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AND 

[VELOPMENTS 
Additions to the Fleet of U. S. Fishing Vessels 

A total of 45 vessels of 5 net tons and over received their first documents 
tiS fishing craft during October 1950--29 less than in October 1949. Florida and 
California led with 5 vessels each, followed by Massachusetts, Maryland, and 
Alaska with 4 vessels eacn, the Treasury Department's Bureau of Customs reported. 

During the first ten months of 1950, a total of 7)6 vessels were documented, 
compared with 878 during the same period in 1949. 

Of the vessels receiving their first documents as fishing craft in October, 
31 were built during 1949 and 1950 and the remainder prior to 1948. 

Vessels Obtaining Their First Documents as Fishing Craft, October 1950 

October Ten mos. ending with Oct. Total 
Section 1950 1949 1950 1949 1949 

Nmnber Number Number Number Number 
I~-iew &1gland ................ 7 3 35 30 35 
ti':idd1e tlantic ............ 3 2 42 41 44 
~hesapeake Bay ............. 7 7 70 62 87 
South t1antic and Gulf .... 17 36 269 309 369 
Pacific Coast .............. 6 15 206 308 327 
Great Lakes ................ 1 2 11 35 38 
Alaska ..................... 4 8 80 88 96 
Hawaii ..................... - 1 3 4 5 
Unknown .................... - - - 1 1 

Total ••••••••••••••• 0 • 45 74 716 878 1 002 
~ote: Vessels have been assigned to the various sections on the basis of their 

home Jlort. 

J. ~ 
Defen e fi heries Administration Soon to he Activated 

An actliI progr~ for the new Defense Fisneries Administration formally 
est b isned on Jecember 4, is rapidly being shaped up and a staff 'Of fi shery 
experts rom the Fi3h and Wildlife Service has been detailed to organize the 

cretaryof the Interior Oscar L. Chapman announced on December 7, 

4 



January 1951 COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW 27 

"All of these men," stated the Director, "served in various capacities during 
World War II in the coordination of fisheries and are well ~ualified to handle 
their new assignments because of their extensive experience in Federal fisheries 
work, their intimate knowledge of the problems involved, and their wide ac~uain
tance in the fishing industry." 

Milton C. James, who became an Assistant Director of the Fish and Wildlife 
Service in 1945, has been with the agency since 1923. During World War II he was 
detached from his regular duties as Chief of the Branch of Game-fish and Hatcheries 
and detailed to Washington, D. C., as one of three Coordination Officers in the 
Office of the Coordinator of Fisheries (OCF), supervising the activities of the 
Facilities Branch. 

Fred Johnson, Assistant Chief of the Service's Branch of Commercial Fisheries, 
has been with the agency since 1920. In 1935 he became Assistant Chief. As a 
reserve officer in the U. S. Navy, he was called to active duty in April 1942 and 
served during the war as liaison officer between the Navy and the War Production 
Board and the Departments of Agriculture and Interior on matters pertaining to the 
procurement Bnd distribution of fishery products. In 1944 Commander Johnson's de
tail was broadened to permit him to advise the ocr on problems that interfered with 
the maximum production of fishery commodities. These included the charter, pur
chase, or return of fishing vessels 9Y the armed forces; the construction program 
for new fishing vessels; the allocation of fishing vessels between ports in con
trolled production programsj and applications and recommendations for controlled 
and critical materials. Johnson returned to his former position with the Service 
in December 1945. In April 1948 he was assigned to Portland, Oregon, as Assistant 
Regional Director. When the Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations, head~uartered 
in Honolulu, Hawaii. got under way late in 1948, he was transferred to that pro
gram as its Assistant Director. In June 1950 he was recalled to Washington, D. C., 
to assist in handling the Service's expanding program of commercial fishery acti
vi ties. 

Leroy Christey joined the Service in 1934, after his graduation from the Uni
versity of Washington as an e~onomics major. His early assignments included fishery 
research in Alaska and at the Fishery Technological Laboratory in Seattle. In 1940 
he returned to Alaska as leader of the King Crab Investigations. In December 1942 
he was detailed to the Washington Off ice of OCF where he was concerned with the hand
ling of priorities and materials and e~uipment re~uirements for the fishing industry. 
In April 1945 he resigned from the Service to become general manager of the Pacific 
Exploration Company in Seattle, Washington, which was engaged in exploratory ~ishing 
operations. On November 1, 1948, upon his return to the SeTvice, Christey was ap
pOinted as Deputy Administrator of the Philippine Fishery Program in Manila. In 
April 1950, when this program was being terminated, he joined the Fisheries Division 
of SCAP in Tokyo as an industrial specialist and head of the Branch of Materials and 
Facilities. On October 31 he transferred to the Service's Office of Foreign Activ
ities in Washington to assi st in planning Point Four Programs. 

Defense responsibilities (consisting of certain priority, allocation, claimant, 
requisitioning, and other functions as related to ~~8h production) were delegated to 
Secretary Chapman by the Secretary of Agriculture,Y Charles F. Brannan, on October13. 
Under the Defense Production Act of 1950, basic responsibilities for food were ex
trusted to the Department of Agriculture by the President's Executive Order No. l01612/, 
of September 9. 1950. 
£fALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW , NOVEMBER 1950, PP. 82-3. 
lIALSO SEE COMMERCIAL FISHERIES REVIEW, NOVEMBER 1950, PP. 79-81. 
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In addition, the delegation enables the Secretary of the Interior, through the 
Defense Fisheries Administration, to encourage production of fishery commodities to 
fulfill requirements for military, essential civilian, and foreign needs, as these 
may be determined by the Secretary of Agriculture. Responsibility for tin container 
supply, and materials and facilities used in common for processing fish and other 
foods, and for fish procurement and distribution, are retained by the Secretary of 

Agricul ture • 

Day listed some of the things that the Defense Fisheries Admini stration intends 
to do about keeping fishery commodities in sufficient supply to satisfy the country' 
emergency needs. 

"First on the list will probably be the job of trying to keep the fishing in
dustr1 supplied with the steel, copper, brass, Zinc, ulureinum, fibers, and other 
strategic materials and facilities, as well as manpower, which it requires to pro
duce t~e fishery products the country must have. We must see, however, that no more 
of such materials are diverted to fishery production than are justified in the light 
of other defense requirements. 

'~ollowing the pattern established during World War II, the statistical, mar
keting, and other economic data which are regularly collected by the F ish and Wild
life Service will be augmented to lay a basis for setting production goals , esti
mating potential food supplies, deve1opi~g estimates of the industry's requirements 
for scarce materials, and for determining the desirability of fish allocation and 
concentration programs." 

