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lNTERNA TlONAL NOR 1HWEST 
PAClflC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

SIXTH ANNUAL MEETING: 
The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Northwest 

Pacific Fisheries Com m iss ion (Japan
U.S.S.R.) convened in Moscow on February 
26, 1962, to adopt regulations and set a salm
on catch quota for Japan for the 1962 fishing 
season. 

The Science and Technology Committee of 
the Commission met in Moscow prior to the 
main meeting. The purpose of holding the 
preliminary talks is to shorten the period of 
negotiations by the Commission. Four main 
topics were discussed: (1) methods used in 
estimating the condition of the salmon re
sources; (2) expected salmon runs in 1962; 
(3) exchange of scientists and experts for 
joint surveys in 1962; and (4) success of the 
joint surveys in 1961. 

* * * * * 
RUSSIAN AND JAPANESE PACIFIC 
SALMON CATCH, 1961: 

The Japanese Fisheries Agency released 
on December 19, 1961, the Russian and Japa
nese 1961 Pacific salmon catch data, which 
were exchanged between the two countries at 

Table 1 - Russian Catch of Pacific Salmon by Area and by 
Species, 1961 

Species of Salmon 
Area 

Red Chum Pink Silver King Total 

••••••• • (Cenmers !/) ............ 
East I<amchatka •• ~O,203 43,975 136,580 23,494 5,842 220,094 
West I<amchatka • ~7, 731 29,431 44,322 21,O'/S 699 163,261 
Sakhalin -Kurile 

Islands .•••••• - 14,~ 71,840 - - 86,292 
Northern Okhotsk. 19,847 34,~~ 301 - 54,662 
OkhotSk Region. • 405 130,539 7,1 323 - 138,451 
Amur •.•••••• - 126,281 2,274 - - 128,555 
Maritime Province - - 6,061 - - 6,061 

Total •.••••• 78 3S~ 364~525 302,775 45196 6541 797376 
yune centner equa IS 100 kilograms or about 220 pounds. 

the meeting of the Science and Technology 
Committee of the International Northwest Fa
cific Fisheries Commission now in progress 
in Moscow. The Soviet catch totaled 79,738 
metric tons and the Japanese catch, 145,664 
tons. 

Pulling in a gill net aboard a Japanese vessel in the North Pacific 
and removing the salmon from the net. 

Press reports concerning the progress of 
the Technical Committee meeting indicate that 
Japan and the Soviet Union have reached a
greement over the method of evaluating re
sources but have not been able to agree on the 
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Table 2 - Japanese Catch of Pacific Salmon by Fishery and 
by Species, 1961 

Species of Salmon 
Fishery 

Red Total 

, • • . • • • • • • (Metric Tons.) ••••••••• 

Mothership • •• 34,901 13,013 4,908 647 105 53 ,574 
Gillnet 1/ • • • • 1,798 13,118 49,316 3,632 362 1/68,226 
Longline 2/ • , • 39 2,723 11,155 7 39 13,963 
Coastal trap. . 257 9,644 ~/ 9,901 

Tot31 . 36 738 29 111 75 023 4 286 506 145 ,664 
l/Land -based fishery conducted south 0 N. latitu e an 
- east of Kurile Islands and Eastern Hokkaido, 'That part of 

this fishery between 48° N. and 45' N. governed by Russian
Japanese Fisheries Treaty. 

2/Land -based fishery conducted south of 45' N. latitude off 
- Eastern Hokkaido. This fishery wholly outside of 

Russian-japanese Fisheries Treaty waters. 
3/Figures include 11,355 metric tons of salmon taken in 
- RUSSian-Japanese Fisheries Treaty waters (between 48' 

and 45' N. latitude), 
!/Figures include catch for period of January-July 1961. 

interpretation of data. The Soviet Un ion 
claims that the Japanese high-seas fishing 
has caused an unprecedented decline in the 
abundance of salmon stocks, a claim strong
ly refuted by Japan. Japan is taking the po
sition that it is undeniable that the abundance 
of pink salmon, for example, has declined in 
recent years, but it is not altogether poss ible 
to say on the basis of available data that the 
1961 pink salmon run was any worse than the 
parent run in 1959, and asserts that natural 
mortality must also be taken into account in 
evaluating the status of the salmon resource s. 
( ippon Suisan Shimbun, December 20 ; Suisa n 
Tsushin, December 19, 1961.) 

Note: See Commercial Fisheries Re view, April 1961 p. 46. 

INTERNATIONAL GREAT LAKES FISHERIES COMMISSION 

INTERIM MEETING OF COMMISSION: 
n interim meeting of the International 

Great Lakes Fishery Com m iss ion was 
held in London, Ontario, 0 v e m be r 29-
30, 1961. Reports on 
the progress of the sea 
lamprey control pro
gram were made and 
the· presented a much 
more optimistic pic
ture than in previous 
reports. Evidence 
based up 0 n recent 
scarring of Great Lakes 
trout and lake herring by 
lampre . indicates that the lamprey population 
has been reduced substantiall ' . The true de-

cline in lampr abundanc c nn 
ately predicted on th baSIS of th 
nary data and will not be availabl 
1962 . 1 ev rth less, th S pr hmm r 
are very encouraging and, on th ba IS f 
t hese findings, the Commission r comm nd d 
to the States the elimination of all flshmg f r 
lake trout, except that n c ssar for prop r 
biological sampling of the lake trout popul -
tions . Thus, for th first tim th ommlS
s ion has publicly recogniz d vid nc of lam
prey control and is recomm ndmg r gul 1 n 
which will enhance th trout r habllitahon 
program . 

T he second objective of th 
which is .to recommend to th long-
r a nge programs to achieve coord In t d con
s e r vation and utilization of th fish n s r -
s ources of the Great Lak s, is also bing 
s tudied by the Commission. East rn tat 
bo rdering Lakes Erie and Ontario hav f I 
t hat a disproportionate shar of th att nt10n 
of t he Commission has been p1ac d on s 
la mprey control. The action which mph
sizes the establishment of sci nhflc commIt
t ees on each lake to study long-rang pro
grams has brought much favorable comm nt 
from advisers of the Eastern States. 

In general, the meeting was p rhap 
m os t significant held yet by the 
and the results reported w re th 
couraging. 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANlZATIO 

once every two 'ears to 
e nable member countri s 
of F AO to review past pro
gr ams, determine the pro
gram of work and the budge 
for the coming two ear ,and 
to consider long - range pro-
grams . Programs re dlSCU 
technical committe ach 
Agriculture, Fore ry, u n I n 
and Information and Pubhcahon . 
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(LJnited Kingdom) and Joran Hult (Sweden), 
Vice-Chairman, and Sidney Shapiro (United 
States), Rapporteur. Representatives from 
the developing countries made strong state
ments reque sting FAO assistance in develop
ing the fisheries of their countries. 

The r eport of the Technical Committee on 
Fisheries was approved by the FAO Confer
ence with only several minor changes. A 
summa r y of the highlights of the report fol
lows: 

Attention was drawn to the doubling of the 
world ' s annual fishery production during the 
past dozen years to 38 million tons, a possi
b le further increase to as high as 70 million 
t ons by the end of the next decade or two, and 
t he problems that would arise in utilizing this 
expanded production effectively. FAO's Fish
e r ies Division was commended for its past 
and p r esent programs and for the good bal
ance in programs that was proposed for the 
com ing t wo years. 

T he F isheries Committee discussed the 
relationship between the Fisheries Division' s 
regular program and aid programs, such as 
the Freedom -from - Hunger Campaign, Ex
panded Program of Technical Assistance, 
U. N. Special F und, and ad hoc aid to mem
ber countries. The Fisheries Division was 
asked to evaluat e t he effect of such programs 
on the regular program, and to make recom
mendations for future appropriate considera
tion. Annual revie ws of the status of the aid 
programs would a lso be prepared by the Di
vision, a nd s hould prove useful in making 
recommendations for coordinating aid pro
grams with the r egular program, and also 
with those conducted b y the United States and 
other governments. 

The Fisherie s Committee dealt with a 
number of specific programs of direct con
cern to United States Government fishery 
agencies a nd the fishi ng industry . Among the 
most important items were: 

1. The Fisheries Committee recom
mended t he e s tablishment of an Advisory 
Committee on Marine Resources Research 
(which will cons ist of not more than 15 mem
b ers) a nd a lso a Panel of Experts to deal with 
other subject s b esides marine resources re
searc h , fo r example technological and eco
nomic m atters . This arrangement will en-

able the Fisheries Division to obtain the ad
vice of world-renowned exper t s on a continu
ing rather than on an ad hoc basis in a ll fields 
of fishery development. As finally worded, 
the Conference authorized and requested the 
Director -General under Article VI, pa ragraph 
2, of the F AO Constitution to establish this Ad 
visory Committee. The Conference a lso stip
ulated that members of the Advis or y Commit
tee and the Panel of Experts should be drawn 
from governmental and nongovernmenta l bod
ies of F AO Member Countries. 

2. The Fisheries Committee developed 
working relations between F AO and UNESCO's 
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commis
sion in the field of oceanography. In a c c ord 
with a resolution adopted at the first m e eting 
in Paris (October 19-27) of the Intergovern
mental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) on 
relatioEships between that organization a nd 
other organizations, the United States De le
gation at the meetings of the Technical Com
mittee on Fisheries urged F AO' s Fisheries 
Division to cooperate fully in lOC programs 
so that the fisheries aspects of oceanogr aphy 
could be properly integrated with physical , 
chemical, and other aspects. The Technic al 
Committee adopted this proposal, and also 
suggested that the Advisory Committee on 
Marine Resources Research could well be 
useful in advising IOC in this respect. Ad 
hoc cooperation between IOC and F AO has al
ready been established and is to be continued. 
The Technical Committee on Fisheries a lso 
recommended that the Director - General of 
F AO should invite working parties and expert 
panels of IOC to use the facilities of the Fish
eries Division. 

3. The Technical Committee not ed the 
useful recommendations of the International 
Conference on Fish in Nutrition, and u rged 
the Director-General of FAO to implement 
these recommendations, if possible . The Ad
visory Committee on Marine Resources Re
search will be asked to evaluate the potential 
productivity of the world's aquatic resources 
and to consider methods of using this produc
tion effj.ciently. Education and traini ng of 
fishermen, fish handlers, and processors had 
also been stressed in the recommendations of 
the Nutrition Conference. 

4 . The Thirty-Sixth Session of the FAO 
Council had already given strong appr oval for 
the Dir ector-General of FAO to initiate ac
tion programs by fishery technologi s ts and 
economists, in collaboration with t he Nutri-
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tion Division, for the testing and promotion 
()f fish protein concentrates for human con
;mmption. The proposed programs are to in
I~ lude palatability and acceptability tests, 
~ontrolled clinical and mass -feeding tests , 
i nd public education and promotion cam
Jaigns . Technical details concerning imple
nentation of such programs were referred 

-:0 the Technical Committee on Fisheries. 
rhe programs will be conducted under the 
F' reedom -from - Hunger Campaign, and the 
a ctive participation of industry and of WHO, 
U NICEF, and other organizations in the 
United Nations family will be sought. Fish
I=ry advisers on the United States Delegation 
h eld a series of meetings with the staff of 
the Fisheries Division on such matters as 
c ontributions from industry, the typ es of fish 
p rotein concentrates that will be used, and 
other technical and operational procedures . 
A ction programs a re soon to be initiat ed in 
C hile and P e ru. 

5. Two items on the agenda of the F AO 
C onference were concerned with the estab
lishment of FAO regional fisheries commis 
s ions - -one for West Afric a n countries and 
one for the countrie s bordering the South 
West Atlantic. U. S. interest in these com 
m issions stems from extensive aid programs 
to countries in those regions and from spe
c ific interest of the United States fishing in
dustry in the developing fisheries of Africa 
a nd Latin America . 

A res olution was adopted which now es
tablishes a new F AO Re gional Fisheries 
C ommission for Western Africa . The reso
lution provides observer status for member 
c ountrie s of FAO that are not regional mem
b ers of the Commission. The terms of ref
e rence for the establishment and operation 
o f the Commission follow closely the rec-
0 mmendations of a meeting convened by the 
Director-General of FAO at Dakar, Senegal, 
in May 1961. 

The F AO Confer e nce considered a draft 
resolution which would es t ablish a regional 
commission to be kno wn as the" South West 
Atlantic Fisherie s Advisory Commiss ion." 
Brazil, Uruguay, a nd Argentina supported 
the resolution, as drafted. The United States 
spoke in favor of establishing a fisheries 
c ommission for the South American coun
t ries , provided that a majority of the coun:" 
t ries in the region supported such a commis-

sion. However, in view of the difficulties that 
may arise with regards to the terms of ref
erence, membership, geographical extent, 
and other matters , the United States suggested 
that the Conference agree in principle with 
the draft resolution, a nd authorize the Direc
tor-General to establish the Commission on 
the basis of statutes drawn up in consultation 
with the F AO Committee on Constitutional and 
Legal Matters. The United States proposal 
was adopted . 

6. The Fisheries Committee commented 
favorably on previous worldwide meetings 
convened by F AO. Preparations for holding 
an FAO World Meeting on the Biology of the 
Tunas and Related Species are already under 
way; the United States will host this meeting 
at the Scripps Institution of Oceanography, 
La Jolla, Calif., in July 1962. Because the 
workload in preparing and conducting such 
meetings and in publishing the final results 
is considerable, it was suggested that, in the 
future , meetings be scheduled only as neces
sary to meet the need for inquiry into new ad
vances in scientific and technical develop
ment. It was also suggested that regional 
meetings be held in preparation for world
wide meetings. The Committee subscribed 
to the holding of future biological meetings, 
for example on hake and shrimp, and to a 
s ymposium on fresh-water fish culture in 
1964, all subject to the availability of funds. 
Other international meetings urged by the 
Fisheries Committee were a symposium on 
the role of fundamental research in the suc
cessful utilization of fishery products (a rec
ommendation of the International Conference 
on Fish in Nutrition), an International Fishing 
Gear Congress in 1963, and a world meeting 
on fishery administration in the 1964-65 bi
ennium. The possibility of holding a world 
symposium on fisheries oceanography in 1964 
or 1965 will be explored. 

Membership in the Food and Agriculture 
Organization has now increased to 104; 16 of 
these are new members mainly from Africa . 
FAO has grown in stature, and its prestige 
among developed and developing countries 
has increased even during the past few years. 
The budget appropriation for 1962 and 1963 
is about 30 percent more than was voted for 
the previous two years --1 960-61. The Fish
eries Division's program of work is expand
ing and can be expected to expand at an even 
greater rate as world fishery production in
creases. 
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Fisheries are a primary renewable re
source and developing countries are turning 
to those resources as one of the first items 
lI1 heIr national development programs . Log 
Ically these countries are looking to F AO fo r 
advice and guidance in biological, oceano
grapluc, technological, and economic matters 
relating to fIshery development . F AO' s fish 
erles work is not confined to the developing 
countr es. In the developed countries, new 
techniques and increased production are con
stantlv creating crises in the distribution and 
marketing of certain abundantly -produced fish-
ry products. FAO has in the past (e.g. , the In

ternational Conference on Fish Meal held in 
larch 1%1) offered services to assist in im

proving the distribution and marketing of fish
erv products . l\Iore demands for this and other 
t pes of services can be expected in the future. 

Commercial Fisheries Review, January 1962 p. 43 . 

1 \Rll E RESOGRCES ADVISORY 
COX:\lITTEE APPROVED BY 
fAO COl\Il\IISSION: 
- -n \dvisory Committee on Marine Re 
sources Research to aid FAO's Fisheries 
Div SlOn m assessing fish stocks and in oce
anographic research has been approved b y 

omm:ssion Two, meeting in Rome in con
June-tlOn with FAO's 11th Conference. 

Commission Two, which considered the 
I< Isneries D~"ision' s entire program of work 
!or 196:2/63, also approved a fisheries ad
VISorv commission for the southwest Atlan
~ e-. This commission would fu nction simi-

rl to other FAO regional councils. 

In describll1g the work of the proposed 
dv son Committee on l\'Iarine Resources 

R l:) arch, the Director of the Fisheries Di
n told th delegates that the committee's 
functlon would be to advise on the best 
) use mrmev and manpower available to 
r t shpr Lt'::; res arch in the marine fish-

1 ld. 

In' the commission would help the 
h rl S lvislOn's Biology Branch in pre

ItS program to aId both intergovern
and mt rnational organizations in ma
our ::; r s arch," said the Director. 

r ady be n cooperating with 
t ns, but th magnitude of this 
m st explosive g rowth in oce-

anographic research has m a de this commit
tee necessary ." 

As approved by Commission T wo , the ad 
visory committee would be c omposed of a
bout 10 leading fisherie s s c i entists from 
countries which are eithe r m embers of F AO 
or the U . N . At first, it would me et once a 
year . 

Commission Actions: In ot her a ctions, 
the Commission urged the holding of a s ym 
posium on fresh - water fish cultur e in 1964, 
and that the possibility of holding a world 
s ymposium on fisheries oceanogr a phy some 
time in 1964/65 be explored . It a ls o a pproved 
holding a World Scientific Meeting on the Bi 
ology of Tuna in 1962, an International Fish
ing Gear Congress in 1963, and a world meet 
ing on fishery administration during 1 964 - 65 . 
Further work on promoting the huma n con
sumption of fish protein concentrate s was al 
so approved . 

The Commission recommende d that more 
attention be given to providing b ib liographic 
and other reference materia ls- - for exa mple , 
handbooks, lists of wholesale markets - -in the 
field of fisheries economics wher e such a 
service is almost non- exist ent. 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL OCEANOGRAPHIC COMMISSION 

FIRST SESSION HELD IN P ARIS: 
The first session of t he Inte r governmental 

OceanographiC Commission (IOC) wa s held in 
Paris, October 19-27,196 1. The s e ssionwas 
attended by representatives from 40 member 
governments, 4 observer governments, 6 spe 
cialized agencies of the Unit e d Na tions , 10 in
tergovernmental organizations a nd nongovern 
mental organizations, and the UNESCO Secre
tariat . 

The session helped clarify the spe cia l re
lationship of the Commission t o UNESCO as 
prescribed in the statutes of the C ommission. 
The Acting Director General of UNESCO 
stated his view that although the Commission 
was established by resolution of the General 
Conference of UNESCO to fun ction within the 
framework of UNESCO, the Commiss ion 
should in fact accomplish the sc i entific and 
technical aspects of its work a s t hou gh it 
were outside UNESCO. UNESCO, on its part, 
would supply the necessary housekeeping and 
secretarial services to the Commission as 
well as give it general policy guidance . This 
unique relationship was ref 1 e c t e d in the 
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Rules of Pro c e d u readopted by the Com
mission. 

No definite decision was taken by the Com
mission to establish advisory bodies on oce
anography. In a unamimously a pproved reso-
1ution' the Commission invited the United Na
tions and its specialized agencies to cooper
ate with the Commission; expressed the hope 
t hat interested specialized agencies such as 
the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 
and the World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) would designate members of their 
secretariats to cooperate actively with the 
Secretariat of the Commission, in a manner 
to be decided by agreement between those 
agencies and UNESCO; requested the Mem
bers to submit to the Secretariat, for con
sideration at the second ses3ion of the Com
mission, their views on the advisory chan
nels to be established; and allowed the Bu
reau and the Secretariat of the Commission, 
during the interim period, to seek and re
ceive advice on oceanography from all 
sources. The United States Delegation was 
successful in obtaining general acceptance 
by the Commission of the particularly signif
icant role which F AO could play in oceano
graphy and more specifically in the field of 
fishery, oceanography, and the special com
petence of the Special Committee on Oceanic 
Rese'arch (SCOR) of the International Coun
cil of Scientific Unions tICSU) in the other 
aspects of oceanography. 

The Commission took the first steps to 
coordinate national and regional programs 
i n oceanography and to establish the organi
zational mechanism, within the Commission, 
which could develop an integrated, well-co
ordinated international program in oceano
graphy. In this connection, the Commission 
unanimously adopted 9 resolutions. 

Also unanimously adopted were a resolu
tion on the better utilization b y member gov
ernments of oceanographers and a resolution 
recommending that less developed countries 
interested in oceanography submit requests 
for assistance in oceanography to the United 
Nations Special Fund and Expanded Program 
of, Technical Assistance and requesting the 
Dlrector General of UNESCO to consider the 
possibility of increasing or modifying the 
UNESCO program on oceanography to give 
~ore assistance to the developing countries 
1n that field. 

The work of the session was expedited by 
the establishment of three working groups on 
(1) Fisheries Aspects of Oceanography and 
relationships between IOC and other Interna
tional Organizations ; (2) Cooperative Interna
tional Programs of Oceanic Investigations; 
and (3) Coordination of National Programs 
and Consideration of Technical Questions. 

The Commission also established a con
sultative committee to advise and assist the 
Bureau during the period prior to the second 
session of the Commission. 

The principality of Monaco invited the 
Commission, through the Director General 
of UNESCQ, to hold its second session at 
Monte Carlo. The Commission, however, 
decided to hold its next session in Paris 
sometime in the autumn of 1962. (United 
States Embassy, Paris, November 24, 1961.) 
Note: Also see Commercial Fisheries Review, January 1962 p. 44. 

ORGANIZATION FOR ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION AND DEVELOPMENT 

FISHERIES COMMITTEE MEETS: 
The Fisheries Committee of the Organiza

tion for Economic Cooperation and Develop
ment met at Paris, France, December 13-14, 
1961, to consider the 1962 program of work 
and a study of subsidies and other financial 
s upports to the fishing industries. 

GENERAL AGREEMENT ON T ARlFFS AND TRADE 

REPORT ON NINETEENTH SESSION: 
New procedures for future tariff reduc

tions, special measures to achieve broader 
access to world markets for agricultural 
products, and intensified efforts to expand 
the export earnings of less -developed coun
tries were the central topics considered by 
the Contracting Parties to the General Agree
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) at their 
Nineteenth Session which ended in Geneva on 
December 9, 1961. Each of these matters has 
been the object of intensive study by the Con
tracting Parties under their Program for the 
Expansion of Trade. They were further con
sidered at the GATT Ministerial Meeting on 
November 27 -30, and in accordance with de
cisions adopted by the ministers, the Con
tracting Parties approved action programs 
for intensified efforts to expand world trade . 

