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FEDERAL 
ACTIONS 

Civil Service Commission 

FISHERY MARKETING 
SPECIALIST EXAMINATION: 

The U. S. Civil Service Commission 
announced on April 26 (Announcement 
No. 6(B » that unassembled examinations 
would be held for the position of Agri­
cultural Marketing Specialist with option 
for Fishery Marketing Specialist in 
grades GS-7 to GS -1 4, for positions in 
Washington, D. C., throughout the United 
States, and its Territories and posses­
sions . Entrance salaries range for these 
grades from $4,205 to $9,600 per year. 
Requirements are for- 4 or more years 
(depending on the grade ) of experience 
in responsible positions in the marketing 
of fishery products. Undergraduate s 
study satisfactorily completed in an ac­
credited college or university, with 
specialization in fisheries, general eco­
nomics, or marketing may be substituted 
for experience at the rate of 1 full year 
of study for 9 months of the required 
experience, up to a total of 3 years of ex-
perience . There is no graduate -study I 
substitution. 

Qualifying Experience is as follows 
(1) conducting fishery marketing research; 
(2) collecting, compiling, anal 'zing, and 
pI' paring fishery production and market­
ing information for publication; (3) ad­
ministrative or supervisory work in the 
field of fish ry marketing requil ing a 
thorough knowledge of merchandising and 
di tribution practices; (4) promoting m­
er a d us and orderlv marketing of 
fi h I' mmoditi. (5) manufacturmg 
or pro e sing fi her) products r quirlOg 
an intimate knowledge of all pha' - of 
pro e sinO' and production in a parti ul r 
fie ld. 
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with the label declaration of weight refer- Eighty- Fourth Congress 
ring to the total weight of the contents of 
the containers, the liquid packing medi- (First Session) 
urn included. 

This statement of interpretation on 
weight declaration has no effect on the 
fill of container standards for canned 
oysters. As before, the drained weight 
of the oysters taken from each container 
must not be less than 59 percent of the 
water capacity of the container. The 
present announcement by the Food and 
Drug Administration is concerned solely 
with the requirements of Section 403(e) 
(2) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cos­
metic Act, which requires that all foods 
in package form bear an accurate label 
statement of the quantity of food in the 
container. 

Following is the text of the inter pre -
tative statement, as published in the Fed-
eral Register of April 9 : --

By authority vested in the Secretary 
of Health, Education, and Welfare by 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act (sec. 701 (a), 52 Stat. 1055; 21 U. S. C. 
371 (a» and delegated to the Commis­
sioner of Food and Drugs by the Secre­
tary (20 F. R. 1996). and pursuant to 
the provisions of the Administrative 
Procedure Act (sec. 3, 60 Stat. 237, 238; 
5 U. S. C. 1002), the following statement 
of in terpreta tion is issued: 

§ 3.38 Declaration of quantity of con­
tents on labels for canned oysters. (a) 
For many years packers of canned oyS­
ters in the Gulf area of the United States 
have labeled their output with a declara­
tion of the drained weight of oysters 
in the containers. Packers in other areas 
have marketed canned oysters with a 
declaration of the total weight of the 
contents of the container. Investigation 
reveals that under present-day practice 
consumers generally do not discard the 
liquid packing medium, but use it as a 
part of the food. Section 403 (e) (2) 
of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act and the regulations thereunder re­
quire food in package form to bear an 
accurate label statement of the quan­
tity of food in the container. 

(b) It is concluded that compliance 
with the label declaration of quantity 
of contents requirement will be met by 
an accurate declaration of the total 
weight of the contents of the can. The 
requirements of § 36.6 of this chapter, 
establishing a standard of fill of con­
tainer for canned oysters and specifying 
the statement of substandard fill for 
those canned oysters failing ttl meet that 
standard remain unaffected by this 
interpretation. 
(See. 701, 52 Stat. 1055; 21 U . S . C. 371. In­
terprets or applies sec. 403, 52 Stat. 1047; 21 
U. S . C. 343) 

Dated: April 4, 1955. 
[SEAL] GEO. P . LARRICK , 

Commissioner of Food and D rugs. 

APRIL 1955: 

Listed below are public bills and 
resolutions introduced and referred to 
committees or passed by the Eighty­
Fourth Congress (First Session) and 
signed by the President that directly or 
indirectly affect the fisheries and allied 
industries . Public bills and resolutions 
are shown in this section when intro­
duced and , if passed, when signed by the 
President; but also shown from month 
to month are the more pertinent reports , 
hearings, or chamber actions on some of 
the bills. 

FISHING VESSEL SEIZURES BY ECUADOR: The House 
Subcommittee on Inter-A mencan ATfairs met in executive 
session April 14 With State Department representatives in 
connection with the seizure, on Ma:ch 26 , 1955, by Ecuador, 
of two United States vessels , with the r esultmg injury to a 
U. S. citizen. After hearing testimony of wimesses, the Sub­
committee took note of the action already initiated by the 

I Department of State in this matter, and, because of the serious­
ness with which it regards these inCidents, requested a pro­
gress report at an early date. 

t-.1INllv1UM WAGE INCREASE: H. R. 5612 (Celler), intro­
duced April 18:A1lill to amend theFair Labor Standards 
Act of 1938 so as to Increase the minimum hourly wage from 
75 cents to $1.25; to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

Also, introduced April 20: H. R 5739 (F relinghuysen) , 
H. R 5752 (Rhodes of Arizona)~~na r-rR 5"08 (Clark), simi­
lar to H. R 5612 e.xc~.1 t t' .ilt t'li amountof wage proposal 
varies- between 90¢ and 1. 5. 

