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,SH MEAL 

UORLD PRODUCTION, 
DCTOBER 1965 WITH COMPARISONS: 

World fish meal production in October 
1965 was up 16 percent from the previous 
It'lonth, but down 38 percent from October 
1964. Peruvian output showed some im­
provement in October 1965, but was still far 
oelow that in October 1964. 

World Fish Meal Production by Countries. October 1965 
with Comparisons 

Country 

• • (Metric Tons) 

7,404 4.927 72,203 44,623 
12,578 13,074 103.683 99,64 5 

1,100 1,100 11.000 11.000 
6,1 90 6,369 57 ,404 63.545 

505 900 4,884 6,700 
)pa in .... .. ... 1/ 1/ 2/13,247 1/ 
)wedcn ..... . .. -6 88 -673 6,089 5;973 
J 1ited Kingdom ... 6, 633 5,584 66, 669 63,807 
i l itcd States .... . 11,517 7,780 190,096 187, 528 
\ 19o1a .... ... .. 1/ 5, 402 3/29. 019 47 , 475 
c e land ... . .... 14,7 34 13,064 -120,436 11 5, 309 
~ Jrway .... . . .. 32,021 15, 815 285,680 162,630 
h r u .. . " .... 41,463 130,492 951,553 1,18 9, 562 

), Afr. (including 
246,928 ::'. -W. Afr.) 6,375 15, 855 267 , 824 

~ ~lgium ....... 375 375 3,750 3,7 50 
'lile ......... 885 10,743 52 , 58 1 124,979 
~ o rocco . ..... . 3,i50 950 16, 050 18,200 

Total ....... 145 618 233 103 2 252 168 2 391 654 
~ Data not available. 
!J Data available only (o r January -May 1965. 
I. Data available only fo r January-Se ptember 1965. 

He: Japan does not report fish meal production to the lcternatiocal Association of 
)~ isJl Meal Manufac turers -=-al:..!p:c.:'":c.:,e-=-.nt-=-.' ___ _ 

World fish meal production in January­
:>ctober 1965 was down about 6 percent from 
:hat in the first 10 months of 1964. Peruvi­
In output was down 20 percent and Chilean 
?roduction was also down sharply, but the 
lecline was partly offset by increased pro­
luction in Norway, Canada, and South Africa. 

Most of the principal countries producing 
'i.sh meal submit data to the International 
tSsociation of Fish Meal Manufacturers 
n onthly (see table). 

****,~ 

PRODUCTION AND EXPORTS FOR 
SELECTED COUNTRIES, 
JANUARY-NOVEMBER 1965: 

Member countries of the Fish Meal Ex­
porters' Organization (FEO) account for a­
bout 90 percent of world exports of fish meal. 
The FEO countries are Chile, Angola, Ice­
land, Norway, Peru, and South Africa/ South­
West Africa. 

Table 1 - Export s of Fish Meal by Member Countries 
o f the FEO, January- November 1965 

November Jan.-Nov. 
Country 1965 1964 1965 1964 

.(1, 000 Metric Tons). 

rhile ........ . . 
IAngola ........ . 
celand ......•.. 

/Norway ... •..... 
Peru ......... . 
~o . Africa (including 

S.-W. Africa) •.. 

1.7 
1/ 

H.6 
32.0 
38.8 

14. 4 

1 2. 4 
4.2 

10.9 
14.4 

109.7 

18.7 

Total . . . . . . . . 101.5 170.3 

62 . 1 
2/ 30.1 
- 118.3 

234.8 
1,161.1 

209.1 

127.2 
52.0 

111.8 
169.1 

1,292.7 

212.7 

1,815.5 1,965.5 

Table 2 - Production of Fish Meal by Member Countries 
of the FEO, January- Novembe r 1965 

November Jan.-Nov. 
Country 1965 1964 1965 1964 

.(1, 000 Metric Tons). 

Chile ., ........ 1. 9 9.6 
Angola . ........ 1/ 5.2 
Iceland . ........ 30".9 3.2 
Norway ...... ... 19.3 13.1 
Peru . ......... 116.7 181. 7 
So. Africa (including 

S.-W. Africa) . .. 3.2 9.0 

Total ...... . . 172.0 221.8 
!}Data not aVaLlable. 
YOata available only for January -Augwt 1965. 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

NEW FISHERIES 
DEPARTMENT ESTABLISHED: 

54.4 134.6 
2/ 26.6 52.7 
- 151.4 118.5 

305.0 175.8 
1,068.3 1,371.6 

270.8 256.4 

1,876.5 2,109.6 

The Fisheries Division of the Food and 
Agriculture Organization (FAO) became a 
Department, consisting of two divisions, on 
January 1, 1966. 

The decision to enlarge FAO's work in 
fisheries was made by the Organization's 
biennial Conference held in late 1965 . The 
Conference also decided to establish a per-
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International (Contd.): 

manent 3D-nation committee on fisheries, 
whose principal tasks are to review and pro­
pose solutions for conservation problems of 
an international character, and to advise 
F AO on its fisheries programs and policies . 

Roy 1. Jackson of the United States was 
appointed Assistant Director-General to head 
the new FAO Fisheries Departm .It. Jackson 
had been in charge of the FAO Fish ries Dl­
vision since May 1964. From 1955 until his 
FAO appointment, he was Executiv Director 
of the International North Pacific Fisheries 
Commission. 

The new FAO Fisheries Department will 
initially comprise two divisions --a Fishery 
Resources and Exploitahon Division and a 
Fishery Economics and Products Division . 
Present FAO plans, approved by the Confer­
ence, call for the Department to grow to four 
divisions between 1966 and 1972. 

F. E. Popper of Canada has been appointed 
Director of Program Coordination and Opera­
t ions for the new Fishenes Department, and 
will act as deputy to Jackson. Popper has 
s erved with FAO since 1954 and was Deputy 
Director of the Fisheries Division during 
1962 -1965. 

R. W. Harrison of the United States was 
named Acting Director of the new FIshery 
Economics and Products Division. S. J. Holt 
of the Umted Kingdom was named Acting Di­
r ector of the F ishery Resources and Exploi­
tation Divis ion. (Food and Agriculture Or­
ganization Rome.) 

NORTIlEAST ATLANTIC FISHERIES 
POIlCING CONFERENCE 

SECOND SESSION TO MEET IN LONDON: 
The Northeast Atlantic Fisheries Policing 

Conference (NEAFPC) is scheduled to meet 
in London for its Second Session March 31 -
April 6 , 1966. A technical committee meet ­
ing of the Conference is to be held at the 
start of the Second Session. 

The NEAFPC grew out of a resolution 
adopted at the European Fisheries Confer­
ence (held in London, December 196 3 -March 
1964), which called upon the United Kingdom 
to convene a conference to draw up a conven­
tion on rules of conduct for fishing vessels 
in the Northeast Atlantic. 

The First Session of the NEAFPC met in 
London, April 6 -9, 1965, and was attended 
by France, Germany, Italy, the Netherlands, 
Belgium, Denmark, Norway, Portugal, Swe-

den, the United Kingdom, Iceland, Ireland, 
Spain, the United States. Canada, Japan. Po · 
land, and the U.S.S.R. (United States Em· 
bassy. London, January 12, 1966, February 
~965i and other sources.) 
Notc: See Commcrclal Fiaherici ReView, May 1964 p. 40. 

SALMON 

BALTIC SEA CONSERVATIO AGREEMEN 
BETWEE DEi'lMARK, SWEDE , 
A D WEST GERMA Y RATIFIED: 
--Th B a 1 tic Sea Sa 1m 0 n Co ns r-v-'a-ti,-o-n--=A-.--.i 
greement b tween Denmark. Sweden. and 
West G rmany was scheduled to go into ef· 
fect March I, 1966 . Ratification of the agre 
ment by all three countries was announced ir 
January 1966. The agreement is reported to 
provid for: 

(1) A mimmum mesh Slze 10 drift gIll nets 
of 165 mm . (6. 5 inches) for natural fibers and 
157 mm. (6.2 inches) for synthetic fibers, 
with a 5 -year transition period for gear cur­
rently in use . 

(2) A minimum width 0 19 mm. (0 .748 
inches) between the pomt and shaft of hooks 
us ed in the long -line fis he ry . 

(3) A minimum size of 60 cm . (23.6 inche ) 
for salmon. mea sur e d from the tip of the 
snout to the extreme end of the tail. 

Those salmon conservation measures in 
the agreement may also be placed in effect 
by the other Balhc Sea salmon fishing natto 
(U .S.S.R . . Poland and Finland), even thoug 
they did not ratify the agreement. 

Salmon Catch in thc Baltic Sca by CountnCl, 1963-1964 

Country 1, 1964 1963 

. • . • (MetriC Tona) .••. 
1,721 1,133 

465 368 
Y 11K) 
~7 335 
631 371 
235 200 

1 Prelim inary . 
Not available. 

ource: International Council for the Explor.ltion of the Sea. 

There was a considerable increase in the 
Baltic Sea salmon catch in 1964. Preliminar 
estimates indicate that Denmark I s 1965 Balti 
Sea salmon catch will be about the same as i 
1964. (Regional Fisheries Attache for Eu· 
rope, United States Embassy, Copenhagen. 
January 4, 1966, November 3, 1965, and Sep­
tember 15, 1965.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, Nov. 1965. p. 44. 
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NrERNATIONAL WHAllNG COMMISSION 

\NTARCTIC WHALING 
) PERATIONS, 1965/66: 

• Japan, U.S.S.R., and Norway are operating 
.0 whaling fleets in the 20th (1965/1966)Ant­

atretic Whaling Expedition. This is a reduc­
l ion of 5 fleets from the 19th (1964/1965) Ex­
pedition. Of the 10 fleets, 3 Japanese fishing 
c:ompanies have 5 fleets on the grounds in-
s tead of the 7 operated last year. The fleet 
reductions followed the action taken by the 
Unternational Whaling Commission in reduc­
Lng the international Antarctic whale catch 
from 8,000 blue-whale units (informally set 
by Antarctic whaling countries) for 1964/1965 
to 4,500 blue-whale units for the 1965/1966 
s eason. 

'\1tting up a whale for processing aboard a Japanese whaling fac-
1:oryship in the Antarctic. 

Japan's quota for the current year is 2,340 
llue-whale units, 52 percent of the interna­
:ional quota. From the beginning of the ba­
.een whaling season on December 15, 1965, 
:0 January 8, 1966 , Japanese fleets landed 
146 blue-whale units producing 11,376 tons 
)f oil. The combined catch of the Antarctic 
vhaling countries (Japan, U.S.S.R., Norway) 
luring that period was 1,006 blue-whaleunits. 

Current season hauls by the Japanese are 
!i~nificantly lower than during the same pe-

riod in 1964/1965. On January 9, 1965, the 
catch by 7 Japanese fleets amounted to 1,307 
blue-whale units. On a per-fleet basis, the 
average Japanese catch this year is 129 blue­
whale units as compared with 186 last year. 
The average catch per fleet of the combined 
fleet (all countries) this year is 100.6 blue­
whale units against 136.7 last year. (U. S. 
Embassy, Tokyo, Japan, January 25, 1966.) 

* * * * * 
BRAZIL TO WITHDRAW 
FROM COMMISSION: 

The Brazilian Government has informed 
the International Whaling Commission that it 
desires to withdraw from the Commission, 
effective June 30, 1966. The basis for the 
proposed withdrawal is not known at this time. 
(U. S. Embassy, Lima, Peru, January 8,1966.) 

~ 
Argentina 

.d..------

FISHING INDUSTRY TRENDS, 
1964 AND FmST HALF OF 1965: 

Catch and Production Highlights: The to­
tal Argentine fishery catch for 1964 was 
160, 306 metric tons. The 1964 sea catch of 
143 , 587 tons was 30.1 percent higher than in 
1963 and the fresh-water catch of 14,762 tons 
was 23.1 percent above the previous year. 

During the first six months of 1965 the 
Ar gentine fishing fleets brought in 75 , 331 tons 
of fish, 6.8 percent above the catch for the 
corresponding period in 1964. The official 
estimate for 1965 is 15 -20 percent above 1964. 
About 43 percent of that catch went to the can­
ning, salting, freezing, and filleting plants , an 
increase of 4, 045 tons over the same period 
in 1964; and about 45 percent went to the fish 
oil and meal processing plants. 

The 1964 fresh and frozen fish fillet pro­
duction of 20 , 986 tons practically doubl ed fil­
let production for 1963. It shows a continu­
ing upward trend in 1965. 

About 90 percent of the Argentine catch is 
delivered to the city of Mar del Plata which, 
due to location there of fish meal and fillet 
factories , is rapidly becoming the center of 
the Argentine fishing industry at the expense 
of other Argentine Atlantic coast ports. 

Increased Imports: Argentina is us ing 
more of her fish catch internally and export-
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Argentina (Contd.): 

ing less. During 1964 Argentine exports of 
fis h and products dropped to 4, 585 tons from 
a 196 3 level of 8,9 18 tons. Imports for 1964 
r ose t0 4, 746 tons from the 1963 level of2,367 
tons . 

From January through June 1965 Argen­
t ina exported 1, 798 tons of fish (610 tons of 
fresh, frozen, and c anned fish, 657 tons of fish 
oil and 42 5 tons oH is h mea.l). In the same 
period, she imported 10, 741 tons of fish and 
products , including 8, 140 tons of fish meal. 

F ish Meal: In the first five months of 
1965Argentina was a net importer of 7, 715 
metric tons of fish meal. For the whole 
year of 1964 she was a net exporter of s ome 
305 t ons. 

The dev elopment of production and trade 
in fish meal has accompanied the r apid ex ­
pansion of pig and poultry farming in Argen­
t ina, and the increased use of fish meal a s a 
protein additive i n livestock fee d. Argentine 
fish meal factories are working at peak ca ­
pacity and s hould be able to reduce the high 
import level in 1 966. 

Internal Consumption: Total consumption 
of fish per person in Arge ntina rose in 1964 
to 4.2 kilos (9.2 pounds), from 3 .3 kilos (7.3 
pounds) in 1963. Real consumption (fresh, 
frozen, canned) rose fr om 2.7 to 3.4 kilos 
(5.9 to 7.5 pounds ). The t rend continues up 
in 1965, but not quite s o dramatically. There 
have b een two beefless days per week in Ar­
gentina in an effort to release a part of na­
tional b eef consumption fo r export; this is 
partly responsible for t he increased fish 
consumption, and is also responsible for 
the inc rea sed use of f ish meal as a 
feed additive in the ex p an din g poultry 
and pig industry. 

Fleet Shortage: In 1964 only one of the 
five existing fish oil and mea l plants in the 
count ry was able to work at full capacity. 
This was du e to a lack of fle et tonnage suffi ­
cient to provide large enough c atches to op ­
erate the othe r four plants m ore than 8 to 12 
hours a day . 

The Argentine high -sea s fleet consis t s of 
some 50 trawlers and the coastal and r iver 
fleet of s ome 350 lau nc hes and 27 boats . 
Seven high-s eas trawler s with a total of 1, 290 

tons were added to the fleet in 1964 and 2 
more large trawlers recently. Forty other 
fi shing vessels of varying sizes are current­
ly under construction under a Government­
s pons ored development program. The Ar­
gentine Government has assigned 2.0 billion 
p e s os annually (about US$1 0.5 million) to be 
loaned at 8 percent interest for the integrated 
development of the fishing fleet and fish proc 
essing capacity . Six firms have made propos 
a l s to the Government for loans to start inte­
grated operations consisting of fishing ves­
sels , fi lleting and freezing plants , and fish 
oil a nd m eal factories. 

One of the principal bottlenecks of the Ar­
gentine fishing industry at this juncture ap­
pea rs t o be a lack of sufficient high-seas 
trawle rs, and a need to better understand the 
fishing grounds off the Argentine coast. The 
Inter-American Bank has offered assistance 
to the Argentine fishing industry development 
program, but despite announced Government 
fishing industry assistance loan plans, diffi­
culties are currently being encountered by 
the industr y in finding peso credit to match 
the funds offered by the Bank for new con­
struction. 

Government Activities: The Government 
recently froze the retail price of fish for con­
sumption on the local market. Subsidies 
which the fishing industry had been receiving 
for purchases of fuel also were recently wit .. 
dra wn, but a new bill recommends reinstatin 
them. Other recent decrees have granted an 
exemption from customs duties for machine 
imports r e lated to the fishing industry, and 
give n permiss ion for Latin America Free 
Trade Assoc iation (LAFTA) member country 
vessels to- fi s h Argentine waters under cer­
tain restric tions. 

The Argentine Senq.te late in 1965 passed 
and sent t o the Chamber of Deputies a bill 
looking to r ationalization and intensification 
of the Arge nt ine fishing industry. Thirty 
yea rs ago Argentina produced more fish and 
products than any other South Americancoun­
try; today she ranks fou rth behind Peru, Chile 
and Brazil. 

