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FOREIGN 

International 

NORTH PACIFIC FISHERIES TRZATY RATIFIED: The formal exchange of ratifications 
of thetr"ipartite North Pacific Fisheries Tr eaty took place on June 12 in Tokyo, 
according to word received by t he De partment of State. The treaty entered into 
force on the date of the exchange of r atifications. 

The International Convention for the High Seas Fisheries of the North Pacific 
Ocean was signed t-lay 9,1952, at Tokyo by representatives of the United States,Can
ada, and Japan. The Convention, wh i ch was negotiated at the Tripartite Fisheries 
Conference held at Tokyo in late 1951, marks a further step in the conservation of 
international fisheries in the North Pacific Ocean. Japan now becomes a joint part.
ner with the United States and Canada in coorerative measures to preserve and per
petuate the fish stocks of t he North Pacific. 

ANTARCTIC 1953 WHALE-OU, PRODVCTION AllIOST SOLD OUT: Only about 81,200 short 
tons of Antarctic baleen whale oil, including a small carryover of the 1952 output., 
remained unsold as of mid-May 1953 , r e ports the June 15 Foreign Crops and Markets 
of the U. S. Department of Agricultu re 0 Of this q..tantity, Panama held 44 ,800 tons t 

Disposition of 1953 Antarctic Whale Oil (including small carryover from 
1952) by Country a s of t-lay 14. 1953 

ProdUCing 
Country 

~ni ted Kingdom •• ,. 
~outh Africa ••• , •• 

~OI"Nay •••••••••••• 

Netherlands In. • •••••• 
If1.Ussia ............ 
Argentina ••••••••• { 

~apan ............. { 

Buy er 

Br. Ministry of Food 
Br. Ninistry of Food 
Br. Ministry of Food 
Germany 
Sweden 
France 
Denmark 
Belgiu.'1l 
Netherlands 
Norwegian Hardene r s 
Norwegian Dealers 
Norwegian Dealers 
Netherlands Government 
Domestic 
Argentine Dealers 
Argentine Dealers 
Germany 
Germany 

Quantity 
Purchased 
Short Tons 

81,000 
25,760 
28,000 
23,800 
5,600 
9,520 

11,200 
4,200 

15,680 
25,760 
22,400 
2,800 

18,800 
27,800 
2,240 
4,480 

12,656 
11.334 

Avg. Price Per 
Short Ton 
U~ 

190 0 00 
190.00 
170.00 
175.00-180.00 
175.00 
175.00-180.00 
175.00 
175.00-181.25 
1"5.00-181.25 
175.00 
193.75 
206.25 
193.75 
Not Available 
177 .50 
207.50 
186.25 
186.25 

~rgentina 7,280 tons, and Japan 29,120 tons. However, the bulk of the Japanese ho1d
:ngs probably have been dis pos ed of; negotiations f or the sale of 23,500 tons were 
In process at the time this report was writt en o 
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Unsold quantities were being offered at b78 to baO per long ton (US$19~OO 
per short ton) but buyers were scarce and willing to pay only b70 to b72 (USI175-
$180) • 

The British Ministry of Food purchased the entire British and South African 
production before the 1953 season started at b76 per long ton (US$190 per short 
ton), canpared wi th b90 to bllO (US$225-$275) paid in 1952. Whale-oil prices are 
related to the general fats and oils market which has been weak, at least canplred 
with the previous year. The range of whale-oil prices this year, fran 1,68 to I.83 
(US $170-$207 .50), is somewhat less than last year and is disappointing to whaling 
canpanies in view of higher operating costs. 

WORLD HARINE-OIL PRODUCTION, 1952: Preliminary data indicat e that world pro
duction of marine oils in 1952 is estimated at 950,000 short tons, a decline of about 
5 percent from 1951. The decrease in 1952 occurred in fish and sperm whale oils-in 
contrast to 1951 when production of both these oils was up. The 1952 decline was due 
to ge~erally lower prices and reduced fish landings. Whale-oil output, however, in
creased moderately. Since baleen whaling largely is restricted by international 
regulations, whale-oil output has remained fairly constant in recent years. In 1952 
world trade in fish oils declined about 11 percent. United States exports fell 12 
percent while European trade is believed to have dropped by about a fourth. Indi
cations point to a further decline in marine-oil exports in 1953. 

~ Oil: Horld production of baleen whale oil in 1952 is estimated at 460,000 
short tons as compared with 435,000 tons in 1951 and 545,000 tons in 1935-39 (table 
1). Antarctic pelagic (open sea) production of whale oil, although restricted by 

Table 1 - World Whale-Oil Production by Major 
Produciru: Countries. 1952 with Ccmparisons 

Country 195211 1951 I Average 
1935-39 

•••••• (1,000 short tons) ••••• 
Norway · ............. 192 186 
United Kingdom •••••• 80 79 
Japan ............... 40 29 
Netherlands ......... ·17 17 

Y545 Panama · ............. 18 23 
~nion of South Africa 41 35 
fsoviet Union ........ 27 21 
Others · ............. 45 45 

World total ...... 460 435 545 
It/PREL I M I NARY. 
~BREAKDOWN NOT AVAILABLE. 

interna tional agreement, amount\ 
ad to about 385 ,000 tons in 
1952 or 85 percent of the world 
production . Another 25,OOOto 
was produced frem South Georgia 
shore-station operations. Most 
of the remaining 1952 whale
oil output resulted mainly fran 
minor shore-station activities 
in scattered parts of the world 
including Australia, Norway, 
South Africa , Japan, Canada, 
and Iceland . 

Norway continued as the 
leading producer of whale oil 
in 1952 with some 192, CXXl shor 

. tons, 43 percent of the world 
total and sl~ghtly less than in 1951. The United Kingdom's output of nearly80,000 
tons was the second largest, followed by Japan the Union of South Africa theSone 
Union, Panama, and the Netherlands . The sarne ~umber of expeditions (19) o~erated in 
the Antarctic in 1952 as in the preceding season .. 

A moderate drop in whale-oil production is in prospect for 1953, as Antarctic 
output dropped to 350,800 tons.. The pelagic catch of baleen whales in the 1953se& 
son amounted to 14,855 blue-whale units or more than 1 000 units under the 16,ClOO-i .t "/vVl 
un:- quota estE.blished by international agreement. Norway accounted for about 5,VI-"i 
umts, as compared with 7,151 units in 1952. The yield of whale oil fran Norway's 
catch was reported at 137,800 tons, a drop of almost one-fourth fran the prece~ 
season .. 
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A total of 16 expeditio~s participated in the 1953 Antarctic pelagic season 
3 fewer than last year; and l.ncluded 7 Norwegian, 3 British 2 Japanese and 1 ea'ch 
fran South Africa, the Soviet Union, the Netherlands, and P~nama. The three ex
peditions withdrawn fran service this year were Norwegian. 

Sperm .Q!1: Sperm-oil production in 1952 is est:ir:ated roughly at 80 000 short 
tons, a drop of ore-third f::an 1951 but stili more than twice the avera~e quantity 
produced in the 1945-49 pen.od (table 2). The large output in the past two years 
as compared with preceding 
years is a reflection of 
increased demand stemming 
from the Korean conflict. 
Sperm oil has a strategic 
military value due to its 
non-gumming characteristic 
under high temperatures 0 

Sperm whaling is not sub
ject to the same strict 
international regulations 
that govern the catching 
of baleen whales, although 
sane limitations have been 
introduced. 

Table 2 - Horld Sperm-Oil Production by Major 
Producing Countries, 1952 with Comparisons 

Country 19521/ 1951 I Average 
1935-39 

••••• -(1,000 short tons) ••••• 
Norvray .............. 23 29 
United Kingdom ••••.• 13 10 
Japan ....... ........ 13 9 

2130 Netherlands ......... 3 2 
Union of South Africa 

;Y 
8 10 

Soviet Union ••••••••• 10 13 
Others ...... ........ 10 47 

World total ...... 80 120 30 
J/PRELIMINARY. 
£!UNOFFICIAL ESTIMATE. 
~BREAKDOWN NOT AVAILABLE. 

Nearly 65 percent of 
the estimated 1952 sperm-
oil output, or 51,200 tons, came from the Antarctic. South Georgia shore stations 
produced only 1,200 tons. Ccmplete data are not available regarding production in 
other areas in 1952. However, the large production of sperm oil in 1951 and early 
1952 proved more than sufficient to restore depleted stocks and to meet the increas
ed demand. Thus, the s ubsequent slump in prices is believed to have reduced pro
duction in areas outside the Antarctic to less than half the 71,000 tons produced 
in 1951. 

Norway, as in 1951, was the largest producer of sperm oil with about 25,OOC 
tons or almost 30 percent of the world total. Other principal producers in 1952 
were the United Kingdom, Japan, and the Soviet Union. 

In 1953 production of s perm oil again is expected to d~crease. Returns fran 
expeditions operating during the recent season in the Antarctic indicate a sharp re
duction in sperm-oil production in that area. 

~~: World output of fish oils in 1952, including liver oils, amounted 
to approximately 410,000 short tons (table 3). This is a decrease of 35,000 tons 
from the 1951 record ')ostwar output but almost 50 percent above the 1945-49 aver
age. Most of the 1952 reduction oc~urred in Iceland, Norway, Canada, and the Unit
ed States. 

Output of Norway-the largest of any country in the past two years-dropped 
~out 7 percent in 1952 to 116,000 tons 0 The sharpest drop in 1952, however, w~ 

Iceland where production fell to about one-fifth of the 26,000 tons produced 1.0 

the previous year. Fish-oil output in the United States, excluding ~iver oils! was 
~ii600 tons against 69,200 tons in the previous year. The ~952 ~eclJ.ne was pr:una
Al Y due to the continued small catches of sardines off CaliformB and herri~g off 
2 aska. Canada produced only 12,100 tons of fish oils in 1952 as compared vnth . 
t~~700 t?ns in 1951. Landings of sea fish in Cana~a were ~O percent low~r th~ ill 

preVl.ous year, a reflection of lower prices pal.d for fl.sh by processillg flIms. 
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South African production of fish oils has been inc r easing markedly in recent yea~ 
with output in 1952 reaching almost 24,000 tons . J apan, t he United Kingdan, and 
the Soviet Union also produce substantial quantities of fish oil. 

Table 3 - World Fish-Oil~! Production by Major lrJorld trade in fish oils 
(including liver oils) in 
1952 is e stimated at 120,OCQ 
tons , a decrease of 15,CXX> 
tons f ran 1951 and 11 percent 
below the prewar average. ~ 
ports fram the United States 
of 22,000 t ons were 12 per
cent les s than in 1951 and 
42 percent less than in 1950, 
partly because of decreased 
production. Canadian ship
ments of f i sh oils in 1952 
increased t o 13,400 tons fran 
12,000 tons in 19510 &iro 
trade in fish oils last year 
was around 60 ,000 tons, or 24 
percent bel ow exports in the 
prec eding year. 

Froducing Countries , 1952 with Comparisons 

Country 195~1 1951 Average 
1935-3<; 

••••• (1,000 short tons) ••••• 
United Sta tes ....... 62 71 120 
Norway •••.. . •..••.•• n6 123 40 
I cel and ............. 5 26 1/ 32 
Ja oan •••••....•...•• 24 23 ¥138 
Union of South Africa 24 19 -
United Kingdom ••••••• 20 22 ~O 
Canada .............. 12 24 17 
Others .............. 147 137 113 

world total ••••• 0 410 445 480 
1I1NCLUDES FISH-LIVER OILS. 
Y PRELIM INARY. 
J!AVERA GE 1939-43. 
lIAVERAGE 1936-39 ; INCLUDES IMPORTS FROM JAPANESE TERRI-

TORIES. 

The major exporting co 
tries in Europe are Norvray and normally Icelar;d with smaller quantit i es being ex
ported by the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, and Belgium. Sizable quantities of 
fi sh oils also are exported by Japan, Angola, and the Union of South Africa. Ex
~orts of fish oils in 1953 may decline same from 1952 because fish landings in ilie 
~orth Sea area were reduced by extensive storms. 
NOT E: ABSTRACTED FROM FOREIGN AGRICULTURAL CIRCULAR FFO 18-53 (JUNE 5, 1953 ) ISSUED BY THE 

FORE I G~ AGRICULTURA L SERVI CE, WASHINGTON, D. C. 

