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2 
UNITED STATES FISHERIES OF THE 

AND ALASKA, 1955 
A PRELIMINARY REVIEW 

IN TRODU CTION 
'Ibis leaflet makes available in one publication preliminary statistical informa

tion on numerous categories of the fishing i ndustry in 1955. Comparative data for 
earlier years are also included. For those phases of the industry, for which prelimi
nary estimates are not available, the most recent informa tion is listed. 111e leaflet 
is revised and reissued annually with new data for the year just concluded. All data 
refer to the United States and Alaska unless otherwise noted. 

CATCH 

TOTAL CATCH 

During 1955, the commercial fishermen of the United States and Alaska harvested 
apprOximately 4.6 billion pounds of fish and shellfish valued at about 325 million 
dollars. Compared with the previous year, this was a drop of apprOximately 45 million 
pounds or 1 percent in volume and $35 million or 10 percent in value. Several of the 
major fisheries recorded marked decreases during 1955; among these were salJllon, tuna, 
shrimp, Maine herring, ocean perch, haddock, halibut, cod, and Pacific mackerel. A 
more detailed account of several of the major fisheries is contained in this section. 
Menhaden continued to occur in abundance off the Atlantic and Gulf Coasts during 1955, 
wi th the production of this item soaring to a new record of 1.8 billion pounds. Practi
cally the entire amount was used in the manufacture of oil and meal. The menhaden catch 
during the year accounted for nearly 40 percent of the total domestic production. 

San Pedro, California, continued to hold its lead in the production of foodfish 
during 1955, with receipts at this port reaching approximately 361 million pounds. 
These landings were about 20 million pounds less than this portis production during 1954. 
Glouces ter, Massachusetts (254 mi1110n pounds), was second In production of foodfish 
wi th receipts at this port soaring to wi thin 8 million pounds of a record. Boston, 
Massachusetts (137 million pounds), W88 in third place follOiled by San Diego, California 
(92 million pounds). San Pedro (28 million dollars) also ranked first in value; San 
Diego (12.5 million dollarll) was second and New Bedford, Massachusetts (12.3 mllion 
dollars) W88 third. A table showing 13 of the most important fishing ports in the Un! ted 
States and the species which make them leaders in this category is shown on Page 13 of 
this publication. 

Conservationillts and packers alike were al8l'1l1ed at the continued failure of the 
once-productive salJllon fishery. '!he United States azxl Alaska pack of approximately 3.3 
million cases was the smallest since 1906 when the industry was stili young. '!he 1955 
pack represented only 37 percent of the 1936 record pack of nearly 8.7 million cases. 
Chum sablon vas lIearce in all areas of the Northwest PacifiC, and the 1955 pack of 466 
thousand caaes VN only 35 percent as great as the pack of this Item during the previoua 
year. Sockeye production also suffered greatl;r during the year with production dropping 
tran 1.3 million cases in 1954 to 749 thousand during 1955. The total. 1955 salJllon pro
duction decreased 874 thousand cases below the pack of the preVioue year and the total 
value of the pack declined nearly $ll million. 



The Pacific Coast tuna industry continued to suffer severe setbacks during 1955 with 
the catch of tuna in this area falling to 264 1I1.1Uoo pounda, -- nearly 60 million pounds 
or 18 percent less than the 1954 production. Albacore 1andinp in Oregon rose to nearly 
2 million pounds during the y-ear, but this production vas leas than 10 percent of the 
record 22 million poWlds landed in 1944, and a considerable port.1.on of this catch V88 

taken south of Oregon vaters. Increased 1Irporta of canned and froBen tuna, vage dis
agreements, and large carry--over stocks of oanned tuna aarked the West Coast tuna indus
try during 1955. The tuna pack during 1955 amounted to 9.8 million cases, approximately 
1 million ca.!es belov the record production ot the previolW year. 

pacit1c sardines (143 million pounds) registered a .:Lnor &&in during the year, but 
the catch of this i tern V88 still only 5 percent of the 1., billion-pound record establish
ed in 1936. 1be gain during 1955 vas heartem.ng hoveT8l', 88 the catch of sardines two 
years before had dipped to the dangerouelJr 19w point of 9 1I1ll1on pOunds. It vas feU 
that the 1955 catch would have been auoh Il'eater it a .1r1ke of cannery workers had not 
delayed full-scale operations early in the seuon. The 1955 fishery vas confined alJIIost 
entirely- to southern california lIaten. 

Jack mackerel receipta 05 million ~) doubled 1n california during 1955, vhile 
Pacific mackerel production slipped noticeably. Daring 1952, jack mackerel production 
climbed to a record 147 1II11lion pounds, but in 1954 rece1pts of this item dropped pre
cipitously to 17 milUon poums. 

'!he Maine sardine industry suffered noticeably during the y-ear, with the 1.3 million 
case pack of this item falUng far short ot tbe 2.9 1I1ll1on case paclc of the previous 
y-ear and further still from the record 3.8 II1llion 088e pacJc established in 1950. A 
scarci 1q' of fish in New EnglaDi vaters caUAled the low catch. 1be sardines available vere 
reported to have been smaller than tholle of IIOSt y-ears. 

Alaska herring receipts (63 million pounds) nearly doubl ed during 1955 compared vi tb 
the previOUS year, but this production vas still far below the 198-million-pound record 
set in 1946. 

Landings of the principal i tellS of groundfish and ocean perch which support the New 
England fillet industry, dropped aarkedly during 1955. Ocean perch receipta slipped 
from a production of 181 IIl1.llion pounds in u54 to 157 million pounds in 1955; haddock 
fell from 155 million pounds to 136 a1.llion poundsJ and cod declined approximately 1 
m1lion pounds to 35 million pounds. Imports of groundfish fillets, including ocean 
perch, during 1955 amounted to nearlJ 129 aillion pounds caapared vi th 137.6 million 
pounds imported in the previous year. Canada supplied 75 percent of the total 1955 
groundfish imports. 

Preliminary data indicatE. that the 1955 cat ch of shrimp, taken mainly in the South 
Atlantic and Gu1f States, SIIOWlted to approx:1Jaate1y 250 lli1110n pounds. This represented 
a decrease of about 15 million poums compared vi th the 1954 production. Trade sources 
reported that the decline vas partially due to incl_ent weather conditions in the lIlajor 
producing areas. 

Fish-stick production continued to cliab during 1955 and rose to over 65 million 
pounds, an increase of 31 percent during the year. In the previous year, this item com
prised near~ 50 1lli1Uon pounds, and, in 1953, the year of ita inception, 7.5 million 
pounds of fish stick8 vere produced. A uniform production during the year indioated 
that this industry- is becoming stabilised. 
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CATCH BY STATES 

California led the States in the production and value of fishery products in 1953 with 
landings totaling 544 million pounds valued at $59 million to the fish ennen . Massachuset ts was 
second in both quantity and value (510 million pounds valued at '38 million), followed by New 
Jersey in poundage (459 million pounds) ani Alaska in value ($26 million). The three States 
leading in production accounted f or 34 percent of the t otal volume while the three areas lead
ing in value accounted for 35 percent of the total . 

CATCH EY S~ TES, 1953 

,(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollars) 

Area and State 

NDl ENGLAND 
Maine: 

Fish. . · · · · Shellfish, etc. 
Total · · · · New Hampshire : 

Fish. 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total · · Massachusetts: 
Fish. · · Shellfish, etc. 

Total · · Rhode Island: 
Fish. . · · · Shellfish · · Total · · · Connecticut : 
Fish. · · Shellfish · · · Total · · · · 

Total New England 

MIDDLE ATI..A.N l'IC 
New York: 

Fish. 
Shellfish 

Total. 
New Jersey: 

Fish. • • • • 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total 
Delaware: 

Fish. 
Shellfish, etc. 

· · · 

· · 

· 
· 
· · 
· · 

· · 
State:; 

Total. • • 
Total Middle Atlantic 
States 

CHESAPEAKE 
Maryland: 

Fish ••• 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total 
Virginia : 

Fish •• 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total. 