A UN / F AO team is currently making pre­
liminary studies here which it is hoped will 
lead to a $3 million investment by those in­
ternational organizations in Argentine fisher­
i e s r esearch. 

Under the auspices of F AO, Argentina, 
Brazil, and Uruguay have formed a regional 
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:ommission for the study of fishing in the 
louthwestern Atlantic looking to coordinated 
, ~ gional development and exploitation of fish­
r g resources. 

Argentina is forming a National Institute 
r Fishery Studies to consist of members of 
e industry and interested government agen­

ies. 

Fish Meal and Fillet Freezing Plants: 
I ~e Ar gentine firm in Mar del Plata is a con­
o rtium of fishing-fleet operators and fish 
Jr'ocessors which markets fresh fish and pro­
luces fish oil and meal. Another Mar del Plata 
lrm processes hake which it fillets, freezes, 
nd exports, mostly to the United States 
where it is sold as "Argentine whiting"). 
:he two firms process the catch from 17 
.igh -seas trawlers and numerous coastal 
mnches; the plants of the two firms proc­
ss some 60 percent of the total Argentine 
igh-seas catch. 

One of the firms employs some 400 women 
j cut and clean the hake and quick -freeze it 
lr export. Some 80 percent of that firm's 
~ozen fish fillets are exported to the United 
tates and the firm has received market in­
liries from South Africa, Australia, and Ja-
m . Part of the high-seas hake catch proc-
l s ed by that firm is sold fresh, packed in 
laved ice and trucked into the interior; an­
he r part is sold in Buenos Aires supermar­
ts, which are just now beginning to have 

I ficient display refrigeration cases to han­
(. such products. 

The firm's fish meal plant uses both 
~ as tal catch and the filleting was t e in 
~ production of fish meal; thereby using the 
ta l catch from the consortium's vessels. 
e firmls fish-meal processing plant , which 

t~rates with Danish equipment, is the only 
e of the five fish meal plants in Argentina 
lich was able to purchase sufficient catch to 
Derate continuously in 1964 (three 8 -hour 
nifts, seven days a week). 

Both the Mar del Plata plants are effici­
htly laid out, clean, and managed for maxi-
11m input of high-seas and coastal catch and 
a.ximum output of salable products. 

A lack of plate-freezing equipment for 
ocessing fillets is holding back the expan­
I~n of the one firm. That firm is unable to 

obtain the pesos needed for physical plant ex­
pansion to accommodate the proposed new 
freezing capacity. 

Domestic demand for fish meal as a feed 
supplement, and international market demand 
for frozen fish fillets, appear practically un­
limited. In 1964, one of the two firms had 
estimated that during 1965 he could sell some 
21 million pesos worth of frozen fish fillets 
during the year: they have been selling 20 
million pesos worth (about US$100,000) each 
month. The firm estimates that when they 
are able to install four new plant freezers 
which they are currently seeking to finance, 
they will be able to increas e their fillet -proc­
essing operation from 2 shifts a day to 3, and 
increase their sales of fillets to 50 million 
pesos ($250,000) monthly. 

These firms are believed to be represen­
tative to the extent that it can be said that the 
Argentine fishing industry urgently needs a 
large volume of new investment, both in ships 
and installations. (U. S. Embassy, Buenos 
Aires, Argentina, January 15, 1966.) 
Note: 1 Argentine peso equals US$O. 005. 

Brazil 
@ 

SHRIMP SHIPPED TO UNITED STA TES 
FROM NEW PROCESSING FIRM: 

In Brazil, a modern fish -freezing and proc­
essing plant at Sao Sebastiao, north of the city 
of Sao Paulo, made its first shipment of fro­
zen shrimp to the United States, November 15, 
1965. The shipment of 70 metric tons was 
packed according to U. S. specifications and 
destined for a New York firm. 

The fish-processing plant at Sao Sebastiao 
was 18 months under construction and repre­
sents an investment of Cr. 2.5 billion (US$1.35 
million), of which Cr. 1.3 billion ($700 ,000 ) 
had been spent by late 1965. Present produc­
tion capacity is estimated at 200 tons of fro­
zen fish and 40 tons of salt fish a month. Dan­
ish and German ice -making equipment can 
produce 90 tons in 24 hours. The plant has a 
cold -storage capacity for 800 tons of ice and 
1,900 tons of perishable products. The fi rm 
plans to supply ice to local fishermen, from 
whom it buys fish at a fixed price , and is said 
to need a supply of 50 tons of fish a day for a 
profitable operation. The future installation 
of modern unloading equipment and other im-
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provements at the port of sao Sebastiao is also 
considered essential to the success of the 
new fish-processing operation. (U. S. Em­
bassy' Rio de Janeiro, December 16, 1965.) 
Note: Brazilian cruize iros 1,850 equal US$1. 00 . 

*~~*** 

TUNA FISHERY DEVELOPMENTS, 1965: 
About 16 species of tuna and tuna-like fish 

have been caught off the northeastern Bra­
zilian coast. Yellowfin (Thunnus albacares) 
is reported to have accounted for about 50 
percent of the commercial tuna catch in those 
waters and albacore (1'. alalunga) for about 
25' percent. Fishing takes place between July 
and January in two of the three general fish­
ing grounds for yellowfin: (1) the area ex­
tending from French Guiana to the mouth of 
the Amazon and (2) from Parnaiba to Forta­
leza. In the other half of the year (February 
to June), fishing is concentrated between lati­
tudes encompassed by Cabo Sao Roque and 
the mouth of the Sao Francisco River. Dis­
tribution of albacore extends to the south, 
substantial quantities having been fished be­
tween Cabo Frio and Santos. Further ocea­
nographic studies are needed to establish 
tuna fishing areas and their yearly varia­
t ions. 

One large Japanese vessel, line-fishing 
on the high seas along the Brazilian coast, 
reported a daily catch of from 15 to 30 tons 
of tuna, with the weight of individual species 
ranging from 50 to 700 pounds. 

A small variety of a lbacore (" albacorinha") 
frequents northeastern coastal waters dur­
ing c ertain periods of the year . Although 
"albacorinha" has been observed at the mouth 
of the Rio Sao Francisco and at the entrance 
of Bahia harbor, it is fished on a commercial 
s cale only off the coast of Rio Grande do 
Norte. The fishing is done by sail boats 
vary ing from 7.5 to 9meters(24.6-29.5feet) 
in length with a crew of 3 men using a sin­
gle line. 

Line fishing is the principal method for 
tuna fishing, although tuna have been cap­
tured with almost every type of gf!ar used 
in Brazil. 

The only specialized tuna vessels used in 
Brazil were those owned by the two Japanese 
companies operating in Brazil from Santos 

and Recife, respectively. The firm out of 
Santos discontinued tuna fishing well over a 
year ago owing to problems encountered in 
training crews (two-thirds of which by law 
must be Brazilian citizens) and in maintain­
ing the gear and vessels. According to offi­
cers of the company, high Brazilian produc­
tion costs prevented them from competing in 
the international market. The firm1s two 
long-liners were converted for use in gener­
al pelagic fishing operations. The firm out 
of Recife is understood to be operating one 
long-liner for tuna fishing, but to have en­
countered the same problems. Tuna is also 
caught in general fishing operations where 
other types of vessels are used. There are 
no present or prospective building programs 
for tuna vessels . 

Shore-based facilities available for han­
dling tuna consist of the general fishing de­
pots (entrepostos) located at Fortaleza, Natal, 
Recife, Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, and Santos. 
All are badly in need of expansion and mod­
ernization of landing, handling, ice -making, 
and cold -storage facilities. There are in­
numerable plans for construction of such fa­
cilities ' but progress in recent years has 
been negligible and, with the possible excep­
tion of SUDENE (Superintendency for the De­
velopment of the Northeast) financing for re­
frigerated warehouses in northeastern ports, 
there are no building programs for those fa­
cilities. There are no current technological 
developments in Brazilian tuna-handling 
methods. 

Research on tunas is being carried out by 
SUDENE, by the Institute of Marine Biology 
at the University of Ceara, and by a joint re 
search group at Santos sponsored by the Uni­
versity of Sao Paulo and the Sao Paulo State 
Secretariat of Agriculture. SUDENE has ana 
lyzed sample catches of tuna and other fish 
for age and weight, growth and reproduction 
cycles , dietary habits, etc. (United States 
Embassy, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, January 
14, 1966.) 
Note: Dr. Melquiades Pinto Paiva of the University of Cead is re­

ported to have published papers on tuna in the Boletim de Estudos 
de Pesca which was issued by SUDENE through 1963. Lists of re­
search papers on tuna are contained in FAO Report No. 1917 
(Development of the Marine Fisheries Biology Research program) 
and in FAO Fishery Report No. 27 (Re1irt of the Second Session 
of the FAO_Working~ for Rational tilIZatiOn of Tun~ 
~in the Atlantic Ocean.) --
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Bulgaria 

U.S.S.R. TO IMPORT TRAWLERS 
F ROM BULGARIA: 
- Beginning in 1966 the Shipyards at Burgas , 
m Bulgaria's Black Sea coast, will special­

lz e in the construction of fishing vessels. 
During Bulgaria's new 5-Year Plan (1966-

970), 220 fishing trawlers will be produced; 
(If those , 120 will be exported to the Soviet 
Union which will operate them in the North 
~:ea, the Barents Sea, and the Baltic Sea. 
'~his new series of trawlers will each have 
,,00 horsepower motors ; a displacement of 
311 tons ; and a length of about 30 meters 
(118 feet). Each trawler will be able to op ­
e:rate continuously for 19 days and nights 
without refueling; each will have a refriger­
ation hold with a volume of 100 cubic meters 
(3, 531 cu. ft.) maintained at a constant tem­
perature of -40 centigrade (24.8 0 F.). All 
processing will be fully mechanized. (Ze­
medelsko Zname , November 26, 1965, page 
1. ) 

Editor's Note: The design for the new 
fishing trawlers was prepared by the Scien­
tific Research and Design Institute of Ship­
building of Varna. That Institute collaborates 
closely with similar institutes in the Soviet 
Union. The prototype of the new class was 
launched in early 1965, and serial production 
is to begin in eqrly 1966. The U.S.S.R. prob­
ab ly placed the order with Bulgaria b ecause 
cf lower production costs as well as fo r trade 
and other considerations. It is believed that 
these additions to the Soviet fleet will serve 
O1ainly to replace obsolete Soviet trawlers 
bUilt in the early post-World War II era in 
E:a st Germany . They will not be used to fu r­
l '1er expand Soviet Baltic and North Sea op­
er ations. 

(:anada 

TUNA CANNERY BEING 
BUILT IN NEW BRUNSWICK: 

On November 4, 1965, construction began 
on an east coast Canadian tuna cannery in 
N"ew Brunswick, between St. Andrews and St. 
Stephen. Total cost of the cannery will be 
about C$1.5 million. 

To supply the plant, 3 tuna vessels (com­
bination trawler-purse seine vessels) will 
be built at a cost of about C$6. 0 million. 

The cannery will have 60,000 square feet 
of space to handle 20 million pounds of tuna 
annually, and will be able to process 100,000 
cans a day. The cannery is expected to em­
ploy 200 people from the surrounding area. 
The tar get date for the plant to be in opera­
tion is December 1966. 

The tuna vessels built to supply the plant 
will each have a holding capacity for 1,000 
tons of frozen tuna. The vessels will be ca­
pable of fis!'1ing anywhere in the world. For 
8 months of the year they will probably oper­
ate in the southern Pacific. Through the Pan­
ama Canal, some P acific grounds are actual­
ly closer to New Brunswick than to California. 
For the other 4 months of the year, the fleet 
is expected to fish the North and South Atlan­
tic. (Trade News, November 1965, and other 
sourcesJ ---
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review , Aug. 1964 p. 55; June 

1964 p. 37; Jan. 1964 p. 44. --

GROUNDFISH EXPORTS TO AUSTRALIA: 
Three Nova Scotia firms have begun ship­

ping groundfish to Australia. One hopes to 
sell a million pounds of fish to Australia in 
1966. Another one exports to Australia all 
flounder in excess of its needs for the do­
mestic market, and the third firm has been 
selling groundfis h, mostly sole , to Australia 
since 1964. A representative of one of the 
firms said cod, flounder, and ocean perch 
are very well received in Australia. He ex­
plained that the Australian preference for 
those species may result from the large num­
ber of European immigrants who are used to 
eating Atlantic fish. 

Canadian sales success in Australia could 
be at the expense of frozen fish products now 
shipped to Australia from Europe. The Ca­
nadians have comparatively low shipping costs 
via the Panama Canal and consider themselves 
competitive with European producers. 

A Nova Scotia firm said it was cheaper to 
ship to Australia than to France because of 
routing problems to France. Monthly re­
frigerated vessel service is available between 
Halifax and Australia. (United States Consul­
ate General, Halifax, January 6 , 1966.) 

LOBSTER -SPLITTING MACHINE DEVE LOPED: 
A prototype lobster - splitting machine has 

been developed by an engineer with the Canadi-
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an National Research Counc il. In lat e 1965, 
the machine was under goin g further t e sts in 
the Maritimes. It splits t op and bottom of 
the lobs t e r s h e ll, a llowing the meat to be ex ­
tracted quickly a nd without waste . The claws 
are put t h r ough the m achine separately . The 
inventor es timat e s that the machine can split 
bet ween 300 and 400 lobsters a n hour . (Ca ­
nadian T r a d e News , November 1965 .) 

LOBSTERS SHIPPED TO DENMAR K : 
Canadian lobsters , airfreighted to Den ­

m ark, c ompete success fully with those from 
Scotland and Norwa y . The Cana dian lobsters 
sell fo r $2 . 30 - 2.4 5 a pound as c ompared with 
$3 .25 - 3 .8 5 fo r the othe rs. 

GOVERNMENT INCREASES E MERGENCY 
ASSISTANCE TO F ISHERMEN 
F OR CATCH FAILURE : 

An emergency assistance pla n fo r fisher ­
men suffering s er ious catch fa ilure was an ­
nounced by the Ca na dian F ederal Government, 
December 3, 1965, and expande d J a nuary 15, 
1966 . As expa nded, the e m e r gency plan will 
supplement unemployment ins urance in order 
to raise total benefits over a 3 -mont hs period 
to a maxim um of $350 fo r fishe rme n with de­
pendents a nd $200 fo r sin gle fis herme n . To 
be eligible for the emergency aid, f isher men 
must have 5 weeks of c ont ributions to u nem ­
pl oyment insurance . This i s the first occa­
sion on which the Canadian Government has 
made a direct payment to fi shermen to com ­
pensate for loss of income due to failure of 
t he ir c atch. (Canadian Department of F ish ­
eries , Ottawa, January 15, 1966 .) 

INSUR ANCE FOR FISH T RAPS AND 
SHORE INSTALLATIONS : 

As of February 1 , 1966, t he Canadian Gov ­
ernment began offering insuranc e in the At -
1antic Coast provinces and British Columbia 
for fixed fishing gear (cod traps , he rring 
traps , herring weirs , etc .) and shore instal ­
lations (buildings only) against natu ral perils . 
The insurance is being offered o n a I - y ear 
experimental basis, and will cover asset s 
valued from $300 to $15,000 fo r loss due to 
storms , ice , fire , et c . , but not theft . It will 
pay 60 percent of a ppra is ed value on total 

loss , and a lesser indemnity for partial los s, 
Premium will be 1 percent of value . Cover­
a ge is an experimental extension of Canada 's 
F ishermen's Indemnity Plan, which for the past 
12 years has provided low - cost insur a nce for 
fishing v e s s els. 

The new pla n for fixed gea r and shore in­
s tallations will be reviewed after it has been 
in effect for 12 months , at which time a dec i­
sion wi ll b e made as to whe the r or not it will 
be continued and i f so, what a m e ndments would 
be desirab l e . (Canadian Department of F ish ­
eries , Ottawa, J a nuary 11 , 1966 .) 

F EDERA L DEPARTMENT O F F ISHERIES 
SETS UP NEW OFFICE 
TO A DMINISTER ECONOMIC AID : 

The Federa l Departm e nt of F ishe ries of 
Canada has e stablis hed a n ew p osition --direc ­
tor o f spec ial p rograms - - to administer eco ­
nomic and other a id t o t he fis hin g industry . 
The new position was created in the c ourse of 
a major reorga nization in the F ederal Depart ­
ment of F isheries. Programs alre ady in ex ­
istenc e which will be administered by the new 
office include the F is he rmen's Indemnity P lans , 
the Newfoundland Bait Service , and the Salt 
Assistance Pla n. (Canadian F ishermen, Jan­
uary 1966 .) 

NEW TRADE COMMISSION 
OF F ICE OPENED IN F AR EAST: 

A new office of t he Ca nadian Government 
Trad e Commiss ione r Service has been opened 
in Kuala Lumpur t o provide a more direct 
trade link with Malay s i a , Burma, and Brunei. 