NORTHWEST ATLANTIC FISHERIES COMMISSION 

R£PORT OF THIRD M,NUAL NEETING: The Third Annual Meeting of the International 
Commissicn fo r t he l'.o rthwest Atlantic Fisheries convened at New Haven, Conn., on Mal 
25, 1953 . The meeting continued through May 30. A three-dayme eting of the S~
cial Corrmitt ee on the Commission I s research program preceded th~ Canmission meet! 

Excerpts fram the report of the United States Commissioners follow: 
At this third meRti ng, t hp. Commissi on (1) se

lected Halifax, ~ova Scotia, as the site for its 
p rmanent headquarters, (2 ) adopted and provided 
for the initiation of a comprehensive research pro
gram for the Convention Area, ( 3) amended a propos
a~, adopted at its second me eting , for the regula
t~on of the haddock fishery i n Subarea 5, (4 ) con
s1dered and ac ted upon a number of technical and 
proced~ral matters, (5) adopted a budget for the 
fiscal year 1954, (6) decided that its next anr.ual 
meet1ng ~nould be held a t ComrrQssi on headquarters 
beginning on the second Monday in June 1954, and 
(7) elected a Chairman and Vice-chaiman for the 
next blO years. 

A~l ten signatory nations were represented by 
Commissioners . All of t he delegations, except the 
Italian, consisted of Commissioners and Advisors. 
The Food and Agr iculture Organization of the Unitert 
l\ations and the Inter nati onal Council for the Ex
ploration of the Sea were represented by Observers. 

The Officers of the Coomission were Dr. JOM L. Kask, 
:>f the United States, Chairman, and Mr. A. T. A. Dol>
son, of the United Kingdom, ~-chairman. 

Since the bulk of the busi nes s before the Can
mission was conducted during meetings of the twostUP 
'ing COIllr.1.:i t ':.ees , the more important i t ems of the Agen
da are treated in two groups: t hose referred to the 
Canmittee on Research and Stati s tics, and those refe ..... 
red to the Canmi ttee on Finance and Administration. 

The Canmittee on Research a nd Statistics: Pos
sibly the most important work o'fthe Third Annual . 
Neeting was done during four sessi ons of this CaJIIllt
tee. In addition to Items 10 ano 11 of the Agenda, 
wnich were referred to it at the first plenary sessiOll 
of the Ccmnission, the Carmittee had before it a nur 
b~r of problems dea2.ing with the collection ot stat s 
t lCS and several miscellaneous items of a technical 
n~ture • 
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Item 10 - Report of the Spec i a l Ccrrunittee on 
the Coomission's Research Frogram. A re port con
t,&1ning a draft research program was pre pared a nd 
, cul ated to all Cocmi s sioners aft e r the Copen

~~en meeting of the Conuni ttee on Septembe r 26-27 , 
1952. This program was refined and supplemented 
~ring a meetir.gatNew Haven on May 21- 23 , 1953 , and 
sulJnitted to the Canrnission for i ts consideration 
at the first plenary session of the Third Annua l 
~eeting. 

Briefly, the program designates cod, haddoc k , 
redfi sh (ocean perch) , and halitut as t h e four spe
cies of most importance in the Convention Area and 
poses three fundamental questions with respect to 
these species which must be answered i f t he Canmis
sion is to achieve its obj ectives. The questions 
are: 

a. What principal fish stock.s are there , 
where, how divided, and how now used? 

b. How do intensity and method 'o f f ishing 
affect the stocks and the l ong-t enn 
yield? 

c. How are the stocks affected by natural 
factors? 

The program then outlines the work to b e done in 
answeri ng H.ese questions, specifying (1) es s entia l 
records on all fisheries which must be collected 
by all countries, i.e . statistics on ca tc h and ef
fort, and samples of catch for analysis of length 
coorositionj (2 ) essential records to be obtained 
coo peratively , not neces sarily by every c ountry, 
Le" data defining th e stocks and th eir movements, 
data makir.g possible the assessment of the sizes of 
stocks and rates of mortality a nd recruitment, and 
data making possible a detennination of the effects 
of natural factors on a bundance and dis tributions; 
and (3) contributory information t o b e obtained as 
opportunity permits, e.g., measures of basic pro
ductivity which will give the rate of production 
of the organic material on which f i sh ultimately 
depend . The program then describes how the work 
should be coordinated. It is contempl ated that the 
work ~iU be carried out by nati onal research agen-
Cl es 1Il centers far rem oved one fran another If 
it i s to be effective, with no duplicat ion of effort, 
speclal provision must be made fo r pooling the varied 
knowledge and experience, for t h e coor dination of 
the work , and for the development of s ound agreed 
conclusions and reconmendations. ' 

Fl' h The program proposes four measure s to accom
_el~ ~is coordination, Le., (1 ) the establish
~ n 0 three working parties on cod and haddock 
~W~ ( , 
res , ocean perch) and halibut , and hydrography, 
ar.,/~~t~vely, to ~onsist of active research workers 
Research e responSlble to the Standing Gommittee on 
r~t r and Statistics; (2 ) provision of opportu
~s~a~~ wor~ng scientists to make visits to the 
o s statlons and ships of other countries to 

erVe and t· . . 1). prac lce technlques a nd develop ldeas; 
CIa lntenanc t C . . 

to-.1ate re ' e a aUtn.l.SS1on hea dquar ters of an up-
s glSter of scientists e ngaged in the vari-

ora ranches of the Coomission's wor k· and (4) ex-
l1€e, through th . ' r or a e Executlve Secretar y , eac h Decear 

~ I' tt,e ~~oon t hereafter as poss ible, of programs 
cr due OfUl~ year •. ~h~ pro Gram also cont ains a 

lr. i~Ye r.t held actlvlhes in th e Convention Area, 
r ~!.he 01'1. Of. the research f acilit ies available 

~Sslon's work, and a lis t of s cientists 

presently engaged in research in the C 

The Standing Coomittee on Re3earch 
considered this report at its second se 
27 and agreed to transmit it without 

Area. 

Ccmr.ission for approval. The Carmitte also reCall
mended that ~he Canmission ar:prove the ap in 
the Ca:rnittee of three working parties, as au 
in the Canprehensive Research Progr • At 1 s cOnd 
plenary session on May 27. the Commission approv d 
both the Research Program and the sUJ:.pl ertary r 
mendation of the Committee. 

Item II - Report on Haddock Regulations in Sub
area 5 including Revised Research Program and Propos
als for Amendments to Nesh Regulations: At its Sec
ond Annual Meeting, the Commission adopted nd tra 
m.1tted to the t:ember Goverrments for their pproval, 
a proposal for regulation of the haddock fish ry 1 
Subarea 5. Essentially, the proposal NO .:I foro t 
the taking of haddock in Subarea 5 wi th traw ing n ts 
having an average mesh size less than 4! inch II ..men 
measured wet. The proposal ~ accepted by the r. 
ber Goverrments and entered into force on June 1 , 
1953. During the past year, Canadian M.d urn. e!iStatell 
scientists have been testing the effect of the .~cb 

mesh and have, as a result of these te:!ts, co c d 
that the proposal should be amended insofar as 
cifies methods of measuring mesh size. The su 
amendment and a report on research ill Subarea 5 
conducted by the United States were considered 
Committee at its first session on May 2~ an t a-
greed to recommend adoption of the amenanent to th 
Ccmnission. A.t its ::econd plenarJ sessior n ~ 7, 
the Commission adopted the amendment with a minor 
change in wording proposed bv the Umt d Stat II 

amendment adopted by the Ccmnission foll. 

. ..... Delete Paragraph 1 of the Ccmn.is51or s 
and substitute the following: 

"That the Contracting -:;Over:n.ents ta 
ate action to prohibit the takln of hadd 
grammus aeglefinus) in Sut- rea 5 by pers 
their iurisdiction with a trawl net h3ving a 
less than four and one-hill J.IK es ..nen ured 
after use, or hav'ng ames'! s... ryb -
fore use less than the equ va ent 
inches wet measurement after use. 
of this proposal, the four ar.d one-h 
when measured wet after use shal.1. ~ 

a. 

b. In any ~rt of the 
end, the avera 
each mesh In a.r. 
utlve meshes, II 

ten meshes frcm 
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ea and a thickness of three t h i rty
s econds of an inch, inser ted i nt o 
the meshes under a pressure of not 
less than t en nor more than f ift een 
pounds. 

Consideration of Statistics: The Carmlt t e e had 
before it several papers pr epared by the Secretari
at dealing with the collection of statistics f rom 
Contracting Governments. Generally speaking, these 
papers reviewed the several aspects of the sys.~ 
for the collection of statistics established a t prt>
vious meetings of the Commission , pointed out defi
ciencies, and suggested means of improving the sys
tem. The Committee studied the recommendations ot 
the Secretariat and adopted certain of them for trans 
mittal to the Commission, deferring action on others 
to the future. At its second and third plenary s es
sions on May 27 and 29, the COOIllission acceJ:ted the 
recommendations of the Cammittee. 

Publications: The Committee agreed to recom
mend to the COOlIllission through the Committee onFi
nance and Administration, that the Ccmnission' s pub
lications be established in two series, one a sta
tistical bulletin and the other anr~al proceedings 
to contain the report of the Commission together 
with scientific papers specially prepared for the 
annual meeting. 

The Committee on Finance and Administration: 
A number of items on-the Agend;-;ere referred to 
this Committee, but the most significant were: 

Item 5 - Review of Panel Nembership: The Com
mittee was presented with a paper reviewing panel 
membership as accepted at the Second Annual t:eeting 
and indicating the desires of France and Italy for 
membership on Panels I, II, III, and IV, and Portu
gal's desire for membership on Panels I, III, and 
IV. The Committee was infcrared verbally by the Cem
missioner from Portugal that his government desired 
membership on Panel II also. After reviewing these 
requests in accordance with Article IV, 2 of the 
Convention, the Committee agreed to recOOlDlend to the 
Commission that it approve Panel memberships as list
ed. The Commission accepted this recommendation at 
the third plenary session. 

Publications: The Committee received a report 
from the Committee on Research and Statistics rec-

amnending that the CCllllliBslon ' a publ1 catiolll be in 
two aeries and, arte r heari ng the opi niOlll or the 
Cha i rman of the latter Canndtte'! , agreed to rec:ca
mend its ac ceptance to the Ccmnias l on with the un
der s tandi ng t hat s pe d 1 papers llli ght be separate
l y published on the reccxnmenf1a tion or the Chainaan 
of the Canmittee on Research and StatisticI and tn, 
r;xecuti ve Sec ret.a r y and tile a~proval of the C~I_ 
sion. This rec oorne nd'l ti on s adopted by the Cca
mission at its thi r d ple nary aeas on . 

The Panels: Tile Int.erna t ional Convention for 
the NOrth---;tAtlantic F1lIhe rie~ provides for t he 
est blishment. of f~nl! f o r eac n or the Su~eu 
of the Convention '\rea , ":Iic h Panels shall be re-
s ponsible for kee ng uo:1er review t.he fisheriea 
of the Subareas and the IIC cntHi c a o:rt.her infor
mation r elating th'lret.o . Prior t o the ~hird AMual 
Meeting, four Panels had t ee n or g rdzed . France 
and Italy , haviOi; ratified th e Conventbn do.u1ng 
the past year, th fift.h P nel , Panel II , was or-
g nized at the Tnird Annu 1 .eet i ng . Each of the 
Panelll met. at ea.,t once durine the current meetin 
":ith the exception of Pa nel II , each heard report.'! 
on the stat.us of the fisher es in i t.s SLlbarea and 
explanatioM of the research to conduct.ed dur ing 
the caning ytl The me ting of Panel II WI!.8 organ
izational only . In Panels IV and 'I alone did the 
condition of the f1:lheries rrant 8IlY action other 
than the coor dination of r esearch . Panel IV heard 
a report p~5ent.ed by Canadian sc1ent1:lts tIhleh in
dicated a decrease in the abundance of cod in the 
Subarea and a cons1 era le deatr etion of sall had
dock at sea . Concerned .nth this evi1ence of deple
tion, the Panel appointed a c ttee of scientists , 
similar to that. previous ly organized by Panel V, to 
maintain a close waten er these fisher ies and re
port. to the Panel at future meeting:! . Panel V con
sidered and adopted fo r rec~ndat.ion to t he CaD
mission the amenanent..s to the haddock regulat i on 
proposed by the United States . 