During World War II, fish allocation programs were carried out for sardines in 
California and halibut in the Pacific Northwest. The sardine allocation program pro
vided for the even distribution of raw fisn to plants in California , thus reducing 
gluts and providing maximum production. The halibut allocation program, by restric
ting primary handlers to those of historical record, tended to keep distribution in 
normal Nation-wide channels. In Alaska, salmon concentration programs provided for 
the coordinated production of the packs of canned salmon in certain centrally locatec 
canneries, thus saving manpower, transportation, scarce materials, and other facili
ties. "'lliese types of programs will again b~ placed in action, if needed," Day said 

"If critical shortages develop, investigations will be undertaJ(en on the appli
cability of substitute materials for such items as containers for fishery products, 
fishing nets and other fishing devices, and cordage," Day added. Closely allied to 
these studies will be development work for improving the operation of fishing gear 
and for the reduction in manpower in fishing operations. ' 

Review of Defense Regulations Affecting Fishery Industries 
The following is a brief summary of the status of Federal defense regulations 

affecting the fishing and allied industries as of December 15, 1950: 

Defense Fisheries Administration: No DFA orders have been issued to date. 

Agriculture: No production goals or set-asj.de orders for fishery products have 
been announced. 
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National Production Administration; NPA has already issued a number of orders 
and regulations which: (a) prohibit certain types of construction, (b) limit the 
amount of inventories which may be held or ordered and (c) restrict the use of cer
tain materials, such as copper, aluminum, zinc, and nickel to various percentages of 
the ~ount used during the base period. It would be impracticable to list all of the 
pertinent features of the fifteen orders already issued and any list prepared would 
be obsolete almost as soon as issued~ 

Members of the industry, particularly wnere they contemplate new construction 
or expansion, should request that they be put on either of the following mailing 
lists: 

List 1 -- Regulatory material and press releases 

List 2 -- Regulatory material only 

Requests should be sent to: U. S. Department of Com
merce, Division of Printing Services, Attention: E. E. Vivian, 
Room 6225, Washington 25, D. C. 

Priority Assistance: At present there is provision for only two types of prior
ityassistance: (a) the "DO" (Defense Order) rating~ and (b) directives. So far 
only such activities as the Armed Forces, the Coast Guard, and Atomic Energy Cammis~ 
sion have been authorized to apply the DO ratings, and directives have been issued 
only for a few definitely scheduled progr~s, such as that covering the ;c6nstruction 
of a limited number of freight cars. With these few exceptions, no priority assis
tance is granted at present--but a supplier or manufacturer should not require these 
ratings as yet. Indeed the orders as now written specifically limit the percentage 
of rated orders a seller must accept and he is supposed to distribute the balance of 
his production equitably among his normal customers regardless at essentiality of 
end use. 

Other Sources of Information: Defense governmental regulations affecting the 
fisheries will be abstracted and mentioned in the daily Fishery Products Report !ssued 
by the Service's seven -r.:arket News Service field offices at Boston, Mass.; New York, 
N. Y.; Hampton, Va.; New Orleans, La.; San- Pedro, Calif.; Seattle, Wash.; and Chicago, 
Ill. 

In addition, a more complete coverage of these regulations will be found in this 
periodical (Commercial Fisheries Review) issued by the Service at Washington, D. C. 

Federal Purchases of Fishery Products 

, DEPAR'IMENT OF 'IHE ARMY, October!.2.2.Q: The increase in the purchases of fresh 
and frozen fishery products by the Army ~uartermaster Corps during October 1950 COA
tinued to reflect the increased food requirements of the Armed Services. Purchases 
of these products for the U. 3. Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and Air Force for military 
feeding during October 1950 amounted to 2,593,246 pounds (valued at $1,050,634)--the 
second highest quantity and value of fresh and frozen fishery products purchased for 
any Olle month since January 1948. 

The only month that exceeded Uctober 1950 was August 1950 when 2,946,230 pounds 
(valued at $1,193,198) of these products were purchased. 
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Purchases of Fresh and Frozen Fishery Products by Department of th~ txmy 
(October and the First Ten ~bnths~ 1949 and 1950) 

Q, U A N T I T Y V A. L U E 
October January-October October January- October 

1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 1950 1949 
Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. Ibs. 

~,593~246 1....'-650, 325 14~403,682 14.613 157 1 0501.634 559\52 5 94~ 956 
i 

14 . 8~55- .51 ? 

Purchases for Ootober 1950 were above those for 'epternber 1950 by 121 .3 percent 
in quantity and 116.6 percent in value; and higher than in October 1949 by 57 .1 per
cent in quantity and 87.9 percent in value (see table). 

Although the total quantity purchased during the first ten IJX)nths 1n 1950 was 
still 104 percent below the quantity bought dur1ng the corresponding period a year 
earlier, the total value of the purchases for January-October 1950 were 23.0 percent 
higher than for the first ten months of 1949. 

Fisher) Biolo~) Notes 
DISTRIBUTION AND OCCURRENCE OF STARFISH ON CONNECTIClJI' OYSTER BEOO , Fal 1950: 

As compared with the spring of 1950, the starfish population of ~brris Cove to r-:erwln 
Point shows a considerable decrease in number because of systematic and persistent 
efforts of several oyster companies, according to the results of a survey of the dis 
tribution and occurrence of starfish on Connecticut oyster beds in the fall of 1950 
by the Service's Shellfishery Laboratory at Milford, Connecticut. 

Oyster cultivators strikingly reduced starfish in the Milford area Bout of the 
line between Charles Island and Pond Point. which remains surrounded from three di-

last 
east 

STARFISH ON oYSTER BED. 

rections by masses of star
fish on uncultivated grounds. 

A tremendously large 
number of starfish are con
centrated in the Charles Is
land to Stratford Point sec
tion, which remains, as in 
past years, the IIX>st heavily 
infested of the oyster-pro
ducinggrounds and continues 
to be the focal point from 
which st fish move east and 
west overrunning Milford beds 
and those lying southwest of 
Stratford POint. 

Stratford Point to Point 
No POint section, presenting 

i (. a much better picture than ~~r ng es
p
eCiallY,ln 'Comparatively shallow water), will again be invaded from the 

y masses of starflsh now concentrated in the Charles Island to Str atford Point. 



January 1951 C OM1ERCIAL FISHERIZS REVli.W' 31 

The Point No Point to Penfield Reef section, as compared with last spring, sho's 
a decrease in the starfish number. 

* * * * * 
CHEMICAL CONTROL ~F THE OYSTER'S MOLLUSCAN ENEMIES IS BZING EXPLORED: In order 

to find repellents, attractOrs, or poisons to be used in-ContrOlling the common oys
ter drill, the Service's Biological Laboratory at Milford, Conn., is screening che~ 
ical compounds offered by a commercial chemical company. Of about 500 compounds 
screened to date, several good repellents and attractors have been found, the Labor
atory reported late in 1950. 

Investigation of the various possibilities that may be open in the new field of 
chemical control of molluscan oyster enemies is continuing. To develop simple and 
inexpensive chemical methods of control of such enemies as POlynices and Crepidula 
(marine snails), a number of new pOisons will be used. The compounds being sought 
should be inexpensive, kill the enemy, be harmless to humans, and relatively harm
less to commercial mollusks. Work on marine snails, however, will not be started 
until next ~er. Marine snails could be comparatively easily controlled in the 
oyster dikes of the Pacific Coast, where desired concentrations of chemicals could 
be created during low tide. 

Presently, experiments on drills will be combined with those on the arched 
slipper shell (Crepidula fornicata), a great oyster pest in Puget Sound and Long 
Island Sound. 