Meeting from November 13 to December 9, 
contracting parties and governments associ
ated with the GATT called a recess in their 
regular session so that trade ministers might 
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meet to provide the necessary additional pol 
icy guidance for further steps to carry for 
ward the GATT's trade expansion program. 

In addition to work related to the Ministe
rial Meeting, the Cont:t:'acting Parties at their 
Nineteenth Session dealt with an extensive 
agenda of some 60 topics including such mat
ters as regional economic arrangements, 
quantitative import restrictions, the applica
tion of GATT trading 1 ules to Japan by all 
contracting parties, and the welcoming of a 
new nation--Tanganyika --as the Fortieth 
Contracting Party to the GATT. 

Perhaps the most far-reaching actions 
taken by the Contracting Parties , however, 
were those directed to Ministerial conclu
sions on the trade problems identified in the 
work of the Program for the Expansion of 
Trade and the new tasks arising from these 
conclusions. 

The ministers reaffirmed their confidence 
in the General Agreement as the basis for the 
trading relationships of their countries and 
agreed that steps should be taken to increase 
its effective application in the three fields of 
action (tariff reductiop, trade in agriculture, 
and trade with the less developed countries) 
which were submitted to the ministers for 
their consideration. The ministers adopted 
four conclusions, together with recommenda
tions for additional action by the Contracting 
Parties: 

(1) The multilateral reduction of tariffs on 
a most-favored -nation basis should be con - '. 
tinued, but new techniques should be adopted, 
suited to the changes that had taken place in 
world trading relationships . In this connec
tion one of the techniques most prominently 
mentioned by ministers was some form of 
across -the -board or linear tariff negotiation. 
;'ccordingly, the Contracting Parties estab
lished a working party on procedures for 
cariff reduction, which will meet in the near 
future to examine new procedures and tech
niques for the further reduction of tariffs on 
a most-favored-nation basis . 

(2) Having expressed great concern over 
the degree and extent of agricultural protec
tionism, the ministers requested that the 
Contracting Parties adopt procedures de
signed to form the basis for the negotiation 
of "practical measures for the creation of 

acceptable conditions of access t o world mar
kets for agricultural commodities ." 

(3) The ministers' discussion of obst acles 
to the trade of less -developed countries re
flected widespread concern that t h e pre sent 
rate of growth of the export earnings of the 
less -developed countries is not keeping pace 
with the growth of their foreign exchange re
quirements and recognition that aid can be no 
substitute for trade in the financing of econom 
ic development. Accordingly, the minis t ers 
adopted a United States-sponsored declar a tion 
on promotion of the trade of less- developed 
countries. The declaration recognizes the 
need for a special effort by all governments 
to expand the export earnings of the less -de
veloped countries, particularly through pro 
viding improved access to markets, and s ets 
forth certain guiding principles to this end . 
The ministers further agreed that their gov
ernments should observe these principles as 
fully as possible, with the aim of reduCing 
obstacles to the trade of the less -developed 
countries in the near future. Moreover, i n 
response to an appeal from the less - devel 
oped countries for some concrete measures 
of assurance that early progress will be made , 
the ministers asked the Contracting Parties 
to draw up specific programs of action for the 
reduction of trade barriers and to establish 
procedures for keeping under review the ac 
tions taken by individual governments to im 
prove market opportunities for the less - de 
veloped countries. 

Besides adopting the declaration on the 
promotion of trade of less-developed coun
tries, the Contracting Parties agreed that 
preliminary arrangements for future action 
programs envisaged by the ministers wou ld 
be undertaken at a meeting of the GATT's 
Committee III prior to February 1 962 . The 
Contracting Parties also accepted t he con
clusion of most of the ministers that t he ques
tion of duty-free entry for tropical p r oducts 
should be given careful consideration. 

Finally, the ministers considered the situ
ation resulting from the fact that t he GATT 
was not being applied to trade r e lations be
tween Japan and some of the contra cting par
ties. Some ministers expressed t he hope that 
early action could be taken by the contracting 
parties concerned to enable Japan t o pa rtici 
pate fully in the GATT, and agreed that such 
action would greatly add to the effectiveness 
of the GATT. The United States s trongly sup
ported this conclusion. 



February 1962 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 57 

International (Contd.): 

Other noteworthy trade p olicy matters be
fore the Contracting Partie s were regional 
trading arrangements , inc luding the European 
Economic Community (EEC), the European 
Free Trade Association (EFTA), and the Lat
in American Free Trade Area (LAFTA): pro
grams designed to eliminate or significantly 
reduce quantitative import r e strictions still 
imposed by some c ontracting parties; and a 
new free trade area established between 
Sarawak and North Borneo. Decisions were 
also taken agreeing to the acc ession to the 
GATT of Israel and Portugal upon the com
pletion of certain formalities relating to tar
iff negotiations both countries completed du~
ing the 1960/61 GATT tariff conference. 

EUROPEAN FREE TRADE ASSOCIATION 

COUNCIL ACCELERATES 
10 P ERCENT TARIFF CUT: 

The European Free Trade Associa tion 
(EFT A) Council of Ministers met in Ge neva, 

~A 
November 20-21 , 1961 , and de 
cided to cut tariffs among EFT A 
members b y a further 10 per
cent in 1962 , in order to keep 
pace with similar tariff cuts in 
the Com m 0 n Market. This 

mar ked a steep accE:leration in tariff cutting 
since, under the S to c k hoI m Convention 
(EFTA's "constitution"), the next tariff cut 
was not due until July 1, 1963. 

The first EFTA tariff cut, one of 20 per
cent, was made on July 1, 1960, less than 
two months after EFTA came into being. 
The next cut , one of 10 percent, was sched
uled for January 1, 1962 , but was actually 
put into effect on July 1, 1961. 

The new 10 percent cut--bringing the t otal 
to 40 percent- - will be implemente d b y Den
mar k, Portugal, Sweden, Switzerland, a nd the 
Unit ed Kingdom on March 1, 1962 , and b y 
Austria and Norway not later than September 
1. (EFTA Reporter , November 29, 1961.) 
Note: See Commercial Fisherie s Review, August 1961 p . 50. 

Angola ! 

GOVERNMENT PLANS FOR 
F ISHERIES DEVELOPMENT: 
. As a part of an over-all plan for improv
mg the economic status of the country, the 

Government of Angola has outli ned a fishery 
development plan. 

In ocean fishing it plans to (1) intensify 
and orient studies of ocean biology, especial
l y those regarded as economically useful; (2) 
introduce new methods (e .g . t r awling ) to per 
mit the catch of more valuabl e s pecies and in 
more abundant quantities; (3 ) im prove pres 
ent fishing methods ; and (4 ) improve and equip 
processing plants for more efficient utiliza 
tion of the fish catc h. 

ANGOLA 

~- ... --~ ...... 
..._,.,I", ... usc;......-

In inland wat ers, the Government plans to 
(1) increase fish production; and (2) intensify 
fish culture in ponds as a means of supple
menting t he diet of people in the interior. 
(United States Consulate, Luanda, October 24, 
1961.) 

Be ne lux Cou ntries 

CANNED FISH IMPORT TARIFFS 
TO BE RAISED : 

The B enelux countries (Belgium, the eth
erla nds , a nd Luxembourg) are reported to 
have informally approved higher tariff rates 
on imports of canne d food effective January 1, 
1962, according to infor mation released by 
the Belgian Embassy i n T okyo, J apa n. T he 
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new tariff schedule as it affects certain can
ned fishery products is: 

Product Present Tariff I New Tariff 
Rate Rate 

••• (Percent ad valorem) ••• 
Canned sahnon • • • • • • • 0 I 6 
Canned sardine • • • • • • • 20 21. 5 
Canned herrm 20 23 ~~~~~~'~'~'~'~'~'~'-L ____ ~ ____ ~ __ ~~~ 

The Benelux countries rais ed their na
tional tariff rates to bring them a step closer 
to the proposed European Economic Commun
ity (Common Market) rates. The Common 
~arket tariff rate for canned salmon imports 
IS 20 percent; consequently, these countries 
can again be expected to raise their national 
tariff rates for canned salmon imports in the 
future. 

, Jap,:nese canned fish producers are press-
1ng theIr Government to establish measures 
to cope with these tariff increases, for the 
Benelux nations are important markets for 
Japanese canned salmon, and this tariff in
crease will hurt Japanese canned fish pro
ducers , particularly since the British market 
is quite depressed. (Nippon Suisan Shlmbun, 
December 6, 1961.) 

British Guiana 

JAPANESE FISHERY EXPERT 
FOR BRITISH GU~IA:.=cN~A:.:...: __ _ 

The Japanese Overseas Fisheries Cooper
ative Association planned to send a Japanese 
f~sh~ry expert, employed by a large Japanese 
flshlOg company, to British G1.~iana in Decem
ber 196,1: The ,expert, to be sent in response 
to a Brltlsh GUlana request, will be employed 
by a British Guiana company under a two
year contract and will serve as master of a 
~rawler newlY,added to that company's fish-
109 fleet. He IS the second Japanese fishery 
expert to be sent to British Guiana. (Shin 
SUlsan Shimbun Sokuho, November 25, 1961.) 

Canada 

ANNUAL MEETING OF FISHERIES 
RESEARCH BOARD OF CANADA: 

Increased effiCIency in fishing methods, 
improvements in fish handling. and efforts to 
overcome water pollution were commended 
by the Canadian Fisheri s • Tinister as amo ng 
the more valuable contributions of the Fisher
ies Research Board of Canada. The. Tinis ter 
spoke on January 4, 1962, at th opening of 
the annual meeting of the Board in Ottawa, 
Canada. The meeting ended on January 8. 

Studies toward making the best and fulle st 
possIble use of the fish catch are most im 
portant' he said, as the gap between available 
food and the needs of the growlOg number of 
people continues to WIden. "The Board's 
scienhsts have in my view contributed very 
substantially already in Improving methods 
of fish handling. preservatIOn and processing, 
and in developing byproducts as well" he 

• II I 

saId. The proposed studies leading toward 
i?creasing our fishing efficiency in interna
honal waters so that Canadian fishermen can 
continue to reap theIr fair share of the inter 
n,ational c,atch 10 ,the face of growing competi 
hon are, 10 my VIew, also very important. 
That a concerted effort toward achieving this 
is being planned by the Board, the Depart 
ment of Fisheries, and other government 
agencies is highly commendable." 

The Minister referred to the dangers of 
water, p~llut,ion, saying that progressive in 
dustnallzatlOn and urbanization of a country 
wa~ often para~feled by t?reatening pollution 
?f Its waters. Our partlcular responsibility 
IS on the, eff~cts of pollution on aquatic life, 
and our Job IS one of prevention rather tha n 
correction where this can be done , But a s 
new chemicals and new pollutants are being 
added to our waters daily we must at least 
be able to recogmze and neutralize, if we 
~an't avert. This is not an easy task, but it 
IS one where we cannot sidestep responsibil
ity." 

The Board is made up of 16 m embers in 
addition to the full-time chairman. The mem
bers appointed by the Minister of Fisheries 
for five-year terms and serve without pay. 
rr:hey are chosen from Cana da ' s leading scien
tlsts, the fishing industry, and the Federal 
Department of Fisheries. 

* * * * * 
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BRITISH COLUMBIA SALMON PACK, 1961: 
Salmon, British Columbia I s principal dol

'lar earner, experienced the second best year 
~ ince 1958 when 1,900,025 cases were packed. 
,f'he 1961 pack was up 122 percent from 
that for 1960 and was 30.3 percent more than 

have been brought about by the development 
of refrigerated sea -water transportation and 
storage of fish, a January 4, 1962, news re
lease from the Canadian Department of Fish
eries pointed out. 

One refrigerated sea-water salmon packer 
(transport vessel), with a capacity of 450,000 

British Colwnbia Canned Salmon Pack, 1956-61 

1961 I 1960 1959 1958 1957 1956 . . . . . . . . . ..... . (Standard Cases--48 1-Lb.Cans) •••••• . . . . . . . 
:pckeye (red) ••••••••••••• 398,303 226,905 256, 170 1,074,305 228,452 320,096 
:~rings (king) ••••••••••••• 7,488 5,913 15,230 10,550 10,481 11,671 

979 500 867 1,205 1,126 1,254 ~eelhead •.•••••.••••••• 
ueback •••••.•..••.••• 12,521 23,456 10,114 11,103 12, 147 10,549 

[OhO (silver) ••••••••••• ,. 228,213 68,891 202,991 120,424 180,911 207,366 
ink •••••••••••••.••.• 661 , 103 219,624 458,597 451,802 751,608 363,633 
,hum (ketal ...... . ...... 95 387 86 800 133 128 230 636 239 539 203 710 

Total .............. 1)1,403,994 1)632,089 1) 1,077,097 1,900,025 1,424,264 1,118,279 

J Includes fish canned from previous year's frozen fish. 

that for 1959. The 1961 pack was almost 74 
percent of the pack reported in 1958. The 
leading species packed was pink salmon, fol
l owed by red or sockeye, coho or silver, and 
chum or keta. 
Note: See Commercial Fisheries Review, January 1961 p. 57. 

DEVELOPMENT OF ACTIVE TUNA 
F ISHERY IN PACIFIC: 

The development of an active tuna fish
e ry in the Pacific based in British Columbia 
maybe brought closer to reality by work now 
lpeing carried out by the Fisheries Research 
~ oard of Canada at its technological station 
n Vancouver. 

This work, described at the Board's an-
ual meeting in Ottawa, involves the design 

( f freezing equipment which can be used at 
~ ea to preserve the catch and enable vessels 
10 range far offshore. The Board's technol
~ gists are working with the Industrial Devel-

pment Service of the Federal Department 
I~f Fisheries on the project, which in its 
!?r~sent state is intended to equip four big 
ss emers with suitable freezing systems which 
w ill differ in certain important respects 
f rom those now in use on United States tuna 
v essels. The equipment being designed is felt 
t o have many advangages for local vessels. 

REFRIGERATED SEA WATER USED 
TO TRANSPORT AND STORE SALMON: 

Revolutionary changes in the handling of 
s almon in certain areas of British Columbia 

pounds of fish, completed in 1961, is giving 
thoroughly satisfactory performance. Other 
packers already in use are being converted 
to employ the same engineering principles, 
which were developed by the Fisheries Re
search Board of Canada at its technological 
station in Vancouver. Similar application of 
refrigeration techniques have been or are 
being made to halibut fishing vessels and 
salmon trollers. 

This industrial application of the results 
of technological investigations was reported 
at the annual meeting in Ottawa of the Fish
eries Research Board of Canada. Experi
ments at the Vancouver station over the past 
several years have resulted in principles 
which include the means of driving equipment 
for the vessels, the design of heat exchange 
units, and construction of tanks and piping 
with a view to ease of sanitation. 

ANTIBIOTICS USED TO 
PRESERVE FISH FILLETS: 

An example of the adoption by the Cana
dian fishing industry of the developments of 
research at the Vancouver, B. C., technolog
ical station is the use of antibiotics as pre
servatives for food fish. This method is now 
being used extensively for fillets in the Mari
time provinces of Canada, according to a Jan
uary 4, 1962, news release of the Canadian 
Department of Fisheries. 



60 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW Vol . 24 , No.2 

Canada (Contd.): 

VACUUM METHOD OF 
CANNING HERRING DEVELOPED: 

A method of canning herring developed by 
the Technological Station of the Fisheries 
R esearch Board of Canada in Vancouver, 
B . C., has been brought into commercial use 
by a British Columbia cannery. The method, 
involving a stage in processing where the 
herring is placed under vacuum, produces a 
firmer, more palatable product than older 
methods. It was described at the Board' s 
annual meeting in Ottawa. 

The vac~um is dr awn immediately after 
precooking, when the herring are in open, 
inverted cans in t he stea m retort. Vacuum 
is maintained for s everal minutes after which 
sauces are added, the c ans sealed, and the 
cooking process com pleted. 

Among the adv antages of the vacuum meth
od is a rapid cooling effect which firms up 
the fish. ~elati vely simple adjustments and 
equipment a re necessary to convert the 
steam retorts to the vacuum process. 

*****-

NEW METHOD OF UNLOADING SALMON 
FROM VESSEL TO REDUCE HANDLING: 

A new method of unloading salmon that 
can substantially reduce or eliminate fish 
handling from the vessel to the plant is the 
subject of an engineering project at the 
Technological Station of the F isheries Re
search Board of Canada in Vancouver, B.C . 

The idea of such a method, involving the 
use of pressurized containers aboard ves
sels, was initiated by a British Columbia 
fishing company. Engineers at the Techno
logical Station designed and tested a working 
model, based upon the original suggestion 
but involving important changes in design. 
The project was described at the annual 
meeting of the Board. 

The model worked effectively with her
ring and a full-scale system wa s installed 
on the salmon packer Nootka Chief. In prac
tical use, the unloading system h as duplicated 
the success of test runs on the worki ng model. 

Investigation into the engineering and eco
nomic features of t he equipment are to con
tinue. 

* * * * * 

"BLOwN' FISH OILS 
PRODUCED BY SCIENTISTS: 

II Blown" fish oils that could be used as ad
ditives to conventional lubricants have be en 
produced by scientists of the Halifax techno
logical station of the Fisheries Res earch 
Board of Canada in their search for ne w ways 
to develop byproducts from the fishery re 
sources of the Atlantic. Although fatty oils 
have been used as lubricants for I centuries, 
often in the form of soaps, there has b een 
relatively little- use for marine oils for lubri
cation. 

However, the Halifax station's scientists 
have concluded successful experiments with 
cod-liver oil and herr.ing oil which may in
terest processors and oil companies in the 
use of these products as additives to lubri 
cants. Details of the project were given in 
Ottawa at the annual meeting of the Research 
Board. 

Before the advent of petroleum many fats 
and oils from plants and animals, including 
even butter, were used as lubricants. With
in the last few decades the direct u se of these 
materials as lubricants has practically van
ished. Some, however, are still used a s ad
ditives in certain lubricants since they ad
here to metal surfaces and improve the sta
bility of the oil layer between the surfaces. 
The oil most commonly used far this purpose 
today is derived from rapeseed. 

To improve the characteristics of t hese 
oils, large quantities of air are blown t hrough 
the oils at high temperatures. This thickens 
the oil to improve its viscosity character is 
tics and at the same time stabilizes it against 
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further decomposition in operation at high 
temperatures often found in machines. 

Since the cost of "blown" vegetable oil is 
high as compared to marine oil, it is possi
ble that this fact could create more interest 
by oil companies in the use of fish oils as 
additives. The Halifax experiment has shown 
that by careful processing a "blown" marine 
oil can be produced that would meet most 
specifications required by oil companies. 

The project has not been geared to pro
duce oil in sufficient quantity for evaluation 
by oil companies. However, the process has 
been perfected and is available to Canadian 
industry if it wishes to use it. 

* * * * * 
STUDIES ON HORMONES IN SALMON: 

Studies on hormones in Pacific salmon 
have recently been extended to include the 
Atlantic salmon. All five species of Pacific 
salmon die after spawning while many Atlan
tic salmon do not. The present studies are 
being undertaken with a view to gaining a 
better understanding of this phenomenon, 
and were outlined at the annual meeting of 
the Fisheries Research Board of Canada. 

Results to date show that there is an im
paired elimination of hormones in spawned 
Pacific salmon which does not occur with 
spawned Atlantic salmon. This research is 
being carried out at the Board's technologi
cal station in Halifax. 

* * * * * 
PLANKTON RESEARCH: 

Plankton--the very foundation of the pyr
amid of life in the sea - -is the subject of an 
intensive and stimulating program of re
search at the Nanaimo Biological Station of 
the Fisheries Research Board of Canada. 
Scientists at the British Columbia station 
are opening the door on increased knowledge 
of the tiny or ganisms, both plant and animal, 
which are at the bottom of the food chain of 
the sea. These microscopic creatures and 
plants are present in greater numbers and 
higher concentration than any other form of 
life in the ocean. Yet, to the present time, 
serious gaps exist in scientific information 
about them. 

The 'cur-rent research program in this 
field, described at the Board's annual meet-

ing in Ottawa, is aimed at finding out as much 
as possible about these me m be r s of the 
phytoplankton and the zooplankton families -
the number of different species, how fast 
each reproduces, how useful they are in the 
food chain. 

To get this information, completely new 
techniques of investigation have been devel
oped by scientists at the Nanaimo Station. 
These include a method of isolating a body 
of water in a submerged plastic sphere where 
plant organisms were grown under conditions 
closely approaching those of nature. 

To further laboratory research, electronic 
equipment has been adapted or developed spe
cially for this purpose. Among the new de
vices is one which may enable scientists to 
monitor concentrations of new growths of 
plant organisms in the sea through aerial 
surveys. 

The significance of these studies is enor
mous. In effect, the basic foodstuffs of the 
sea support all marine life, as their presence 
in quantity or otherwise determines the growth 
and survival of the next higher organism, and 
so on. 

* * * * * 
EFFECT OF WINDS, TIDES, AND SEASONS 
ON OCEAN SURF ACE CURRENTS STUDIED: 

Progress is being made in assessing the 
uneven lag of various parts of the ocean sur
face in responding to such forces as winds, 
tides, and seasons, according to a report to 
the annual meeting of the Fisheries Research 
Board of Canada by its Pacific Oceanographic, 
Group. 

Changes in barometric pressure cause 
winds, it was explained, and winds cause sur
face currents and a degree of drift which 
must be taken into account in navigating a 
vessel. But there is enough lag in each step 
from cause to effect to enable an expert 
weatherman on land to collect barometric 
reports, work out varying probable drifts for 
a number of different areas, and publish 
monthly charts. 

