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[VELOPMENTS 
Additions to the Fleet of U. S. Fishing Vessels 

First dOCWllents as fis hing craft were i s sued to 62 vessels of 5 net t.ons and 
over during April 195 3-2 les s than in April 1952 . '.-Jashington led with 12 vessels, 
followed by Louisiana with 8 vessels, and Virginia , Florida east coast, Califor­
nia, and Alaska wi-:,h 6 vessels each, t he Bureau of the Custms reports 0 

lVessels Issued First Documents as Fishing Cr af t . April 1953 and Ccmoarative Data 

Section 
April January-April Total 

1953 1952 1953 1952 1952 
Number Number Nur,1'::>er Number ~unber 

New England .......... 1 2 3 6 30 
'liddle A tl9.ntic ...... 2 3 6 12 26 
Ches Cl peake ........... 6 2 23 19 65 
South Atl antic ....... 10 3 29 29 89 
Gulf ................. 15 13 65 39 161 
Facific .............. 19 18 40 52 203 
Sreat Lakes .......... 3 - 5 4 1'3 
Alas ka ............... 6 23 16 47 88 

Total ........... 62 64 187 208 . 675,_ 
NOTE: VESSELS HAVE BEEN ASSIGNED TO THE VAR IOUS SECTIONS ON THE BASIS OF THEIR HOME PORT. 

Cans--Shipments for Fishery Products, January-May 1953 

tion of canned 
i!2 1952. 

Total s hipments of metal cans for fist. and sea food during 
January~lay 1953 amounted to 33,257 short tons of steel (based on 
the amount of steel cons umed in the manufacture of cans), compared 
to 28,237 short tons shipped during tte same period in 1952. 71":' s 
is based on a J~y 24 r eport issued by the Bureau of the Census o 

Provided a certain percentage of the shi~ents earmarked fo~ 
fish and sea food are not retai ned for inventory purposes, produc­

fishery products during t he first half of 1953 should be higher than 

NOTE: STATISTICS COVER ALL COMMERCIA L AND CAPTIVE PLANTS KNOWN TO BE P~ODUCING METAL rA S. 
REPORTED IN BASE BOXES OF STEEL CONSUMED IN THE MANUFACTURE OF CANS, THE DATA FOR FISHfRY 
~RODUCTS ARE CONVERTED TO TONS OF STEEL BY USING THE FACTOR: 23.0 BASE BOXES or STffl 
LQUAL ONE SHORT TON or STEEL. 

¥ 
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Gulf Fishery Investigations 

"ALASKA" COt,DUCTS BICLOGICAL SURVEY (Cruise 11-3C): A biological survey-pri_ 
mari l y plankton s ampli~g--of the Gulf of Mexico was conducted by the Service's 
Branch of Fishery Biology research vessel Alaska on a cruise completed at Galves­
ton, Texas, on June 11. Periodic surface water samples were also collected. The 
vessel started on this cruise on Hay 27. 'rhe survey was made to determine spawn­
ing areas of various fishes , t o r esolve the distribution pattern of fish larvaeand 
juveniles, and to collect living plankton. 

Being limited primarily to plankt on sampling, the cruise was laid out to in­
clude areas that previously had yiel c.ed t he great es t concentration of plankton, es­
pecially fish eggs and l a rvae; and an ar ea encornpassi!'.g the "humpsll between 30 and 
100 fathoms just north of the 28th parallel in the northwest Gulf. 

Superficial examination of samples obtaine d once again showed a marked decrease 
of plankton outside the 100-fathom contour. 

Salinity and temperature recor ds a long the cruise line were obtained with the 
Foxboro dynalog recorder. Periodic surface wat er sampl e s were taken for subsequent 
inoculation of selected media in an attempt t o culture certain of the smallerplaM­
tonic forms. 

As the shir was under way continually, dip-net f i shing was limited to a few 
hours in port and while at anchor over a 9-fathom s hoa l in the northwest Gulf. No 
noteworthy specimens were captured . 

Trolling with feather and nylon JlgS while under way during daylight hours Vias 
moderately successful . Included in the cat ch were 4 Atlantic blackfin tuna, 38 
little tuna, 2 king mackerel, 9 great b arracuda, and 2 dolphin. From Key West to 
Heald Bank the vessel almost continually encount ered sargas s um weed in scattered 
masses and "streaks," which frequently f ouled t h e lures and probably eliminated 
many potential strikes. 

wlw-- .... -, 

Inte rnational Fishing Boat Congress 
Arouses Con siderable Interest 

Reports f rom the Food and Agr icultur e Or ganization in Rome, sponsors of the 
forthcoming International FishinG Boat Congre ss to be held at the Delano Hotel, 
hiami Beach, Florida, November 16- 20 , 19 53 , i ndica te larger than anticir:--a.tedadvance 
registration for the meeting . Thi s meeting will be held concurrently with the Gulf 
and Caribbean Fishing Institute , s ponsored annually by the }larine Laboratory, Uni­
versity of }liami. 