Fishery Marketing Specialist Examination Announced 

Examinations for Fishery Marketing Specialist (GS-7 to GS-14), wnong others, were 
announced by the U. S. Civil Service Commission on November 21, 1950 (Announcement 
No. 257). The register established from these examinations will be used to fill 
positions in the Department of the Interior in Washington, D. C., and throughout the 
United States and Territories. No closing date for these examinations has been an
nounced. Entrance salaries range from $3,B25 to $8 ,BOO per year, depending upon the 
grade. 

Except for the substitution of education for experience as provided in the an
nouncement, applicants for the position of Fishery Marketing Specialist must have had 
at least four to 6 years (depending on the grade) of responsible and successful ex
perience in the field of commercial fisheries and marketing. The wnount, quality, 
and type of the experience required for each grade are shown in detail in the announce
ment. For all grades of Fishery Marketing Specialist positions, undergraduate study 
satisfactorily completed in an accredited college or university~ with specializati on 
in the subject of fisheries, may be substituted for experience at the rate of one f ull 
year of study for 9 months of the required experience, up to a total of 3 years of 
experience. Undergraduate study satisfactorily completed in an accredited college or 
unlTersity with specialization in the subjects of general economics or marKeting may 
be substituted for experience at the rate of ane full year of study for 6 monthS of 
the re~uired experience, up to a total of 2 years of experience. 

Announcement No. 257 (November 21, 1950), which gives full details and informa
tion, and application blanks are obtainable from the U. S. Civil Service Commiss i on, 
Washington 25, D. C., or fram any of the Commission's regional offices. 
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Freezing-Fish-At-Sea Studj(·s E pUlul,·,) 

f Germany the Br nch of Cacnercial 
With the arrival of the trawler Delaware ro , 

~isherie~ will soon be able to expand its freezing-fish-&t-sea stu 1 bS't Ie v~~sel , 
originally of Boston, .liass., u recen y 
used in the re .... aollit tion of the Germa.n 
fisheries, arrive in East Bo ton at the Fish 
and Wildlife Service doc adjac nt 0 t.e 
Service' B Technological Uibo ory . ~ned 
by Ii German cre , the tr 1 r 1 r t Breca r 
haven, Gerruany, on t,ov mb r 17 and docke 
at East Boston on cemb r 9. The an 
crew will return to rmany , and the Service 
will recruit an American cr w 0;- t e opera
tion of the vessel. 

lH~ TRAWLER DELAWARE RECENTLY ACQUIRED BY 
THE FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE FOR FREEZ
ING-FISH-AT-SEA STUDIES. 

'!he Delaware ill be sed 
zoontal trawler by he Tecnnolo 
of the Service I s Branch of Co 
eries for carryin out the fr zlng-fi 
sea studies. The 18 re, buil 
has an over-all length of 1 7 f 
beam of 25.1 feet. Po red by 735 
Diesel e ine, it na B 8 fi - old c paci ty 
of 200 tons. 

The trawler will have suitable refrigeration e uipment for 
fish at sea. After the frozen round fish is landed, it ill be 
and refrozen. Alterations, refitting, and the designing anj in 
refrigeration and fish-handling equipment are now in progress. 

In addition to the technologists now assibned to the Boston chno o'lc 1 Lab-
oratory, the Service will employ a refrigeratlon consultant, additional tech.ical 
help, and vessel personnel to carry out the vanous phases of tne freez!ng-~ isn-st
sea project. 

Gulf Exploratory Fi hery Program 
SHRIMP TRAWLS J\ND FIm TRAPS TESIED BY "OREGON" (Cruise No. i): Attempts by 

d 

the Oregon, the Service's Gulf Exploratory Fishery Program vessel, to test and com
pare performance of different styles of shr1n:p tra 'ls on it::; Cruise "0. 5 ere not con
clusive. The Florida-type balloon trawl , however , was comparatively lneffeclent on 
the soft mud and two trawls were l05t in a total of eight drags with this gear . 

Gro,?ved shrimp were taken ill night drags out to 65 fathoms, but catches were 
at a maximum rate in about 20 fathoms where the commercial fleet was operating. 
Soft mud bottom was encountered over moat of the fiehing grounds covered on thi s 
cruise and was the apparent cause of frequent damage to gear, but rough seas were 
probably a contributing factor. 

The serie s of shrimp trawl drags on this cruise were made on a course approxi
mately southeast from Aransas Pass, Texas, fran 9 fathoms to 238 fathoms. Those in 
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shallower water were made ~ cooperation with the MlY. Carey of the Texas Game, Fish 
and Oyster Commission. Additional shrimp trawl drags with different types of nets 
were made at various depths between Long. 930 W. and 960 w. 

The ~Y. Oregon left Pascagoula on November 16, 1950, for the testing of shrimp 
and fish traps and continuation of work on the grooved brown shrimp in the northwest 
Gulf. The vessel first returned to Pascagoula on December 9 but put out again four 
days later to get one small lot of shrimp for a cooperative experimental study and 
to run a serie s of water temperature determinations out to 800 fathoms. The cruise 
was completed on December 15, 1950. 

Numerous small schools of mullet, ~ cephalus, were observed near the sur
face at distances as great as 50 miles offshore southeast of Aransas Pass. The 
schools observed had fewer than a hundred fish each. 

Water temperatures at the surface and at the bottom .were quite irregular but 
bottom temperatures in the 20- to 40-fathC'm depth range~re generally slightly 
higher than surface temperatures. 

Maryland's Striped Bass Production Increased . 
10 1949 

Maryland's striped bass or "rock" production increase in 1949, according to a 
news release from the Maryland Department of Research and Education-Records received 
from commercial fishermen during 1950 reveal that production should continue at this 
same high level. The 1949 production of 2,600,000 pounds (valued at $536,000) rep
resents an increase of only 46,000 pounds over the previous year. However, the 
striped bass catch has steadily increased over a fif teen-year period to twice as much 
as the catch for 1930. During the early depression period from 1931M 34, the annual 
yield was less than one quarter of the present catch. 

Unlike many species of migratory fishes that enter Maryland waters, the striped 
bass spend most of their lives in the Chesapeake Bay. Most specimens spawn, feed, 
and live their entire existence in the Bay. A few, however, migrate northWard along 
the Atlantic Coast. Maryland waters, in fact, have been called the "nursery area" 
for the striped bass of the entire New England Coast. They are more or less actlve 
during early winter months in the estuaries and sounds in the southern portion of 
the Bey. 

Wi th constant fishing pressure an annual occurrence in the Bay, a Maryland 
fishery investigator states that it is a tribute to the striped bass that it has 
not only managed to surVive, but to prosper in the Bay's waters. 

New York Fisheries Damaged by November Storm 
Fishing Industry: The fishing industry in the central portion of the South 

Shore of Long Island (Where 95 percent of the Island's fisheries are concentrated) 
was heavily battered by :the late November storm. The four ocean trap companies in 
the vicinity of Fire Island were reported to have suffered an estimated damage of 
$20,000 each. Some slight damage was reported by the Baldwin Harbor and Freeport 
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. cd fishing month for those areas but the fisherman reported 
areas December 1a a c - t • h 'lb. i d t t 
that ~ince the storm they have not been able to locate the t1S. e n us ry a 
the western end of Long Island reported only slight damages, accOrdi~g to a mid
December report fram the Service' a Fishery Marketing Specialist statloned at New 

York. 