This interplay of forces is fairly uniform 
on the open ocean, it was further explained, 
but nearer the coast is greatly complicated 
and locally varied by the shape of the sea 
bottom and the coastline, which may increase 
or diminish the local effect of wind and tide 
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and lengthen or shorten the period of lag in 
the s ea's response . 

* * * * * 
NEW RESEARCH VESSEL BEING BUILT: 

Construction was started early in January 
1962 on a new ocean-~oing r e search vessel-
t he CGS "G. B. Reed .' The G. B. Reed i s to 
operate in North Pacific waters-. - ---

The 177-foot vessel, which will cost ap
proximately $1.8 million, i s being built in 
Vict oria, B . C. The construction schedule 
calls for launching in September 1962 and 
delivery t o the Fisheries Research Board of 
Canada in November. 

The G. B . R e ed will b e a s istership to the 
Board'sA:-T:ca-m eron which operat es in the 
Northwest Atlantic . 

The new vessel will be, in effect, a float
ing scientific laboratory, and her facilities 
will incorpor ate the very latest equipment 
to enable s c i entists to carry out work at sea. 
Investigations in the North Pacific Ocean will 
include those r equired of Canada under the 
International North Pacific F isheries Com
mission. 

The G. B. Reed will have a cruising range 
of 8,500-mIies and trips lasting 4 to 5 weeks 
will be possible. It i s es timated that the ves 
sel wi'll be at sea for up t o 250 days each 
year. A single high-powered Diesel engine 
will give the ship a cruising s peed of 12 
knots. Like the laboratory facilities , the 
navigational and fish -finding equipment will 
be the most modern available. 

The vessel will be equipped with bottom 
and midwater trawls, gill nets , long lines , 
and other s pec ialized fishing gear as well as 
winches and rigging for conventi onal oceano
graphic survey operations . 

The vessel will join a fleet of four re
search vessels operated by the Fisheries 
Research Board of Canada on the Pacific 
Coast. They are t he }:. ~. Knight, the In
vestigator.!, the Alta , and the Noctiluca. 
The largest is the }:. ~. Knight, a 77-footer. 

The home port of the G. B. Reed will be 
Victoria, B. C.~,but fu~ scientific staff will 

be from the Nanaimo Biological Station of the 
Fisheries Research Board of Canada. 
Note: See Commerci al Fishenes Review, August 1961 p. S9 . 

* * * * * 
COMMERCIAL FISHING AREAS EXP ANDED 
IN NORTHWEST TERRITORIES: 

Commercial fishing in the Northwest Ter
ritories, hitherto restricted to Great Slave 
Lake in Mackenzie District, has been expanded 
to include 8 designated areas in the Mackenzie 
and Keewatin districts on a rotating basis , the 
Canadian Department of Fisheries announced 
early in December 1961. 

Quota s computed on annual catch limit 
rates have been s et for each of the lakes in 
the 8 areas. In 6 of the areas each lake will 
be open for two years or until its quota has 
been filled , after which it will be closed for 
4 years. In the other two areas, the maxi 
mum two-year opening will be followed by a 
two-yea r c losure. 

Commercia l fishing in some lakes, de s ig
nate d as experimental areas, will be confined 
to a short summer season. In the remainder, 
fis hing will b e a llowed on a year-round bas is 
within the r estrictions of the quota s ystem. 

Operations on Great Slave Lake, which has 
been fis hed commercially for the past 16 years , 
will continue to be governed by existing r egu
lations. 

The only other commercilil fishing opera
tions in the Northwest Territories a r e t he 
Arctic char fishery recently deve loped through 
Eskimo cooperatives. (The Fisherman, De-
cember 8, 1961.) --

***** 
NEW BRUNSWICK FISH MEAL PRICES, 
DECEMBER 1961: 

Fish-meal prices (60-percent protein) 
quoted by New Brunswick producers late in 
December 1961 and late in Novemb er 1961 
averaged about C$120 a short t on ($2.00 a 
protein unit) for both exports and domestic 
sales. The price has rema ined the same 
since late July 196 1. (United States Consu
late, Saint John, N. B., Canada, December 28, 
1961.) 



February 1962 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 63 

Denmark 

FLATFISH FILLETING MACHINE TESTED: 
A filleting machine for flatfish was re

ported operating successfully for two weeks' 
as of mid-December 1961 in the plant of the 
Esbjerg fishery exporter who invented it, 
according to the November 30 issue of the 
daily newspaper, Vestkysten. The inventor, 
I.C.C. Dyekjaers, reports the machine, which 
was constructed in Lubeck, West Germany, 
cuts fillets in an excellent manner but anum
ber of months of operation under regular 
production will be required before it can be 
fully tested. Numerous filleting plants in 
Denmark have ordered the new machine 
from the Lubeck factory but the latter will 
await further operating reports before mak
ing deliveries in any quantity. (Fisheries 
Attache, United States Embassy, Copenha
gen, report of December 13, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
4TH INTERNATIONAL FISHERIES 
TRADE FAffi: 

The 4th International Fisheries Trade 
Fair 1962 will take place in Copenhagen, A
pril 14-23, 1962. Billed as the world's larg
est trade fair for fisheries, it will be held in 
The Forum, Scandinavia's largest exhibition 
hall. About 85 percent of the exhibition space 
already has been reserved. In the current 
list of 115 exhibitors from 14 countries, the 
United States was represented by five manu
facturers as of early December 1961. 

Exhibitors plan to show the most recent 
developments in fishing gear, motors and 
engines, navigation equipment, processing 
maChinery, etc. At the 3rd Fair, held in 
Copenhagen, September 25-0ctober 4,1959, 
exhibitors reportedly made sales of almost 
US$29 million. Visitors are expected from 
at least 33 countries. 

Denmark's Fisheries Minister is patron 
for the Fair, and it is supported also by the 
Danish Fisheries Council and the Chamber 
of Manufacturers. (Fisheries Attache, Unit
ed States Embassy, Copenhagen, report dat
ed December 5, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
F1SHERY TRENDS, DECEMBER 1961: 

Catch ill 1961 Sets Record: Preliminary data on Danish 
fishing craft landings through November 1961 indicate !hat 
the 1961 catches of most major species have been Signifi
cantly larger than in 1960. The year1s total will surpass the 
record landings of 1959 of 638,000 metric tons. Better fish 

meal prices favored increased industrial fish landings while 
the excellent demand for fishery exports expanded food fish 
production. 

Common Market Fisheries Policy: The Danish Fisheries 
Ministry has not scheduled formal meetings with representa
tives of other countries for discussions leading to develop
ment of a fisheries policy for the Common Market. However, 
the topic is beCOming of greater interest among member and 
prospective member countries. National fishery representa
tives do discuss the subject informally at meetings called for 
other purposes. It undoubtedly was discussed at the commit
tee meeting of fishery administrators in London the week of 
December 11 under the auspices of the Permanent C ommis
sion of the International Fisheries Convention of 1946. 

FiSheries Ministry Proposes Aid for Exporters: Two pro
posats of the Fisheries MiTlistry to aIdDanish fish exporters 
are expected to be recommended to the Governmer.t shortly. 
One would have the Government assume the cost of the fish
ery export control expenses which are now -met by a two
tenths of one percent tax on exports paid by the exporters. 
In recent years exports have been valued at mOJ;e than 400 
million kroner (US$58 million). Thus, the saving to exporters 
would be over 800,000 kroner ($116,000). Agriculture is seek
ing the same relief. The second proposal involves increaSing 
the sum allotted for export promotion from the current 5(},OOO 
kroner ($7,250) to 175,000 kroner ($25,400) the first year and 
to possibly 200,000 kroner ($29,000) annually later. 

C osts and Earnings of Fishermen to be Studied: The total 
income of Danish fishermen has increased this year, making 
it difficult for them to convince others that the fishing indus
try has economic problems. The fishermen contend that in
creases in operating costs far exceed the increases in in
come but have supplied no specific accounting of their opera
tions which would demonstrate their profits or losses. Ear
lier attempts to obtain such information were unsuccessful. 
The Committee on Profits and Loans of the Fisheries Com
mission (consists of 27 members from the fishing industry, 
the Parliament, and the Fisheries Ministry; it was estab
lished by the Ministry on June 27, 1961) is making a renewed 
attempt t o secure the desired information which is meeting 
with much greater success in the preliminary stages. Ques
tionnaires were being prepared in December 1961 in final 
form for distribution. 

Minimum Size of Plaice Increased: The Danish Fisheries 
Association has sent a proposal to its 160 local organizations 
that the minimum size for plaice (Pleuronectes platessa) be 
voluntarily raised from 26 to 27 cenhmeters (lO:-:rTOnT.6 
inches) in order to decrease market supplies. The order 
would remain in effect until further notice. Earlier this year 
the Association sought a minimum price regulation but be
cause of the time required has shifted to a larger minimum 
Size fish. 

There were many complaints about the low prices of 
plaice in 1961 with the smaller sizes selling, at times, at 
such low levels they Were bought for mink food and reduction 
purposes. It was contended that even the larger more de
sirable sizes sold, on occaSion, for one krone per kg. (6.6 
U.S. cents a pound) under what was characterized as a "dump
ing" price. 

The increase in the minimum size is expected to decrease 
landings Significantly. Danish biologists favor the proposal in 
the interest of greater protection for the resource. The fish
ery for plaice is Denmark'S most valuable single fishery. 

Pond Trout Association Formed: Pond brook or rainbow 
trout growers are forming a new association to handle their 
mutual interests with governmental authorities, including such 
problems as tax questions, pollution problems, etc. A former 
association, which also was concerned with trade problems, 
disbanded in 1960 after disagreements over marketing mat
ters. 

Funds Available for Increasing Fisheries Productivity: 
Suggestions for the expenditure of 75,000 kroner ($10,900) for 
increaSing productivity in the Danish fisheries have been in
vited frnm the industry by the Fisheries Ministry. The advice 
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was due December 11, 1961, and was expected to concern ex
ploratory fishing, and improvements in vessel and gear equip
ment and operations. The funds represent the fishing indus
try's allotment from a larger fund available to other indus
tries. 

Two New Cooperative Filleting Plants Proposed: Fisher
men in ESbjerg are considering the establishment of two new 
cooperative filleting plants. The November' 'buyers strike," 
which developed from a dispute over adherence to auction reg
ulations, stimulated the Esbjerg .Fisheries Association to initi
ate a plan for a cooperative filleting plant owned by fishermen, 
While it is recognized considerable capital will be required, 
the opportunity to acquire an outlet for their catches, which 
they will control, has induced more than 30 fishermen to sign 
up for shares valued at 100,000 kroner ($14,500)' 

Andelssildeoliefabriken (The Cooperative Herring Oil Fac
tory) in ESbjerg is one of the world's largest fish meal and 
fish oil plants. Its management has become interested in es
tablishing a filleting plant because about 50 of its more than 
250 Shareholders now fish exclusively for food fish rather than 
industrial fish, Preliminary investigations of the project are 
under way with regard to construction costs, equipment, mar
kets, etc., so that a comprehensive proposal may be present
ed to members at the forthcoming general meeting, (Decem
ber 13, 1961, report from the Fisheries Attache, United States 
Embassy, Copenhagen.) 
Note, Values converted at rate of 1 kroner equal USSO.14S. 

EI Salvador 

SHRIMP FISHERY TRENDS: 
Based on preliminary recommendations, 

the Government as of late 1961 suspended the 
issuance of new licenS'es to catch shrimp un
til a study of shrimp possibilities by an ex
pert of the Food and Agriculture Organiza
tion (FAO) had been completed. Consider
able interest in EI Salvador I s lobster poten
tial developed during the last few months of 
1961, and many persons are making plans to 
begin lobster fishing. 

Boat owners reported a monthly shrimp 
catch per boat of up to 9,000 pounds as of 
December 1961, substantially more than the 
monthly catch of 4, 000 pounds of a few months 
ago but less than the monthly average of 
15, 000 pounds for the same period of 1960. 
It is hoped that the F AO study can shed some 
light on the cause of thiS' decrease, though 
some observers believe that it is caused by 
a combination of climatic factors and the in
creased number of boats in the fishery. 

Interest has also developed in shark fish 
ing possibilities, with severalfishermen ac 
tively planning expansion in that field. (Unit 
ed States Embassy, San Salvador, December 
6, 1961.) 

Fiji Islands 

GOVERNMENT WELCOM ES 
JAPANESE TUNA FISHI G BASE: 

Japanese plans to establish a large tuna 
fishing base, complete with freezing and can
ning facilitIes, at Levuka, Fiji Islands, ap 
pear to be moving forward smoothly. The 
seven-man survey team headed by a Japa 
nese Diet memb r, including two other Diet 
members and a FisherIes Agency official, 
returned to Tokyo on December 21, 1961, 
after a two-week on -th -spot survey in Fiji. 

Reportedly, the Japanese delegation met 
with the Fiji House Speaker, who was said to 
be greatly enthused over Japan se plans to 
establish a large fishing base and to emi
grate 2,000 Japan se to Levuka over a four
year span. Establishment of the base is most 
welcome since the Fiji Islands have only one 
in~ustry--sugar--and plans apparently are 
belllg made to widely publicize the affair in 
Fijian newspapers. 

Agreement is said to have been made dur 
ing this trip to have the proposed Levuka base 
furnish the Japanese tuna mothers hip fleets 
operating in nearby seas with supplies and 
water. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, December 
23, 1961.) 

Fra nce 

FIRST BIANNUAL ITER ATIO AL 
FISHERIES SHOW: 

The first Biennale Internationale des Pech
es (Biannual International Fisheries Show) 
will be held at Lorient (Morbihan) on the At 
lantic shores of Brittany from May 25 to Jun 
3, 1962. The object of the exhibition will be 
to publicize and promote everything related 
to the fishing industry from the supertrawl 
er to frozen packaged fish . The fair is be 
~ng privatE7ly sponsored by the city of Lor
~ent ~nd. WIll be the only large fair in France 
III thIS fIeld during the year 1962 . The last 
major French fisheries fair was held about 
two years ago at Boulogne . 

American firms can exhibit directly or 
t?rough local representatives and applica 
tIons for spa,ce should be made directly t o 
the Secretanat General, Biennale Internat
i ona le des Peches , Hotel de Ville, Lorient 
(Mor bihan) . 
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France (Contd.): 

Covered exhibits will be housed in exhibit 
halls to be erected for the event. Each hall 
will be able to accommodate about 50 stands. 
Fifteen such halls are planned so as to pro
vide enough space for 750 stands. In addi
tion' there will be ample space for out -of
doors exhibits . 

Exhibits will cover all aspects of the fish
ing industry, including supertrawlers. In
cluded in the displays will be mechanical, 
electronic, radio, radar, and refrigerating 

quipment; optical instruments; filleting and 
processing machinery; deep-freezing equip
ment; retail refrigerator cases; trucks for 
transporting fresh and frozen fish; etc .... 

The fair will also be highlighted by gas- German Federal Republic 
tronomic events and by stands devoted to the 
art of cooking sea products which should have 
wide appeal to the general public. 

Technical conferenc s are planned but the 
program has not yet been announced. 

Type of Fish Meal Prorein Comem ("/0) Delivery OM/Metric Ton lJ U /Shon Ton 

German •.•.•••...•• 
" 

55-60 
60-65 

loco/prompr 577.50 
590.00 " " 

R pres ntath-es fro m all sectors of 
Franc IS fisheri s industry should be attrac
t d to this fair and num r~us industry visi
tors from other European countries can also 
be pxp cted. The fair would therefore seem 
to be an xcell nt vehicl for promoting fish-
r) equipment and products. According to 

press rt:ports. firms from 26 countri s in
hiding Japan, P I'u, and the Republic of South 
\frica ha\ e already e.'pressed an interest in 

participating. ' 

Equipm nt ~ll1d techniques u ed in the pa k
a,ging, f1' "zing, storing and handlingoffroz n 

1 'h 'hould b~ of parti ular int 'rest to the 
I l't:11l hindu::> l' . \\ hill.: froz n fish now r p
I' • 'nt~onl\'a:-,mallp l'I..en ag ofth totalfLh 

s compared with. ov mb r 
on the Hamburg Exchang on 
1961, were up substanhall f r 
fish meal. (Unit d tates 
Decemb :or 6, 1961.) 

A 
fish 
faul 

5 
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German Federal Republic (Contd.): 

Table 1 - Federal Republic of Germany ImportS and Exports of Edible Fish Body Oils, September 1961 With Comparisons 

IMPORTS 
Country Total by WeighJ Average Prices 2/ 

of SeDtember 1961 September SeQtember September 
Origin Quantity Value}} 1961 1960 1961 1960 1961 1960 

Metric 1,000 US$ 
(U.S.¢/Lb.) Tons DM 1,000 (Percent) (DM/Metric Tons) 

lcel.ar1d •••••••••••••• 376. 0 173 43 6.1 0. 5 4B0 385 5.2 4.4 
Denmark •••••.••••••• 607.7 390 98 9. 9 18.1 642 649 7.3 7.4 
Netherlands ••••••••••• 349.2 180 45 5.7 2.1 515 563 5.8 6.4 
Norway ..•••••.•••••• 191.8 188 47 3.1 18.5 980 826 11.1 9.4 
United States ••.••••••• 1,216.8 636 159 19.8 21.4 523 672 5.9 7.6 
Qille •...••••••••••• 194.8 105 26 3.2 - 539 714 6.1 8.1 
Peru ....••••••.•••• 3,204.7 1,796 449 52.2 23.0 560 530 6.4 6.0 

Total .•.•.•••••... 6,141.0 3,468 867 100.0 - 565 - 6.4 -
Total Seotember 1960 3704 9 2398 600 - Y836 - 647 - 7.3 

EXPORTS 
Country 

1961 
Total by Weight Average Prices 3/ 

of ". September September September 
Destination Quantity Value y 1961 1960 1961 1960 1961 1960 

Metric 1,000 US$ 
Tons DM 1,000 (Percent) (DM/Metric Tons) (U.S.'¢/Lb.) 

Netherlands. • • • • . • •.• 220.0 118 29 19.8 16.5 587 536 6.7 6.1 
Norway •.•••..•••••• 1,116.8 691 173 80.2 83.5 675 619 7.7 7.0 

Total 13368 809 202 100 0 - 605 - 69 -
Total September 1960 18805 l237 309 - 1000 - 658 - 75 
l /Believed to be the value at port of entry in Germany. 
2"/Other countries: Great Britain - 12.9 percent; Porrugal - 0.3 percent; Argentina - 3.2 percent. 
~/Believed to be the value at port of shipment in Germany. 
S'ource: Federal Office of Statistics, Wiesbaden. 
Note: Values converted at rate of 4 DM equal US$1. 

manufacturers have large fish oil stocks on hand, which re
portedly are sufficient t o carry their production through 
April 1962 . 

United States menhaden oil is currently offered at $120 
per metric ton (5.4 U.S. cents a pound), c.i.f. Rotterdam or 
Sc andinavian port. But according to the local source, little 
or no bUSiness is transacted on this basis. Some sales of 
U.S. menhaden oil were t ransacted early in December 1961 
at $116 per ton (5.3 U. S. c ents a pound). Peruvian exporters 
have contracted s ales at $113-$114 a ton (5.1-5.2 cents a 
pounds), c.i.f. Rotterdam or Scandinavian port for delivery in 
May 1962, but the ear ly December 1961 price for Peruvian 
fish oil was $1 16 pe r ton (5.3 c ents a pound). A ccording to 
the local importer, the headquarters of the largest British 
user and buyer in L ondon has instructed its West European 
affiliates, including those in We st Germany, to stop buying 
fish oil until at l east J anuary 1962. The British firm will re 
portedly buy if Peru offer s fish oil at $11 0 per ton (5.0 cents 
a pound>. German fish b ody oil early in December 1961 was 
quoted at about DM 450-46 0 a metric ton (5.1-5.2 cents a 
pound), ex facto r y , but it is difficult t o get German oil for 
delivery before March 1962. The l ocal source was optimistic 
concerning exp ort possibilitie s for German oil from the 1961/ 
1962 winte r production. (United States C onsulate, Bremen, 
December 6, 1961.) 

Ghana 

JAPANESE FIRM CONSTRUCTING 
FISH COLD-STORAGE P LANT: 

A large Japanese fishing company as of No
vember 1961 was constructing large cold-stor
age facilities at T ema, Ghana, to handle the 
catch of its Atlantic trawler fleet, reported to 
total six trawlers, mostly in the 2,500-ton 
class. The company is said to be planning on 
increasing its trawler fleet in the Atlantic O
cean and may build more freezing plants in 
West Africa. R.eportedly, many other foreign 
fishing firms are interested in joining the Jap
anese firm in developing new base facilities 
in West Africa, particularly after the company 
announced that it planned to establish a large 
fishing base at T ema. (Shin Suisan Shim bun 
Sokuho, November 17, 1961.) 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT AID 
FROM DENMARK REQUESTED: 

The Danish Ambassador to Ghana in Ac
cra has received a letter from the Ghana Na-
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Tlw r 'qu 'st \as made public in th Dan
ish pI' ss in mid-D c mb r 1c G1 and in flSh
'1' t1'ad> publlcations . (D c mb r 13,1 (;61, 
r port from tl1 1 ishl'l'i s \ttach , l. nit d 
. tat s EmlJass\, 'op >nl1ag n .) 

Iceland 
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Iceland (Contd.): 

pected to show up as a most xc ptlonally ito d rt8hln y r 
for Iceland. Estimates pi th I tal 1 61 cal h I ab I 
100,000 metric tons m r than th 1 60 catch of 1113,744 I ., 

The herring contracts abroad had not been till d aP of 
late December 1961. This was partly due to the rather low 
fat content of the catch as a whol , About 80,000 barrel 
of herring had been salted as of Decemb r IS, 1961. com
pared with 33,000 barrels at the same time in 1960, An 
effort was being made to marinate some 20,000 barrel or 
herring, which should add considerably to the total valu 
of the catch, A feature of some Importance In 1961 was the 
fresh-freezing of a sizable part of the south coast herring 
catch. Five trawler loads were landed at German ports the 
first part of December. 