Total Chesapeake States 

Catch 

Quantitl 

213,589 
29 1924 

243 513 

66 
62~ 
689 

477 ,049 
~ 2 1 986 

510 035 

85 ,148 
71138 

92 286 

16, 025 
11457 

17 482 
864 ,005 

122 , 829 
141667 

In. 496 

437, 285 
21 1562 

458,847 

362 ,141 
21~59 

367~00 

963 , 843 

15,931 
48 1 781 
64.712 

222 , 229 
55 . 596 

277 82<; 

342,537 

Value --

5, 655 
11 1099 
16 754 

25 
222 
247 

25 , 534 
12 1~12 
37 846 

1,744 
21245 
3,989 

584 
692 

1 276 
60 ,112 

3,594 
21 901 
9 495 

7,138 
71223 

l1u46l 

4,117 
2 1 04t 6 16 

30,122 

5,814 
10 1181 
15 ,995 
26 ,364 

(Continued on next page) 

Principal Species 
in Order of Volume 

Sea herring, ocean perch , whiting 
. Northern lobsters, clams 

Snelt 
Northern lobsters 

Haddock , ocean perch, whiting 
Scallops , Northern lobsters 

Menhaden, scup or porgy, flounders 
Clams 

Sea herring, scup or porgy 
Oysters , scallops 

Menhaden, scup or porgy 
Clams, scallops, oysters 

Menhaden, scup or porgy 
Clams, oysters 

l1enhaden 
Oysters , crabs 

Alewives, striped bass, menhaden 
Crabs, oysters 

Menhaden, alewives 
Crabs, oysters 
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C~TCH BY ST~TF~, 1953 - Continued 

(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollars) 

Area and State 

SOUTH ATLANTIC 
North Carolina: 

Fish . •• 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total •• 
South Carolina: 

Fish. • • 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total • 
Georgia: 

Fish. 

Shellfish, etc. 
Total • 

Florida, East Coast: 
Fish. • . 

Shellfish 
Total • 
Total South Atlantic 
States •• • 

Total Atlantic Coast 
States 

GULF 
--rlorida, West Coast: 

Fish. 
Shellfish, etc. • 

Total 
Alabama: 

Fish ••• 
Shellfish 

Total • 
Mississippi: 

Fish. 
Shellfish 

Total •• 
Louisiana: 

Fish. •• • 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total.. • 
Texas: 

Fish. 
Shellfish • 

Total ••• 

Total Gulf 

PACIFIC 
Washington: 

States •• 

Fish. • • • • • • • 
Shellfish ••• 

Total ••••• 
Oregon: 

Fish •• 
Shellfish. 

Total • 

Catch 

Quantity 

3,301 
11,118 
1..4 419 

792 

17 ,254 
18 046 

88,272 

13,160 
101 4'32 

326.545 

Value 

176 
2,077 
2 253 

152 

3,059 
3,211 

3,663 

2,765 
6 428 

20 157 

2,496,930 136,755 

50 ,249 
57,778 

108 027 

3,621 
8,343 

11 964 

67,493 
10 ,247 
77 740 

314,411 
105,318 
419 729 

70,020 
71,942 

141 962 
759 ,422 

132,184 
17,362 

1..49.546 

32,094 
8,687 

40 781 

5,746 
19, 626 
25 372 

678 
2,339 
3 017 

872 
2 ,449 
3 321 

5,160 
21 ,115 
26 275 

1,514 
25,659 
27,173 
85,158 

17,136 
2,796 

19 932 

3,663 
l, 17i 
4.831 

(Continued on next page) 

Principal Species 
i n Order of Volume 

Menhaden, alewives 
Shrimp, crabs , oysters 

Menhaden 
Shrimp, crabs , oysters 

King whi ting , shad, catfish, and 
bullheads 

Crabs, shrimp 

Menhaden, mullet , catfish, and 
bullheads 

Crabs, shrimp 

Mullet, red snapper, groupers , menhaden 
Shrimp , crabs 

Mullet , red snapper 
Shrimp, oysters, crabs 

Menhaden , spot 
Shrimp , crabs 

Menhaden, catfish, and bullheads 
Shrimp, oysters, crabs 

Menhaden, red snapper 
Shrimp, oysters 

Salmon, halibut 
Oysters, crabs 

Salmon, "sole" 
Crabs 



Area and State 

PACIFIC - Continued 
California: 

Fish ••••• • 

Shellfish • • • • • 
Total.. • 
Total Pacific 
States • • • 

Coast 

LAKES 
New York: 

Fish. 
Pennsylvania : 

Fish •• 
Ohio: 

Fish . • •• • 
Michigan: 

Fish. 
Indiana : 

Fish. 
Illinois: 

Fish. 
Wisconsin: 

Fish. •• 
Shellfish . 

Total . 
Minnesota: 

Fish. • 
Total Lakes States 

MI SSISSIPPI RIVER ~ 
Alabama: 

Fish.. • 
Shellfish, etc •• 

Total. • • 
Arkansas: 

Fi sh. •• 
Shellfish, etc . 

Total ••• 
Illinois : 

Fish • •• 
Iowa: 

Fish. . • 
Shellfish, etc. • 

Total. • 
Kentucky: 

Fish. • 
Shellfish ••• 

Total. • 
Louisiana : 

Fish.. • 
Shellf ish, etc •• 

Total. • 
Minnesota: 

Fish. • • 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total. • 
Mississippi: 

Fish. • • 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total. •• 

7 

CATCH BY STATES, 1953 - Continued 

(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollars ) 

Catch 

Quantity 

523,661 

20, 030 
543 691 

734,018 

891 

1 903 

22,949 

25 013 

21 

1.320 

20,527 
1 

20 528 

4 627 
77,252 

1,622 
6,263 
7.885 

10,537 
2,620 

13.157 

9 064 

1,977 
3 

1980 

1,478 
656 

2 134 

13,375 
1.339 

1k 71k 

13,007 
3 

13,010 

7,629 
48 

7 677 

56,844 

2,575 
59 ,4,19 

84,187 

233 

3,010 

3.315 

3 

255 

1,935 
(1) 

1.935 

384 
9,578 

408 
97 

505 

1,549 
61 

1 610 

688 

181 
(1) 

181 

335 
12 

347 

1,732 
146 

1 878 

1,372 
(1) 

1.372 

1,071 
11 

1.082 

(Continued on next page) 

Principal Species 
in Order of Volume 

Tuna and tunalike fishes, anchovies, 
jack mackerel 

Squid, crabs 

wnitefish, blue pike 

.Blus pike, whitefish 

Blue pike, yellow pike, yellow perch 

Lake herring, smelt, chubs 

Lake herring, yellow perch 

Chubs , yellow perch 

Lake herring, chubs 
Crawfish 

Lake herring, tullibee, yellow pike 

Catfish and bullheads 
Mussel shells 

Buffalofish, sheepshead 
Mussel shells 

Carp, buffalofish 

Carp, buffalofish 

Buffalofish, catfish, bullheads 
Mussel shells 

Catfish and bullheads, buffalofish 
Baby turtles, crawfish 

Catfish and bullheads, carp, buffalofish 

Catfish and bullheads, buffalofish 
Turtles, frogs 



CATCH BY STATES, 1953 - Continued 

(Thousands of pounds and t housands of dollars) 

Area and State 

MISSISSIPPI RIVER 2/ - Continued 
Missouri: 

Fish. . · 
Oklahoma: 

Fish. 
South Dakota: 

Fish. 
Tennessee: 

Fish. . 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total 
Wisconsin: 

Fi sh. 
Shellfish, etc. 

Total . 
Total Mississippi River 
States • 

ALASKA 
Southeastern: 

Fish. · Shellfish. 
Total • 

Central: 
Fi sh. 
Shellfish . 

rota1 
v:estern: 

Fish. . . 
Shellfish 

Total . 

Total Alaska . 

Total Fish. · Total Shellfish, etc. 

Grand Total · 
1/ Less than 500 dollars. 
y Data for 1950. 