Moat of the bay traps escaped severe damage because at the time of the storm 
only a few traps were being fished. 

Heavy damage waa inflicted by the storm on the entire Staten Island clam fleet, 
consisting of rowboats and small power boats. 

Oyster Industry: Long Island Sound oyster beds were also damaged according 
to the Service's Biological Laboratory at Milford, Conn. A southeast wind caused 
a wave action which was felt even at a depth of 40 feet, where it shifted and 
sanded over the oysters. '!he action was more severe in shallower water. 

In general with the exception of a few well-protected sections, oysters of 
Long Island SO~d were shifted far from their beds and covered with mud and debris. 
Many companies could not find an oyster on lots where only a few days before they 
could fill their dredges in a minute. '1he damaged boats and other property were 
insured and are replaceable, but the storm virtually wiped out the reserves of seed 
oyaters which would be marketable oysters in the next three or four years. 

North Paci f ic Exploratory Fishery Program 
SHl!:I.ll'Iffi EXPLORATION CRUISE COMPLE'lED BY "JOHN N. COBB" (Cruise No.6): A 

shellfish exploration cruise in certain waters off south~ern Alaska-;as-completed 
by the J ohn N. Cobb, one of the Service's exploratory fishing vessels, when it re
turned t o Se;-ttle on December 9 .. 1950. '!he vessel left for this cruise on October 30, 
1950. Th i s was the secondY in a series of such cruises, the first being made in the 
spring of 1950 to investigate shellfish potentialities in waters adjacent to the 
Ke tchikan area. 

Wate rs covered on the cruise included Tenakee Inlet, Freshwater Bay, Hood Bay, 
Peril Stra i t , Salisbury Sound, and inshore and offshore grounds in the neighborhood 
of Sitka. There were 104 fishing efforts made, using primarily a 2o-foot beam traWl, 
plus an otter trawl, and shrimp and crab traps. Although subfreezing temperatures 
and winds up to gale force were encountered during a considerable part of the trip., 
only 1 day 's fishing time was lost because of weather condi tiona. 

In Tenakee Inlet, pink (Pandalus borealis) and side-stripe shrimp (Pandalopsis 
diapar) were found to be widely distributed at depths of from 20 to 108 fathoms, 
but were taken onl y in snall quantities (up to 20 pounds per hour tow). One half
~our tow near t he head of the Inlet produced 48 pounds of large coon-stripe shrimp 
(Pandalus hYl> sinotus). Best cCJ:lmarcial possibilities in Tenakee Inlet appeared to 
b trap f l sh ing for large spot or prawn (Pandalus platycerus). Several sets with 
traps made at va r i ous places in the inlet produced up to 19 pounds of large spots 
( per pO\.Jld , heads on) per' trap, taken on rocky bottom in 20 to 40 fathoms. A few 
lar e soallops were brought up with the beam trawl, but several tows made with a 
standard :East Coast scallop dredge resulted in a maximum catch of 48 scallops per 
5o-minute tow. These were taken at depths of 20 to 22 fathoms on gravel bottom 
l/ EE COM ME RCI AL f IS HERIES ~, MA Y 1950, PP. 33-4. • 
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Small catches of pink and side-stripe shrimp were made in mid-channel in Fresh
water Bay. Five sets of gear in Hood Bay produced practically no shrimp. Ice which 
covered two-thirds of the South Arm prevented a complete coverage of the bay. 

Best commercial possibilities found in Peril Strait again appeared to be trap 
fishing for spot shrimp. Results of several sets indicate a large population of 
spot is present on the rocky slopes of both shores from Point Thatcher to Hoonah 
Sound. The uneven character of the side banks prevented trawling this portion of 
the bottom, but catches of up to 17 pounds of large spot per trap for a 24-hour set 
were made. best results being found in from 60 to 80 fathoms of water. As in most 
of the inside waters of this area, trawling bottom is ~imited to the relatively 
small mid-channel area of mud and sand deposits. Pink and side-stripe shrimp oc
curred in small quantities in nearly every tow. There were 21 pounds of large side
stripe taken with the beam trawl in a tow off Lindenberg Head in 160-167 fathoms 
of water. 

Salisbury Sound has very little trawling bottom, and small quantities of side
stripe, pink, and spot shrimp rvere taken there. F ish Bay and KatUan Bay produced 
the best catches of pink shrimp. Several tows resulted in catches of good-si~ed 
pink at the rate of over 200 pounds per hour with the 2o-foot beam trawl. Best re
suI ts were obtained in Fish Bay at depths of 30-40 fathoms and in Katlian Bay in 
65 to 80 fathoms on mud bottom. 

Six tows were made in the open waters off Kruzof Island at depths of 75 to 90 
fathoms. Although a showing of large spot, pink, and humpy (Pandalus gonj,.!.lI'!lli) 
shrimp were found. three of the tows encountered snags which seriously damaged the 
gear, indicating a considerable amount of hazards to trawling in this region. 

Resul ts of night drags made at various stations showed no apprecia"ble differ
ence from the catches made on the same grounds during daylight hours. &1all num
bers of king crab were taken at several places in Peril Strait. Dungeness crab 
were found in nearly every bay and inlet in the area covered, and are at the pre
sent being fished commercially with traps in Tenakee Inlet and Peril Strait. 

Besides actual fishing operations, records of surface and bottom water tem
peratures were made at all stations fished and salinity samples takene Specimens 
of the various speCies of fish and invertebrates taken during the operation were 
catalogued and a complete collection was returned to the Seattle Lab.oratory for 
further study. 

Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations 
DEEP-WATER YEI.J..O'J~'IN 'lUNA LOCATED BY "HUGH~. S1':I'IH" (Cruise No. VII): Yell ow

fin tuna were found to De concentrated in the area between the Hawaiian Islands and 
the Equator, the Hugh M. Smith's personnel reported on their return from Cruise 
No. VII. 

Observations: The ~!!!. Smith, one of the Service's Pacific Oceanic Fishery 
Investigati.ons research vessels, in 27 days of combined tuna long-line fishing and 
ocerulographic observations gathered data which prOffiise a substantial start on the 
problem of how tuna react to their environment. 
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Two series of stations at 60wm11e intervals were fished from 120 N. lutitude to 

t The se crossed the north e~uatorial current and the e~uatorial counter-the E~ua or. d 
t th zone between the countercurrent and the south e~uatorial current, an curren, e ' I 

reached to the region of e~uatorial upwelling in theosouth e~ua~orial current. n 
general, tuna fishing was poor in the area between 7 N. and 13 N. latitude where 
cold water was only a hundred feet belOW the surface (the boundary be tween the north 
equatorial current and e~uatorial countercurrent). It was generally good in the area 
between 70 N. latitude and 1° N. latitude, and fairly good as far south as the Equator, 

HUON". SMITH 
t..,s 0 • 

1 

THE HUGH ~. ~, ONE OF THE SERVICE'S PACIFIC OCEANIC FISHERY INVESTIGATIONS RESEARCH VESSELS, 
ANCHORED IN KILHEI BAY, MAUl, HAWAI I. 

