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UNITED STATES FOREIGN TRADE IN EDIBL~ FISHERY PRODUCTS , 1949-53 
• •• :By Arthur M. Sandberg and Ruth L. Dunavant 

IlmiODUCTION 

October 1954 

Definite changes are shown in the pattern of United State s foreign trade in edible fishery 
products during the post-war period, 1949-53. Since 1949, t he vol ume of imports has increased 
rapidly, reaching record levels in 1953. Exports , which were at a r elatively high l evel in 
1949, dropped to a record low in 1953, substantially below t he levels of the depression years 
1932 and 1933. 

Imports of edible f ishery products in 1953 were more than double the quantity of the annual 
averB€;e of such imports during the prewar period 1934-38. Amo ng t he major items showing substan
tial increases over the prewar average were fresh and f roze n tuna, canned tuna and tunalike fish, 
and fresh and frozen fillets. Exports of edible f i shery products in 1953 were 29 percent below 
their prewar average in quantity. Oanned salmon and sardine exports Were the principal items 
accounting for this decline. 

The qunntity and. value of edibl e f i shery products imported into and exported froo t he United 
States annually from 1939 through 1953 compared wi th the 19:34-38 average are graphically 
illustrated in chart 1 (front cover) and chart 2 . 

CHART 2.-VALUE OF U. S. IMPORTS AND EXPORTS OF WIBLE FISHERY PRODUCTS, 
Mi ll ion 19 34-3 8 AVERAGE AND 1939 TO 1952 
doll ars 
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United States imports of edible fishery products during 1953 totaled $195 , 209,660 , f oreign ( 
valueY, or almost 7 times the value of the 1934-38 average. The value of exports of edible 

fishery products in 1~53 was 28.6 percent above the prewar average. !he quantity and value 
of these imports and exports for the years 1949-53 compared with the prewar (1934-38) average 
are shown in table 1. 

Table 1.-United States Import s and Exports of Edible Fishery Products,19J4-38 Average and 1949- 53 

Annual. 
Item Aver3€,e 

1934-38 
1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

~tity (thousands of pounds) VEI.lue (tpoUSB-"ldeo of dollars) 

Imports-
I 639,725 646,668 705,118 726,179 ~tity •••• 329,840 470,517 

Value •.....• 28,649 113,753 158,414 158,363 183,121 195,210 

Exports-
Q;uantlty •••• 118,320 146,660 121,624 165,624 62,056 69 , 308 
Value ••••..• 13,281 29,212 18,856 'n ,073 15,511 17,084 

Source : Oompiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

The importance of United States foreign trade in fishery products to t he domestic fishery 
economy can perhaps be more readily grasped by a comparison with the domestic catch. The 
United States and Alaska fisheries produced in 1953, a catch of about 2.6 billion pounds, round 
weight, of fish for edible purposes. Imports of edible fishery ~roducts in 1953 , when converted 
to a rounn weight equivalent, represented a catch of mo r e then 1i billion pounds, or equivalent 
to 49 percent of the domestic catch used for edible purposes. Stated in yet another way, the 
1953 imports represent about one-third of total United States consumption of edible fishery 
products, 

70reien markets for Unit ed States fishery prodUcts have provided important outlets for 
edible products. Export markets have required up to 14 percent of the domestic catch of fish 
used for edible purposes. In 1953, about 5 percent of the United States catch used for edible 
purposes was exported or went into the manufacture of edible fishery produc ts ultimately sold 
abroad. 

The major competitors f or the United States domestic trade in fishery products are Canada, 
Norw~, Iceland, Mexico, Japan, Portugal, Peru, and the Union of South Africa. 

Rehabili tation of the world fisheries after the end of the war brought rapid recovery 
to prewar catch levels generally occurring about 1948 in almost all areas except the Jar East . 
Since that time, fisheries were subjected to certain settling influences. Jor instance, f ill et 
production in Canada and Iceland which developed to supply wartime requirements fo r the United 
Kingdom and other Western Juropean countries was directed toward the United States market after 
the emergency needs of World War II diminished. Japan promptly resUl!led and increased its trade 
in tuna with the United States. ~t for reasons of change in fishing areas and lack of supply, 

11 l·larket value or price in the country of exportation including costs of usual containers and 
charges incidental to placing the merchandise at the port of exportation r eady tor shipnent 
to the United States . Virtually all fishery prodlcts ere valued on bas is of foreign value. 
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Japan was not able to resume the salmon and pilchard trade it enjoyed in prewar ye~rs. Failure 
of the United States pilchard catch has resulted in recent gains in imports of canned sardines 
from Japan, the Union of South Africa, and t he Netherlands. 

Foreign-aid programs were redirect ed under the Marshall Plan begi nning in 1948. From t hat 
time through 1953 , most Western European countri es as well as others controll ed t he commoditi es 
for which dollar exchange could be used. This resulted in an almost complete curtailmpnt of t he 
exports of United States canned fish t o t he United Kingdom and othe r Western Eul")pean Countri es. 
Export markets in the Far East absorbed most of the surpl us of canned sardine s. A decline i n t he 
canned salmon pack in the Unit ed States aft er 1949 forstall ed any large exportable surplus of 
thi s commodity. In 1953, t he Unit ed States i npo rted subst antial quant itios of canned sa1~on and 
sardine s to mee t its own r equir ements . 

SUHl-tARY OJ!' UID'fml STATES IMPORTS 

United s t ates imports of edible fisher y products i n 1953 totaled 726,179,000 pounds valued 
at $195 ,210,000 (table 2). Tne 1953 i mpor ts exceeded t ho se ·of ~~y yea r on r ecord, both in 
quantity and value. Fresh and frozen fish i mro rts were al ::1ost t hre e t i :nes t he quantity of t hose 
of the 1934-38 average . Canned fi sh i nports wer e r:!Ore t han doubl e t :_ose of t !le pr ewar aver age. 
Fresh and. frozen shellf ish i..rnpo r ts wer o more tha.~ t !lr ee t i me s t he 1934-38 1:.ver age . Cur ed fi sh 
imuort s \,'ere cli".h t l ' l e ss t han t he nr ewar aver :'\ge. Fresh ~'1(1. frozen f : :;h rum shellf ish to
get her accoULtedOf or' 67 percent of t he total quantit~' of imports of edibl e fisher y products. 

Canada was t he source of a large percent age of Uni ted States i mports of f re sh and fro zen 
fish. Weste r !l Eur ope was t he principal sour ce of canned f ish. Africa became an i ncreasing 
suppli er of canned fi sh i n 1953. Japan conti nued t o be an import ant sour ce of f ro zen and canned 
fishery products. 

Table 2.-United States Imports for Consumption of Fish and Shel1fish,1934-38 Average and 1949-53 
- --- -

Annual 
Item Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-38 
, 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 
s. .... 'f!ik __ -~~~ -. lish, excluding shellfish: 

Fresh or fro zen •. .. .. .... 132,899 242,226 343,678 372,920 400,418 383.765 
Oured. " .. . ...• ••••. . . .• 98,765 97,810 98,088 100,104 102,655 90,247 
Can.n.ed ••••••••••••••••••• 57 ,455 45,911 90,335 63, 980 89,470 129,905 
Prepared or preserved ••• 124 1 424 1.911 1 211 1 256 3, 005 

To t al. •. . ....•. • . .... • 289,443 387,371 534,034 538,237 593,799 606,922 

Shellfish: 
Fresh or frozen • ..•.••••• 29,177 71,441 89,884 95,482 98 , 295 104,853 
Canned •••••••••• •.••• • .. • 11,220 11,705 15,807 12,949 13 , 024- 14,404 

Total •..•.. • . .. •• . •• • 40,397 83,146 105,691 108,431 111 , 319 119,257 

Total, fish & shellfish 329,840 470,517 
L 

639,725 646,668 705,118 726,179 

( Continued on next page ) 



Table 2.-Unit ed State s Imports for Consumption of Fi sh and Shellfish . 19J4-38 Average and 1949-53 
( Continued) 

!mm.al. 
Item Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

19J4-38 

Value ( thousands of dollars) 

Fish. excluding shellfish: 
Fre~~ or frozen ••....•..• 8,651 42,652 62,801 72,132 82,062 77,618 
Cured •. ... . . .... ........• 4.880 14.454 13,947 13,896 15,282 13 ,272 
Canned • .. •... .. . .... .. ..• 7.732 17.688 31,512 21 , 658 29, 696 40,244 
Pr prared or prp.~erved ••.• 26 1'58 '492 427 407 760 

Totf'l ••.•.•.........• 21,2BS 75.152 108 ,757 108,113 127,447 131 ,894 

Shellfish: 
39,280 42.072 46.280 51.734 Fresh or frozen •......... 3, 700 31.239 

Canned • . . " . ..... . ..... " 3.660 7,362 10,377 8 ,178 9 ,394 11,582 
To tal ••••.•.•.•. ..•..•. 7,360 38,601 49.657 50,250 55.674 63,316 

Total , f ish & shellfish • . 28.649 113.753 1.58,414 1.58.363 183 .121 195 , 210 

Sourcp: Conpi1ed from U. S. Bureau of t he Ce nsus da t a. 

SUMMARY OF UN1T~ STATES EXPORTS 

Exports of edible fishery products from the United States in 1953 totaled 69.308,000 
pounds, valued at $17.084.000. Fresh and frozen fish exports vere about equal in quantity to 

the rumual aVerage of 1934-38 (table 3). Canned fish exports wer e almost hal f t he pr ewar 
priod and about a t hird. of the quantity , xpo rted i n 1949-51. Ca.nned shellfish export s however 
in 1953 were almost double t hose of 1934-38 due rri ncipally to gr eat e r shi pments of canned 9 '1'1.1 id. 
Cured f ish and shellfish exports Were abou t one- third of l>rewar. 

Canned fish and shellfish made up 83 percent of United States exports of edible fiR her y 
products in 1953. The principal export des tination was the Philippines. 

Table 3.-United States Exports of Fish and Shellfish, 1934-38 Averaee and 1949- 53 - - F 

Item 

--

Fish. eT-cJ~i~ shel lfi sh : 
Fresh or fro ze~ .• . .. . .•.. 
Ca.IU1~o.. • •••••••••••••••••• 
Cured • .•................. 
Other ••..... " .. . ........ 

To t al ............... .... 

See foo t note at e~d of tF-b1e. 

i I 

Annual 
Averac.e 1949 1950 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

7. 034 4.655 4.227 
YB9.61 3 126,620 108,015 
1/ 5, 636 1, 667 945 

820 132 64 
103,103 133.074 113,251 

Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 

5,595 2.728 
147,295 49, 980 

643 669 
53 168 

153 ,586 53.545 

1953 

7,871 
46. 722 
1, 084 

67 

55,744 



Table 3.-United Sta.tes Exports of Fi~h and Shellfish, 1934-38 AVerE!ge and. 1949-53 (Continued) 

Annual 
Item Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-38 

~antity (thousands of pounds) 

Shellfish: 
Fresh or frozen •••••.••.• 7,751 2,188 2,169 2,445 2,724 2,514 
Canned •••.... " ........•• 1/ 5,841 10,621 5,735 9,009 5,221 10,782 
Cured ••••••••...•...•..•• 1,625 777 469 584 566 268 

Total •. , ............... 
15.217 13,586 8,373 12,0)8 8,511 13,564 

Total, fish & shellfish .• 118,)20 146,660 121,624 165,624 62,056 69,308 

Ve.lue (thousands of dollars) 

Fish, excluding shellfish: 
Fresh or frozen ••. . ...•.• 729 685 324 696 548 1,129 
Canned ••••.....••••.....• 1/ 9,896 23,('.26 15,356 22,210 10,767 10,862 
Cured •.•••..............• 1/ 606 445 254 178 224 300 
Other •••.••........•....• 137 73 27 J4 49 31 

Total ••.... . " " ....... 11,368 25.029 15,961 2'.118 11,588 12,322 

Shellfish: 
Fresh or froz en ••••.... .. 615 963 953 1,094 1,475 1,632 
Cs...nned •.•••..••.......•.• 11 1,015 2,757 1,655 2,496 2,079 2,911 
Cured •............. . •.... 283 463 287 365 369 219 

Total •••.•.•...•.....• 1,913 4,183 2,895 3,955 3,923 4,762 

Total, fish & shellfish •• 13,281 29,212 18,856 27,073 15,511 17,084 .. 

1/ Data not availab~e for a ll years for certain items ther efo re the average consists of comb ina
t ions 3-, 4-, and 5-year averages as available. 

Source: Compiled fr om U. S. Bureau of the Census da ta. 

Ii'-tPORTS OF FR3SH AlW FROZEN FISH A1ID SIELLF ISH 

Uni t ed States impo r t s of fresn ill1d fro ze n f i sh in 1952 reached t he highe st quantity on 
record. The 1953 imports wer e second only to t ho se of 1952 . Tuna, salmon and groundfish (coa , 
haddock, hake , pollock, cusk , and ocean perch) were the principal fresh and f roz en items imported 
in substant i ally greater volume than t he annual aver age of 1934-38 (table 4, page 6). Halibut 
and swordfish were also received in increased quantities . 

Practically all t he sea herr i ng ~ nd tuna i mported ar e raw materials f or can.~ing, whe reas 
most of t he other items go directly into markets as fresh or frozen fish. Imports of groundfish 
until 1953 were largel y of fresh and frozen fill ets. Lat e in 1953, however, fish blo cks of cod 
and rel a ted species (skinles s fillets compressed into a single block) were introduced for use in 
the preparation of fish sticks and other portioned fish. Large quantities of fresh-wat er fish 
were imported as fillets also. 
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Table 4.-United States Imports for Consllmption of Fresh or Frozen Fish. by Speci 8. 

1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Annual. 
Species Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 

1934-38 

Q;uant ity (thousands of pounds) 

Fresh-water fish ... .. ......•. 49,630 51,561 53 , 971 54,744 54.040 
Eels •••••••.... .. ...........• 538 729 559 729 850 
Salmon •.... • ................• 6,962 24,747 44,975 27,526 33 , 587 
Cod, haddock, hake, pollock. 

