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COVER: Atlantic skipjack tuna in the hold of an East Coast purse
seiner. This is part of a 44 -ton set made 40 miles south of Block 
Island, R. I., August 6, 1963. The fish range in size from 7-10 
pounds. Quantities of skipjack were first discovered off the At
lantic Coast states in 1962; over 3, 000 tons were taken during the 
1963 tuna purse-seing season. (See p. 1 of this issue.) 
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PORTABLE CLOUD-MAKING MACHINE HELPS 
CHECK GROWTH OF AQUA TIC WEEDS 

A portable machine that creates a constant underwater cloud has been de
veloped to help halt the growth of troublesome aquatic weeds along shorelines. 
The apparatus, which contains a pump and a series of hoses with holes, uses 
water or air-pressure jets to agitate materials on the sea bed, thus creating 
a muddy cloud. The cloud shades the sea bottom from the sun, which is nec
essary for the germination and growth of aquatic weeds. 

The cloud has to be maintained only during the early spring or summer 
in the germinating period of the weeds. Then the apparatus can be removed 
and the treated area will remain weed-free for the rest of the year. 

The cloud-making machine, which was invented by a resident of Annap
olis, Md. (Patent No.3, 151,463), can also spray liquid weed killers. (Science 
News Letter, October 24, 1964.) 
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