Most of the catch of 216 tuna, consisting alruost entirely of yellowf in, was 
taken at levels of 400 to 500 feet below the surface, just above the cold water 
floor, often in localities where no surface signs of tuna were observed. 

In general, good catches were made in the iImnediate vicinity of Palmyra, F an
ning, and Christmas islands, but the best catch occurred about 80 miles southwest 
of Fanning Island, A section of 6 stations was run to a position 330 mile s off
shore from Palmyra Island. Fishing did not becOlre any poorer with increased dis
tance from land, but rather seemed to be more closely connected with hydrographic 
condi tions. 

At each fishing station on the southbound and offshore sections an obli~ue 
plankton tow was made through the upper 200-meter stratum to determine if there is 
a relationship between basic food.. supplies and abundance o{ tuna. 

Morphometric measurements were taken on 67 yellowfin, 15 big-eyed, and 5 skip
jack tuna for racial studies. Stomachs were taken from 150 tuna for open ocean 
food studies, and 33 ovaries were taken in connection with maturity and spawning 
work. 
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A brief bait survey was made at several of the Line Islands. Palmyra Island 
appeared to have enough small mullet to provide some live bait for tuna, and 500 
pounds of 6- to 8-inch mullet were caught for flag-line bait. A day was spent 
searching for bait at Fanning Island and at Christmas Island, but no abundant sup
plies were encountered. 

Itinerary of Cruise: . The vessel, which left Pearl Harbor on October 17, 1950, 
started fishing at 120 28' N. X 1580 04' W., and fished at approximately be-mile 
intervals to Christmas Island. The next section ran from Palmyra Island to a point 
330 miles to the westward. A northbound section was fished from 00 01' N. x 1600 29' 
W. to 100 45' N. latitude. Flag-line fishing was cond:l.Cted near Christmas, Fanning, 
and Palmyra islands. The ~ M. ~ returned to Honolulu on November 30, 1950. 

* * * * * 
"JOHN R. MANNING" CONDUc'rs EXPERIMENTAL PURSE-sEINE 'lUNA FI::HING IN LINE ISLANDS 

AREA (cruise IV): The primary mission of the John !!,. M8nn~i s cruise-IV was to 
conduct experimental purse-seine fishing operations in the waters around the Line 
Islands (Kingman Reef, Palmyra, Washington, Fanning, and Christmas Islands) to as
certain the abundance and availability of tuna sChools to standard West Coast purse
seine eCluipment, and to develop, if possible, effective techniCluas for catching 
these fish. 

~ Fished: The John !!,. Manning, a research ~ssel or the Service's Pacific 
Oceanic Fishery Investigations, left Pearl Harbor, T. H., October 26, 1950. Fish
ing operations were conducted in the vicinity in Kingman Reef and Plamyra Island 
from October 31 to November 8; near Christmas Island November 10 through 15. '!he 
area surrounding Fanning Island was covered between November 15 and 22 and that 
near Washington Island between November 22 and 24~ Between November 26 and 30 the 
area surrounding Palmyra Island was fished a second time. Part of November 30 and 
all of December 1 was spent in the area of Kingman Reef for a second time before 
returning to Pearl Harbor on December 6, 1950. 

Fishing Activities: A large school of jumping yellowfin tuna was observed 
late in the evening of October 3 at Kingman Reef in the current rips and too near 
the reef for the safety of the vessel. Three experimental purse-seine sets were 
made at Christmas Island to develop the efficiency of the crew and to obtain data 
on the performance of the purse seine. A fourth experimental purse-seine set and 
a fifth set on a large sChool of jumping yellowfin was made at Fanning Island. 
There were numerous occasions when the crew was alerted and at their stations for 
a purse-seine set around tuna or associated bird flocks. These schools of tuna 
and flocks of birds eluded the approach of the vessel and sounded or dispersed 
wi thin a Cluarter of a mile from the vessel. If regrouping of birds or the re
appearance of fish occurred, it was seldom less than one mile away. Sea conditions 
were unfavorable or impossible for seining outside of the small lee areas of the 
islands·except on rare occaSions, because of prevailing high winds and seas. 

'!Wo surface-trOlling lines 1I8re used throughout Cruise IV to catch fish on 
artificial lures. The fish caught on these lures correlated generally with the 
visual observations of their occurrence and abundance and supplied a sufficient 
number of ·fish for morphometric, food, and developmental studies to be continued 
at the laboratory in Honolulu. Two additional surface-trolling lines were employed 
for one day at Washington Island. The occurrence and abundance of tuna was the 
greatest by far around Vlashington Island, and during the second call about Palmyra 
Island. 
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Other Activitie s: Collections of invertebrate and vertebrate specimens were 
made by night-lighting at anchorages. Specimens were also collected by this method 
on two different nights in the open ocean while returning to Honolulu from Kingman 
Reef. There were collected from Kingman Reef specimens of red snapper (Lutianus) 
that have been reported poisonous; these have been forwarded for study to a cooper
ating scientist studying this problem. 

Routine bathythermograph casts were made and recorded at 50-mile inte~vals 
between Honolulu and 1]0 N. latitude and at ten-mile intervals south of 13 N. lati
tude to Christmas Island, in order to locate the boundaries of the different major 
currents at this season. 

• • • • • 
FISHERIES LABORATORY HOLDS OPEN HOUSE: The new, recently completed fisheries 

laboratory of the Service1s Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations held an open 
house on December 12, 1950. The laboratory, which is located on the University of 
Hawaii campus, Honolulu, had a number of special exhibits for the occasion . Moving 
pictures of fishing operations were shown and there ware displays of scientific and 
technical eqUipment. or particular interest was the oceanographic exhibit which 
was designed to show the various types of equipment used in tne work of the Inves
tigations and illustrate some of the results of the research conducted to date. 
Other displays dealt with commercial tuna-fishing gear. 

Shad Production and Investigatio ns 

(Hu d son and Co nne c tic u t Ri ve r s ), 1 949 

HUDSON RIVER: The New York comnercial shad catch from the Hud son River dropped 
from 798,739 pounds in 1949 to 486,310 pounds in 1950, according to statistics col
lected by the Shad Investigations of the Service's Brancn of Fishery Biology. New 
Jersey shad catch from the Hudson River dropped from 972,857 pounds in 1949 to 
544,000 pounds in 1950. 

The total Hudson River shad production in 1950 totaled 1,030,310 pounds, com
pared with 1,771,596 pounds in 1949--a decline of 42 percent. 

Collection of juveniles by the Service's Shad Investigations terminated at the 
end of October with the virtual disappearance of young shad. A compari son of th~ 
Service's data with that of the New York State's Department of Conservation shows 
that the abundance of young shad on the Hudson River in 1950 was approximately 10 
percent less than in 1949. 

The.lnvestigations also tagged ahad during the season, and it was found that 
returns from tags released on the spawning grounds declined from 47 percent of 
those tagged the first week (April 23-30, 1950) to 3.6 percent of those tagged the 
last wee~ (June 12-18, 1950). On the other hand, returns from tags released at 
the moutn of the Hudson River amounted to 40.3 percent. 