The latest contract for south coast salted herring sales 
was signed on December 8, 1961. This provided for 40,000 
barrels of herring to be delivered to the Soviet Union, making 
the Soviet contract one for delivery of 80,000 barrels of her
ring, all of which must be of at least lS-percent fat content. 
As of the end of December 1961, total foreign salted herring 
contracts were for 12S,OOO barrels. The Herring Production 
Board has also contracted to deliver 20,000 barrels of south 
coast herring to West Germany and 20,000 barrels to Poland. 
The remaining S,OOO barrels consist largely of fully processed 
herring for the United States market, and low-lat content her
rIng for the East German market, The Herring Production 
Board is attempting to conclude further contracts with the 

• 

* * •• * 

***** 
UTILIZATION OF FISHERY LA DINGS: 

January-August 1961: Landings of fish 
and shellfish in January- August 1961 were 
substantially higher than in the same p e riod 
of 1961. 
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Iceland (Contd.): 

Table 1 - Iceland's Fishel)' Landings , Janual)'-August, 1960-1961 

How Utilized 
J anual)' -August 

1961 I 1960 

lkII.!ruI!/ for: 
•• (Metric Tons) •• 

Oil and meal ....... ..... 179,779 87,923 
Freezing · ....... ...... 10,204 1,944 
Salting · ............. 54,498 17,266 
Fresh on ice • • • . • • • • • . • • ~ '4 119 645 

GIQundf!§!!2J for: 
Fresh on ice landed abroad .... 16, 960 12, 727 
Freezing and filleting ...... .. 118,049 159, 693 
Salting . . . . .... · ...... 63,545 66,585 
Stockfish · .. ........... 42,495 50,641 
Home consumption · ........ 5,595 5, 771 
Oil and meal · . . 2 998 4 401 
~for: I 

Freezing: Lobster · .... .. .. 1,410 1, 621 
Shrimp · ........ 304 - I Cannino Cshrimo\ · ........ L26 -

Total production • · . . . . . . 500 082 409 217 
!JWhole fish. 
Vnrawn fish. 

January-September 1961: Increased land
ings of herring were mostly responsible for 
the increase in landings from 1960 to 1961. 

Table 2 - Iceland's Fishel)' Landings, 
Janual)'-September, 1960-1961 

How Utilized Janual)'-September 
1961 I 1960 -

~!J!Q!: 
. . (Metric Tons) •• 

Oil and meal ............ 180,767 
Freezing •••••••••••••• 10, 730 
Salting ••••••••••••••• 55,075 
Fresh on ice • . • • • • • • • • • • • 4,119 
~ ............. 114 
Groundf for: 

Fresh on ice landed abroad 19,994 
Freezing and filleting • • • : : : : : 125,506 
Salting ••.•••••••••••• 64,532 
SIDckfish · ............. 43,028 
Home consumption • . . • • • • •• 6,201 
Oil and meal . • • • • • • • .• • • • 3 227 

IShellfish for: 
Freezing:Lobster • . . ... ... 1,488 

Shrimo · ..... . . . 747 
Cannino shrimp) · ........ 243 _ 

Total production . · . . .. . 515 771 
~,Wliole fish. 
~rawn fish. 

India 

INDO-NORWEGIAN FISHERIES 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT: 

90, 809 
2, 352 

17, 278 
645 
-

15, 591 
169 , 111 
68,244 
51, 359 

6, 423 
4 847 

1,819 
--

428 478 

A tripartite agreement was signed in New 
Delhi on November 27, 1961, between t he 
United Nations, the Government of Nor way, 
and the Government of India to modify and 
expq.nd the scope of the existing fisheries 
development project, confined to the state of 

Kerala prior t o t he new agreement. Exten
sion of the Indo-"Norwegian fisheries project 
to c over other maritime states in India is the 
prirlcipal feature of the new agreement. 

According to press r eports, t he Norwegian 
India Foundation has agreed t o contribute Rs. 
6.74 million (US$1.4 m illion) towards com
pletion of the remaining capita l investments 
under the existing project and Rs. 3.32 mil
lion ($0. "1 million) a year for financing the 
activities envisaged in the new a greement. 

The first Indo -Norwegian project, relating 
to fishe r ies development in Kerala State, has 
been in operation now for more t han five 
years based on a t ripartite agreement be
tween the Unit ed Nations, the Government of 
Norway, and the Government of India signed 
in October 1956 . The project was formulated 
with a view to r a ising the standard of living 
of t he fishermen in the area through higher 
returns for their work, efficient distribution 
of fresh fis h, improvement of fish products, 
a nd improvement of health of the fishing pop
ulation. The contribution of the Norwegian 
Government has been in the form of financial 
and technical assistance viz., equipment, ma
chinery, experts, and fellowships. From its 
inception through March 31, 1960, the pro
gressive Norwegian expenditure on the proj
ect t otaled approximately 21.9 million rupees 
($4.6 m illion). The entire aid has been chan 
neled t hrough the United Nations. 

The present agreement is in the na ture of 
an extension pact of the original project. Ac 
cording to available information, the fisher
i e s development work will first be extended 
to the states of Mysore and Madras because 
of their contiguity with Kerala and similarity 
of fi shing operations. It is also proposed to 
establish a new fisheries station at Cochin 
under t he expanded project to conduct marine 
res earch and experimental fishing along the 
sea coast. The Cochin Station will train per 
sonnel in fishing operations, manufacture and 
maintenance of fishing gear , fis h processing, 
and marketing. (United States Embassy, New 
"Del hi, December 12 . 1961.) 

Israel 
I 

J OINT JAPANESE-ISRAELI 
FISHING COMP ANY PLANNED: 

A J apanese fishing company is reportedly 
planning to form a joint Japanese-Is r a e lifish-
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Is r ael (Co ntd.) : 

l.ng compa ny in Israel this year. Early in 
1961 the Japa ne s e fi r m c onducted expenmen-
al na fishing off the coast of West Africa . 

Having obtained fai r ly good results , the firm 
dec'ded to p r oceed with a rrangements to es
tablish a Joint fishing company in Israel. 
Under thl plan, Japan a nd Israel would each 
contribute 50 percent towards the establish
ment of the Joint fi s hing c ompany, which 
would engage in the production of tuna and 
fish meal. 

Tegotiations for t his joint venture are 
currently in progre ss. However, various 
conJectures a r e b e i ng made as to whether 
the Japanese Governme nt would approve this 
plan since othe r Japanes e fishing companies 
are alr eady underta king the establishment of 
flshing bases on the West African coast. 
( hin Suisan Shim bun Sokuho, December 19, 
1961.) 

Editor's lote: One large Japanes e fish
mg firm has a bas e in Las Palmas, Canary 
Islands, a nd i s constructing another at Mon
rOVla, Liber ia . Another firm is reported to 
be construct i ng cold-storage facilities in 
T rna, Gha na, a nd a third firm ha s a 14,000-
ton fIsh meal fact or y ship operating in An
golan waters . 

Ita ly 

restrict Italian imp orts of J a panese frozen 
tuna . (Shin Suis an Shimbun Sokuho, Decem
ber 14, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
C OMMERCIAL F IS HERIES INDUSTRY: 

Italy' s commercial marine fisheries in
dustr y i s bas ed princip a lly at three large 
ports : T rapani fo r Si c ily and the Mediter
r anean , L eghorn for the North and Atlantic 
fisherie s , and Anc ona for the Adriatic and 
Ionian Seas . Milan, the river port, is the 
center for fresh -water fi sheries. 

But the commercial fishe ries industry al 
so operates from these s m alle r centers: In 
the Tyrrhenian Sea there a r e the ports of 
Sardinia, Liguria, Tuscany, Latium, Cam
pania, Calabria, Messina, and P a lermo. The 
ports situated on the Adr iatic are Brindisi, Bari, 
Malfetta, Manfredonia, T rani, Le Pugli. Fi
nally, there are the por t s of Abruzzi, Marche, 
Emilia, Venetia, Monfalcone, and Trieste. 

Italian fishery catches a nd landings are 
not sufficient for the dome stic demand and 
the needs of canneries . The country imports 
fishery products from Netherla nds, Iceland, 
Norway, Spain, and P ortugal. When Italy 
used to be a colonial power , its fisheries 
were developing along t he coasts of Libya, 
Abyssina, and the Red Sea . But since World 
War II Italy remains confined to the Mediter
ranean. 

Tunisia is constantly inte r fering with fish
ing operations by seizing Italian boats along 
the Sicilian coasts . Yugos lavia does the same 
along the Adriatic coasts. 

Motorized trawlers go as fa r a s the Atlan
tic. The trips of these trawlers last thre'e 
months on the average. Oper ating costs are 
barely covered in spite of inc reasing fish 
prices, which in Italy are highe r tha n in all 
of the neighboring countries . (Fra nce Peche, 
October 1961. ) ~ 

.~-""'---O;::: 
• • • • • e o 

Japan 

U .. ITED STATES TUNA MARKET SURVEYED 
v r BY JAPANESE FISHERY AGE NCY : 

In accordance with J apan ' s Agr i culture 
and Forestry Minist r Kono's plan to inc rease 
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tuna exports to the United States, the Fishery 
Agency undertook a survey of United States 
fish market trends in November 1961 and was 
expected to present its findings to the Minis
ter. The Fishery Agency's studies included: 
(1) fish consumption and fish supply trends 
in the United States; (2) growth of tuna mar
ket demand in the United States; and (3) Ja
pan's tuna production potential to meet tuna 
demand in the United States. The Agency is 
said to be considering two alternatives for 
increasing Japanese tuna production to meet 
possible increases in tuna exports to the 
United States: (1) enlarging the 100 -ton class 
vessels (which are considered uneconomical) 
and permit them to engage in distant-water 
fishing; and (2) expanding the scope of activi
ties of the coastal fishery to embrace tuna 
fishing. (Shin Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, De
cember 2, 1961.) 

"'**** 
TUNA EXPORTERS SEEK 100 
PERCENT LETTER OF CREDIT: 

The Japanese Atlantic Tuna Committee 
has tentatively adopted a 100 -percent letter 
of credit plan to cover exports of frozen tuna 
to the United States, and plans to negotiate 
this matter with the United States buyers. 
United States frozen tuna importers are re
ported to be opposed to this plan. 

Presently, letter of credits issued to Jap· 
anese tuna exporters guarantee payments up 
to 95 percent of the total export price, with 5 
percent being withheld to allow for claims 
against green meat tuna. (Shin Suisan Shim-
bun Sokuho, November 25, 1961.) --

* * * * '" 
PROPOSED FREIGHT RATE REDUCTION 
FOR FROZEN TUNA SHIPMENTS TO U. S.: 

The Japanese Frozen Foods Exporters 
Association is carefully studying the Japan 
Freight Conference's offer to reduce freight 
rates on frozen tuna shipped to the United 
States from $55 to $50 a short ton. In effect
ing this reduction, the Freight Conference 
asks that the Association revert to the use 
of Scheduled freighters for shipping frozen 
tuna to the United States. By this move, the 
Conference hopes to win back some of the 
freight transportation business it lost to . 
trampers (non~scheduled freighters), which 
today handle approximately 54,000 tons of 

approximately 100,000 short tons of frozen 
tuna annually exported to the United States. 
While favoring the freight rate reduction, the 
Association does not intend to give the Freight 
Conference assurance that trampers would 
not be used. Four large Japanese fishery 
firms, which ship much of their cargo by 
trampers, do not seem to particularly wel
come the freight rate reduction offered by 
the Conference. 

Some United States packers are reported 
to have asked the Association to cooperate 
with the Conference as soon as possible, since 
this reduction will affect the price paid for 
frozen tuna. (Shin Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, 
December 15, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
ATLANTIC OCEAN FROZEN 
TUNA EXPORT PRICES: 

The-Atlantic Ocean Tuna Committee of the Japan Frozen 
Foods Exporters Association held a 'meeting on Novem
ber 21, 1961, to study tuna price revisions and adopted the 
following prices f.o.b. West Africa for Atlantic Ocean tuna 
to be exported to the United States in December 1961: al
bacore $350 a short ton, yellowfin gilled and gutted $270 a 
ton, and dressed yellowfin $280 'a ton. 

The Committee also set the export price of frozen tuna 
f.o.b. Cristobal, Panama Caniu Zone, at $10 per short ton 
below that of frozen tuna exported to the United States from 
Japan proper. 

At a meeting held on December 1, the Atlantic Ocean 
Tuna Committee recommended the establishment of the 
following new floor prices (f.o.b.) for frozen tuna exported 
,to Europe between January and March 1962: 

Exports to: 
taly & Czecho
slovakia •.••• 

!yugoslavia, 
Tunisia & Libya 

Y ellowfin - Albacore
Bluefin Big-Eyed 

Jan.-Mar. Current IJan.-Mar. Current 
1962 Price 1962 Price 

• • • • • • • • (Per Metric Ton) .••••••• 

$310 $290 $280 $275 

320 300 290 285 

The present system of price classification, one for big
eyed and one for yello.wfin tuna, is to be continued, with al
bacore and bluefin placed under the yellowfin classification. 
Lots of mixed fish containing more than 50 percent big
eyed tuna shall be sold under the big-eyed price; those con
taini,ng less than 50 percent big-eyed will be sold under the 
yellowfin price classification. (Shin Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, 
Novem'ber 24 and December 5, 1961.r- --

Translator's Note: As of December 8, 1961, yellowfin, 
albacore, and bluefin tuna exported to Europe were reported 
ly selling for around $340 a metric ton (f.o.b.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED TUNA EXPORTERS REJECT 
PACKERS' PROPOSAL TO RAISE PRICES: 

The Japan Export Frozen: Tuna Producers 
Association informed the Japan Canned Foods 
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Exporters Association of its desire to in
crease the prices of canned tuna in brine for 
export to the United States. The increase 
requested was 50 cents a case above the cur
rent prices of $9.65 per case (7-oz. 48's) 
f.o.b. Japan for canned white meat tuna, and 
$7.60 per case (7-oz. 48 ' s) f.o.b. Japan for 
canned light meat tuna. The Producers As
sociation proposed to apply the new prices 
on 125,000 cases each of canned white and 
light meat tuna scheduled for sale around De
cember 10, 1961. 

The Canned Foods Exporters Association 
held a meeting on December 5, 1961, at which 
time it rejeCted the packers 1 proposal to 
raise the export prices of canned tuna in 
brine. (Suisan Tsushin, December 1; Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, December 7, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
CANNED rrUNA IN BRINE 
EXPORT PRICES RAISED: 

Japanese prices of canned tuna in brine 
for export to the United States were raised 
for December 1961 sales. Canned white 
meat No. i (48 7-oz. cans a case) was raised 
$0.30 per case to $9.95. per case f.o.b. Japan, 
while prices on all other sizes of canned 
white meat tuna were raised $0.25 per case. 
Canned light meat tuna was raised $0.10 per 
case for all can sizes. This now brings the 
price of light meat tuna No. i (48 7 -oz. cans 
a case) to $7.70 a case f.o.b. Japan. 

A total of 230,000 cases of canned tuna--
130,000 cases of white meat tuna and 100,OOC 
cases of light meat tuna - -were expected to 
be offered for·the December sales. (Suisan 
Tsushin, December 15, 1961.) 

***** 
CANNED TUNA IN BRINE EXPORTS 
TO UNITED STATES: 

According to official information received 
by the Japan Canned Foods Exporters Asso
ciation, canned tuna in brine imported into 
the United States on and after December 15, 
1961, has been taxed at the higher tariff rate 
of 25 percent ad valorem. However, the As
sociation reportedly continued to export can
~ed tuna to the United States, even at the high
er tariff rate. The Association expected to 
:!ontinue canned tuna exports to the United 
3tates under the hlgher tariff rate until the 

quantity exported reached 50,000 cases in De
cember 1961. (Suisan Tsushin, December 20 , 
1961.) 

EXPOR TS OF CANNED TUNA 
SPECIALTY PRODUCTS: 

Sales of canned tuna specialty products 
(known as "tender tuna"), which a Japanese 
firm began to export in February 1961, have 
totaled about 30,000 cases as of early Decem 
ber 1961. Sales were made to West Germany, 
Australia, Southeast Asia, and Okinawa. 

Exports to West Germany averaged ap
proximately 3,000 cases (Japanese flat No . 
2 cans) per month, and West Germany is re
ported to be reselling the Japanese products 
to other European countries. Exports to oth
er countries consisted mainly of Japanese 
flat No.3 cans. The Japanese firm plans to 
produce between 300,000 and 350,000 cases 
of carined "tender tuna" in 1962 and hopes to 
export to West Germany an average of 6,000 
cases per month, or about 72,000 cases in 
1962. 

Initially, exports of canned" tender tuna" 
consisted mainly of tuna packed in tomato 
sauce or tuna seasoned with curry, but other 
varieties of canned "tender tuna" have been 
exported, including large quanties of "tender 
tuna" packed in oil and seasoned with soy 
sauce. 

Another canner, w·hich has been packing 
curry tuna, vegetable tuna, and sandwich 
tuna since June 1961 has sold some 70,000 
cases of those products. These sales were 
not as high as expected and the reason is t he 
retail price of Y65 (18 U.S. cents) a "half" can 
was considered too high. The firm is plan
ning to pack in "quarter" cans in 1962. The 
firm plans to pack a total of 150,000 cases 
of one brand of the specialties in 1962 . (Su -
~ Tsushin, December 12, 1961.) -

Note: See Co=ercial Fisheries Review, April 1961 p. <\6, a nd 
February 1961 p. 52. 

* * * * * 
NEW CANNED TUNA EXPORT 
REGULATIONS ANNOUNCED: 

On December 1, 1961, the Japanese Ministry of Inter 
national Trade and Industry (MITI) announced the following 
new regulations governing exports of canned tuna to the 
United States, which will be in effect from December 1 
1961, thr·ough November 30, 1962. ' 
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1- Limits on variety: Canned tuna exports to the United 
States shall be limited to the following varieties: canned 
tuna in brine; tuna spread; pet food. 

11- Authorized quantity for export: The total export 
quota for canned tuna in brine shall be fixed and the allo
cation of the quota to exporters shall be computed as fol
lows: 

A - Export quotas shall be allocated on the basis of 
actual quantities of canned tuna in brine add canned tuna 
in oil exported to the United States during the period Jan
uary I, 1950, through December 31, 1955. In allocating 
quotas, quantities of less than 10 cases shall be counted 
as 10 cases. 

B- Exporters receiving allocations of less than 1,000 
cases under the above method of calculation shall be as
signed the following adjusted quotas: (1) exp orters allotted 
between 10 and 300 cases shall be allocated 500 cases; (2) 
exporters allotted between 300 and 500 cases shall be al
located 800 cases; and (3) exporters allotted between 500 
and 990 cases shall be allocated 1,000 cases. 

IIl- Supplementary documents: Exp orters applying for 
approval to export canned tuna in brine to the United States 
must submit either one of the following two documents with 
their applications: 

A- Export certificate issued by the Japan Canned Foods 
Exporters Association showing quantity of export. 

B- Documentary proof of sales contract c oncluded with 
the Tokyo Canned Tuna Sales Company, Ltd. For members 
of the Japan Canned Foods Exporters Association, documen
tary proof of sales contract concluded with the Tokyo Canned 
Tuna Sales Company may be substituted in lieu of the Ex
porters Association's export certificate until such time that 
the Association's "Regulation on quantities of canned tuna to 
be export~d to the United States" are released. ,Export 
quotas covered in the Association's regulation shall be based 
on can size No.2 48's (U.S. No. t 7-oz. 48's) as the standard 
case. Conversion rates for canned tuna of other sizes shall 
be as follows: 

Japanese Can 
and Case Size 

Equivalent U. S. Can 
and Case Size 

Conversion 
Factor 

Tuna No.1 can, 24's 
Tuna No.3 can, 48's 
Tuna 2-kg. cans, 6's 

13-oz. 24's 
3-1/4-oz. 48's 
4-lb. 6's 

0.94 
0.48 
1.16 

IV- Tuna spread and pet food: Exporters applying for 
approval to export tuna spread and pet food to the United 
States must submit the following documents: 

-

A- Tuna spread - <?ertificate of inspection issued by the 
Canned Foods I.nspection Association. 

. ~- Pet food - Certificate of inspection issued by the 
Mirustry of Agriculture and Forestry. 

V- Country of destination: The term "United States " 
as used in the regulation refers to the United States of 
America, District of Columbia, Puerto Ric o, Virgin Is
lands, Panama Canal Zone, Guam Island Samoa Wake 
ISland, Midway Island, Canton and Ender'bury Isiands 
(Phoenix Islands group), and St. Thomas Island. 

VI- Export performance report: With the exception of 
members of the Canned Foods Exporters Association all 
eX?orters applying for approval to export c anned tuna' in 
brme to the United States must submit t o MITI by Decem
ber 1~, 1961, export licenses (customs clearance for m s) 
~ovenng the p.e~iod January I, 1950, through December 31 
K955, f"c,~ certiilcatlOn of their export r'ec ords. (Sui s an 
~ ~himbun, December 2, 1961 ) ---

* * * * * 

EXPORT TO U. S. OF CA 1 E D T .l A 
PACKED BY MALAYA - JAP A ESE 
CANNERY APPROVED: 

The Japanese Fishe ries Agency in December 1961 
was rep orted to have approved the apphcatlon to icport 
c anned tuna in brine t o t he United States subrrutted by th 
overseas c ompany, a cting as sales agent for the jOintly
operated Malayan-Japanese tuna company located in Pe 
nang, Ma~aya. The Malayan cannery reportedly IS facing 
a financial criSi s and the Fisheries Agency, rath r than 
permit that company to fail, has approved its export ap
plication but has indicated that the quantity for export 
would be less than the 46,000 cases requested by that 
company. Opinion i s that the Agency will likely set that 
company' s e xp ort quota at 30, 000 odd cases. 

