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I USKELLU~TGE USED TO CONTROL FISH POPULATIONS 

luskellunge, whic h are de s c ribed as a voracious and vi ole n t northern game fish, 
have been introduced in to P o mme de Terre Lake in Missouri by that State's Conservation 
D partment. Biologi s t s said 51,000 t llly muskies were released into the lake with the 
h p they will help cont r ol the populations o f carp and shad and keep fish populations in 
b tt r balance . T he inch -lo ng muskie s were raised from eggs obtained in Pennsylvania 

luskelluDgc 

and Michigan. About 1,000 will be kept 
in an at tern p t to raise brood stock for 
future experimental work and 8,000 more 
will be released at Pomme de Terre at a 
larger size. 

Mus k i e s eat a lot of carp and shad 
and there are more of these species in 
the lake than the bass population can han
dle. Aninch-longmuskellungecaneat 10 
minnowsade>y. Ifhecan'tfinda minnow, 
he will eat another muskellunge. 

n ture> f t h muskle is normally exhibited only to other fish . Man ap
sld of the muskie 's c harac ter only when he and the fish are at opposite 

h n hn . Th re have bee n anglers who preferred not to boat a muskie after 
nl th y first 1 ft the boat. The fact that muskellunge can reach weights 

h n lOf) pounds may e xpla lll some of this reluctance to tangle with them on a 
h b l. Th curr nt record for rod and r el is 69 pounds, 15 ounces, but the 

m th d tand t 10 2 pounds. (/\11 Outdoors. Missouri Conservation Com-

------- -