Cm·i1'l~CTICUT gmg: The 1950 comnercial shad catch in the Connecticut River 
d~~Pped from 132,365 fish in 1949 to 72,513 fish in 1950. The catch-per-unit-of
e ort index (uncorrected) indicated a drop from 769 to 575. 

The 
necticut 
juvenile 

first season's field work of the Service's Shad Investigations on the Con
River terminated on OctOber 7, 1950. This work consisted of locating 
Shad populations and working out mathoda to carry out next season's program. 
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Director of Investi gations Named for 
Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission 

The aPPointment of Y~lner B. Schaefer as Director of Investigations for the 
newly-formed Inter-American Tropical Tuna Co:cJIUission was announced in Washington, 
D. C., on December 28, 1950, by Milton C. James, Assistant Director of the U. S. 
F ish and i'lildlife Service and Secretary of the Commission. 

39 

Schaefer, a fishery research biologist with the Fish and Wildlife SerVice, 
resigned from Federal service to assume his new duties with the Commission on Jan
uary 1, 1951, in San Diego, California. He will coma from Honolulu, Hawaii, where 
he has served since Aub~st 1948 as Chief of the Section of Research and Development 
in the Service I s Pacific Oceanic Fishery Investigations. 

The convention between the United States and Costa Rica for the establishment 
of the Inter-American Tropical Tuna Commission was signed at Washington, D. C., on 
May 21, 1949, and entered into force on 1vlarch 3, 1950. President Truman appointed 
three United States lI'embers: Milton C. Janes, Assistant Director, U. S. Fiab. and 
Wildlife Service j Lee F. Payne, member of the California Fish and Game Commissionj 
and Eugene D. Bennett, an attorney of San Francisco. Chairman of the Commission is 
Jose Luis Cardona-Cooper, chief of the Costa Rican Department of Fisheries. 

The Commission has been established to make a joint study of certain tuna fish
eries, namely yellowfin and skipjack, and related coastal bait fisheries, in the 
tropical waters of the eastern Pacific Ocean, "with a view to maintaining the popu
lations of these fishes at a level which will permit utilization year after year 
wi thout depletion, It James stated. Up to this time no large scale tuna or tuna bait 
investigations have been conducted off the coasts of Central and South America. Be
cause the fisheries included in this Convention present problems to other countries 
besides the United States and Costa Rica, provision has been made for other inter
ested countries to become participants. 

Containers and Packaging Materials Demand at All-Time High 
Demand for all types of conLainers and packaging materials has risen to what 

is probably an all-time high, the National Production Authority reported on Decem
ber 22 . 

NPAls winter 1950 issue of Containers and Packaging Industry Report states 
that users of containers and packaging materials bought or tried to purchase at 
levels far in excess of previous usage during the third quarter of 1950. As a 
conseQuenc.e supply and demand were out of balance for the first time since 1946, 
and customer requirements were not met in their entirety. 

Chief among the developments which contributed to this situation was the 
Korean emergency, a summary of the report states. Prior redcction of inventories 
below normal levels by many container producers and users as a result of the slow
down in the economy during 1949 also caused an added impact on top of regular buy
ing and stepped up military purchases. Furthermore, the sudden tightening of raw 
material supplies, which in many instances reduced deliveries to container pro
ducers, made operations difficult. 

As a result, the report states, container and packaging users are entering an 
era wherein they may not be able to secure the type of container they would normally 
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use. were all materials in free supply. This will cauoo some disruption and result 
in shifts to substitutes, increased re-use, and efforts to etfect maximum packaging 
utili ty out ,of less material. 

The report points out that demand for containers and packaging materials i8 
high, orders are plentiful, production is uP. prices are !~vorable, labor is satis
factory, and business at every level is greatly improved over last year. fu1le de
fense needs have taken an increasing share of containers and packaging, no seriouB 
bottlenecks have yet occurred to either defense or non-military production because 
01' a lack of containers. 

Fish and Seafood Metal Can Shipments. 1940-49 

1940 J 1941 J 1942 1 1943 1 19441 1945 1 19461 1947 1 1948 I 1949 
• • • . . • . • • . • . • . . . . . . . . .• (in short tons of steel) ........••..............• 

~28,3821142 ,2221126, 970182,986199,4261106,6291108,326[109,1301116,3971113,077 

'Ille fish and seafood metal can shipments for January-.5eptember 1950 totaled 
99,342 short tons of steel. , which would indicate a 1950 annual total of aoout 
132,000 short tons. Shipments of these types 01' cans in 1950, therefore, would 
approach the average for the years 194~42 before World War II restrictions on 
the use of metal cans for certain food products were imposed. 
NOTE: THE CONTA INERS AND PACKAG I NG INDUSTRY REPORT IS PUBL ISHED QUARTERLY. ANNUAL SUB

SCRIPTIONS AT 60 CENTS MAY BE PLACED WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT Of DOCU~ENTS, U. S. 
GOVERNMENT PRINTING OffiCE, WASHINGTON 25, D. C., OR ANY fiELD OffiCE Of THE DE
PARTMENT Of COMMERCE. 

4. 
New Jersey's Fisheries Damaged by 'ovelllber 1950 torm 

The severe storm which buffeted the 1.1iddle Atlantic States on 10ver;oer 25, 
1950, caused a moderate amount of damage to the fisheries of ew Jersey, accor ing 

UNLOADING SEA BASS FROM FISH POTS AT CAPE MAY 
N. J. TH~ NOVEMBER 1950 STORM CAUSED EXTE ' 
SIVE DAMAGE TO THE FISH-POT fiSHERY. N-

to a report froIU tne Service 's F ish
ery l.~rketing Specialist stationed 
in that State. Some phases of the 
fisheries were hit harder than others 
It is estirr.ated that losses wi thin . 
the industry were noderately high . 
These losses coupled with a rather 
poor fishing season has been a finan
cial blow to many of the fishermen. 

Perhaps the hardest hi t were 
the pound-net fisheries which suf
fered a near-total 10SB of all gear 
in operation at the time of the 
storm. However, since only a few 
of the operatqrs had not removed the 
webbing, losses were conf ined in 
many cases to broken and washed out 
pilings. There is uncertainty among 
pound-net operators as to the proba
~ility of replaCing damaged equip
mant in the near future. Any worth
while gear remaining attached to 
pound-net locations was being sal
vaged. 
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'lhe cl!iIIl fishery also suffered damage and setbacks. A survey around 'I\lckerton. 
New J ersey , (probably the largest volume producer of hard clams in the State) re
vealed the damage to be very severe in that area. Since most of the clam harvesting 
is done in open "Garvey"-type boats, which are not constructed to withstand a severe 
storm, and s ince most of them were moored in unprotected waters, the majority of 
these boats were swept away across the meadows or sunk. Salvage operations are be .. 
ing undertaken, but it is felt that full recovery will be 5chieved rather slowly be
cause t he finances of the owners of these boats are limited. 

The oyster industry along the Delaware River appeared to have suffered no seri
ous damage to installations and equipment. Most of the damage was confined to elec
tric motors and heating systems which were on the lower levels of the plants. 