The Malay an c anne r y was packing only canned tuna in 
oil f or exp ort to E ur op e . Its production of canned luna 
in oil was 18,020 cases (48 No. 1/2 or 7- oz . cans) July 
Dec embe r 1960, 44,000 cases January - July 1961, and an 
estimated 35,000 c ase s J uly - December 1961. 

The Fishery Age ncy's approval of the Malayan firm's 
application to e xport canned tuna in brine to the United 
States marks a Signific a nt departure from established 
policy. In the past, Japanese overseas fishing etitablish
ments have been prohibited from exporting their canned 
products directly t o the United States . Also, in this same 
vein, exp orts of Japa ne s e frozen tuna to foreign countnes 
which w ould like ly expor t canned tuna products to the 
United States, and thereby compete directly with Japa
nese canned tuna e xports to the United States, have been 
prohibited. 

ConSiderable s p eculation is going on in Japan as to 
measures the F i she ries Agency may adopt 1n handhng fu
ture r e que s t s to est abliSh canning facilities abroad and to 
export c anne d tuna pr oduced at these overseas bases to the 
United States. Firms with bases in New Hebrides, orth 
B orne o, A rgentina, and Brazil, are reported to be equipped 
to immediately undertake such an operation. Also, the 
FiSheries Agency is now expected to have a more d1fflcult 
time in refUSing requests from such countries like Spam to 
import tuna caught by Japanese vessels operahng in the At
lantic Ocean. Such requests until now have been refused 
since th ose countries would be competing directly with Ja
pan for the United States canned tuna market. 

The initial establishment of the Malayan-Japanese tuna 
firm had been strongly opposed by the Japanese tuna c n
ning i ndust ry on the groundS that it would not be pOSSible 
for that company to make a go of it merely by packing 
c anned tuna in oil for export to Europe, and that eventually 
that c om pany would seek to export its products to the nit d 
States. Despite this strong opposition from the canmng 
indust r y , the Fisheries Agency and the parent of the Malay
an fir m established the joint Malayan - Japanese brm in Pe
nang. (Sulsan Tsushin, December 21 &. 25, 1961'> 

WINTER ALBACORE TUNA 
FISHERY UNDER WAY: 

Japanes e fi s hing for winter albacore was 
concentrated a s of mid-December 1961 a
round 380 N. latitude, east of Kinkazan, Mi
yagi P refectur e, r ep lacing good mackerel
pike fi s hing and the prolonged skipjack tuna 
fishi ng s eas on in that area. 

T he Sumiyos hi Maru :..,9 • .!J!. (145 tons) of 
T okus hima Prefecture landed its final mack
e r el - pike catch in Shiogama around mid - D -
cember and was maklllg preparations for lll-
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ter albacore fishing, loading bait and other 
necessary materials. It was expected to sail 
fo r the above fishing ground with a nUIIlber of 
vessels from Shizuoka and Mie Prefectures. 
Winter albacore fishing was expected to be 
in full swing when the ves s els arrived on the 
fishing ground. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, De
cember 16, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
Y AIZU FISHERY LANDINGS, 

OVEMBER 1961: 
A t otal of 8,875 metric tons of fish wer e landed at Yaizu , 

I adlng Japanese tuna fishing port, during Nove mber 1961. 
(Sulsan Keizai Stllmbun, December 9, 1961.) 

Yaizu Fishery Landings, Principal Species, 
November 1961 

Species Landings Ex- Vessel Val ue Average Price 

Metric Tons US$ US$! Metric Ton 

BlueCin . 5,546 1,483, 755 $268 
Albacore. 344 13-1,086 390 
Skipj ck . 1,588 312, 119 197 
~ker!:l 139 26 386 190 

* * * * * 
F ORECAST FOR TUNA F ISHING 
IN EASTERN PACIFIC: 

The Kanagawa Prefecture Fisheries Ex
per imental Station in Japan released i n mid
December 1961 its forecas t of tuna fishing 
in Januar y 1962 for the eastern P a cific. The 
stimate was given on the basis of metric 

to ns p e r 800 hooks. 

Second F i shing Area (So-200 N. latitude, 
ast of 1500 W. longitude): Over the enti r e 

s area west of 11 00 W. longitude , fr om 
50 -13 0 • latitude, the black mar lin ca tch 

as xpected to be 0.42 ton. T he big - eyed 
catch east of 1300 W. longitude wa s foreca st 
a t S tons, while west of that line it was ex -
p ct d to be only 0.8 ton. Also, the yellow 
flD c tch east of 1300 W. longitude was ex
p ct to be higher tha n west of that line at 
0 . 5 t n lD the ea st and 0.2 ton in the wes t. 

was expected to be about 5 tons, and 4.2 tons 
for big- eyed around 11 00 W. longitude. Yel
lowfin were expected to move northward from 
around 100 S. latitude gradually to 40 S. lati 
tude and the catch rate was expected to be 2.6 
tons. The black marlin catch was expected to 
vary from area to area but generally a rate of 
0.4 ton was expected. 

Fourth Fishing Area (l00-300 S. latitude, 
east of lS00 W. longitude): In the sea area 
east of the Pomotsu Islands 180 -23 0 S. lati
tude , albacore catch rate was to be compara
tively high at about 1.8 tons. The catch rate 
should be some 1.4 tons for black marlin in 
the area around those islands. Also, the area 
at 1200 W. longitude with a catch rate of 4 
tons is an extension of the third fishing area 
in the Eastern Pacific. (Japanese periodical, 
December 18, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA MOTHERS HIP CATCH 
IN SOUTH PACIFIC AREA: 

A Japanese fishing company's tuna moth
ership Jinyo Maru (7,161 gross tons), which 
operated in the South Pacific Ocean, was 
sche duled to return to Tokyo on November 
27 , 1961. This mothership, which was ac
companied by 40 catcher vessels, is reported 
to have caught a season total of 3,200 metric 
t ons of fish, of which albacore tuna made up 
36 percent (1,152 metric tons) and yellowfin 
tuna 28 percent (896 metric tons). (Hokkai 
Suisan, November 20, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
SOUTH PACIFIC TUNA OPERATIONS: 

The Japanese tuna mothers hip No. ~ Tenvo 
Maru operating in the South Pacific Ocean.was 
reported to have caught 771 metric tons of al
bacore and 130 metri c tons of yellowfin tuna, 
and 495 metric tons of spearfish, as of De
cember 20 , 1961. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
Decembe r 24, 1961.) 

The Japanese tuna long-line vessel Choko 
Maru (lS9 gross tons) was reported in mid
December 1961 to be returning to its home 
port at Kesennuma in northern Japan with a 
load of fish taken from the waters east of 
Australia. The Choko Maru, which operated 
in the area bounded by T5Q'O" to lS7° E. longi
tude and 140 to 240 S. latitude, caught a total 
of 80.6 short tons of fish taken in 31 sets, 
primarily alba c ore , followed by spearfish 
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and yellowfin tuna. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, 
December 20, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
DISTRIBUTION OF TUNA IN 
THE PACIFIC OCEAN: 

A lecture on the distribution of tuna in the 
Pacific Ocean was given by the Director of 
the Nankai -ku Fisheries Research Institute 
in Magasaki, Kyushu, under the sponsorship 
of the Fisheries Section, Nagasaki Munici
pality. 

The substance of this lecture was that the 
distribution of tuna in the Pacific Ocean is a 
belt-like area stretching from east to west 
centered around the equator. The higher the 
latitude, the less the fish schools are dis
tributed. Each tuna species , however, lives 
in a certain section of the belt, different from 
others. There are known to be about 13 sec
tions. 

Tuna migration may be classified into two 
t.ypes; one under the same living conditions 
and the other caused by a change of living 
conditions which usually takes place in March 
and September of each year. 

Spa wning occurs in a wide area for a con
siderable length of time and the number of 
eggs from one fish is more than one million. 
Striped marlin spawn in comparatively high 
latitude areas. 

Japanese waters are not particularly fa
vorable to tuna, but the living conditions of 
tuna (including seasonal conditions) are fair ly 
well known and planned production can be 
carried out. 

In the Pacific, the more easterly a section 
is located, the larger the size of fish found in 
that section. The thickness of the schools 
remains the same throughout the year and 
fishermen can build vessels based on their 
judgment of the species in which they are 
primarily interested and their ability to s wim . 
(Suisan Keizai Shlmbun, November 17 , 1961, 
and other periodicals.) 

* * * * * 
TROPICAL ATLANTIC TUNA 
FISHING IMPROVES: 

According to Japanese reports coming 
from the fiShing areas , albacore tuna fiShing 

by Japanese vessels off Recife, Brazil, began 
to improve in September 1961. November
December 1961 yellowfin and albacore tuna 
fishing off Africa also entered the seasonal 
peak. But fishing was not yet completely 
satisfactory because the average catch per 
day for a 400-ton long-line vessel was 8-9 
metric tons, which is the same as in 1960. 
Seasonal peak fishing was expected to last 
until January 1962 and much was expected of 
future fishing. 

Export demand for frozen tuna from At
lantic production has held steady since June 
and July 1961. In fact, the available supply 
was considered inadequate. For this reason, 
Atlantic tuna was selling at the export price 
of around US$300 per metric ton c.Lf. 

Mid - December 1961 export prices for At
lantic frozen tuna were $310 a metric ton for 
Italy, $320 a ton for Yugoslavia and Tunisia, 
and $340-$350 a short ton for albacore trans
shipped to the United States. These prices 
were substantially higher than $260 for Europe 
and $310 for transshipment to the United States 
reported for the same period in 1960. Com
pared with the same period in 1960, total ex
ports of frozen Atlantic tuna April-November 
1961 increased 10 percent in quantity and a
bout 20 percent in value. 

Reflecting the gradual rise in frozen At
lantic tuna prices in the United States, tuna 
shipped directly from Japanese ports as of 
mid-December 1961 was priced $70-$80 a 
short ton higher than in 1960. The tuna catch 
in the Pacific towards the last part of 1961 
was showing the same tendency as Atlantic 
tuna when compared with 1960. For frozen 
Pacific tuna as of mid-December 1961, prices 
were $390 per short ton f.o.b. for albacore 
and $340 -$350 for yellowfin shipped directly 
from Japan. The prices were $310 on alba
core and $270 on yellowfin in the same period 
of 1960. (Suisan Keizai Shimbun, December 
18, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
TUNA FISHING IN THE ATLANTIC 
OCEAN SLOW IN 1961: 

Japanese tuna fishing in the Atlantic Ocean 
was reported slow during 1961. Late in De
cember 1961, a total of 52 Japanese tuna ves
sels were operating in the Atlantic Ocean. A
bout 40 of those were concentrated in the al
bacore fishing area off the coast of South A
merica. While the catch increased somewhat 
early in December 1961, fishing was still 
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generally slow compared with the same pe
riod of 1960. 

Yeillowfin and big-eyed tuna catches off 
the coast of West Africa were reported as 
very light, with yellowfin making up from 20 
to 40 percent of the daHy landings. 

The number of tuna vessels operating in 
the Atlantic Qcean during 1961 was 10 less 
than in 1960. However, 6 vess els are sched
uled to be added to the tuna fleet in 1962, 
which will bring the Atlantic Ocean tuna fleet 
up to 58. (Suisan Tsushin, December 20, 
1961.) 

JAPANESE HOPE TO ESTABLISH 
FROZEN TUNA WAREHOUSE 
IN ATLANTIC AREA: 

At the Government - Industry meeting of 
the Japanese Export Trade Promotion Coun
cil held in early November 1961, the Japa
nese frozen tuna industry submitted a pro
posal to establish a warehouse (cold -storage 
cooperative) at Ghana, West Africa, which 
would be used to regulate the flow of frozen 
tuna in the Atlantic Ocean area to stabilize 
market conditions. 

This proposal is not new and was original
ly made in May 1961. At that time, the catch 
of Atlantic Ocean tuna had been expected to 
surpass the 1960 high catch. To prevent a 
disruption in the European tuna market, as 
had happened in the past, tuna vessel opera
tors had urged the establishment of a ware
house in the Atlantic, and some fishing com
panies strongly urged that they be permitted 
to use the fishing base being built at Monro
via, Liberia, by a large Japanese fishing 
company. The catch in 1961 fell way below 
expectations and interest in the warehouse 
plan died down. 

Specifically, the tuna industry wants to 
establish a warehouse to: (1) separate cat ch
es according to countries of destination; (2) 
carry out quality control whereby rejected 
fish would be shipped back to Japan; (3) r egu
late the flow of tuna to control market prices. 
Eventually, fish canning and fish ham-sau
sage manufacturing plants would be e s t ab
lished at the warehouse s ite. The warehous e 
center would operate a s a multiple enterpris e 
a nd handle the catch of the Japane se Atlantic 

t rawl fleet as well. The tuna industr y wants 
t he J a panese Government to finance this proj 
ect . However, Government author ities are 
ins isting t hat before this plan can be im ple 
mented ' the tuna industry should submit a 
concrete detailed proposal. 

As far as the joint use of the large Japa 
nese fishing company! s base at Monrovia i s 
concerned, the firm reportedly has no objec 
tion to other Japanese fishing firms utilizing 
its fishing base, which is expected to be com
p1eted in mid-1962. This base, which is be 
ing jointly financed by the large Japanese 
firm and the Nigerian Government, will have 
a 2,000-ton capacity cold-storage plant. (Sui 
san Keizai Shimbun, November 22, 1961. ) 

STUDIES ON DISCOVERING" GREEN MEA Til 
TUNA ABOARD THE VESSEL: 

The Japanese have been studying means 
of determining aboard the vessel what type 
of tuna will show up as II green meat" tuna 
after it is processed for canning. 

For yellowfin, the studies reveal that it i s 
impossible to tell whether green meat is re 
lated to the color of meat before processing 
aboard the vessel. Fish weighing 66 - 88 pounds 
were found to be free from the occurrence of 
green tuna. There was no conne ction between 
occurrence of green tuna and area of capture 
for that size fish. Fish weighing more than 
111 pounds and some of that size caught in the 
Caribbean Sea were found to include fi s h with 
green meat. Whether or not the tuna proc 
essed for canning is fresh or froze n doe s not 
seem to make any difference as far a s the oc 
currence of green meat is concerned. 

For albacore, generally speaking, f ish 
weighing around 44 pounds were fre e from 
green tuna but t hat was not true of the small 
er fish. No green meat developed in the a lba
core caught in the Caribbean Sea, but unless 
handled properly it was learned that dark 
color ed meat might develop . Fish caught 
near 40° north a nd south latitudes were quite 
variabl e in qualit y a nd color. 

Generally speaking, green meat developed 
in big-eyed tuna . F or Austra lian tuna, most 
m edium fis h developed a mea t of dark color , 
but since the quantity s tudied was small it 
was difficult t o draw any c onclusions. (Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, December 6, 1961.) 
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CANNED TUNA PACK, 1960: 
Of the almost 6.0 million standard cases 

of tuna products canned in Japan, almost 3.3 
. ~~illion cases were tuna canned in brine or 
i b il, and the balance was specialty tuna prod-

Japanese Pack of Canned Tuna, 1960 

Product 

[runa (other than skipjack) in brine • 
II II " II in oil. .. 

~kipjack in brine. • ••• 
II in oil ..••.•. • .•. 

Total in brine or oil •• • •• • • 
Tuna (other than skipjack), seasoned • •• • 

Std. Cases 
(48 7 -oz. Canst 

1,643,188 
4 10 991 
473 , 501 
761 375 

3 289 055 
378,223 

lower than tho s e fo r the same period ill 1960. 
The decline wa s general among mo t of th 
important produ cts, including canned tuna. 
crab meat , mackerel - pike, sardines, an 
salmon . 

* * * * * 
CANNED MACKERE L EXPORTS ·L D 
SUPPLY, APRIL-NOVEMBER 1961: 

A total of 612 , 000 cas es of cann d Jack 
macke rel (actual numbe r of cases ) were ap
proved for export b e tween April and Novem
ber 1961, according t o da t a compiled by the 

1 " II II II "flake . • 1,137,109 
43,311 
34,635 
55 , 544 
60 , 892 
39 , 466 
65,440 
18 872 

I
, " " " "cooked with vegetables 

" " " "in jelly •.••••• 
" II " II in seasoning . .. . 

, 

II II " II in tomato sauce . 
II " II II stewed. . 
" " " " cooked with curry •• 
" " " "cooked with so sauce 

Tuna other products · · · · · · · · Skipjack, seasoned · · · · · · · " " flake · · · , , · " in jelly . . · · · · · · · · · " broiled . · · · · · · · " cooked with vegetables. · · · · · " in tomato sauce · · · · · · · " other fonns · · · · Total specialty products · · · Grand Total . · · · · · · · · · 

1 342 
175 , 595 
360, 168 
42,302 

2 
203,558 

15 
49 116 

2 665 590 
5 954 645 

ucts. Of the almost 3.3 million cases packed 
i n brine or oil, 2.1 million cases were packed 
In brine and almost 1.2 million cases pa cke d 
i n oil. 

Fig. 1 - Miyako, lwate Prefecture, considered japan's leadlDg 
mac kerel port. H ere the boats, flying colorful pennan1..S, are as
sembled ready fo r the opening of the new mackerel season, gen
erally in September . 

ate: See Commercial Fisheries Review , December 1961 p. 73. Japa n E xport Canned Jack Mackerel Pro
ducers Association. Exports to Singapore 

E XPORTS OF CANNED FISHERY 
P RODUCTS, JANUARY-JUNE 1961: 

Exports of canned fishery products during 
t he first six months of 1961 were somewhat 

a nd West Africa made up over two-thirds of 
the t ot al exports . Supply of canned pck mack
er el as of November 25 totaled slightly over 
93, 000 actual cases . (Suisan Tsushin, De
cem b er 1, 1961.) 

Japanese Canned Fishery Products Exports, January -June 1961 and 1960 

Jan. -June 1961 Jan. -June 1960 

Product To U.S. To Canada Other Countries Total Total 

••••••••••••.•.•...• (Actual Cases) •••• • • . • • . ..• • .•... 

Crab meat.. .• ••••.... 
Tuna: 
~ oil.' ..•..........••.. 

brme .••.••••••••••.. 
other tvPeS • • • • 

Mackerel-pike •• , • • ••••••• 
Sardine •.•.•. , ••••••.•.• 
Horse-mackerel. •• , •••.••• 
almon, trout, • , •• •••.. ••• 

Other fish ••••••••••••..• 
hellfish •••• , ••••••••. , . 

Other aquatic products, •••..•• 

Total ....•...•.•.•.•.. 

44.183 

997,308 

6,513 
350 
45 

12,961 
3,266 

160,840 
2,751 

1,228,217 

1550 

105,178 

4 683 
80 

111 
313 

33,045 
113 

145,073 

62,336 

550,346 

74352 
114,698 
121,053 
293,416 
283,277 
250,580 

36 ,046 
1,341 

1, 787,445 

108,069 

655,524 
997,308 
79035 

121.291 
121. 3 
29 461 
296,349 
254.159 
22 ,931 

4,205 

3,160, ,35 

127490 

7ll, 14 
1,0"...),00 

i n,S7? 
647.034 
385, 54 

56, 
453, 5 

,1 
88, ,4 
2, 3 

3, ,53 
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Table 1 - Japanese Exports of Canned 
Jack Mackerel , April-November 1961 

Destination No . Cases 

SiD.gapore . . 237,068 
West Africa · . · . 178,875 
Indo-China · 36,265 
C eylon · . . · 34,802 
New Guinea . · . · . · 20,309 
Borneo . . . · . 20, 148 
M iddle East · . . 11,506 
Hong Kong · · . · 8,956 
Other ••• . . . . · . 64 160 

Total . · . · . . · · 612 089 

Fig. 2 - Aboard a Japanese mackerel fishing vessel fishermen are 
packing the fish in baskets for stowing in the hold. 

Table 2 - Japanese Exports and Supply of 
Canned Jack Mackerel 

Japanese Equivalent No. Cases 1~'o. Cases 
Can U.S. Exported on Hand 
Size Can Size 4/1-11 /25) (As of Nov. 25) 

In tomato sauce: 
-No.1 ova-l-- I-lb. oval 48's 107,746.5 10,928.5 

No.3 oval t -lb. oval 96's 98,469 2,109 
No.1 small 5-oz. talll00,s 268,441 29,206.5 
No.4 I-lb. tall 48's 57,478 19,639.5 
No.6 7,326.5 25.5 

Natural: 
No.3 oval t -lb. oval 96 's 1,423.5 2,964 
No.2 flat 8-oz. obl ong 48'f ° 69 
No.1 small 5-oz. tall 100's 34,745 22,143 
No.4 I-lb. tall 48's 36,459 6,722 

Total 612,088.5 93,807 

SARDINE INDUSTRY: 
Japan's fishery for "Iwashi" (sardine, anchovy, and pil

chard) is conducted practically the year-round for one or 
another of those species of fish. 

The canning season for sardines is from August to October; 
anchovies, January to March; pilchards from April to July fol 
lowed by a second season from October to December. 

The annual case pack of sardines for the past five years is: 
1956 - 6,000; 1957 - 9,000; 1958 - 12,000; 1959 - 45,000; 1960 -
18,000 cases . The drop in pack from 1959 to 1960 was caused 
by the short supply of fish in waters off the coast of Japan. The 
pack of sardines in 1961 totaled 50,000 c ases. 

Sardines, which include small pilchards, are packed in cot
tonseed oil in ding1ey or quarter cans . They are marketed for 
domestic use only. The only exports, during the last five years 
occurred in 1956 when 1,000 cases were shipped to Hong Kong. 

The 1961 "Iwashi" pack other than those packed in dingtey 
cans was made up of large pilchardS and anchovies packed in 
tomato sauce. Pilchard production totaled 622,300 cases of 
which 240,000 cases were packed in 15-ounce ovals (48 c ans 
per case); 220,000 cases in 7t -ounce ovals (96 cans per c ase); 
147,000 cases in 5- ounce flats (100 cans per c ase) ; 7,500 cases 
in 15-ounce talls (48 cans per case); and 7,800 cases in 8 - ounce 
oblongs (96 cans per case). The entire pack of anchovies which 
amounted to 4,500 cases was packed in 7t - ounce ovals (96 cans 
per case). 