The ne w office brings the number of Cana ­
dian Trade a nd CommeI;ce posts abroad to 67 . 

Canadian imports from Malay sia in 1964 
i ncluded frozen tu na valued at C$218, 000 . (Ca­
na dian Department of Trade and Commerc e, 
Ottawa, December 1 5, 1 965.) 

F IRM BUILDING L ARGE FISH­
P R O CESSING PLANT A T 
MORT IER BAY, NE WFOUNDLAND : 

A Newfoundland plant to process 60 million 
pounds of fish a y ear fo r overseas export will 
be built at Mortie r Bay by a Canadian f irm, 
t he Newfoundland P remier announced January 
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17 , 1966. The operation will involve building 
a C$3 -million plant , acquiring a dr a gger flee t , 
a nd training employees. Total inve stme nt by 
the firm will be more than C$1 3 mill ion. 
F ebruary 1967 is the target date fo r comp le ­
tion. The Newfoundland Gov e r nment a ctively 
s ought the new plant and is pushing the de ­
velopment of groundfish p rocessing for ex ­
port. (Fisheries Council of C a nada Bulletin, 
January 1966.) 

Another fish-processing complex i s being 
Iset up at St. John's , Newfoundla nd , by a Brit ­
.lsh firm and a Canadian firm wit h financial 
aid from the Canadian Governme nt . Also, in 
1965 another large British fi r m e nt ered into 
partnership with one of Newfoundla nd's larg-
est fiSh_proceSSinj' 

Communist China 

LOBSTER F ISHING IN E AST CHINA SEA: 
A large fleet of Comm unist C hinese and 

J apanese drag-net and trawl boats (some of 
60 gross tons) were fishing i n the East China 
Sea off the Shantung Penin s u la early in 1966 
and making rich catches of " t aisho lobsters." 
T'he Japanese fi sher m en c a me from the fish­
lng port of Shimonoseki. 

The" taisho lobsters" c aught in the East 
c: ina Sea are most abu ndant during Decem­
ber-January . They are 20-30 centimeters 
(3.bout 1 foot) long; as many as 10,000 were 
ba rvested per net i n o nly 3 hours of t rawling 

by at least one Japanese boat. The landings 
are easily sold in Japan where a good cus­
tomer demand exists; each lobster brings 
about 40 yen (US$O.I1) in wholesale markets. 
A good Japanese catch brought 20 million yen 
(about US$56,000) per boat andacaptaincould 
make up to $1,500 a trip. 

Japan and Communist China have recently 
concluded a private fisheries agreement which 
makes it possible for Japanese fishermen to 
f ish near Communist China's coasts. Large 
numbers of boats fishing in close proximity 
nevertheless cause gear conflicts and even 
collisions. (Asahi , January 4, 1966.) 

Cuba 

SOVIETS TRAIN CUBAN FISHERMEN: 
By September 1964, a total of 483 Cuban 

fishermen had received training in the U.S.S.R. 
or on vessels of the Soviet fleet. It was ex ­
pected that an additional 70-80 students would 
join that number during 1965 -66 ; and 6 stu ­
dents were scheduled to enter Soviet universi-

I ties. 

Two Soviet fishery research vessels man­
ned by crews of both countries will engage in 
an extensive research program using Havana 
as a base. Seven engineers will work tempo­
rarily in Cuba as technical advisers in plan­
ning the expansion of Cuba's fishing industry, 
and for two years, 36 Soviet specialists will 
work aboard six Cuban fishing vessels. 
(World Fishing, December 1965.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, Oct. 1965 p. 70; Dec. 

1964 p. 90; Nov. 1964 p. 82; June 1963 p. 68. 

D enm ark 

TUNA INDUSTRY TRENDS: 
Fishing: Denmark 1 s fishery for tuna is 

small and based entirely on bluefin tuna (Thun­
nus thynnus) taken mainly in the North Sea, the 
the Skagerrak, the Kattegat, and to a minor 
extent in the Sound. The North Sea was the 
principal tuna-fishing ground from 1955 to 
1960 and the Kattegat from 1961 to 1964 (table 
1). The fishery is conducted for the most part 
during the months of August, September and 
October , with heaviest catches usually made 
in September. B luefin tuna are caught on a 
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Table 1 - Danish Tuna Landings, by Area of Catch and 
Months Fished, 1955-1964 

ear Quantity Va lue Principal 
Area 

Me tri c 1,000 
~ ~ 

19 64 46 126 SK-KT 
1963 3 14 

= 1 
1962 152 360 
1961 144 317 
1960 47 116 NS-
1959 772 1,615 NS-
1958 221 597 NS-
1957 598 1,247 NS-
1956 453 1,005 Ns- I 

1955 1,098 2,253 ll§-SK-KT 

Months 
Fished 

Aug. -S e pt. -Oct. 
Se pt. ~ct. 

Aug. -Se pt. ~ct. -Nov 
Aug.-Sept.~ct.-Nov 
Aug. -Sept. -Oct. 
A ug. -S e pt. -Oct. 
Aug. -Sept. ~ct. 
Aug. -Sept. ~ct. 
Aug . -S e pt. -Oct. 
Aug. - Se pt. ~ct. 

o tes: (1) Underlining indic ates princi pal month and prin cipal 
area. 

(2) "NS" - North Sea; "SK" - Skag e rrak; "KT" - Katte­
gat. 

(3) 1 Danish krone = US$O. 145. 
ource : Fiske ribere tn ing, 1955-1964 . 

single hook, baited with herring or mackerel, 
attached to a line fished from a drifting cutter 
whic h has observed the tuna while fishing for 
herring or mackerel. Chumming with cut up 
herring or mackerel is practiced. A few tuna 
are c aught inc identally in pound nets. Sports­
men troll for tuna , using herring or mackerel 
for bait , often selling the catch commercially. 

The regular Danish fishing cutter is used 
in t his seasonal fishery; the vessels seine or 
t rawl for other species during the rest of the 
year . The number of vessels fishing for 
tu na in any one year fluctuates according to 
t he availability of tuna and was estimated at 
a bout 2 5 vessels in recent years. There is 
no tuna vessel-building program. 

The limited amount of tuna caught is land­
ed at regular shore facilities used for land­
ings of othe r specie s. Tuna is canned in 5 or 
6 plants which pack primarily herring, bris­
ling, mac kerel, etc. There are no programs 
for building tuna vess e ls or processing facil ­
ities; no new technological developments in 
t he handling of tuna are reported. 

Biological research on tuna is conducted 
on a s mall scale. The Fishery Research In­
s titute, Charlottenlund, Denmark, has studied 
the relationship of water temperature to the 
appearance of tuna in waters near Denmark. 
In addition, incidental tuna research is done 
during cruises of the Danish research vessel 
Dana. No technological research is being done. 

Tuna Catch, Consumption and Trade: The 
Danish catch of tuna has fluctuated consider ­
ably during the last decade and has been al­
most negligible since 1959 (table 1). During 

the past few decades , the highest landings 
were 2,059 metric tons t aken in 1952 and the 
lowest, 3 metric tons in 1963. The major 
part of the catch is consistently landed in 
Skagen, a fishing port on the northermost tip 
of Jylland Peninsula. 

Danish consumption of tuna consists pri­
marily of canned . A small quantity of Dan­
ish tuna landings is consumed fresh . Tuna is 
canned natural style and with tomato sauce. 
Danish canners use fresh Danish and Norwe­
gian bluefin for the natural pack and froze n 
imported tuna , preferably dark meat, for the 
sauce pack. There are about 5 or 6 fish can­
neries which also pack tuna; a plant in Skagen 
probably has the largest production. 

Tabl e 2 - De nmark's Im ports and Exports of Tuna, 1957 -1964 

't' ,= 

Y e ar 
Imports Exports 

F resh Frozen Canned Fresh Frozen Canned 

. . . . . . . . (Metric Tons) . . ... . ... 
1964 93.2 1,152 . 7 174.8 17.3 1.1 20.4 
1963 21.0 25.1 121.2 3.4 - 9.0 
1962 584.1 4.1 104.3 74.0 - 6.4 
1961 222 . 2 - 94.0 25.6 - 5.1 
1960 264.4 22 . 6 16.3 8.4 1.7 9 .5 
1959 y 166 . 0 0.1 12.7 94 .9 346.5 11.0 
1958 163.1 Y 11. 1 Y7.8 Y 6 . 9 
1957 Y271.7 Y 11.5 Y295 .5 Y 11.6 

.UFresh and fro zen shown together. 
Source: Danmarks Vareindf\6rsel.£9 - Udflllrse I , 1957 -1964. 

The trends in Danish tuna trade are shown 
in table 2. Nearly all the imports of fresh 
tuna are from Norway. A small amount in ­
cludes fresh fish landed in Danish ports by 
Norwegian and Swedish fishermen. The large 
quantity of frozen tuna imported in 1964 was 
primarily from Japan. Canning that tuna 
saturated the Danish market and considerable 
·effort was required to move the pack. Imports 
of canned tuna have increased in recent years; 
canned tuna in oil from Peru and specially pre­
pared canned tuna from Yugoslavia account for 
most of the increas ed imports. Exports of fres 
and frozen tuna have fallen off in recent years 
due to poor domestic landings. Italy had been 
the most important foreign market for Danish 
frozen and fresh tuna. Canned tuna is exported 
in small quantitites to a large number of coun­
tries. (Regional Fisheries Attache for Europe, 
United States Embassy, Copenhagen, Jan. 26, 
1966.) 

MINIMUM PRICES SET FOR LIVE AND 
ICED POND TROUT EXPOR TS TO 
SELECTED EUROPEAN COUNTRIES: 

The Danish Ministry of Fisheries in a de­
cree dated January 6, 1966 , established min-
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i.mum export prices on exports of (1) live 
trout from Denmark to West Germany, 

elgiuml Luxembourg, the Netherlands , 
tzerland, Austria, Sweden, Norway, and 

e and (2) iced pond trout to West Ger-
. The action was taken at the request 

the Danish pond trout industry under legis­
adopted June 4 , 1965. 

For iced trout to West Germany, the m lm­
mum export price (f.o.b. Danish border) i s 
ab out 38.8 U. S. c ents a pound for trout with 
! round weight o f 8.82 ounces or ove r ; on a 
ir awn weight basis , the minimum pr ice i s 
18 .0 cents a pound. 

For live trout, minimum export p rices 
e re set for specified trout sizes fo r each 
ff ected European country . The live trout 
, inimum export prices (i ncluding f r eight and 
llty in some cas es) range from 34 . 9 cents a 
ou nd to 80.7 cents a pou nd. T he wide range 

due partly to vary ing methods of c omputing 
e ight and duty in the minimum prices for 

i fferent countries. 

The minimum prices reportedly a r e a 
)mpromise. Segments of the Danish indus­
'Y are only partly satisfied b e cau s e t he de ­

r'ee covers only part of the trout exports --
ive trout and some ice -packed trout - -and 
n ly part of the export mark et. Ne gotia tions 
:ontinue to extend cov erage to other p r oducts, 
!specially frozen trout, and othe r markets. 
Jnless further agreement is reac he d within 
he Danish trout industry there is a stron g 
JDssibility that the decree will b e .res c inded 
n. April 1, 1966. 

The minimum prices were e stablished a t 
: time when the Danish trout oversu pply s itu -

ation h.a d b e en relieved . Actually the supply 
of Da m sh t r out for export in early 1966 was 
r eported t o b e in s hort supply . The situation 
was attribut e d to weather conditions in Den­
mark and reaction to overproduction early in 
1 96 5 which s lowed the production rate during 
the latte r half of 1965 . Market prices for live 
trout in early 1966 were higher than the mini­
mum set in the J anuary 6 decree. The supply 
situation is als o a ffecting stocks of frozen 
trout. A cooperative which accounts for about 
45 pe r cent of Da nish production was not proc­
essing any frozen t rout in early 1966 . 

January - November 1965 production of Dan­
ish pond trout was 10,143 metric tons, 29 per­
cent higher than the 7,833 tons produced in the 
same p eriod of 1964 . 

Da ni s h exports of pond trout in January­
Novembe r 1 965 consisted of 1,961 tons of live 
trout valued at Kr.14.4 million (US$2.1 mil­
lion) , 4,402 t ons of fresh iced trout valued at 
Kr. 25 .3 million ($3 .7 million), and 3,560 tons 

: of frozen trout valued at Kr. 25.2 million ($3.7 
I million). 

I 
Danish producers and exporters are seek-

ing to set up a Joint Centralized Sales Office 
I for frozen trout exports, especially for sales 
I to the United State s and Canadian markets. 

I 
Motivating the effort to establish this new mar­
keting office is the belief of many Danish trout 

I exporters that a special sales office is needed 
to meet competition from Japanese exporters 
of frozen trout. (Assistant Regional Fisheries 
Attache for Europe, United States Embassy, 
Copenhagen, January 19, 1966 . ) 
Note: A loan copy of the report from the United States Embassy, 

Copenhagen, giving a detailed breakdown of the new Danish 
minimum pond trout export prices to certain European countnes 
is available on loan, to firms in the United States only. To bor­
row Danish Report 554, dated January 19, 1966, write to the 
Branch of Foreign Fisheries, Bureau of Commercial Fisheries, 
U. S. Department of the Interior, Washington, D. C. 20240. 

ICING REGULATIONS FOR FISH: 
Danish regulations require icing of fish 

while in the auction hall, even at freezing 
temperatures . They are being enforced de­
spit e fishermen ' s protests because the Dan­
i s h Fisheries Ministry's Technological Labo­
ratory says ice in the boxes acts as an insula­
tor a nd prevents the fish from drying out and 
becoming rancid when thawed. Fishermen ice 
their catches if out over 6 hours, but this may 
be extended to 8 hours. 
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B ALTIC SEA LUMPSUCKER S R ICH 
SOURCE OF ROE FOR CAVIAR: 

Lumpsucker roe is the source of Danish 
caviar. Lumpsuckers in the Baltic Sea yield 
much more abundant roe than those in the 
North Sea, according to a Danish biologist. 
His studies showed that Baltic Sea lumpsuck­
ers yielded almost 2,000 eggs per ounce of 
fish as compared with slightly under 1 ,100 in 
the North Sea variety. 

FROZEN PRODUCT 
LABELING REQUIREMENTS: 

Beginning December 1 , 1965 , all Danish 
frozen products for domestic use , with a f ew 
exceptions , were required to carry on the 
label the net weight of the frozen product. 
Those containing sauce , soup, brine , water , 
etc . , must also give the drained weight. A 
tolerance of 5 percent is permitted for net 
weight and 10 percent for drained we ight, but 
the average weight of a reasonable number 
of packages must equal the labeled weight. 

DA TE MARKING OF 
F ROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS: 

A large Danish fish processor began open 
(as opposed to coded) marking of the date of 
production on its frozen fish products on Jan. 
I , 1965. Initially, only 20 percent of the fro­
zen products consumed in Denmark are being 
marked with an open date. However , open­
date marking will be offered to buyers in the 
17 countries to which the company exports. 
In p r evious discussions of open - date marking, 
m ost processors have opposed it . 

FISH PROCESSORS SEEK 
IMPOR TED SUPPLIES: 

Stable ex-vessel price levels for Danish 
fish landings can be maintained, according to 
processors , only if landings are sufficient t o 
keep filleting and other processing lines pro ­
ducing near capacity continuous ly . The proc­
essors are seeking relaxation of import re ­
strictions to augment deficient Da ni s h land­
ings of p laice , cod, and he r ring . The Danish 
Fis her ie s Ministry supports lib eralization as 
in lin e with Denmark l s international trade 
respons ibilities. F ishermen , however , fear 
adve r s e effects on prices. As an alternativ e , 

the fish rme n have in c r eased he r ri ng landing 
quotas and urged larger land ings by Swedish 
cut ters under a n xisting s pecial agr ee m e nt. 

,~ * * ... ~ 
PISHERY EX P ORTS A .. D CATC H, 1965: 

Preliminary estimates show t hat the Dan­
ish fishing industry can look back on a pros­
perous 1965 marked by exports valued a t a 
record US$100 million and a catch only about 
5 percent under the record 855,529 metr ic 
tons (almost 1 . 9 billion pounds ) landed i n 
1964.) 

* * * * * 
GOVER .. ME. T F ISHERY LOANS, 
FISCAL 1965 : 

Fishery loans made by the Royal Danish 
Fisheries Bank in fiscal year 1965 ( pr il 
1964-iVIarch 1965) total d Kr . 20 .2 million 
( S$2 . 9 million) as compared with K r . 16 .7 
million ($2.4 million) the previous fiscal yea r. 

A b reakdown shows that 10 fiscal 1965 
there were 64 new vessel loans with a total 
value o f Kr. 11.6 million ($1. 7 million), 14 
used vessel loans totaling Kr . 1.4 million 
($200 , 000) , 24 fishery industry loans totali ng 
Kr. 6.7 million ($970,000). and 17 miscellane­
ous loans with a toal value of Kr . 442,000 
($64 000) . 