Election of Chai!1l)an and Vice~hai nll&ll: At i t s 
final plenary sesdon on May )0, the CCJlI!Iission e
lected Mr . Stewart Sa t.es, Commissioner frail Canada, 
Chairman to succeed Dr. J . L. Y.&.3k , and C(J!III8Ilder 
Tavares de Almeida, CCII1llissioner f ran Portugal, Vic 
Chairman to succeed Y.r. A. T. A. Dobson. 

Recommendations of Committee on 
mission: Some of the-more pertinent 
in accepting the Final Repor t of the 

Statistics 

Research and Statistics Adopted £l ~ ~ 
r ecommendations Which the Commission ado~ 
Committee on Research and Statistics follo 

1. That all Contracting Governments be reque st -
ed to make those observations on the changes in weight
of fish from the fresh round state to the various 
processed states which seem, in consultation with 
the Commission's Statistician, to be neces sary to 
obtain accurate statistics . 

2. That the Contracting Governments be r eques t 
ed to submit statistics in terma of fish i n the s t ate 
in which they are first weighed and t o provide the 
Commission with the converslon factors necessary to 
calculate the fr esh r ound weights. 

3. That , i n view of the usef ulness of such in
f~rmation, the ?ar ti cipating Governments re portst&
tlstics of l andlngs to t he Commission according to 
commercial size categories already in use by the i n
dustry and report annually t he definition of such 
categories of fish s izes . 

4 . Tha t the part i cipating GoverlJllllnts .be re-
h quested to re J:ort in s '.llllllary f0 11l1 i nf o!1llAtlon ont 

numbers of v essels of various t.ypes and sizes ris 
ing in the Convent i on Area during each year ~dthl! 
to prov ide t he bas is f or classification of f]Shing 
vessels, e a ch Government report the name, ~sto 
nage, hors e power, a nd type of fishing gear for eac 
ves s el fi shi ng in the ConV'ention Area in 1953 .. •• 

6. Tha t in order to provide inclices of rela~ 
, ·tbere-tive a bundance, the Ccmuiss i on Secretan.a 

quest ed t o arrange for the collection of more re-s 
fined f i shing effort data for representative type 
of vessels and methods of fishing. 

7 . That t he participating Governments be ret~: 
~d to compile their s tatis t ics of catches and 1 

i ng effort on a monthly basis •••• 
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Research Reports 

1 That the present practice of obtaining sum-
ies' of research. by countries for publication in 

:r Anlllal Report be continued for the time being, 
bU~ that there also be included in the Annual Report 
a brief summary of research by subareas, prepared 
by the Executive Secretary •••• 

Sampling, Tagging, and :'lanning of Hydrographic 
and BiolOglcal Research 

1. That the Canmission approve of the instruc
tions for sampling iTlcorporated in the First Report 
of the Subconmittee on Cod and Haddock for the guid
ance of research pers onnel in this fi eld. 

2. That the Corrunission request participating 
G~ernments to take responsibility for the collec
tion of tags taken by their fishermen, with infor
mation concerning the recaptures; for the payment 
of rewards for these tags; and for the exchange of 
full information concerning each tagging. 

3. That the Ccnunission instruct the Executive 
Secretary to prepare and distribute posters, in each 
language used by the member nations, with illustra
t,ions of the types of marks used, a statement con
cerning the purpose of tagging, a request for spe
cific information about each recapture, and details 
of the relvard. 

4. That further research on cod in Subarea 1 
proceed mainly on three lines: (a) the relation to 

tsnperature, (b) the identity of stocks, and (0) til 
correct measurement of mortality. 

5. That the Ccmnission approve the",c nd _ 
tions regarding redfish research set forth in th 
Report of the Subccm:nittee on ROOfish and Halibut. 

6. That the Ccmnission adopt the draft progr 
of hydrograJilic research drawn up by the Hydro Jf\
ic Subc~ttee at the Second Annual MePting of he 
Ccm:nisslon as a satisfactory mininun for the present 
and request participating Goverrnents to make avaU
able to the C<mnission, as soon as possible, th p
propriate temperature salinity sections with brief 
reports on them. 

7. That, since the C<mnission's hydrographic 
problems are not circumscribed by the Commission's 
area boundaries, consideration must be given in the 
C<mnission's research programs to the water move
ments (a) to the east of Greenland, (b) to tre es~ 
of Ireland , and (c) through the Florida Straits. 

8. That the European countries, and the United 
Kingdom in particular, be requested to undertake 
section approximately fran the swthwest of Ireland 
to a position about 510 N. lat., ,1 0 W. long., to a 
depth of 500 m. and in some stations to at least 
l,CXXl m. 

9. That during their travels members of the 
Secretariat be asked to discuss witt. the various 
countries how best to avoid unnecessary duplication 
of hydrographic effort. 

Ratificatior,s: The Executive Secretary announced ratification of the Conven
tion since the Second Annual Meeting by Portugal on July 19, 1952, Italy on Au
gust 19, 1952, and France on January 27, 1953. Allten signatoryGovernments (Can
ada, Denmark France, Iceland, Italy, Norway, Portugal, Spain, United Kirgdom, '
nited States) have now ratified the Convention and have become members of the Com
mission. 
NOTE: ALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, JUNE 1953, PP. 42-43; APRIL 1953, P. 37. 

NORTH EUROPEAN OVERFISHING COMMISSION 

PERMANENT Cmll'HSSION HOLDS FIRST MEETING: At the first meeting of the Perma
nent Commission of the Overfishing Convention held in London on May 5, 1953, de -
egates attended from all the signatory countries--Belgium, Denmark, France, Ie -
l~d, Irish Republic, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Spain, Sw Qen, 
~d the United Kingdom. An observer from Western Germany was also present, a tJ.a. 
~ U. S. Embassy dispatch from London states. 

The meeting lasted a week and the emphasis was largely upon organizat~ al 
~d financial arrangements whereby the Commission could be put upon a working a
S15. It was decided to establish the office of the Commission in london. 

Among other matters considered during the meetings: rules of p 0 ed re ere 
adopted; arrangements were approved for submitting a budget to the vario s ern-
ments concerned; agreement was reached on the need to collaoorate with other in
ternational fiSheries organizations' the scope of the Commission'S field f ~ 
was discussed; some statements were' put forward by several delegatio 5 dealing 
var' fu lOUS problems of conservation and arrangements were made for the r 
of the problems in consultation :nth the International Council for the Ex. lora 
of the Sea, in preparation for the next meeting of the Commission "hie 5 to 
held in London next November. 
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The Icelandic-British dispute on Iceland ' s territorial waters was brought up 
The British Minister of State when answering a question in the House of Commons 
on Nay 20, stated: " ••• Her Majesty's Government have themselves taken the initi
ative in raising in the Permanent Commission under the Overfishing Convention the 
question of conservation of fish stocks in the neighbourhood of Iceland. At the 
first meeting of the Commission early this month all member countries, including, 
of course Iceland, agreed that the International Council for the Exploration of 
the Sea should be asked to study the fisheries in northern waters generally, ~_ 
eluding those in the neighbourhood of Icel~d, and to give t~e Commission their 
advice. While this action does not bear dlrectly upon the dlspute , I hope, none 
theless, that it will prove a useful and helpful step in this unfortunate situation.' 

The next meeting of the Permanent Commission of the Overfi shing Convention 
will take place in November. 
NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES ~, APRIL 1953, PP. 35-36 . 

FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION 

FISHERIES DEVELOPMENT PROBLEMS IN LATIN AMERICA : A review of the fisheries 
development problems in Latin America is included in a study prepared by the Fo 
and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations at the request of the UN Eco
nomic Commission for Latin America. The review points out that Lat i n America as 
a whole has shown steady progress in the development of its fisherie s since the 
end of World War II. A summary of the salient points of the report follows: 

The report shows that certain limited areas of 
Chile , Brazil, Peru, Venezuela, and Mexico already 
have the nuclei of large fishery industries , includ
ing secondary processing industries like freezing 
and cannin~. In general, however, it states, the 
industr y is still at an elementary stage of economic 
development where primitive techniques and small
scale production prevail. 

The study, "Present status and Prospectives of 
the Fishery Industry in Latin America," was preJE.red 
by Jorge d'Alarcao, an FAO fisheries economist. It 
is based largely on unpublished reports of FAOtech
nical assistance experts working in the region and 
on the reports of the FAO Fisheries Regional Office 
for Latin America. 

Statistical tables appended to the report rep
resent an initial effort to correlate the data a
vailable in national publications in a simpler form 
for interpretation of the region's problem, FAO 
points out. 

The report states: "Developing the fisheries 
industry to its full capacity is a process that calls 
for well-developed business management in handling 
and trade, and tecrnological standards which only a 
highly developed economic structure can normally 
support." Per capita income has to be high enough 
to provide a consumers' market, and the economic 
structure has to be able to permit a higher labor 
productivity than is customarily found in underde
veloped countries. 

As large-scale mechanization is very expensive 
FAO experts feel that it should not take place in ' 
Latin America before mass demand has been secured. 
But sound policies of small-scale mechanization on 
t~e basis of existing types of craft and gear , par_ 
tlcularly when combined with social and credit 
sch?mes for the benefit of small producers in the 
reglon, can result in a substantial rise in labor 
productivity. 

Cooperatives have proved very effective in thi 
respect in Brazil, ~exico, British Guiana, and cer
tain Caribbean countries . The Brazilian law, for 
example, requires that fish ermen belong to societie 
which must have a minimum of 150 members. These 
societies levy a 3-percent tax on the catch, out of 
which certain services are provided. These include 
education, medical care, and loans for financing the 
purchase of boats and gear. 

Advanced methods of fish processing have COlli

paratively minor importance in the economy of the 
industry, except in a few industrial centers in 
Chile, Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela. 

A freezing industry has developed in Mexicoan 
Peru largely because of a steady demand for shrimp, 
tuna, and tuna-like products in the United states 
market. But in Mexico , where almost all frozen 
shrimp is exported to the United States, the plants 
do not normally work at full capacity owing to lack 
of raw material; but the resources could be more in 
tensively exploited. In Peru , where vessels with 
refrigeration facilities and shore freezing plants 
can freeze 460 metric tons and store 6,6fYJ me~ric 
tons of fish a day, the domestic consumption 15 00 

about 200 metric tons a year. Total annual landing 
were 105,550 metric tons in 1951. Ten percent of 
this was frozen , mostly for export, well below the 
freezing capacity . 

The author comments: "This situation illUS
trates how far the freezing industry still is fro 
its main role of stabilizing the volume of supplies 
in the domestic fresh fi~h market with the result 
of increased demand for fish on the basis of apric 
structure much less sensitive t c seasonal fluctua
tion than that of fresh fish." 

Curing is the most important form of fish proC 
essing in Latin America, and sales of cured fish.ar 
second only to those of fresh fish on the domestlc 
markets. However, in general, except in Argentina, 
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Ch'le and Peru, the technological methods are prim
it~ve: and the product low in grade. 

canning is one' of the most industrialized sec
t rs of the fishing industry in the entire region, 
;rticular ly in Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, 
Peru and Venezuela where local products have been 
cOll~ting successfully with foreign products since 
the War. Mexico, Peru, and Venezuela have evensuc
ceeded in entering the international trade in canned 
fish products which before the War was monopolized 
by such traditional world suppl~ers as Norway, Por
tugal, Spain, Japan, and the Uruted States, 

However, effective production for canning in 
Peru in 1951 was less than 17 percent of the capa
city of the present industrial setup. Swift estab
lishment of such a capacity is an impressive a
chievement, but the author suggests that it needs 
to be backed up on a regional basis. Internation
ally-recognized quality standards for the product 
and the can must be established, and a cheaper and 
more reliable supply of tin plate must be found be
fore possible domestic and foreign markets can be 
fully exploited. 