Catch 

Quantity Value 

685 73 

1 167 194 

2 817 113 

6,277 1,184 
1.2 1707 2!t2 
19 . 984 1 429 

9,095 b58 
.2 

9.098 
(1) 

b58 

103 ,372 10,130 

135 , 7ll 12,580 

.2ltf7 
ru18 

420 
13 000 

102 , 207 8, 846 
21271 61.2 

107 778 9 459 

47, 571 3,748 
11222 260 

49 570 4 008 

296 , 966 26,467 

3,845 , 164 199,149 
622.796 153 126 

4,467,960 352,275 

Principal Species 
in Order of Volume 

Carp, buffa10fi sh 

Carp , buffa10fish 

Carp 

Catfish and bullheads , carp , buffalofish 
Mussel shells 

BuIfalofish, carp, sheepshead 

Salmon, herring, halibut 
Crabs, shrimp 

Salmon, halibut 
Crabs, clams 

Salmon 
Crabs 

Henhaden , salmon, tuna 
Shrimp, crabs , oysters 

DISPOS T nOil OJ CA TCP (Rou:m WKICHT) , 1955 P':l 1954 

End Pse 1955 y 1954 ~/ 

Million Vi1lion 
Pounds Percent Pounds Per cent 

Fresh and frozen fish . · · · · 1,401 30 1, 467 31 
r...lnned fish . · · . . · · · · · 1 , 093 24 1,159 25 
C:Ured fish . · · · · · · · 85 2 85 2 
, :''Products and bait . · · · · · 2, 021 44 1, 934 42 

Total . · · . . · · 4, 600 100 4, 645 100 

~/ Preliminary . 



CATCH BY SPECIES 

'lbe table below 11st. the e.t1Jaat.ed product.1.on ot the aore 1.JlpOrtant species tor 1955 COII

pared wi t.h 1954 and the record production tor these spec1e.. Menhaden landinga eatab11shed a 
new record during 1955 with receipts ot this it_ soarini to 1.8 b1ll1on pounds, appro:d.JIate17 
50 lI11110n pounds above tho •• ot 1954. TUna receipts dropped IIW'kedl7 troll near17 324 lI11110n 
poUDCl8 in 1954 to 264 lII11110n poUDda in 1955. Saaon production WO recorded a s harp decline 
wi t.h landings sinking to 286 a1.ll1on pouncia cc.pared v1t.h .325 lI11110n pounc18 the pr .... iOU8 ,..ar. 
'lbe 1955 salaon catch vu on17 .36 peroent aa great. aa the record 791 lI11110n pounds landed in 
1936. 1!le shr1JIp catch vaa also dovn dlU'ing the ,.ear with 250 lI11110n pound8 -- about 15 1111-
110n pounda below 1954. Other OOIIIIerc1al.l7 iaportant species l!lbaving marked declines during 
the ,.ec ver., Maine herring, ocean perch, haddock, Pacific halibut, cod, and Pac1tic maokerel. 

CATCH OF CERTH:·! SPECIES , 1955 AND 1954 

Species 1955 ~I 1954 Y Re cor d Pr oduction 

Thous and Percent Th.ous cmd Per cent Th.ous and 
POill1ds of To tal Pounds of Total Year POill1ds --

Menhaden. · · · · · · · · 1, 800, 000 39 .1 1, 750, 000 37. 8 1955 1, 800, 000 
Salmon. · · · · · · · · · 286, 000 6. 2 324,716 7. 0 1936 790, 924 
Till1a and t ill1al ike 
fishes, Paci fi c: 

}.l bacore. · · · · · · 24, 000 . 5 26, 998 . 6 1950 72 , 415 
Bluefin • · · · · · 13 ,000 .3 21, 025 . 4 1935 25 ,739 
Boni to. · · · · · · 100 .. 2, 319 .1 1947 13,918 
Skipjack . · · · · · · · 103 , 000 2. 2 153, 756 3.3 1954 153 , 756 
Yellowfin • · · · · · · 124 ,000 2. 7 119, 402 2.6 1948 199 , 427 

Total. · · · · · · 264,100 5.7 323 , 500 7. 0 1950 392 , 273 

Shrimp. · · · · · · · · 250, 000 5. 4 265 , 000 5.3 1954 265, 000 

Sea herring : 
Alaska . · · · · · · · 63 , 000 1. 4 35, 322 .7 1946 198 , 231 
Maine. · · · · · · · · 99 , 400 2.1 123, 600 2.7 1950 185, 481 

Total . · · · · · · 162 , 400 3. 5 158, 922 3.4 - -

Ocean per ch, Atlanti c · · 157 , 000 3. 4 181 , 000 3. 9 1951 258 , 320 
Sardines, Pacific · · · · 143 , 000 3.1 136, 504 3.0 1936 1, 502 , 299 
Haddock . · · · · · · · · 136, 000 2.9 155 , 000 3. 4 1930 267 , 123 
Whitin g . · · · · · · · · 1l}~ , 000 2.5 94, 000 2. 0 1951 120,076 
Fl oill1ders • · · · · · · · 64, 400 1. 4 63 , 900 1. 4 1948 138 , 924 
Halibut, Pacif ic. · · · · 49 , 000 1.1 56 , 69 4 1. 2 1954 60, 714 
Anchovies · · · · · · · 43 , 000 . 9 42, 410 . 9 1953 86, 044 
Cod, Atl anti c. · · · · 35 , 000 . 8 36, 000 . 8 1880 307 , 583 
Macker el, jack. · · · 35, 000 . 8 17,334 . 4 1952 146, 522 
Pollock. · · · · · · · · 24, 000 .5 20,000 .4 1938 40, 694 
Lobsters , Mai ne . · · · · 22 ,700 . 5 22 , 000 . 5 1889 25, 002 
Scallops, sea. · · · · · 22 , 000 . 5 17,600 . 4 1953 23 , 618 
Mackerel, Pacific · · · · 21, 000 .5 25,393 . 5 1935 146, 427 
Squid, California • · · · 12, 000 .3 8,156 . 2 1946 38,024 
Hake , whi te • · · · · · · 8, 000 . 2 8, 500 . 2 1898 39,918 
Other · · · · · · · 951, 400 20.7 938 , 371 20.3 - -. · · 

Total. · · · · · · 4, 600, 000 100. 0 4, 645 , 000 100. 0 - -
Y Preliminary. 
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CATCH OF MORE IMPORTA.NT SPECU.s , 1953 

Recor d Catch 
Thousand 

Percent 
Record through 1953 

Species of 
Pounds Total Year 

Tbousarrl 
Pounds 

Menhaden. · · · 1, 696 , 076 38 . 0 1953 1, 696, 076 
Salrnon. · · · 312,934 7 . 0 1936 790 , 924 
Tuna and tunalike fishes . 306,092 6 . 9 1950 392 , 273 
Shrimp. · · · · 260,357 5 .8 1953 260, 357 
Herring, sea. · 154, 432 3 . 5 1950 363,765 
Ocean perch, Atlantic · 153,898 3 . 11 1951 258 , 320 
Crabs · · 1411,147 3. 2 1950 159 , 278 
Haddock • · · · · · 139 , 603 3 .1 1930 267 , 123 
Whi ting • · · · 89 , 625 2. 0 1951 120, 076 
Oysters · · · · · · · 79,719 1. 8 1/ 1908 152 , Ou6 
Jack mackerel · 55 , 751 1. 2 - 1952 146, 522 
Halibut • · · · 47 , 115 1.1 1915 50 ,147 
Scup or por g.v • · 43 , 945 1.0 1953 43 , 945 
Clams · · · · 37 , 581 . 8 1951 43 , 385 
Mullet . · · · · · 34 , 473 . 8 1902 43 , 137 
Other · · · · · 912,212 20 . 11 - -

Total · · · · 4, 467 , 960 100.0 - -

1/ First year in which an oyster survey was made in all r egions . 