Most of the draggers and se iners suffered little or no loss from the storm. How .. 
ever , on~ dragger with a five-man crew aboard was reported lost at sea. 

Wholesale and Retail Prices 
WHOLESALE PRICES, NOVEMBER!.22.Q.: Partly due to the drop in demand for fishery 

product s that usually occurs during the latter part of November because of the 
'lhanksgi ving holiday, wholesale prices for these products during the month were 
generally lower than those quoted in October. In November 1950, the edible fish 
and she l lfish (fresh, frozen, and canned) wholesale index was at 109.2 percent of 
the 1947 average (see table 1)--1.4 percent lower than the previous month, but 
still 12.7 percent above November 1949, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics 
of t he Department of Labor. 

All subgroups in the fishery products wholesale index showed a general decline 
during November as compared with October. However, the biggest drop occurred in 
the frozen processed fish and shellfish subgroup (8 drop of 5.5 percent from Octo
ber to November) mainly due to the lower prices quoted during the month for frozen 
shrimp and haddock fillets. Large cold storage holdings and substantial imports 
were probably responsible for the lower shrimp prices, while the continued heavy 
product i on of scrod haddock in New England adversely affected the prices of frozen 
haddock fillets. Compared with November 1949, the index for this subgroup in Novem
ber 195 0 was only 0.8 percent higher, with prices for frozen flounder and rosefish 
(ocean pe rch) fillets substantially higher and quotations on frozen haddock fillets 
and shrimp nruch lower. 

Prices of fresh processed fish and shellfish during .November were generally 
lower since the index for this subgroup dropped 3.6 percent from October to Novem
ber . (The r e had already been a decline of 6.0 percent in this subgroup index from 
September to October.) Nearly all items included in this subgroup showed a price 
decl ine from October to November, but the biggest drop occurred in fresh shrimp 
prices, followed by fresh haddock fillets, and a slight drop in shucked oyster 
prices. I n comparison with November 1949, the index for this subgroup for the 
same mont h in 1950 was 4.7 percent lower, with prices for all individual items in
cluded unde r this classification substantially lower. 

The r e was a general decline of only 0.6 percent from October to November in 
t he drawn , dressed, or whole fin fish subgroup due to the sl~tly lower prices 
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h or frozen salmon frozen halibut, and freah haddock. On 
which prevailedd fior fres instances the fre:m-water fish included in this subgroup 
t he other han , n SOIlS, h i th t Lts.k a area 
showed substantial price increases Deoause stormy weat er n e rea e 
during November adversely affected the production of fresh-wuter fish. However. 
November 1950 pr i ces for all items under this subgroup were still 16.7 percent nigher 
than in November 191.9, with only lake trout and yellow pike selling at lower pr1ces . 

, • I'OINI' 0) <riICUC ut;IT A'IIJ<"U Hl1';, il I "" l' 
GROl.iP SUBGROUP AND ITEM ~PECIFICATION I I •• ~ .~::~~~ •• I.~~ .. ~~~ . • I .~~~:~~~ ~. !109~2"(j I~lltr I~ 

~FISH AND SHEUFISH (Freeh, Frozen, etd Conned) . . . .. . .......... . ..... . . ::................................... -'-~ ""'.~, 
Fr sh and Frozen Fisbery Products: •• • ••••••••••••. eo ••••••• •• •• •••••• j. aA . ~ . ---5-- .DresSed 0r'iib0l8FfiiTIiih: . .. ........... . ........... . ...... .. ... .. . - . .. .. •• • • • .. • • • • • 11:11.1 In .• 

r~:d~OCk, lar~e~o-rr;bo'r~, t r esh •••• Borrton l~. .1E .12 .ll 

Halibut, Western, 20/80 Iba . , dressed, New York City ,4,.1 ,40 .:n 
tresh or frozen •• • ...•.••••...••• • . . • . .• 

Salmon, king, 1ge. &. med., dressed, 
tresh or frozen • • • • •....•••..•••. • ..• • •• 

Lake trout, domestic, -mostly No.1, draw 
(dressed), !'rash ••• • •••••••••••••. •••••• Cl..1cago 

Whitetish, mostly Lake Superior, drawn. 
(dressed), tresb •••••••••••••••• •• • 0 .... 

Whitefisb, mostly Lake Erie pound nec., 
round, !'resb ••• 00....................... Now York City 

YellOW pike, mostly l11chig8.ll (Lakes 
H1ch~ &. Huron) round f'reeb •••••••• 

.~ 

• .a 

.~ 

.'3 

.41 
Processed, Fresh I.Fish end Sh.lltl~" ............................................ . 

Fillets, baddocJ(, small, skins on, 
20-1b. tins •••.•••••••••••••••• 0 •.•• 0... BonoD lb. .~ 

• • 7 

.. , .00 

.:13 

. 40 

.27 .~ 

Shrimp, 1ge. (26-30 COUllt), headless, 5.:l6 
tresh or frozen......................... New York: City . I • 

Oysters shucked standards • •.• 0 •••• 0..... Norfolk area l..8!.L • . 31 .~ 4.03 
Processed, Frozen.~~Fi5h aud Shelltia~.~: .••••••••••••••••. • • • ..•..••••. . .. . •• . •• . •• 0 ••• • • • •• 0.0 • ••••• 0 • 

Fillets: Flounder (yellowtail), skinlese, 19 
lO-lb. boxes .00.0 •••• 0 ••• 00 •• o. Boston lb..3:) .~ • 

Haddock, smell. lO-lb. cello-pack • 3, • .. ) 

Rosefish, lO-lb . cello-peck. .... Cluuc star .26. 6 .22 
Shrimp, 19 •• L26-30 count) ~ to IO-lb.bx8 Cbleogo .:12 .~7 .~ 

Canned Fishery Products: ...... . .. ... .. . ... 0 ••••••••••••••••• 0 .......... . ..... . ........... 0 •••••• 0 •••• 0 •••• 

SalmOn, pink, No.1 tall (16 oz.) • .4,8 cans 
per case ............................... 0... ...... Seattle c .... 23. 1:>.76 

Tuna, light meet, 8011d pack, No. ! tuna 
(7 oz.). 48 cans per Case .. 0 ...... 0.............. lDs Angel •• 14.7:1 1'. 

Sardines (pilchards). Calitornia, t.ome.to 
pack, No.1 oTal (15 oz.), 48 cane per cese •• 6.E!> 6. ,. 

Sardines, Maine, keyless oil, No. t drawn. 
~~ oz.J. 100 cens per Case..... .......... N .. York City 

~ReVlsed 

116.0 116 . 1 

1 .9 :l6. e 

1 .3 ~ .l 

14 .6 ~.O 

120.7 ltO . ~ 

9'.1 13.' ...... ~ 

'.4 
73. 6 77. 2 

106.2 ...!2!!..3 .. l_u.:. ~ 

113.0 11 .0 
104. 1 109. 7 
130.0 U.S 
~g 84.6 

cu;. '''.~ 

1 .1 1:.4.1 

96.0 

69 . 9 6 .S 

'1.' '6.4 

~oe. v 

Un. 6 

1.0 

1~.e 

1 ~.~ 

1 

123. ' 

'XI . 1 . ..... 
lU.6 

II . 3 

"~ '6.' 
• . S 

lR .3 
.4 

_e::~ 0 
.~ .. 

