
430 BIJLLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION. 

Auguat. This is a small fish as 
clear as a herring, but long and thin, and buries itself in a moment in 
the sand whenever it hears or sees an enemy approaching. At  times 
i t  is caught for bait for the white fishermen's lines with a very small 
meshed net, sild in large quantities. I have also found in them young 
parr and trout, and frequently perch and minnows. 

I have also found in them sand-eels. 

DENHAM GREEN, Trinity, Edinburgh, Deccrnber 18, 1882. 

SY.-A NOTE ON THE A ' E a A N T I C  B P E C I E S  O F  THE G E N U 8  A N G U I L L A .  

B y  SETH E. MEEK. 

In the Synopsis of the Fishes of North America by Jordan & Gilbert, 
two species of the genus An>guilla are recorded, Anguz'lla rostrata, the 
American, and Anguilla vulgaris, the European, species. With a view 
to testing the value of the characters assumed to distinguish these two 
species I have carefully compared several specimens from both sides of' 
the Atlantic. 

In  the American tjpecimens, the dorsal fin is proportionately farther 
from the end of snout, making the distance between front of dorsal 
and front of anal a little shortor than in the European specimens. Other- 
wise no permanent difference seems to exist. We should not, therefore, 
in my opinion, consider the two as distinct species, but rather as geo- 
graphical varieties of bhe same species. Below is given a table of eloven 
Apecimens, seven European and four American. The proportions are 
given in hundredths of the length to the end of last vertebra. All the 
specimen8 mentioned are in the collection of Jordan and Gilbert. 
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