Food production in Latin America has not kept 
up with population growth since the War, but the in
crease in fisheries production has been well ahead 
of the birth rate. The value of the increase is, 
however, lessened by the fact that it is so unevenly 
spread geographically. Chile, southern Brazil, Peru, 
Venezuela, and Mexico contribute more than 80 per
cent of the total landings in the region, whi le 1 5 
other countries with analogous marine resources con
tribute less than 20 percent. 

The findings of FAO's experts indicate: "Among 
the many factors which are hampering the growth of 
fisheries productiop in these underdeveloped areas, 
the limitations imposed by the peculiar economic and 
social structure predominate. Lack of reasonable 
marketing organization and an efficient transport 
system to handle perishable foodstuffs, high costs 
of distribution, and deficiency in purchasing power 
in the lower-income brackets of the population un
doubtedly are the main reason for the low levels of 
productivity observed." 

Governments and the fishery industries now re
alize that expanded domestic market outlets are 
needed for rational economic development of 'fisher
ies, and are taJdng steps to build up such outlets. 

, Annual per-capita consumption of fish for the 
~eglOn ranges from 0.1 kilogram (~ pound) in British 
onduras to 15.8 kilograms (35 pounds) in Venezuela, 

and most of this consumption takes place in the 
coastal areas and in the large urban centers near 
~~e coast. This is a very low per-capita consump
,lon Compared with that in fish-producing countries 
~n Europe. It becomes lower when figures are broken 

own to show consumption of processed fish. 

fiean Th~ author reports that this is "a very signi
biliti lndication of the fact that the many possi-

di es observed in industrialized countries for 
versifyin d' , in rd g an l.IDproving preserved fl.sh products 

th 0 er to attract consumer preference and raise 
ed e general level of consumption have so far remain

unfulfilled in the region. n 

st Such improvements as more hygienic handling and 
orage of fish on board, wider use of ice at sea 

and during transportat i on and ret a i l ing, and more 
attractive presentation of fishery products could 
eliminate most of the checks on consumer demand al
though one very important check would still re~in. 
That check i s the high retail price. Better market
ing and storage organization and the elimination of 
unproductive links between fishermen and consumers 
would help drive down prices and permit low-income 
groups to buy f ish. 

An illust ration of the growth of the Latin 
Amer i can fi sheries is provided by foreign trade sta
tistics. The t otal value of exports for the region 
(21 countr ies ) r ose from approximately US$5 million 
in 1938 t o US$55 million in 1950, an increase in 
nominal value of 1,000 percent. This figure, while 
represent ing only 0.8 percent of the total exports 
f rom the r egion, still exceeds that of many other 
primary and secondary industries, and is a definite 
contribution to the regional trade balance. 

However, the study indicates that trade re
strictions, particularly in the United States, have 
meant that post-1950 export figures are SUbstanti
a lly lower, and prospects of any significant expan
sion of foreign markets are not very bright. The 
more industrialized countries--Mexico, Chile, and 
Feru, for example--built up industries with a capa
city beyond that of their domestic markets in reply 
to steady foreign demand during the hungry postwar 
years. Investment rose from insignificant prewar 
levels to nearly US$40 million. As early as 1951 
these countries had reached a very critical situa
tion with regard to the disposal of their surpluses. 
Expansion of the domestic market seems to be the 
only rational approach to the problem of rescuing 
the industry from its present situation. 

In spite of problems of local surpluses, the 
great need over the whole area, including thosecoun
tries which have already developed productive nuclei 
of industrialized fisheries, is for increased sup
plies of cheap, good-quality fish for human consump
tion. The FAO Second World Food Survey, published 
in November 1952, says that a 26 percent increase 
in the gross supplies of fish over recent Latin 
American levels is necessary to meet immediate tar
gets of improvements of nutritional standards inthe 
region. 

The spectacular expansion in a few centers in 
Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Peru, and Ven6zuela compares 
favorably with the highest rates of increase of pro
duction anywhere in the world. The author states: 
"This may indicate that, given the right social and 
industrial structure for a well-balanced fisheries 
development, the region has larg~ possib~lities for 
the economic exploitation of marl.ne and mland re
sources which, although capab~e of yielding four or 
f i ve times the actual productl.on of the area, are 
at present largely unproductive." 

The main economic causes of the low level of 
fish production in the region ar: (1) low,produ:
tivity per fisherman, (2) defectl.ve technl.ques m 
marketing and transportation, (3) consumer prefer
ence for other foodstuffs, (4) the ava~lab~lity, of 
other sources of food supplies competitl.ve l.n prl.ce 
and nutritional value with fishery products and, 
(5) principally, the inadequate purchasing ~wer,of 
the lower-income groups of the populat~on. ,wartl.me 
food shortages at home and abroad proVl.ded l.ncen
tive s for the capital investment which led to la:ge 

and successful industrial exploitation of fisherl.es 
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resources in a fev areas of Latin America. There 
is still an incentive to much greater capital in
vestment, by the governments, private sections of 
the economy, or by foreign investment in all 21 
Latin American countries. That incentive is the 

large potential domestic market, which will beCQIIe 

an active consumers' market with steady t1ah sup
plies at stable prices and, above all, with ilIprove_ 
ments in processing , transport, and sanitary d1s~r1-
bution. 

Australia 

Australian Canned Fish Pack, 
Species 1952 

Lbs. 
Australian salmon 3,608,452 
Barracouta •••••• 2,430,543 
Tl.ma •••••••••••• 244,384 
Whitebait ••••••• 70,730 
Other ........... 600 1 619 

Total ••••••••• 6~",-728 

1951-52 
1951 
Lbs. 

2,839,721 
3,110,453 

198,087 
50,577 

312.618 
16 511.456 

CANNED FISH PACK, 1:.2,2: Australian 
canned fish production in 1952 totaled 
6,954,728 pounds, a 6 .8 percent increase 
from the 1951 production of 6,511,456pound 
reports the April 1953 Fisheries Newslette 
an Australian trade magazine. Australian 
salmon (Arripis trutta) was the leading 
species canned and comprised 52 percent of 
the total; followed by barracouta (Leionur\ 
atun), 35 percent. 

PROGRESS ON FISHERIES NEGOTIATIOl\S dITH JAPAN: The Australian Minister of 
Commerce and Agriculture on May 13 issuecta statement on the progress of negotia
tions with Japan for an agreement on fisheries, a May 15 U. S. Consular dispatch 
from Canberra states. Excerpts of the statement follow: 

"Negotiations which began in Canberra on April 13 with representatives of t 
Japanese Government have now reached a stage where broad agreement has been reac 
on the necessity for control and conservation of pearl-shell fisheries in waters 
adjacent to Australia. Detailed discussions are now proceeding on the methods b 
which such control and conservation should be carried out. 

"Questions tmder discussion include sizes and quantiti es of products to be 
taken, the designation of closed or open seasons, the designation of prohibited 
areas, and the prohibition of specific catching methods or gear. 

" ••• In view of the stage which discussions have now reached, and the assuran 
of the Japanese Government that the operations of the (pearl-shell) fleet will b 
managed in such a way as not to prejudice a successful conclusion to the negotia 
tions now in progress, the Australian Government has not sought a further post~ 
ment." 

-,,-)" . . ....... 

. . 

Canada 

BRlNE-FREEZlNG OF FISH AT SEA: Investigations of brine-freezing of fish at 
sea are being conducted at the Pacific Fisheries Experimental Station (of the fi 
eries Research Board of Canada) at Vancouver, B. C., reports the April 1953 !rail 
~, a Canadian Department of Fisheries pUblication. 

Brine.freezing fish at sea has not previously been investigated in Canada,a 
though it 15 the oldest known method of artificially fre ezing fish and is used t 
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a considerable extent in fish freezing. The aim of th 
to find a method of applying brine freezing suitable for co 
Columbia coast with regard to species, type of vessel, and 
fish are marketed. 

The work accomplished to date has been with the ap ratu 
figure 1. The brine used is an eutectic solution of sodi ch 
one containing 23.3 percent sodium chloride by weight--wh· ch 
a homogeneous material (eutectic ice) without preliminary s r 
water ice (as from a weaker brine) or solid salt (as from a str 
o~rating sequence consists of first cooling the brine to i s fr 
freezing a considerable quantity of eutectic ice onto the ev por 
is then immersed in the brine and frozen. The circulating purn 
out and maintains the brine temperature at -60 F. exce t or 
the fish is first introduced. There are several reasons for fr 
the coils: (1) it permits cooling the brine to its freezing po 

conventional brine coolers som mar n 0 

be left to avoid freezing and plu in 
Freon 12 (2) it provides a reserve of refrig ration 

APPARATUS USED IN BRINE 
,REEZING FISH AT SEA EX
PER I HENTS. 

the rise of brine temperature when t f h 
troduced and gives up heat at a rate ex:ceeo 
city of the small condensing unit; and 
condensing unit to operate in p riods 0 

load, providing refrigeration in th for 
ice, for future use. 

Considerable work has been done 
tent of salt penetration into he f sh to 

it is a serious detriment to brine freezing species likely 
Columbia. Three possible adverse effects are: (1) acqu·r 
taste; (2) impairment of a glaze that may be applied af er fr e 
otion of rancidity. Table 1 shows typical analyses for salt in 

of fish. 

The variation in skin salt content recorded is probab y u 
the fish were all rinsed in fresh water irmnediately after r 
he ring brine. However, it can be seen that the salt content 0 

layer under the skin is well below the generally accepted 
which is usually taken 
at 1 percent. Glazes 
on brine-frozen fish 
hich had been rinsed 

~b1e 1 - Typical Analyses for 3alt 1 
COl h 

after freezing appeared Species 
to be as good as those 
on air-frozen control 
SIJlples. This is being Spring salIoon 1.29 
e.xaainedfurther in stor- Chum salIoon. 6 . 29 
age tests since it has Cod .•.• 3 . 37 

repo rted to be a L::.::::::.&.-.:::.=.:::..-.:..:...::....:-L.-....:::..:...:::..:-...l-_--:;..;...;:..;O"-

st serious drawback to brine freezing of fish. 
s t or the high storage temperatures prevalent in e 

a co rcially tried in the British Columbi co 8 al 
being carried out on brine-frozen samples in 

a ~ acceleration in the effects of rancidity. 

Attempts are being made to f' nd ~ 
has an effect on reducing salt 

fr ezin 
ne ratio 
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be accounted for by the speed of freezi ng. A theory has been offered that if fish 
is immersed in a brine and the br ine held at its freezing point, no salt penetra
tion can occur since the removal of salt from the bri ne would reduce its concen_ 
tration and hel.ce raise its freezing point . This would in turn freeze the brine 
and stop the action. Freezing at the exact eutect ic-freezi ng point cannot be ac
complished,but it may be that freezing in close proximit y to the eutectic-rreez~g 
point will retard salt penetration . Result s of t est s i ndi cate this is true, but 
they are not as yet conclusive . 

If brine freezing proves practical, it could provide a ve ry compact and ef
ficient freezing system for small craft. FQr example, a tank 16 by 30 by 36 inche 
operated by a 5-hp. condensing unit could freeze 100 pounds of fish per hour. 
Little structural alteration would be needed and the condensing unit would require 
few automatic controls and would operate With a minimum of attention . 

***** 
GOVERNMENT ADOPTS INSURANCE PLAN FOR FISHERMEN: A plan to assist fishermen 

against abnormal capital losses wa;-agreed upon by the Canadian Parliament on 
May 14, reports a May 15 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Ottawa. An i tem covering 
this plan was approved in the expenditure estimates for the Canadian Department 
of Fisheries for the fiscal year beginning April 1, 1952 . The i tem reads •••• 

"To authorize and provide for the establishment of one or more special ac
counts in the consolidated revenue fund for the purposes of a plan to be known as 
the fishermen's indemnity and loan plan, to be administered i n accordance with 
regulations of t he governor in council, for the purpose of assisting fishermen to 
meet abnormal capital losses; and to authorize payment from the accounts in the 
current and subsequent fiscal years, in accordance with the regulations of indem
nities, loans and administrative expenses, the accounts to be credited with all 
amounts received by way of premiums, recoveries and repayments, and with advances 
to the said accounts in accordance with the regulations , such advances not at ~ 
time to exceed, C$250,OOO." 