!';ore than 40 naval architects , fishing-vesse l construction experts, and ot~ers 
interested in fishing- ves sel des ign, have indicated t heir plans to attend the F1Sh­
ing Eoat Congress. 

About 30 technical papers cov eririb a wide variety of vessel problems are draa. 
scheduled for delivery or summarization at the meeting. There will be 3 papers on 
European trawlers; sever al papers on the design and construction of American trawl­
ers, tuna vessels, and small fishir:g craft; and at least 1 paper each on tl:.e modern-
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.zation of fishing boats in Chile, India, and Pakistan. Problems concerning stabil­

.t'l of tuna clippers, the effects of loading on the trjm of trawlers, and selection 
If engines for all types of craft will be pointed up in detail. The economical as­
lects of various types of vessels will be discussed. Papers on new deck gear, and 
lescription of new trawlers for freezing fish at sea are also included. There will 
Ie papers on safety at sea, tank testing techniques, and the owner's viewpoint of 
mat is needed in a fishing vessel. 

For further information regarding the meeting, write to: Food and Agriculture 
Irganization of the United Nations, Viale delle Tenne di Caracalla, Rome, Italy; or 
!ranch of C anmercial Fisheries, Fish and ltlildlife Service, U. S. Department of the 
:nterior, Hashington 25, D. C. 

New England Tuna Explorations 

~==-=~ TUNA EXPLORATION FOR 1953 STARTED: The commercial fishing vessel Mar­
has been chartered for one month by the Service's Branch of CaThuercial 

:"=~t;"o continue the exploratory fishing for New England bluefin tuna vmich was 
ed in the summer of 1951, and followed up in 1952. The charter will be extended 

The Har jorie Parker sailed July 15 from Portland, Haine, on the first cruise 
the 1953 season, and is scheduled to return to that port about July 30. 

The vessel will operate south and 
southeast of Georges Bank,approximately 
25 miles outside of the lOO-fathomcurve 
line on the southernmost edge of the 
bank. A series of long-line fishingop­
erations will b e conducted at selected 
stations near the edge of the Gulf Stream, 
\'fOrkir:g in a northeasterly direction to­

Georges Bank and the Gully betireen Georges and Browns 

An attempt will be made to locate tuna schools and operat e tuna-fishing gear 
er corrunercial fishing conditions in areas considered favorable for tuna concen­

ons. A series of bathythermograph casts "\trill be made at each fishing station 
order to plot t hermocline levels of the region. 