In fiscal 1964 , there were 74 new vessel 
loans with a total value of Kr . 11.9 million 
($1 .7 million) , 8 used vessel loans with a to­
tal value o f Kr . 515 , 000 ( 75 , 000), 22 industrial 
loans totaling Kr. 3.7 million ( 530 , 000 ), and 
116 miscellaneous loans (including 95 loans 
for ice damage) with a total value of Kr. 615 000 
($89 , 000). 

Losses on loans during fi s cal 196 5 a mount­
ed to Kr. 43,082 ($6 , 247 ). Fund s o n loan in­
creased to Kr . 106 .8 million ($15. 5 mill ion) in 
fi s cal 1965. The Bank op e rated under amend­
ed Fishery B ank L aw o . 170, April 27 , 1963, 
which extended operations to i nc lude Green­
land in add ition t o Denmark and the Faroe Is­
lands . 

Dur ing fi s cal 1 96 5, loans were financed by 
3 seri e s of bonds i ssued b y the Bank which 
pay 6 and 7 pe r c ent interest. When a loan is 
approved , the appl icant receives bonds for the 
amount of t he loan and must sell them to re ­
ceive his funds. The market value of the bonds 
is less than their face value. The bonds were 
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Gluoted at a discount of about 15 percent in 
: arly December 1965. 

In late 1965, a representative of the Dan­
is h Fisheries Association (mostly vessel 

~ wners) complained about the e xpens e s in-
11urred by fishermen building vess els , e s pe ­
lially the 15 -percent loss in selling t he loan 
londs. For a modern steel cutter c os ting 
r.1.2 million ($174 , 000), the owner m u st 
upply 20 percent of the cost--Kr. 240 ,000 
34,800)--plus Kr. 50 , 000 ($7 , 250) for gear, 

nd Kr.180 , 000 ($26 , 100) to make up the los s 
on the sale of bonds for a total of about 
Kr. 470 , 000 ($68 , 150). 

Fishing vessel owners are aided by fav ­
orable vessel depreciation r e gulations . For 
example, tax-free deprecia tion may b e c l a im ­
ed annually on fishing vessels up t o 30 per ­
cent of the book value. Advanc e tax - fr ee de ­
~reciation is allowed on vessels wh e n t he con ­
structionprice a ggregates at leas t Kr. 200,000 
($ 29 , 000). Depreciation may b e c laimed for 
Ihe first time in the y ear whe n a c ontract to 
build a vessel is concluded, and eac h year 
Ihereafter preceding the y ear delivery takes 
place. The total amount of advance t ax -free 
depreciation may not exceed 30 p ercent of the 
contract price. The annual r a t e of advance 
iepreciation is optional to the vessel owner, 
'Jt may not exceed 15 perc e nt in anyone fis­
lil l year. (Regional Fisheries Attache, Unit ­
I ~ States Embassy, Copenhagen, December 
p, 1965.) 

4'< * * * * 
ISHING VESSEL LOAN FUNDS 
E ARLY EXHAUSTED: 

The Governme nt-gua r a nteed fund of near ­
US$22 million for the Dani s h Fis heries 

ank was almost exhausted in late 1965 just 
~~ demands were incr easing beca use of tight­
ling credit in Denmark . Industry represent­

ltives were seeking a fu r t her guarantee of 
11 4 million to meet the d emand for cutter 
:onstruction funds stimulat ed by 1965 1 s near ­
'ecord landings and relatively high p ric e s. 
\bout 100 new cutters a re r eported ordered 
or delivery in 1966 and 1967 . 

lX -VESSEL FISH PRICES, 
IOVEMBER 196 5: 

L andings of m os t Danish fish brought high ­
r prices in 196 5 than in 1964. Average No -

vember 1965 prices ( ovember 19 in pa­
r ent heses) in U . S . cents per pound '. -ve 1 
were : cod 8 .6 (8.3); plaice 20.2 (15.1); mdu -
t rial fish 2 .1 (1. 45); herring 5.6 (4 .2), haddo k 
9 .4 (7 .7 ), and dogfish 7.8 (6 .5) . f w pric s 
d eclined : salmon $1.10 ($1.19); ordinary lob­
ster 89 ($1. 17); and shrimp 29 .6 (38.8) . 

~ 

East Germany 

F ISHERY TRENDS, LATE 1965: 
An East German trade delegation visiting 

Da nish fishing ports the latter part of 1965 
s aid Eas t Germany ' s fis hing fleet was in­
c r easing steadily and the country was about 
t o become self - sufficient with regard to fish. 
However, because Denmark delivered such a 
quality fresh product, East Germany still had a 
buying interest in Danish fish. 

Ghana 

NORWAY DELIVERS LAST OF 
SEVEN STERN TRAWLERS: 

The last of seven stern trawlers built by a 
Norwegian shipyard for the Ghana Stat Fis h­
ing Corporation was delivered in Trondheim 
early this year. Named the Agyimfra, the 
vessel is a sistership of the other six motur 

o 100 
SiiiiiiiiiiiiI 

Mil., 

MA LI 

trawlers. The vessel is 231 feet long, has 
freezing facilities for 24 metric tons of fiSh 
a day, and has a hold capacity for 35,000 
cubic feet of hsh. (The Export CounCIl 0 

orway, January 1966 . ) 
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Greece 

FISHERY TRENDS, JANUARY-AUGUST 1965: 
Atlantic Freezer-Trawler Fishery: Land­

ings by the Atlantic fleet of Greek freezer 
trawlers in January-August 1965 totaled 
16,029 metric tons as compared with 13,135 
tons in the same I?eriodof 1964. Greekfreez­
er trawlers reported slightly improved fish­
ing conditions off West Africa in August 1965. 
The catch included smaller amounts of horse 
mackerel but larger quantities of sea bream. 
The shrimp catch was insignificant. Weather 
hampered fishing in the northern section of 
the African grounds. 

Shrimp Fishing Venture in the Persian 
Gulf: A new Greek shrimp-fishmg venture 
got under way in late August 1965 when four 
Greek trawlers sailed for the Persian Gulf. 
Plans called for the trawlers to deliver their 
Persian Gulf shrimp catch to the Greek freez­
er-trawler Evangelistria for freezing and 
transport. The venture is sponsored by a 
Greek fishing company operating under a per­
mit of the Iranian Government. 

Kuwait Shrimp Fishing Attracts Greek 
Technicians: An experienced Greek trawler 
skipper reportedly has been appointed tech­
nical manager of a newly established Kuwait 
shrimp-fishing company. The new company 
is said to be building wooden fishing vessels 
of up to 100 tons in Kuwait. The vessels are 
to be fully equipped with fish-finders and oth­
er electronic equipment. The first vessel 
was reported ready for launching in August 
1965. The Kuwait company was seeking 
Greek skippers, engineers, and fishermen 
to man its new vessels. (Alieia, September 
1965.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, January 1966 p 74. 

Greenland 

SALMON CATCH DECLINES IN 1965: 
The Greenland inshore salmon catch will 

total only about 700 metric tons (1,540,000 
pounds) in 1965 as compared to 1,400 tons 
(3,080 , 000 pounds) in 1964. The decline was 
due to lower prices to the fishermen, a 
change in availability as indicated by larger 
catches farther north, and better cod fishing . 
Market prices are recovering from the u n­
exp ectedly large catch in 1964. 

Fishing offshore from Greenland in the 
fall of 1965, a Norwegian vessel caught about 
12 tons of salmon and the Faroese gill-net 
vessel Bakur caught about 40 tons . The salm ­
on on the Bakur averaged about 10-13 pounds 
each and were of good quality when landed in 
Denmark. The Bakur ' s salmon catch was 
taken durin'g about 3'2 months of fishing, most ­
ly 3 to 12 miles off Greenland. A Danish 
processor paid about US$I.28 a pound for the 
Bakur 1s salmon. 

The financial success of the Bakur 1s trip, 
together with th knowledge of offshore salm­
on fishing that has been gained, makes it rea ­
sonably certain that at least a few vessels 
will fish for salmon again off Greenland in 
the fall of 1966. The Bakur might be replaced 
by a smaller vessel which could fish gill nets 
more effectively . (Regional Fisheries Attache 
for Europe, United States Embassy, Copen­
hagen, January 10, 1966.) 

* * * * 
SHRIMP FISHE RY TRE. DS L 1964 
A D FUTURE OUTLOOK: 

In 1964, the Greenland catch of heads -on 
shrimp amounted to 3,770 metric tons, up 13 
percent from the 3,341 tons landed in 1963. 
The Royal Greenland Trade Department 
(RGTD) processed about 95 percent of the 
1964 catch and the remainder was handled 
by private companies. Output in 1964 m ­
cluded 379 tons of canned or jarred shnmp 
(166 tons hand -peeled and 213 tons machine 
peeled) and 407 tons of frozen shrimp. In 
1964, exports of frozen shrimp from Green ­
land by the RGTD totaled more than 290 tons, 
with 186 tons to Denmark and the remainder 
to other European countries . Exports of can ­
ned and jarred shrimp from Greenland in 
1964 went to 66 countries; Denmark was the 
leading buyer, followed by the United States, 
West Germany, the United Kingdom, Finla nd, 
and Switzerland. 

The Greenland shrimp fishery has shown 
a steady rise in past years and should con ­
tinue to grow. According to biologists, t he 
resource can support a much lar ger fi s hing 
effort. Efforts in marketing, process ing, and 
fishing will probably be the measure of future 
growth in the Greenland shrimp i ndustry . 

In recent years, good shrimp pr ices and 
t he generous subSidy and loan program of the 
Danis h Government have e nabled many Green-
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l and fishermen to own their own shrimp ves-
. ~els. Those craft have generally tended to be 

etween 10 and 20 gross tons. Vessels in that 
~ ategory are eligible for a subsidy covering 

'W percent of the total cost and a loan cover­
,ng 70 percent of the cost (repayable in 15 

~ r ears 'at 4 percent annual interest). Thus a 
;hrimp fishermen may have to provide only 
o percent of the initial cost to acquire a 

ressel. (Regional Fisheries Attache for Eu­
,'ope, United States Embassy, Copenhagen, 

ecember 28, 1965.) 

Iceland 

EXPORT STOCKS OF PRINCIPAL FISHERY 
PRODUCTS, NOVEMBER 30, 1965: 

As of November 30, 1965, Iceland's stocks 
()f frozen groundfish (fillets) for export to the 
United States totaled 1,010 metric tons , a de­
c line of 1,614 tons from the stocks on hand 
Dctober 31, 1965. (United States Embassy, 
R.eykjavik, December 27 , 1965.) . . 

Icelandic Export Stocks 1/ of Principal Fis hery Product s , 
Nnvemoer 30. 1965 

Item 

~roundfish, frozen: 
!£.!: export 12: 

Qty. 
Metric 
T ons 

U , S, ......... 1,010 

Value 
Million U S$ 

Kr. 1,000 

26.9 624.7 
83.4 1,936.8 
38 .1 884.8 

other countrie s __ + _ "",4:.!.' i.3_8;c8;;'---f __ -;~c.;:....._+-......!.~~rl 
1 ockfish. . . . . . . . . 1,230 
erring, frozen .. . -1 645 26 . 5 615 .4 
dust rial products: 

I ~i sh meal: 
herring . . . . . . . 44,126 370.7 8,608.9 
other fish. . . . . . 1,868 13.9 322.8 

384.4 8,927.1 1erring oil . . . . . . 48,653 
n bcludes only stocks intended Cor e xport. 

e: Icelandic kronur 43 . 06 ey.ual US$l . OO . 

United States imports of frozen ground­
Sh fillets from Iceland in the year 1964 to­

aled 17,812 metric tons of groundfishblocks 
Ind slabs, 4,669 metric tons of cod fillets, 
1,7 91 metric tons of haddock fillets, and 548 
n.e tric tons of ocean perch fillets. 

~XPORTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 
ANUARY-OCTOBER 1965: 

During January-October 1965, there was 
'Il increase in exports of salted fish, herring 

J an.-Oct. 1965 
Produc t Qty. Value f. o .b. Qty . a ue .O.b . 

Metric 1,000 US$ Me tric 1, 000 US$ 
~......!S.!:.... 1,000 T on s ~ ..!..Q.QQ. 

ea lted fi s h , drie d . .. . . 2, 314 46 , 221 1.072 8 90 22, 532 523 
"a lted fi s h. unc ured. . . 23,5 58 394,1 56 9,144 22, 82 1 353,1 23 8,1 92 
~alted fis h fille ts. . . . 1. 512 25,624 594 1,0'17 15, 280 354 
Wings , salte d 1.470 19,877 461 1,1 73 14,765 34 3 

etoc kfi Sh .. ,... . .... 9, 688 293, 995 6,821 9, 225 260. 876 6 ,052 
He rring o n lce . . ... I 1,866 1,206 28 19 140 3 

the r f, s h on i.ce .. .. .. 1 44,4 36 152 ,142 3, 530127 ,41 5 162. 846 3, 77 8 
' Ie rnng, frozen . . . . . .. 18,7 52 11 9. H 2 2, 77 1 16, 250 96 , 939 2, 249 
Othe r frozen fl s h. whole . I 5.403 63 , 9 14 1,48313, 257 35 ,4 0 4 821 
Frozen fi s h fill e t s . . . .. '1 43,767 1,011,1 32 23,4 58 48, 085 960, 35 1 22, 28 0 
Sh rimp a nd lo bs t e r, frozen 8 16 103, 68 8 2,4 06 1,028 94, 59 4 2,1 95 
Roes, frozen .. . . . . . . . 1,934 30,1 66 700 1,624 26 , 652 6 18 
Canned fi s h . . . . . . . . . . 53 7 23,446 544 310 15,41 I 358 
Cod-llver o il . . ....... I 5, 398 57 , 066 1, 32 4 9,1 32 8 4, 593 1.963 
Lumpfis h roes , salte d .. I 85 1 44, 918 1, 0-12 4 19 10, 609 246 
Other r oes fo r food, sa lte d 2. 033 33, 530 778 2, 6 44 39, 515 917 
Hoes fo r ba it, sa lte d .. . . 826 8,74 9 203 3. 0 49 25, 280 586 
Herring, sa lte d. . . . . . . . 19. 920. 239,14 2 5, 548 3 1,689 348, 528 8, 086 
Herr i ng o il ... .. ..... 159,086 496, 357 11,515 36 , 330 26 4, 868 6. 609 
p_cean perch o il . . . . . . . - - - 28 188 ~ 
Whale oil. . . . . . . . . . . . 3, 066 28,1 84 65 4 3, 782 32 , 322 750 
F1Sh mea l .. .. . . . . . . . 18.1 23 12 1.991 2, 830 25. 35 4 157 , 552 3, 655 
II e rTln g m eal . ....... 83,-1 73 606 , 69 1 14,075 75,403 453 ,1 51 10. 513 
Ocea n pe r c h meal 2, 689 19. 763 -1 59 1, 89-1 11 , 08 4 257 
Was tes o f fish, frozen 8. 95 -1 32 ,83 4 762 6,1 96 19, 690 457 
Liver mea l . . . . . . . . . . . 569 4. 0 42 9-1 502 3, 323 77 
Lo bs te r ..1nd s hrimp m eal 50 23 1 5 156 686 16 
Whale m ea l . . . . . . . . . . 1, 254 7, 96 4 185 1. 211 6 ,694 155 

:~c~ l~;l:e~~~:"~:~:~tnr;ll~ ~11 krOna ~~:.1~S\ .12 ~.~~ Oc~~u . 534 1. 928 15.322_~ 

and other fish on ice, frozen herring, canned 
fish, herring oil, herring meal, and ocean 
perch meal, as compared with the same pe­
riod in 1964, according to the Icelandic pe­
riodical Hagtidindi, November 1965. Exports 
of frozen fish fillets, cod -liver oil, salted her­
ring, whale oil, and fish meal showed a con-
s iderable decrease in the first 10 months of 
1965. 

FISHERY CATCH AND TRENDS, 1965: 
In 1965, Iceland's fish catch was a record 

1, 166,000 metric tons, according to prelimi­
nary data from the Fisheries Association of 
Iceland. That was a gain of almost 20 percent 
from the previous record catch of 971,574 tons 
in 1964. 

Most of the Icelandic catch goes for export 
products. The f.o.b. export value of the 1965 
catch has been conservatively estimated at 
Kr. 5,300 million (US$123 million), a 15-per­
cent increase over 1964. 

The 1965 catch was marked by a sharp 
rise in the herring catch, but a drop in the 
higher-valued groundfish catch. The 1965 
herring catch totaled 753,000 tons (a 38-per­
cent increase over 1964). Howe ver, the 
groundfish catch in 1965 declined 13 percent 
to about 361,000 tons from 415,3 05 tons in 
1964, 
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The 1965 catch also included 50,000 tons 
of capelin (8, 000 tons in 1964) and 4,000 tons 
of shellfish (3,173 tons in 1964). 

