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BLOCKS, STICKS, 
AND PORTIONS 

Fi h ticks and pan ion pr ducer 
continue to face a eriou blo k hort-
age : even astronomica l pri es have 
not ucceeded In attracting greater 
imp rts ( abies 3 and 4) . Pr du ers 
appe<lr !L) be tr) ing to build in\en 
tories of blo I-.. in the ab en c of 
additional import by cutting bac l-.. 
ever I, on ummer production of 
ticl-.. a nd portion (Table 5 and 6) . 
upplies of ra\\ material arc, ne er-

thelc~, . \\ell below la t year and rc
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although the contribution of imports 
to this increase fell off during July 
(Tables 7, 8, 9, and 10) . Cold storage 
holdings built up aga in in Jul y for 
the fourth consecuti ve month as con
sumption seasonall y declined. Even 
th o ugh U .. catches are not far i ng too 
well this yea r wi th all majo r species 
below yea r ago harvest , total up
plies a re still mo re th an adequ ate to 
support a hea lth y increase in fo urth 
quarter consumption over 1972 . Re
tail prices for a ll species were at least 
a fourth higher than Jul y a yea r ago. 
Most ex-vessel and whole a le prices 
have exhibited similar increases; how
ever, this price ituation doe not 
appear to have significa ntl y deterred 
consumption . A decline in consump
tion from June to Jul y is normal for 
thi time of yea r. 

CANNED SALMON 

A laska packers turned out li ghtl y 
more than I million standard cases 
in 1973 ; poorest o n record . The small
er can size were packed in greater 
quantities this yea r in tead of the 
o ne-pou nders as packers were appar
entl y trying to spread their fixed co t 
over a greater number of units . Most 
suppli e available for con umption 
appear a lready committed so that 
many markets are nearly void of prod
uct, even wit h prices held to cei lin g 
levels. The price regulations have en
couraged some cu lti vation of export 
markets where prices are not con
tro ll ed. There will be no re lief from 
the short su pply situation until next 
year's cannin g sea on, and even then, 
pros pects for a heavy pack are not 
good. 

SHRIMP 

The situ ati o n in the shrimp fis hery 
during Jul y was o ne of ti ghte ning 
suppli es, ri sing prices, and reduced 
consumption (Tables I I and 12). 
Supplies of shrimp tota led o nl y 93 
milli o n pounds during the mo nth 
down a who pping 24 percent from 
the same month in 1972. With sup -

Table 3.-Supplies 01 blocks and slabs , July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY Percent JAN - JULY 
Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 1973 1972 

- - - Milli on Pounds - - - Percent Million Pounds 

Beginning Inventory 32.4 32 .3 331 629 - 47 75 .8 62 .7 
Production 0.4 0.4 0.3 0.2 +50 2.8 1.2 
Imports 29 .8 31 .3 27.4 33 .8 - 19 171 .2 215.4 
Total Supply 626 64 .0 60.8 96 .9 -37 249.8 279.3 
Ending Inventory 323 33 .1 48 .8 77 .0 -63 48 .8 77 .0 
Consumption 30.3 30.9 12.0 19.9 - 40 201.0 202 .3 

Table 4.-Prices of blocks and slabs , July 1973. 

J AN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL 

- - - - - - - - - - Cents Per Pou nd - - - - - - - - - -

Cod 1972 46.5 47 .0 470 
1973 48.6 52.4 56 .6 

Flounder 1972 43 .5 44.4 45 .3 
1973 59.5 59 .6 60 .0 

Haddock 1972 47 1 47 .5 47 .5 
1973 60 .2 60 .5 614 

Ocean perch 1972 38 .5 38 .5 38 .7 
1973 51 .2 53 .1 53.9 

Pollock 1972 323 32.0 32 .0 
1973 290 30.1 33 .0 

Whiting 1972 33.0 33 .5 330 
1973 34 .6 35 .8 37 .5 

Wolff,sh 1972 49 .3 50 .0 500 
1973 510 500 54 .5 

Table S.-Supplies of fish sticks and portions, July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - - Million Pounds - - -

Beginning Inventory 243 27 .5 31 .6 24 .8 
Production 

Sticks 10 .9 8 .6 NA 5.2 
Portions 261 22 .5 NA 12 .8 
Total 37 .0 31 .1 N.A 18 .0 

Imports 02 02 0 .1 0 .1 
Total Supply 615 588 NA 42 .9 
Ending Inventory 27 .5 316 282 21 .7 
Consumption 34.0 27 .2 NA 21 2 

Table 6.-Prices of fish sticks and portions , July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

470 
58 .5 
49 .2 
60 .0 
479 
63.3 
39.5 
54 .0 
32 .1 
340 
330 
3.75 
500 
520 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