Several types of fishing gear ".vill be operated during the cruise. Redesigned 
~~~ll~~~-T·ype long lines carrying considerably more branch lines and hooks th~the 

Japanese long line will be the principal gear employed •. Surfac.e tro~lh.ne s 
be opera.ted while the vessel is traversing the area. Floatlng drlft-glll and 

nets 'llill be operated Hh en favorable conditions are indicated. Hasthead 
S for schools of tuna will be maintained during daylight hours. 

~ BLUEFIN TUNA CAUGHT BY "HARJORI E PARKER" (Cruise No. JJ: An initial 14-
trip in search of bluefin tuna in the offshore waters from the edge of the ~lf 

south of Georges Bank to the Boon Island, Maine, area in the North Atlantlc 
completed by the schooner l.1ariorie Parker on July 28. The schooner has been 

by the Service's Branch 'Of Commercial Fisheries in order to continue the 
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exploratory fishing for New England bluefin tuna which was initia t ed i n the sumner 
of 1951 . On this cruise the vessel ' s crew also tested long-line fishing gear. 

Early stages of the trip were devoted to exrloring tre water s along the inshore 
edge of the Gulf Stream in an attempt to find bluefin tuna . I 0 tum s chools were 
sighted in the area and a series of long-line sets were unsllccessful . Surface wa­
ter temperatures of fran 710 F . to 740 F . were recorded in t~e vicinity. 

First schools of tuna were observed on the sOlth.'lest part of Georges Bank and 
a set of 10 baskets of long lines , totaling 230 hooks , resulted in a catch of 2 
bluefin tuna averaging 35 pounds (round weight) each . ....dditional sets made i n the 
same general area proved unproductive . 

Fishing operations durin g the l"l.5t two days of the trip in the South ."flannel 
a rea and along the Cape Cod coast near Chatham, hassachuset-Js, were also relat i ve­
ly unsuccessful, and only a few tuna were caught . 

Surface trolling gear was operated during daylight hours . Four tuna ~ere caught 
by this method. 

In contrast with last year's fishing when blue sharks were taken in large num­
bers on practically every long-line set, very fe'll snarks were cau' t on the long 
lines during this trip. 

A total of 15 long-line sets with an aggregate of abou:, 2 , 8 'ndividual hooks 
was opera ted on the cruise. The vessel landed 500 pourrls of bluefin t m . "'he fish 
was frozen and stored for disposal at the end of the season . 

The vessel vms. scheduled to leave on Cruise r o. 2 on uly 30 . Using long lines, 
surface trolling gear , hand lines, and drift-trammel nets, the vesse_ was to fi sh 
for tuna in the Gulf of Laine between F ortland and 1-:t . Desert Island , Gennan Bank, 
Jeffreys Bank , Cashes Ledge,and .orthern idge of Georges Bank . 

North Carolina Studies Effe c t of Heat and Low Water 

on Bay Scallops 

An experiment to determine the effect of heat and low ·.'Tater on Bav scallops in 
North Carolina sounds was started early in June by the Institute of Fisheries Re­
search of the University of North Carolina, the Service I s Fishery ;ar keting Special­
ist in that area reports . The 1952 sturmer season was one of the poorest years for 
bay scallops in the history of the fishery, and t,he I nsti tute is t r yine; to detennine 
if the high temperatures of last June killed the scallops ',men they were exposed at 
10vT tides . In order to check this theory, the researchers have taken a mar ked area 
of shoal water, counted the scallop popu13.tion, marked the scallops wit h indelible 
ink, and then transplanted half the population in deeper waters. In l at,e July and 
early August the two areas of scallops will be compared . If toe resul t s of the e~­
perimer,t show that scallops can be transplanted to deeper water s and mai nt ain thelT 
rate of growth , and that scallops in s hallow waters are harmed by the hot weather, 
then the Institute may recommend t r ansplantinl$ generally if it i s econOOlically feasible. 
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Pacific Seamount Named After a Fish and Wild}l 

Service Exploratory V ss 1 

The name Cobb Seamount for the 18- at h . 
miles 'Hest of l,.'illape. Bay , /asr.ington, was of 
graphj c t:anes on July 21, 1953. 

eak r'ch Ii 
ic' all' 

This seamount was discovered t· r the John ,:. ':0 b on A 
vessel Vias engaged in offshore al acore exrlorat,ior). 
exploratory fishing vessels operated by the l! • .) . 
of COllll7\ercial Fisheries. 

Later the John B. Cobb returned to tte seamount an exrer 
re~lar halibut long-line gear resulted in good catches of r e 
astoies ruberrimus ) on the slopes and led5es of the sea.: ou. t . 
also taken. Attempts at trawling the terraces near the pear: 
d~ged Gear, indicating the area is too rough f or trawlirg . 

The Coast and Geodetic Survey has announced that the 0 

n all future charts of the area. 

Wholesale Prices for Fishery Products, Jun 1 
The usual seas onal spurt in production caused June rice for edi 

products to drop substantially below Nay levels. The edi 1e fish 