'JJ 51.498 70 , 8)9 
I 

96 , 271 115.525 cusk, ocean perch ••. .. ..•. 2.191 
H81ibut •.... ......... " ....•• 4.288 12. 773 17.029 

I 
15. 988 15 .856 

Mackerel •••..•........... '" . 769 2.51(' 3 . 655 4,489 3 .151 
Swordfish •••...•......•....•• 4, "'75 6. 306 9 . 775 8.689 10.226 
Sturgeon ••••...............•. 1, )42 402 396 

I 
383 

I 
935 

Smel t •.•.•..•................ 6.868 6, 230 6. 022 6, 054 4 .4)9 
funs ••. ....•...•.•..... '" ..• 9 ,187 20, 606 56,712 

I 
62,085 69 . 00) 

Sea herring •................. )), 62) )8,268 40.124 41 , 091 31.426 
Other ••• ••••••••.....•...•••• 1/12,726 26,596 39,621 54 .871 61 • .380 

Total ••... . ......... .... .. 1)2,899 242 . 226 31..3 , 673 )72,920 400 . 418 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

Fresh-water fish ••.. ...... ..• 4.189 11, 226 I 12.409 I 14.060 1 14,112 
Eels •. . ..... " ....... " .. . ... )4 96 

70 I 113 145 
Salmon • ... . . .......•. '" ....• 625 5,658 10 ,920 7,505 8,242 
Cod. haddock. hake . pollock, 

I 
22.871 cusk, ocean perch •.. ... ... 1J 96 

I 
9.117 12,)12 17,530 

I 
Halibut •••..•......•.... '" " 424 ).317 I 4,954 4,176 4,039 
Mackerel .•..•..... .. ........ • 41 253 362 

I 
538 378 

Swordfish ••........•.•...... • 499 1, 614 2.372 2 . 609 2 ,971 
Sturgeon •.•......... , . .. .. " . 241 

I 
)02 326 3)5 544 

Sme1 t ••.••.•.....••...•.....• 695 1,090 1,261 1,260 1.199 
Ttlna •................. .....•• 557 2.922 7.69) 7.868 9 .275 
Sea herring •••.•............. 290 82) 417 85) 573 
Other ••............ . .......•• 1/ 960 6, 2)4 9.705 15.285 17.71) 

Total ••...••............• • 8.651 

1953 

47,182 
585 

27 , 364 

96 .936 
14.183 

3 ,403 
7.398 

410 
6.229 

95 ,119 
24 ,(8) 

I 
60 ,22) 

.38) ,765 

11 . 69) 
119 

7 . 010 

17,979 
3 .580 

.389 
2.489 

416 
1,418 

14.502 
465 

17.558 

42.652 62.801 72.1)2 82.062 77 . 618 
YCod, :wddock, hake . pollock, cusk. OCean !lerch, filleted, skinned. boned , Sliced. or 
divided "'''"r" included with II Obe r ii species prior to 1<139 . 

SourCe: COI:lpHed from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

Canada was the leading country in the shipment of fresh and frozen fish to the United States 
(table 5, page 7). Japan and Iceland were also major suppliers in 1953. Tuna imnorts increased 
substantially coming largely from Japan and Peru. Imports of salmon from Canada also show large 
gains over t he prewar (1934-38) average. Swordfish imports. both whole and as fill ets showed 
gains bo t h fron Japan and from Peru. Ground:fish fillets (cod. haddock, r:£1:e , llollod:. cusk, and 
ocean p~rch) increased from about 47 million pounds in 1949 to almos t 90 ni1lion pounds in 1953, 
due to greate r imports from Iceland, Norway, and Canada. Other fillets, largely fres ,1-water 
fish fill E';;3 froJJ Canada and swordfish fillets from Japa'1 . increased from 18 million pounds in 
1949, to 51 million pounds in 1953 (see chart 3, page 7). 
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CHART 3. - UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF GROUNDFI SH AND OTHER FILLETS, 

Million STEAKS, STICKS, ETC., 1939 TO 1953 
pounds 

120 ~~--~--~-'---r--~~r--'--'---'--'--'---r--' 

90 

60 

30 

Gro undfi sh 

(including ocean 

Others _ .... 
/-- ................ "." 

/ 

/ 
/ 

/ 

~ 
/ 

"';' 

OL-~ __ ~ __ L-~ __ -L __ L-~ __ -L __ ~~~~ __ ~~~_' 

1939 4 0 41 44 45 46 47 48 49 51 52 53 

Table 5.- United states Imports of :F'resh and Frozen Fish, by Species and Major Sources, 
1934-)8 Average and 1949-53 

Species and Country of Origin 

'fuole, behe aded, 0 r eviscerated' . 
Fresh-water fish: 

Canada: 
Whi tefish ••.... .. • ...• ••• 
Yellow pike ••.•. , .. , . . ... 
Jacks or grass pike ••.... 
Lake trout ••••.• , . ..•••.• 
Yellow perch •••.... •..• •• 
TuJ.libees ••••••• ....... .• 
Lake herring and ciscoes. 
Chub •••.. . . .. •......•.. .• 
Mullet •••.••. " ....... .. . 
Saugers •........... ..... . 
Blue pike ••••••••.•.•.•.• 
Other, n.e.s ••••.•... . .•• 

Total •. ... . .......... 
Other countries !l 

Total all countri es •• 

See foo t note s at end of table. 

_. -
Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-38 

q;u.antity ( thousands of pounds) 

11,579 13,738 13,455 
8,.586 7,977 7,765 
3,153 2,453 2,839 
4,040 3,449 3,111 
3,230 809 711 
1,423 1,727 508 
1,552 728 718 

645 485 288 
383 808 941 

4,196 2,723 4,539 
- 1,284 796 

10,809 14,561 16,863 

49,596 50,742 52,534 
J4 819 1,437 

49,630 51,561 53,971 

( Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 

-

14,908 14,794 
9,313 8,512 
2,311 2,331 
3,079 3,392 

725 951 
291 526 
413 400 
318 160 

1,014 844 
3,522 2,)82 

.581 444 
16,667 16,827 

53,142 51,563 
1,602 2,477 

54,744 54 ,040 

1953 

l L!. , 876 
6,713 
1,535 
2,607 
1,169 

191 
378 
212 
575 

1,629 
226 

14,690 

44,801 
2,)81 

47,182 



Table 5.-United States Imports of Fresh and Frozen Fish, by Species and Major Sources, 
1934-)8 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Annual. 
Species and Country of Origin Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 

1934-38 

~le! behyad.ed, or eviscer9.ted: ~tity (thousands of pounds) 
Cont nlll?d 

Sa1:non: 
Canad.a ....................... 6,749 24,747 44,924 27,408 33.586 
~tller ......................... 213 - 51 118 1 

Total ..•••............•.• 6,962 24,747 44,975 27.526 33,587 

Swordiisr.: 
Canatia •••••••••••••••••••••• 1,613 2,137 2,012 2,519 3,213 
Chil e •........• . ••...•. . ...• - )7 )1 221 58 
Peru I .......................... - 2,624 4,727 2,152 ),464 
Japan •............ . ......... 3,157 1.507 3.005 ),797 3.486 
Other ••••...... . .. " . ...•..• 5 1 - - -

Total ••.. .. .... .. ....••.• 4.775 6,306 9,775 8,689 10.226 

Hall"out, ~~ 

Canada ••••••.•....••.••. . ••• 4,179 12,768 15,80) 14,891 14,214 
IcelaI'ld. ........................ - - 4)9 441 1,384 
l~oN~ .............. .. ....... - - 636 210 10 
Other •..••.•.•...... " ....••• 109 5 151 446 248 

Total •.••.............••• 4,288 12,773 17,029 15,988 15,856 

Cod, haddock, hake, pollock, 
and cusk: y 

C arJ.a.d.a. • • .. . .. • . .. .. • • .. . • .. .. • • • • • 2,186 4,166 6,021 8,612 8,119 
Other ................................. 5 10 18 20 5 

TotaJ. ......................... 2,191 4,176 6,039 8,632 8,124 

Sturgeon: 
eanad.a ....................... 

'J/ 
205 402 395 352 298 

Other.~ •••••••••••••••••••• 1,137 - 1 31 637 

To tal •................... 1,)42 402 396 J8J 935 

Mackerel: 
Car~a ••••••••• ••••••••••••• 753 2,339 3,537 4,484 3,139 
Other •....................•• 16 171 110 5 12 

Total .......... .......... 769 2,510 3.655 4,489 3,151 
Eels: 

Ca.I18d.a •••••••••••••••••••••• 534 724 559 729 845 
Othe r ••••.•••••••.•••••••••• 4 5 - - 5 

Total ••••••••...•••..•••• 538 729 559 729 850 

Other fresh or frozen fish: 
CaIlada •.....•...........•••• 304 1,812 2,112 1,986 2,250 
Mexico ••.••................. 4,320 5,633 5,2l8 6,448 5,506 
Bahamas, Leeward and 

Windward. Islands •.. 49 356 339 428 270 
Other •......... . .... . . .. .. . • 528 29!?~ 507 481 481 

To tal. •.........•.........• 5,201 8,099 8,176 9.343 8,507 

{ Continued on next page 
See footnotes at end of table. 
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1953 

27,36IJ. 
-

27.364 

3,55) -
1,438 
2.)89 

18 
7,)98 

1),741 
2)) -
209 

14,183 

7,275 
5 

7,280 

406 
4 

410 

3,360 
43 

3,403 

585 -
585 

2,456 
5,595 

211 
617 

8,879 



Table 5.-Un1ted States Imports of Fresh and Frozen Fisc, by Species and Major Sources, 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

. I 
Species and Oountry of Origin 

-------_ . ..... ---
Whether or not whole: 

Sea herring: 
Oanada ••••........••••. 
Other ••..•....••.••..•. 

TotaJ. •••••••••..•... 

Tuna: 
Oanad.a •••••.•••..•...•• 
Oanal. Zone ••••••..•••.• 
Mexico •••.••••.•.•..... 
Oosta Rica •••••••••.••• 
Peru ••••••••••.•••.••.. 
Japan. •••••••..•..•..... 
!:c'l18d.or •••••......•.... 
Other •.•••••••••••••••• 

i'cttal ••••••.••••.•.• 

Sme1 tl 
Canad..a ••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••.•.•........•... 

1\:) tal. ••••........... 

Filleted, skinned, boned 
sliced or divided: 

-

· ... 
· ... 
· ... 

· ... · .... 
· .... ..... · .... · .... · .... · ... 
· .... 
· .... · .... 
· .... 

ck, Cod, haddock. hake. pollo 
crusk and OCean perch: ~ 
Can.ad.a ••.•..••.•••....• 
Greenland ••••••••...•.• 
Iceland ••••••••.•...... 

.... 
· ... 
· ... 
· ... Norwa~r •••••••.••••..••. 

Denmark. ••••.••....... ..... 
Netherlends •••••.•..... 
United Kingdom •••••..•. 
Other ••••••............ 

Total. •••••.....•.... 

· ... 
· ... 
· ... 
· ... 

--

See footnotes at end of table. 

Annual 
Average 
1934-38 

1949 
- .. __ .- 1950 I 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

33,532 38,114 40,100 
91 154 24 

33,623 38,268 40,124 
-

288 1.234 891 
400 956 5,904 
406 1,990 50 

1,764 10,078 9,621 
- 2,327 13.256 

6,318 2,839 25,369 - 1.026 973 
11 156 648 

9,187 20,606 56.712 

6,560 6,078 6,008 
308 152 14 

6.868 6,230 6,022 

41,685 49,212 - J84 
5,131 12,767 

50.$ 1.716 
- 625 - 7 - 87 - 2 

47,322 64,800 

( Continued on next pa;e ) 
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1951 1 1952 I 

40,826 31,201 
265 225 

41,091 31,426 

68 1.069 
AI 3,790 2,680 

3 23 
Y 831 604 

20,238 12.223 
35,728 50,985 

897 815 
530 604 

62,085 69,003 

5.944- 4,058 
110 381 

6.054 4,439 

I 
I 
i 
I 

57.58.5 56,427 
14.5 140 

24,516 35,142 
4.240 8,622 

238 2,)67 I 

221 1,458 I 

226 1,712 I 

i~c6 1,))) I 

87,639 107,401 

1953 

~4,560 
123 

24,683 

285 
1,600 

-
595 

11.600 
77,444 
2,058 
1,537 

95.119 

6.116 
113 

6,229 

59,130 -
23,596 
4,161 

J06 
279 
21J 

1, :171 

89,706 



Table 5.-United States Imports of FrAsh and Frozen Fish, by Species and Major Source_, (I 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

I I 

I Annual 
1952 195) 

Species and. Country of Origin Aver~e 1949 1950 1951 
1934-38 

Quantity (thousands of pounds) 

Filleted, skinned, boned 
sliced or divided: (Continued) 

Other fr,'h or fro"n fiSh~ 
15,061 19.112 25.105 28.794 J2.821 Jan.ada ••••••••••.•••••••••• 6,422 

Norway •.••..•.• " •..•...••• 14 ::'.030 2,402 5,892 i 4.716 1,999 
134 391 3,644 3,24.5 I 4.20.5 3,ee5 IcelaJld. •••••••••••••••••••• I Peru •••••••••••••.••••••••• - 182 692 I 3)2 .5Je 205 

Japan ••••••••••.••..••.•••• 879 1,728 
! 

3.994 j 6.958 6.114 8,56) 
Other ••••••••.••.•••.•.•..• 76 105 1.601 3,996 8,446 ),811 

Total •••••.•....••.•..•• 7.525 I 18,497 31.445 4.5.S28 52,813 51,)44 

-I 

Grl':"td total ••••••.•..•. 132.899 ! 
242,226 343.678 37~. 9?O hl\f) .4.18 )8),765 

1/ Included are small quantities of various fre3h-'Nater fish principally from l-ieXico and. DeDIIIa1'k. 
~ Includes with fins removed and without fins removed. 
JJ Includes 1.110,000 pounds from U. S. S. R. ( 
~ Data for 1951 and subsequent years exclude tuna caught by U. S. fishing vessels and transship- .. 
ped from Costa Rica 2~a the Canal Zone. Up to 1951 official statistics of imports included large 
qUEL~tities of tuna caught by such vessels. 
~ Prior to 1939 cod, haddock, hake, pollock. cusk and ocean perch filleted. skinned, boned, 
Sliced or divided were included with ·Other fres~ and frozen." 

Note: As a result of Confederation, imports fro~ C~nnda in nnd subsequent to 1950 included 
Newfoundland and Labrador. To ttake staUs tics for prior ;;lears comparable imports from Newfound
land and Labrador have also been included with Canada. 

Source: Compiled fro~ U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

Imports of fresh and frozen shellfish reached the highest volume on record in 1953 (table 6, 
page 11). Lobster imports. largely from Canada, were about J} times those of the annual average 
of 19J4-33 (table 7. page 12}. Shrimp imports, principally from Mexico ..... ere abo '~t 2) times 
those of the prewar T-eriod. Lobsters made up 40 percent of total shellfish imports; shrimp, 
41 percent. 

Lobster inports from the Union of South Africa, . New Zealand, and Australia show 1arse gains 
over the prewar average. Shrimp imports, prinCipally from Panama. and other Latin American 
countries show Significant i~creases in recent years. (Chart 4. pag~ 11). 
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CHART 4.-UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF FRESH AND FROZEN SHRIMP AND LOBSTERS, 
Million 1934-38 AVERAGE AND 1939 TO 1953 

,pounds 
60.--r--r-'--'--'--'--.--r--.--.-.--,-~--~~ 

45 

30 

."..--""" 
..... 

/ 
Shrimp / ",-

'" 

I 
I 

I 

"" .",.-- ................ --*' 
O~~~~~~ __ ~~ __ ~~ __ ~~~ __ ~~ __ ~~ 

1934-38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 
AVERAGE 

Table 6.-United States Imports for Consumption of Fresh or Frozen Shellfish, by Species. 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Species 

Orabs ••.........•.......•• 
Lobster ••••••.•..•.....••• 
Shrimp and prawns •••••.... 
Clams and quahogs •••.••..• 
Oysters •••.••••••......•.• 
Scallops •••••••.••...•.•.• 
Turtles •••••••••..••.....• 
Other ••••.••••••.•..•.•••• !l 

Total .•.•.............. 

