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Additions to the Fleet of U. S. Fishing Vessels

p—

First documents as fishing craft were issued to 62 vessels of 5 net tons
over during April 1953—2 less than in April 1952, Washington led with 12 ves
followed by Louisiana with 8 vessels, and Virginia, Florida east coast, Califor-

Stis alifo
nia, and Alaska with 6 vessels each, the Bureau of the Customs reports

an
sels,

essels Issued First Documents as Fishing Craft, April 1953 and Comparative Data

o April January-April Total
Section 1953 1952 1953 1952 1952
Number Number Number Number Number
New England eeeeceasse Ii 2 3 6 30
Middle Atlantic eeoe-.. 2 3 6 ] 26
Chesapeake seveecocoes 6 2 23 19 65
SauiAtlantic oeees. . 10 3 29 29 9
v s o s s ie s = o 6o 15 13 65 39 161
e R T 19 18 40 52 203 |
ORERt LaKEE cescacceeo 3 - 5 A 1%.4
LT e B N 6 23 16 L7 g8 |
e e A 62 6L 187 e vl o5 ]
NOTE: VESSELS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VARIOUS SECTIONS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR HOME PORT ;
=S

Cans--Shipments for Fishery Products, January-May 1953

Total shipments of metal cans for fish and sea
January-day 1953 amounted to 33,257 short tons ]
the amount of steel consumed in the manufacture of cans), compa
to 28,237 short tons shipped during the same period 1n 19)2. !
s is based on a July 24 report issued by the " the Census

Frovided a certain percentage of the shipment
fish and sea food are not retained for lnventor]

£

tion of canned fishery products during the first half of 1953
in 1952,

NOTE: STATISTICS COVER ALL COMMERCIAL AND CAPTIVE PLANTS KNOWN TO BE PRODUC
REPORTED |N BASE BOXES OF STEEL CONSUMED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF CANS, THE O
PRODUCTS ARE CONVERTED TO TONS OF STEEL BY USING THE FACTOR: 23.0 BASE BOX
SQUAL ONE SHORT TON OF STEEL.
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Gul f Fishery Investigations

MALASKAM CONDUCTS BICLOGICAL SURVEY (Cruise 11-3C): A biological survey
marily plankton samplirg-—of the Gulf of Mexico was conducted by the Service!
Branch of Fishery Biology research vessel Alaska on a cruise campleted at Galves-
ton, Texas, on June 11, Periodic surface water samples were also collected, The
vessel started on this cruise on May 27. The survey was made to determine spawn-~
ing areas of various fishes, to resolve the distribution pattern of fish larvaeang
juveniles, and to collect living plankton. =

Being limited primarily to plankton sampling, the cruise was laid out to in-
clude areas that previously had yielced the greatest concentration of plankton, es-
pecially fish eggs and larvae; and an area encompassing the "humps" between 30 and
100 fathoms just north of the 28th parallel in the northwest Gulf,

Superficial examiration of samples obtained once again showed a marked decrease
of plankton outside the 100-fathom contour,.

Salinity and temperature records along the cruise line were obtained with the
Foxboro dynalog recorder. Feriodic surface water samples were taken for subsequent
inoculation of selected media in an attempt to culture certain of the smaller plank-
tonic fomms.

As the ship was under way continually, dip-net fishing was limited to a few
hours in port and while at anchor over a 9-fathom shoal in the northwest Gulf. No
noteworthy specimens were captured.,

Trolling with feather and nylon jigs while under way during daylight hours was
moderately successful. Included in the catch were 4 Atlantic blackfin tuna, 38
little tuna, 2 king mackerel, 9 great barracuda, and 2 dolphin. From Key West to
Heald Bank the vessel almost continually encountered sargassum weed in scattered
masses and "streaks," which frequently fouled the lures and probably eliminated

many potential strikes,

International Fishing Boat Congress
Arouses Considerable Interest

Reports from the Food and Agriculture Organization in Rome, sponsors of the
forthcoming Interrational Fishing Boat Congress to be held at the Delano Hotely
llami Eeach, Florida, November 16-20, 1653, indicate larger than anticipatedadvance
registration for the meeting. This meeting will be held concurrently with the Gulf
and Caribbean Fishing Institute, sponsored annually by the Marine Laboratory, Uni-
versity of Miami,

iore than 4O naval architects, fishing-vessel construction experts, and others

interested in fishing-vessel design, have indicated their plans to attend the Fish-
ing Boat Congress.

about 30 technical papers coverirg a wide variety of vessel problems mmeady
scheduled for delivery or summarization at the meeting. There will be 3 papers on
furopean trawlers; several papers on the design and construction of American tr?"l‘
ers. tuna vessels, and small fishing craft; and at least 1 paper each on the modert®
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of fishing boats in Chile, India, and Pakistan. Problems concerning stabil-
f tuna clippers, the effects of loading on the trim of trawlers, and selection
nes for all types of craft will be pointed up in detail. The economical as—

[ various types of vessels will be discussed. Papers on new deck gear, and
escription of new trawlers for freezing fish at sea are also included. Therewill
papers on safety at sea, tarnk testing techniques, and the owner's viewpoint of
hat is needed in a fishing vessel.