V~LU~ OF TBt CATCH OF MORv n{PORTA~T SPcCIFS , 1953 

Per cent 
Record Value 

Species Thousand of Record t hrough 1953 
Dollars Total Year 

Thousarrl 
Dollars 

Shrimp. · · · · · · 76, 641 21.8 1953 76, 641 
Tuna and tunalike fishes. 47 , 173 13 . 4 1950 61 , 419 
Salmon. · · · · · · 37, 806 10 . 7 1951 52 , 509 
Oysters · · · · · · 29 , 054 8 . 2 1952 32 , 339 
l1enhaden. · · · 18, 578 5. 3 1953 18, 578 
Clams . · · · · · · 11,467 3 .3 1952 11, 700 
Lobsters, Norther n. · · 10, 870 3 .1 1953 10, 870 
Haddock . · · · 10, 528 3 . 0 1946 13 , 043 
Scallops, sea • · · · 10,476 3 . 0 1952 10, 832 
Flounders · · · · · · · 10, 291 2. 9 1951 13 , 253 
Crabs · · · · 10,200 2 .9 1946 12, 678 
Ocean perch • · · · 6, 213 1. 8 1951 12, 597 
Halibut • · · · · · · 5,733 1. 6 1950 8, 457 
Catfish and bull heads · 1/ 5,703 1. 6 1/ 1952 1/6, 411 
Buffalofish · · · · I /3 , 545 1. 0 I / 1952 I /3 , 564 
Herring. · · · · · - 3, 422 1.0 1948 - 5, 832 
Mullet . · · · · · · · 2, 982 . 8 1945 4, 647 
Scup or por g.v · · · 2, 614 .7 1951 2, 994 
Cod · · · 2, 577 .7 1948 5, 075 
Other • · · 46, 402 13 . 2 - -

To t al · · · · · 352 , 275 100 . 0 - -
1/ I ncludes data on t he value of t he catch i n the MiSSissippi River and its tribut aries 

f or 1950. 



IXm'STIC CATCH IN UNITED STArn; WATERS AND ON THE HIGH SEAS 
OFF TIJE UNITED STArn; AND ON THE HIGH SEAS OFF FOREIGN roAS'IS, 1954 

U. S. Waters mg1l seas 
Area and Spedes and High Seas off Foreign 

off the U. S. Coasts 

Thousand ThousaOO 
Pounds Pounds 

Atlantic and Gulf States: 
New England States: 

Cod. • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 28,440 7,560 
Flounders. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 56,193 7,807 
Haddock. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 115,979 39,021 
Hake, whi te. · · · · · · · · · · · · · 7,567 933 
Halibut. · · · · · · · · · . · · · · · 333 111 
Ocean perch. · · · · · · · · · · · · · 92,300 89,200 
Pollock. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 16,055 3,945 
Whiting. · • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 93,741 259 
Wolffish • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 925 675 
Unclassified • · · · · · · · · · · · · (1) 529 

Total • · · · · · · · · · · · · · - 150,040 

Gulf States: 
Red snapper. · · · · · · · · · · · · · (1) 5,000 
Shrimp • · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 200,000 65,000 

Total • · · · · · · · · · · · · · - 70,000 

other Species, Atlantic ():>ast States · · 2,469,832 -
Total Atlantic and Gu1f States. · 3,081,365 220,040 

Pacific Coast States and Alaska: 
Washington, Oregon, and Alaska: 

Bo ttomfish • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 48, 475 2/27 ,500 
Halibut. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 53,123 7,500 
SalJnon · · · · · . · · • · · · · · · · 307, 817 7,400 
Crabs. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 28,823 700 
Other. · · · · · · · · · " · · · · · · 59,766 500 

Total • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 498,004 43,600 

California: 
Jack mackerel. · · · · · · · · · . · · 17,324 10 
Pacifi c mackerel • · · · · · · · · · · 25,032 361 
TUna and boni to. · · · · · · · · · · · 20,169 302,440 
yellowtail. · · · · · · · · · · · · · 12 1,645 
Sardines, Pacific. · · · · · · · · · · 134,091 2,413 
Other. · · · · · . · · · · · · · · · · 115,222 J,272 

Total • · · · · · · · · · · · · · 311,850 310,l41 

Total Pacific Ooast States and 
Alaska. · · · · · · · · · · · · 809,854 353,741 

Great Lakes and MiSSissippi River. · · · . 180,000 -
Grand total • • · · · • • · · · · 4,071,219 573,781 

1/ Included with "Other species, Atlantic ():>ast States". 
"'1/ Includes red snapper and unclassified fish taken on the high seu. 
~ Principally nounders, cod, Pacific ocean perch, and rockfish. 
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Total 

1bousand 
Pounds 

36,000 
64,000 

155,000 
8,500 

444 
181,500 
20,000 
94,000 
1,600 
(1) 

-

(1) 
265,000 

-
V2,475,361 

3,301,405 

75,975 
60,623 

315,217 
29,523 
&:1,266 

541,604 

17,334 
25,393 

322,609 
1,657 

136,504 
118,494 
621,991 

1,163,595 

180,000 

4,645,000 

Note:--Data on the Wuhington, Oregon, and Alaska catch on the high se .. ott foreign coaata 
are for the year 19511. 
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Fishery 

Fresh-water ~/ •• 
Salmon •••••••• 
Clam. • • . . . . . . 
Shrimp . 
(lys ter . • • • 
Crab •••• 
Tuna •• •• 
Lobs ter, northern. 
Scallop . •• • 
'Jorth /, tlan tic trawl. 
Mull et . •• • • 
'enharlen . • • • • 
S~dine , Pacific 2/ • 
IJal i bu t • •• • - • 
Herrin', r·'aine . 

1/ na ta are for 1950 . 

Fishermen 

Rank 
1 
2 
3 
L 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
1)1 

15 

lumber 
2u , 000 
21 , 000 
16, 957 
15, 000 
13 , 9Ll 

7, 873 
7,750 
7,uOO 
6, 000 
5, 000 
u, 631 
u, 200 
3, 900 
2, 200 
1, 050 

Rank 
7 
5 

12 
6 

10 
8 
u 

lu 
15 
3 

13 
1 
2 

11 
9 

Cil tch 

Thousand 
Pounds 
180 , 62u 
312, 93L 

37 , 581 
260, 357 
79, 719 

liLL , l u7 
306 , 092 

28 , 115 
26 , u71 

668 , 071 
Ju , u7] 

1 , 696 , 076 
iU, 522 

u6 , 765 
100 , 587 

Fishery 

~enhacten . . • • • • • 
Sardine , Pacific 2/ • 
rorth Atlantic trawl. 

HpITinb, Maine . 
Tuna . • 
Palibu t • • • 
Crab . . • 
Shrimp . 
Salmon. · . . 

esh -wa Ulr 1/ . 
Hullet . • • 
Oys ter ••• 
Scallop . • 
Lo os ter, nor them 
Clam . • • . • . 

catch per 
Fisherman 

Rank 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
11 
15 

Thousand 
Pounds 

L03 . 8 
183 . 2 
133 .6 

95 . 8 
39 . 5 
21.3 
18 .3 
17 . 4 
14 .9 

7 . 5 
7. 4 
5 . 7 
4.4 
3 . 8 
2 .2 

~/ The 1950 catch of Pacific sardines has been u3ed in this table because the take durin g thi s 
year is more representative of an aver aGe year than the 1953 production . 

'~ote: --Some fishermen fished for two or more of the species shown above . any of the fish ermen 
operating in t he fr esh-water, clam, and v~ious other fishe r ies were casual fishermen who de 
rived less than one- half of thei r annual incom0 f r om fishing . 

NlT?JER OF FISW'R1Wr , VALUE Of C .~ ~P, :;m V'L!'F' O!' C , 1'CP PElt FIS!1i':m 'J 
FOR THE rV,JOr. FISHERIFS , 1953 

Fishery Fishermen Value of catch Fishery Value of Catch 
per Fisherman 

Thousand Thousand 
Rank umber Rank Jo11ars Rank Dollars -- - -- - -

Fresh-water 1/ . · · · 1 2u , 000 6 19,708 ~or th A t lan ti c trawl . 1 7. 0 
Salmon. · · · · · · · 2 21, 000 3 37 , 806 Tuna . · · · · · · · 2 6 .1 
Clam . · · · · · · 3 16, 957 10 11 , u67 Shrimp . · · · · · · 3 S. l 
Shrimp . · · · · · · u 15, 000 1 76, 68. Menhaden . · · · · · u 4. u 
Oyster . · · · · · 5 13 , 9Ll 5 29 , 05u Sardine, Pacific ~/ · 5 3 .1 
Crab . · · · · · · · · 6 7, 873 12 10, 200 Halibut · · · · · · 6 2 . 6 
Tuna. · · · · · · 7 7,750 2 u7 , 173 Oyster. · · · · · · 7 2. 1 
Lobs ter , nor thern • · 8 7,uOO 11 10, 870 Scallop · · · · · · 8 2. 0 
Scall op · · · · · · · 9 6, 000 9 11, 886 Salmon. · · · · · · · 9 1.8 
North Atl antic t rawl. 10 5, 000 U 3u, 9uu HerrinG' Maine . · · · 10 1.5 
Mullet . · · · · · · 11 u, 631 Ii! 2, 982 Lobs ter , northern · · 11 1.5 
Nenhaden. · · · · · · 12 u, 2oo 7 18, 578 Crab . · . ... · · · 12 1.3 
Sardine , Pacific y · 13 3, 900 8 12, lUO Fresh-water y . · · · U 0 . 8 
Halibut · · · · · · · 14 2,200 13 5, 733 Clam. · · · · · · · · 1u 0 . 7 
Herring , Maine. · · · 15 1 , 050 15 1 , 621 Nuliet . · · · · · · · 15 0. 6 

1/ Dat a are for 1950. 
~/ The 1950 catch of Pacific sardines has been used in this table because the take during this 
year is more r epresentative of an average year than the 1953 production . 