The big increase in the herring catch was 
attributed to modern vessels and fish-finding 
equipment (without which the season would 
have been poor), and to the buildup in the her­
ring fleet at the expense of groundfish opera­
tions. The scattered shoals of cod found in 
1965 made fishing for groundfish less attractive. 

The reduced catch of groundfish will force 
some restriction in Iceland's expanding mar­
kets for frozen fish blocks and fillets, while 
the tremendous herring catch will increase 
Icelandic reliance on the more volatile world 
markets for fish meal and oil. (United States 
Embassy, Reykjavik, January 6, 1966.) 

* * * * * 
FISHERY LANDINGS BY PRINCIPAL 
SPECIES JANUARY-AUGUST 1965: , 

Species Janua-'Y_-A1l9ust 
1965 1964 

(Metric Tons) . • . . 
~od ••. 211,645 262,181 
f.,Iaddock. 36.783 36,971 
f>aithe . • 19.268 17,917 

ing •...•• 3,488 3.635 
r,volffish (catfish) 7.011 7.894 
k:usk ••..... .. 1.296 2,794 
pcean perch 20.987 20,904 
~alibut •• 597 800 
~erring • 347.317 350,375 
k:apelin . 49.611 8,640 
IShrimp 408 202 
bther . 10 194 9 504 

Total . . . .. .. 708 605 721 817 
1N0te: Except for herring which are landed round, all fish are 

drawn weiqht . 

* * * * * 
UTILIZA TION OF FISHERY LANDINGS, 
JANUARY~AUGUST 1965· 

How Utilized January-Auqust 
1965 I 1964 

~.and carelin.!.! for: 
. (Metric Tons) . 

Oil and meal ..•••• 360.818 311,404 
Freezing .. 14,317 13,535 
Saltino 21 639 33 983 

GroundfishY for: 
Fresh on ice 24,090 23.748 
Freezing and filleting 144,351 158,372 
Salting . . . .. 79,092 84,635 
Stockfish (dried unsalted) -49,396 80,667 
Canning. 186 117 
Oil and meal 2 096 2 923 

Crustaceans !2.r: 
Freezing .. 2,729 2,631 
Canninq 123 36 

1H0me consumption 9 768 9 766 
Total production. 708 605 721 817 

ljWhole fish. 
Yorawn fish. 

Japan 

CANNED TUNA MARKET SUR VEY 
IN WEST GERMANY: 

( 

The Japan External Trade P romotion Or­
ganization (JETRO) has released a report on 
the canned tuna market survey conduct ed by that 
organization in West Germany in 1965. Accord­
ing to the report, West Germany is the second 
largest market after the United Stat es for 
Japanese canned tuna exports . Unlike the 
United States, which primarily import s can­
ned tuna in brine, West Germany imports pre­
dominantly lightmeat tuna packed in oil. Oth­
er suppliers of canned tuna to West Ge rmany 
include such countries as Yugos lavia, P e ru, 
Malaysia, and Spain. It was not known t o what 
extent their products competed wit h Japa nese 
exports and so the survey was conducted to 
study the canned tuna demand and supply r e­
lationship in West Germany and t o obt a in oth­
er basic information in an attempt to a scertain 
the attitude of German distributors and con­
sumers toward Japanese canned tuna and oth­
er competing products . 

The JETRO survey revealed the following 
facts: 

1. Imports of canned tuna by West Ger­
many have been trending upwards in recent 
years, with 21 countries now supplying can­
ned tuna to that country. Imports from Japan, 
which account for over one half of the trade, 
are increasing, whereas imports from Yugo­
slavia and Peru are declining . 

2. Canned tuna packed in West Germa ny 
and Spain is super lor to that packed in other 
countries, but the -German production and 
Spanish exports to West Germany are ve r y 
small. Consequently, they have not affected 
Japanese exports to that country. J a p a nese 
canned tuna is highly regarded by German 
buyers and consumers'for its quality . A 
prominent German fish importer who was 
asked why he thought Japanes e canned tuna 
led all other similar imports by his c ountry 
remarked that Japanese product s consistently 
maintained a high quality . 

3. The City of Berlin report edly m a intains 
a reserve supply of 20 million cans of tuna for 
emergency use, which are stored for a period 
of 10 years and then replaced with a fresh 
stock. In West Germany, the p eop l e seem to 
particularly favor lightmeat t u na p a c k ed in 
oil. Many German housewives consider blue­
fin to make the best tuna pack, fo llowed in 
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order by yellowfin, skipjack, albacore , and 
big-eyed. 

4. The emergence o f J a pane s e c a nned tuna 
on the West German mark et m ay appropri:' 
a tely be called an II overwhe lmi ng develop ­
ment." Like canned tangerine, Japanese c an ­
ned tuna products have created a wonderful 
image in the minds of German consumers. 
However, despite this favorable c ondition, 
s ales are not expected to show any appreci­
able gain. This is because the West German 
market today abounds in all sorts of a ttrac ~ 
tively packaged, eye-catching foods whic h are 
oeing extensively promoted and which are 

I::: reating a deep impression on the cons umers. 

5. Under the present Japa nese p roduction 
s etup, where tuna processors pack t heir prod" 
ucts under numerous brands, it is probably 
impossible to reduce the number of brands t o 
2 or 3. However, it is believed t hat greater 
s tress could be laid on promoting the identity 
of Japanese products and thereby enhancing 
their image . A great potential e x ists for ex­
panding the West German canne d tuna mar­
Ic e'c, and it is no ex agger a tion t o say that it is 
fu lly possible t o increase the p resent volume 
of canned tuna s ales by about 40 perc ent with­
in the next 1 to 1 t years. (Su i san Keizai 
Shimbun, December' 9, 1965.) 

*;~*** 

I'UNA CANNED IN BRINE EXPORT 
lA.LES TO U . S . RESUM ED : 

Sales of Japanese canned tuna in brine for 
Kport to the United State s had been suspend­
:l since December 1 , 1 965, due to deadlock­
:l negotiations betwe en tuna packers and ex­
o r ters over conclusio ns of a new exporters 
. ~reement (exporters a greement for business 
4 ~ar 1965 expired November 30, 1 965 ). Sales 
e re temporarily resumed when the Govern-

.. e nt on December 24 , 1 965, announced that 
t would apply the interim export validation 
It a ndard based on the T rad e Control Ordi-
lance to permit e xport s until January 31, 

1 966. During the two months, the Govern­
ment was to validate canned tuna in brine ex­
ports totaling 500,000 cases, to be allocated 
to exporters on the basis of a 70 -percent past 
performance quota and a 30 -percent adjust­
ment quot a. For the December sales, the Ja 
pan Canned Tuna Sales Company planned to 
offer 180,000 caSes (150 ,000 cases of white­
meat tuna and 30,000 cases of lightmeattuna) 

P rice negotiations , which had been in prog 
ress between the Sales Company and export­
ers ' were settled on December 24, 1965, re­
sulting in raising the export prices an aver­
age of 70 cents a case for canned whitemeat 
tuna and 20 cents a case for canned lightmeat 
tuna. The new f.o.b. Japan prices went into 
effect in December; they are base prices and 
exclude promotional allowances heretofore 
granted to exporters and premiums previous 
ly paid to packers to encourage production. 
(Suisan Tsushin, December 27, 1965.) 

* * * * * 
ALBACORE TUNA EX - VESSEL PRICE 
TRENDS, DECEMBER 1965: 

Small quantities of albacore tuna were be­
ing landed in December 1965 at such ports as 
Kesennuma and Shiogama in northeastern Ja­
pan by long-line vessels engaged in the winter 
albacore fishery. The ex -vessel price of al­
bacore landed at those ports was: 

Port 

fKesennuma 
Shiogama 
Kesennuma 
Shiogama 

Date 

Dec. 13 
Dec. 14 
Dec. 15 
Dec. 15 

Ex -Vessel Price 

Yen/Kg. US$/Short Ton 
180-217 454-547 
220-260 554-655 
130-200 328-504 
188-233 474 -587 

The high price paid for albacore at that 
time of the year was due to increased domes 
tic demand in Japan for all varieties of fish 
for the holiday fresh fish trade. (Suisan Kei­
zai Shimbun, December 14-16, 1965.) 

* * * * * 
ALBACORE TUNA EXPORT 
QUOTA TO U. S. INCREASED: 

The Japan Export Frozen Tuna Producers 
Association, at a meeting December 16 1965 

Tuna Pack Ca n & Case New Old Price 
Size Base Price 

. . . . .. 
Yhitemeat 7 -oz. 48 's 9.70 

" 13-oz. 24's 8.95 

" 4 -lb. 6's 10 .40 
Jghtmeat 7 -oz. 48 's 8.15 

" 13-oz. 24 4s 7.90 

" 4 - lb . 6 's 8.75 

• (US$/Case) . .. . ..•.••.... , 
9.50 (incl. 60¢ advertising allowance) 
8 .80 ( " II II " 

10. 10 {" 30¢ promotional allo .... anc~ 
7.35 ( " 60¢ premium to packers) 
7. 15 ( " 60¢ "" " 
8.45 
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decided to use 5,000 short tons of the 15,000-
ton adjustment quota for exporting frozen 
round albacore directly to the United States 
from Japan proper. The albacore export 
quota (for direct shipment to the United States) 
had been set at 30 , 000 short tons for fiscal 
year 1965 (April 196 5 -March 1966) but that 
quantity was expected to be arrived at byear­
ly 1966. (Suisan Tsushin, December 13 & 17, 
1965.) 

FROZEN TUNA EXPORT PRICES 
TO ITALY, DECEMBER 1965: 

The price of Japanese frozen dressed yel­
lowfin tuna exported to Italy continued to 
trend upwards and record new highs. To­
wards mid-December 1965 it was US$490-
495 a metric ton c.i.f., compared to the No­
vember 1965 price of $455-460. In 1964, the 
average Japanese export price for yellowfin 
to Italy was $409 a ton; in 1963 , $394. 

In December 1965, other c.i.f. prices of 
Japanese dressed frozen tuna transshipped 
to Italy were: bluefin $455-460 a metric ton 
(1964 high $390 , 1964 a:verage price $339); 
big -ey ed $390 (1964 high $360 , 1964 average 
price $276). 

The rapid increase in the price of Japa­
nese tuna exported to Italy is attributed to: 
(1) expansion of processing facilities and in­
c r ease in consumer demand for canned tuna 
in Italy; (2) shortage of supply of tuna as a 
result of the rapid decline in Japanese fish­
ing effort in the Atlantic , which earlier in 
196 5 consisted of about 160 vessels but in 
December 1965 only 100 long-liners; and (3) 
the lar ge drop in the catch of yellowfin tuna. 
(Suisan Tsushin, December 14; Katsuo-Magu­
.!:.2.. Tsushin, November 26, 1965.) 

COMP ANY INCREASES ATLANTIC OCEAN 
TUNA PURSE-SEINING EFFORT: 

A fishing company announced at a press 
c onfe rence on December 17 , 1965, plans to 
dispatch in 1966 two additional pairs of two­
boat seiners to West Africa to join that firm's 
mothership-type purse-seine fleet (led by the 
1 ,600-ton mothership Chichibu Maru No.2). 
Despite large losses suffered from theUTh5 
operations , the fleet was successful incatch­
ing a total of 4 , 000 metric tons of fish (con -

sisting of 50 percent yellowfin, 40 percent 
skipjack , and 10 percent miscellaneous spe ­
cies)' and the fishery was considered to hold 
promise. (Suisan Tsushin, December 18, ... 
1965.) 

TUNA PURSE SEINER RE P ORTS 
GOOD FISHING IN SOUTH PAC IF IC: 

The Japanese purse seiner Taikei Maru 
No. 23 (212 gross tons), which left Japan, De­
cember 3, 1965, on a tuna fis hing trip to the 
southwest Pacific Ocean, began fishing off 
New Guinea around December 13. She unex­
pectedly encountered good fishing, takin g a 
full load in one week. She was scheduled to 
be back in Japan around December 27 o r 28 
with 65 metric tons of skipjack and 250 tons 
of yellowfin tuna. (Katsuo Maguro Tsus hin, 
December 22, 1965.) 

FIVE TRAWLERS TO CONDUCT WINTER 
OPERA TIONS IN GULF OF ALASKA: 

Japan expected to have a total of five large 
stern trawlers operating in the Gulf of Alaska 
during winter 1965/66. They include the Taiyo 
Maru No. 82 (2,886 gross tons), Daishin Maru 
No. 12"12,967 gross tons), Takachiho Ma:ru­
\3,"494 gross tons), Koyo Maru (2,521 gross 
tons) , and Akebono Maru No. 53 (1,450 gross 
tons). The Taiyo Maru No. 82 in early De ­
c ember f 96 5 was aIr e a d y on the fishing 
grounds (since SeptemberL as was the Daishin 
Maru No. 12 which departed Japan, November 
26. Scheduled departure dates for the other 
three vessels were: Takachiho Maru, Decem 
ber 10, Koyo Maru, December 14, and the 
Akebono Maru, late January or early F ebru­
ary 1966. The 276 -ton fishing ves s e l F ukuho 
Maru reportedly will fish for the Koyo Maru 
but as of early December her port departure 
had not been fixed. • 

Akebono Maru. large Japanese stem trawler fishing in the Gulf of 
Alaska during the winter of 1965/66. 

It is also reported that another fishi ng 
company will dispatch a 2,400-t on stern trawl " 
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e r to the Gulf in April 1966. On December 
1 0 , the Fisheries Agency announced the is­
suance of a construction permit to that firm. 
1'he trawler is to be constructed at a ship­

rd in southern Japan. (Suisancho Nippo , 
ecember 14; Suisan Keizai Shimbun, De­
mber 7, 1965.) 

* * * * * 
ISHING PLANS FOR 1966 IN 
~RING SEA -GULF OF ALASKA: 
i Applications submitted to the Fisheries 
gency by firms planning mothership-type 
awl fisheries in the Bering Sea and Gulf of 
aska show that Japan plans to operate in 

~ 66 a total of 14 motherships accompanied 
lY 208 catcher vessels in the Bering Sea and 
,1 mothers hips accompanied by 11 catcher 
ressels in the Gulf of Alaska. The previous 
lear 13 mothers hips and 175 catchers oper­
It ed in the Bering Sea and in the Gulf about 

Table 1 - List of Mothership-Type Bottomfish F:I~ets Planning 
to Operate in the Bering Sea in 1966.!i 

Mothership Size 

Gross Tons 
11, 192 
11,581 
7,482 

10,357 
10, 144 
3,499 
7,472 
9,300 
7,163 
3,698 
8,269 

14, 111 
572 
535 

bJect to Fisheries Agency approval. 

Catcher 
Vessels 

No. 
25 
15 
16 
30 
23 

1 
12 
11 
18 

1 
23 
29 

2 
2 

Table 2 - List of Japanese Bottom-Trawl FleeWanning to 
Operate in the Gulf of Alaska in 196 

Mothership Size 
Catcher 
Vessels 

Gross Tons No . 
~~ Maru No. 82 2,886 1 

chlliO"'Maru --:-. . . 3,494 1 
~"t>o-"o MaN No. S3 . 1,4S0 1 
lshin Maru ~ U . 2,967 1 
,lshima MaN .--:-. 3,495 1 

esignated 2,500 1 
...:2 Maru 2,521 1 

er construction 3,500 1 
~~ 1,950 1 

eSignated 2,400 1 
" 1,500 1 

~ub Jeet to Fisheries Agency approval. 

Fig. 1 - Typical small otter trawl 
mothelShip. 

Fig. 2 - Shows BerlOg Sea 

8 large trawlers accompam d b n 
ers. (SUlsan Keizat hlmbun Jan 
1966.) 



58 COMMERCIAL F ISHERIES REVIEW Vol. 28, No.3 

Japan (Contd.): 

ALASKA POLLOCK FOR FISH MEAL 
TO BE BOUGHT FROM SOVIETS: 

The Japanese fishery delegation sent to 
Moscow by a fishing firm and two trading 
firms to negotiate the purchase of Alaska 
pollock (for processing into meal) from the 
Soviet Union has concluded a contract. It 
calls for the purchase in 1966 of 45 , 000 met­
ric tons at US$20.50 a ton, $3 above the price 
paid for Soviet -caught Alaska pollock in 1965. 

Hoyo Maru, Japanese fish meal factoxyship that is to receive 
Alaska pollock from trawlers for use in fish meal. 

T h e fishing firm's 14,000-ton fish -meal 
factoryship Hoyo Maru was scheduled to de­
part Japan on January 10 for the Okhotsk Sea 
and to begin receiving deliveries of Alaska 
pollock from Soviet trawlers January 15. 
(Suisan Tsushin, January 6 & 10, 1966.) 

Editor's Note: According to one report, the 
purchase was negotiated at a price of $20.30 
a ton. Some periodicals in 1965 reported the 
1965 pric e to be $16 a ton, but several more 
recent articles state the price was $17.50 a ton. 

