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The s of t clan (lVivJ. ar~rK!.rif1) v{i1i ch is a l so calle d l'soft- she l l03d 
cl2.m. ,!1 "10ng-nGcked clilm, :1 and It ;Long- c l .:lrr.. ,1\ is f ound a l ong our At l:mtic 
CO J.s t from >outh C;:;.r olina to t hl:: Arctic OC t.l .:ln . These J.nil.la l s (i r e vory 
abundan t a l ong the CO;lS t of lJm; Engl :md , csp eci.J.l ly in l,I- inc .J.nd ;-la8s a 
chu8 otts , but a r e r a n ; l y t.:mc ount~r~: d south o f CTPC H2.ttcr cJ.s . 

Soft cl cJ.I:ls bef, i n spavlTdn:: i n th~~ spring and ea.rly SUIJL1c r \lhon the 
wate r t eJ!1pera ture r\)achcs 55 .0 or 60 . 00F ~ }~long the Heii J e r s ey cO.J.s t this 
oc cur s durin: j.1ay J.nd c·.n·l y June ; in Lon~ I sland Sound Md It:r r J.gans e tt 
Bay , i n June ; around Cc .. pe Cod, in Lhme and ,July; a.n d north of JOS ton , li~ t (; 
in Jul y . The sp~n-ming sl::a son l .J.sts about 3 months i i·J Uilss ,~c hus 0tts , Ctnd 
fr om ).j. to 6 months in Nc\·{ Je rsey . '1'n-.;: s ox~s in adult cl.:1ITIS :He scpa.r3.tc , 
and ma l es and f ona l e s occur i n f,l.pproxilTK1.t (;l y equal nurnbor s . In NC,1: .t!;n >l .::md 
·llla t cr s most of the young cl2.ffis [I.r,) r o,),dy for the ir firs t s p ::::;ming in the:; 
03.J.rly sUIJr1cr, v-rhe:n they .:l r l] .:lbout 1 year ol d . 

In os t8.blishin ~ a cl J.m fUEl i'oreI.lost considor :} t::'.on sho l d b e.. r;iv,:n 
to the s e l ection of tho f l etts ,,{hi ch J.r _~ to b ,.:; us ed for tho cul tiv~ltion . 
A Ijood fl .:lt should have c ompo.ct s oil 'lihich , ncv l::rtho lt...s s , Houl d pcm71it COIil

par~tive ly c;:.sy dir,;~im; . A n i:;:turr:: of _f.ilh:: s -md end Lud i n the r-.:.tio of 
2 pa rts s nnd and 1 pcn~t r;1Ud i s considor 0d t:F.; Y.10St dcs irabl ~ soil. Since 
thv gr oHt h of claws dGPunds to J. 13.r ge l:.xt ,-,nt upon th" c i rcul.:::.. tion of H2t L;r, 
it is d8s irabl (': t o h~tvC the fl 'l t loc.:lt -.;: d '..-h0r t.; thl: r e i s .J. good curr..;nt . 
ThG cl.:lm f a rm should b e f a r I" 3ffiovcd froEl .J.ny sources of domes tic or indus 
tria l pol lution . Cl ams :';rO\i i n Hat~r, the sillinity of vlhich J..:1y r .ngc fron 
8 to 28 p.J.r ts por thous .md . Us ually the ir tolc r c_nc e to ch;m~(;s in s.J.lt 
cont,:mt of the l,;Cl t c.. l' :is v ..; r y fj r e:at . Although thL; n.:l turC11 ha:) it -, t of the 
s of t Cl·J.lil i s bu t-HOlm thG tide lin Gs it thrives Otmo:.!.th tht:: 101: ,,;at c.: r lil:J.rk . 