For further information regarding the meeting, write to: Food and Agriculture
rganization of the United Nations, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, Rome, Italy;or
ranch of Commercial Fisheries, Fish and Wildlife Service, U, S. Department of the

nterior, Washington 25, D, C.

New England Tuna Explorations

BLUEFIN TUNA EXPLORATION FOR 1953 STARTED: The commercial fishing vessel Mar-—
orie Parker has been chartered for one month by the Service's Branch of Camnmercial
isheries to continue the exploratory fishing for New England bluefin tuna which was
tarted in the summer of 1951, and followed up in 1952. The charter will be extended
or three months,

The Marjorie Parker sailed July 15 from Portland, Maine, on the first cruise

f the 1953 season, and is scheduled to return to that port about July 30.

BLUEFIN TUNA |THUNNUS THYNNUC )

The vessel will operate south and
southeast of Georges Bank, approximately
25 miles outside of the 100-fathomcurve
line on the southernmost edge of the
bank. A series of long-line fishingcp-
erations will be conducted at selected
stations nearthe edgeof the Gulf Stream,
working in a northeasterly direction to-

;:.I!‘;s the Northern Edge of Georges Bank and the Gully between Georges and Browns
¢S,

An attempt will be made to locate tuna schools and operate tuna-fishing gear
inder commercial fishing conditions in arezs considered favorable for tuna concen-
rations, A series of bathythermograph casts will be made at each fishing station
In order to plot thermocline levels of the region.

Several types of fishing gear will be operated during the cruise. Redesigned
dpanese~type long lines carrying considerably more branch lines and hooks thanthe
r?gnlar Japanese long line will be the principal gear employed. Surface troll lines
:;,11 be operated while the vessel is traversing the area. Floa’?ing drift-gill and
loa?;mel nets will be operated when favorable conditions are indicated. Masthead

Okouts for schools of tuna will be maintained during daylight hours.

FO LA CR

d tm BLUEFIN TUNA CAUGHT BY "MARJORIE PARKER" (Cruise No. 1): An initial b~
Sg Tipin searchof bluefin tuna in the offshore waters frorp the edge of the Gulf
waseam South of Georges Bank to the Boon Island, Maine, area in the North Atlantic
ch Somplet eq by the schooner Marjorie Parker on July 28. The schooner Y.las been

SHied by the Service's Branchof Commercial Fisheries in orderto continue the
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exploratory fishing for New England bluefin tuna which was initiated
of 1951, On this cruise the vessel's crew also tested long-line fis

Early stages of the trip were devoted to exrloring the waters a
edge of the Gulf Stream in an attempt to find bluefin tuna. No tuma
sizhted in the area and a series of long-line sets were unsuccessful,
ter temperatures of fram 71° F. to 74° F. were recorded in the vicinity,

First schools of tuna were observed on the southwest part of Georm* ;
a set of 10 baskets of long lines, totaling 230 hooks, resulted in a catch of
bluefin tuna averaging 35 pounds (round weight) each, Additional sets made in
same general area proved unproductive, v

Fishing operations during the last two days of the trip in the South Ch
area and along the Cape Cod coast near Chatham, liassachusetts, were also rel
ly unsuccessful, and only a few tuna were caught.

Surface trolling gear was operated during daylight hours. Four tuna mw
by this method. ]

-

. d

-
I8
In contrast with last year's fishing when blue sharks were taken in large mi
bers on practically every long-line set, very few sharks were caught on the long
lines during this trip. o

A total of 15 long-line sets with an aggregate of about 2,800 individual hooks
was operated on the cruise. The vessel landed 500 pounds of bluefin tuma, Thefish
was frozen and stored for disposal at the end of the season,

The vessel was.scheduled to leave on Cruise No. 2 on July 30, Using » Hm.
surface trolling gear, hand lines, and drift-trammel nets, the vessel was ¢
for tuma in the Gulf of laine between Fortland and Mt., Desert Island, German