The Minister of Fisheries stated that the protection scheme will cover the 
five Atlantic Provinces and British Columbia, but will not be extended to the 
Prairie fishermen for the first year. He stated further : "We propose to offer t , 
the fisherman, by July 1 of this year, or a s soon as the administrative details 
can be worked out, the opportunity to insure his boat and its fixed equipment-
that is the engine--up to a maximum val ue of C$7 , 500 f or a premium of one percen 
of the appraised value. In cases of t otal loss, t here will be an indemnity of 
percent of the appraised value. In cases of seri ous damage--damage of over 30~ 
cent of the appraised value--there will be an indemni ty of 85 percent of the arno 
by which the repair bills are in excess of the 30 percent minimum. '.'ie are having 
to include in t his scheme the same deductible amount , t o cover minor damage, as ~ 
common with automobile insurance." 

In addition to this plan, the Canadi an Government will also instigate a p 
to insure lobster traps on an experimental basis . This will be the start of a 
far-reaching gear-insurance program if such a pl an i s found feasible. The Gove 
ment proposes to offer to the l obster fishermen commencing with the opening of 
the fall season on August 10 in t he Northumberl~d Strait area the opportunity ' 
securing partial coverage f or lobster traps at a premium of C$7.50 per 100 traps 
for,the legal fishing s eason g The premium will be C$15.00 each for two seasons 
a s~ngle season of six months. Some areas have ~nly a single two-months' season 
and will have a premium rate of C$7.50 per 100 traps. In areas with 2 two-month 
seasons or a six-mont hs' season, the premium will be C$15.00 per 100 traps. 



July 1953 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 47 

The normal annual loss on lobster traps through wear and tear is about 25 
percent. The fi~hermen wi~ hav: to take responsibility for the first 25 percent 
loss and there Wlll be an lndemm.ty of C$1.50 for each trap lost in excess of 25 
percent. For example, a fisherman with 200 traps will pay a premium of C$15.00 
for the regular two-months' season, and he will receive C$l. 50 for each trap lost 
in excess of 50, which would be his normal wear and tear on 200 traps for a short 
season. 

***** 
NEWFOUNDLAND FISHERY SUBSIDIES AND ASSISTANCE: The Province of Newfoundland 

this fiscal year will receive C$2,631;000 from Canada as fishery assistance money 
a ~~y 18 U. S. consular dispatch from St. John's reports. Of this sum, C$1,250,oOo 
is a special grant for Newfoundland's "take-over" of the Island's bait services. 
The Premier stated that the operation of the Island's bait centers has resulted 
in an average loss of C$177 ,000 a year for the past 3 years. Newfoundland will 
also receive from Canada a supplementary C$l,OOO,OOO for technical services to 
fishermen and the fisheries. In turn, Newfoundland will provide C$1,400,000 for 
the current fiscal year. 

Also, the Newfoundland Assembly early in May voted C$40,OOO to be paid to 
fishermen for equipment damaged by storms in the fall of 1952. 

It is reported that C$50 million might be spent by the Federal and Provincial 
Governments in modernizing the Island' s fisheries. The program has not been fully 
revealed. A St • . John's newspaper (The Daily News) reports that the Provincial 
Government proposes to use the facilities of a large st. John's fishery firm in 
the evolution of its new policy. 

NEWFOUNDLAND TAKES OVER BAIT DEPOTS: The Premier of Canada announced in April 
that the Province' would take Over all bait depots from the Federal Government, and 
these depots will be made centers for integrated fishing operations. It is believed 
there are 21 such depots in Newfoundland. A st. John's fishery firm will operate 
these centers and the bait service under a 20-year lease. They will supply facil
ities for fish driers, natural flakes, refrigeration, and processors of fresh and 
salted fish. Operations will expand progressively and will eventually result in 
a centralized fishery operating around mechanized plants, handling fresh, frozen, 
and salted fish. 

Ceylon 

CANADA TO SUPPLY FISHING TRAWLERS: Under the Colombo Plan, Canada will sup
ply C~ with two 44-foot British Columbia-type trawlers and also will,recon~ition 
for, Ceylon a 145-foot trawler purchased in the United Kingdom. Canadlans Wlll 
tra::-n,Ceylonese in the use of the vessels and gear, reports the February, 1953 Indo-
4C1f1:.£ Fisheries Council Current Affairs Bulletin issued by the FAO RegJ.onal Of
flee at Bangkok, Thailand. Specially designed for service in waters ~ff the c?ast 
of Ceylon, the British Columbia vessels will be powered with 80-hp. Dlesel englnes 
and prOvided with equipment including fathometer, radio, and fishing gear. 

e ,Arrangements are a lso being made to supply Ceylon with a moder~ fish r~frig
:at1on plant with fish-freezing fish- and ice-storage, and mechanlcal-drYlng fa

c::-lities. A pilot fish-canning ~lant for experimental processing of different spe
C1es and a mechanical salt-fish drier will also be provided. 
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CEY LONESE HAND-POWERED FISHING BOAT. 

Colombia 

IMPORT RESTRICTIONS LIFTED FROM CERTAIN FISHERY PRODUCTS: An additional 
of fishery products have been exempted from Colombian import restrictions, 
a May 7 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Bogota. Decree 988 of April 16, 1953, adds 
the following f ishery products items to the list of imports permitted with 
certificates under Decree 18)0: 

Tariff Item Description 

20 Fish: salted, dried, or smoked only. (May not be packed in 
tins, jars, crocks, or other hermetically sealed 
Includes dried codfish.) 

211/ Cr~staceans and molluscs, fresh, even though boiled or 
a) Lobsters, spiny lobsters, sea or river crabs, shrimps 
other crustaceans. 
b) Oysters, mussels, snails, and other molluscs. 

·iJ"7.W:-;;H-;;E:';:R:::E~S:::':U7.B~C:-;-L-:-A:::':SS::-I:-:F:-:-I-::C-;-AT=-:-:1 O~N~S~A ~E SPEC I FI EO ONLY THE SPEC I FI C SUB CLASS I FI CAT IONS ARE INCLUDED 
WITH IN THE SCOPE OF THIS uECREE. 
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Description 

Caviar and other prepared or preserved fish eggs similar to 
caviar. 

Crustaceans or molluscs, prepared or preserved different fr 
those included in Item 21. (Includes those ~repared 0 h r 
than by simple salting or boiling and those in hennetically 
sealed containers.) 

Egypt 

9 

UNITED STATES-EGYPrIAN TECHNICAL COOPERATION AGREEMENT INCLUDES FISHERIES 
PROGRAM: The governments of the United States and Egypt on May 21 signed an a r 
ment for a cooperative technical program in Egypt in the fields of agricultur , 
forestry, and fisheries, reports a May 29 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Cairo. h 
program will be financed equally by both governments--the U. S. through J n 30, 
1953, will contribute US$769,OOO, plus fUnds to pay salaries and other exp n e 
of the technical mission. The U. S. Technical Cooperation Administration 11 
~ish a group of technicians and specialists to collaborate in carrying out th 
program. Funds needed for subsequent years to carry out the program from June 30, 
1953, through December 31, 1960, will be determined or agreed upon later. Thie 
agreement was made under the General Agreement for Technical Cooperation sign d 
by the two governments on May 5,1951. 

The objectives of this program are: (1) to facilitate the develo entofth 
economy of Egypt in the fields of agriculture, forestry, and fisheries throu 
cooperative action on the part of the two governments; (2) to stornulate and in
crease the interchange between the two countries of knowledge, skills, and tech
niques in these fields; and (3) to promote and strengthen understanding d goo 
will between the people of Egypt and the United states of America. 

This cooperative program will include, to the extent that the partie from 
time to time agree upon in specific project agreements, activities of the ollo 0-

ing types: (1) stUdies of the needs of Egypt in the fiel 5 of gricultur, fo -
estry, and fisheries and the resources available to meet s ch need; (2) the for
mulation and continuous adaptation of a program to help meet such needs; and 
the initiation and administration of activities in thp. fiplds of agricult , for
estry and fisheries, such as research a nd experimentation, and extension s rvl.C 
to ~ze adoption by the people of Egypt of the proven re5ult of r s reh d 
demonstration, the maximizing of product ion, and the best utilization of rod cts· 
(4) related training activities both inside and outside Egypt; and oth r pro ct5 
within the scope of the agreement. 

In the field of fisheries this program may consist of proje ts 
bring about the fuller exploitation of existing and the development of ne r 
and fresh-water fishery resources, propagation of fish, and ireprov d utilizati n 
practices. 
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Iceland 

STOCKFISH: A Reykjavik exporter of stockfish recently returned from a ~
vey trip todest Africa, reports a May 15 U. S. Legation dispatch from Reykjavik. 
The exporter reported good marketing pluspects for Icelandic stockfish in Nigeria 
with a possibility for developing a market in the Gold Coast , which now imports 
its stockfish from Portugal. 

The 1952 proQuction of stockfish in Iceland was 41,720 bales , or 1,857 metri 
tons, which was sold for 16.3 million Icelandic kronur (US$l million) . 

TRAWLERS TO LAND.AT BRITISH PORTS AGAIN: Representatives of the Union of 
Icelandic Trawler Owners visited London in May and signed an agreement with a 
British businessman covering the sale of iced fish . The resumption of fish land
lngs by Icelandic trawlers at British ports is to begin in August, and the trips 
will be sold to this man at a fixed price not yet announced. The number oftrawle 
catches to be purchased has not yet been agreed upon, but it was stated in the 
press that it was likely to be between 2 and 5 trips per week. Unconfirmed re
ports in the Danish press were quoted by an Icelandic paper to the effect that 
some of this fish will be re-exported to North America, India, and Africa. 

Japan 

NKd CANNED TUNA EXPORT PRICES: New and higher prices for Japanese canned 
tuna for export were recently announced by the Tokyo Canned Tuna Sales Compa~, 
the principal firm selling canned tuna to Japanese exporters for shipment toUnitE 
States importers, reports a Kay 12 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Tokyo. The new 
prices as compared with Japanese Government check prices (floor prices) are liste 
~n the following table. 

Jananese Canned Tuna Exoort Prices to U. Sa Imoortel"s 
Cans Net New Prices.:!:! Govt. Price~ 

Product Per Contents 
Case Per Can 

Light-meat tuna 
(Skipjack of yellowfin): 

48 3.5 oz. 

Fancy 48 7 oz. · ......... ............. 48 13 oz. 
12 4.4 Ibs. 

Flake · ............. ......... 48 7 oz. 
!white-meat tuna 

(Albacore) : 48 3.5 oz. 

Fancy A 48 7 oz. ......... ............ 48 13 oz. 
12 4.4 Ibs. 

Flake · .......... ............ 48 7 oz. 
lIF.O.B. JAPAN: 2-PERCENT COMMISSION FOR BROKERS INCLUDED. 
VF.O.B. JAPAN. 

In In In In 
Brine Oil Brine Oil 
••• (Price Per Case uSJT •.. 

5.35 5.45 lj 4.80 
8.60 8.70 7.90 

15.70 15.90 } 14.00 
18.50 18.70 JJ 15.80 
6.90 7.00 6.90 ~.OO 

5.70 5.80 ~ 
5.30 

9.60 9.70 8.80 
17.40 17.60 ~ 

15.60 
20.40 20.60 17.60 
7.70 7.80 7.70 7.80 

dlNO G~,VERNMEN~, CHECK PR I CES FOR BETTER GRADES CANNED IN BR I NE. 
~ND FANCY B CANNED IN BRINE WERE ELIMINATED IN APRIL 1953. 

fI " CHECK PR I CES ON FANCY A 
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The new prices represent an increase of 30 to 60 U. S. cents per case on 
so~ items as compared to the company's previous price. The deci s i on t o ra ise 
prices may have been influenced by increased competition between exporters and 
c~ers for the round tuna landed by the fishermen. Ex-vessel prices for round 
tuna have been gradually increasing for the past several months. United States 
packers have maintained a brisk demand for frozen tuna from Japan . Also according 
to some Japanese sources, United States importers of Japanese canned tuna have 
shown steady interest for some time. 

During the Japanese 1952 fiscal year (April 1, 1952, to March 31, 1953), he 
Japanese Government limited exports to canned tuna to the United States to a quota 
of 1,120,000 cases. The Government has not yet announced its policy on the expor
tation of tuna (canned or frozen ) for the fiscal year 1953 . 