The gr ound f or i1 f a r m shoul d bo c hos ;;n n O.J.r tho a r c<.J.s v-rhcr 'J 3. na tura l 
s e t of young c l a ms occ.urs . ProxirJi t~r of n':1tur.:J. l s e tting 'lr c 2.S ,[ill ,"lil1i 
na t e tho d i ff i cul ties of tra nsportin:s young cl ums a long di st.:--.ncc: . B0c .:.'..use 
smal l cl a ms "lr e tl xtr eJ:1Gl y f r agi18 wmy of them InC.Y be dtlm~:g(;d d ring tr:ms 
port2.tion . Unftlvorably high t umpc r :.l ture .:ll so nay c ~.us(:: consider ::.bl u mort :..l 
i t y arlonE; y oun r, .J.n i m:lls. The bes t nc t :10d of s h i pp ing s eed C1CllJS is by 
pa cki ng the!.l in boxes or b a r r._ls \li th dccrlp s C3.1[()cd . Pi" cos of icc pl J. ccd 
on top of the b cirrc l o.nd c oV.3r c d with bur l a p vrill keep y oung cl a!'!1S in _ ood 
hc!:llt~r condition , J.ssuring tlNir survivi.ll. 



:-3- f or o the young ::::n i i':1..::l1 s a r r.; p l ;m t .::: d in ·th8ir m nrr surroundin ~s c .J. r e 
shoul d bd t ::J.1 en t ~)r 3pu.rc th·] gr ound fo r the ir .J.rri va l . E21 ,r a ss and 
other thic1d y s rowing pL mts shoul d ur) r-;;lJov c;d , <- n d t h<; Gr ounds should 
be cl~::J.red of 2.11 c l "r.l c nc ,.i c; s , snch :.:.s cookles o.nd hor s es hoe cr ::!.bs . 
R..'lk i n "" the s urfJ.c c of tho soil sOLlc til;h;S f 'lcilitat e f; th~ burrowing of 
S c(;d c 1:' I!lS-. 

"'he plnntin i~ of seed c l :ms cons i s t s mor .. :: l y of s ov!inr:; thos e J.n i mCJ.ls 
upon thL surf·J.ce of t h e f l a t. ·,fhon c ovt~ rc d by the; n e x t tide , y oun g clams 
will burroVT r a..J i d l y into tho s oi l ::J.nd r equir e; no furthc" r .J. ttcntion . If 
it s ee..ns probl.bl e th'l t the.. ,-miT. :.11s S Ovln on t he f l n. ts mily be rolled by the 
v;::vu action , i t i s CJ.dv i s.J.b16 to Db .nt the n at h '11 f -tide ',vh8n the:: ,',at c r 
is s c:; ve r a l f co t deep , s 0 th~~t they rrill h '~ve ..! nough tine to burrow b 'Jfo r e 
the fb.t i s Q:xpos,';d . Onl J 0. liEJ:j .. t l~d nU1.1o,:':) r of indi viduLll s i n any a r e a ' 
can groH wi thout c omp.,; t :l .n )~ vii t h r.::tc h othe r for food ::md spa ce . The r e f/,,!re , 
not mor.~ t h:m 25 YOUn"'; cL~;:1.s sho ul d b e pl ant.:::d p e r uCJ.ch squa r e:: foot of 
bottom. 

The follovvin?; n:.: thods n·J7 b'o r LCOL'Ir:1Cnde d fo r the gathe ring of s8ed 
cLEns in the [lrl'']'S of h' :n~r n:'. tur :.~ l Sb t : digr; in~; the set i n s ha.llov{ vl.J. t ;;; r 
in s uch 2 l"l.ccnn-...; r tha.t thl~ c 1 '-!:is vri l l t ,; Vi 1. he d out of t he soil by the tide j 
r.n.k ing t r,:':)nc,1''';:s :wross t~ic:clJ s ut flJ.ts i n t o \'/hich tht,; cla ns will be Yras hc-)d 
b-r t~e 'lction of the: tide clnd Hind; in ~.xtrcn81y he : ~~r s e ttin g a r <:; .J.s , ga the r -
ing both soil ~ nd cl:"r.ls ~nd trc.nsp ortil1 :?; t o t he p l :mting Gr ounds ; s iftin~ 

th,_ cl ~tr.J.s fr om th(~ s::nd by us ~_nf, ,.firu m.,:sh of 2 s u ffic i (:;ntly l nr ge: s i ze to 
r 1c ttl in th ~ cl.J.l1B but ~: l loH th2 p'.1rticL;s of 3 ;.nd i.~nd mu d t o go through . Di e 
~ing th.; f l .... ~t s j us t prior to the: sc tti!1'; of Gl .::J.jTIS v rH y oft<~n pr ove s. he lpf ul 
in c 't tcltin'3 b·-::tt') r r.l .'ll:l S!; t s , 
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