Jeffreys Bank, Cashes Ledge,and Northern Edge of Georges Bank. o .5-"
W A
.& A
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North Carolina Studies Effect of Heat and Low Water

on Bay Scallops A

An experiment to determine the effect of heat and low water on Bay
North Carolina sounds was started early in June by the Institute of Fishe
search of the University of North Carolina, the Service's Fishery M
ist in that area reports. The 1952 summer season was one of the poorest
bay scallops in the history of the fishery, and the Institute is trying te
if the high temperatures of last June killed the scallops when they were
low tides. In order to check this theory, the researchers have taken a m
of shoal water, counted the scallop population, marked the scallops witk
ink, and then transplanted half the population in deeper waters. In late
early august the two areas of scallops will be campared. If the result
periment show that scallops can be transplanted to deeper waters and ma:
rate of growth, and that scallops in shallow waters are harmed by the ho
then the Institute may recommend transplanting generallyif it is economi
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ic Seamount Named After a Fish and Wildlife Service
' Service Exploratory Vessel

e name Cobb Seamount for the 13-fathom peak which 1ies approximately 270
of Willape Bay, lashington, was of ficially approved oy the Foard on Geo-
1es on July 21, 1953,

 seamount was discovered by the John L. Cobb on August 1, 1950, while the
engaged in offshore albacore explorations. The vessel is one of several

ry fishing vessels operated by the U, S, Fish and #ildlife Service's Branch
rcial Fisheries,

Later the John N. Cobb returned to the seamount and experimental fishing with
halibut long-line gear resulted in good catches of large redrockfish (Seb-
berrimus) on the slopes and ledges of the seamount., A few halibut were

n. Attempts at trawling the terraces near the peak resulted in lost and
d gear, indicating the area is too rough for trawling,

The Coast and Geodetic Survey has announced that the Cobb Seamount will appear

- The
@,fnture charts of the area.
j‘ ¥ B - W
& :gw
]

:%E'f Wholesale Prices for Fishery Products, June 1953

- The usual seasonal spurt in production caused June prices for edible fishery
oducts to drop substantially below May levels., The edible fish and shellfish
frozen, and canned) wholesale index for June 1953 was 100,9 percent of the
 average (see table)--lower than May 1953 by 5.6 percent and June 1952 by
ercent .,

~ Although June average prices for the items in the drawn, dressed, or whole fin-
fish subgroup rose 0.7 percent over the previous month, they were still 9.7 percent
below a year earlier. Higher prices this June for West Coast halibut and salmon more
ﬁngtfsat the drop in the ex-vessel price of large haddock at Boston. Every sin-
gle item in the subgroup wus priced substartially below a year ago, except for white-
fish at New York City which was priced considerably higher.

= A

esh shrimp prices, which had been climbing steadily sirce Cctober 1952, drop-
‘percent from May to June this year. Increased production ip the Culf and

Atlantic was the principal cause for the price drop. Lower shrimp anc oyster
were reflected in the June fresh processed fish and shellfish index which was
gent lower than in May but 11.1 percent above June 1952. Fresh haddock Iil-

n veaar

8 remained steady at May levels, but were 1.8 percent lower than a y

+

en shrimp prices (like those for fresh shrimp) also dropped substarticlly

Prices for frozen shrimp in June were 26,9 percent lower than in D&y,

2 percent above June 1952. Although fram May to June there was no crange
lounder fillet prices, haddock fillet prices increased L: ;-.“{ve:f‘f:%‘:.

h £illets dropped 4., percent., Compared with June 1952, all frozen fiiiet

8 were lower. Principally because of the lower shrizp ar :’?ceAf pen::

ces, the processed frozen fish and shellfish index declined li.’ percert
to June, but was still 2.4 percent higher than a year earlier,
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While canned Maine sardire prices decreased 6.9 percent from May to «
other items ircluded in the canned fishery products irndex showed no pm.ee
tions. The drop in laine sardines was attrituted to the beginning of the new e
season, but the pack has been reported substartially below 1952. Canned sa

Table 1 - Wholesale Average Prices and Revised Indexes for Edible Fish and Shellfish, ':‘,‘,
June 1953 and Comparisons i

Group, Subgroup, Point of Avg. Fricesl/ Indexes
and Item Specification Pricing |Unit ($) (1947-49 = 100)

June |May June May Apr. |
1953 1953 1953 1953 190
IALL FISH AND SHELLFISH (Fresh, Frozen, and Canned) ..esesessesssceseseccsesessces | 100,9 | 106.5 98,9 | 1
Frosh and Frozen Fishery Products: eeeeeesseesceeccoocacesssorosresvsnncaronnes 103,2 | 112.2 99,4 | 105,1
Drawn, Dressed, or Whole FiNTAsh: e...evevevesscecucororesncnanesuonanncnnes 974 96,7 81,8 | 107.9
Heddock, large, offshore, drawn, fresh ....... | Boston |lb. .09 09 87.1 0.1 50.6 | 102.5 |
Halibut, Western, 20/80 1bs., dressed,