Crabs ••.. . -................. 
Lobster ••.•.............•• 
Shrimp and prawns •••.•.••• 
01ams and quahogs ••••••••. 
Oysters •. " ............... 
Scallops •••••...•......••• 
'!l1rtles •••.....•.........• 
Otller •••.••..•••..•••••.•. 

Total. ••......•....•..•• 

See footnote at end of table. 

--- --.~ --

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-.38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

8 84 126 
12.053 30.679 34.973 

1.885 29,673 40,198 
3.987 4,958 5.368 
4,483 3.131 5.336 
1,730 400 692 

567 1.048 1.277 
4.464 1.468 1,914 

29.177 71.441 89.884 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

1 12 23 
2.519 14.913 17,177 

164 1.3.606 18.847 
60 853 1.121 

142 285 294 
258 204 282 

.33 54 64-
52.3 1,.312 __ 1:.._472 

3.700 .31,239 39.280 
- -- -

( Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

99 136 .584 
38,316 39,010 41,652 
41,824 38,471 4.3.100 

4.258 4,912 5,759 
7 • .305 11,249 9,845 

748 1,610 1,.361 
1.492 1.384 1.172 
1.440 1.523 1.380 

95.482 98.295 104.853 

.--~ ..... -.. -
24 45 155 

19.758 23.717 27.046 
19,409 18.505 20.898 

964 850 1.070 
32) 433 367 
.304 790 646 
85 80 67 

1.205 1,_8_~~ _ 1.485 1--------
42.072 46.280 51.734 

- -- -



Table 6.-Unlted Stntes Import3 for Consumption of Fre~h or frozen She11fifth, by Specie_. 
1934-:38 AVeTll£f'! nnd 1949-53 (Cont1n'ud) 

.. 

I I I 
Annual 

Species Aver~e 1949 1')50 1<:151 1952 195' 
:9)4-38 

A"\'"I ·ra.::e vciUf' per pound 
1 i 1 $0.;>4 I $0.:: 

f 
$0.27 $0.1::: $0.14 $0.18 Crabs •••••••.... . .......• i .49 I .49 i .52 I .61 .65 Lobsters •••••••...•.••.. .:1 I I 

! .4f. .lI.? .46 .48 I ,49 
Sm-lmp and pre.Wlls •••••.. .n? i 

I 
.17 , .?1 , .23 .17 .19 

Clams and quahogs •.••••• . 07 I 
O~r st t:: r~ •.••.••••••.•••..• .0) .n? .86 .04 .04 .04 

.15 
j 

.51 .41 .41 .49 I .48 Sce.110ps ••••••.•..•••.•• 
.06 .05 • 05 Of . .06 I .06 'l'urtl e s •••..••••••••..•• 

! 
I i . -

.89 I .77 .84 1.n 1.06 Other •••.....••.•... " ... .12 I 

i I l I , 
- , I 

l! Prior to 19~). data on abalone were not s nown 8~parBtq1y but were includ~d in thie item. 
Imports of abalone Bi~cp. 194) ar e report ~d serArBt~1y under canned ahellfish. 

Source: Conrplled from \1. S. Bureau of t!1" Census data.. 

Table 7 .-United Sta.t~s Il:Iports for Cons :lMpt1l)n 0: S:-.F' : 1ft 'l:-. (u:cbc 1 :1/: Ca.'\lled Sr.ell fieh) 'b7 
Spec1i-s and l ·~jor Sources, 19;.4-)8 Averse'!' &:-..1 1:149-53 

Species and Country of Or1gin 
I 

i 
I 
I 

Japan •.....................• 
Other countries ............. . 

Total. ••••.•.••. ~ ........• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

1 = 
Annual 

I Av~re.ge 1949 1950 
1934-)8 I 
~titJ (t~O\lSanJs 0: pour.ds) 

145 
7 5 J4 

11 69 76 
53 4 i 3 

4,267 3.019 ! 5,201 
- - 6 

4.483 3.131 5.336 

( Continued on next page ) 
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... - 1 - ::a:;s: 

1951 1952 195) 

18 ; 29 17 - : - 1 
43 : - -, 
41 78 16 i I I 

I 7.202 ll,139 I 9,80) 
1 ) 8 

7.305 1l.249 9,845 

( 



Table 7.-United States Imports for Consumption of Shellfish (excluding Cann,:;d Shellfish) by 
Species and Major Sources, 1934-38 Average and. 1949-.53 (Continued) 

I Annual 
Species and Country of Origin Average 1949 19.50 1951 1952 1953 

1934-38 
~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Clams and. quahogs: J/ 
3,916 4,641 4,280 3,,506 4,401 Canada •••••••••••••••.•••••• 3,221 

Mexico •••••.•.••...•.......• 7 2.55 828 40.5 .5.58 1,113 
Other countries ••••••......• 64 62 260 347 1,133 24.5 

!total. ••.................. 3,987 4.9.58 .5,366 4,2.58 4,912 .5.7.59 
Shrimp and prawns: 

Mexioo ••••••••.•••.....•...• 1.621 29,382 39.6.53 39,.575 33,863 36,768 
P8Jl8lna •••••••••••••••.....•• - - 143 1,2l8 3,903 3,943 
Other countries •••••••.•••.• 264 291 402 1,031 70.5 2,389 

~tal. •••••••••••••••••••• 1.885 29.673 40,198 41,824 38.471 43,100 

Scallops: llJ 
Canada ••••••••••••.•.••••••• 895 116 184 279 44.5 730 
Japan. ••••••••••••••••.•.•.•• 824 283 .505 467 1,164 62.5 
Other cotL~tries •••••••.•••• 11 1 3 2 1 6 

TotCll. •••••••••••.•.•....• 1,730 400 692 7~ 1,610 1,361 
Turtles: 

Mexico ••••••••••••.••••••.•• 4 628 .586 .548 757 388 
Nicaragua •••....•..........• 130 21 105 85 l1l~ 328 
Costa Rica ••••••...........• 187 - - 196 168 75 British West Indies •••..•••• 189 376 557 633 322 370 
Cuba ••••••••.•••••.•...••.•• 38 17 17 22 15 7 Other countries •••••••....•• 19 6 12 8 8 4 

Total ••••••.•.•.......... 567 1,048 1,277 1,492 1,384 1,172 
Orabs: jJ 

Oanada ........................ 6 70 74 37 116 571 
Other countries •••.•.......• 2 14 52 12 20 13 

'l'ota1. .......................... 8 84 126 99 136 584 

Other shellfish: Y 
Canad.a ........................... 380 14 29 14 59 107 
Mexico ........................ 2,512 - - - 4 19 
Spain ............................... 213 - - - - -Portugal. ......................... 231 - - - - -Hong Kong ••••••••........... 100 - - - - -Cuba ................................... 4 734 360 253 464 586 
Japa:c. ................................ 909 718 1.525 1,173 996 667 
Other countries •••••••••.•.•• 115 2 - - - 1 

'l'o tal.. ................................ 4,464 1,468 1.914 1,440 1,523 1,)80 

Grand total ••••••••••••• 29,177 71,441 89,884 95,482 98,295 104,853 
See footnotes on next :page. 
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~ Includes spiny lobsters <,.nd( crawfish, not cann)~:.. h t t i ai ti ht t i ( !,' 
~ Includes fresh or frozen except seed oysters ~ ot er oys ers, no n r- g con a ners. 
JI I~cludes fresh or frozen; prepared or preserved, not specially provided for. 
':±1 Includes fresh, frozen a.nd dried or canned. 
3J Includes fresh or froze~ crabs (not crab meat) and crabs, prepared or preserved, not specially 
provided for. 
gj Prior to 1943. data on abnlone were not se-oara.tel~· reported. but were included , ... ith this item. 
~pocts of c~alo~e since 1943 are reported separately under canned shellfish. 

Note: As a result of Confedera.tion, imports from Canada in and subsequent to 1950 included 
Newfoundland and Labrador. To make statistics for prior year!': comparable imports from 
l!ewfoULd.la;~d and. Labrador nave also been included wi th Oanada. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

m'ORTS OF nESS AND FROZEN FISH AND SHELLFISH 

The United States exports of fresh and frozen fish and shellfish in 1953 totaled 10.385.000 
pounds (table 8, page 14). Canada was the principal forei~l destination for these products in 
1953 . taking 36 percent of the fish and. 87 percent of the shellfish exports (table 9. page 16). 
Ge:lerally fresh and. frozen salmon and oyster exports were far below those of the prewar average 
(b)4-Jt; ). Shrimp exports decreased to about he.lf the 19J4-)8 average. 

Table a.-United States Exports of Fresh or Frozen Fish and Shellfish. by Major Species. 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

A.nnual. 
S!,ecies Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 

1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Fisb: 
SalIron •.. " ..... . ...... " 5.224 2,172 .52 802 268 Other •.......•... . . .. . ... 1,810 2,483 4.175 4.793 2.460 

Total ••..•...••......• 7.0,34 4.6.55 4,227 5,595 2,728 

( Continued on next page ) 
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1953 

848 
7,023 

7.871 
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Table 8.-United States Exports of Fresh or Frozen Fish and Shellfish. by Major Species. 
, " ' 1931.!-38 Average and 1949-.53 (Continued) .. ' ." .~ . . , . - , .. 

Annual 
Species' Average " 1949 

1931.!-Ja 
1950 1951 1952 1953 

Qpantity (thousands of pounds) 

Shellfish: 
Shr:imp •••..........•.. ., ... 2.015 555 651 762 1,016 961 
Oysters ••........•.•....• 5 • .513 951 635 720 810 744 
Other •. ~ ......•...... .... 223 682 883 963 898 809 

'1't>tal .................. 7,7.51 2.188 2.169 2,445 2.724 2.514 

Total, fish & shellfish •• 14,785 6,843 6,396 8,040 5,452 10,.385 

Value (thousands of dollars) 
Fish: 

Sal.mon •••••••.•.•.•.....• 567 J40 23 220 97 :nO 
Other •••••...••.......... 162 345 301 476 451 799 

'l'otal .•.••..•........• 729 685 324 696 548 1,129 

Shellfish: 
Sllrimp ••..•...•........•• 237 364 420 469 666 801 
Oysters ••••••••••.•..•••• 358 455 340 426 433 468 
Other ••..•............... 20 144 193 199 376 363 

'l'otal ••............... 615 963 953 1,094 1,475 1,632 

TOtal fish & shellfish •• 1,344 1,648 1,277 1,790 2,023 2,761 

Average value per poWld 

J'ish: 
Salmon ••...••....•....••• $0.11 $0.16 $0.44 $0.27 $0.36 $0.39 
Other •••.•••.•••••..••••• .09 .14 .07 .10 .18 .11 

I 
Shellfish: 

Shr1.Jnp •••••.•••••••.••••• .12 .66 .65 .62 .66 .83 
Oysters •••.•••••••••..••. .06 .48 .54 .59 .53 .63 
Other ••.•••..•••...•...•• .09 .~l .22 .21 .42 .45 _ ."_.-

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 
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Table 9.-United States Exports of Fresh or Frozen Fish and Shellfish, by Major Specie. aD! 
Country of Destination, 1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Spec 
Des 

-
ies and Country of 
tination 

-.-

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
19)4-38 

~antity (thousands of pounds) 
~.-

on: 
ada 

Salm 
Can 
Sw 
Un 
Ne 
lle 
"r 
Ph 
Otl 

.. .................. 
eden ••........... . . . ..• 
ited KinGdom ••••... ... • 
ther1ands •••. .. . . . . .. . . 
Igium & Luxembourg •...• 
arlee ••• ,. ........... . .... 
llippi::les, Republic of. 
ler Countries ••.......• 

Total ••••............. 

r fish (except salmon) Otlle 
Canad 
Pan 

a ....... ,. ............. 
ama, inc1udine 
anal Zone •••••••.•...• C 

cu: De ... . ......... . ........ 
therl:md s Antilles Ne 

Saud i Araoia ••••....••. . • 
nezue. la •.......••... . •. Ve 

A:rg 
Ph 
Ot 

e r.l. t ina •• • •••.•.••••.•• 
i1ippines, Republic of. 
h er •••••••••.••...•.••• 

Total fish (except 
salmon) •••••••••.•.••• 

ers: Oyst 
Can 
Pa 

ad..a •••••••••••••••• •• • 
nama, including 
anal Zone ••••••• . . . ..• C 

Un 
Bel 
Oth 

itsd Ki~om ••••••••••• 
gium & Luxembourg •••.• 
er ............................... 

To tal ................• 

: 
ada ................................. 

Shri!llJl 
Can 
Cub 
Me 

8. .......................... 

x1co ................................... 
nezue1a ••..••... " " .•• Va 

Panarn a, including 
C anal Zone •••••••••• • •• 
ther1ands Antilles ••..• Ne 

Un 
Jap 
Oth 

ited Kingdom •••.•...••• 
an. .................................. 
er . . ............................... 

Tot aJ. •••••••.••.•..••• 

1,530 2,103 15 
21 - -

1,434 - -
216 - -
170 27 19 

1,995 - -
23 4 1 

135 J8 17 

5,224 2,172 52 

1,019 2,018 3,907 

94 146 37 
47 22 33 

3 53 30 
- 6 58 
2 78 75 

258 - -
44 12 1 

)43 148 )4 

1,810 2,483 4,175 

1,797 899 620 

30 14 7 
3,410 - -

82 - -
194 )8 8 

5,513 951 635 

151 390 519 
1 11 21 
5 13 6 
1 21 33 

5 36 4 
1 10 27 

46 - -
1,775 53 21 

30 21 20 

2,015 555 651 

Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

-
706 89 386 
- - 183 

- - -- - 55 
42 12 64 
32 103 119 

: 
- - -
22 64 41 

: 802 268 848 I 

i 
I 

4,441 1,587 6.38l I 
I 
I 

; 48 1.7 41 
I )2 I 85 'Yl I 

I 39 I 18 52 
37 i 65 I 15 

139 ; 121 99 
I I 

I - - -I - 266 71 
57 I 271 'YZl 

I 
I 4,793 : 2,460 7.023 

r I 
675 753 667 

4 4 3 
- - 2 

16 I - 33 
25 I 53 )9 

7';'.') I 810 744 

593 786 855 
27 80 3 
14 11 4 
)8 32 21 

- 3 6 
25 39 30 - 3 4 
9 6 3 

56 56 35 

762 1,016 961 



, ~b1e 9.-United States Jilx:.!)orts of Fresh or Frozen Fish and Shellfish. by Major S:pecies and 
Country of Destination, 1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Annual 
Species 8.IId Country of Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
Destination. 1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) -Other shellfish: 
Carl.ad.a ••••••••••••••••••• 31 .588 786 886 675 654-
Other ••....••.••.•••...•• 192 94 97 77 223 155 

Total .................. 223 682 883 963 898 809 

Tbtal shellfish ••••••• 7.751 2.188 2.169 2.445 2.724 2.514 

Tbtal fish & shellfish 14.785 6.843 6.396 8.040 5.452 10,385 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

DlPORTS or CANNED FISH AND SHELLFISH 

United States imports of canned fish and s~llfish exceeded prewar level. in 1950 and 8ince 
that time have increased to twice the 1934-38 a~erage in quantity. The increase in 1923 canned 
fish impOrts is accounted for largelY by gains ~ sardines, tuna. and salmon (table 10). !he 
1953 imports Yere equivalent to 18 percent of d~estic production of canned fishery products 
(appendix. table A). 