Note :--Some fishermen fished for two or more of the species shown above . Many of the fishermen 
operating in the fresh-water, clam, and various other fisheries wer e casual fi s hermen who de
rived l ess than one-half of their ~~nual income f r om f i shing. 
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LANDINGS BY POR TS 

LANDINGS AT CERTAL POR TS, 1955 ~/ 

Port Thousand Thousand 1mportant Species Pounds Dollars 

San Pedro, California. · · · · 361, 000 28 , 000 'lUna, Pacific sardines, mackerel 
Reedville, Virginia. · · · · · · 305,000 (2) Henhaden 
Lewes, Delaware. · · · · · · · 274, 000 (2 ) Menhaden 
Gloucester, MaGs achusetts. · · · 253 , 607 7, 676 Ocean perch, whi ting, menhaden, 

haddock 
Beaufort-Morehead City, N. C. · 158,000 (2) Menhaden , shrimp, spo t 
Cameron, Louisiana · · · · · · · 158,000 (2) Menhaden, shrimp 
Empire, Louisiana. · · · · · · · 148, 000 (2) Menhaden , shrimp 
Boston, Massachusetts. · · · · · 136,705 9, 229 Haddock, cod, pollock 
San Diego, California. · · · · 92,000 12,500 Tuna 
New Bedford, Massachusetts · · · 82 ,731 12, 272 Scallops, f lounders, haddo ck 
Point Judith, Rhode Island · · · 3/77 , 000 (2 ) Red hake 
Portla.'1d, Maine. · · · · · · · - 68 ,194 2, 289 Ocean per ch, whiting 
Rockland, Maine. · · · · · · · · 45, 829 1, 637 Ocean perch 

1/ Preliminary. 
2/ Data not available. 
2! Includes only .the catch for reducti on and animal food . 

Note:--'Ihe lar gest l andings made at a United Stat es port OCCUlTed in 1950 Vlhen 848 , 235 , 000 
pounds of fish and shellfish wer e landed in the San Pedro area . This catch was valued at 
~38,050,146 which was likewise the greatest value ever r eceived by fi shermen for a catch landed 
at a Uni ted St ates fishi ng port in a single year. 

SUMMARY OF UNI TED STATES Ai'ill IlLASKA CATCH, 1954 MT 1953 - BY JI.REAS 

.t..rea 1954 195 

'Ihousand Thous and 
Pounds POUIlds 

Atlantic and Gulf Coast States. · · · · · · · 1/ 3,301,405 3, 256 ,976 
Pacific Coast States . - 825 , 966 734,018 · · · · · · · · · · · Alaska. . . . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · 337 , 629 296,966 
Great Lakes and Mississ ippi River · · · · 1/180,000 180, 000 

Ib t al. . . . . . · · · · · · · · · · · · 4,645,000 4, 1167 , 960 

Y Da.ta are partly estimated. 

FUR SEALS 

TAKE OF PRIBILOF FUR-SEAL SKI NS AND AvrnAGE VALUE , 1955 AN 1954 

1955 1954 

Take vf Skins Average Value Take of Skins Average Value 
at Fall Auction at Fal: Auc tion 

65,638 $94.14 63,882 ~r. 2 



CATCH BY 1010 TH S 

There is wide varj attnn in th,' clltch of fish t.hrou ~hout 

inbS of mos t spccif's occurrinf' in t ho ', U/I\I1l(>r mon t.h3 . 
made durin e the 6-month period 
or ugust . Sour cps from which 

available free upon r "quost 
Washington 2c , ') . • 

MONTHLY CATCH AND UTILIZATIO FISH A SHE:LLFISH 1955 
(Round weiph bas is 

Us for 
Month Us ed for food Indus trial Purpoll sy 

Milli on illion !.lillian 
Pounds Percent OUll II Percen Powds 

January 108 .L L. 2 2 .0 .1 110 . 
February 107 . 6 L.2 2 . 8 .1 llc .L 
.. arch 120.6 L. 7 ) . 6 . 2 12 
April 1L~ . 0 5 . 5 b. 1.L 170 .2 
May 216 . ) 8 .L 151 . 7 7 .5 )68 .0 
June 200 .2 11.6 L5Q . B 22 . 8 759 .0 
July. L20 .L 1 . J 7 . 2) .1 887 . 
AugUBt ) 4L .5 1) . ) ) - . 9 17 .0 685 . 
September :: )L.l 0.1 -7 . 5 1) . 7 51 
Octobe r 202 . 6 7.e 1)) .2 . 6 335 . e 
November lBL .2 7.1 82 . 6 L.l . 8 
December • 2( 1.6 7 . 8 M.e ) .L n .L 

Total 2 , 570 .5 

1/ Manufactured into meal, 011, 
products, used as bait, etc . 

Mon th ly Catch and Utilization of Fis h and Shellf is h , 1955 

MI LLiON 
POUNDS 
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TOT AL CAT CH 
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_____ US ED FOR INDUSTRI AL 
PURPOSES Y 
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CATCH BY GEAR 

QUANTITY OF GEAR US ill AIID CATCH BY GEAR, 1953 

Cat ch 
'lYPe of Number Importan t Fisheries Gear of Gear Thousand Per cent 

Pounds of Total 

Purse sei nes ~/. · 1,979 2,041,llL L6 Menhaden, pilchard, herring, 
mackerel, salmon, tuna 

Otter trawls · · · 11, 993 1,016,152 23 Groundfish, shrimp 
Lines 2/ • · · · · 9, 82L,037 4W,355 10 Tuna, cr abs , halibut , salmon 
Gill nets. · · · · 139, 640 201,177 L Salmon, lake fish , mullet 
Pound nets · · · L, 855 183 , 968 L Salmon, alewives 
Traps and pots · · 983,651 118,LUO 3 Crabs, lobs t ers, sea bass 
Dredges. . · · · · 7,956 108,L09 2 Oysters , crabs , clams 
Haul seines . · 3,7L7 91 , 608 2 Carp, mullet, spot, croaker, 

buffalo fish , menhaden 
stop seines. · · · 105 68, 612 2 Herring 
Other. . . · · - 195 ,125 L -

To tal. · · · - L, 467,960 100 -
1/ Includes the production of fis h taken by ring and l ampa.r a nets i n California . 
~/ Number of hooks and bai ts. 