ORGANIZATION FOR TRADE COOPERATION: Both the 
House and Senate received a message from the P r esident on 
April 14 recommending enactment of legislation to authorize 
membership of United States in Organization for Trade Coop­
eration. The Senate referred message to Committee on Fi­
nance. House referred message to the Committee on Ways 
and Means and ordered printed as a House document (Doc. 
140). 

SURVEY OF NORTH ATLANTIC COASTAL AND TIDAL 
AREAS: H. It 5873 (Becker) , introducea April27. A51ll 
authorizing apreliminary examination and survey of the New 
England, New York, Long Is land, and New Jersey coastal 
and tidal areas, for the purpose of determining possible 
means of preventing damages to property and loss of human 
lives due to hur r icane winds and tides; to the Committee on 
Public Works . 

Also !:!.. Be- 5882 (Forand), similar to .'i- ~ 5873. 

TARIFF ACT AMENDMENT: H. R 5550 (Cooper), in­
troduced April 14. A bill to amenathe Tariff Act of 1930 
with respect to the administration of the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 
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The bill author izes the President to accept member ship 
for the United States in the Organization for Trade Coop­
eration drawn up by the Contracting Parties to the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and T rade at their ninth session and 
opened for acceptance at Geneva on March 10, 1955. 

Also §.. 1723 (Malone), introduced April 18. A bill to 
amend the Tar iff Act of 1930, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Finance. The bill provides that the policy 
of the Congress be- -

va) to facilitate and encourage the importation into 
the United States of foreign goods and products in 
quantities sufficient to supply the needs of the United 
States economy; 

(b) to foster and provide for the export of the prod­
ducts of American industry and agr iculture in quantities 
sufficient to pay for the needed imports . 

(c) to develop and promote a well- balanced, inte­
grated, and diversified product ion within the United 
States so as to maintain a sound and prosperous nation­
al economy and a high level of wages and employment 
in industry and agriculture; 

(d) to provide necessary flexibility of import duties 
thereby making possible appropriate adjustments in 
response to changing economic conditions; 

(e) to assure the 2ccomplishment of these objectives 
by returning to and maintaining hereafter in the United 
States the control over American import duties now 
subject to inte rnational agreements . 

TRADE AGREEMENTS EXTENSION: The Senate Com­
mittee on Finance, in executive session, on April 26 ordered 
favorably reported, as amended, H. R. L to extend the auth­
ority of the President to enter into t r ade agreements S. 
Rept. 232. -

T rade Agreements Extension Act of 1955 (Senate Report 
232 (April 28, 1955) , 84th Congr ess 1st Session), 38 PP., 
pr inted. The report states H. R. 1 continues to June 30, 
1958, the authority of the President to ente r into trade agree­
ments . The present authority (extended by Public Law 
404, 83rd Cong.) terminates on J une 12, 1955. In addition 
to the extens ion of the trade-agreements authority, the 
pr incipal features of H. R. 1 as reported by the committee 
are as follows : - - -

1. The President would be authorized to negotiate tariff 
reductions by either of two alternative methods, which may 
not be used cumulatively. 

(a) The fi r st method autho rizes the President to re­
duce, by a total of 15 percent, tariff rates existing on 
January I, 1955, in stages of not more than 5 percent of 
such r ates in each of the 3 years of the authority; 

(b) As an alternative the President is author ized to 
r educe those r ates which are higher than 50 per cent 
of the value of an import to a r ate not less than 50 per­
cent, in stages of not more than one-third of the r e­
duction in anyone year . 

The committee desires to emphasize that this author ity 
is subject to all requirements of existing law for full pub­
lic notice (including a list of products on which concessions 
might be made by the United States), public hearings, peril­
point determinations, and escape-clause procedures (as 
modified by the cOmmittee). 

2. In the case of the proposal for a trade agreement an­
nounced on November 16, 1954, the bill authorizes the same 
decreases in rates of duty as are authorized by existing law 
(50 percent of the rate existing on January I, 1945), even 
though the agreement is signed after June 12, 1955. 

3. The peril-point and escape-clause sections of the law 
were amended to make more specific the definition of what 
constitutes an industry. The escape clause was further amend­
ed to make more specific the extent to which imports must 
affect an industry before injury can be determined. 

4. The President is given authority to adjust imports 
whenever he finds, after investigation, that an article is being 
imported, in such quantities as to threaten to impair the 
national seLUrity. 

5. The President would be required to submit to Congress 
an annual report on the operation of the trade agreements 
program. The bill, as reported, would require the Tariff 
Commission to continue to make the report on the program 
now being made under Executive order. 

6. Reports of the Ta. iff Commission containing recom­
mendations for escape-clause action are required to be 
made public upon submission to the President. 

Presented in the report are the amendments to the House 
bill. changes in existing law, technical analysis of !:!. ~ ~ 
and minority views. 