Table lO.-United States Imports for Consumption of Canned fishery Products, 'b7 Kind of Product, 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Kind of Product 

Fish: 
Sardines ~ •••••••••••••••• 
Anchov-ie s •••••••••••••••••• 
Tuna and tunalike fishes ••• 
Antipasto ••.•..••.•...••••• 
Salmon •••••••••• . •••• · ••• •• 
Fish balls, cakes. puddings 

paste & sauce ••••••••••••• 
Caviar & other fish roe •••• 
Other •••••••••............• 

Total. ••.••...•.........• 

Shellfish: 
Aba1.one •••.•.•...••..•••..• 
Lobster ••••••••.••...•..... 
Clams & oysters •••••••••••• 
Pastes & sauces of 

shellfish ••••••••••.•••.• 

See footnote B at end of table. 

, 
Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

37,680 23,023 32,485 
4,252 6,264 6,853 
8.308 12,638 44,926 

255 127 407 
2,596 918 419 

1,041 1.154 2,010 
415 417 298 

1,939 1,483 3.793 

57.455 45,911 90.335 

?J 5.224 4,866 
8-50 2,106 4,620 
995 659 862 

144 186 166 

( Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

30,982 57,364 29,290 
5,556 6.190 6.902 

23,408 37,133 44,834 
246 296 369 
568 9,544 12,165 

1.302 1.245 1.322 
521 386 385 

3.089 3,694 6.564 

63,980 89.470 129.905 

4,663 3,422 3,520 
3,465 4,603 4,164 
1.510 1.075 1.285 

155 263 156 



Table 10.-United States Imports for Consumption of Canned Fishery Products, by Kind of Product, 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Kind of Product 

Shellfish: (Continued) 
Crab meat, sauce & paste •••• 
Other ••• , . ....•.••.•...•.•..• 

To tal. •••.••.••.•••......• 

Total fish & shellfish ••• 

Fish: 
Sardines ••••••.•.....••.•• 
Anchovies •••••••.••......• 
'l\ma and tunalike fishes •• 
Ant ipasto •••.•...•....•••• 
Salmon ••.•.............•.• 
Fish balls, cakes, 

:pud.dines, paste & sauce. 
Co.vbr & other fish roe ••• 
Ot:1.er· ••••••••••••••••••••• 

'I'o tal •••.•.•........... 

Shellfish: 

L 

· 
· · 
• 
· · 
• 

Abalone ••.•....•........•• 
Lobster ••••••.•••••••••••• · · Clams & oysters •••••.••... · Pastes & sauces of 

shel1fish. •••....••..••. · Crab meat, Sauce & paste •. 
Other •••••••............. .. 

Total ••.••.•.•......... 

Total fish & shellfish. 

Fish: 
Sardines •••••............• 
Anchovies ••••.•.•••.. " . • . 
Tuna & tunal1ke fishes •••. 
Antipasto •••••......•.. " . 
S~on ••••••••••..•.•....• 
11sh balls, cakes, 

puddings, paste &. sauce. 

· 
· 

· · · 
· 
• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

.Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
19'34-38 

~tity (thousar~s of pounds) 

9,231 2,307 4,070 
- 1,223 1,223 

11,220 11,705 15,807 

68,675 57,616 106,142 

Val (tho u.e d f d 11 usan s 0 0 ars 

4,338 7,499 9,41.5 
1,004 3,075 2,916 
1,385 5,331 17,092 

91 76 219 
169 255 113 

164 235 218 
311 558 398 
270 659 1,141 

7,732 17,688 31,512 

gj 1,769 1,621 
419 2,609 4,195 
205 444 390 

20 95 66 
3,016 1,960 3,673 - 485 432 

3,660 7,362 10,377 

11,392 25,050 41,889 

Average value per :pound 

$0.12 $0.33 $0.29 
.24 .49 .43 
.17 .42 .38 
.36 .60 .54 
.07 .28 .27 

.08 .23 .19 

( Continued on neXt page ) 
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, 

1951 19.52 1953 

1,968 2,080 3,983 
1,188 1,483 1,)94 

12,949 13,024 14,404 

76,929 102,494 144,309 

8,999 9,609 13,801 
2,951 2,987 2,985 
7,544 11,997 16,911 

152 187 198 
193 3,215 4,325 

232 241 269 
.548 452 459 

1,039 1,008 1,296 

21,658 29,696 40,244 

1,479 1,368 1,674 
3,397 4,697 4,729 

714 521 665 

7l 123 77 
2,100 2,226 4,045 

417 459 392 
8,178 9,394 11,582 

29,836 39,090 51,826 

$0.31 $0.31 $0.Z4 
.53 .48 .4' .32 .32 .38 
.62 .6:3 .54 
.34 .34 .36 

.18 .19 .20 



Tp:ble 1_0.-United States Imports for Consumption of Canned Fishery Products, by 11nd of Product, 
1934-:38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Annual 
Kind of Product Averege 1949 1950 1951 19.52 1953 

1934-:38 

Average value :per pound 

Fish: ( Continued) 
Caviar & other fish roe •.. $0.75 $1.)4 $1.)4 $1.05 $1.17 $1.19 
Other •••••••••.••........• .14 .44 .30 .34 .27 .20 

Shellfish: 
Aba1.one •••.•••••••••....•• ?J .34 .33 .32 .)9 .49 
Lobster ••••.••••••••••...• .49 1.24 .91 .98 1.02 1.14 
ClAmS & Oysters ••••••••... .21 .67 .45 .47 .48 .52 
Pastes & sauces of 

Shel.lfish ••.••.•••..••.• .14 .51 .40 .46 .47 .49 
Crab meat, sauce & paste •• .JJ .85 .90 1.07 1.07 1.02 

11 Includes herring. 
gj Imports of abalone were not r :ported separately nrior to 194J but were included with other 
shellfish. fresh I'Uld. frozen. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

Increased imports of canned sardines in 1953 
South Africa and. from Japan (table ll,page 20 ). 
created by t~e short domestic packs of sardines. 
below the. annual average of 1934-:38. Portuguese 
ctuantities than in the prewar period (See clli'U"t 

were obtained principally from the Union of 
These products were imported to fill a gap 
Imports of Norwegian sardines in 195J were 

sardines were imported in 195J in greater 
5). 

Canned sRlmon imports in 195J were over four times thor,e of the annual aver86e in 1934-38. 
Imports came principally from Canada. A reduction in import 1uty in 1952 and a small donestic 
pack of canned salmon were the principal reaSons for this gain. 

CHART S. - UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF FROZEN AND CANNED TUNA, 
Million 1934-38 AVERAGE, AND 1939 TO 1953 

pounds 
IOOr--r--r--r--r--r-;r--r-;r--r-,--,--,--,--,--. 

7S 

so 

2S 
" / 1\/ 

I \ / 
I \,' 

I V 
~-:-O;OO""' ..... 1 Canned tuna 

oL-L-~~~~~~~L-~~L-L-~ 
1934-38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 5 0 5 1 52 !;3 
AVERAGE 
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Ir.roorts of canned t'lnB were over five times those of the annual average of 19J4-~. due 
princ1p-;Uly to increasei imports from Peru and Japan (See chart 6). Beginning with 1951. the 
Japanese imports consisted largely of tuna. canned in brine. rather than in oil in order to take 
advantage of a more favorabl s ('.uty app1yiIlE; to the pack in brine. 

CHART 6.-UNITED STATES IMPORTS OF CANNED SARDINES. 

Million 19H-38 AVERAGE. AND 1939 TO 1953 

pound s~ __ -r __ .--r __ r--. __ .--. __ .--. __ .-~r--r __ r--r-. 
40 

30 

20 

10 -\ 
\ 

I
I 
I 
I 

No t i n oil I /----

1934- 38 39 40 41 42 4 3 44 45 46 47 48 49 5 0 51 52 53 
AVERAGE 

Table ll.-Uni ted ::;tate s Impc,rts for Consumption of Canned Fish {e:x:c1udi:1f; Shellfish). by Species 
and Major Sources, 1934-)8 Avp.rage And 1949-53 

I Annual 
Species and Country of Orie;in Average 1949 1950 

1934-38 

Ruantity (thousands of pounds) 

Sardines: 'JJ 
Can.ad.a. ............................ 
Sweden ••.••....... " .. . . . .. 
Denmark •••••. .. . . '" ... . . . 
Nor-w-ay ......................... .. ........ 
Netherlands •••....... . ..... 
Uni ted Kingdom ••••••••..•• • 
France ................................ 
Spl'.in ••••.... . . . .. . .. . ...... 
PortUSal ••••.•....•... . . . ... 
GerT.12-"lY •••.. • •.... . ... . .... 
Italy ••••••.•.•... . .. .. .. . . 
Morocco •• • •...... ... .... . . . 
Other ....................................... 

Total ..................... 

Anchovies: 
Sweden •••• . ••....... , . . . . . . 
No nta::!' ............................... 
France ................. .. .... .. ........ 
Spain ••..... . . . . . . ..... . <> ... ... 

See footnotes at end of table. 

1 
37 I 3.140 1.304-

55'7 605 1.025 
3 20 189 

29,795 13.302 22.009 
34 175 84 

1,027 1,108 1.591 
163 85 85 
274 105 123 

3,969 4,027 5.383 
192 5 78 
391 65 105 

98 297 428 
2J 1.140 89 81 

37.680 23,023 32.485 

194 153 206 
68 71 33 
16 7 14 

2,014 969 991 
Contir.ued on next page 

20 

1951 1952 1953 

1.346 1.420 1.002 
874 950 1.258 
718 872 787 

19,360 19.014 21.417 
292 158 9.51 

1,557 1,435 3,034 
104- 112 78 

28 70 71 
3.921 5.481 6,363 

226 259 258 
164 86 36 
620 1,063 899 
80 62 J/2l.210 

29.290 30.982 57.364 

152 174- 109 
59 39 26 
37 22 19 

1.440 1,515 1.670 



!ab1e 11.-United States imports for Consunptior. of Ca~~d Fish (e~luding Shellfish). by Species. 
and Major Sources, 1934-38 A.verage and 1949-53 (Contl~1.ed) 

. 
Annual 

Species and Countr,y of Origin A.verage 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
1931l-38 

Qpantlt7 (thousands of pounds) 

Anchovl e s : ( Continued) 
Port~ ••••••••••••........• 67 4.772 5.246 3.355 4.014 4,385 
Italy ......................... I'l'l' ......... 1,839 252 252 256 256 173 
Netherlands •••••••.....•...•• 1 14 8 170 98 J4 
lUgoslav1a ••••••••••••••••••• 12 13 74 38 69 441 
Other ........................................ lI.1 13 29 49 3 lI.5 

!tb tal. ................................... 4,252 6,264 6,853 5,556 6,190 6,902 

Tuna and tunal ike f1 shes: 
liferlco ...................................... 679 - - - - -
Peru. ........... . .......................... - 9,6L~3 10,.530 10,971 13,632 10,926 
CMle ........ I'l'l' .......................... - 117 163 1,067 545 138 
Azores ••..•••••••••••••••.••• - 77 189 - - 330 
Spain ............................................ 14 5 465 23 24 77 
Port~ ••••••••••••••••••••• 40 301 1.110 123 22 712 
Italy ............................................ 15 3 13 30 1 3 
Jc.:r>arl .................................... 7,044 1,793 31,885 11,094 22,796 32,36) 
Morocco •••••••..••..•••••••.• 18 26 41 5 - 4 
!ortueuese GUinea & Angola ••• 4 .549 223 81 100 166 
Other ........................... 494 124 307 14 1) 115 

TotaJ.. ••••••••••..••.•••••• 8,308 12,638 44,926 23,408 37,13) 44,834 

Antipast~: 

Portugala ......................... - 28 35 6 14 43 
Italy .............. oo ............... 232 98 371 240 282 305 
Other •••••..•••••.•..••.....• 2) 1 1 - - 21 

Total ••...•....•...•.•.... 255 127 407 246 296 369 

Salmonl 
Can.EWia. ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,931 893 416 529 9,480 12,1)8 
Japan ................................ 569 24 3 39 63 26 
Otll.er ........................... 96 1 - - 1 1 

'lb tal .............................. 2,596 918 419 568 9,544 12,165 

Fish cakes, balls, puddines • 
paste and sauces: 
Icela.rui ........................ - 12 5 - 2 -
Sweden ............................. 2 320 294 329 266 208 
Norw~ ............................ 1,302 470 650 117 745 819 
Portugal. ••••• " ................... 9 15 17 10 6 9 
Jap811 ............................ 634 154 112 99 168 175 
Other •••••••••••.....••....•• 63 70 76 147 58 51 

Total ••••••••••...•••.•••• 2,010 1,041 1,154 1,302 1,245 1,322 

See footnotes at end of tll.ble. \ Continued on next page 1 
21 



Table 11.-United States Imports for Consumption of CRnn ~d Fish (excluding Shellfish). by Specie. 
and J..lajor Sources. 1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Annual 

I I [ Species and Country of Oriein Aver£l.ge 1949 1950 1951 195::- 1953 
19)4-38 

I --
~t1ty ( thousands of pounds) ,---

I ! 
, 

Caviar ana ot her fish roe: i 

I 
I 

Canada •...................••• 5 176 96 171 60 54 
Iceland •••••..... . .. . . . .... . • • j 

27 22 , 89 108 lU 
Norw~ •.••...•..............• 66 57 50 i 65 .58 65 

! I U. S. S. R ...................... 238 108 73 , 88 78 75 
Japan •••.... .. ... .. . . ' .. . 54 28 36 

I 
62 56 I 51 ... I I 

I J Other •••••...... . ... . . . ...... 52 I 21 21 I 46 26 23 I I 

Total •••••. . ....... . ....•• 415 417 298 
, 

521 ! )86 I 385 
I I I I i Other canned fish: I I 

Canada .•••••.. .• ... .. . ... .... 39 
I 108 175 I 137 I 20) 158 , 

Peru .................................. - 524 , 1,799 I 1,131 2,166 1,761 
Chile ••.••... . ...... . . . .. . .•• - 12 I )19 , 242 43 : 35 ; 

Iceland ••••••••••. . . .. . . .. .•• - : 3) I 58 I 28 21 I -
No~ ................................. 210 189 3J2 I 220 99 .58 
Uni ted Kingdom ••••..•......•• 15 I 8 , 64 i 30 46 i 21 
China •••..... " .. .. . . .. .. . ... 86 266 215 ! 55 2 -Hong Kong ••.•.... . .. . ........ 229 16 I 14 155 68 ! 141 , 

I 
I Japan ••••••..•..... . ..... .. .• 1,074 185 

I 
J40 625 534 J30 

Othe r ............. . ........... . ... . . 286 142 477 466 512 1jj4,060 
I ! I Total •.••••.............•• 1,939 1,48) ),793 , 3.089 ),694 6,564 

Gram to tal ................ 57,455 
I 

45,911 ! 90.3)5 : 63.980 89.470 129.905 
I I I 

• Less than 500 pounds. 