(fresh, frozen, and canned) wholesule index for June 1953 was 1 .9 
1.47-h9 average (see table)--lower than hay 1953 by 5.6 percent ad 
1.8 percent. 

Although June average prices 
r' t lS J subgroup rose 0.7 percent over the previous morrt , 
below a year earlier. HigLer prices this Jur.e for West eoas 
han offset the drop in the ex-vessel price of large haddocy. 

tile item ir the subgroup Wi.J.S rriced substar tially elo [ a ~ ar 
fish at t-iew York City which was priced considerably higher. 

Fresh shrimp prices, which had beer. climb~rg steadily s:rc 
ped 26 ~rcent fran May to June this year. Increased prod ct:o 
South Atlantic was the rrincipal cause for the rrice 
~rices were reflected in the June fres processed fish 
6. p€rcent lower than in May but ll.l percent a ov Ju P 

let ~rices remained steady at ,ay levels. but .,.ere loB 
ar 1er. 

3 



28 CC!-]'IERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEtJ 'V OI • r :r,--r;rn--.;.----

While canned t-~aine sardine prices decreased 6. 9 percent f r om Hay to June, all 
other iter.lS included in the canned fishery products ir..dex showed no price fluctua.­
tions. The drop in r-:aine sardines was attributed to the beginning of the new canning 
season, but the pack has been reported s ubstar..tially below 1952. Canned salmonam 

Table 1 - Wholesale Average Prices and rtevised Indexes for Edible Fish and ShellfiSh, 
June 1 IS1 and Com )8risons 

Group, Subgroup, Point of Avg. FricesY Indexes 

and Item Snecification Prici'ng Unit ($) (1947-49 = 100) 

June IMay June May Apr. June 

.................. :::? .. ::::. ¥4~q ffsg~s 1221 l22.? 
ALL FISH AND SHELLFISH (Fresh. Frozen and Canned) Ciii":'Q 167.~ 

Fresh and Frozen FiSh~Y Products: ........................ . ................. . 1:)1 ? 1122 Q~ .J,. lOS,1 
--nra...;n;-D;es5"ed, or ole P'lnflsh: ........................ ... ............. .. q7 . 1 q6 .7 81 8 107:9 

Haddock, large ,off"Sii'O're , drawn, fresh....... Boston lb. .09 .09 87 . 1 90 .l 50.6 102.5 
Halibut, Western, 20/80 Ibs., dressed, 

fresh or f'rozen •••.•••.•••••••.•.•••••••.••• N. Y.C . " .31 . 29 95 . 9 90 . 5 94 .4 102.2 
Salmon, king, Ige. & med., dressed, fresh or 

frozen ...................................... " " .48 .47 108 . 4 104. 5 107 .9 120.9 
Whitefish, mostly Lake Superior , drawn 

(dressed) , fresh .......... ............ ...... Chicago " .36 . 50 88 .0 122 . 7 105 . 3 96 .7 
Whitefish, mostly Lake Erie pound or gill net, 

round, fresh ................................ N.Y.C. " .52 .60 104.l 121 . 3 lOl.l 88.0 
Lake trout, domestiC, mostly No. 1, drawn 

(dressed) , fresh ............................ Chicago " .52 .48 106.5 98 . 1, 79.9 107.8 
Yellow pike, mostly ~~chigan (Lakes Michigan 

& Huron) round fresh •••••••••••••••••••••• N.Y.C. " . 45 .31 105 . 5 72 . 7 51.0 106. 7 
Processed, Fresh '-Fish and Shellfish): .................. ................... 111.9 111. .2 123 . "; WO . 7 

Fillets, haddock, sml. , skins on, 20-lb. tins Boston lb. . 27 . 27 91.9 91.9 sr. 7 93.6 
Shrimp, Ige. (26-30 count) , headless, fresh 
or frozen ............ .... ..................... N.Y. C. " .74 1.00 117 .0 158 .1 137 . 5 °3 .3 

Oysters, shucked, standards .................. Norfolk 
area gal. 4.50 4. 75 111 . , 117 . 5 11'7 . 5 lll . ' 

Processed, Frozen (,Fish and Shellfish: ••.••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 106 . 5 124 . 3 115.J lU4.'J 

Fillets: Flounder~llowtail), skinless, 
10-lb. pkg. ....................... Boston lb. . 31 . 31 108 . 7 lOS.7 115.7 129 .7 

Haddock, sml. , skins on, 10-lb. 
cello- pack ........................ " " .21 .l9 79.0 70 .7 78.1 89 .3 

Ocean perch, skins on, 10-lb. cello-
pack .............................. Gloucester " . 22 . 23 103 . 5 108 . 3 112.0 108.3 

Shrimp ll':e. ( 26-30 count) 5-lb. nk",. ....... Chical':o " . 78 1.06 119 .6 163.5 134.2 °9 . 5 
Canned Fishery Products: ........................................................ 97 .5 98 .0 98.2 99~ 

Salmon, pink, No . 1 tall (16 oz.) , 48 cans 
per case ................................ ....... Seattle case 19.70 19 . 70 104.4 104 . 4 104 .1. 1;)9 .6 

Tuna, light meat, solid pack, No. ra tuna Los 
( 7 oz.) , 48 cans per ~ase .................... Angeles " 14.80 14.80 92.4 92 .4 92 .4 81 .6 

Sardines (pilchards), Calif. , tomato pack , 
No. 1 oval (15 oz.), 48 cans per case ........ " " 9.25 9.25 108 .0 108 .0 108 . 0 109 .4 

Sardines, Maine, keyless oil, No. l drawn 
(3i oz.) 100 cans per case .................. N.Y.C. " 6. 70 7 . 20 71 . 3 76 . 6 79 . 3 71.3 

lIREPRESE NT AVERAGE PR ICES FOR ONE DAY {MONDAY OR TUESDAY} DURING THE 'WEEK IN WH I CH THE ,5TH OF THE MONTH OCCURS. 

sardine prices in June this year were lower than in June 1952, but canned tum prices 
were up 3.1 percent. June 1953 canned Haine sardine prices were the same as a year 
earlier. The canned fishery products index for Jure 1953 was 1.9 percent below the 
same montb in 1952 and 0 .5 percent lower than in Hay this year. 