CRAFT, EMPLOYMENT, AND SHOR E ESTABLISHMENTS 
E}PLOTIIDIT, FISHING CRAF T, A!lJD "STA3LISHMlCNTS , 1955 , 1950, 1940, A~JD 1930 

Item 1955 1950 1940 1930 

Number Number Number Number --- --- --- ---
Persons employed; 

Direct employment: 
Fishermen • · · · · · · 153,000 161,463 124, 795 119, 716 
Transporters. · · · · · 4,000 4, 916 3, 955 4, 501 
Shore workers · · · · · · · · 98 , 000 102 , 015 90, 215 78, 996 

Indi r ect employment : 
Allied industries ( gear 
manufactur e , boat building, 
processing equipment, etc . ) . · 300,000 300, 000 210, 000 200 , 000 

Total · · · · · · · · · · 555 , 000 568 , 394 428, 965 403, 213 

Cr aft utilized: 
Fishing craft: 

Vessels of 5 net tons and 
over • · · · · · · · · 11,000 11 , 496 5, 562 4, 374 

Mot or boats · · · · · · · · 48,000 46, 067 31,055 35 , W7 
Other boats · · · · · · · 26 , 000 34,747 35 , 193 37 , 961 

'ITansporting craft: 
Vessels of 5 net tons and 
over • · · · · · · · · · · 1, 200 1, 313 1, 325 1,419 

Motor boats · · · · · · 800 827 726 1 , 363 

Total • · · · · · 87,000 94, 450 73, 861 80,554 

Vessels documented for fishin g for 
the first time during t he year · · 418 812 320 (1) 

Fishery shore establishments: 
Alaska. . · · · · · · · · · · 180 216 228 260 
Pacifi c Coast States. · · · 425 484 351 309 
A tlan ti c Coas t and Gulf States. · 2,800 2, 699 2, 038 2, 024 
Great Lakes and Mississippi 
States . · · · · · · · · · · 480 484 W8 402 

Total • · · · · · · 3,885 3, 883 3, 055 2, 995 

!/ Data not available . 
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16 MANUFACTURED FISHERY PRODUCTS 

PLA'ITS PRODUCING CAlmED n sHF.RY PROD CTS AHT) BYPROTJUr'fS , 1950 

Canned By- TOtal Plants 
state and Area Products products ;xclusi ve 

of Dupli cation 

~umber 'lumber lumber --- --- ---
'Jew "'J'lgland : 

Naine . · · · · · · · 52 16 63 
f.1assachusptts • 10 9 17 
Connecti cu to 1 2 2 
Rhode Island · 1 1 2 

Total . · 60 28 80 
_ 'iddle .Hlanti c : 

\Tew York · · · 11 5 16 
-lew Jersey · L 16 20 
Penns \-l vani a 2 5 7 

e laware · · · 1 2 3 
Total. 18 28 L6 

Chesapeake '1~ : 

llaryLnd · 7 9 16 
Vi r io,inia 11 12 21 

Total . · · · 18 21 37 
South ,~ tlantic and Gulf: 

'Iorth Carolina · · 9 17 22 
South Car olina · 5 2 6 
Geor gi a. · · 2 1 3 
Florida . · · 2 L 6 
Urtba."la . 3 1 L 
~'ississip!'li • · · 19 L 23 
Louisi.qna . 29 37 63 
Texas. · · · - L 0 

'IOtal . 69 70 131 

Gre rtt Lakes an: l-:i ssissippi Hi ver: 
.!l.rkansas · · · · - 1 1 
Illinois · 1 - 1 
Iowa . · · - 11 11 
11i chi gan · · 1 - 1 
Minnesota . · · - 2 2 
l'Iissouri · · · - 1 1 
Ohio · · · · 1 - 1 
Tf'nnpsse e. · · 1 - 1 
Wisconsin . · · · · · 1 - 1 

'IO tal . · · · · · · · 5 15 20 

Pacifi c Coast: 
Washington · · · · 6L 13 76 
Ore gon · · · · · 18 5 20 
California · · · · · 41 35 52 

'IOtal . · · · · · · 123 53 1M 

Alaska · · · · · · · 99 10 109 

Puer tc Rico . · · 1 1 1 

Hawaii . · · · · · · 2 - 2 

6.JTlerican Samoa · · · · · · · 1 1 1 

Gr and Total. · · · · · · 400 227 579 
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CURRENT PRODUCTION OF CA~NED FISH 

PACK OF MORE IMPORTANT CANNED PRODUCTS, 1955 AND 1954 

POlIDds 
Item par case 1955 1954 Record Pack 

Standard Standard Standard 
Number cases cases Year cases -- --

Tuna and tlIDa1ike fishes · . (1) 9,844,435 10,888 ,898 1954 10,888,898 
Salmon · · · · · · · · · · 48 3,289,216 4,163,147 1936 8,965,177 
sardines: 

Maine • · . · · · · · · · . 20.3 1,269,070 2,934,933 1950 3,844,164 
Pacific • · · . . . . · · . 45 1,414,610 1,332,653 1950 5,070,805 

Mackerel and jack mackerel 45 564,208 329,098 1947 1,754,950 
Anchovies • · · · . . · · · · 31.25 415,149 496,870 1953 1,061,995 
Oysters • · · · · . · · · · · 14 553 ,032 446,084 1937 759,589 
Shrimp · · . · . · · · . · . 15 905 ,479 934,721 1937 1,434,894 
Pet food · · · . . · . · · · 48 5,336,415 4,121,q42 1955 5,336,415 

Y Solid pack, 21 polIDds; chlIDks, 19.5 polIDds ; and flake and grated, 18 polIDds. 

Note:--Inc1udes the production of canned tU.'l8 in HBJla1i, Puerto Rioo, and American Samoa. 

PRODUCTION OF CANNED FISHERY PRODUCTS AND BY1'RODUCTS, VARIOUS YEARS 

Year Canned Products Byproducts 

POlIDds Value Value -- - - --
1936 · · · · · · 769,573 ,000 $94,564 ,000 $34,969,000 
1940 · · · · . · · 681,194,000 94,182,000 30,554, 000 
1948 · · · · · · · 782,208 ,000 * 336,181,000 79,866,000 
1949 · . · . · . . 855 ,015,000 295,504,000 78,472,000 
1950 · · · . . · · * 967,115,000 331,335,000 77 ,188,000 
1951 · . · · · . . 800 , 515 , 000 301,210,000 69,313,000 
1952 · · · · . . . 815,213,000 305,829,000 67, 992 ,000 
1953 · · · · · · . 79'2,194,000 306,874,000 74,372, 000 
1954 · · · · . · . 862 ,629 ,000 331,018,000 * 81,401,000 
1955 · . · . . · . !I 841,000,000 (2 ) (2 ) 

* Record. 
1/ Preliminary. 
~ Not available. 

PACKAGED FISH 

SUMMARY OF PR ODUCTION OF PACKAGED FISY, 1955 

Item Fillets steaks 
Split 

Total "but terfly" 

pounds Value Pounds V~ue Pounds ~alue Pounds Value 

Fresh 53 , 088,799 ~7,205,400 376,751 $164, 908 - - 53 , 1165 , 550 t~17 , 370,308 
Frozen 95 , 608,122 23,373,375 9,668,467 3, 871,126 921, 4115 $162 ,095 106, 198,034 27 ,1106,596 

Total 148,696,921 40,578,775 10,045,218 4, 036, 034 921, 1145 162 ,095 159 , 663 , 584 44 , 776,9oL 
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FIS H STICKS 

During 1955, domestic production of fish sticks totaled over 65 million pounds valued at 
approximate~ $30.6 million to the processors. At the end of 1955, there were 52 domestic 
fish stick producing plants. Although production of this i tau rose near~ 31 percent during the 
year, the number of producing plants dropped slightly. '!he greatest production during a single 
IIOnth occurred in March when output rose to nearly 7.4 million pounds. July had the smallest 
production of any month wi th approx1mate~ 4.6 million pounds of s ticks produced while the aver
age monthly production amounted to over 5.h lIillion pounds. During 1954, January production 
amounted to 2.8 million but rose to an average of over 5.1 million pounds per month during the 
last quarter of the year. '!he 1955 production statistics indicated that the indus try had be
come stabilized during the year. 

'!he major portion of the fish sticks produced during 1955 were precooked. Production of 
precooked sticks amounted to 57.6 million pounds compared with 7.8 million pounds of uncooked 
sticks. Percentagewise, these represented 88 percent and 12 percent of the annual production 
respecti vely. 