+27 

+30 

Percent 
Change 

456 
61.1 
51.7 
60.0 
50 .3 
64 .9 
39.5 
54 .8 
31.2 
35 .2 
33 .2 
37 .5 
50 .3 
52 .0 

46 .5 47 .0 
66.7 68 .9 
53 .3 556 
62 .0 63 .0 
52.8 54 .4 
69.0 73 .3 
39 .8 41 .6 
53 .9 54 .0 
31 .5 31 .5 
39 .8 431 
31 .5 31 .5 
39.4 41 .1 
50 .5 5 1.0 
52 .0 520 

JAN - JULY 

1973 1972 

Million Pounds 

34.4 23.2 

NA 641 
N .A 147 .9 
N.A. 212.0 

1.0 0.9 
N.A. 212.9 
282 21 7 
N .A . 191 2 

JAN - JULY 

1973 1972 

___________ - - - - - - - - - Cents Per Pound - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Wholesale ' 
Cod portions 
Haddock 
Cod sticks 
Haddock sticks 

I Weekly average prices 

67 .0 
69 .5 
780 
80 .0 

4S 

67 .0 
69.5 
78.0 
80 .0 

67 .0 
72 .0 
87 .0 
80 .0 

60 .5 
65 .0 
77 .0 
79 .2 

+11 
+11 
+13 
+ 1 

65 .2 
69 .6 
79 .3 
80 .0 

58 .9 
63 .6 
75 .1 
77 .3 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

+ 21 
+133 

21 
11 
63 

AUG 

47 .0 

57 .0 

57.0 

45.0 

31 .0 

31 .5 

51 .5 

rcent 

- ange 

Percent 

+48 

+11 

+30 

Percent 
Change 

+11 
+ 9 
+ 6 
+ 3 



SCALLOPS plie becoming sho rt. prices h ave 
ri sen rapidly. Prices a t a ll leve ls were 
well above the previou year; as much 
as 67 percent higher for 5 1-65 cou nt 
shrimp at dockside . T he ri e in prices 
this year has apparent ly met ome 
resistance. Sales of shrimp were off 
10 percent during July and three 
percent for the January-July period . 

Based o n doubled beginning inven
to ri es , uppli es of ea callop (Table 
13) in Jul y were 55 perce nt above 
the same mo nth in 1972 . La ndin gs 
were up somewha t during the month, 
but th a t gain was m re than nullified 
by a 11 percent drop in imports. 

Table 7.-Cod supplies (Iillet weight , in million pounds), July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY Pe rcent JAN JU LY Percent 
Change Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 1973 1972 

- - - - - - Mil lIOn Pou nds - - - - -- Percent M illion Pounds Percent 

Beginning Inventory 13.3 147 157 92 +71 162 6. 1 + 166 
Landings, Total 1.8 1.5 1 0 1 1 - 9 8.5 8 5 
Imports 64 9 4 5.8 107 -46 54.5 63.8 15 
Total Supply 21.5 256 22.5 2 1 0 + 7 792 78 4 + 1 
Ending Inventory 147 157 14 7 137 + 7 14 7 13.7 + 7 
Consu m ptlOn 6.8 9.9 7 8 73 + 7 64 .5 64 7 

Table S.-Flounder suppl ies (tillet weight , in million pounds), July 1973. 

MAY JUN E JULY JULY Percent JAN JULY Percent 
Change Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 1973 1972 

- - - - - - Million Pounds - - - - -- Percent Mi llion Pounds Percent 

Beginning Inventory 52 6.0 84 3.0 + 180 86 9.3 8 
Landings Total 2.9 29 2 1 26 - 19 164 174 - 6 
Imports 73 110 6.6 5.5 + 20 537 35.0 + 53 
Total Supply 154 199 17 1 111 + 54 787 6 1 7 + 28 
Ending Inventory 6.0 84 96 3.5 + 174 96 3.5 + 174 
Consumption 94 11.5 7.5 76 691 58.2 + 19 

Table 9.-Haddock supplies (tillet weight , i n million pounds) , July 1973. 

MAY JUN E JULY JULY Percent JA N JULY Percent 
Change Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 1973 1972 

- - - - - - M illion Pounds - - - - - - Percent M ill ion Pounds Percen t 

Beginning Inventory 84 8.3 83 2 1 +295 9 8 8.9 + 10 
Land ings, Total 0.3 0.5 0.3 04 - 25 2 1 2 7 - 22 
Im ports 3.6 4 .0 3.3 3.3 246 172 + 43 
Total Supply 12.3 12.8 11 9 5.8 + 105 36 .5 288 + 27 
Endi ng I nventory 83 8.3 8.8 3.5 + 15 1 88 3.5 + 15 1 
Consumption 40 4.5 3.1 2.3 + 35 277 25.3 9 