.7 

91.2 

~.9 

71 . 1 

Lower price s quoted for canned Mai ne sardines during Nov~ber 1950 dro ped the 
canned fish subgroup index to 112. 5 percent of the 1947 average. However. prices 
for canned salmon , tuna, and California sardines during the same reonth held steady 
at the October levels. The i ndex for t hi s subgroup dropped 0.6 percent from Octo
ber to November , but was st ill 20.8 percent higher than in November 19 9. Compared 
with the corresponding month the previous year, prices quoted uring Tovembar 1950 
were substantially higher for canned pi nk salmon and California sardines, but lower 
for oanned tuna and Maine sardines. 

RETAn.. PRICES , NOVEMBER.!22.Q.: Because retail canned salmon prices continued 
to rise, the retail price index f or fishery products in mid-November 1950 continued 
to increase. This is the second month in succession that there has been an increase 
in thi s index in spi t e of the decline which took place in tne fishery products 
wholesal e i ndex during the seme period. 

Between October 15 and November 15, 1950, retail food prices rose only 0. 2 per
cent, but fish and shellfish (fresh, frozen, and canned) retail prices climbed 2.3 
percent. Compared with mid-November 1949, the retail index in mid-November 1950 was 
higher f or all foods by 4.3 percent and for 8J.l fish and shellfish (fresh , frozen, 
and canned) by 11 .9 percent. 

While prices of f resh and frozen fishery products on November 15, 1950, were 
only 0.4 percent above those which prevailed in mid-October, there was an increase 
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during the same period of 6.0 percent in canned salmon prices. Therefore, the in
crease which took place in the retail prices of all fishery products is directly 

Table 2 - Retail Price Indexes for Foods and Fishery Products, 
November 15 1950. with Comparative Data 

It an. Base I N D E X E S 
Nov.15 1950 Oct.15 a1950 Nov.15.1949 

All foods ....................... 1935-39 = 100 209.5 209.0 200.8 
All fi sh and shellfi sh (fresh, 

frozen, and canned) ........... do 336.5 328.8 300.6 
Fresh and frozen fish ••••••••••• 1938-39 = 100 286.5 285.2 266.4 
Canned salmon: pink ••.••.••..•. do 445.9 420.6 367.9 

attributable to the rise in canned salmov priceso Compared with November 15, 1949, 
the retail index in mid-November 1950 for fresh and frozen fish was 7.5 percent 
higher, but that for canned pink salmon was 21.2 percent higher. 

Economic Cooperation Administration Program Notes 
AID TO 'lEE PHll..IPPINES: The United States Government is launching an immedi

ate progrill~ of technical assistance to the Philippine Republic, to assist that 
government in meeting its initial commitments under the recently-signed preliminary 
economic aid agreement with the United states, the Economic Cooperation Adlliinistra
tion announced on Decenber 1. 'Experts in certain technical fields have already 
been a?pointed end other technicians are expected to be appointed soon. 

The China Area Aid Act authorized ECA to use already-appropriated funds to aid 
countries in the "general area of China. II The Phil ippine technical assistance pro
gram will begin under this general Southeast Asia prograru. pen ling further consider
ation by the United States Congress. Legislative action is necessary both in the 
l,nited States and the Philippines to implement the agreement, which states Presi
dent TrULlan I s intention to ask the United States Congress for the necessary funds 
for a social, econor..:.ic, and technical assistance program requiring "several conse
cutive years of substantial aid. II 

1;lA.illiF..rU.L ?LJJ iJD TO Lr.ITED KINGDOI(' SUSPENDED: The suspension of Marshall 
Plan aid to the l,ni ted Kingdom on January 1, 1951, was reported by the Econowic 
Cooperation Acir:J.illistration. The ECA act i on fo~lowed a saries of consultations be
tween t he chief of ~C.AI:5 special mission to the united Kingdom and Bri tish offi
cials concerning the need for conti iued American economic assistance. In reaching 
this decision, the Dni ted States and Great Britain were guided by two considera
tions: 

"F irst, the econor-lic recovery of Britain and of the sterling area as a whole 
has Llade sucn good progress that the dollar deficit has in recent months disap
peared--an achieveF~nt which coming early in the third year of a four-year program 
is a source of profound satisfact ion to both governments. 

"Secondly, the defense progra"C. of the United States, wllich includes the lntual 
Defenqe Assistance Progrs.rn (IviDAP), will ilOW impose new and heavier demands on her 
economy. II 
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The United Kingdom, however, will continue to draw upon the total allotruents for 
the six months ended December 31, 1950, and previous allotments of aid until they are 
exhausteu. The goods and services so financed will, therefore, be reaching Britain 
for some months to come. Also, the United Kingdom will remain a full partiCipan t to 
the OEEG and EPU. Certain EGA programs, in particular those for fostering overseas 
development, for the production of sctirce materials, and for the interchange of tech
nical knowledge to encourage higher productivity, will be maintained . The United 
Kingdom will continue to be eligible for assistance under these programs and the eco
nomic cooperation agreement between governments of the United Kinguom and the United 
states will remain in force for the time being. 

n 
ECA Procurement Authorizations for Fi her) Produ t· 

Procurement and reimbursement authorizations reported by the Econo ic Coopera
tion Administration during December 1950 included $32~,OOO for fishe y prouucts and 
byproducts. Of this amount, $302,000 was to be used by Greece for the purchase or 
canned fish (except canned shrimp, crab meat, lobster, SaLmOD, or tuna) from toe 
United States and possessions. The balance of !20,OOO was to be used by France for 
the purchase of fish and whale oils from the United States an Possessions. 

There were no cancellations or decreases affecting previous authorizatioDs for 
fishery products during December 1950. 

From April 1, 1948, through December 31, 1950, ECA proc rement aut orizat ons 
for fishery products totaled $29.433,000 ($16,744,000 for edible fishery products; 
$11,149,000 for fish and whale oils; and $1,540,000 -for fish !real). Of this total , 
$10,344,000 was used for purchases in the United States and Possessions (canned fisn 
$7,256,000; salted fish, $9,000; fish and whale Oils, ~3,079.000) . In addition , du~ 
ing the entire period $220,000 was authorized under the Far Eastern Ai Programs for 
use by Korea for tha purchase of fish and whale oils from the United States and Pos
sessions. 

PACKAGED FISH - -1949 
DO YOU 1iliOW ••••• 

That the production of fresh and frozen packaged fish (flllets, 
steaks. and split butterfly) in continental United States during 1949 

totaled 194,011 ,159 pounds, valued at $48 .333,569 to 
the processors. This was an increase of 2 percent 
in quantity and 1 percent in value compared with 
the previous year. The principal'items produced 
were rosefish fillets (73,192,538 pounds, valued 
at .$15,334,674) and haddock fillets (42,139,796 
pounds, valued at $11,844,771). 

Bulletin--C.F.S. No. 579 