TUNA EXPORTERS COMPETE FOR RAW PRODUCT: J apanese exporters of canned tuna 
and exporters of frozen tuna are in keen competi tion for the purchase of tuna from 

EAST 
CH I NA SEA 

SE.A OF 
<1A f>AN 

the fishing vessels, an 
April 27 U. S. Embassy dis
patch from Tokyo reveals. 
The canners are buying tuna 
a\ more ports; previously 
they bought tuna mostly at 
the main ports such asYaizu 
and Misaki. Ex-vesselprices 
for albacore, the leading 
export item, averaged +480 
per kan (16 U. S. cents per 
pound) in April as compared 
with ¥450 per kan (15 u. S. 
cents per pound) in January 
and February. The canners 
recently announced an in
crease in the price of canned 

tuna, f.o.b. Japan, claiming it was necessary to help offset the increased ex-ves
sel prices. 

Yellowfin, the second leading tuna export item, is scarce with seasonal ro
duction depending on the mothership operations in equatorial waters that at und r 
way in May. Some producers and exporters of f r ozen tuna are urEing the Japanes 
Go~ernment to either set a separate quota f or yellowfin or no quota at all. mhe 
pOlot out that yellowfin tuna is produced only in the sumrrer months. Under re e t 
de~d for tuna, the yearly quota could be filled, 0 largely so, eve before th 
yellowfin fleet lands its first fish i n l at e sunmer. 

In general, the Japanese tuna industr: expects a continued bris~ deman 
frozen tuna and to a relatively lesser extent f or canned,tuna f?r Un~ted 
buyers. Japanese producers will thus benefit from r elatlvely h~gh ex-vess ~ 

** * ** 
t CANNERS MEET: A convention of Japanese canners was held at ~ 
e~ of the caIDring industry, on May 8, accor ding to a recent State 
f~· Attendance included canners and bottl ers of all types 0 prod 
rUlt, vegetables ) . Resolutions included: 

or 
5 

rices. 
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(1) that efforts be made to attain an annual production goal ot 
15 000 000 cases of all products, of which 8 , 000 , 000 cases are intended , , . 
for export and 7,000,000 cases for domestic con5umpt~on; 

(2) that efforts be made to acquire tin plate fo r cans at a lower 
cost; 

(3) that better coordination be achieved between pr oduction and 
sales activities; 

(4) that study be made of the financial problems of the industry 
and means for their solution; 

(5) that efforts be made to secure a reduction in the United States 
tariff on canned tuna; 

(6) that import duties on materials for canning be abolished; 

(7) that campaigns be undertaken to promote greater sales athome 
and abroad; and 

(8) that the Food Sanitation Law be revised for more pract ical 
adaptability to the canning and bottling industry . 

"* "* "*"* "* 
l-10THERSHIP-TUNA EXPEDITIONS TO PACIFIC EQUATORIAL ({ATERS IN 1lli: One ofth 

largest Japanese fishing firms will send a mothership-tuna fleet t o Paci fic equa 
torial waters in the near future, a May 29 U. S. Embassy dispatch from Tokyo re
ports. This company has engaged in mothership-tuna expeditions each year since 
1950. 

Comparison of the proposed 1953 fleet with the same company's operations in 
1952 is as follows: 

Item 1951 1952 
t-fothership ••••••••.• 1 -~ .MaI.:u(1l.224 ,lU'OSS tons) Same ves sel 

~atcher boats ••••• •• 
30 - (ranging. from 60 to 240gross 29 (avera in 135 gross 
tons--averag~ng 130 gross tons t ) g g 
each) ons 

r . 
~arr1ers .•........•. 

2 - Banshu Maru No • .2.2. (1,000 2 - Taiyo Maru No. ~(49 
gross tons~d Banshu Maru gros s ton;;-and Taizo 
No. 37 (1,000 gross tons) Maru No. ~ 

~eriod of Operation • Estimated early June to mid-
June 22 to August 25 September 

!Fishing grounds ..... EasterlY of Solomon Islands Same 
r;atch: Estimated Lbs. Actual Lbs. 

Yellowfin tuna •••• - 6,514,084 
Other tuna •••••••• - 862,774 
Other fish •••••••• - 2.810.597 

Total ....••... e . • 12 .400 .000 10.187.455 -
A second large Japanese fishing company, which has also participated in pre· 

vious operations, has not announced if it wi ll oper at e a fleet in equatorial wa 
in 1953 ; one of its mot her s hi p-type vessels, Settsu Maru, was lost in AntarctiC 
whaling last winter . 
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One other ~apanese fleet.is defini~ely scheduled t o engage in mothership 
tuna fishing thl.S swnmer. Thl.s. fleet W1.11 be he~ded by the mothership Saipan, re
cently purchased from a U. S. fl.rm. Operators W1.11 be a newly organized firm. 
Make up of the Saipan fleet is not yet fully known. I t is expected to sail for 
the fishing grounds in July and will fish primarily f or ye llowfin tuna. 

***** 

g. ~. FREEZERSHIP. BOU~HT FOR TUNA MOTHERSHIP : The freezership Saipan, pur
chased by a Japanese fl.rm l.n October 1952 from a United states firm, is expected 
to make three expeditions to southern waters as a tuna- fleet mothership, starting 
July 1. All of the yellowfin tuna taken i n these operations are scheduled for 
delivery to the former owner in the United states , according to a Japanese news 
report (Nippon Suisan, June 4). The Saipan will carry six 10-ton catcr.er boats 
which are expected to make 81 trips and produce 1,300 metric tons of tuna. The 
three cruises will be completed by the spri ng of 1954. 

The Japanese firm purchased the Sai pan for US$430,000. The firm obtained 
US$2l0,OOO in foreign exchange from the American Bank, US$170,000 from its own 
funds, and the u5$50,000 balance with a 6-months' note. 

Plans call for using the Saipan in the North Pacific salmon fishery in 1954. 

***** 

GOVERNMENT TO FINANCE TUNA VESSEL CONSTRUCTION: Plans for the financing of 
fishery development in 1953 by the Japanese Fisheries Agency and the Development 
Bank include the construction of 15 large tuna boats, reports the Japanese press 
(~Suisan Shimbun, June 11). Included are 1 vessel in the 200-ton class, 8 
in the 300-ton class, 1 in the 320-ton clas s, and 1 in the 350-ton class. The 
total cost will be US$3,257,000 of which US$1,548,600 will be sought from the De
velopment Bank. 

** * ** 

FISHERIES COLLEGE USES DEEP-SEA TRAINING SHIP: The vessel Umitaka Maru (750 
tons), attached to the Tokyo Fisheries College, sailed from Tokyo on Junebfor 
the first deep-sea training cruise in 14 years. The cruise will take 3 months, 
and 32 students of the College's Department of Fishing are aboard, according to 
the Japanese press (Nippon Suisan Shimbun, June 11). 

The voyage will take in Bristol Bay and Dutch Harbor in the Aleutians for crab 
and salmon; and Hawaii the Solomons and New Guinea for tuna fishing. The students 
·11 ' , 

Wl train with Loran, radar, and sonic fish detectors. 

* **** 

p . ~ORTH PACIFIC SALMON EXPEDITION ~ FOR 122l: Plans for the Japanese North 
aClflc salmon expedition call for t hree fleets. The expedition includes 3 factory-

Catch Goal by Species for Japanese 1953 Salmon Expedition to the North Pacific 
Fleet Sockeye or Red Salmon Chum (keta) Salmon Pink Salmon Total 

il'enyo ....................... . (Number of Fish) ........................ 
~eisei'" ..•• 698,400 369,600 776,000 2, 044 , (XX) 

~ike ..... 0 662,400 625,600 736,000 2,024,000 

..... Totai 00. 0 •• 464.400 438.600 516,000 1.419,000 
..... 1.825.200 1. 633~800 2.028.000 5.487.(XX) 
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(Kaiko iI.aru to eisei '1aru, and Tenyo Maru No • .}) , 85 drift-net catchers of 
70 gross to~s each, and 13 attached car r i er boats. In addition , 8 chute 

fi shing boats will be used by theGov 
• II • 

~ _~1-,,-0· ___ ...l1!.2' :"'---~~-----=-i:lr~----'"",\ ernment f or research purposes. Thes 

, 

L. 

\.i 5 5 R 

BERI N G SEA 

~. ''''<>·o-·~'''' ~~ ... ~ ... ,,0' t:=/' 

..:J 
PACIFIC OCEAN 

research shi ps will engage in explo 
atory fi shing i n addition to other 
assignments. The expedition was 
scheduled to sail on April 30,repor 
aU . S. Embassy dispatch from Tokyo. 
The expedition i s expected to return 
to Japan i n l ate August. 

APPRO MATE AREA (AREA ENCLOSED WITH DIAGONAL
LINED STIPPLING) OF OPERATIONS FOR PLANNED 

The catch t ar get for 1953 is a 
proximately 5,500,000 salmon, compa 
with a catch of 2 ,102,787 fish in 19 
An estimated 40, 000 cases of canned 
salmon will be processed aboard the 
mothership Meisei Maru from its cat 
target of 2,024 ,000 fish, while the 
remainder of the catch will be froz 
While the number (three) of mother
ships is the same as in 1952, two a 
considerably larger. Only 50 catch 
boats were used by the 1952 expedit 

g~ JAPANE5E MOTHERSHIP-TYPE SALMON FISHING 
IN THE NORTH PACIF C. 

Area of operations: (lat. 480 

long . 1560 E. ) , (lat. 480 N. longitudinal line passing the west point of Atka I 
.l.and), (lat. 55 0 N. long. 1750 E.), (lat. 55 0 N. long. 1700 E. ), (lat. 53°)0' N 
long. 1700 E . ), (lat. 530 30' N. long. 1630 E.), and (lat. 480 N. long. 1560 E.). 

The position of the factoryships in their operations will be more than 50 
w~les from the above stated lines and the coast lines of islands lying within 

wEE COMMj?C AL F 15HERIES REVIEW, APRIL 1953, PP. 50- 51 . 

***** 

TH ACIFIC SALMON FLEETS REPORT GOOD CATCHES: The t hr ee Japanese Nort 
acific salmon fleets reached their destination ( 100 miles south of Kiska, 500)0 

on :ay 10, repo!"ts the l-JaY 14 Nippon Suisan Shimbun , a Japanese trade 

rations by the motherships Umisachi Maru and Tenyo lI.aru No • .1 th 
r v ous n ght had produced catch rates of 2.5 fish per shackle. The order wa 

s ed to begin fishing , and by 7:00 a.m. on May 10 more than 100 vessels 
nets in the water. Hauling of the nets began on May 11 , and c~tches war 

he hi hest take by anyone boat was about 750 fish. 

15 the three orth Pacific salmon fleets were operating suc: esS 
v c of 5()O N., 1770 E., the May 21 Nippon Suisan Shimbun reported. 

average catch rate was 1.66 fish per shackle of gear , with signs that 
r tes were im rov!n. One fleet, with 39 catcher boat s operating, had t 

of 36,599 salmon- the second fleet, with 36 catchers , had a total of J 
he catch of the third fleet with 27 boats, was 29 ,275 salmon. The 
th y ar, the Taiyo Maru No. 18, left the fishing grounds for TokyO 

h 148,860 pol ds of fish. The weather was reported to be worsening, 
nds nd sno flurries. 

***** 
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NORTH PACIFIC CRAB EXPEDITION REPORTS FISHING BELOW EXPECTATIONS: The first 
Japanese North Pacific crab fishing operation s i nce V'lorld war II began fishing on 
April 20, reports the. Nippon. Suisan Shimbun of May 14, a Japanese trade journal. 
On May 5 the mothershlp Tokel Maru was at 550 N., 1630 W. in the Bering Sea. A 
total of 277 trawl hauls had been made and 12 ,520 crabs were caught. Tangle nets 
set totaled 19,391 shackles, with 11,734 shackle s hauled, for a total catch of 
39,338 crabs. The pack was 2,528 cases of fi r st -grade and 579 cases of third
grade crab meat. 