The number of cases of sardines that Japan could have pro
duced annually for the past five years under full-scale activi 
ties is estimated at 1,000,000. This estimate is based on two 
important factors: (1) that the fish would have been in plenti
ful supply; and (2) that a strong market demand would have 
existed for the canned product. 

The Japan Canned Sardine Cannery Association states that 
there are approximately 100 plants in Japan canning sardines. 
The average wage per worker per month is dependent on the 
size of the plant in which employed. In small plants (less than 
30 employees) the average wage per month is US$30. In medi
um size plants (30 to 99 employees) the average wage per 
month is $27. In large plants (100 to 150 empl oyees) $25 a 
month. 

In 1961 ex- vessel prices averaged $69 per metric ton for 
pilchards and $52 per metric ton for anchovies. 

The number of sardines packed in dingley- type cans is 14 
to 15. No packs of 4 to 5 or 6 to 8 count fish are made. 
Prices as of mid -December 1961 were: sardines (dingley 
cans, 100 cans per case, key or keyless) f. o .b. Japan $35. 
(United States Embassy, Tokyo, Decembr 12, 1961.) 

CANNED SARDINE EXPORTS: 
Japan's sardine exports for April 1, 1961, 

to August 31, 1961, totaled 270,520 cases . 
These consisted of 268,340 cases of pilchards 
and 2,180 cases of anchovies. Both species 
were packed in tomato sauce: pilchards 
packed in 15-ounce and 7i-ounce ovals, 5-
ounce flats, 15-ounce taIls, and 8 -ounce ob 
longs; and anchovies packed in 7i-ounce ovals . 

Shipments to the Philippines totaled 11 7,834 
cases or 43.6 percent of the total exports . Ex 
ports (in number of cases) to other areas 
were: Belgium, 41,432; other Europeancoun
tries 4,076; Middle and Near East, 1,339; 
West Mrica, 42,097 ; other Mrican countries , 
5; Ceylon, 50; Burma, 15,987; Singapore and 
Malaya, 5,166; Hong Kong, 5,279; Indones ia, 
13,674; Central and South America, 11,141; 
other countries 12,440. 

During the Japanese fiscal year of 1960 
(April 1, 1960-March 31, 1961), 463,561 cases 
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of canned sardines were exported, of which 
462,613 cases were pilchards and 948 cases 
were anchovies. A total of 285,059 cases or 
61.5 percent were consigned to the Philip
pines and 178,502 cases to the other coun
tries mentioned in preceding pargraph. 

There were no exports of pilchards or 
anchovies to the United States in 1960 or 
1961. (United States Embassy, Tokyo, De
cember 26, 1961.) 

,~*,~** 

CANNING OPERATIONS OF LARGE 
FISHING COMPANIES EXPAND THROUGH 
TIE-UPS WITH SMALL PACKERS: 

The large Japanese fishing firms are re
portedly pushing forward plans to tie up with 
medium and small packing companies having 
daily production capacities of between 500 
and 1,500 cases. They would supply the small 
packers with raw material on a year-round 
basis, which would be packed under their own 
brands and sold through their extensive sales 
network. This arrangement, which amounts 
to packing on a commission basis, would per
mit major fishing companies to increase the 
variety of canned food packed under their own 
labels, reduce brand competition, and estab
lish new sales channels and markets for their 
products. 

Consignment of production poses the prob
lem of pack uniformity and quality control. 
This reportedly is not a problem at the pres
ent time since the production of one kind of 
product is consigned to only one packer. 

Annual domestic consumption of all types 
of canned food in Japan has risen rapidly in 
recent years, from 10 million cases in 1955 
to 30 million cases in 1957, 40 million cases 
in 1959, and 50 million cases in 1961. De
spite this increase in canned food consump
tion, the small Japanese packing companies 
have not fared too well due to increased pro
duction cost, the seasonal nature of their op
erations, lack of sales outlet, and inability 
~o conduct market research. The large fish
mg companies have now stepped into this 
picture, providing financial assistance in 
some cases, and have made arrangements 
with these small packers for them to pack on 
a consignment basis, making it possible for 
these small packers to operate on a year
round basis. This trend, which developed 

two years ago, is reported to have greatly 
accelerated in 1961. (Nippon Suisan Shimbun, 
November 24, 1961.) 

* * :!< * * 
TRA WLING OPERATIONS 
OFF WEST AFRICA: 

A Japanese fishing company plans to op
erate a trawler of 1,500 tons gross in the 
Atlantic Ocean off the coast of West Africa 
from September 1962 to March 1965. This 
trawler, which is being constructed to re
place the company's No.1 Seiju Maru (600 
gross tons), presently operating in the Atlan
tic Ocean, is scheduled to be dispatched to 
the Atlantic Ocean after its completion in 
May 1962. Las Palmas, Canary Island; Genoa 
and Livornb in Italy; and Gibraltar have been 
tentatively designated as ports where this 
trawler can land its catches. (Shin Suisan 
Shimbun Sokuho, November 16, 1961.) 

Translator's Note: Of the four ports men
tioned above, Genoa has a cold-storage plant 
of 3,OOO-ton capacity, and Livorno and Las 
Palmas each have cold-storage plants of 
2, OOO-ton capacity. 

PLAN TO SURVEY 
EAST AFRICA FISHERIES: 

The Japanese Overseas Fisheries Cooper
ative Society intends to carry out a fishery 
investigation in Kenya, Uganda, Tanganyika, 
and Zanzibar. The aim is to study the possi
bility of joint commercial fishery enterprises. 
A team of six members will spend about 40 
days in those countries with expenses paid, 
in part, by the Japanese Government. (Fish
eries Economic News. October 6, 1961; Sui
san Tsushin, October 7, 1961; Suisan KeIZal 
Shlmbun, November 9, 1961.) 

* * * * * 
FISHERIES AGENCY PERMITS TRAWLING 
SOUTH OF ALASKA PENINSULA: 

On December 22, 1961, the Japanese Fish
eries Agency informally notified two large 
Japanese fishing companies of its intention 
of letting them operate trawl fleets south of 
the Alaska Peninsula this winter (principally 
during January, February, and March), ac
cording to Suisan Keizai Shimbun, December 
23. The Agency had earlier indicated that it 
would likely permit the two companies to op
erate trawl fleets in the eastern Bering Sea 
this winter, and one of the firms had gone 
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ahead and readied the fleet consisting of the 
mothership Chichibu Maru (5,500 gross tons) 
and six 250-ton trawlers. All of the trawlers 
are fitted with steam pipes around the hull to 
de-ice it during winter operations. Accord
ing to Hokkai Suisan of .December 25, this 
mothership fleet was expected to depart Hako
date, Hokkaido, on December 28 and remain 
on the fishing grounds until March 1962. It 
was expected to operate in the eastern Bering 
Sea and in the North Pacific Ocean south of 
the Aleutian Islands and the Alaska Peninsula. 
At the invitation of the Japanese Government, 
aU. S. Bureau of Commercial Fisheries biol
ogist is accompanying the fleet to observe 
operations and to make scientific studies. 

Typical Japanese trawler fishing for bottom fish in the Bering Sea 
and the North Pacific. 

The other fishing company was reported 
to be planning on sending in February 1962 
the freezership Eiyo Maru (3,000 gross tons) 
to the eastern Bering Sea accompanied by 
one 1,500-ton trawler and two 250-ton trawl
ers, according to Suisan Tsushin, December 
21. It is authorized to fish in the North Pa
cific Ocean west of 1450 W. longitude and 
north of 500 N. latitude. A Canadian biolo
gist was expected to accompany this fleet. 

The Suisan Keizai Shimbun states that the 
following restrictions are being placed on 
the winter trawling operations: 

(1) Only mothership-type operations will 
be permitted. Motherships must be over 
3,000 gross tons. 

(2) Use of large trawlers will be prohibited. 

(3) Halibut, salmon, king crab, and young 
herring must not be taken. Catch of salmon 
and halibut is prohibited east of 1750 W. 

longitude. Fishing for king crab is pro
hibited. When any of these species are in
cidentally caught, they are to be released 
immediately . Herring under 21 centimeters 
(8.3 inches) fork length shall not exceed 10 
percent of total herring catch per trip. 

(4) Long-line gear will be prohibited so as 
to prevent the taking of halibut. 

(5) Operations in the Bering Sea and south 
of the Alaska Peninsula will be restricted to 
the waters east of 1700 E. longitude. Area 
includes Bering Sea and waters of North Pa
cific west of 1450 W. longitude and north of 
50 0 N. latitude, exclusive of area of Tokai 
Maru crab operations north of Alaska penin
sula. 

The Japanese Government has informed 
the United States Government that these op
erations are experimental in nature. In ad 
dition, the Japanese Government has assured 
the United States that any salmon or halibut 
caught will be returned to the sea; and that 
Japanese Government inspectors accompany
ing the fleets will require them to move out 
of areas in which salmon or halibut are found 
intermingled with other species of fish. 

NEW FREEZER F ACTORYSHIP FOR 
EASTERN BERING SEA 
BOTTOMFISH FISHERY: 

The newly-constructed freezer factory 
ship Chichibu Maru (5,500 gross tons) was 
delivered to a Japanese fishing company at 
Kobe on December 13, 1961. This factory 
ship was scheduled to depart for the eastern 
Bering Sea from Hakodate around December 
28, and was to be accompanied by six new 250 
ton trawlers. Chichibu Maru t s specifications 
are as follows: total length, 133.2 meters 
(436.9 feet); beam, 18 meters (59 feet); draft, 
7 meters (23ffeet); gross tonnage, 5,500 met
ric tons; cruiSing s pe ed, 13.5 knots; maxi
mum speed, 15.8 knots; and freezing capacity 
185 metric tons per day. 

The Bering Sea forerunner of the fleet 
sailed on November 10, 1961, from its base 
at Kurihama near Yokosuka for the fishing 
grounds around the Pribilof Islands . The 
next vessel sailed on November 11. The 
forerunner that served as scout for the main 
fleet was the No. 50 Akebono Maru (1 ,500 -
ton trawler). --



February 1962 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 81 

Japan (Contd.): 

Apart from the main fleet, the No. 50 
Akebono Maru was expected to engage in 
general exploratory work and trawling op
erations around the Pribilofs for some 50 
days, and return to Japan late in January 
with an expected cargo of about 900 metric 
tons of pollock, rockfish, and cod. (Suisan 
Keizai Shimbun, December 14, 1961, and 
other periodicals.) 

BERING SEA BOTTOMFISH 
FISHERY DEVELOPMENTS: 

Eleven Japanese fishing firms which op 
erated bottomfish fishing fleets in the Bering 
Sea in 1961 have formally formed the North
ern Waters Bottom Fish Mothership Associ 
ation. 

Fig. 1 - Washing silt and dirt from catch aboard a Japanese bot
tomfish fishery factoryship operating in the Bering Sea. Man 
at right is pushing fish onto conveyor belt leading into cleaning 
and washing compartment. 

The Bottom Fish Association will pri
marily serve in a liaison capacity and submit 
petitions to the Government on matters re-
1ating to the Northern Waters bottomfishfish
ery which the Association considers to be of 
mutual interest to its members. 

In early December 1961 , the Japanese 
Fishery Agency submitted a request to the 
Association that it voluntarily reduce by 30 
percent in 1962 the numbers of fleets en
gaged in bottomfish fishing in the Bering Sea. 
In 1961 a total of 33 fleets operated. It was 
suggested to the industry that the fishing 
companies operating more than two fleets 
cut down their fleets to their 1960 level of 

operations and that the remaining companies 
not increase their operations beyond their 
1961 level. Up to 1960, bottomfish fishing in 
the Bering Sea was carried out by 12 fleets --
5 fish meal factoryships, 4 fleets in' the Olyn
torsk area, and 3 flounder fishing fleets. 

Fig. 2 - Cleaning and packing compartment aboard a Japanese 
bottomfish factoryship in the Bering Sea. 

The Association recognizes the necessity 
of reducing the number of fleets operating in 
the Bering Sea. It was suggested that the 
1962 operations be limited to 24 fleets, a re
duction of 9 fleets, but the Association mem
bers have not yet been able to agree on how 
to effect this reduction, and apparently have 
requested the Agency's assistance. The 
Agency was expected to announce its decision 
in early January 1962. (Suisan Keizai Shim
bun, December 9 & 19, 1961; Nippon Suisan 
'S1ilmbun, November 29, 1961.) 

SABLEFISH FISHING IN BERING SEA: 
Japanese fishing for sablefish or silver 

cod in northern seas to supplement poor hali
but fishing the latter part of 1961 yie lded a 
catch of 2 , 600 metric tons--more than ex
pected. Some 250 tons were expected to be 
exported to the United States. 

The export was tried for the first time in 
1961 and exporting companies have made 
strenuous efforts to develop a market. Con
tracts for more than half the amount ear
marked for export to the United States had 
been Signed as of mid - November 1961. 

The two companies exporting the fish have 
had difficulties in obtaining 7 -8 pound fish in-
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dividually frozen--the type needed for export. 
Most of the sablefish in northern waters, 
however, weigh 3 -6 pounds each. Indi vidual
ly freezing fish aboard a Japanese mother
ship is not adaptable to the processing and 
preservation methods used. While one of the 
Japanese firms contracted to furnish fish 
weighing more than 5 pounds each in blocks 
of 27 pounds, the other of the two firms de
cided on individually freezing all its fish 
weighing 5 pounds each in anticipation of fu
ture sales. For both companies, sablefish 
exports are on a trial basis. 

As the sablefish are used for smoking, 
the large oily fish are preferred. Fish suit
able for export made up only 10 percent of 
the entire catch of sablefish. 

The firm selling the blocks reports the 
price as 22 cents a pound c.&f. for fish more 
than 5 pounds each. The other firm I s price 
for individually-frozen fish is 20-24 cents a 
pound. In addition to the two firms that are 
exporting fish frozen aboard their mother
ships , a third Japanese firm was planning to 
export to the United States about 100 tons of 
sablefish landed in Japan. A fourth firm was 
reported to have stopped exports of sablefish. 
(Suisan Keizai Shimbun, November 18, 1961.) 

,~**** 

BERING SEA HERRING 
CATCH LIMIT CONTEMPLATED: 

Some members of the Northern Waters 
Bottom Fish Mothership Association, com
posed of the 11 companies which operated 
fleets for bottomfish fishing in the Bering 
Sea in 1961, are reported to favor the estab-

lishment of catch restrictions for herring in 
1962 in that area. Catch of herring in the 
Bering Sea in 1961 was far above expecta 
tions, totaling 72,260 metric tons, with 55,000 
metric tons frozen. Supply thus far has far 
exceeded demand and, as of November 20, 
1961, members of the Association are re 
ported to have a total of 19,670 metric tons 
of frozen herring in stock, and the herring 
market is described as soft. 

Opinions are being expressed that the 
catch of herring in the Bering Sea should be 
limited to 35,000 to 40,000 metric tons in 
1962 and that the Fisheries Agency may pos
sibly set a herring catch limit, in addition 
to placing a restriction on the number of 
fleets which will be permitted to operate in 
the Bering Sea in 1962. (Suisan Tsushin, De
cember 16, 1961.) 

BRISTOL BAY KING CRAB OPERATIONS: 
The Japanese Fishery Agency announced 

that it will permit two king crab factoryships 
to operate in Bristol Bay in 1962, instead of 
one as in years past. Two fishing firms will 
be allowed to operate one factoryship and two 
other firms the second factoryship. The pro
duction quota for these two fleets will be 
60,000 cases and 70,000 cases of canned c rab 
meat, respectively. Previously, the Japanese 
operated only one king crab factoryship (To 
kei Maru) - -operated jointly by three fishing 
companies. Tokei MaruI s production quot a 
in 1961 was 80,000 cases of canned crab 
meat. 

Two large Japanese fishing companies , 
. which have been authorized by the Fisheries 
Agency to jointly operate one king crab fac-

Fig. 1 - Tokei Maru, Japanese king crab factoryship operated jointly by three fishing companies in 1961 in Bristol Bay. 
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toryship in Bristol Bay in the spring of 1962 
(production quota --7?, 000. cases), are .re~ 
ported to be negotiatIng WIth another flshmg 
company to purchase that company's king 
crab factoryship, Shiraneyama Maru (5,700 
gross tons). The company selling the Shi
raneyama Maru plans to replace it with th~ 
freighter Seiyo Maru (6,000 gross tons) WhICh 
it would convert for king crab fishing in the 
Sea of Okhotsk. The Seiyo Maru is presently 
employed in transporting fish meal. 

Fig. 2 - A net load of crabs being hauled aboard a Japanese 
crab fishing vessel. 

The other two fishing companies author
ized to operate in Bristol Bay are planning 
to jointly operate the king-crab factoryship 
Tokei Maru in Bristol Bay in 1962. These 
two companies have been allocated a quota 
of 60,000 cases of king crab. 

Fig. 3 - A large catch of crabs on the deck of a Japanese king 
crab mothership. 

Separate from the factoryships, one Japa
nese fishing company will be permitted to 
continue operating the king crab freezership 
Shinyo Maru (5,630 gross tons) with a new 
catch quota of 300 metric tons. This repre
sents an increase in the catch quota of 100 
metric tons over that previously allocated to 
the company operating the freezership. 

The Fishery Agency has not yet clarified 
its intentions regarding 1962 fall king crab 
fishing. However, fall king crab fishing is 
expected to be curtailed to some extent due 
to increases in catch and production quotas 
granted for the 1962 spring king crab opera
tions. In the fall of 1961, the Agency permit
ted three 1, 500-ton freezerships with a total 
catch target of 700 metric tons to operate in 
the eastern Bering Sea. In 1962, the Agency 
is expected to reduce the fall king crab catch 
quota by 300 tons to a total of 400 tons. (Sui
san Keizai Shimbun, December 22, 1961.) 

FISH MEAL INDUSTRY STUDY PLANNED: 
Reports indicate that the Japanese Fish 

eries Agency has decided to undertake a study 
of the Japanese fish meal industry to be com
pleted b y March 1962. This decision appears 
to have been made following continued in
crea ses in the export price of Peruvian fish 
mea l, of which Japan imports close to 30,000 
metric tons annually. 

Japan imported 28,700 metric tons of Pe
ruvian fish meal in FY 1960 (April 1, 1960-
March 31, 1961). As of mid-November 1961, 
Japan has already imported 15,000 metr:ic 
tons of Peruvian fish meal, and, dependmg 
on domestic production in the fall of 1961, it 
was possible that another 5~000 to~s wo.uld .be 
imported at $120 per ton c.l.f. ThIS pnce IS 
about the same as that of domestic fish meal. 
The Fisheries Agency believes that it would 
be to Japan's advantage to increas~ its. do~ 
mestic production of fish meal, which IS hlg?
er in quality than the Peruvian product. (SUl
san Keizai Shimbun, November 16, 1961.) 

FISH MEAL F ACTORYSHIP 
PRODUCTION OFF ANGOLA: 

The Japanese fish meal factoryship Ren
shin Maru, 14,094 gross tons , operated by a 
Japanese fishery firm which commenced op
erations off the Angolan coast on December 
1, 1961, was reported to be producing a little 
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oVt..r 100 metric tons of fish meal per day as 
of mid-December 1961. Under arrangements 
worked out between Angola and Japan, Ango
lan fishermen deliver their sardine catches 
to the Japanese factoryship. These deliveries 
were running 500 to 600 metric tons per day. 

The Renshin Maru was scheduled to re
main on the fishing grounds off Angola until 
early February 1962, b y which time she 
hoped to produce 7,300 metric tons of fish 
meal, of which 2,300 metric tons were to be 
turned over to Angola. 

The two Japanese 120-ton trawlers, Koshin 
Maru, Nos. 1:.. and~, assigned to the Renshin 
Maru, conducted exploratory fishing off An
gola. Reportedly, the two vessels have taken 
large quantities of sea bream and squid but 
very little shrimp. (Suisan Tsushin, Decem
ber 15, 1961, and miscellaneous publlcatlOns.) 
Note : See Commercial Fisheries Review, January 1962 p. 

November 1961 p. 56 , October 1961 p. 67. 

OCTOPUS LANDINGS: 
Japan's landings of octopus in 1960 totaled 

57 , 601 metric tons. L.andings January-Au
gust 1961 amounted to 34, 081 metric tons. 
The 1960 average f.o.b. price for frozen octo
pus was 9.8 U.S. cents a pound. Average 
mont hly f.o.b. prices for 1961 per pound: 
January, 10.2¢ ; February, 9.1¢; March, 11.0¢; 
April, 12.6¢; May , 11.2¢; June, 11.8¢; July, 
18.8¢; August, 15.4¢. 

Liberia 

JAPANESE-ITALIAN FISH 
PLANT FOR LIBERIA: 

A joint Japanese-Italian company has com
pleted plans for a $400,000 fish processing 
and freezing plant with a daily freezing ca
pacity of 20 tons and storage capacity of 
2 , 000 tons. Bids will be invited shortly for 
construction along the north breakwater of 
the Free Port of Monrovia. Completion is 
expected by mid-1963. (United States Em
bassy, Monrovia, October 27, 1961.) 

Malagasy Republic 

EXPLORATORY F'ISHI:\J }i OR TU A: 
In July, August, and October 1961 the ~

ran Atha, research vessel of" Centre d'Oce 
anographie et des Peches" (Cr nter of Oceano
graphy and Fisheries of _ ossi - Be salled to 
the Majunga region (off the northwest coast of 
Malagasy) to test tuna fishing with Japanese 
long-lines in the Mozambique channel. These 
studies undertaken by the" Centre" at Tossi
Be for several years are carried out under 

Fig. 1 - Maran Atha, research vessel of Centre d'Oceanograpbie 
et des Peches. Used Japanese long-lines to explore for tuna off 
northwest coast of Malagasy. 
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Fig. 2 - Two species of tuna caught by the research vessel Maran 
AthOl with Japanese long lines. --

the aegis of the 11 Office de la Recherche Scien
tifique et Technique d I Outre - Mer" (Office of 
Overseas Scientific and Technical Research. 