11 Includes herring. 
£! Includes 828,000 pounds from Latvia. 
'JJ Includes 8.973,271 pouro.s from Japan and 12,143,748 pounds from Union of South Africa. 
!lJ Includes 3.524,950 pounds frem the Union of South Africa. 

Source, Compiled froD U.S. Bureau of the Census data. 

-

The major sources of imports of canned shellfish are shown in table 12, page 2). Prior to 
World War II. large quantities of canned crab meat were imported from Japan. ~xring the year 
1953. imports of crab meat from Japan were only about half of the annual average of imports 
during 1934-38. Imports from the U. S. S. R. which exceeded prewar levels in 1950. were cut off 
abruptly in August 1950 as a result of a United States ban on such imports Q~er authority 
contained in Section 307. Tariff Act of 19)0 because of the convict, forced or indentured 
labor used in the production of canned crab meat by t~bt Nation. 
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Imports of canned lobsters }lave shawn large increases over 1934-38 average, increased 
imports coming from·Canada, Cuba, and the Union of South Africa. 

Table 12.-United States Imports for Consumption of Canned Shellfish, by Species and Major 
Sources, 1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

-- ... -.. -
Annual. 

Species and Country of Origin Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
1934-38 

Qpantity (thousands of pounds) 
, 

Crab meat, sauces and paste: 
U. S. S. R ............................ 2,060 1,180 2,293 - - -Japan. ............................................ 7,079 1,118 1,761 1,957 2,033 3,861 
Other ............................................. 92 9 16 11 47 122 

Total ........................................ 9,231 2,307 4,070 1,968 2,080 3,98) 

Lobsters: 
eanad.a .......................................... 661 1,410 2,010 1,499 1,982 1,186 
Ou.ba ............................................... 92 166 719 565 733 943 
New Zealand ................................... - - 1 - 273 10 
Union of South Africa ••••••• 74 526 1,8.58 1,392 1,584 1,966 
Other ............................................. 23 4 32 9 )1 59 

IJIo tal ......................................... 850 2,160 4,620 3,465 4,603 4,164 

Clams and oysters: lJ 
Cana.d.a ............................................. )1 40 49 56 69 196 
Mexico ............................................ • 10 13 - - 1 
China ............................................... 51 241 222 88 - -
Hong Kong ••.••..•...........• 96 12 19 185 121 6) 
Japan .............................................. 806 336 551 1,163 865 1,004 
Other ••.••••...... 0 •••••••••• 11 20 8 18 20 21 

To tal. ••.•................• 995 659 862 1,510 1,075 1,285 

Pastes and sauces of shellfish: y 
ean.ad.a ••••••••••••••••••••••• 4 48 47 43 60 41 
China ••.....................• 36 121 101 24 - -
Hong Kong •••.•••...•...••...• 70 9 6 80 J8 55 
Mexico ••••.•••••..••.....••.• - 1 - - 1.54 50 
Other ••••••..•.••..•........• )4 7 12 8 11 10 

'lb ta:t •••................•• 144 186 166 155 263 156 

Abalone: 
Japan •••••••................• ~ 167 291 110 156 180 
Merlco ••.......•..•.......... 5,037 4,.560 4,551 3,361 3,228 
Ot!'ler •••••.........••.....•.• JJ 20 15 2 ) 14 --------

~otal •••••••••••••••••••• JJ 5,224 4,866 4,66) 3,520 3,422 

See footnotes at end of table. Continued on next 9&ge 
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Table 12,-United States Imports for Consumption of Canned Shellfish, by Species and Major 
Sources, 1934-38 Average and 1949-.53 (Continued) 

Species and Country of Origin 
Annual. 
AVerage 
1934-38 

1949 19.50 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Other shellfi sh: 
Can.ad..a ........................................... . 6 28 
Bal:1amas ........................................ .. 13 61 
Frr-.nce ........................................... .. 2 -
Japan. ......................................... .. 

Spai:l. • . . . • • • • • . . . • • • • • • • • • . • lJ:l 
Portllgal. ..................................... .. 
China •••••.•••.•••........••• 

104 19 

I 
404 .570 

56 63 
500 396 

1951 1952 1953 

104 63 97 
65 45 30 - 122 8 
20 23 36 

365 55.5 631 
22 - -448 499 510 

Other •••• ~ •••••.••.•.••.••••• ~ ________ ~ ____ ~~~ ____ ~ __ ~ __ ~~~ __ ~~ __ t-__ ~ __ ~ 78 86 164 176 82 
\ \ 1.223 1.223 1,188 1,483 1.394 

Grand to tal ............................ . 11.220 11.70.5 1.5.807 12.949 13.024 14.404 

• Less than 500 pounds. 

lJ Includes oysters, oyster juice, razor clams, clams, clam chowder, clam juice and any of these 
in cOMbination with other substances. 
Y Includes lobster paste and sauce a.nd others not specially provided for. 
Jj Prior to 1943, data on abalone were not shown separately but were included with other shell
fi~h, frp~h ~na frozen. Since 1943 imports of abalone have been reported separately. 
~ Not seperately reported for all years but included with various "other" classes. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bu~pau of the Census dAta. 

EXPORTS OF CAI'JNED FISH .AND SHELLFISH 

United States exports of canned fish declined in 1952 and 1953 to almost half of the 
quantity exported in the prewar years (1934-38 average). Canned salmon exports totaled 2.2 
million poullils in 1953 as cOI!lpared with 43.9 million pounds of the 1934-38 annual average 
(t~~le 13, page 25). The decline in exports since 1949 Was due to the inability to sell abroad 
primarily because of restrictions on imports from the dollar area. Reduced salmon packs and 
increased unit prices for canned salmon was a factor affecting ability to export in 19.53. 

The United Kingdom which in prewar purchased the bulk of United States exports of canned 
salmon was almost entirely out of the market in 1952 and 1953. Canned sf'.rdine (inclu~.ing pil
c;lards) exports in 1953 also reached low levels as a result of failure of the pilchard catch off 
Californi~ since 1951. Increased exports of canned anchOvies, mackerel, and jack mackerel in 
1953 result 9d in the larse gains shown in "Other" canned fish. Principal gains in exports of 
these items Were made in the exports to the Philippines. 
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CHART ?-UNITED STATES EXPORTS OF CANNED SAlloDN AND SARDINES 
Million 

pounds 
160r-.--.--.--.--.--'--.--.--.--.--.--,--,--,~ 

120 

80 

40 

Canned 
Sardines 

o ~~ __ ~~~~~ __ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
1934-38 39 40 41 42 43 44 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 
AVERAGE 

EItports of canned shrimp in 1953 were far below those of the prewar years. The unit value 
of canned shrimp was about 6 times that of ~rewar. Increased exports of "other" shellfish shown 
in table 13. is accounted for largely by increased exports of canned squid. The value-per-pound 
for this group however is below that of the prewar (1934-38) average. 

Table 13.-United States Exports of Canned Fish and Shellfish, by Major Classes. 1934-38 Average 
am 1949-53 

Annual 
Species Ave'!'age 1949 1950 

1934-38 
Qp.antity (thousands of pounds) 

1ish: 
Sal.mon ••••••...............• 
Sardines, including 

pilchards •••............• 
Rerri~, including kippered 

herring •••..............• 
Other, except shellfish ••••. ~l 

Total. ••••••••.•.......... 

Shellfish: 
Sllrimp •••••••••••••.......•. 
Crab meat and crabs ••••••••• 
Clams and oysters •••••••.••• 
Other shellfish •••••••..•••• J} 

Total. •••••••.....•.....• 

Tbtal fish & shellfish ••• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

43.908 12.832 1.681 

42,820 106,841 102,321 

11 781 335 
2.885 6,166 3.678 

89.613 126,620 108,01.5 

4.651 1,64.5 1.085 

~ 113 20 
108 78 

1.190 8.755 4 • .552 

5.841 10.621 5.735 

95.454 137.241 113.750 

Continued on next p~e ) 
25 

1951 1952 1953 

2,060 1,428 2,277 

126,661 39.870 9,957 

3,321 275 348 
1.5.253 8,407 34,140 

147.295 49.980 46,722 

1.551 1,685 1,729 
47 33 20 

131 'li 106 S:J 143 
7,280 ':J:/3,397 lj}8.890 

9,')09 5.221 10.782 

156.304 55.201 57.504 



'!'able l3.-t:!lit,=d States !X?orts of :I't."med Fis:1 and Sl:~:lfish, by Major Classes, 1934-38 Average 
and 1949-53 (Continued) 

I 
Annual 

Spe c i e s 
j 

Average 1949 1950 
1934-)8 

I 
Valt'.e (tI-.o, ... se.r:dl: of dollars) 

I I -
:1l': I: 

SP.l~o :.I. ....................... 6,72.4 I 6,041 811 
Sa:~ i~·· s , l:-.cb.J.l;.g I 

i ~) 11 c' . c· r~~ ~ ••. '" ... . ...... : 2 ,888 16,213 13,740 
;rcrri' ,- i :11""· ·" i-1{; ki~,~"~"6. i I • .0(" , . -,- , ",,- , ... . _ . --

:-..e r ~" ::-:G ••....... .. ..•.•• 'j 
if!z24 i 107 37 

i 1,465 768 Ct :.e r, exce~ t B :~ellfi~ j-, ••••• 

1 To tel ••....... . . .. . . .. . . ' t 1 ,E90 2J,826 15,)56 

S :-. p ~ ] !is: : I 
S:.1' :!. ::-.T/ , .......... . ..... . . .. ... 817 ; 1,)43 850 
::r:': . . , ['.. :-.L. 

~ 
: 

117 24-...... - 1,.. crh~ S •••...... I 
: 10.::. :~ , ... .. l . o~ .. ·sters ••.......•• ; 84 5L. 
0 : ' _.:r ~-:. ~ · l l f ish •••. "" ...... :d 198 1,213 727 

'1"" :' ;li ••••••• " • • .. . .•••••• 1,015 2,757 1,655 
t= 

1\): ;l l :" i sh & sr.d1:i<: ••• 10, 911 26 ,583 17, 011 
-

Average value per pound. 

F i:<. : 
! I ~· :: :..l::-:" '-' • •• • ••••••..•• . . . . . .. $0.15 $0.LJ.7 .0.48 

Srs. !'G i ~" " R t i ncl u d. i!1.~ I 
.... il..: ~ . : ~!" ,is ..•.. . .... . ....• . 07 .15 .13 

-= .... r - ' _ . ~ nc1'.:dir · ki"'-oered ' 
., • . ~: ~ : ' ~: ' " r . i 11 I .11.. .11 .. ' • , 1. of " •••• • • • • • ••••• • •• 

Ct ' .. ' r, .3 XC E'T)t !; )~e11 : i s )·, ••••• y .08 .24 .21 

Sr.t>llf ish: f 
.18 .82 .78 S'nr 1.mp ••. . • • ••• . . .... •..•• " 1 

:rnc "-eat and crabs ••••••••• 
~ 1.04 1.20 

:lH;!: ,' n ;~ o:' st .:- rs ••••...•.•• r 

1 
.78 

I 
.(f) 

Ct ' .f· r s :-.e1lfish •••••.......• 1 ~ .17 .14 .16 
1. 

J./ 1, ~>'-- 1J3 ave rage included with 'ether, except shellfish.' 
;/ 4-:: , .:ll' ave r o,ce. I ncludcsr cerrin& and ld.ppered herring. 
lJ Incl ':":p d .... ith ·Otr.er shellfish.' 

! 

~ Cln.ca included with 'Other- canned shellfish in 1952 and. 1953. :u ) -;;"',r nverl\.r~e. 

So~rc (': COlllT, ned from U. S. :Bareau of the Census data. 
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1951 1952 1953 

1,007 820 1,112 

18,629 7,873 2,221 

427 44- 65 
2,147 2,030 7,464 

22,210 10,767 10,862 
-

1,162 1,40.5 1,79.5 
54 ')7 27 
86 ~ 93 ~1J4 

1,194 1jJ544 IJ/ 955 

2,496 2,079 2,911 

24,706 12,846 1,),773 
- -

$0.49 $0.57 $0.49 

.15 .20 .22 

.13 .16 .19 

.14 .24 .22 

.75 .8) 1.04 
1.15 1.12 1.35 

.66 AI.88 ~.94 

.16 
" .16 ljj.ll 



!)anned sardines'J larg~l~ i O~ifQrnia. Iilchards. have been the principal United States 
fishery expor~ as far as quantities Are concerned. from 1939 until 1953. The failure of pilchard 
ru!ls resulted in .'i' .domestic pack of only 2.862.000 pounds for the ye~.r 1953, about 1 percent of 
therecoi'd,· production of 1950. Such a smE'11 pack precluded the usual volume of exports for 
Sardines., To replace somewhat the decline of sardines for export. the domestic packers canned 
anchovies "sardine style" run the production of this item increased sharply in 1953 reaching 
3:.187,000 pounds. Most of ·the anchovies were packed for export. 

The principal market for cp.nned se.ritlEs since 1949 has 'been t!1e Philippil:es (table 14). 
Britisl ... l·{al~a, EC::.'Pt. Cube. ani Belgium have provided other importl:'_nt outlets. The United 
Kingdom, an important market until 1949, has taken no United States sardines since that year. 