U. S. PRODUCTION OF FTSH STICKS, 1955 

Month Cooked Uncooked Total 

PoUDds Pounds Pounds Value --
January •••• · . . . 4,899,300 701,800 5,601,100 (1) 
February •• · . . · . 5,094,800 859,500 5,954,300 (1) 
March. · . . . · . · . 6,501,800 891,400 7,393,200 (l~ 
April. • · . · . . . . 5,586,300 662,400 6,248,700 (1 
May ••• •• · . . · . 4,654,400 514,300 5,168,700 (1) 
June • • · . . · . . . 5,060,600 626,600 5,687,200 (1) 
July •• · . · . . · . 4,136,400 450,800 4,587,200 (1) 
August. · . · . . · . 4,229,900 w.u.,400 4,671,300 (1) 
September ••• · . · . 4,171,300 531,300 4,702,600 (1) 
October. · . . · . · . 4,595,500 759,900 5,355,400 (1) 
November •• · . · . . 4,300,100 742,000 5,042,100 (1) 
December • · . · . . . 4,334,300 637,800 4,972,100 (1) 

Total •• · . · . 57,564,700 7,819,200 65,383, 900 $30,602,352 

!I Not available. 

Nota:--Cooked fish sticks were valued at $27,631,056 and unoooked at $2,971,296. 

U. S. PRODUCTION OF FISH STICKS, 1954 and 1953 y 

Month 1954 1953 

Pounds Pounds --- ---
January · · · · · · · · · 2,770,600 115,000 
February • · · · · · · · 3,179,600 133,000 
March · · · · · · 4,003,500 148,000 
April · · · · · · · · · 3,841,100 34,900 
May . · · · · · · 3,941,300 21,800 
June . · · · · · · · · · · · 4,381,300 30,800 
July. · · · · · · · · · · 3,809,700 416,600 
August · · · · · · · · · · · 4,)63, 900 454,400 
September · · · · · · · · 4,271,700 809,500 
October · · · · · · · · 5,637,500 1,434,900 
November • · · · · · · · · · 4, 803,000 1,901,800 
December · · · · · · · · · · 4,959,200 2, 001,200 

Total · · · · · · · · 2/ 49 ,962, 400 7,501,900 

1/ Includes the production of cooked and uncooked fish sticks. 
2/ The 1954 production consisted of 43,616,200 pounds of cooked fish sticks, valued at 
J23,572,063 and 6,346,200 pounds of uncooked valued at $2,934,280. 
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FISH MEAL, OIL, AND SOLUB~ 

A total of 2646297 tons of fish meal vas produced in the Uni ted states6 Alaska, and Puerto 
Rico in 1955 -- 76UOO tons more than in the previous year. 'Ibis vas the largest danestic pro
duction of fish lIIeal in historY6 exceeding by about 3 percent the fonner record of 256,915 tons 
established in 1954. No acid scrap vas manufactured in 1955. The production of menhaden meal 
in 1955 amounted to 1906617 tons -- a n911 record. 0nJ..y 6,966 tons of sardine meal vere pro
duced during the year - - itlightly lRore than in 195u, but only 6 percent of the record yield of 
this meal vhich occurred in 1936 when the sardine fishery Vila at 1 ts peak. 'lhe sardine meal 
produced in 1955 vas manufactured from waste obtained fran cannery operations. In 1936, most 
of the production of this meal was manufactured fran vhole fish taken for direct reduction. 
'!be yield of Alaskan herring meal in 1955, vhich amounted to 4,469 tons, vas likewise far below 
the record 18,816 tons produced in 1937. 

'lhere vere 24.8 million gallons of fish and fish-liver oila produced in 1955 -- an increase 
of 12 percent compared with the previous year. Increased production of menhaden and herring 
oil accounted for most of the gain. The yield of aenhaden oil •• tablished a new record. How
ever, the prodUction of sardine and herring oU. vere only. traction of their record years. 
O! the total oil produced in 1955, 24,562,026 gallons consi.ted of body Oil, valued to the pro
cessor at $lh,216,229J while the produot.1on of liver and vilcera oils aaounted to 218,897 gal
lons, valued at $588,739. 

'!be yield of homogenized condensed fish amounted to over 41.1 million pounds. 'lhe yield 
of condensed fish solubles totaled 157 million pounds. 

PRODUCTION OF FISH MEAL, OIL, AND SOLUBLE'S, 1955 AND 1954 

1955 1954 
Record Production 

Product Unit 
Year Quanti~ 

Meal: 
Menhaden. . . . . . · . Tons 190,617 183,091 1955 190,617 
Sardine, Pacit1c. · . . do 6,966 6,513 1936 121,739 
Herring: 

Alaska •••••• · . do 4,469 2,429 1937 18,816 
Maine ••••• · . . do 3,202 4,544 1952 6,665 

Tuna and mackerel. • · . do 22,778 21,535 1950 25,377 
Other . . . . . . . · . do 36,265 38,803 - -

Total. . . · . . do 264,297 256,915 1955 264,297 

Oil: 
Menhaden. • • . . · . . Gallons 21,1l5,2oJ,. 18,641,433 1955 21,115,204 
Sardine, Pacific •• · . do 897,711 755,843 1936 26,131,439 
Herring • • • • • · . . do 1,091,016 760,927 1937 5,623,045 
'l\ma and lIackere1 • · . do 544,937 584,869 1952 1,122,459 
Other . . . . . . . · . do 1,132,055 1, 4Q1.L205 - -

Total •••• · . do 24,780,923 22,1..44,277 1936 39,901,818 

HOliogenized condensed 
41,156,000 57,886,000 1954 57,886,000 fiah •••••••••• Pounds 

Condensed fiah solub1es • do 157,062,846 172,173,000 1954 172,173,000 



20 

FROZEN FISH 

PRODUCTION OF FROZEN FISH, 1955 'nle 195$ productJ.on ot frozen t1eh 

fRESH-WATER fiSH 

,~ 

SAlT-WATER fiSH 

66~ 

and IIhellfish UIO\Dlted to nearly 31$ lII11110n 
pounda, an increue ot over 12 lI1llion poum. 
cc.pared vi th the treez1np ot" the prev10ua 
yeG'. or thia &JII)unt, lIal t .... ter tish cca
pr1eed 66 percent} shelltillh, 20 peroent; 
bai t and an1lIlal. tood trca both treah- aDd 
sal t-v.ter fillh, 13 percent} and treah-vater 
nsh, the r--.tn1ng 1 percent. 

Freez1np of tll1. ta trca aal. t.va t. .. 
tillh dropped aharply, totaling 79.7 1I11lion 
pounds compared vi th 96.3 millon poUDda in 
1954. ATer~. JllDnthl,y bo1d1nga ot trolen 
nsbery producta aaouDted to 164.4 ailllon 
pounda, 111 i ncreue ot 1.7 millon poUDda 
ccapared with the prenou :yeG'. It vu 
.st1aated th.t a catch ot appron-atel.7 50'5 
a1ll1on J)OUIId8 ot Uah and ahellt1ah 1fU 

requ1recl to prodnce the 315 aiillon po\l!llU 
ot round, dre .. ed, and drum tillh, t1eh 
t i llate, aDd packaged shellt1ah trozen 
during 1955. 

FRF:E3INGS AND HOLDrTGS OF FISH A~m SJ.JF:LLFTSP, 1955 A~m 1954 

(In thousands of pounds) 

Item 1955 1954 Recor d 

Quantity OU2l1ti ty Year Quantity --Freezings : 
All fis her y pr oduc ts . · · · · · 314, 684 302,658 1951 325,504 
Shrimp. . · · · · · · · · · · 50, 043 58 , 092 1951 58 ,591 
Ocean perch fi llets · · · · 38,766 4L ,485 1951 71,400 
Halibut. · · · · · · · · 28 , 583 35 , 241- 1954 35, 241-
Whitin g, headed and flitted. · · 35 , 635 31,705 1951 45, 520 
Bai t and animal food. · · · · 40, 209 22,924 1955 40, 209 
Haddock fi llets · · · · · · · · 11, 755 20,131 1950 25,224 
Salmon. . · · · · · · · · · · 10, se3 15,720 19h5 30,009 
Peak month. · · . · · · · 1/Llh, 719 2/4h, 022 1952 Y49,306 
Lowest. month . · · · · · · · · Y13, 500 Y 7, 776 - -

Holdin gs: 
Peak mon t h. · · · · · · · · · h/1911, 338 5/206, 436 1952 .2/ 210, 658 
Lowes t month. · · · · Y122 , 669 Yll0 , 328 - -

y July . 3./ August. 3/ June . Y Janu ary. 5/ December . Y May. 