Tests first were carried out with trial gear 
in order to be able to assess the results im
mediately. A long line 4 kilometers (2.5 miles) 
long was used; it had 160 hooks. The line was 
hauled on board manually. The long line was 
anchored as close to the port as possible, i.e. 
somewhat beyond the continental shelf, about 
50 km. (31 miles) from the shore. 

FIg. 3 - Thresher shark (AlOPlas rcJaglcus) caught by 
the ~ Ath 'Ith long 1m s. 

The a v r ag daily catch not d t 25 p 
tions of th lo ng line was 215 k . ( 73 P n ) 
of tuna and 250 kg . (550 pound ) 0 h rk . Th 
maximum yi ld of tuna at on pomt of th f h 
ing line wa s 4 91 kg. (1,080 pounds), th mlm
mum yield 47 kg . (103 pound ). 

In the region of Tossi - ,th 11 ntr" 
has been setting up long lin s r gularl Inc. 
August 191) O. Explora tor hs hmg b b t f 
6, 10, and 14 m ters (20, 33, and G f t) 
chieved yields s imila r to thos' obs rv d t 
Majunga. Thus , it i s vldent that for futur 
commercial utilization, tuna is avallabl all 
year round in the offshor wat rs of Mal g 

Fig . 4 - Mako shark ~oxyrhy 
Maran AthOl with long n • 

The 
continu 
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If the results are conclusive, a fishery co
operative could be established as a pilot op
eration. A long line of 7.5 to 9 .3 miles will 
be fished daily and the average daily catch is 
expected to be 1,100 pounds of tuna. The 
tuna would be canned and the sharks reduced 
to fish meal. 

--A. Crosnier and P. Fourmanoir 

Malaya 

FIRM HOPES TO EXPORT CANNED 
TUNA TO UNITED STATES: 

A joint Malayan-Japane se tuna canning 
flrm established by Japan two years ago at 
Penang, Malaya, is reported to have infor
mally sought the Japanese Fisheries Agency 's 
approval to pack tuna in brine for export to 
the United States. The company presently 
packs only canned tuna in oil for export to 
Europe. 

The Japan Export Canned T una Producers 
Association violently opposed the establish 
ment of the Malayan company because it 
feared that the company would eventually be 
gin to pack tuna for export to the United 
States. '::'he Canned Tuna Association can 
be expected to oppose any such move on the 
part of the l\Ialayan firm, which claims that 
the report is unfounded. (Suisan Tsushin, 
.Tovember 15 .. 1961.) 

Mexico 

FISHERY ADVISORY 
C O:!VIl\IISS ION CREATED: 

A fishery advisory commission was es 
tablished in Mexico by Presidential Decree 
(Diario Oficial, December 16, 1961) and, ac 
cording to press reports, Ex- President Abe 
lardo Rodriguez has been appointed president 
of the commission. 

The duties of the ational Fishery Con
sultative Commission (Comision acional 
Consultiva de Pesca) are strictly advisory 
a.nd all administrative actions pertaining to 
flsheries remain with the l\Iinistry of Indus
try and Commerce . ' 

The Commission consists of nine members: 
a president appointed b y the President of Mex
ico, a Vice-President who shall be the Direc 
tor of Fisheries, and one representative each 
from the Ministry of Marine, the Ministry of 
Treasury and Public Credit, the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Livestock, the National Bank 
for Cooperative Development, the National 
Company for Popular Subsistence, the Nation
al Storage Warehouses , and the Bank for 
Small Commerce. 

.; .. ~ . ~~*"~~t~~l4~ ___ . ".iI 

f This fresh - wat er fish farm, near Mexico City, is one of the num 
erous projects carried out by the Government to mcrease food 
production . 

Although the Law of Ministries delegates 
to the ::\Iinistr:y of Industry and Commerce 
all matters pertaining to fisheries, during the 
course of time eight other government agen-

I cies have become involved in fisheries in one 
way or another . A representative of each of 
these agencies (with the exception of the Min 
istry of Hidraulic Resources which operates 
several fresh -water fish hatcheries) has been 
placed on the Commission . One of the prin -

I 
cipal functions of the Commission will be to 
c?ordi~ate the activity of the various agen
Cles wlth respect to fisheries . The Commis 

I sion will also advise on ways and means of 
I increasing and improving the fisheries and 
fishing industry of Mexico . (United States 
Embassy, lexico, December 20, 1961 .) 

Morocco 

SARDI E PRODUCTIO A JD MARKETI G: 
Morocco's sardine canning season legally 

starts on June 1 and ends l\lay 31 . 

Annual pack of 3t - to 4-0 u n c e dina-ley-
/:> • 

t ype flat cans, also k now n as qua r t e r 
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flats!.!, in 100-can cases fluctuated from 
2,300,000 cases in 1956/57, to 1,800,000 cases 
in 1957/58,1,300,000 c ases in 1958/59, to 
1,900,000 cases in 195 9/ 60 a nd 2,350,000 
cases in 1960/61. 

The pack in 1960/61 consisted of all pil
chards, packed principally in olive oil, pea
nut oil, soybean oil, and tomato sauce. 

Out of total exports of 1, 984,572 cases of 
pilchards in 1960/61, France received6 91,500 
cases, Germany 166 ,20 0 cases, Italy 124,000 
cases, Ghana 106,700 ca ses, U.S.S.R. 78,600 
cases, and Czechoslovakia 68 , 500 cases. 

Morocco 1s pack June 1, 1961, to May 31, 
1962, is expected to amount to 2, 350, 000 
cases. 

In Morocco there are 44 sardine-canning 
plants. The avera ge wage paid to cannery 
workers is: women 15.5 U. S. cents per hour, 
men 17.5 cents per hour. Fishermen are 
paid about US$77 a metric ton for the fish ex
vessel. The supply of raw fish available to 
the canners has been variable. 

Prices to the canners are fixed b y the ex
port association and approved by the Govern
ment. Mandatory Government inspection as 
to quality of fish and pack is under the juris
diction of the Office Cherifien d 1 Exportation, 
a Government agency . (United States Consu
late, Casablanca, November 28, 1961.) 
l iThe cans are about 4 inches long, 3 inches wide , and t inch 

deep. 

CANNED FISH EXPORT TRENDS: 
During the first four months (June-Septem

ber 1961) of the 1961/1962 packing season, 
exports of canned fish rose to 1, 053,531 cases 
as compared to 829,265 cases the previous 
year. Exports by product were: s a r din e s 
823,393 cas e s, tuna 74,795 cas e s, others 
150,343 cases. 

Sharp competition has been encountered 
in foreign markets (except France with a 
d,uty-free contingent of 600,000 cases), par
~lCularly from Portugal which has lowered 
~ts prices. (United States Embassy, Rabat, 
November 30, 1961.) 

New Zealand 

FIRM HOPES TO CAN TUNA: 
A New Zealand firm hopes to import Japa

nese frozen tuna and produce canned tuna, us
ing Japanese canning techniques. The firm, 
located on Cook Island (west -southwest of 
Tahiti Island), wants to convert its fruit can
ning plant at Rarotonga Island (approximate 
location: 20 0 south latitude, 1600 west longi
tude, south of Cook Island) for canning tuna. 
Japanese technicians would be invited to teach 
canning techniques to that company 1s cannery 
staff. For raw material, tuna loins would 
initially be imported from Japan, later whole 
frozen tuna. 

The same company also plans to purchase 
fishing vessels to supply fish to its cannery. 
(Shin Suisan Shimbun Sokuho, November 18, 
1961.) 

Nigeria 

JAPANESE PLAN TO ESTABLISH 
FISHING BASE HELD UP OVER 
FINANCIAL DIFFICULTIES: 

The proposed establishment of a joint Nige
rian- J apanese fishing base at Lagos,Nigeria, 
is reported to be running into financial diffi
culties. The two Japanese firms involved in 
the plan had hoped to finance the project with 
500 million yen (US$1.4 million), which they 
would borrow from the Overseas Economic 
Cooperative Fund, but their plan reportedly 
has bogged down due to the CooperatIve Fund 1 s 
reluctance to grant the necessary funds. One 
'of the Japanese firms is a large fishing com
pany and the other is a refrigeration equip
ment manufacturer. 

The Overseas Economic Cooperative Fund 
as well as the Japanese Government are urg
ing the two firms to increase their invest
ments. However, the two firms , while admit
ting the commercial nature of their plan, feel 
that their venture would contribute to the pro
motion of the Japanese Government 1 s policy 
of adjusting the present one-way export trade 
with Nigeria, normalize diplomatic relations 
with that country and, at the same time, would 
contribute to the development of Xigeria 1 s fish
ery resources and fishery technology. 

Meanwhile, a large United States fish-can
ning company is said to have indicated to the 



l8 

1 erl.J. (I.. ntd.): 

G I Dl TRY: 
Before 1!"l4 7 1 Torweglan flsherm£'n caught 

some 200 metric tons of bluefin tuna ver 
year with harpoons. In 1948 a fe\\ flsh rmen 
succeeded in catching tuna with purse semes. 
In 1949 landmgs increased to 2,500 tons, 
more than ten tlmes as much as in the past. 
Encouraged by their success, a large number 
of vessel owners went in for purse-seine 
fishing for tuna which yie:ded 11,400 tons in 
1952. 

The Go rnm nt be -
caus it had not b 
wh ther th condltions or orwa IS contmued 
adher nee to th Conv nhon could b fulfIlled . 
Th0se condition::;, formulated in ept mb r 1960, 
ar : (1) that the ~ etherlands r Join the Con
vention; (2) that the ovi t Tmon confirm its 
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acceptance of 20 percent of the total interna
tional whaling quota as its share ; and (3) that, 
within a reasonable time, an agreement be 
reached on distribution of the remaining 80 
percent between Norway, Great Britain, Ja
pan, and the Netherlands. The withdrawal 
notice will be cancelled if and as soon as an 
a greement concerning distribution of the in
t ernational whaling quota is signe d b y the f ive 
whaling nations prio r t o July 1 , 1962. 

The primary ob jective of the Norwegia n 
Government is to attain an arrange m e nt 
whereby the whale stock can b e effective l y 
protected against e xtinction, thus s afegua rd
ing the existence of a viab le wha ling industry . 
This could best b e a chie v e d by concluding a 
quota agreement based on recommendations 
of the whaling conference in L ondon in 1958, 
while mainta ining the Wha ling Conve ntion. 
Towards tha t e nd, Norway is pr epa r e d to 
p articipate in discussions when and whe r e it 
m ight suit the othe r wha ling na tions , a ccor d 
i n g to the J a nuar y 11 , 1962, i s sue of News 

Denmark do, he said, the joint EEC trade 
t a riff would caus e great difficulties. West 
Germany a nd B e - Ne - Lux already have raIsed 
their t a r i ffs on frozen fish fillets . 

The da nger facing Norway, he warned, is 
that the fishing industry in the Common Mar
k et, well prote cted behind high tariff barriers, 
will expa nd and make the EEC area far more 
self-suff i c ient with fish products . And there 
a r e no mar kets to take the place of the EEC 
a rea, he obs erved. (News of Norway, De
c e m ber 14, 196 1. ) 

Peru 

EX POR TS OF MARINE PRODUCTS, 
J ANUARY-SEPT EMBER 1960 - 61: 

E xports of principal marine products by 
P e r u during the first nine months of 1961 
were s ubst a ntially greater than in the same 
period of 1960. Meal and oil exports were 
u p considerably. 

Peruvian Exports of Principal Marine Products 

Julv -SeoL 1961 Jan -Seot. 1961 Jan. -Seot. 1960 
Marine Products Qty, Valuey Qty, Value y Qty, Value y 

Metric Million US$ Metric Million US$ Metric Million US$ 
Tons Soles 1,000 Tons Soles 1.000 Tons Soles 1,000 

Fish meal •••••••••• 6 ••••••• ... 0 •• 187,104 366,3 13,668 548,158 968.2 36,127 f3a3,600 850.2 pO,749 
Fish (frozen, canned, etc.) ........... 12,699 67,2 2,507 28,490 196.2 7,321 24,862 155,6 5,627 
Fish oil ..••••••••••••••••.••••• 21,598 60,8 2,269 76,288 214.7 8,Oll 23,728 67.9 2,456 
Sperm oil ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,851 13, 7 5ll 6,435 24.1 899 9,489 32,4 1,172 
Fertilizer (guano) ••••••••••••••••• 1,432 3,6 134 5,308 14.0 522 9,941 24.5 886 
Whale meal . . . . . . . , . 990 1,3 49 ~097 5.7 213 1, 513 
!IF, o. b. values conve~' ;ed at r ate of 26,8 soles equal US 1 for 1961 and 27,65 soles equal U:;;jjJ. or 1960. 

2,6 94 

!)f Norway of the Nor wegia n informa tion 
:3ervice. 

l~ ISHERIES MINISTER'S VIEWS ON EE C : 
. In the opinion of Norway 's F is her ie s Min
Is ter, the fishing industry will like ly be s eri -

u Sly affected whethe r o r not Nor way de c ides 
. 0 join EEC--the European Economic Com 
munity . In view of this , he t old t he a nnual 
'onvention of the Sunnm<bre F isherme n ' s As
=>,ociation, it is r a t he r b r a sh t o oppos e a ny 
ll1k whatsoeve r with EEC, 

T he Ministe r observed tha t a bout 50 p er
_ent of the fi sh a nd fish products exported by 
~r \Vay now go es t o We st Europ e , If Nor way 

a lls t o Join EEC, while Great Britain and 

CONT ROL OF CANNED TUNA 
SALES T O EUROPE PROPOSED: 

P eruvian canning industry representatives 
met with leading Japanese canned tuna ex
port ers on November 24, 1961, in Tokyo to 
discu ss means of regulating the sale of can
ned tuna and tuna - like fish in oil to Europe. 
T he P eruvian representatives claimed that 
J a panese canned tuna in oil and Peruvian 
canned bonito were competing directly with 
each other for the European market, and that 
this price competition had driven down the 
prices for those products, Japanese export
ers apparently have no intention of having the 
J apanese production of canned tuna for export 
to Europe, a s well as sales, regulated at this 
time, as propos ed by the P eruvian canners, 
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and this meeting is reported to have ended 
without definite agreement. 

The Peruvian representatives later met 
with Japanese canned tuna packers from the 
Shizuoka area. They reportedly requested 
that Japanese canned tuna in oil, which is 
pres ently exported to Europe for around $6 .80 
a case, be sold for $7.00 a case Lo .b. Japan. 
Such a price hike is favored by some Japa
nese packers. However, it is unlikely that 
prices can be raised since the packers are 
not in a position to regulate export prices. 
(Suisan Tsushin, November 25 and December 
6, 1961.) 

Poland 

TRAWLERS FISHING OFF GUINEA: 
Two Polish lugger trawlers late in 1961 

sailed for Guinea to operate with the Polish
Guinean fishing agency. It is anticipated that 
10 additional vessels of this type will go to 
Guinea within a year. 

In October 1960, an agreement was signed 
for the formation of a Polish-Guinean fishing 
company to begin operations in March 1961. 
Poland was to supply trawlers; the Guinean 
Government was to supply a base of opera
tions, with a refrigeration plant, a fish meal 
plant, and warehouses. About 50 Guinean 
specialists and fishermen are to be trained 
in Poland. (The Fishing News, November 10, 
1961. ) 

FISHING PLANS FOR 1962: 
Some details of the plans for Polish com

mercial fishing in 1962 were revealed in a 
report about a session of the Sejm Committee 
on Maritime Economy and Navigation (Try
buna Ludu, December 7, 1961). The fish 
catch in 1962 is supposed to increase to 
139,000 metric tons, six percent higher than 
in 1961. Since this increase is to be achieved 
by fishing in "distant waters," fishing enter
prises are supposed to receive two more 
trawlers equipped for some processing. Out 
of the investments planned for the develop
ment of fishing next year, 44 percent re 
portedly have been allotted for the port of 
Szezecin. 

As a part of t he 1962 plans of the fishing 
industry, a 11 small" improvement is hoped 
for in the supply of fish fo r the dom e stic mar 
ket. It was admitted, however, that present 
motorized refrigeration equipment wa s bare 
ly sufficient for supplying 6,000 t ons of fres h 
sprats to the country's inland markets. To 
improve this situation, the addition of 16 ad
ditional mobile refrigerated units i s pla nned 
during the current five-year plan. 

Portug a l 

RULES FOR ASSURING NORMAL SUPPLY 
OF GELLIDIUM TO AGAR - AGAR IND USTRY: 

Rules designed to assure the P ortuguese 
agar-agar industry a normal supply of gel
lidium seaweeds were established whe n the 
Secretary of State and Commerce issued 
Ministerial Order No. 18796 in the Novem 
ber 3, 1961, issue of Diario do Governo . 

The Order makes it mandatory for gellidi
um pickers to register all the amounts gath 
ered by them with the semi - official R egula 
tory Commission of Chemical and P har m a 
ceutical Products (Comissao Reguladora dos 
Produtos Quimicos e Farmaceuticos) and re 
quires local exporters, when applying for an 
export license, to place at the disposal of the 
local agar-agar industry an unspecified per 
centage of their inventories in order to a s 
sure a year's supply of the qualities of gel
lidium deemed most appropriate to the indu 
try. The legislative measure also clas s ifies 
gellidium into three qualities, depending on 
the gelose content, moisture and impurities , 
and establishes the respective prices effec 
tive until July 1, 1962, at which export e rs 
will have to offer these qualities of gellidium 
to the industry. 

The amounts offered by exporters a nd not 
acquired by the industry 15 days aft er an of 
fer is made, may be freely export ed . (United 
States Embassy, November 21, 196 1.) 

i~J ~ 
Rhodesia and Nyasaland Federation 

L AKE KARIBA F ISHING INDUSTRY : 
By 1964, a minimum a n nual production of 

12,000 metric tons of fish a r e expected to be 
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produced from Lake Kariba (the worldls 
largest man-made lake) in Rhodesia. In 1960, 
.about 1,000 tons of fish were taken. The to
·tal catch will reach 4,000 tons in 1961. Esti
:nates for annual production in 1962 and 1963 
are 8, 000 tons and 9,000 tons, respectively. 

To develop the fishing industry on the 
Lake, several concessions have been granted. 
Two concessions, for 10 years each, on the 

:30uthern Rhodesian shore will have an an
n ual quota of 1,300 and 700 tons, respective
:.y. A Northern Rhodesian concession, for 
fi ve years, will have an annual quota of 1,000 
n~etric tons. The remaining annual catch 
goals will be purchased by the concession
aires from independent fishermen. After 
two years the concessions will be reviewed, 
with the Government reserving the right to 
alter them to conserve and protect the re
source. 

Sites for cold-storage and ice-manufactur
Lng plants will be made available for private 
e nterprise under five-year concessions. 
Land will also be a va i I a b I e for lease in 
Northern Rhodesia for fish canning and fish 
meal manufacture. Five harbors to shelter 
the fishing fleet are in the process of con
st ruction with completion scheduled in 1962. 

Eighteen varieties of fish including bream, 
Live in the lake; the bream were introduced. 
~ 0 develop this fishing in d us try, about 
250,000 acres of land were cleared, and 
f 0,000 acres are already submerged. A Fish
E' ries Research Institute will be established 
£t Lake Kariba in 1962. (United States Con
Eulate, Salisbury, November 10, 1961.) 

~;outh Africa Re public 

ONE SPINY LOBSTER AREA 
ESTROYED BY VOLCANO: 

The volcanic eruption late in 1961 result
mg in the evacuation of the Island of Tristan 
Da Cunha in the South Atlantic Ocean also 
ilid considerable damage to the spiny lobster 
tndustr y in that area. Canning and freezing 
facilities on the Island have been reportedly 
ilestr oyed beyond repair. 

At the start of these operations by five 
~outh African companies in 1949, the Coloni-

al Development Corporation invested about 
$365,000 in the project. Exploration of the 
areal s spiny lobster resources showed fish
ing grounds about 45 miles long by about 2 
miles wide capable of sustaining an annual 
yield of over one million pounds. Almost the 
entire production was shipped to the United 
States. 

It is believed that the operations will be 
rebuilt as soon as possible. (The Fishing 
News, December 8, 1961.) 

South -West Africa 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA PILCHARD
MAASBANKER FISHERY 
A TT AINS 1961 QUOTA: 

By the end of September 1961, the six pil
chard processing factories in Walvis Bay, 
South-West Africa, had taken all but 23,295 
tons of the 375,000 short tons of pilchards, 
maasbanker, and mackerel they were per
mitted to catch during the 1961 season. Three 
of the six factories had stopped production on 
reaching their individual quotas and the last 
of the remaining three factories were ex
pected t o close down early in November. 

Walvis Bay has a quota 62,500 tons allo
cated to each of its six pilchard factories and 
the South-West Africa Administration im
poses no closed season on fishing. It has 
been found, however, that the best fishing 
months - -with the highest oil yield from prime 
fat fish--are in the middle of the year, and 
operations usually extend from March-April 
through September -October. Most of the 
catch is pilchards in South-West Africa. 

This year, although the permitted total 
catch was raised from 310,000 tons in 1960 
to what will most likely be a permanent 
375,000 tons, canned fish packing has been 
limited to a total lower than the record 
4,600,000 cases packed in 1960. An interest
ing development in 1961 has been a big in
crease in the pack of the one-pound oval pack 
to meet a growing demand. In one large fac
tory the oval pack will make up 10,000 tons 
of the total canned fish pack of just under 
25,000 tons. Canned fish was reported to be 
selling steadily, but the short pack period re
sults in an accumulation of canned fish stocks 
for sale over the whole year. 
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As the factories close, the plants are 
stripped down, and machinery, buildings, and 
boats (most of them privately-owned) receive 
a thorough overhaul in preparation for the 
1962 season. 