Table 14.-Ur.1 ted states Exports of Oanned Sardines.JJby Country of Destination. 1934-38 Average 

Oountry of Destination 

Cana.da ............................ 
Mexico ................. , ................ 
Guatemala ••••••••••....•.....•.. 
British West Indies •••••••..•••• 
E:L Sal.. varl..o r • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. .. .. .. • •• 
lIolld.uras ....................................... 
Nlcarag'lla ............................. ~ • 
Costa Rica ....................... 
Panama, including Canal Zone •••• 
C\lba ••••••••••••••••••.•.••...•• 
Dominican Republic •••••••.•....• 
NetherlAnds Antilles •••••••••••• 
Colombia ••••••.••••..•.......••• 
Venezuela •••••.•..............•• 
S\lrinam •••••••••••••••.•.•.....• 
Ecuad.or ••.•..................... 
Peru ••....... '" ...•...•..•....• 
Bolivia •••••.•...•.•.........•.• 
Chile •••• , ....................... 
U~., •••••••.••••.•.•..••.••• 
Argent ina ••••••......•........•• 
United Kingdom •••••••••••••••••• 
Netherlands •••••••••.••...•..••• 
Belgium & Luxembourg ••••.•••..•• 
Czechoslovakia ••••..••••.•.....• 
Sw1 tzerland. ••.•..•.............• 
Ital.y .............................. 
Greece ........................... 
Imia .............. . ............ . . 
Ceylon ........................... 
TllailMd. ......................... 
British HaJ.a;ya •••••••.. _ •.••.•.•• 
~UJ-rn.a ••••••••••••• • ••••••••••••• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

and 1949-53 

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-38 

Q,uanti ty (thousands of pounds) 

3.395 142 1.238 
LI4 57 151 

119 968 1,185 
929 - 99 

55 189 120 
69 309 345 
23 79 113 

235 611 1,323 
457 475 824 

3.489 5,002 9,456 
42 20 79 
69 36 124 

494 992 2,275 
2,086 880 2,141 

132 255 310 
615 1,493 2,491 
558 - -
224 893 400 

69 7 -
2 19 -

180 - -
5.499 9.7L14 -
1,013 80 449 
2.309 3,2~ 6.110 

29 - -
1 230 1,031 

52 2 Ll41 
112 2.881 -
200 - -
223 3 -

29 19 64 
1.447 1.208 9,326 

11 - -
( Oontinued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

664 79 782 
484 962 225 
707 502 672 
236 - 27 
137 71 28 
335 424 539 
186 206 118 
799 635 708 

1,216 649 627 
7.305 2,997 1,657 

75 5 -
104 39 26 

1,061 12 382 
2.447 798 8 

571 169 33 
2.0L14 1,466 1.299 

70 - -
983 506 447 
213 45 -
10 14 -- - -- - -

126 50 J8 
3,224 1,076 322 

- - -
761 243 -- 17 -

2,288 - -- - -
823 80 32 
678 604 56 

20,691 317 16 
10 - -



Table 14.-United States Exports of Canned Sardines,lIby Oountry of Destination, 1934-38 Average 
aDd 1949-53 (Oontinued) 

, , 
Annual 

Country of Destination Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Indonesia ••••••••••••.•••••••• 413 215 1,938 6.544 612 -
Philippines, Republic of •••.•• 9.796 71,127 43,924 61.030 25.694 1,651 
China ••••.•.••••.............• 137 - - - - -
Hong XOllg •••••••••••••••• ~ •••• 340 1,)88 1,074 573 39 -
Australia ••••...••...•.•..•.•• 373 - - - - -
New Zealand •••••••••.........• 110 24 1.38 571 147 -
French Pacific Islands •••••.•• 80 157 496 466 174 103 
~t •••••.••................• 2,072 3,152 13,238 5,473 .358 -
Gold Coast ••••••••••.•.....••• 2,703 548 715 84 - -
Eritish West Africa •••......• " 106 - - - - -
Nigeria •••••••.•............•• 409 - - - - -
Liberia •••••••.•••••• , •••.•••• 14 64 248 198 51 131 
Eelgian Congo ••••....... . •••.• 35 15 229 1,022 705 19 
Union of South Africa ••.•••.•. 362 - 15 - - -
Other ••••••• , ". •••••••.......•• 1,659 289 185 ?J 2,452 124 11 

To tal. ••••••••••••••..•••• 42,820 106,841 102,,321 126,661 39,870 9,957 

Note: DFl.te for 1951, 1952, and 1953 do not show separately exports to tho~e countries valued 
under $1,000. 

11 Includes pilchards. 
gj Korea 2,217.255 pounds. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Eureau of the Census data. 

Ce.rmed salmon export!' are .hewn in table 15. The principel prewar export market for canned 
salI:lon was t:-,e United Kingdol:l. Eetween 1949 and 195.3. practically no salll'.O:J. \'es exported to the 
Unit~d KinGdom. The princippl export market for canned salmon since 1949 has been the Philippines. 

The 195.3 domestic pack of canned salmon totaled 187,769.000 pounds. (see appendix table A) 
the smallest pack since 1921 whe~ economic conditions restricted production. TOtal exports of 
ca=ed salmon in 195.3 totaled about 2,277,000 poW1ds. (Imports of canned salmon in 195), how
ever. totaled 12,165.000 pounds). 

Table 15.-United States Exports of Canned Salmon by Country of Destination, 19J4-38 ATerage and 
1949-53 

Country of Destination 

Canada ••.•..................•.• 
Mexico ••••••••.•...••••.•.... . . 
Guatemala ••••••.....•.... . ....• 

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
19.34-38 

Q;uantity (thousands of pounds) 

2,34 89 8 
64 9 18 
12 17 10 

Continued on next page) 
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1951 1952 1953 

221 17 31 
28 41 16 
13 S 4 



!ab~~1S.-~t~ States Bxports of Canned Salmon by Country of Destination 1934-38 Average and 
1949-53 (Continued) 

Country of Destination 

11 Salvador •••..•••••••••••••••• 
Bomuras .............................. . 
lricuagtla .................................... . 
Oosta Rica •••••. " . ...... " .•..• 
Panama, including Ca.'1Bl Zone •••• 
British West Indies •••••••.••••• 
Cuba ••••.........• , •.... . ...•.•• 
Hai ti ........................................... . 
Dominican Republic ••••••.•••.••• 
Netherlands Antilles •••••••••••• 
Jrench West Indies •••••••••••••• 
Colombia •••••• t •••••••..•••••••• 

Venez1lS1a .................................. . 
British Guiana •••••••••••.•• . •.• 
Surinam ....................................... . 
Ecuad.or ................................. . 
Peru.. t ........................... . 

Bolivia ••............ . . . ......•• 
Chile •••••••.•...•..•••..•.•...• 
]3razU ••.•.....•.•..........••.• 
SWeden ............................ ......... . 
United KiDo~om •••••••.•......••• 
lI1re .................................................. .. 
Netherlands ••••••.••••••......•• 
Belgium & Luxembourg •••••••.•••• 
J'ratlce .......... . ........................... . ...... . 
Czechoslovakia •••••••••••••••••• 
Switzerland •••••.•..•..•..•••••• 
Malta,Gozo. and Cyprus ••.•••••• 
ItaJ..y ................................ . .......... . 
Greece ...................................... . 
S8l1d.l Al-ab i a. • • • • • . • • • • • .. .. .. .. .. • •• 
Imia •. .o ......................................... . 

Ceylon ..................................... . 
British Malaya •..••••••••••••••• 
Imonesia •• .o .o .......................... .o. 

Philippines, Bepublic of ••••...• 
China ........... .o.o ......................... . ... . 

Hong Jeong •• ~ .............................. . 
Alls traJ.ia ............................. . ..• 
New Zealanl •••••••••••••••...••• 
'ranch Pacific Islands •••••••••• 
F.g'ypt •• , ...................................... . 
Gold Coast •••••••.••..........•• 
Liberia •••••••••••...•.•......•• 
Belgian Congo ....................... . 
Union of South Africa ••••••••••• 
See footnotes at end of table. 

A,...m'Al 

Average 
1934-38 

1949 1950 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

12 
22 
23 
22 

251 
213 
54 
12 
44 
77 

2 
90 
54 
53 
30 
5 

27 
35 
39 
12 
17 

36,381 
240 
813 
209 

1,065 
2 

22 
4 
4 
1 
• 

117 
10 
68 

144 
1.533 

31 
50 

1,241 
124 
14 
19 
5 
• • 

244 

11 
9 
7 

21 
142 

:3 
17 

6 
25 

193 

)0 
474 

48 
5 

8 
20 

2 
7,)45 
1,889 

43 
(A,7 
• 

1 
23 
58 

13 
81 

1,109 

41 
3 
1 
6 

.53 
97 

17 
5 

16 
8 

83 
2 

83 
5 

15 
176 

3 
173 

98 

24 
5 

1 
30 
• 

7 
62 

126 
10 

47 

1 
33 
4 

453 

10 

15 

10 
37 

Oontinued on next page ) 
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1951 

5 
10 
5 
7 

51 
9 

19 

4 
134 

31 
120 

1 

6 
13 
21 

11 
39 
15 

33 

7 

41 
.52 
25 
44 
34 

976 

7 

8 

11 
17 

1 

1952 

25 
16 
5 

31 
74 

132 

25 
lOS 

39 
199 

20 
2 

18 
11 
28 

2 

48 
73 

33 

29 
3 

53 
10 

2ila 

29 

5 

16 
33 

1953 

15 
21 

6 
55 
90 
13 
54 

17 
83 

118 
158 

8 
17 

8 
20 

5 

15 
7 

203 
116 

87 

50 

8 
59 
5 

804 

10 

8 
7 

1.5 
29 



Table 15.-United States Exports of Canned Sa1~on by Country of Destination. 1934-38 Ayer&ge an4 
1949-5) (Continued) 

i I i 
Annual 

Country of Destination Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 195) 

1934-38 

Qpantity (t!lousands of pounds) 

Other ••..• , .•.••.•••• •·· ......•• 16.3 2.35 52 41 53 115 

Total. ............................ 43.908 12,8.32 1.681 2.060 1,428 2.27/ 

• Le99 than 500 pounds. 
Note: Data for 1951, 1952, and 195.3 do not show separately exports to those countries yelued 
under $1.000. 

Source I Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

Table 16. shO~tS United Ste.tes exports of "Other Cal'Jl'.ed Fish. except Shellfi~h." These data 
include alewives, anchovies, antipasto, bonito, cod, haddock, hake, pollock, cusk. fish roe, 
J':lenh&ien, salmon roe, steelheads, whale meat. mackerel, and tuna. The !>r~ aver~e also 
included herring and kippered herrine. The principal destinations of theso products are the 
PhiliWi:l.es , Italy and Cuba. 

The large increase in Philippine exports in 195.3 was accounted for by greater exports of 
canned anchovies and mackerel. 

Table 16.-United States Exports of Other Canned Fish, Not Elsewhere Specified,lJExcept Shellfish, 
by Country of Destination, 1934-.37 Average and 1949-53 

Country of Destination I 

m Salvador ••.•...............• , 
Costa Rica •...•..•..•••...•...•• 
Cuba .............................. 
Oolombia ••••••.•••.•...........• 
Venezuela •..••••••........•••••• 
Ectlad. 0 1-. • .. • .. .. • • .. .. • • • • .. • • • • • • • • •• 

Bolivia ••..........•.••.••...••• 
Uni ted Kingdom •••••••••........• 
Ital.y ................................ 
Greece ............................... 
Ind.onesia •...•.................• 
Philippines, Republic of ••.•..•• 
Other ••••••.•...........•......• 

Total ••• " •••.............. 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Annual 
Average 
1934-37 ?J 

1949 1950 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

8 752 1,328 
6) 3 2 

336 107 1)9 
24 21 77 
15 332 167 

2 1 5 
1 6 -

247 2 -
452 2.126 411 
143 270 16 

12 51 -
995 2,070 437 
587 425 jJ 1,096 

2,885 6,166 3.678 

Continued on next page ) 

30 

1951 1952 1953 

936 847 840 
- 14 30 

140 474 175 
26 243 402 

221 217 118 
4 407 519 
1 25 130 - - -80) - -

1,9.35 7 54 
113 - -

7,447 5.277 29,64-2 
~ 3,627 896 21 2,230 

15.253 8,407 34,140 



T.ab1e 16.-United States Exports of Other Canned Fish, Not Elsewhere Specified.lIExcept Shellfish, 
by Country of Destination, 1934-37 Average and 1949-53 (Continned) 

!I Includes alewives, anchov~es, antipasto, bOnito, cod, haddock, hake, pollock, cusk. fish roe, 
menhaden, salmon roe, steelheads. whale meat, mackerel and tuna. Prior to 1945 also included 
herring and kippered herring. 
?J Only 4-year average. Data for 1938 probably included in "Other edible fish and fish products.' 
JJ Includes 726.500 pounds to Egypt. 
!fJ Includes 1,380,521 pounds to Ceylon. 
31 Includes 1,101.464 pounds to Korean Republic. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

Exports of canned shrimp since 1949 were less than half those of the prewar average. The 
principal export destination was Canada whose receipts of shrimp accounted for 77 percent of 
total canned shrimp exports. 'Ihe Uni ted Kins-dom which in prewar years was the principal destina
tion for exports, has taken no canned shrimp in any appreciable quantity since 1949. (table 1~. 

Table 17.-United States Exports of Canned Shrimp, by Country of Destination, 1934-)8 Average and 
1949-53 

Annual 
Country of Destination Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-)8 

Quantity (thousands of pounds) 

Canad.a ••••••.••.••.•..••.....••• 1.043 1.160 586 1.014 1,144- 1,327 
Panama. inc1udi~ Canal Zone •••• 36 17 14 13 17 10 
Cuba ••••••••••••••.....•.••...• ~ 41 37 77 103 172 67 
Netherlands Antilles •••••••••••• 36 27 42 41 37 29 
Venezuela •••.••.•...........•.•• 64 201 146 179 121 123 
United Kingdom •••••••••••••••.•• 2.441 • • - - -
~elg1l1ID ••••••••••..••••••..••.•• 280 90 92 42 37 28 
Other ••.•••...............•.•... 710 113 128 159 157 145 

Total •....•..... . .......•.• 4.651 1.645 1.085 1,551 1,685 1,729 

• Less than 500 pounds. 

Note: Data for 1951, 1952. and 1953 do not show separately exports to those countries valued 
under $1,000. 

Source: Compiled from U.S. Bureau of the Census data .. 

Exports of canned crabs, and crab meat declined substantially since 1949 after increasing 
substa~tially from 1945 to 1947 (table 18. page ~~). This decline in United States exports can 
probably be accounted for by the return to world markets of crab meat from Japan and Russia. 

Canned oysters were exported in increased quantities in 1953 as compared with 1949. Prin
cipal ~estinations shown for exports were Canada, Costa Rica, Colombia, Venezuela and Saudi 
Arabi~ .• 

Oontinued on next page ) 
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Table 18.-United States Exports of Canned Crab Meat and Crabs, and Clams and Oysters, b1' OountT7 
of Destination, 1949-53 

Country of De$tination 

Cana.d.a •••• " • " " •••••• " ••••••••• 
~exico ••••••.•••. " ••• " " ••••••• 
G'~atemala ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Panama. including Canal Zone •• 
Bemu.d.a ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
N~t. herland.s Antilles •••••••••• 
El SEll vador ••••.•••••••• 
D~rninicen Republic •••••••••••• 
Cuba ••••••••••••••••••••• " •••• 
Col om1:: ia •• ~ ••••••••••••••••••• 
Venezuela ••••••••••••.•...•••• 
Peru ••• " •••••••• " . " " •• " • " • " ••• 
Boli7i? •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chil e ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Saudi ArRbi? •••••.••••.•••••• 
Philippines. Republic of •••••• 
Japan ••••••••••••••• ~ .• " •••••• 
Indonesia •••••••••..• " •• , . " ••• 
Other ••••• e." ••••••••••• " •••••• 

To tal •••••••••.••.••••••• 

Oountry of Destination 

Canada •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
GtlatemaJ.a ••••••••••••••••••••• 
Costa Rica •••••••••• It ••••••••• 
Panama, including Canal Zone •• 
Net~erlands Antilles •••••••••• 
Colombia •••.••.•.....•....•••• 
Venezuela ••••••••••..••••••.• t 
Peru •••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 
Bel i vIa, •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Chile •••••••••.•.••••..••••••• 
lJ'~ ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Saudi Arabia •••••••••••••••••• 
Philippines, Republic of •••••• 
Japan ••••••.••••.••••.•••••••• 

See footnote at end of table. 