Table 10.-0cean perch su ppli es (tillet weight , in million pounds) , July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JU LY JULY Percent JAN - JULY Percent 
Change Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 1973 1972 

- - - - - - M i ll ion Pound s - - - - - - Percent Milli on Pounds Percent 

Beg inning 1 nve ntory 4 2 5.5 10 2 3.5 + 191 17 .8 20 .7 14 
Landings. Total 1 7 1.8 1 2 21 - 43 10.9 12.4 - 12 
Import s 81 9.5 102 6 .1 + 67 41.3 30 .0 + 38 
Tota l Supply 14.0 16.8 216 11 .7 + 85 70 .0 63 .1 + 11 
End ing Inventory 5.5 10 2 144 6.3 + 129 144 6.3 + 129 
Consumpt IO n 8 .5 6.6 72 54 + 33 55 .6 56 .8 2 
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Although prices a t a ll leve ls have 
been declinin g in recent month , re
ta il pri ce in Jul y (Tab le 14) were well 
above th e previou year; a marked 
difference fr m ex-vessel a nd whole-
a le prices which were 28 a nd 25 

percent bel w the previou yea r , re-
pectively. A a re ult, a le have no t 

improved over th o e In 1972, a nd 
i n ventor i e~ cont i nued to seaso nall y 
build. 

AMERICAN LOBSTER 

Both M ai ne landi ngs and import 
of American lobster were well below 
the previou year during the month 
(Table 15). Maine landing were very 
g od dunng the fir t half of 1973 (up 
57 percent) ; however , the] lumped 
by II percent in Jul] . Thi may have 
been the re ult of the tart of the 
hedding ea on, a period In which 

the lob ter are relatively inactive. 
in June. Jul y import from 

anada were again below the pre"iou 
year . Total shipments received during 
the month were off a fourt h from 
1972. cau ing the quantity received 
during J anuary-Jul y to be down 12 
percent. The recent declines can par
tially be a ttributed to the low whole-
a le price (Table 16) during the) ear 

- off 7 to 12 percent during the 
month. In li ght of a s li ght rise in 

anadian landings during th e fir t 
half of the year. ome upplie may 
have been withheld from th e .S. 
market becau e of the lower 1973 
price. 

SPINY LOBSTER TAILS 

uppli e of spi n) lobs ter on th e 
. market (T able 17) continue to be 

below the previous year as impo rts 
,,\ere again off. Import "' e re do", n 20 
percent \\ ith th e Re public of South 
A frica. usua lly a leadi ng uppl ier. 
recording no shipments durin g the 
month. Loca l regulation of the re
source and marketing of spiny lo bsters 
in th a t cou ntry is appare ntl y fu rther 
limitin g it ability to supply the United 

tates. 



Table 11 .-Shrimp supplies , July 1973. 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- . - . - - - M i ll ion Pound s - . - - - -

Beginning Invent ory 
Land ing s 

Tota l 
Gu lf 
Northeast 
Pac ific 
South At lantic 

Import s 
Total Su pp ly 
End in g Inventory 
Exports 

Tota l 
Domestic Fresh & 
Frozen 

Tra nssh I pm ents 
Gulf Canned Pack 
Fresh & Froze n 

Consumption 

58.2 

14.0 
8.0 

.7 
5.3 

16.4 
88 .6 
54.2 

4.2 

3.1 
1.1 
18 

28.4 

54.2 

27.8 
17.5 

1.0 
7.6 
1.7 

154 
97 .4 
506 

4.5 

2.7 
1.8 
8.0 

34.3 

50.6 

25 .7 
14 .5 

.6 
9.0 
1.6 

17.0 
93 .3 
51 .5 

3.1 

2.7 
.4 

22 

36.5 

64.1 

34.7 
20 .2 

.6 
12.0 

1.9 
23.6 

122.4 
69.2 

3.0 

2.2 
.8 

5.1 

45 .1 

Table 13.- Scallop supplies , July 1973. 

Beginning Inventory 
Landings , Total 
Imports 
Total Supp ly 
Endi ng Inventory 
Consumption 

MAY JU NE JULY JULY 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - - - - - Thousand Pounds - - - - -

2 ,954 
694 

2.175 
5,823 
3.001 
2,822 

3.00 1 
578 

1,638 
5,217 
3,159 
2,058 

3,159 
700 

1,780 
5,639 
3,429 
2,210 

1.012 
603 

2.032 
3,647 
1,408 
2,239 

Table 15.- Amer ican lobst er supplies , July 1973. 

Maine Landings 
Im ports 
Consum ption 

MAY JUN E JULY JULY 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - -Thousand Pounds - - -

1,280 
3.5 17 
4,797 

9 14 
5,309 
6,223 

1,425 
3,267 
4 ,692 

1.6 12 
4,322 
5,934 

Table 17.-Spiny lobster ta i l suppli es, July 1973. 