With the 542,429 short tons of pilchards, 
maasbanker, and mackerel caught off South 
Africa's Cape coast and the 351,705 tons 
taken off Walvis Bay, the South African and 
South - West African pelagic shoal catch to 
the end of September totaled 894,134 short 
tons. (October 1961 issue of The South Af
~ Shipping News and FishiIi"g"ri1duStry 

Review.) ~ 
i: 
~ . 

Spain 

VIGO FISHERIES TRENDS, 1961 
Fish Exchange: Dllring October 1961, a total of 10,571 

metric tons of fish valued at 72.2 pesetas (US$1.2 million), 
passed through the Vigo Exchange. In November this amount 
decreased to 6,632 tons valued at 57.6 million pesetas ($1.0 
million) because sardine landings dropped from 5,097 tons in 
October to 2,152 tons in November. Other species which also 
decreased werE: anchovy and horse mackerel. 

However , the amount of fish handled for the first 11 months 
of 1961 was 20 . 5 percent more than in the same period in 1960. 

Table 1 - Fish Handled by the Vigo Fish Exchange, 
January-November 1960-1961 

[Year Qty. Value Avg. Price (Ex-Vessel) 

Metric 1,000 US$ Pesetas/ US¢/ 
Tons Pesetas 1,000 Kilo Lb. 

1961 ..•. 71,972 683,553 11,393 9.49 7.2 
1960 ...• 59,728 604,000 10,06? 10.11 7.6 

While' statistics for December were unavailable, it was ex
pected that the amount of fish handled was lower than for No
vember. But the year's total was expected to surpass totals 
for the last 30 years. Sardine and horse mackerel landings 
partie ularly contributed to this higher 1961 volume. 

The first fish-freezing vessel of the Vigo fleet, the Lemos, 
came into port in early December with a cargo of 240 tons of 
hake and small hake (pescadilla), the result of a three months' 
trip in South American waters. The result in the market was 
not so promising, however, partly because of inadequate dis
tribution facilities, and partly because the local conservative 
public, accustomed to fresh fish, looked askance at the frozen 
variety. Prices for the frozen hake dropped fr om 28 to 25 
pesetas per kilo (21.2 to 1Il.9 U.S. cents a pound) ex-vessel 
desplte the fact that fresh hake sold during the previous three 
months at an average price of 43 pesetas per kilo (32.5 cents 
a pound). The frozen fish has been stored until it seems op
portune to make another attempt to sell it. 

The Andrade, sistership of the Lemos, as of December 
1961 was fishing ln South African waters. The firm owning 
the vessels plans to acqulre a transport vessel t o permit a 
longer period of hme for fishing. It also plans to build other 
vessels of the same type. 

Canning: The activity of the fish canning industry de
creased somewhat at the end of November owing to the smal· 
ler catches of sardine and greatly reduced landings of tuna 
(bonito). The lack of sardines in a period when canners were 
counting on a continued abundance took many canners, with 
foreign orders pending, by surprise . The de crease in catches 
(about 50 percent) contributed to the increase in sardine ex
vessel prices at the Vigo Exchange from 3.74 pesetas (2.8 
cents a pound) in October to 5.08 pesetas (3.8 cents a pound) 
in November and presented a problem to packers who quoted 
canned sardines at competitive prices in the international mar
ket. During December, some canners found themselves obliged 
to buy sardines at any price in order to fill their commit
ments, and to avoid a total loss of their export market. 

Even without conSidering it an outstanding year for ex
ports, it is believed that 1961 will not fall behind 1960, but 
considerably under the hopes and plans of exporters who 
have, despite all, done quite well in the foreign market. The 
Government measure to grant a fiscal tax deduction for ex" 
ports has favored sales abroad. 

Canners are urging the Government to permit the free 
import of frozen tuna for canning; at present the duty is 19 
percent ad valorem. On obtaining such authorization, it is 
planned to set up a regular flow of raw fish which will per" 
mit canneries to plan their production and sales for several 
months ahead, without being subject to the hazards imping" 
ing on the short and uncertain tuna season in Spain. As a 
rule, the season lasts from June to October - Nove mber, and 
only a very small number of canners have refrigeration fa" 
cilities to store a certain amount of fish to provide work in 
periods of scarcity of fresh fish. 

There is talk also of the possible formation of an asso
ciation of canners to expand the export of canned albacore 
to the United States . BaSically, 65 firms of the Northwest 
and Cantabrian region of Spain (43 in Galicia) have joined the 
plan. For the present, it would be limited t o albacore and to 
the United States market, but it is expected to be the base fo~ 
future associations which would apply to other species and 
other markets, if the plan works out. 

The order (Boletin Oficial of August 26, 1961) which regu· 
lates the inspection of Spanish canned fish should have entere 
in force early in 1962, but it has been postponed for another 
year in some of its applications. At present there are no 
means for carrying out this inspection; moreover, the prime 
objective would be the standardizing of cans which would fa" 
cilitate the control, and it is this aspect which will not go 
into effect until 1963. Plans and production methods, machin' 
ery, and even outmoded cans do not permit the immediate im 
pie mentation of the law without hurting the canners. These 
maintain that control is already carried out by the importing 
countries, the majority of which have very strict rulings for 
the admission of food. (United States Consulate, Vigo, Jan" 
uary 5, 1962.) 
Note: Values converted at rate of 60 pesetas equal US$l. 

Sweden 

SWEDEN REFUSES TO ISSUE FLOATING 
TRAWL PATENT TO DANE: 

The long dispute over a Swedish patent on 
a Danish floating trawl was ended on Octobe~ 
13, 1961, when Swedish authorities dismisse 
the appeal of Robert Larsen of Skagen, Den
mark, from a 1959 decision which refused 
him a patent for the reason that a patent had 
been issued four years earlier for a floating 
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Sweden (Contd.): 

trawl of the same type to Aron and Yngve 
Bernhardsson of Foto, Sweden. 

According to reports in Danish and Swed
ish fishery trade publications (Dans~ Fisk 
eritidende, November 17, 1961 ; Vestjysk 
Fiskeritidende, November 10, 1961), L a rs en 
had contended tha t hi s trawl was different 
because it was r egulated by t he length of the 
cables and t he speed of the vess el whereas 
the Swedish trawl was regulated by means of 
floats. However, the Swede s were able to 
demonstrate that t h e two trawls operated on 
precisely the s a m e p r inc ip les , thus reliev
ing many us e rs of the Swedis h t rawl from 
possible econom ic claims by Larsen. (Re
port of December 13, 1961, from Fisheries 
Attache, Unit ed Stat e s Embassy, Copenha
gen.) 

Taiwan 

-.--- -- --
- --, - -

- - -

JOINT AFRICA -T AIW AN 
F ISHING OPERATIONS: 

Fishery cooperation agreements have 
b een made by Taiwan with Malagasy and 
L iberia. The government -owned China Fish
e ries Corporation (CFC ) is to send experi
e nced fi shermen to those countrie$ to pro
v ide technical assistance to the local fishing 
industry . T he CFC will also provide tuna to 
a canner y in Malagasy. 

Under dis cussion is a joint fishing enter
p rise with Liberia whereby that country 
would provide shore facilities and t he CFC 
would furni sh capital investment in t he form 
of fishing vessels . Also under c onsideration, 
i s an a greem e nt with Sierra Leone for the 
Use of port facilities. (United States Embas
sy' Taipei, Novem ber 7, 1961. ) 

U.S.S.R. 

NEW FREEZER FISHING VESSEL: 
The freezer vesse l Bratsk was c on 

s tructed for the Soviet fishing fleet by the 
East Germans in the city of Stralsund. The 
2, 495-gross-ton ship will c a rry a crew of 91, 
c ruise at 11 knots , a nd car ry e nough fu e l t o 
r emain at sea for 40 days. Its 2 ammonia 

r efr igeration unit s can freeze 50 tons of fish 
ever y 24 hours and maintain the total hold 
capacit y of 800 tons at minus 180 C .. ~ -0,40 F J. 
The Brats k will be incorporated into the Kal
iningrad fishing fleet. From Rybnoe Khozia
i stvo (Fishing Industry), No.8, August 1961. 

**** ::~ 

NEW TYPE F ACTORYSHIP FOR 
WHALING AND FISHING: 

A whaling mothership (17,000 gross regis
tered tons) valued at approximately DM65 
million ($16.3 million) was launched at the 
end of November 1961 by the Government
owned shipyard of Kiel, which constructed 
the ship under a U.S.S.R. order placed in the 
middle of 1960. In the course of the cere
monies, the wife of the Soviet Ambassador 
to Bonn named the ship Vladivostok. 

The ship represents a new type in the 
field of whaling and deep-sea fishing and was 
constructed according to plans based upon 
the findings of Soviet scientific research. It 
will serve as whaling mothership and also 
as a fish cannery. She is equipped with a 
landing deck for a helicopter which can be 
used to locate the whales and fish for the 
smaller boats . 

This is t he first of two ships of this type 
and size ordered by the U.S.S.R. in June 1960 
for delivery in 1962. A second vessel will be 
delivered in 1962. 

The Japanese were the first to develop a 
factoryship capable of performing the dual 
functions of whaling and fishing. The Vladi
vostok can also produce frozen fish, fish
liver paste, and vitamin-rich fish oils. The 
vessel has a speed of 14 knots and will be 
manned by a crew of 408 men. (Le Marin, 
December 8, 1961; United States Consulate , 
Bonn, December 15, 1961.) 

P ROGRESS IN FROZEN 
FISH PRODUCTION: 

In June 1961, the Central Committee of 
the Communist Party noted the importance 
of the use of freezing (especially blast-freez
ing) in the production, storing, and transpor
tation of fish products. U.S.S.R. production 
of frozen fish products increased from 
442 400 metric tons in 1950 to 674,000 tons 
in 1960; production of salted fish products 
has declined. 
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u. S. S. R. (Contd.): 

In 1958, about 31 p rc nt of th( fishing 
fleet was equipped with r -frig 'ratNl holds, 
and by 1960 this was 1l1CrcaS ,d to 44 [wI'cont. 
The qualit) of refrig >ratlOn has Il ('n un
proved b (I) lowCl'lng hold t mp'l hl!'l s from 
10,40-140 F. to mInus (lAo-13° (' ., (2) qUIp
ping factorvslups wlth ffl I nt all' pparat:Js 
for blast frc >zing, and (3) provlCling g n r -
tors to produc IC fl"om s a wat r, In 1 )5, 
accordmg to th~ v n \ ar Plan, 1 230 000 
metric tons of flsh WlI... b l)' st-froz n, c m
pared to 5-1:0 000 tons 111 1 Cl60 , I rom Hybn 
Khoziaistvo (Pishing Industry), • T • H, ugus 
1961, F~O"\ arbook of J lsl1'l" Statistic, 
1960.-- ---------

The Soviets have mad s igl1lflC nt ad
va~ces in the cu"turc of chum salmon. Th 
Step:ovskii FISh Culture "atlOn of th mur 
RI ver Basin in the F r East has substanhall 
mcreased autumn chum runs from 2 000 to 
6 000 spawners befor 1928 to 60 000 spa n
ers .li 196 O. 

l\Iarking exp "rim nts show d that surVlva 
of cultured fish, as lndicated b adult I" turns, 
was ~ percent as compar >d to a natural sur
viva" of 0 .1 percent. 

rig. I - Ty pical Russian trawler fishing in North PaCific and Bering Sea. 

V 1. 2 , . 2 
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u. S. S. R. (Contd.): 

U.S.S.R. Fishery Landings by Principal Species, 1959-60 

Species 1960 1959 

• (1,000 Metric Tons) . 
iHerril}g and related species: 

Atlantic herring •••.•.••.• 523.4 464.3 
Pacific herring .......... 193.0 235.3 
Other .••••••• ......... 367.1 356.7 

Total. ....... . . . . . . .. 1,083.5 1,056.3 

~ and related species: 
North Atlantic species .••.•• 439.8 293.7 
Alaska pollock ••••• · ..... 109.2 51.6 
Pacific species .... · ..... 32.1 28.9 
Baltic cod •.•••... · ..... 91.4 40.5 

Total ••. ........ . . . . . 672.5 414.7 

Flounder and related species: 
Pacific Ocean species •• ..... 219.0 191.2 
Other .......... . . . . 22.7 12.6 

Total. .......... . .. . 241. 7 203.8 

~ species: 
Salmon and related species ..• 120.5 142.2 
Ocean perch or redfish .• ... 183.9 243.5 
Other marine fish ••••.. 247.9 183.8 
King crab and other shellfish 37.4 32.8 
Marine animals and residue .. 32.0 13.5 

Total marine production ... 2,619.4 2,290.6 

Fresh-water fish .•.•••• .. 431.6 465.4 

Grand total ••••••.• . . . . 3 051.0 2 756.0 
Sources: Food and Agriculture Organization Yearbook of Fishery Statistics, 1960; 

Rybnoe Khoziaistvo (Fi.shing Indwuy), No. ~l!i61 ; and Australian Fisn:-
eries Newsletter, November 1961. 

With the exception of the Far East deep
sea fleet, all branches of the industry over
fulfilled their plan. The Black Sea deep-sea 
fleet's sardine operations off West Africa 

Fig. 2 - Another Russian trawler with nets spread out to dlY. vesL. 
sel is underway. 

were highly successful, and the cod and her
ring fisheries did extremely well. 

The stern-fishing factory-trawler has be
come the standard deep-sea vessel and the 
basic design has now been attained in the 
Leskov class being built in Poland. The di
mensions of this latest trawler are: Over
all length, 279 ft. 6 in.; between perpendicu
lars, 246 ft; beam, 45 ft. 4 in.; depth, 23 ft.; 
draught, 17 ft. 6 in.; displacement, 2,298 tons; 
dead-weight, 1,240 tons; speed, 12.5 knots. 

Fig. 3 - Russian fishelY factolYship (length about 150 feet) op
erating in Bering Sea. 

The main improvements over the earlier 
Pushkin class are a decrease of 8 inches in 
the freeboard, reducing the wind area and 
con seq u e n t i a I drift when trawling, and a 
lengthening by 6 ft. of the trawl deck to 66 
ft., thus enabling the entire trawl to be hauled 
on deck in one operation . 

There is also an impressive increase in 
fish hold space over the Maiakovski class. 
This has been obtained by reducing the fuel 
capacity to 500 tons and by using a less bulky 
main engine. It appears that the Maiakovskis 
were returning home with 150 tons of Diesel 
fuel and 60 tons of boiler oil still in their 
tanks. 

NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES, 1956-60: 
The U.S.S.R. began fishing in Northwest Atlantic waters in 

1956 after conducting exploratory cruises in 1955. Accord
ing to the International Commission for the Northwest Atlantic 
Fisheries (ICNAF), the Soviets have reported annual catches 
that have rapidly increased from 17,000 metric tons in 1956 
to over 258,000 tons in 1960. 

Table 1 - U.S.S.R. Catch in ICNAF Convention Area, 1956-1960 

Species 1960 1956 

........ . (Metric Tons) •..•. ... 

{ 139,612 
15,453 5,826 18,041 3,001 

104,147 155,004 108,900 48,805 12,908 
237 224 89 212 104 

4,392 678 267 819 12 
9,686 10,578 1,674 1,458 984 

od ......•..• 
addock ....•.. 

Ocean perch .... 
alibut ....•.. 

Flounder .••... 
Others ....... . 

Total ..•.... 258,074 181,937 116,756 69,335 17,00 
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u. S. S. R. (Contd.): 

In a period of four years, the U.S.S.R . fisheries have ex
panded to account for about 12 percent of the over two million 
tons of fish taken annually in the Convention Area and to lead 
the other member nations in the ocean perch cat ch . Fishing 
for ocean perch, cod, and haddock has been conducted on the 
banks off Newfoundland and Labrador. In 1961, Soviet fishing 
fleets moved southward to Georges Bank off the United States 
coast. 

-r··· . --
Large Soviet stern trawler (Maiakovski class) fishing in North At

lantic on the "northern edge" of Georges Bank in October 1961. 
Trawler's home port is Klaipeda . 

The Soviet fishing fleet operating in the Convention Area 
during 1959 consisted of 111 vessels with a total tonnage of 
126,596 tons. Operations have been characterized by the use 
of large stern factory-trawlers as well as conventional trawl
ers; the larger types have refrigerated holds. 

-------------------------, 
Table 2 - U.S.S .R. Trawler Fleet Fishing in ICNAF Convention 

Area, 1959 
~============r== 
Tonnage No . of Total Average 

Class Yes sels T onnage Tonnage 

151-500. 39 10,296 264 
501-900 . 31 19,500 63 0 
901-1,800 6 7,200 1,2 00 
Over 1,800 35 89,600 2,560 

Totals 11 126,596 1,141 

Home ports reported for the Soviet vessels were Mur
mansk on the Barents Sea, and Kaliningrad, Klaipeda, and 
Riga on the Baltic Sea. (International Commission for the 
Northwest Atlantic Fisheries, Statistical Bulletins , vol. 7-8; 
1959 and 1960.) 

United Kingdom 

AID FOR FISHING INDUSTRY: 
In seven years (1954 through March 31,1 961) Britain's 

White Fish Authority has financially assisted the industry to 
the extent of 1:.39,984,137 (almost US$112 million) in loans 
and grants . 

Loans totaled 1:.28,228,884 or $79 million (1:.23,424,516 or 
$65.6 million for the near-middle water fleet and 1:.4,804,368 
Jr $13 .4 million for the inshore industry) and grants amounted 
to 1:.11,755,253 or $32 .9 m~llion (1:.9,334,200 or $26.1 million 
and 1:.2,421,053 or $6.8 million, respectively) . All loans and 
grants were for vessels , except 1:.566,399 or $1.6 million for 
lnshore engines . 

In addition to this financial aid, the British Government 
also assists the industry thr ough the white fish and herring 
lndustry subsldies. These were extended in 1961 to compen 
sate for the loss of traditional British fishing grounds . 

It is estimated that the white fish subsidy will cost 
1:.1,497 ,064 ($4.2 million) for the near - middle water fleet 
and 1:.5 91,826 ($1.7 million) for the inshore industry, but 
distant-water trawlers also will be subsidized at the rat e 
of 1:.17 ($47. 60 ) for every day at sea. The daily rate for 
near-middle water vessels will vary, depending on vessel 
size , except in the case of coal burners which will be paid 
1:.10 ($28.00 ) a day at sea. The inshore subsidy is paid on 
landings and has been raised by 4d . per stone (3 1 U.S . cents 
a hundredweight) to 1 s . 2 d. a stone ($1.16 a hundredweight) 
for gutted and 1 s. a stone ($1.00 a hundredweight) for round 
fish. The new white fish subsidies came into force on Au 
gust 1,1 96 1. 

The herrin~ industry subsidy (as from September 1) 
ranges from 32 d . per stone (27.5 U .S. cents a hundred 
weight) to 1:.1 2 -1:.14 ($33 . 60 -$39 .20) a day at sea . The . 
Herring Industry Board wi ll also contInue t o pay a subsldy 
to maintain prices for surplus herring used for meal and 
oil production . 

L oss of British fishing grounds will f oll ow Britain's 
agreemer,ts with Norway and Iceland over their unilateral 
claim to a 12-Ihlle territorial sea. Until October 31, 1970, 
British vessel s will be able to continue t o fish in a zone be 
tween 6 and 12 m ile s off the Norwegian coast. After that 
date they will have to stay outside 12 mile s . 

The agreement with Iceland provides that until March ~ 
1964, British vessels will continue t o fish at certain sea-
SonS and in certain areas in a 6-12 mile zone around Ice -
land. 

F ollowing Britain's agreements with Norway and Iceland, 
the Soviet Union gave notice t o terminate an agreement which 
has enabl ed British vessels to fish in certain Russian north 
west waters within 12 miles of the coast . The Soviet Union 
a l so has claimed a 12-mile limit. 

Speaking in the House of Commons debate when the new 
subsidies were approved, the Minister f or Agriculture and 
FiSheries said that Britain's agreements with Iceland and 
Norway were expected to result in a dr op of 25 percent in 
the total British distant-water catch. This would be equiv
alent to a loss of 1:.5t million ($15.4 million) and he d oubted 
whether the vessel s by fishing e lsewhere could make up more 
than two- thirds of it. That would mean a net loss of about 1:.2 
million ($5 . 6 million) and the Government had decided to 
make up 1:.1, 250,000 ($3.5 million) of it. That worked out at 
1:.17 ($47.60) a vessel a day, or 1:.5,500 ($15,400) a year to
wards the estimated l oss of 1:.8,000 ($ 22 ,400). 

The above data on White Fish Authority loans and grants 
are fr om the A uthority's annual rep ort t o March 31, 1961. 
The term "white fish" excludes pelagic fish and she llfish. 

White fish landings in the United Kingdom in the calendar 
year 1 960 totaled 805,028 metric t ons, worth 1:.60, 686,1 02 
($169.9 million). Landings by British·vessels totaled 693 , 239 
tons and by foreign vessels (fis hing and other ) 111, 789 tons . 
Of the British vessellandings, half was taken by the distant 
water fleet, one - third by the near-middle water fleet, and the 
remainder by the inshore industry. 

Distant-water vessels dropped in number by 10 to 229 and 
near-middle water vessels by 26 to 502. 

The White Fish Authority's income for the year totale 
1:.325, 309 or $910,900 (1:. 235,840 or $660 , 300 from general 
levy) and expenditur es 1:.310,272 ($868,800 ), l eaving a sur
plus of 1:.1 5,03 7 ($42,100). Expenditures comp r i sed mai nly 
general administration 1:.1 37,18 5 ($ 384, 100), publicity 1:. 74,882 
($209,700), fiSherme n's training courses 1:.3 1,1 84 ($87,300), 
research and experiments L29,609 ($82,900 ). (Fisheries 
Newsletter, November 196 1.) 