Canned Crab Meat and Crabs 

1949 1950 
I 

~t1ty (thousands of pounds) 

1 
2 
• 
3 
4 
3 
1 
1 
• 
2 

12 

2 
• 

39 
22 
5 
7 
9 

113 

1 
1 
1 
• 
3 
2 

• 
1 
3 

• 
1 
1 
• • 
6 

20 

Canned Clams and Oysters 

1949 1950 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

23 
:3 
1 

11 
2 
4 

23 

• • 
1 

22 
8 
• 

33 
2 
1 
3 
3 
6 

11 

3 
1 

5 
1 
2 
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1951 

s 
1 
1 

3 
3 

1 

4 
5 
1 
2 
1 
8 

1 
11 

47 

1951 

50 
3 
2 
5 
2 
3 

15 
8 
8 
4 
4 

11 

1952 

11 

2 
3 

2 

4 

3 

8 
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195211 

67 
4 
S 
2 
3 

8 
5 
2 

1 

1953 

1 

S 
1 

4 

4 

s 
20 

1953~ 

6S 
2 

IS 
1 
3 

19 
16 

7 
6 
2 



Canned Crab Meat and Crabs, and Clams and Oysters, by Country 
~ble 18.-United states Exports of of Destination, 1949-53 (Continued) 

= 
Canned Clams and Oysters (Continued) 

Oountry of Destination 
1951 195211 1953 11 

1949 1950 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Indonesia •••••••••....•••••••• •• 4- - - - 1 

Other •••••••••••••••••••••• • •• •• 6 7 16 9 6 

Total •••••••••.•••••••• •••• 108 78 131 106 143 

• Less the. n 500 pounds 

11 Data for oysters only, as clams were included with "Other canned shellfish" in 1952 and 1953. 

So-uree: Oompiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 

The large exports of "Other canned shellfishll to the Philil'Pines and Greece between 1949 and 
1953 (table 19), consisted largely of canned squid. 

~ble 19.-United States Exports of Other Canned Shellfish, Not Elsewhere Specified, by Country of 
Destination, 1936-38 Average and 1949-53 

Annual 
Country of Destination Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1/ 1953 Y 

1936-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

08!l.8ld.a •••••••••••••••••••••..•. , 71 18 18 31 90 175 
Cuba •••••••••••••••.•...•.•••••• 14 98 168 112 258 179 
PeN ••.......•.................• 7 - 19 22 13 8 
United X~om •••••••••••••••••• 365 - - - - -
Greece •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30 1,105 1.264 - 127 1,212 
TllaUand. ••••••••••••••••..•••..• • - 8 232 14 14 
British Malaya •••••••••••••••••• 128 573 837 1,278 363 245 
Philippines, Republic of •••••••• 181 5.863 1,535 5,135 2,258 6,797 
Hong XODg ••••••••••••••••••••••• 107 939 677 430 212 215 
Other •••••••••••••••••••••..••.• 287 159 26 40 62 45 

Total ....................... 1.190 8.755 4,552 7,280 3,397 8,890 

• Less tl~ 500 pounds. 

1/ Includes cannpn_ clAInP which .... erf' separately reported in 1949. 1950 and 1951. 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Census data. 
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IMPORTS OF CUBED FISH 

Imports or cured fish in 1953 were about equal in quantity to those or the 1934.-38 umual 
average. Little significant change was shown in the individual items (table 20). Cod and 
related species and herring were the principal species imported. Skinned or boned cod were 
imported in greater quantity as compared with the prewar average. 

Increased imports f)f cured herring were received from Canada and Norway in 195.3 while de
clines in receipts were noted from Iceland, United Kint~om, and th~ Netherlands (table 21). In 
the 19J4-38 ~eriod, th~ Netherlands, and the United Kin~om were among princi~a1 suppliers of 
pickled an,i salted herring contributine about 41% of the total. Until 1953, the volume of that 
trade had not been resumed. Canadian imports supplied about 56% of total import8 in 1951. 

Table 20.-United States Imports for Consumption of Cured Fish, by Species, 1934-)8 Aver~e and 
1949-53 

Species 

Dried and unsalted: 
Cod. haddock. hake, pollock. 

cusk and shark fins ••••••••• 

Pickled or salted: 
Salmon •••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cod, haddock. bake. pollock 

am cusk •••••••••••••••••••• 
Herring ••••••••••••• , •••• " ••• 
Mackerel •••••••••••••••••••••• 
o the r ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

To tal. •••••••••••••••••••••• 

s moked or kippered2 
Herring •••••••••••..•••...•••• 
Cod, haddock, hake, pollock 

and cusk •••••••••••••••••••• 
C "the r ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Total •••••••••••••••••.•••• 

P repared or preserved: 
Not specially provided for •••• 

Grand to tal. •••••••••••••••• 

D ried and unsalted: 
Cod. haddock, hlIke, pollock, 

cusk and shark fins ••.••••• 

P ickled or salted: 
Sa1.mon •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-38 

Quantity (thousands of pounds) 

3,3)8 1,))9 1.962 

467 683 568 

49.113 49.3)6 52.953 
34.488 34,682 .31,830 

4.968 .3,887 3.505 
1,145 1,951 1,056 

90,181 90,539 89.912 

2,831 2,730 2,722 

2,393 3,088 .3,391 
22 114 101 

5,246 5,932 6.214 

324 1,424 1,933 

99,089 99,234 100,021 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

.392 470 612 

63 266 268 
( Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

. 
1,474 1,410 1.486 

426 428 343 

51.640 5).968 47,863 
35,147 35.714 32,288 

3,557 3,717 2,490 
1,295 995 1,095 

92,065 94,8~ 94,079 

).2J2 3,240 2,061 

.3,188 .3,016 2,493 
145 167 128 

6,565 6,42.3 4,682 

1,23.3 1,256 3,005 
- -

101,)37 10.3.911 93,252 

547 569 516 

218 227 175 



Table 20.-United States Imports for Consumption of Cured Fish, by Species. 1934-38 AVerage and 
1949-53 (Oontinued) 

Annual 
Species Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-38 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

Pickled or salted: (Continu.ed) 
Ood, haddock. hake. pollock 

ana. ousk ••••••.• • ' •....•.•••• 2,041 7.999 7.892 7.499 8.586 7,506 
Herring ••••••••••••••••••••••• 1,633 3.604 3,139 3,432 3.716 3,444 
Mackerel •••••••••••••••••••••• 272 544 510 583 612 334 
Other ••••••••••••••••••.••...• 83 407 258 323 233 314 

'l'otaJ.. •••••••••••••••••••••• 4,092 12.820 12.067 12.055 13.374 11.773 

Smoked or kippered: 
Herring ••••••••••••••••••••••• 153 398 425 477 505 356 
Cod. haddock. hake. pollock 

and cusk ••••••••••••••••.•• 238 722 812 778 792 601 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 5 44 31 39 42 26 

Total ••••..............•.•• 396 1.164- 1,268 1,294 1.339 983 

Prepared or preserved: 
Not specially provided for •••• 26 358 497 427 407 760 

Gr~nd total ••••••••••••..•• 4,906 14.812 14.444 14.323 15.689 14,032 

Average value per pound. 

Dried and unsalted: 
Cod, haddock. hake. pollock, 

cusk and shark fins ••••••••• $0.12 $0.35 $0.31 $0.37 $0.40 $0.35 

Pickled or sal ted: 
Sa1.mon •••••••••.••••••••••.••• .14 .39 .47 .51 .53 .51 
Cod. haddock. hake. pollock 

and cusk •.••..•..........••• .04 .16 .15 .15 .16 .16 
Herring ••••••••••••.•••••••••• .05 .10 .10 .10 .10 .11 
Mackerel •••••..•.............• .05 .14 .15 .16 .16 .13 
Other •••••••••••.••••••••••••• .07 .21 .24 .25 .23 .29 

Smoked or kippered: 
Herring •••...................• .05 .15 .16 .15 .16 .17 
Ood, haddock, hake, pollock 

a.nd Cllsk •••••••••••.•••••••• .10 .23 .25 .24 .26 .24 
Otller ••••.•••..•...•.••.....•• .23 .39 .31 .27 .25 .20 

Prepared or preserved: 
BOt specially provided for •••• .08 .25 .26 .35 .... ., 

.-~..., .25 

Source: OompUed from U. S. lmreau of the Census data. 
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Table 21.-United S~atelll Imports for Consumption of Cured Fish, by Species and MaJoI' Sources. 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Annual. 
Species and Country of Origin Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 195) 

1934-38 -
quantity (thousands of pounds) 

ried and unsalted fish: 
}~exico ••••••••••••••••••• 90 1.59 40 52 35 72 
Norway ••••••••••••••••••• 

bJ 
1.973 967 1.653 1,264 1,200 1,225 

Other ••••••••••..•.•...•• 1.275 213 269 158 17.5 189 

i'o tal. ••....•••..•••.•. 3.338 1.339 1.962 1.474 1.410 1.L,86 

p ickled or salted fish: 
Salmon: 

Ca.nad.a ••••••••.••••••••• 
Other •••....•..•.••...•. 

'Ib ta:l •••.••..••...••• 

Cod. haddock, he.ke. pollock 
and cusk: 

Neither skinned or boned: 
CanMa ••.•••••••••...•.• i 
Fra.nce ••..•.•.•.••.•••.. 
Iceland.. •..•••...•.•...•• 
Other •••••..••..•......• 

Total. ••••.••.••.•..•. 

Skinned or boned: 
C.anada ••• " •••.. • .•••••• 
Other ••..•...••......... 

'l'o tal. •.....•.......•• 

Herring: ?J 
t)ane.da •••••••••••.•.•••• 
Iceland. •.••.••••.......• 
Sweden ••••...•.•.•.••••• 
NO'N'ay •••••••••••••••••• 
United Kingdom ••••.•...• 
Netherlands •••••••••.•. 
Spain •...•.•........... 
Other ••••••••.•........ 

'l'o ta:L ••••••••••••••• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

427 683 .567 
40 - 1 

467 683 568 

44,348 42,978 39.704 
- - 3.769 

502 - 1,265 
1,924 420 1,091 

46.774 43.398 45.829 

2,310 5,931 7.073 
29 7 51 

2.339 .5,938 7.124 

7.146 22,426 19.039 
3.158 2.758 2.714 
2.461 351 775 
6,212 5.066 4.955 
5.716 930 1.)26 
8.454 2.656 2.512 

397 419 436 
944 76 7J 

)4.488 34.682 31.8)0 

( Continued on next page ) 
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425 426 )42 
1 2 1 

426 428 J4) 

41.793 41,469 )6,139 
847 2.437 2.2)9 

1.088 1 • .575 461 
1.229 1.927 ),012 

44.9.57 47.408 41.851 

6.635 6.373 5.93) 
48 187 79 

6,683 6 • .560 6,012 

20.586 18.870 16,649 
36.5 1.496 513 
881 1.2)8 1.6)4 

8,942 9.012 9.273 
1,16) 1.385 1.3)8 
2.854 2.942 2.309 

25) 664 377 
103 107 195 

)5.147 )5.714 32.288 



Table 21.-Unitea States Imports for COns\~ption of Cured Fish, by Species and Major Sources. 
1934-38 Average and 1949-53 (Continued) 

Species and Country of Origin 

Mackerel: 
Canaiia •••••••••••••••••• 
Sweden ••••••••••••••••.• 
Norway •••••••••••••••••• 
Eire •••••••••••••••••••• 
Otller ••••••••••••••••.•• 

'lOtru •••••.••••..•••• 

Other: JI 
Canada •••••••••••••••••• 
Peru •••••••••••.••..•••• 
Philippines. Republic of 
China ••••••..•••••••.••• 
BOng Kong ••••••••••••••• 
Japan ••••••••••••.•••••• 
Other ••••••••••.•••••.•• 

Total. ••••.••••.•••••• 

Total picklea or 
salted fish •••••••••• 

Smoked or kippered fish: 
Herring: 

Canada ••••.••••••••••••• 
NON~ •••••••••••••••••• 
United Kingdom •••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••••••••• 

Ilbtal. •••••••••••••••• 

Cod. haddock. hake. pollock 
and cusk: 

Canada ••••••••••..•••••• 
Other •••••••••••••••.•.• 

Total. ••••••.•.....••• 

Other: 
Canada ••••••••••••.••••• 
Norway •••••••••••••••••• 
Other ••••••••••••.•••••• 

'1'otal •••••.•••••••••• 

See footnotes at end of tl:'.ble. 

Annual 
Average 1949 1950 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

1.778 3,577 3,204 
360 10 7 

2.026 238 209 
513 - 16 
291 62 69 

4,968 3,887 3,5b5 

96 1.127 456 
- 13 -

323 415 231 
43 191 154 

182 6 17 
305 89 145 
196 110 53 

1,145 1.951 1,056 

90.181 90.539 89.912 

1,152 2,133 1,259 
706 336 414 
810 177 931 
163 84 118 

2.831 2,730 2,722 

2,270 3,070 3,033 
123 18 358 

2.393 3,088 3.391 

3 104 73 
11 - 5 
8 10 23 

22 114 101 

Continued on next page ) 
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1951 1952 1953 

3,238 3.243 2,202 
- - -

212 317 202 - - -
107 157 86 

3,557 3,717 2.490 

579 473 406 
- - -

258 231 254 
43 - -

141 102 311 
165 79 63 
109 110 61 

1.295 995 1,095 

92.065 94.822 84,079 

1,388 1,622 1,304 
1,032 1,103 417 

529 383 277 
283 132 63 

3.232 3,240 2,061 

2,811 2,;03 1.662 
377 513 831 

3,188 3,016 2.493 

48 35 12 
68 114 113 
29 18 3 

145 167 128 



Table 21.-Unitei States Imports for Consumption of Cured Fish, by Species and Major Sources, 
1934-38 Avergge and 1949-53 (continued) 

Annual 
Species and Country of Origin Aver8€e 1949 1950 1951 1952 

1934-38 

~tity (thousands of poWJd.s) 

Smoked or kippered fish: I ( continued) 
To tal smoked or 

kippered fish ••••• 5,246 5,932 6,214 6,565 6,423 

Prepared or preserved fish: 
Canad.a ••••••••••••..••• 243 1,161 1.173 949 925 
Other ••••••••••••••••.• 81 263 760 284 331 

'l'ct taJ. ••••••••••••.•• 324 1,42l~ 1.933 1.233 1,256 

Grand total ••••••••• 99,089 99,234 100,021 101,337 103,911 

1I Principally 1.005,000 pounds from Japan. 
~ Includes sprats, pilchards and anchovies. 
j/ Includes alewives and other fish, pickled or salted, not specially provided for. 