The Hoy o Maru in January - March 1965 re­
ceived deliveries of about 36,000 tons of pol­
lock from Soviet trawlers. The operation 
was a success , due in great part to the good 
demand for meal and the firm price of that 
product. Subsequently, several other large 
fishing companies submitted applications to 
the Fisheries Agency to purchase pollock 
from the Soviet Union for processing into 
meal and m inced fish meat. This was vigor­
ously opposed by the Hokkaido fishermen and 
processors. The Agency eventually author­
ized only the one firm to engage in the fish­
ery and granted that firm an increase inquota 
to 45 , 000 tons. However, the firm was au­
thorized to produce fish meal only. 
Note: See Com merc ial Fisheries Review, Januaxy 1966 p. 84· 

December 1965 p. 70 .------ , 

* * ,0" * * 

GOVERNMENT ANNOUNCES 
F ISH MEAL IMPORT ALLOCATION: 

The Japanese Ministry of International 
Trade and Industry (MIT!) announced an im­
port allocation of 56 , 000 metric tons of fish 
meal for the second six months of fiscal year 
1965 (April 1965-March 1966). That is 16,000 
tons less than the anticipated import alloca­
tion of 72 , 000 tons , but the reduction in quan­
tity is attributed to a world shortage in fish 
meal. For FY 1965 fish meal imports au­
thorized by MITI totaled 124, 000 metric tons. 

Fish meal was quoted on the Japanese do­
mestic market in late November 1965 at an 
average of $200 a metric ton, but MITI has 
calculated the importation of the 56 , 000 met­
ric tons of meal on the basis of $180 per ton 
c.i.f. (Nihon Suisan Shimbun, November 29, 
1965.) 

* * * * * 
MACKEREL FISHING COMPETITION FROM 
PURSE-SEINERS CAUSES PROBLEMS 
FOR POLE-AND-LINE FISHERMEN: 

Conflict has developed in the Japanese 
coastal mackerel fishery between purse-seine 
and pole -and -line fishermen. Purs e -s eine 
vessels of the Japanese Surrounding Net Fish­
ery Adjustment As sociation of the North Pa­
cific Area have moved into the coastal mack­
erel fishing grounds in large numbers. The 
entry of the purse-seine vessels is blamed 
for a drop in the catch of mackerel by pole" 
and-line fishermen under the East Japan 
Mackerel Pole-and-Line Fishery Adjustment 
Association. 

Mackerel landings in Japan by pole -and­
line fishermen for 1965 as of December 8, 
1965, were 30,401 metric tons valued at 
US$3. 7 8 million. Compared with 1964, that 
was a drop of 29 perceht in quantity and 21 
percent in value. On the other hand macker­
el landings by Japanese purse-sein~ fisher­
men in the first 11 months of 1965 were 
167 ,300 tons, valued at $12.87 million, an in" 
crease of 112 percent in quantity and 130 per­
c ent in value over 1964. 

. Pole-and-line fishermen of Kanagawa, 
Shlzuoka, and Ehime Prefectures have been 
hit especially hard by the competition from 
purse-seine vessels. It has caused a drop in 
ex-vessel prices as well as a catch decline for 
the pole-and-line vessels. 
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In late 1965, the pole-and~line fisherm n 
e.,nted a petition to the Japanese F1Sh r-

I Agency asking that (1) purse-seine fi h­
be prohibited at night; (2) the purs -5 ine 
ing season be shortened; and (3) th purs -

ne fishing grounds be restrict d. Th purs -
ine fisherm n oppos such limitations. 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency scheaul 
neeting between the two groups on Dec m­
r 16, 1965. The Fisheries Agency was ex­
~ted to mediate the dispute. ( ihon K 
cember 15, 1965.) 

* * * * * 
CKEREL FISHERY OFF TO 
OD START: 
The Japanese pole-and-line mackerel fish­
" which started January 8 off the Pacific 

last of Chiba Prefecture (east of Tokyo), 
t off to a good start. Catches between 
300-1,700 metric tons were being land d 
ily and sold at ex-vessel prices of 40-50 
n a kilogram (US$101-126 a short ton). 
lckerel packers were hoping to begin pack­

around January 20, but w re waiting 'for 
lces to drop below the 40-yen-per-kilo-

m level. (Kanzume Nip.££,. Januar' 18, 
6.) 

RY CATCH DOWN IN 1965: 
he total catch of saury as of Deccmhpr 

1965, was estimated at 227,000 met rl c 
and had already exceeded th ~ 1 G4 catch 
out 200,000 tons. By year1s end th 

was expected to total about 240,000 tons, • 
hat quantity is far below the catch f 
00 tons in 1963 and 483,000 tons 1019 2. 

landed value of the 1965 catch through 
'mber 15 was estimated at 9,200 l111l11on 
(US 25.5 million), exce >ding by 5~ p 1'-

196415 estimated valu of G 000 n111110n 
(U 16.7 million). The 1ar In rea_ 111 

1 is attribut d to th pOOl' fi~h1l1 c n 1-

which pr vailed during th earl part 
le s as on and f ar of another p r a-
, th I' by resulhng 111 compehtlOn or lIP­

among uch groups a~ balt and cann 
pI' c ssors. ( uisan Tsu hll1 c mb r 

1 65.) ---

'" '" * 
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from home for more than a year. The home 
will provide a place for recreation and relax­
ation. (Nihon Keizai, January 13 , 1966.) 

* * * * * 
JAPAN-COMMUNIST CHINA PRIVATE 
FISHERIES AGREEMENT RENEWED: 

Japanese private fishery interests and 
Communist China, on December 17 , 1965, 
reached accord in Peking to extend for an­
other 2 years the Japan -Communist China 
Private Fishery Agreement covering fishing 
operations in the East China Sea and the Yel­
low Sea, effective December 23, 1965. Agree­
ment was reached following 3 weeks of nego­
tiations. 

The areas covered by the agreement are 
north of 27 0 N . latitude and eas t of a line ex­
tending approximately 50 miles off the Chi­
nese mainland. In those areas, the agree­
ment provides, among other things for six 
fishing zones where a limited number of fish­
ing vessels from both countries may fish, and 
emergency ports of call for distressed fish­
ing vessels of both countries. In the fall of 
1965, Japan was reported to have 760 drag­
net vessels and 20 trawlers operating in the 
area covered by the agreement. 

The new agreement calls for a tightening 
of fishery regulations on mesh sizes, mini­
mum fish size, and catch composition. It al­
so provides for extending eastward regula­
tory areas 1 and 2 to a distance of 15 miles, 
mainly for the purpose of protecting shrimp 
resources. The number of vessels, both Jap­
anese and Chinese, that can operate in the 
restricted areas remains the same. (The 
Japan Economic Journal, December 28,1965; 
Suisan Tsushin and Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
December 20, 1965; and other sources.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review Dec. 1965 p. 70; Jan. 

1965 p. 85; Jan. 1964 ~--' 

* * * * * 
FISHERIES AGENCY BUDGET 
FOR FISCAL YEAR 1966: 

The Japanese Cabinet on January 14, 1966, 
approved a general account budget for fiscal 
year 1966 (begins April 1) for submission to 
the Diet (parliament), which convened in late 
January. Funds requested for the Fisheries 
Agency, Ministry of Agriculture and Forest ­
ry, total 24.2 billion yen (US$67 .2 million), 

an increase of 4 .0 billion yen ($11 .1 million) 
or about 20 percent over 1965's regular fi8~­
ery budget of almost 20 .2 billion yen ($56 .1 
million). The proposed increase in the fish­
ery budget is considerably hlgher than any 
past increases approved by th Cabinet. 

Proposed funding for some fisheries pro­
grams include: 

Proposed 
I r'66 Budget 1965 Budget Program 

1,000 1,000 

~ US$ Yen US$ 
m provem ent of vessel 
9 ar and shipboard 
medical servIce. 38 ... 000 105.556 - -

Improvement lJl "eathe 
and fishing conditIon 

24.000 1 forecasts . 29 000 80 556 66 667 
Resource conservation 

(lncludlOg water pol -
473,000 1 ~££!!.trol 482 000 1 339 000 314 000 

Measurt!s to 1m rove 
marketlDg of fishery 
oroducu ..•... f-l~()QQ. 975 QOO 2524 OOQ. 700 000 

Sea farmlOg develop·:-
ment surveys 19,000 52,778 12,000 33,333 

1 ew programs in the fiscal year 1966 fish 
, ery budget include, among others, extension 
I of a $14,000 government subsidy to improve 

medical service aboard fishing vessels en ­
gaged in high -seas fisheries, 83,000 for in­
stallation of labor -saving devices at oard the 
602 -ton government research vessel Shoyo 
Maru, and $7,000 for long - line gear resear 
The proposed budget also includes a large i 
crease in funds for the promotion of frozen 
fishery products on the Japanese domestic 
market and a request for additional funds [C'l 
sea -farm development projects. (Suisan!L. \ 
zal Shlmbun, January 17; Mmato Shlmbun, 
January 15, 1966.) 

Keny a 

FISHERIES PRODUCTION, 1964: 

Fishenes Production, 1964 

rea of Production 
or Product 

ish: 
Coast 
Lake Victoria • 
Lake Baringo • 
Lake Rudolf • 
Lake Naivasha . 
Other Lakes • • 

Quantity 

MetrIC Tons 

4,652 
12, 000 

600 
850 
550 
350 

Ex -Vessel Value 

248,275 
672,000 

18, 120 
4 , 760 

18,480 
19, 600 

US$I , OOO 

6,952 
18, 816 

507 
133 
517 
549 

(Table continued on next page . 
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Fisheries Production, 1964 (Contd.) 

l<\rea of Production 
Quantity Ex-Vessel Value or Product 

Metric Tons 
Fish ponds 120 
Rivers .. 1,000 

Total. . 20,122 

~.Marine 
Products: 
Oyster meats 2.5 
Oyster shell--

crushed ... 100.0 
Beche-<le-mer 

(Sea cucumberf 
(fresh weight 35.4 

Green turtle • . 5.0 
Spiny lobster 

(crawfish) •• 52.6 
Shrimp (prawn) 27.0 

Total .• .. 222 . 5 

Grand total . 20,344.5 

Note: One Kenya .b equals US$2. 80. 

Republic of Korea 

TUNA FISHING IN 

IU. 
i3, 440 
44,800 

1,039,475 

3,353 

2,500 

752 
168 

10,245 
2,500 

19,518 

1,058,993 

ATLANTIC AND INDIAN OCEANS 
PLANNED FROM AFRICAN BASES: 

US$1,OOO 
376 

1, 254 

29 , 104 

94 

70 

21 
5 

287 
70 

547 

29,651 

Korea plans to set up fishing bases (main­
ly for tuna) at various African c oastal ports , 
according to the Korea Marine Industry De­
velopment Corporation. From those African 
bases , South Korean vessels would be able to 
fish extensively for the first time in the South 
Atlantic and Indian Oceans. 

To expand fishery exports, Kore a has been 
making large investments in an offshore fish­
ing fleet. An example is the order for 91 fish­
ing vessels (including 76 tuna vessels and 
Some trawlers) placed by Korea with a French ­
Italian group. In Augusf 1965, it was an­
nounced that half of those vessels would b e 
d elivered in 1965 and the remainder in1 966 . 

Under current proposals , Korea will begin 
a massive buildup of her fishing fleet with 
funds provided by Japan under the normaliza­
tion agreement between the two countries . 
Some of the funds will also be use d to de­
velop Korean processing and canning plants . 

Fishery and marine product exports with 
a total value of US$29 .3 million was South 
Korea's target in 1965. (United States Em­
b assy' Seoul, December 27 , 1965.) 
~ 

Morocco 

CANNERS COMPLAIN 
ABOUT EXPORT CONTRO LS: 

Canned fish was among the products placed 
under the control of the Office de Commer­
cialisation et d ' Exportation PCE ) by the July 
1965 decrees nationaliza ting Moroccan ex ­
ports of food products and handicrafts. 1m­
plementing the nationalization of the exports 
of the canning indu s try (which in 1964 export ­
ed $26.8 million in c anned fish, $4.2 million 
in canned fruits a nd vegetables, and $3 . 2 mil­
lion in canned fr u it and vegetable juices) ap­
peared to be less complicated because of the 
nonperishabl e nature of the product, the con­
trol exercised over the industry by the OCE's 
predecessor (the Office Cherifien de Control 
d'Exportation) , and the organization of the in ­
dustry in c anne r s associa tions . However, in 
a late 1 965 meeting of the Conseil Superieur 
de la Conserve, t he members decided to send 
a memorandum of their grievances against 
the OCE t o the various ministers who serve 
on the governin g council of that organization. 
According to t he newspaper, Maroc Informa­
tions , the m em orandum made the following 
points : 

(1) T he n ew expenses imposed on the pro­
ducers despite their protests add to produc­
tion c osts already too high. 

(2) Despite the good intentions of the re­
sponsible officials, the administrahve regu­
lations which govern the organization do not 
permit it the flexibility required in commerce 
or the s peed necessary in export operations. 
For t hese reasons numerous claims by pur­
cha sers are made daily. 

(3) T he lack of technical knowledge in cer­
tain branches (of the OCE ) or the lack of ex­
per ience results in serious mistakes which 
harm t he foreign customers as well as the 
canners and damages the good commercial 
reput a tion of the Moroccan industry. 

(4 ) The uncertainty of obtaining a normal 
profit m argin in the canning industry not on­
ly will prevent its expansion but will risk 
checking investments required for modern­
i za tion already undertaken. 

While the situation outlined in the memo­
randum is perhaps due in part to the initial 
confusion and administrative problems in­
volved in hurriedly setting up a ne v organi­
za tion the Moroccan cannmg industry, par­
ticula;ly the fish canners, have been in a 
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precarious state for some years. Th achE­
tional production costs caus d by th aCE 
have only added to the probl ms of th fish 
canners. 

According to the weekly, La Y.L Econom­
igue, the average cost price of pack d sar­
dines which make up about 80 perc nt of th 
Moroccan canned fish exports is higher than 
the average world market pric . This is 
brought about by the fact that the price of th 
fresh fish to the canners is set by the Gov­
ernment on the basis of a fair r turn to th 
vessel owners who operate old inefficient 
boats with excess labor. Labor costs on th 
fishing vessels and in the canneries ar hIgh 
because of union pressure, which IS support­
ed by the Government, to keep employment 
at maximum levels. 

The portion of the sardine pack WhICh IS 
sold at world market prices is thus sold at a 
net loss to the industry . This loss howey r, 
is more than made up by the sale of an an­
nual duty-free quota to France at the high 
price of the protected French interna! mar­
ket. Most of the industry is dependent on 
this French quota which is renewed annually. 
The quota could, however, be abolished or 
drastically reduced at any time. 

In 1966, the price squeeze on the fish can­
ners is even greater than before since other 
costs, including the price of cans and the oils 
used in packing the fish, have risen. In addi­
tion' the aCE receives the equivalent of 60 
U.S. cents per case of canned fish exported to 
France and 20 U.S. cents per case on exports 
to other countries. As a result of these in­
creased costs and delays caused by the new ­
ness of the aCE, the latest available statis ­
tics show that canned fish exports dropped 
36 percent during July-September 1965 as 
compared to the same period in 1964. Ac ­
cording to the aCE1s statistics, exports of 
canned fish during the summer quarter were 
lower than in any of the past nine years. 
(United States Embassy, Rabat, Morocco, 
January 5, 1966.) 

~ -! 

~ ~~: 

New Zealand 

Japan e and e 
nt diSCUS d In .arl Janu -

ary 1966 q s IOn of ew Z aland1s welve-
mile flshmg zone. ThIS zone was estabh hed 
by l' W Z aland legl::.la Ion enacted on ep em­
her 10 1965 and took effec January 1, 1 ~6 6. 
Japanese Gov rnm n rcpresen a ives s a ed 
that they w r unabl 0 recogmze the va lidi y 
of the l 'ew Z aland zon in t rms of Japan1 s 
understanding 0' in rna lOnal law on such 
questions. New Zealand representatives re­
affirmed 1· ew Zealand I s vie \ tha it is vi thin 
the sole competence of the coastal state . 

The Japanese indicated that they intend to 
refer the matter to the In t ernationa l Court of 
Justice in order to resolve the d ifference of 
opinion on the the interna tiona l l e gal issue. 
They suggested t ha t this might b e done jointly 
by both gover nm e nts. It was the New Zealand 
Government1 s understand ing t hat the Japanese 
Government would , a s a next step, submit de ­
tailed proposals fo r s tating jointly a case to 
t he c ourt. Meantime , provision has been made 
for continuing consu ltations through diplomat ­
i c channels on the interim situation in order 
to ensure that t he merits of either partyl s 
lega l pos ition s hould not be prejudiced and 
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that the overall friendly relations between 
the two countries should be preserved. (Unit­
ed States Embassy, Wellington, January 7, 
1966.) 