The fishing grounds seem to have suffered a change since forffier times; re
sults have not been up to expectations because over a wide area tanner crabs are 
preventing the increase of the king crabs. Despite all efforts, trawling success 
has been below expectations. The southern part of the fishing area, which form
erly was good grounds, now gives catche s of around 100 tanner crabs per shackle 
of net. The expedition reported that i t was scouting for better grounds. 

As of May 15 the mothership was at 560 23' N., 1610 47' {I., and had packed an 
additional 1,830 cases. A total of 30 ,097 crabs was taken with tangle nets and 
2,486 by trawling, reports the May 21 Nippon Suisan Shimbun. 

NORTH PACIFIC WHALING EXPEDITION, 1953: The Japanese whaling expedition to 
the North Pacific departed Japan on May 10, states a May 19 U. S. Embassy dispatch 
from Tokyo. It will be the second s uch expedition in the postwar period; the first 
was in 1952. A comparison of t he 195~ and 1953 expeditions follows: 

1953 1952 
Fleet: 
Factoryships .. ... ... .... (Baikal Maru, 1 

4,744gross tons) 
Catcher boats ... .... .... 4 4 
Carriers ....... .. .... ... 13 8 
Tankers · .. ........... ... 2 1 
Period on whaling grounds May 20-Sept. 30 July 20-Sept. 20 

Target Actual 
~: (No. ) (No. ) 
Blue ................. ... 70 55 
Fin .......... .. .... ..... 420 213 
Humpback ...... ...... .. .. 70 37 
Sei .............. .. ..... 40 14 

Total · .......... ...... 600 319 
Estimate Actual 

PrOducts: . . . . . . (~etric Tons) ...... 
Whale oil .......... .... . 4,091 2,313 
Blubber and meat ... ... .. 8,898 5,118 
Other 211 104 ............. ..... . 

Total · ............ .. .. 13.200 7 535 
High seas north Same as in 1953 
of lat. 460 N. Especially in 

Area of Operation ... ... . in the North Pa- vicinity of -- cific,including 53°30' N. lat. , 
the Berin£ Sea • 1580 0' E. long. 

. Operation of the expedition in 1953 will be jointly by the same two companies 
as In 1952. 

** *** 
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TRAWLER FLEET REDUCED TO CURTAIL COASTAL OVERFISHING: As part or the pro
gram to curta~erfishing-rn the coastal waters of Japan, the Japanese Fisher
i es Agency is continuing i t s effort to reduce the number of small and medluatrawl 
ers. The coast al waters account for approximately 85 percent of Japan's total 
annual fish production of about 4.5 million metric tons, reports an April )0 dis
patch from the U. S . Embassy at Tokyo. This is a 5-year plan that commenced in 
November 1951, t o r educe the fleet from 35,000 boats of 98,000 gross tons to 
28,000 boats of 68 , 000 gross tons. 

Boats already withdr awn from service have been sunk or converted to le8s
crowded fisheries, fis h carrier s , or common cargo transports. Owners or the fish 
ing boats are compensated by the Japane se Government in a ccordance with a fixed 
formula. Financial assistance is extended t o help t he se operators convert to 
other fisheries or act ivities . 

Reductions to date have been: 233 boats in 1951 and 2,127 in 1952. The 
planned reduction in 1953 is for an addi tional 1,224 boats. This will bring the 
total reduction by the end of this year to 3, 584 boats or 51 percent of the 7,000 
boats to be withdrawn during the 5-y~ar per iod . 

** *** 

INTEREST IN NEGOTIATING INTER ATIO Ai FISHERIES AGREE:E TS: Inasmuch as fis 
eries in overseas areas furnish a significant sour ce of export i ncome, there is 
considerable interest in negotiating international fisheri es agreements , a May 2 
U. S. Embassy r eport from Tokyo states . 

The Tripartite Fisheries Treaty with Canada and the United States has been 
consummated. Attention novi is being directed to negotiations ',olith the Republic 
of Korea concerning the controversial issue of fishing grounds in the East China 
Sea; and with Australia with regard to pearl-shell fishing in the Arafura Sea, 
tuna fishing in equatorial and South Pacific waters. 

Favorable reception is being accorded request s from Sou heast Asian countr' 
for technical assistance in the development of their fi sheries, on condition th 
mutually advantageous agreements can be concluded . 

** * ** 

SARDINE INDUSTRY, 19~1-52 AND OUTLOOK FOR 122l: Canning: The production 
canned sardines (seasoned in Japan during 1951 amounted to 213,893 actual case 

Japanese Canned Sardine Pack. 1951 ( see table ) , states a 1-'18y 8 U. S. 
Embassy dispatch from Tokyo. The 
t otal 1951 sardine catch was about 
billion pounds, of which 60 miilio 
pounds (or 4 percent) were used f 
canning. The total sardine catch 
1952 was about 1 .4 billion pounds, 
data on the amount used for cann' 
are not yet available. 

Type of Net 
Can Contents 

Seasoned: 
No.4 12-7/8 oz. 
No.6 6-1/6 oz. 
OvalNo. 1, 12-1/3 oz. 
OvalNo. 3, 5-5/6 0z. 
OvalNo. 3, 5-5/6 oz. 
Other types 

and sizes -
Total • . -

No. of Cans 
t o Case 

No . 
48 
96 
48 
96 
48 

-
-

Total Ac -
tual Cases 

No. 
28,805 
40,192 
53,969 
53,088 
18,985 

18.854 
211 S93 

The principal sardine-cannin 
season is from October to March. 

, , The production goal for cann 
sardlnes In 1953 planned by the Japanese Fisheries Agency is as follows: into 
sauce 750,000; in oil 30,000; and seasoned 40,000; a total of 820,000 cases. 
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Heal and Oil: The Japanese meal and oil n ustry 
of ~e;--in 1951--5.3 percent of the to al c tch. 

Exports: A total of 601,469 actual cas 5 of c 
from Japan in 1952--544,062 cases in tomato s 
seasoned. Hong Kong was the largest receiv r 
followed by Africa (129,592 cases), Singapore 
ca 85). The oval No. 1 can, packed 48 to the 
ot.a1 sardine export s • 

Thelatest price of canned sardines for a case of 48 o. ov 
oz. net weight) is US$8.50-9.00 per case, f.o.b. Japan. 

No sardines were exported to the United Stat s 
shipped to Hawaii. However, about 20 , 000 case s hav 
Stat.es during the first four months of 1953. 

The Japanese Ministry of International Trade and Indu 
ned sardine exports in 1953 of 700,000 actual cas s--6 
nd 100,000 cases of other style packs. 

***** 
PEARL-SHELL EXPEDITION SAILS FOR ARAFURA SEA: Th 

shell expedition to the Arafura Seasailed 
Kay 29 u. S. Embassy dispatch from Tokyo. 
rumounced publicly that the expedit ion had been authoriz 
ing a broad agreement with Australia on pearl fl.shin 
country. Sailing was originally scheduled for e rly March, 
Japanese Government during the fishery talks with Austr li 
The problem of pearl-shell fishing in 1953 was given s ci 1 
n se news items (Nippon Times and inichi , May 15), indic 
erra have been centered mainly on "control and cons rvation 
o definite agreement has been reported on other consi t 

closed seasons, prohibited areas, or bans on certain 
fl hinge 

Details on the Japanese expedition are as rollo 

1 mothership, Ebisu Maru (196 gross ton 
1 carrier (not yet selected) 
25 diver boats (45 to 80 gr05 to 
2 patrol boats to supervise fishin 
No.5 (197 gross tons), Shl.n 0 _______ • __ 

gross tons) 
Sailing date, May 14, 1953 
Return date, December 23, 1953 
Catch target, 1,250 metric tons 
Fishing grounds "on the high se 
area bounded by t follo 

1250 E. longitude - 500 s. 
1250 E. longitude - 30 S. 
1370 E. longitude - 130 s. 
1370 E. long 'tude - 50 s. 
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Mexic o 

GUAYMAS SHRIMP FISHERY, APRIL l222: The most interesting development in the 
shrimp industry at Guaymas in April was a new plan discussed by producers, U. S. 
importers, and the Mexican Government. This project would eventually have most 
of the Mexican west coast shrimp production handled through a single distributor 
in the United States, providing that such an operation woul d not violate United 
States anti-trust laws. 

Most of th~ Guaymas shrimp-boat operators operating out of Salina Cruz, 
Oaxaca, have returned to Guaymas, and the boats will head northward. The catch 
was quite good for most operators at Sa+ina Cruz, and is report ed to have saved 
several from going out of business. The high price. of shrimp i n the UnitedState 
aided these producers. 

Another plan reportedly under discussion to assist the boat operators would 
have the U. S. importers advance 80 percent of the agreed price on landing of the 
catch, and the remaining 20 percent on delivery. However, of t he remaining 20 
percent, more than half would be absorbed by handling, freight, and dist r ibution 
costs, so that the Mexican shrimp operators would only have to wait for 7 or 8 
percent of the price. 

Shrimp men are reported optimistic about the prospects of the coming season t 

fishing out of Guaymas. Fishing has been good in the estuaries t his season, and 
oased on past experience that means good fishing in open waters t he following sea 
son, a Hay 5 U. S. consular dispatch from Guaymas reports. 

***** 
MAZATLAN SHRIMP FISHERY TRENDS, APRIL ll2l: The Mazatlan shrimp industry 

was bolstered considerably during April by the discovery of shrimp beds close by 
a May 10 U. S. consular dispatch from Mazatlan reports. Boats fishing near the 
Creston breakwater brought in from 3 to 4 metric tons on each t rip. Shrimp is 
also reported to have appeared in fairly good quantities in the Altata and El 
Castillo Bays in northern Sinaloa. The shrimp from this area was the brown vari 
ety with a green vein. It sells for a lower price than the lighter colored shr 

Another factor which favorably influenced the industry was t he recent U. S. 
price increase. 

Mazatlan shrimp export s for March and April were as follows: 

Month 

April 
March 

.......... .. 

............ 

1953 
Lbs. 

680,933 
454,198 

~(W 
~ 

Netherlands 

1952 
Lbs. 

291,766 
550,491 

. ~HALE-OIL PRODUCTION, 1953: The Netherlands t only 1953 Antarctic whaling e 
pedltlon produced 16,965 tons of whale oil during the 74- day s eason which ended 
on March 16, compared with 15,500 tons in 64 days during 1952. The total output 
had been sold in advance to the Netherlands Government at Fl . 817 (US$215) perl 
ton, reports the May 23 Foreign Trade, a Canadian Department of Trade and Commer. 
publication. 
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New Zealand 

SPINY-LOBSTER FISHING REGULATIONS CHANGED: The minirrrum size at hich s iny 
lobster-tCrayfish) can be legally taken has been increased from 9 inches to 10 
inches by the New Zealand Government' s revised regulations, s tates the harch 1 5 
Australian Fisheries Newsletter. In addition, the taking of female spiny lobster 
showing external eggs is prohibited ; t he practice of de-tai ling s piny lobst rs a 
sea and throwing the remainder overboa rd has been restricted to the more inacc 8-

sible grounds in the southern part of the South Island. 

Because of the phenomenal increase in spiny-lobster fishing, the r·:inis er of 
Marine stated that it was necessary to adopt measures which would insure that s 0 

would not be unduly depleted. 

New Zealand exports of s piny lobsters (mostly tails ) have increased from 
263,760 pounds in 1947 to 1,837 ,584 pounds in 1951. 

Nicaragua 

GOVERNMENT SIGNS FISHERIES CONTRACT WITH U. S. FIRM: The Nicaraguan ~overn
ment and a Chicago, Ill., fishery firm signed a-10:year f isheries contract allowing 
the U. S. firm to operate in Nica r agua's jurisdicti ona l waters, a June 2 I. S. 
Ell\bassy dispatch from Managua points out. The contract was published in the offi
cial gazette (La Gaceta) of May 28, and was the f irst contract of its kind to e 0 

published. The contract was signed for Nicaragua by t he Minis ter of Public Works 
and Development, but final decisions on fisherie s concessions still must be ren e ed 
by the President of Nicaragua. The Minister stat ed t hat this contract can serv 
as a pattern f or future part i es interested in t he. f i sheries in Nicaragua' s ~u i5-
dictional waters. 