Source': Compiled from U. S. :Bureau of t1:l.E' Census data. 

EXPORTS OF CURED FISH AND SHELLFISH 

1953 

4,682 

1,.513 
1,492 

3,005 

93,252 

United States exports of cured fish and shellfish in 1949-53 were only a sme,ll part of pre
war exports (table 22). Declines are shown in all the principal. 1 tems. 

Table 22.-United States Exports of Sdted, Pickled. or Dr}'-cured Fish and Shellfish, by Major 
Classes 1934-)8 Average and 1949-53 

-
Annual 

Species Average 1949 1950 19.51 1952 1953 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Cured fish: 
Salmon •••••••••••••••••••••••• 2,275 158 
Cod, haddock, hake, pollock 

98 61 162 239 

an.d. cu.sk. .. ................. .. 998 1,025 531 299 130 214 
Other ••••••••••••••••••.•••••• 2,363 484 316 283 377 631 

To tal ........................ 5,6)6 1,667 945 643 669 1,084 

Continued on next page ) 
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Table 22.-United States Exports of SP~ted. Pickled, or Dry-cured 1ish and Shellfish, by Major 
Classes 1934-)8 AVerage and 1949-53 (continued) 

Annual 

I I I I I 
S:pecies Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-)8 

Q;U.antity (thousands of :pounds) 

Cured shellfish: 
Shrimp, dried •••••.••.....•••• 1,625 767 418 580 453 197 
Other •••••••..•••••..••••••••• - 10 51 4 113 71 

Total. •••••••••••.•••••••••• 1,625 777 469 584 566 268 
-

Total, cured fish and 
shellt'ish ••....•.•••..••• 7,261 2,444- 1,414 1,227 1,235 1,352 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

Cured fish: 
Sa~mon •••••••••••••••••••••••• 403 58 50 35 88 125 
Cod, haddock, hake, :pollock 

and cusk •••••..••••.......•• 80 225 III 71 43 46 
Other ••••••••.••.••••••....•.• 123 162 93 72 93 129 

Total ••••••••.....•..••..•• 606 445 254 178 224 300 

Cured shellfish: 
Shrimp. dried ••••••••••••••••• 283 459 281 363 351 213 
Other ••••••••••••.•...•......• - 4 6 2 12 6 

Total •••••..•.•.•.........• 283 463 287 365 369 219 

Total, cured fish and 
shellfish •••••••••••••••• 889 908 .541 .543 593 519 

AVerage value :per :pound 

Cured fish: 
Salmon •••••••••••••••.•.•.•••• $0.18 $0.37 $0.51 $0.57 $0.54 $0.52 
Ood, haddock, hake, pollock 

am C1l.sk •••••••••••••••••••• .08 .22 .21 .24 .33 .22 
Other •••.•.•••.•..•.•.......•• .05 .JJ .29 .25 .25 .20 

CUred shellfish: 
Shrimp, dried ••••••••••••••••• .17 .60 .67 .63 .79 1.08 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••••• - • hI) .12 .50 .11 .09 

Source: Conpi1ed from U. S. Bureau nf the Oensus data. 
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Exports of cured salmon have been less than one-tenth of the volume in the 1934-38 period 
(table 23). Germany, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands and IO~ were principal export outlet. 
prior to World War II. Of these countries, only the Nether11Ulds have resumed trede at near 
prewar levels. In 1952 and 1953, Sweden has taken increaSing quantities. Restrictions on the 
lse ot dollars for procurement of mild-cured salmon 1a the principal reason tor the decline in 
t-his trade. 

The 1953 exports of dried shrimp were also far below those of the 1934-38 average due to the 
loss of markets in the Far East. Cuba has been the ~rincipal market for this product in recent 
years. 

Table 23.-United States Exports of Salted, Pickled or Dry-cured Fish and Shellfish, by Kajor 
Classes and Country of Destination, 1934-38 Average and 1949-53 

Spertea & Country of DestinatioD 

-

SaJmon: 
Canad.f.' .................................. 
Sweden .............. ,. ............ 
No 'r'\ofe,:'" 0 ••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Der.J1a.I'"k ........................ 
United Kingdom •••••••••••••••• 
Net'!1.e r l a nds .................. " 
Belgium & Luxembourg •••••••••• 
GerI!l&nJ" .... .. ..................... 
Ot l:.er .......... . ........... ....... .. .. 

To tal •••••••••• • ••.•••••••• 

Cod, hPr1cto ck, hake , !,ollock 
am cuek: 
Cflnad.R •••••••••••••..•...••••• 
j·tex i co •••• • ••••••••••••••••••• 
PanaT.lIl., incl'ldi lls Canal Zo ne •• 
Netherlands Antilles •.• .. ....• 
Brazil ••••........... . •... . ..• 
PhiliY'Y'ine s, Republic of ••.•.• 
Ot ~1e r ••••••••••••••••••••.•••• 

To tal. ••••••••••••• • ••.••••• 

Other fish s JJ 
C 8.!'l.8.d. a.. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Mexico • • •••••••••••••••••••••• 
Panama, including Canal Zone •• 
Cuba •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Phllippines, Republic of •••••• 
Hal ti ••••••••.••.•.•.........• 
Netherlands Antilles ••.•..•..• 
Other ••••••••••••••..•..••.••• 

To tal •••••.•..• • ..••.•••.•• 

See footnotes at end of table. 

Anr.ual 

I 
Average 1949 195(1 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

80 1.5 3 
50.5 - -164 - -
)46 4 -
124 - -
178 12 14 

37 21 .50 
676 - -
16,5 106 31 

2,275 1.58 98 

22 .52 4 
107 14 3 

54 527 361 
22 76 54 
1 11 -

29 26 • 
763 319 109 

996 1,025 531 

786 68 96 
75 1 33 
48 45 21 

III 40 45 
8 9 -1,102 6 1 

44 2.5 18 
189 290 102 

2,363 484 316 

( Continued on next page 
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1951 1952 1953 

3 - 6 - .59 63 - - -- - -- - -
17 .51 143 
27 26 -- - -14 26 27 

61 162 239 

49 36 110 - - -142 - 50 
54 36 30 - - -
17 7 4 
37 51 20 

299 130 214 

16 91 221 
43 32 9 
10 20 9 
32 35 24 
90 44 235 - - -12 16 14 
80 139 U9 

283 377 631 

-



Table 23.-Unlted.States Exports of Salted, Pickled or Dry-cured Fish and Shellfish, by Major 
01asses and Country of Destination, 1934-)8 Average and 1949-53 (continued) 

Annual 
Species & Country of Destinatiol Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 1953 

1934-)8 

((u.antity (thousands of pounds) 

ShriI:rp: 
eMada ••••.••...•.•••....•...• 62 22 30 4) )9 52 
Panana, including Canal Zone •• 96 81 90 78 68 28 
Cllba •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 29) 1)2 262 316 219 71 
Philippines, Republic of •••••• 324 488 5 27 17 -
Peru •••••...•••••••••.•..•...• 104 1 - 5) )8 2 
China ••••••••.•••..........•.• 351 - - - - -
Netherlands Antilles •••.•••.•• 24 26 17 35 15 23 
Hong Kong ••••••••••.•••••••••• 1;~4 6 - - 6 -
Other •••••••••••••••.•....••.• 'l)J,7 11 14 28 51 21 

To taJ.. ••••••••••••....••.... 1,625 767 418 580 45) 197 

• Less thnn 500 pOUilds. 

11 Only 4-year. 1934-37 average. Data for 1938 probably included in "Other edible fish and 
fish products." 

Source: Compiled from U. S. Bureau of the Ceusus de.ta. 

OTHER EDIBLE FISH .AND FISH PROliUJTS 

In addition to the foregoing items, the United States exports a number of miscellaneous 
fish and shellfish products 110t separately classified such a.s canned caviar and other fi!;h roe, 
ce.nned fish cakes nr.d paste, fresh and frozen mussels. oysters and scallops, snd cooked but not 
canned lobsters and shrimp, which are grouped together and shown in table 'l)J,. 

Table 24.-United state.s Exports of Other Editle Fish ani }'j sh Prcducts, 11by Country of 
Destbnt:ion. 1934-38 Average e,l'.d 1949-53 

- .-- .--

1950 1'95' [1~5~_~ 195~_ Annual 
CoUL~try of Destination Average 1949 

1934-38 

Canada •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Cuba •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Hai ti ......• " .. .................. 
Dominic~n Republic ••••••••.••••• 
Netherlp.,nds Antilles •••••••••••• 
Fl"ance ••••••••••.••.••••...•.••• 
Venezuela ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Ar~entina ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
See footnotes at ene. of table. 

Q.uantity (thousandEl of pounds) 

189 57 36 
74 1 • 
87 - -
19 - -
11 • 1 
46 17 10 
15 5 1 

1 - -
( Continued on next pe.ge ) 
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18 19 49 
2 - -- - -- - -• - -

19 - 6 - - -- - -



~b1e 24.-United Stat~s Exports of Other Edible fish ~nd ri~h Products,lIby Country ot 
Destination, 1934-;8 Avereee rnd 1949-53 (Continued) . 

An.Tlual 
Cou!ltry of DestinRtion Average 1949 1950 1951 1952 195' 

1934-)8 

~.ntity ( tl:ousand s of pounds) 

f 
?hil ippine s • Republic of •••••.•• 97 1 - - - -
long Kong •..•••••••..••••.....•• 16 5 - 1 : - -
!apan •••••.••...•..............• 31 15 - - 129 -
L5beria ••••.•..••.•.. . •.....•.•• 1 - - - - -

South Africa •••••••••.• 1 

i 
- - - - -Jnion of 

16 13 20 I 

11 )ther •••••.••....•.............. 232 31 
I 

820 I 132 fA. 53 168 i 66 'futel q~tity ••..•••••••.• , : 
'futal Va].'18 •••••••••••••••• 137 7J 27 J4 , 49 J1 

I , 

$0.55 $0.42 $0. fA. i 
$0.29 $0.41 Average value per pound •••• $0.17 I 

j I 

• Less t~ 500 pounds. 

V Includes clam juice aDd powder: fish balls, cakes, hash, :>este, salad, ''':1(\. sa"..lce: kiPrered or 
smoked ale\li ve s, bloaters, herring, and sallton (except ca."ll1ed): 1ocsters, ccokpd (excp.l't can:led); 
mussels, fres~ or frozen: oysters,(ehc~IJt canned): roe; scallops, fre~~ or fro:en: 8~~k tln.: 
shximp cockteil: shrimp, cooked (except canned); squid, fresh or frozen: and others not else
where specified. 

Source: Compiled fro:n U. S. l!uree.u of the Census data. 

APP E!:D IX 

UNITE:D STATF.S PACK OF CAln..'ED FISH AND SEELLFISH 

Canned fish and shellfish ~roiuc3~ in the United States and Alaska during 1953 totaled 
792,194,000, a pack totalin& slightly celow t~~se of previous years back to 1949. The peckA ot 
canned sardin~~, mackerel, arid salmon in 1953 were considerably below prec~dln£ yearF ane the 
five-year average for 1934-38, (table A, page ".,). A large increase in the rack of canned tuna, 
however, served to balance the deficits in cannI'd sardines and salmon. Failure of the usual 
runs of fish was responsible for the lo~1 packs of sardines p.nd salmon. '!'he 1953 salmon pack wa. 
the smallest since 1921. The small pack of sardines ""6.S due to the almost complete absence of 
sardines off California. Record p~~kA of tuna and anchovies were canned during the year. Moat 
of the canned anchovies were packed for export. 
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Table A.-Production of Canned Fish alld She1l'fish, United States and Alaska, 1934-38 Averae"e and 
1949-.53 

Annual· ,-

Species Average 1949 1950 19.51 1952 ~ 1953 Y 
1934-38 

~tity (thousands of pounds) 

Salmon •••••••••...•••••••••• 366,824 265,196 206,871 222,987 214,289 187,769 
Sardines •••.••.•.••••.•.•••• 137,132 2,31.982 306,22,3 162.96,3 76,480 59,347 
Tuna and tunalike fishes •••• .57,846 141,701 174,794 157,326 179,417 188.704 
Mackerel •••••••••••••••.•••• .5.5,178 47,247 6.5,567 47,18,3 68.641 26,835 
Shrimp •••••••.•••.•.•••••••• 18,041 10,166 12,102 13.493 12.736 15,652 
Clam FQdu.cts· •••••••••.••••• 18.216 31,112 38,868 39,187 45,2.52 44,650 
Oysters ••••••••••••••••••••• ?97S 6.591 7.196 6.817 8.651 10.372 
Other •••••••••.•••••.••.•••• 31,828 121,020 155,494 150,.5.59 209,747 258.865 

Total ••••..••......•.•. 693.040 855,015 967,115 800.515 815,213 792,194 

Value (thousands of dollars) 

SaJ,.mon ••••• *.* •••••••••••••• 44,731 10),431 10).541 108,626 98,264- 82,240 
Sardines ••••••••••••...••.•• 11.255 42.387 47.555 3),998 22,421 17,607 
Tuna and tunalike fishes •••• 14.346 97,710 112.830 99.046 113.035 126.258 
Mackerel •••••••••••••••••••• 3.467 6,849 7.492 6,259 11,363 5.039 
Slll'imp •••••••••••••••••••••• .5,160 11,325 12.914 12.363 13,224 19.152 
Clam products ••••••••••••••• 2,915 8,779 10,840 11,773 12.210 12,630 
Oysters ••••••••••••••••••••• 2,183 6,768 7.363 6,154 7.543 7.616 
Other ••••••••••••••••••••••• 3,§84 18,255 22,800 22.991 27.769 36.332 

'lbtaJ. •••••••••••••••••• 87.641 295 • .504 331.335 301,210 305,829 306.874 

11 Preliminary data. 

Source: Fish and Wildlife Service data. 



Similar comparisons of imports enu erp0rts for previous years, namely 19)4-4, and 194~. 
!re conte.inp.d in the following publ1ce.tionl' prepared by thf! United Stl'tPfI Deppl'tment of Commerce, 
)ffice of International Tren~l 

Unlted StAtlls ForeiF-3n Trade in Fish and Fis}, Producte, (19)4-45) 
by Ether E. Lund, Volume 4, Part 5, No. 27 Industrial. lkference 
Service, December 1946. ror flle by Superintendent Qt Document., 
United States Government Printing Office, Waahineton 25, D. C. 

United States J'orelgn Trade in l'1sh Md !'ish Prod'lcte, (194,5-48) 
by George A. Sallee and Maurice W. Wallar, Volume VII, Parts 6, 
7 and 8, No. 14, 'forld Trade in Coll1I:1od1tie8, April 1949. J'or 
sale by the Surprintpnnpnt of Doc~entA, United States Government 
Printing Office, ~ashlncton 25, D. C. 

~oopositor - - Elizabeth M. Harvil'on 

Duplicating Section 
1r~shington 25, : .G.12117 

------------------------------

•••••••• 
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