Nigeria 

SHRIMP FISHERY TRENDS, LATE 1965: 
The shrimp resource off Nigeria has at­

tracted a lot of interest. Following is a short 
summary of recent development projects in 
this potential fishery: 

In the spring of 1964, a trawler working 
off Nigeria was supplied shrimp trawls (Gulf 
of Mexico-type) through the cooperative ef­
forts of the U. S. Agency for International 
Development (AID) and the Food and Agricul­
ture Organization (FAO). The results proved 
more than satisfactory. The vessel which 
had been landing from 50 to 100 pounds of 
heads -on shrimp after a 3 -day trip started 
landing from 1, 000 to as high as 2, 400 pounds 
of shrimp in the same length of time at sea. 
As a result of those catches , shrimp ship­
ments totaling 6 , 426 pounds were sent to the 
United States market to test its acceptance. 
The shrimp was handled through r e gular 
t rade channels and proved quite acceptable 
a s to taste and appearance. Most of the 
Hhrimp caught off Nigeria are of the Penaeus 
cluorarum species and correspond to Gulf of 
Tl"I exico pink shrimp, according to marine bi­
( logists. There have been several types of 
E h rimp trawls used off Nigeria since the in­
i tial trials and all have been successful. 

Most of the shrimp fishing done during the 
l itial explorations in 1964 was in 12 to 20 
fathoms outside of Lagos Harbor , some 20 
['l iles in either direction. Since then the 
United States trawler Basra , which arrived 
La January 1965, has found richer shrimp 
grounds in the delta area off Port Harcourt. 
Catch rates were as high as 1,500 pounds of 
h.eads -off shrimp a night. During the limited 
explorations from April 1964 to December 
1965, there was no appreciable seasonal 
change in production, but more intensive fish­
ing might reveal a seasonal pattern. 

Since the first large catch of shrimp off 
~igeria in April 1964, U. S. commercial 
;~rms have shown a growing interest in the 
lshery. 

One U. S. firm sent two American shrimp 
trawlers to explore for shrimp off Nigeria in 
J,an~ary 1965. That company plans a shrimp 
flshmg operation off Nigeria in which the catch 
would be processed at sea aboard freezer 
trawlers. 

Two other U. S.' firms were given AID sur­
vey grants to study the Nigerian shrimp 
grounds, and their representatives arrived 
in the ear ly months of 1965. One of thos e 
groups returned in October 1965 to make final 
arrangements for a joint U. S. -Nigerian com­
pany to be located in the Port Harcourt area 
starting with a nucleus of 10 shrimp trawlers. 

Still another large shrimp producer from 
Tampa, Fla., arrived in October 1965 and 
spent some time surveying the various Ni­
gerian ports and facilities. The reaction was 
favorable, and it is expected that an operation 
by this group will be started soon. 

In addition, AID is going ahead with plans 
to help Nigerians develop a local trawler fleet. 
Several technicians for the AID project have 
already been aSSigned. (United States Embas­
sy' Lagos, December 21 , 1965.) 

Norway 

EXPOR TS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS 
AT RECORD LEVEL IN 1965: 

Norwegian exports of fishery products in 
1965 had a record high value of about US$200 
million. Production of frozen fishery products 
and fish meal were up substantially in 1965. 
Norwegian landings in 1965 totaled more than 
2.1 million tons as compared to 1.4 million 
tons in 1964. Very large catches of herring 
in the North Sea throughout the second half of 
1965 accounted for much of the increase. 

Compared with 1964, the export increas es 
in 1965 for the main categories of Norwegian 
fish products were as follows: fr esh, fro ' '1, 

dried, salted, and smoked fish--2 3 percent; 
herring meal--38 percent; other fish meal--
31 percent; and hardened fats--18 percent. 
(The Export Council of Norway, January 1966.) 

::{c * * * * 
EX - VESSEL PRICES FOR 
INDUSTRIAL FISH IN 1966: 

Ex-vessel prices in 1966 for reduction fish 
(herring and other species) have been agreed 

t' , 
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upon in Norway by representatives of the fish ­
f~rmen and the fish meal and oil industr y . 

Norwegian Ex -Vessel Prices for Reduction Fish, 1965 -1966 

Species 1966 1965 

(US$ Per Short Ton) 
Fat h e rring . . . • • . . 1/ 2/ 
Winter herring (storsild) 36.66 29.77 
Winter herring (vaarsild) • 30.59 26.63 
;North Sea herring . . . . . 45 .40 40.15 
k:apelin ... . .....• 16.70 12 . 77 

27.31 23.18 

During January I-October 9, 1965, exports 
of the principal items in standard cases (100 
1 cans) were as follows (comparable 1964 data 
in parentheses): brisling 311,000 cases 
(307,000 cas e s), small sild 640,000 cases 
(645,000 cases), and k ippered herring 206,000 
cases (201 ,000 cases ). 

During January I-August 31, 1965, exports 
of canned crab were 497 metric tons (446 tons 
in 1964) and exports of canned shrimp were 
312 tons (613 tons in 1964). 

~andeel •.•...... . 
~oIWay pout .• . • . . . 25.53 21.46 
~ackerel, Jan. 1-Aug. 15 42.16 } 35.22 
lMackerel, Aug. 16-Dec . 31 40.26 

l / The 1966 prices for fat herring will , as a change from 1965, be 
- based partly on the fat content of the fish. The basic price 

in price group I (1-3 herring per kilogram) is set at US$19.94 

Pack of canned brisling during January 1-
October 9, 1965, was 356,000 standard cases 

- (no change from 1964) and that of small sild 
was 427 , 000 standard cases (down 17 percent 
from 1964). 

per short ton, and in price group II (more than 3 herring per 
kilogram) at$18.77 per ton . For each percent of fat exceed -
ing 2 .7 percent there will be an additional payment of $1.52 
a ton. 

¥IoPrices not available. 
ote: Prices above were originally announced in NOIWegian kro-
ner p er hectoliter . The prices in dollaI;S per short ton were 
arrive d at by the use of official NOIWegian conversion factors 
(1 krone equals 14 U.S. cents). 

The 1966 ex-vessel prices are higher than 
in 1965. 

The year 1965 was a record year for the 
Norwegian fish meal and oil producers in 
terms of production as well as sales . In Jan­
uary -October 1965, total deliveries of her­
ring and other fish to the reduction plants 
reached 1.5 million short tons, or 85 percent 
more than in 1964. The increase was largely 
accounted for by record catches of North Sea 
h erring and capelin. 

According to official Norwegian trade sta­
tistics, 206 , 900 short tons of herring meal 
valued a t Kr . 235 million (US$32.9 million) 
were exported in January-October 1965, or 
about one-third more in terms of quantity 
a nd two -thirds more in terms of value than 
in 1964. (United States Embassy, Oslo, Janu­
a ry 9, 1966.) 

CANNED FISH EXPOR T TRENDS, 
JANUARY I-OCTOBER 9, 1965, 
WITH COMPARISONS: 

Exports of the principal Norwegian canned 
fish export items (brisling, small sild, and 
kippered herring) were about the same during 
the first three quarters of both 1964 and 1965. 
But in 1965 stocks were down and fishing for 
brisling and small sild was disappointing. 

Stocks of brisling and small sild were short 
in late 1965. Increasing sales of Norwegian 
canned brisling over the last several years 
have cut into carryover stocks, and the 1965 
pack of brisling (although about the same as 
in 1964) failed to meet demand. The brisling 
fishing season closed October 15, 1965; how­
ever , canners continued to pack briSling from 
frozen stocks. The small sild fishing season 
was expected to continue until January 31, 
1966 , and packers were hoping for some im­
provement in fishing during the latter part of 
the season. 

The United States was the principal market 
for Norwegian canned fish exports in the first 
8 months of 1965 taking 7,017 tons valued at 
Kr. 39 million (US$5.4 million), a gain of 8per ­
cent in quantity and 10 percent in value over 
the same period of 1964. Other important 
markets for Norwegian canned fish are Great 
Britain, continental European countries, South 
Africa, Canada, and Australia . (Norwegian 
Canners Export Journal, October and Novem­
ber 1965.) 

* * * * * 
COST OF TYPICAL NEW 
HERRING PURSE SEINER: 

Norway's productive North Sea herring 
fishery has encouraged the construction of 
many new purse seiners. A typical new Nor­
wegian steel seiner (length 125 feet, breadth 
26.5 feet, and depth 13.5 feet with an 800-
horsepower diesel engine, sonar, echo-sound­
er, radar, direction - finder, radiotelephone, 
winch, and power block ) costs about US$280,000. 
A towboat and seine skiff with echo-sounder 
costs $9,100; two seines cost $56,000, and a 
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fish pump $11,200. (Dansk Fiskeritidende, 
December 17, 1965.) 

* ':c * * *. 

LONG-LINE BAITING 
MACHINE DEVELOPED: 

A small baiting machine for long-line fish­
ing has been developed by a firm in Stavanger, 
'West Norway, in cooperation with the Chem-
: cal-Technical Research Institute of the Nor-
, egian Directorate of Fisheries. Before 
b aiting, the line is coiled up in the machine, 
and the hooks put into magazines containing 
2 00 each. When the line runs into the water, 
fish for bait is fed into the machine, and 
pieces are automatically attached to the hooks 
as they pass by. Two hooks are baited every 
s econd. This allows a vessel to maintain a 
s peed of 6 knots while playing out the long 
line. 

The machine, based on a patented device 
invented by a fisherman, is said to be of a 
very simple design which is suitable for all 
Idnds of fishing vessels. (Export Counci~ of 
Norway.) 

L OA TING PLASTIC FISH 
~ONTAINER TESTED: 

Floating plastic fish containers for use by 
~ erring fishing vessels to add to their hold­
in g capacity (by 46 to 183 metric tons) are 
I> e ing tested by the Central Institute for In-
i strial Research at Oslo, Norway. 

A 46 -ton container, which is described as 
I ausage-like, occupies less space than a life 
r af t. If the catch exceeds the carrying ca­
~ , acity of the vessel, the container can be 
Hunched filled with fish, kept afloat with com­
), essed air, and towed to the landing place. 
~ he first experimental container tested has 
1 capacity for 500 hectoliters (46.2 metric 
:ons) of herring or similar bulk fish. A simi­
i~r container capable of carrying 2,000 hecto-
,lters (183 metric tons) will also be tested. 

If expectations are fulfilled, one of the 
lroblems ariSing during heavy herring fish­
ng off Norway should be solved, as fisher­
llen will be able to make use of excess catch­
!S or keep fishing beyond their present lim­
lations. 

The 2,000 -hectoliter container is to be 
fitted with a radar reflector or radio beacon 
which will direct tugs or transport vessels t~ 
the spot where the containers were released 
after having been filled from the fishing ves­
sels. The tugs might be needed to tow the 
larger containers because' some skepticism 
?as .teen expressed as to the chances of bring­
mg m a fully loaded purse-seine vessel safely 
when towing a fully loaded container under 
rough weather conditions. (World Fishing, 
December 1965.) (; 

_~Qkistan 

CHINESE TO INCLUDE 
FISHERY PRODUCTS IN TRADE FAffi: 

Chinese Communists plan a If giant trade 
fair" in mid-March at Karachi, Pakistan. 
Fishery products will be among the 4, 000 
items on display. (U. S. Embassy, Karachi, 
January 14, 1966.) 

® 
~ 

Persian Gulf 

SHRIMP FLEET BUILT IN NORWAY 
ARRIVES IN PERSIAN GULF: 

A complete shrimp fleet, comprising a 
177 -foot mothership, eight 89-foot trawlers, 
and a 39-foot exploratory stern trawler , be­
gan operating in the Arabian Gulf in late 1965 
after an armada-style voyage from Bergen, 
Norway, to Kuwait. 

All eight trawlers in the fleet are fitted 
with freezing equipment. The mothers hip, 
christened the Marzook, supplies them with 
fuel , water , etc. , takes on their frozen catch­
es ' and cooks and freezes some of the shrimp 
in a blast freezer with a capacity of 4 tons in 
24 hours. The catches are then loaded aboard 
a cargo vessel for shipment to foreign m ar­
kets, mainly in Great Britain and the United 
States. (Simrad Echo, January 14, 1966.) 

Peru 
~

. 

1 • 

, 

LIBERALIZES LICENSE PERIOD F OR 
FOREIGN-FLAG FISHING VESSELS : 

Supreme Decree No. 16 , dated December 
28, 1965, liberalizes the period of license 
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validity for foreign -flag vessels fishing for 
Peruvian companies. Under the terms of the 
decree, licenses for such vessels will be 
valid to the end of the calendar year in which 
they are purchased. (U. S. Embassy, Lima, 
January 6, 1966.) 

W, 
Philippines 

BUY SOUTH AFRICAN CANNED FISH: 
Under a purchase agreement concluded at 

the end of the season, some 70,000 cases of 
canned sardines had been shipped to the Phil­
ippines. According to the Namib Times , the 
Philippine National Marketing Corporation 
(NAMARCO) wished to buy considerably more, 
but the South -West African end -of-season 
supplies were inadequate. Large orders are 
expected during the coming season. The pe­
riodical speculates that the recent change of 
Government in the Philippines is unlikely to 
affect South-West African fish sales to that 
country as the fish are highly competitive in 
terms of price and quality. 

This is the second large purchase of fish 
by the Philippines since announcement of a 
ban on imports from South Africa. In April 
1964, the Philippines purchased 875,000 
cases. (United States Consulate, Cape Town, 
December 17,1965.) 

Poland 

A TLANTIC TUNA FISHERY NOT PLANNED: 
Poland does not now fish for tuna and has 

only taken a few tuna incidentally while catch­
ing other fish. Initiation of tuna fishing, in­
cluding construction of tuna vessels, was con­
sidered during development of the new 5-year 
fisheries plan 

Japanese long-lining techniques and pow­
er-block purse-seining were reviewed but 
both would require learning complex new 
techniques. At least one Polish fisheries ex ­
pert considered the labor involved in long ­
lining unsuited to Polish fishermen. Furt her ­
more, an effort to send a Pole to Japan 
through FAO to learn long-lining was can ­
celled by Japanese industry oppos ition. 

Special tuna vessels would have to be con­
structed . At present there is no tuna vessel 
building program nor is t here one included in 
the new 5- Year P lan. However , a latent Pol­
ish interest in tuna fishing remains . (U. S. 
Embassy, Warsaw, January 22, 1966 .) 

Editor's Note: There ha ve b e en inc idental 
catches of tuna while fishing for herr i ng in 
the North Sea and possibly off Africa. The 
Polish state fishery enterprise" Arka" sent a 
cutter to fish with poles and lines for tuna in 
the Bay of Biscay in 1960 with unsatisfactory 
results. Canned tuna available in P oland is 
mostly imported from Yugoslavia and i s not 
a significant item in domestic fish consump­
tion. The staff of the Sea Fisheries Institute, 
Gdynia, did much of the backgrou:1d investiga­
tion for the tuna project proposed for the new 
5-Year Plan. 

CONSTRUCTION AND EXPORT 
OF FISHING VESSELS: 

Polish Shipyards built the first vessels fo r 
export in 1952. They were conventionalB -
10 class steam trawlers destined for Soviet 
owners, each of 450 tons deadweight. Five 
years later they were replaced by an im ­
proved B-14 series, of which 46 units were 
built by 1961. The heavy and s pacious steam 
engine of the B-I0 was replaced in the B -14 
by a much smaller diesel engine. 

The building of the first factory tra wlers 
and stern trawlers was also underta k e n . Pol ­
ish Shipyards have maste red the s erial pro­
duction of large base ships serving as floatin 
warehouses, and workshops a s we ll a s t he 
construction of processing fact orys hips op­
erating with fishing flotillas fa r a way from 
home ports. 

Two Polish shipya rds ha v e speCia liz ed in 
the building of fishing vessels. F ishing ves­
sels built in Polish s hipy a r ds can be seen 
more and more freque ntly i n nearly all of the 
world's fishing gr ou nds. T hey operate in 
tropical oceans near African coasts , in the 
North Atlantic , and in the Caribbean Sea. 