£rach OF LrOZOTl e ssiesnia's siuisis aisis alsals aints sl ==l SN G W s 3L «29 95.9 90.5 94.4 | 102,2
Salmon, king, lge. & med., dressed, fresh or i

PLOZOR o aiside/siimescin e s ahiseisilewine dolseealsals " 5 .48 47 | 108.4 | 104.5 | 107.9 | 120.9 |
Whitefish, mostly Lake Superior, drawn

(dressad)’, TTOSh wesecaacsssalsansnssssaccans i AlIlCaZA " .36 .50 88.0 | 122.7 | 105.3 | 96.7
Whitefish, mostly Lake Erie pound or gill net,

round, PTOSh aawsseasssenniesssisusnnesaesssssl bl YeCs " 52 60 || 1041 | 12123 HNSLSEANE 88.0
Lake trout, domestic, mostly No. 1, drawn

(ATessea)i ELOSH: « e evasiesien aimscrassnle whioxiosa [ CHICSE0 " SR A8 | 106.5 98,44 79.9 | 107.8
Yellow pike, mostly Michigan (Lakes Michigan

& Huron), Tound, Fresh siesscsecsssasacsscamss] Nea¥eCe i 45 231 | 105.5 | 72.7 ) SL.ONISIGESEN
Processed, Frosh (Fish and Shellfiah)is Teiteesssacecevesoaeasnisusetsrdaioee 111.9 | 134.2 | 1230F [RICO2 ]

Fillets, haddock, sml., skins on, 20-1lb. tins [ Boston |[1b. 2 .27 | 91.9 | Sr:.on|nctinn!
Shrimp, lge. (26-30 count), headless, fresh
N PLOZOM) aala wols nalsieie/nisluie /e /e s/e s nmsiuy delenstelal BN £ " 74 | 1,00 | 117.0 | 158.1 | 137.5 | 93.3
Oysters, shucked, standards ..eescescessesssss | Norfolk
area gal.| 4.50 | 4.75 | 111.3 | 117.5 | TLTSSHINIEISS

Processed, Frozen (Fish and ShellfiSh): e.c.cevscssaasccssceocacessssannaccas | 10000 JIlelyadiulReiae AN Q.
Fillets: Flounder zyellowtalli skinless,
1Q=TDL PR Jore s vnseaises neananieiies |RLEOston Wl 1Ds il .31 | 108.7 | 108,7 | 1157 | 12937
Haddock, sml., skins on, 10-1b.
COlLOSHEACE s s s os s aronal e e n " .21 .19 79.0 | 70.7 | 78.1NNNESE8

Ocean perch, skins on, 10-1b. cello- !

PACIE oo 'c ns waidminiale sni aie s lhiaics aaaiennte [RlOBCEST ] 22 —gg 103-2 128-3 iﬁvg lgg-a;‘

Shrimp, lge. (26-30 count), 5-1b. PKg. .se.sss | Chicago n .78 | 1. 119.6 | 163.5 | 134. i
Canned Fishery 'PrOGUBEES ot ceessscvs s amiaite e et o s e e e L 9745 98.0 98.2 90.L
Salmon, pink, No, 1 tall (16 oz.), 48 cans
PET CASE seesscscsssssssncsssnsonsvasasessenes | Seattle |case|19,70 |19.70" | 104.k4 | 20ASENISIGISININEEES
Tuna, light meat, solid pack, No. % tuna Los
(7 0z.), 48 cans pPer 2a96 sesssssseescsscsness || Angeles " 114.80 |14.80 92.4 92.4 92.4 | 89.5
Sardines (pilchards), Calif., tomato pack,
No. 1 oval (15 0z.), 48 CaNS DET CASE seseesss n U 9.25 | 9,25 | 108.0 | 108.0 | 108.0 | 109.4
Sardines, Maine, keyless oil, No. 4 drawn
(2% oz.); 100 cans per case sccssesessessnsees | UNYOE w | 6.70 | 7.20 | 71.3 | 76.6 | 7SI
1/REPRESENT AVERAGE PRICES FOR ONE DAY (MONDAY OR TUESDAY) DURING THE WEEK IN WHICH THE 15TH OF THE MONTH OCCURS.

sardine prices in Jure this year were lower than in June 1952, but canned tuna prices
were up 3.1 percent. June 1953 canned Maine sardire prices were the same as a year
earlier, The canned fishery products index for Jure 1953 was 1.9 percent below the
same month in 1952 and 0.5 percent lower than in May this year.