Beg inning In ve ntory 
Imports 
Tota l Supp ly 
Endin g Invento ry 
Consu mpt ion 

MAY 

1973 

7.4 
2.6 

10 .0 
6.9 
3.1 

JU NE J ULY 

1973 1973 

- . - Million Pou nds - . -

6.9 
2.9 
9.8 
7 .3 
2.5 

7.3 
2.0 
9.3 
6.7 
2.6 

JULY 

1972 

7.6 
25 

10.1 
80 
2.1 

Percent 
Change 

Pe rcent 

-2 1 

-26 
-28 

-25 
- 16 
-28 
-24 
-26 

+ 3 

+22 
-50 
-57 

-20 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

+212 
+ 16 
- 12 

55 
+ 144 

1 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

- 11 
-24 
-2 1 

Percent 
Change 

Percent 

- 4 
-20 
- 8 
-16 
+24 

JAN-JUN JAN -J UN Percent 
Change 

1973 1972 

Mil l ion Pounds 

92 .7 69 .9 

108 .3 123 .8 
57 .6 74 .1 
10.4 12.2 
36 .5 32 .2 

3.8 5.3 
117 .3 142.7 
3 18.3 336.4 

51 .5 69 .2 

32 .2 22 .1 

23 .6 
8.6 

12.8 

22 1.8 

18 .3 
3.8 

17. 1 

228 .0 

Percent 

+ 33 

12 
22 
15 

+ 13 
28 
18 
5 

26 

+ 46 

+ 29 
+ 126 

25 

3 

JAN -JULY J AN -J ULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1972 

Thousand Pounds Percent 

3.736 
4,123 

11 ,378 
19 ,237 
3,429 

15 ,808 

1.585 
3,856 
9,563 

15 ,004 
1,408 

13 ,596 

+ 136 
+ 7 
+ 19 
+ 28 
+144 
+ 16 

JAN-JULY JAN-JULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1972 

Thousand Pounds Percent 

4.667 
18.249 
22 ,916 

3,674 
20.699 
24,373 

+27 
- 12 
- 6 

JAN -JULY JAN-JULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1972 

Million Pounds 

8 .9 
197 
28.6 

6.7 
21.9 

47 

4.7 
24.0 
28.7 

8 .0 
20.7 

Percent 

+89 
-18 

o 
-16 
+ 6 

Wh olesa le pri ces (Table 18) con
t i nued to ri se to new records du ri ng 
the month . At $4 .88 pe r pound , 6 - 8 
oun ce co ld-water lobster tails were 10 
percent above th e hi gh pri ces et in 
Ju ly, 1972. A record hi gh of $5.08 wa 
qu oted during th e m onth for 4-6 oun ce 
tai ls from Australi a. 

Tabl e 12.- Shrimp prices , July 1973 . 

Ex·vessel 
15-20 count 
31-35 
51-65 

Wholesale 
15-20 count 
3 1-35 
51-65 

Retail 
15-25 count 
31-42 

MAY JU NE JU LY JU LY Percent 
Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - - Dollars Per Pound - - -

2.14 2.12 2.24 2.01 
1.84 1.70 1.77 1.34 
1.34 1.30 .1.42 .85 

2.28 2.34 2.38 2.30 
1.99 206 1.98 1.63 
1.54 1.58 1.58 .96 

+11 
+32 
+67 

+ 4 
+22 
+65 

301 2.94 2.94 2.92 + 1 
228 2.38 2.49 2.09 +19 

Table 14.-Scallop prices , July 1973. 

Ex -vessel 
Wholesale 
Retail 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

. - - Dollars Per Pound - - -

1 44 1.44 1 48 2.05 -28 
182 164 163 218 -25 
308 303 2.80 2.66 + 5 

Table 16.-American lobster pr ices, July 1973. 

Ex -vesse l 
Wholesale 

2 Ib 
l V2 
11/4 

l Ve 
chlx 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - - Dollars Per Pound - --

129 

1.92 
187 
1.80 
1 77 
176 

1.37 146 1.45 

1.97 2 16 2.32 
1.96 2 16 2 43 
1 93 2 16 2.45 
1 90 2 12 2.32 
189 212 2.41 

- 7 
-11 
-12 
- 9 
-12 

Table lB.- Sp iny lobster tail prices, July 1973. 

Wholesal e Pri ce 

6-8 oz tail 

MAY JUNE JULY JULY Percent 
Change 

1973 1973 1973 1972 

- - - Dollars Per Pound - - -

Cold-water 471 4.83 4.88 442 + 10 
Warm-water 3.65 3.82 4.00 374 + 7 