According to statistics published by Brit­
ish sources (Lloyd 's Register) , Poland ranks 
s econd in the world for f ishing vessel tonnage 
built, with Japan first. A noticeable percent­
a ge of the Polish -built fi shing vessels are ex­
por t ed. 
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The Import and Export Office for Ships 
and Marine Equipment (CENTROMOR) of 
Warsaw has sold 173 vessels over the past 
15 years to fcreign customers. For several 
,years French owners from the Atlantic ports 
Jf Boulogne-sur-Mer, Lorient, and La Ro­
:::helle have been regular clients of Polish 
3hipyards, which have built for them B -20, 
B-2 1, and B-27 class motor trawlers. (Pol­

,.sh Maritime News, November 1965.) --

IR umania 

DISCONTINUES FISHING IN 
THE NORTHWEST ATLANTIC: 

The large stern trawler Galati came into 
the port of Casablanca, Morocco, for sup­
plies, The Galati and her sistership Constanta 
were fishing off the United States Atlantic 
coast the latter part of 1965. The Galati re­
portedly caught 500 metric tons of herring as 
Nell as some cod while operating on Georges 
Bank in the Northwest Atlantic. Early in 
1966 the Galati was fishing off Morocco's 
southern coast for mack ere I and allied spe ­
cies. (La Peche Maritime, November 1965, 
~. 841.)-

Editor 's Note: In January 1966 , both of 
:he large freezer stern trawlers, owned by 
he Rumanian Government, began fishing off 
~ estern Africa. Both Rumanian trawlers aI­

J fished off Africa's west coast between the 
t r opic of Cancer and the Equator in the 
I Jring of 1965. One of them, the Constanta, 
I lUght about 2,000 metric tons of fish in one 
*month-Iong trip and produced 860 tons of 

~ iible fishery products and 200 tons of fish 
r e al. In previous trips, the two Rumanian 
~ e rn trawlers fished near the Faeroe Is-
~ n ds and in the Pac ific. 

te: See Commercial Fisheries Review, April 1965 p. 82; July 
1964 p. 55; March 1964 p. 67. 

~ 
louth Africa Republic 

[ UCH OF 1966 FISH MEAL OUTPUT 
OLD IN ADVANCE FOR HIGHER PRICES: 

About 60 percent of expected 1966 fish 
1eal output in the South Africa Republic was 
old in advance at prices at least 25 percent 
hove those in 1965, according to an official 

in the South African industry. He said that 
the high prices in the world market were due 
to uncertainties in the Peruvian 0 u t 1 0 0 k. 
(Namib Times , December 24, 1965.) 

South -West Africa 

WHITE FISH INDUSTRY EXPANSION: 
POSSibly in response to the rapidly in­

creasing foreign interest in South-West Afri­
ca's white fish resources , several South or 
South-West African companies have indicated 
plans for exploiting the resource through fa­
cilities planned or under construction at Wal­
vis Bay. An article in the Namib Times of 
November 26 , 1965, indicated that among the 
planned investments in Walvis Bay are: (1) 
a white fish factory valued at more than 
US$4.2 million to be constructed by the Ma­
rine Products group; (2) a fish and meat 
freezing plant to be constructed by a South 
African company which is already doing ex­
perimental trawling off the coast; and (3) con­
struction of a $350,000 white fish factory by 
Atlantic Rock Lobster Bpk. , subject to the 
Administration's approval of certain arrange­
ments. According to the article, Atlantic 
Rock Lobster is seeking permission to use 
three foreign trawlers with crews to fish for 
the company. It has also obtained the partici­
pation of British interests who will help with 
technical staff, construction and operation of 
the factory, the supply of modern machinery, 
and marketing. Finally, the article noted that 
an $85,000 white fish and snoek processing 
fac tory owned by Tafelberg Fisheries is al­
ready under construction in Walvis Bay. The 
Walvis Bay Town Council has set aside a 
number of additional plots of sea frontage for 
fish-processing factories, indicating that fur ­
ther interest may have been expressed by 
other South African firms. (United States 
Consulate, Cape Town, Dec. 17, 1965.) 

>}: * * * ':C 

VESSEL OWNERS SEEK TO RESTRICT 
FOREIGN FISHING VESSELS: 

In a letter to the Administrator of South­
West Africa, the Walvis Bay Boat Owners' 
Association has suggested that restrictions 
be applied to foreign trawling operations off 
the South-West African coast, in order to 
prevent overfishing beyond the territory's 
12 -mile fishing limit. Among the suggestions 
incorporated in the letter were: (1) prevent-
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ing the transshipment of fish by foreign trawl­
ers calling at Walvis Bay; and (2) denying 
fresh provisions and water at Walvis Bay. 
The letter culminates a press and public at ­
tack on the growing incursions of foreign 
fishing vessels in the waters off South -West 
Africa. Although the vast majority of the 
vessels are believed to fish only white fish, 
the boat owners' concern seems to center 
around possible depletion of the pilchard 
stocks through disruption of their breeding 
grounds, which lie fairly close to the 12-
mile fishing limit. A representative of the 
"South African fishing industry, commenting 
on the Association's proposals, tended to dis­
miss them as impractical and ineffective. 

According to the periodical Cape Argus 
(Cape Town, S. Africa) of November 13 , 1965, 
Walvis Bay has become a supply station for 
fishing vessels from a number of other coun­
tries. In addition, crew members of many of 
the vessels spend considerable sums of money 
in Walvis Bay for personal needs. Among the 
nations represented are: Belgium, Israel, 
Spain, Japan, U.S.S.R., Bulgaria, and Poland. 
Soviet, Bulgarian, and Polish vessels have 
been discouraged from visits to Walvis Bay 
and their frequency of stops had decreased 
noticeably in late 1965. (United States Con­
s u late, Cape Town, December 17 , 1965.) 

Thailand 

J APANESE SET UP JOINT SHRIMP 
E NTERPRISE IN THAILAND: 

A Japanese fishing firm a nd a Thai trading 
company have agreed to establis h a joint 
shrimp-processing company in Thailand. The 
Japanese firm will provide technical assist ­
ance in the freezing and processing of shrimp 
and will purchase the frozen shrimp produced 
by the joint company for export to Japan. It 
was reported that the Japanese firm hopes to 
purchases 300-400 metric tons of frozen shrimp 
a y ear. The proposed venture was scheduled 
to begin operations in February 1966. (Suls an 
Keizai Shimbun, January 17, 1966 .) 

Tristan da Cunha 

TRISTAN DA CUNHA SPINY LOBSTER 
FISHERY, LATE 1965 : 

A spiny lobster fishing projec t and a new 
harbor should bring import ant changes to the 
tiny island of Tristan da Cunha in the mid ­
South Atlantic where about 260 people live. 
Many of the islanders are fishermen, but the 
have been able to push their sma ll dinghies 
off the rocky beach through the heavy surf 
only about 40 days a year . The new har bor 
will extend their fishing season. 

The harbor is being provided by the Brit­
ish Government at a cost of about R160,000 
(US$222,000) and should be ready for use a­
bout April 1966 . Sited on the r2ef in fro nt of 
the settlement, the small harbor comprises 
2 curving arms, each 60 feet wide at the base, 
which are 270 feet apart at their shore ends 
and reach to within 50 feet of each other at 
the entrance. A depth of water of 9 feet has 
been provided by blasting out solid rock . 

The harbor has made possible a new shor e 
based processing and freezing plant at Tris­
tan, which is being financed by interests in t he 
South Africa Republic. Construction of the 
new plant had begun in late 1965 . 

In addition to the shore - based operation, 
the South African fishing vessels Tristania 
and Gillian Gaggins are expected to operate 
offshore from Tristan da Cunha during the 
main fishing season from Septembe r t o April, 
after which they will return their c atches to 
South Africa. (The South African Shipping ~1 
and Fishing Industry Review, November 196 5.) 

Tunis ia 

YUGOSLA VIA TO CONS TRUCT 
FISHING PORTS: 

ABe 19r- a-=d-7=-e'::'c'=o":'n-s'"'""t-r-u-c-t-io- n- e-n-t'-erpri s e , the 
"Ivan Milutinovic," has contr acte d with the 
Tunisian Government for feas ibility studies 
on the construction of t wo fi s hing ports. The 
projected fishing ports will be located in the 
cities of Sukrin and Sayade on the Mediter­
ranean. (U. S. Embassy, Belgrade, Novem­
ber 16, 1965.) 

Editor's Note : In 1962 , the YugoslavShip­
y a rds of Pula delivered five tuna fishing veS­
s els to Tunisia, and t he y are at present build' 
ing a seri es of 10 deep-sea fishing vesselS. 
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In August 1964, the Tunisian state -owned fish­
:ng corporation, UOffice National des Peches, 
concluded an agreement with the East German 
R,osslau Shipyards for the construction of 10 
s ~eel trawlers to be delivered by the end of 
I 65. 

~A-CIFIC OCEAN PERCH LANDINGS: 
Over the past 7 years, Kamchatka fisher­

o en have intensified fishing for ocean perch 
t. the North Pacific and the Bering Sea. In 
959, over 50 percent of Kamchatka's annual 
:atch consisted of flounders; by 1965, ocean 
lerch landings amounted to about 50 percent 
lnd flounders only to 8 percent of the total. 
(amchatka's herring landings amount to a-

ut 50,000 metric tons a year (Kamchatskaia 
'ravda, January 13, 1966.) 

Editor's Note: In 1965, Kamchatka fisher­
nen caught a total of 416,000 metric tons of 
ish. Ocean perch landings in 1965 were thus 
n excess of 200,000 metric tons; that species 
las caught mainly off the Aleutians (with 
arge factory stern trawlers) and in the Gulf 
. Alaska (with medium and large trawlers>. 
b tal 1965 Soviet landings of Pacific ocean 
erch are estimated at over 400,000 metric 
I1S. Kamchatka fishermen catch flounders 
! inly in the Bering Sea (off Pribilof Is-
Iltds); herring is also caught there but even 
IC re in the Sea of Okhotsk. 

* * * * * 
UNDER EXPLORATIONS 

• BRISTOL BAY: 
In mid -January 1966, one factory stern 

ler (Valerii Bykovskii) and 2 medium 
lers (Krutogorovo and Kekurnii) explored 

flounders on the outer Bristol Bay flats 
I-th of Unimak Island. 

~~* * ** 

TO IAN FISHERMEN 
I" FISH OFF ICELAND: 

FiShery Administrators of the Estonian 
~let Republic are studying the possibillty 
fisheries expansion into Icelandic waters. 
small fishing fleet was about to sail the 
t r part of 1965 to this new area which, 

* * * * 

t 

* * * * * 
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of independent operations, they have finally 
concluded trade agreements with coastal 
African countries delivering fresh and frozen 
fish for local domestic markets. 

* * * * * 
HERRING SALES TO SCOTLAND: 

Scottish kippering firms, unable to obtain 
supplies domestically, bought 300 metric tons 
of frozen herring from the Soviet Union in 
1965. Additional amounts were purchased 
from Norway. Soviet-caught fish arrived at 
Aberdeen in the refrigerated fish transport 
Zelenogorsk at the end of November 1965. 
The Scottish purchaser stated that Scottish 
boats had failed to keep his plants supplied 
adequately since May of 1965, therefore , the 
plants operated only by purchasing foreign 
fish. Soviet-delivered fish was caught in the 
fall of 1965 off the Hebrides. (The Fishing 
News, November 26 , 1965.) 

* * * * * 
ANTARCTIC WHALING SEASON, 1965/66: 

As in previous years, the Soviet Union is 
operating four whale factoryships in the Ant­
arctic during the 1965/66 whaling season. 
Two (Sovetskaia Ukraina and Slava) came 
from the Soviet Black Sea port of Odessa; 
one (lurii Dolgorukii) from the Soviet fishing 
port of Kaliningrad; and one (Sovetskaia Ros­
sia) from the Far Eastern port of Vladivos­
tok. Because of the smaller Antarctic quota 
of 4,500 blue-whale units for this season, one 
of the Soviet whale factoryships will hunt only 
sperm whales, which are not included in the 
Antarctic quota agreement. (The Fishing 
News, November 1965.) 

Editor's Note: The Soviets have selected 
the oldest and least efficient whaling factory­
ship Slava to hunt sperm whales. The Slava 
was constructed in 1929 in Great Britain for 
Ge:r;man whaling interests. She was acquired 
by the Soviets, and began fishing in Antarcti­
ca in 1946. 

LIMIT ON SEALING OPERATIONS: 
On the recommendation of scientists of the 

Research Laboratory for Marine Mammals 
of the All-Union Institute of Fisheries and 
Oceanography (VNIRO), the Soviet Fisheries 
Ministry ordered the discontinuation of seal 

hunting in the White and the Barents Seas dur­
ing 1966-1970. The reason for this measure 
was the decreasing size of seal herds in those 
areas. 

Editor's Note: At the 8th Session of the 
U.S.S.R.-Norwegian Commission for Sea Mam· 
mals, December 1965 in Oslo, the -Soviets al­
so asked the Norwegians to restrict their seal 
hunting operations in the Barents and White 
Seas. * 

United Kingdom 

FREEZER-TRAWLER FISHERY 
TRENDS, NOVEMBER 1965: 

In late November 1965, the British 1,750-
ton stern -trawler Victory landed a record 
catch of about 550 long tons of frozen fish at 
Grimsby. The fish were caught during a 39-
day trip to Newfoundland fishing grounds . 
Over 500 tons of the catch, which was frozen 
aboard ship in 100-pound blocks and stowed 
at -200 F . , consisted of cod and codling. Most 
of the catch was frozen heads -on. Similar 
catches had been landed during other trips by 
British freezer trawlers. 

The Victory is operated by a firm which 
markets frozen fish on a nationwide basis, 
and they recently introduced cod in portion 
form. The skinless and boneless 3 -ounce 
portions are packed in 14 -pound cartons. 
(Fish Trades Gazette , November 27, 1965.) 

* * * * * 
DANISH POND TROUT PROMOTED 
IN GREAT BRITAIN: 

A promotional campaign to introduce fresh 
rainbow trout from Denmark to British con­
sumers is being carried out by a London dis­
tributor. Danish trout farms are shipping 
iced trout (either round or gutted) to selected 
British wholesalers . The trout are shipped 
on the same day they are taken live from rear­
ing ponds in Denmark. 

Speaking in November 1965, the managing 
director of the London firm handling the pro ­
motional campaign said: 11 The consumption 
of trout in Britain at the moment is approxi ­
mately one fish per head of population per an­
num. This is a figure that can easily be doubled 
because of the quality of trout and the fact that 
it now sells at half the price of a dover sole 
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a nd often almost as cheaply as a herring. 
Trout is 6d. (7 U.S. cents) a pound cheaper 
today than a year ago, and I can think of no 
a ther wet fish of which this can be said.11 

The belief that the average family is now 
,fl are adveJaturous in its eating habits and 
u ill experiment with trout if guided on how 
i't can be used to make interesting meals is 
l ;1e main reason for the promotion. Three­
color rainbow trout recipe leaflets have been 
o~ade available to British retailers. In fact, 
~ number of recipe leaflets are sent with the 
boxes of trout for retailers to distribute to 
purchasers. The leaflets are plastic wrapped 
lor protection in transit. (Fish Trades Ga­
' ette , November 27_65,)-

Yugoslavia 

f'ISHING INDUSTRY IN CRISIS: 
Because of (1) recent economic reforms 

I{ h ich abolished many subsidies to the Yugo­
llav fishing industry and (2) increasea import 
luties, the planned development of YugOSlav 
'isheries is being jeopardized. To increase 

productivity and obtain the concentration of 
investment funds, a merger of a number of 
smaller enterprises into large state-owned 
fishing corporations is planned (3 of these 
will fish in the Adriatic , 1 on the high seas). 
In addition, a Government development plan 
of 43 billion dinars (US$38.5 million) is being 
prep~red for the decade 1966 -1975. Some of 
the funds sought will be received from the 
Government (mostly made up of annual pay­
ments by Italy for the use of the Yugoslav 
side of the Adriatic Sea), and the balance from 
domestic and foreign banks. (Morsko Ribar-
stvo, vol. 17, no. 10.) ---

INCREASED TUNA CATCHES PLANNED: 
The 5-Year Plan (1966-1970), provides for 

an annual tuna catch of 40,000 metric tons by 
1970. All of it will be processed and exported 
(Morsko Ribarstvo, vol. 17, no. 10). 

Editor's Note: In 1964, Yugoslavs caught 
only 300 tons of bluefin tuna, Plan for 1970 
is based on expansion of the Yugoslav Atlan­
tic tuna fleet ; three tuna vessels are now un­
der construction at Pula Shipyards. 

t!t 

FISHING VESSEL BUILDE RS ADVISED TO STUDY 
MERCHANT MARINE PRACTICES 

The builders of fishing vessels could learn much from studying modern com­
mercial vessels, a Swedish editor told the opening session of the Food and Ag­
ri culture Organization's third International Technical Meeting on Fishing Boats, 
which was held in Goteborg, Sweden, October 23-29, 1965. 

The editor, who was formerly a captain of merchant ships, said: "The mer­
chant ships of today are more efficient and cheaper than their prede~essors, 
which means a higher earning capacity. It seemS rather odd that--wlth a few 
exceptions - -similar progress has not been made in fishing boat cons~ruction. " 
He named maintenance , rust protection, engine room layout, the selectIon of en­
gineroom equipment, economy and management, and automation, as fields in wh~ch 
the fishing industry could learn a great deal from present merchant manne 
practices. 

"Even if the background differs from place to place and from ti~e. to time, " 
he said "the owner ofa small merchant vesseland the owner of aflshlngvessel 
have this in common: They operate vessels under sever~ weather c~nditions , 
they have as small crews as possible, and time is always madequate. 