Highlights of the contract, reflecting Nicar a guan policy on fore~gn priv 
~vestment, are set forth in the following provisions: 

(a) During the first six years of its ten-year contract, the U. S. company 
aut horized to import duty-free and exempt of customs surchprges, its traw e , 
engines, machinery, replacement parts, tools, and miscellaneous equipment n eded 
for t he operation, on sea and land, in the country; no exemrtion is granted or 
payment of other taxes or levies. 

(b) Paragraph II, Item ( f ) provides that in a ccordance with Article 
Basic Foreign Exchange Law of November 9 1950, the U. S. investor report 
Issue Department of the National Bank th; amount of its foreign capital 
so that the bank can authorize remittances in t he same currency 

(c) The U. S. company i s r e quired to sell 5 percent of its productio 
Ni caragua at a price not t o exceed 25 percent over production cost • 

. ~d) Skilled workers brought to Nicaragua by t he foreign investor mus 
pollhcal views that concord with those of nations wi th which & icaragu ~ 
friendly international relations. 

(e) The U. S. company a gr ee s to pay the governrr,ent of lcara a 
~~ort ton (20 quintals ) of shrimp , shelli'ish, or f ish exported, ayre 
lmo~thly. In return, the U. S . company is exempted f rom the . fore~gn xc 

Ulatlon requiring the sale of its foreign exchange to the at onal Ban • 
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(f) Commercial arbitration is the means prescribed for the adjustment ot 
trade differences. The U. S. company specifically is enjoined from recourse to 
diplomatic missions for settlement of any difficulties. The latter action con
stitutes grounds for cancellation of the concession. 

(g) The contract may be transferred to any other person subject to approval 
by the Ministry of Public Works and Development, provided it is not a foreign go 
ernment or an agency of such a government. 

(h) Paragraph III, Item (g) states that a minimum of 75 percent of theworke 
employed by the company be Nicaraguan nationals, subject to exceptions set forlh 
in the country's labor code. The 75-percent clause does not apply to managers, 
directors, superintendents, and technical employees. 

Another U. S. concern of Ft. Meyer , Florida, is conducting some explorato~ 
shrimp fishing on the Pacific Coast of Nicaragua. Although this firm is oper
ating on the basis of a direct contract with the President, it is presumed that, 
should it desire to continue, a similar contract will be signed and published in 
La Gaceta. 

Norway 

COD FISHING OFF GREENLAND REPORTED GOOD: Preliminary reports from the 50-
Norwegian vessels fishing off western Greenland indicate good catches of cod. T 
first catch was landed on April 29, about three weeks earlier than normal, the 
Norwegian Information Service reported in a May 21 bulletin. In view of report 
of ice-free waters, the vessels left Norway a month earlier than usual. 

A substantial number of the fishing vessels are for the first time equip~ 
with dragging gear, while the Terten of Bergen features modern refrigeration fa 
cilities. On its first trip the Terten will try filleting ocean catfish (stein 
bit), which has found a ready market in the United States • . If the experiment 
proves successful, other Norwegian fishing vessels are expected to follow suit. 

The bulk of the fish caught off western Greenland is cod, which is salted 
barrels. Smaller catches of halibut are frozen fresh and shipped to Europeanp 
in refrigerated transports. Many fishing vessels have special equipment for e 
tracting cod-liver oil. 

Under an agreement recently signed by Faroese, Danish, and Norwegian chan 
ies, fishermen of the three nations now have equal access to harbor and shore 
cilities in the Greenland port of Faringehavn. Well over half of the Norwegi 
vessels work under contract with the new company formed by the cooperating c 
dleries. Operation of the facilities in Faringehavn are jointly managed by a 
Faroese, a Dane, and a Norwegian o 

The new company is planning substantial investments to develop facilities 
the Greenland port. A refrigerated warehouse, now under construction, is e~ 
to be fini shed this summer. Another project, due to be started in 1954, calls 
construction of a much needed salt silo. 
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Panama 

NEW ~~FISHING REGULATIONS PROPOSED: A projected decree to alter the Pan
amanian-balt-fishing regulations has been announced, reports a June 11 U. S. Em
bassy dispatch from Panama. The new decree would provide for a 3-months' closed 
season from November 1 until February 1 of each year for bait fishing in placeof 
the present 4-months' closed season, provided in Article 4 of Decree No. 30 of 
December 22, 1952. The projected decree would also reduce the fee for bait-fish
ing licenses from US$15 for each net ton of the vessel's weight to a fee of US$ll 
per ton. Also, the licenses would be valid for a period of one year from the date 
purchased instead of merely for the duration of the season in which purchased. 

It was believed that the new decree would be issued by the Panamanian Govern
ment shortly. 

Union of South Africa 

SOUTH-WEST AFRICA'S EXPORTS OF FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1952: South-West Africa's 
exports of fishery products in 1952 amounted to 112,490,63.8 pounds, valued at 
~2,442,931 (US$6,840,208), reports a May 5 U. S. Consular dispatch from Cape Town 
(see table). This is an increase of 75 percent in quantity and 89 percent in value 
as compared with 1951 exports. 

south-West Africa 's Products 

Item Quant it Value Quant it 
Lbs. h US Lbs. 

Fish, fresh 7,520,211 332,092 929,858 8,170,899 
Fish, preserved. 8,945,070 776,397 2,173,912 6,375,864 
Fish Meal .•••••• ~9~6 .a.:0:::.:2=4-'-447J,.+::1~:.et.ct::~4J.~::.J,!I~~~~~~-::--~~;:.:rl~:r=:.;:..t.7"¥-f 

Total ••••••••• 112 4 6 8 2 

Fish meal was the principal fishery item exported from South-West Africa and 
comprised 85 percent of the total. Compared with 1951, exports were up for fish 
meal by 93 percent and for preserved fish by 40 percent, but fresh fish exports 
were down 8 percent. 

***** 
~ OIL AND MEAL OUTPUT SETS NEW RECORD IN 1952: A record output of 21,970 

short tons of fish body oil was produced in theUiiiOn of South Africa and South
West Africa during the year ending September 30, 1952, reports the May 18 Foreign 
CroE! ~ Markets, a U. S. Department of Agriculture publication. Production ~ 
1951 totaled 17 420 tons and 1950 out put was II 340 tons. Of the 1952 productlon, 
13,290 tons wer~ produced in the Union and 8,680' tons in South-West Africa. Pro
duction of fish oil in 1953 is expected to be at least as large as last year. 

The supply of fish oil in 1952 exceeded local requirements and substantial 
~uantities were exported. January-September 1952 fish-oil exports were ap~roxi-
ately 5,870 tons, as compared with about 2,078 tons, mainly refined oll, In.the 
c~rresponding period of 1951. The great bulk of the domestically-consumed flsh 
011 was Used in industrial oils for the paint and varnish industry, although some 
was refined for edible purposes. Stocks of fish oil on hand as of September 30, 
1952, amounted to 1,240 tons. 
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Fish-meal production during the year endi ng September 30, 1952, reached a 
record 85,704 short tons, as compared wi t h 60 , 000 tons in the previous year. 
Total fish-meal exports amounted to 50 , 024 t ons , and 31,200 tons (or over 60 per
cent) was exported to the United states . stocks on September 30, 1952, were a~ 
3,780 tons. 

* * * * * 
PILCHARD CATCH LIMIT ESTABLISHED: To prevent overfishing , the South Afric 

fishing industry has~ed to limit its annual catch of pilchards to 500,000 
metric tons--250,OOO tons for the Cape and 250,000 tons for "Ialvis Bay (South-Wes 
Africa), reports a May 5 U. S. consular dispatch from Cape Town . The pilchard 
fishing fleet (about 150 boats in st. Helena Bay and 100 boats in Walvis Bay) is 
to be limited to the number of boats operating or on order as of January 31, 195 

The South Africa Division of Fisheries, which controls the industry, is anxiou 
to avoid imposing quotas on factory production and is consequently increasing th 
present 2-month closed fishing season to 4 months--September 1 t o December 31. 

It is believed that the new restrictions will prevent further rapid e~si 
but will not seriously affect the prosperity of the industry. The industry will 
nOli be able to concentrate on more efficient and econo:nical catching and process 
ing methods. 
NOTE: SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, MARCH '953, P. 66. 

United Kingdom 

FISHING PORTS PLAN TO RESTRICT LANDINGS: The two main British fishing po 
Hull and Grimsby, are faced with what approaches a crisis due to fi nancial losse 
from unsold heavy fish landings, a May 1 U. S. Embassy dispatch from London "
ports. Apparently consumers in Great Britain are not buying nor mal amounts of 
fish. A committee of the Humber Distant .. Jaters Development Scheme has taken ste 
to introduce a system of "planned production" in an effort to ba lance t he supp 
of fish with the demand. Landings would be restricted in a manner similar to t 
schemes of 1937 and 1938. 

To avoid the glut which threatens during the coming sum:ner (1953 ) , when co 
sumption of fish is at its lowest, the plan provides for a tie-up of 20 percent 
the deep-water fleet during May and June; and those vessels which do fish will 
limited to 70 percent of their capacity--30 percent of this to be salted. M~ 
vessels are due to be laid up for their annual overhaul during the summer month 
so this is not as drastic as it may seem. To some extent Ge rman vessels have b 
replacing the Icelandic vessels with 7 or 8 trips a week at Gr imsby--Hull hasb 
such landings. Under the plan these landings are to be restr i cted to three tri 
a week at Grimsby. 

***** 
BUSINESSMAN GETS EXCLUSIVE CONCESSION FOR LANDINGS OF ICELANDIC TRAWLER~ I 

BRITAIN: An agreement, signed in London on May 10, give;-a British business~ 
an exclusive concession for a number of years t o handle the catches of Icelan~ 
trawl~rs lan~in? in Britain, reports The Fishing News of May 16, a British trad 
magazlne. Slgnlng for Iceland wer e the president of the Icelandic Trawler ~ 
Federation, the Icelandic Vice-Consul at Gr imsby and the Federation's Grimsby 
representative. ' 
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Importation of South African pilchards and competition from canned he~ 
thrown on the British market because of overseas restrict i ons are blamed tor a 
falling-off in the demand for Cornish pilchar ds . Owing to the slump, thou.~ 
of cans of pilchards have piled up at the Looe plant. 

The price paid to the fishermen for pilchards f ell f rom 4s. to 2s. per .t~ 
(from 4 to 2 U. s. cents per pound). Even at the lower pr i ce no more fishwer. 
wanted, and many fishermen have stopped fishing. 

The Looe Fishermen's Protection Association has drawn up a petition calling 
attention to the serious position of the pilchard industry, which is in the throE 
of its worst depression for years. Copies of the petition have been sent to St. 
Ives, New~, Porthleven, Par, Mevagissey, Polperro, and Plymouth with a request 
that they should be signed by the fishermen of these ports and r eturned to 100e 
for submission to Government departments. 

The Cornwall Sea Fisheries Committee is seeking either a guaranteed market 
for home-canned pilchards or a restriction in imports, especially from SouthAfri 
"Although the present plight of the fishermen is bad," said the committee's cler 
"their future prospects are even worse unless something can be done at the high
est level to insure that on the domestic market canned Cornish pilchards shall b 
given priority over imported canned fish." 

BRITISH TRAWLER ALMOST SETS NEW TIME REmRD 

The British trawler ~. Leonard recently approached the all -time record 
fo! a fishing trip from the port of Fleetwood (England) to the Icelandic 
fishing grounds and back, some 1,400 miles. The trawler comuleted the 
tr~p in 10 days, 4 hours--shorter by 2 or 3 days than a norm~l fishing 
trlp to that area. The St. Leonard landed at Fleet~ood the last week in 
May with a total catch or-9,ooo stones (126,000 pounds) of cod and haddock 
valued at t2,250 (US$6,300) ex-vessel. 

The all-time record was established a year earlier by the Fleetwood 
trawler Woolton. In July 1952 the Woolton made a fishing trip to grounds 
off Iceland under 10 days. The catch landed totaled 12 ,000 stones (168,000 
pounds), valued at 1.5,004 (US$14,OOO) ex-vessel. However there are those 
who contend that "in the good old days this record was be~ten," too. 

- -The Fishi ng News, 
May 50 , 1953, and June 6, 1953 