PER CAPITA CONSUMPTION 

'I'b. per oapita conauaption ot fish and shelll1ah in the UD1ted state. aounted to 10.0 
pounds (edible weight bu1a) in 1955, a decrease ot .7 pouDd8 eOllPued nth the previoU8 
1'8u. Oonn.ption ot freeh and frosen tl8b and sbell.t1ah totaled 5.8 p<7UDd8 ccapared vi tb 
1954 whUe that ot canned tl8hery product. UIOUDted to 3".6 •• dovn .6 pounds. OoDeUIIP ti on 
of cured produot. 18 .still&ted ~ have been .6 pounda, the •• e .. in tJa,e previou 7ear. 

ANNUAL pm CAPITA CONSUMPTION OF FISH AND SHEU-FISH (ElJIBLE ,,'EIGH T) 

Item 1955 Y 1954 Y 1953 

Pounds Pounds Pounds 
Fresh and Frozen Fish. · · 5.8 5.9 5.9 
Canned Fish. . . · · . · 3.6 4.2 4. 2 
Cured Fish • · · . . · .6 .6 .6 

Total • . · · · . · 10.0 10.7 10 .7 

kl Preliminary . Note : --Data for pr evious years have been r evised because of revised catch 
gur es additional informati on on s tocks of canned f ish and r evised o ulation estima tes . p p 

VAL UE OF INDUSTRY AND CAPITAL INVESTMENTS 

VALUE OF MANUFACl'URED FISHERY PRODUCTS AT PROCESSOR'S LEVEL, 1953 

It. 

Canned product.. • • • • • ••• 
Packaged shellfish • • • • • • • • • 
BrProducta • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Packaged tl8h. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
cured tish • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Total tlah ••• • •••••••• 

Value 

&306,874,000 
115,994,ooo 
74,372,000 
52,163,000 
36,592,000 

ES TIEa.TED VALUE OF FISHERY PRODlIC TS AT VARIOUS LEVELS , 1955 f..' lySL 

Level 1955 19SL Y Record lalue 

Value Value Year Value 

21 

Producer (fishermen ) . . · ~325 , 000, 000 ~360 , 000 , 000 19Jj(l" ~j67-;-O;OOO 
Processor . · · . · 5L8, 000, 000 610, 000, 000 19L8 6P , 7{.2,OOO 
vTholesaler. . · · . 775 , 000,000 858, 000 , 000 19L8 69 , • .r 1 , (X){) 

Retailer. . . · · . · 1 , 010,000, 000 1,120, 000,000 1,L8 1,12S , "'<; 

Note : Incl udes ~port excess of f1s her y products at processor, wholesaler, an~ reta11er levpls 
for whi ch no values are given at the producer level . 

1/ Revis ed . 
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li'S TIVA'B OF CAPI TfcL IWT"~TMF1\T T 1' r COHMERCIAL FIs r.rrRFS , 1955 

Item 

Producer s: 
Fi shing cr aft . • • • • • • 
ets and other eear .•.. 

?ree zin ~ and processing plants. 
vlholesale fish house 1/ • •.• 
Retai l fish deal er s, chain stor es, etc. 

. .. 
y. 

1/ Capi tal investment devo ted to fish trade . 
-~- Recor d. 

Accrued Value 

-~-~360, 722,000 
* 67, L82, 000 
-;~ 215, 7 L9 , 000 
* 193 , L76, 000 
-r,- 93 , 257, 000 

"rote :--It is es timated that the 1955 r eplacement value of fi shing craf t, r;ear , and whol e
sale and pro cessing pl ant s woul d be ~,'958 , 000 , 000 . 

ESTIHAT'" OF CAPITAL V~UATIO OF FISHING I NDUS'IRIES , 1955 

Under accepted principles of evaluation among businessmen the commercial fi s hery 
resources of the United states i n 1955 had t he followin g values: 

To fishermen and boat owners • 
TO manufacturers and processors •• 
To wholes alers of fisher y products 
To r etai l ers of fi shery products 

Total. . • . . . . . . . . 

~, 093 ,.750, 000 
1,369, 875 , 000 
1, 06L,900, 000 
2, 019 , 550, 000 

$10, 5u8, 075, ooo 

Note: --If the Nat i on had no "fishery r esources, thes e amounts would have to be i nvested at u% to 
maintain the 19S5 earnin gs of the f i shery indus tries . 

A VrnAGE TURllOVlP OF CAPI TAL TNVl"S I'M'Cfl T I N THE FI S !-[I NG I !"DUS TRY, 1955 

Group 

Fishermen . • • • • . • • • • • • 
Whol es alers and manufacturers 1/ • 
Retailers 1/ • • • • • • • • -

1/ Por tion of capital devoted to fish tr ade . 

Number of times capital 
inves tment is turned 

over annually 

1.0 
L. L 

15.0 
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PRICE INDEXES 

WHOLESALE AVERAGJ<.: PRICES AND I ND;': XES FOR EDIBLE FI SH A~m SHELLFISH 
DECEMBER 1955 WITH COHPARISONS 

Group, sub group, and 
Item Specification 

All Fish and Shellfish (Fresh, }rozen, 
and Canned) . •• •• ••• 
Fresh and Frozen Fisher y Pr oducts: 

Drawn, Dressed, or i{hol e Finfi sh: 
Haddo ck, 1 ge ., offshor e , drawn, 
fresh . • • • • • 

Halibut, Wes t., 20/80 lbs., drsd., 
fr esh or frozen. ••• 

Salmon, kin g, 1 ge ., and med., 
drsd ., fresh or f rozen • 

Whitefish, L, Superior, drawn , 
f r esh . • • • •• • 

vlhi tefish, L. Erie pound or gill 
net, rnd. , fres h 

Lake t r out, domestic , No .1, 
drawn, fresh . •• • • 

Yellow pike , L. Hichigan and 
Huron, rnd., fresh •••.•. 

Pro cessed, }resh (Fish and Shell-
fish) : •••• • • • 
Fill ets , haddock, sml ., skins on, 

20-lb. tins . • • •• 
Shrimp, 1 ge . (26-30 count) , head-

l ess, fresh. .. •• • 
Oysters, shucked, standards 

Processed, Pr o zen (Fish and Shell
fish): ••• ••• • •• 
Fillets: Flounder (yellowtail ) , 

skinles s, l-lb . pkg. 
Haddock , sml . , skins on, 
l-lb. pkg. 

Ocean perch, skins on , 
l -lb . pk g. 

Shrimp, 1ge . (26 -30 count), 5-lb . 
pkg. ••• • 

Canned Fis her y Products: 
Salmon, pink, No.1 tall (16 oz . ), 

48 can/cs . •• •• 
TUna, I t . meat, chunk, NO . 1/2 
tun_2 (6-1/2 oz .), .48 cans/ cs • 

Sardines , Calif ., tom . pack, No.1 
oval (15 oz .), 48 cans/cs ••• 

Sardines , Maine, keyless oil, No . 
1/4 drawn (3 -1/4 oz.) , 100 cans/ 
cs . . .. . .. .. 

point of 
Pricing U . t Avg. Pri ces 1/ 

m ($) 

~ec. Nov . 
1955 1955 

Boston lb. .12 .12 

New York lb. . 28 . 27 

New York lb. . 59 . 60 

Chicago lb. . 53 .75 

New Yo rk lb. . 68 . 85 

Chicago lb . . 65 . 65 

New York l b . . 34 . 44 

Boston lb. .39 . 36 

New York l b. .72 . 64 
Norfolk gal. 5. 50 5. 50 

Boston lb. .40 .40 

Boston lb. .29 .29 

Boston lb. . 28 . 27 

Chi cago lb. .76.71 

Seattl e case 21 . 70 21.70 

Los Angeles case 11. 80 12. 60 

Los Angel es case 7. 00 7.38 

New York case 8.70 8. 20 

Indexes 
(1947 -U9 =100) 

Dec . Nov. Oct . Dec. 
1955 1955 1955 1954 

112. 6 112. 0 107.~ 100 .5 
121.0 118. 5 110 .1 102. 9 
117. 0 119.3 115 . 6 107 .4 

124 .3 ~25 .7 106 . 3 97.3 

85 .1 84.6 99.3 87.7 

133 .1 133 .7 135 .1 129 . 2 

131.4 185 . 9 161.1 109 .1 

136. 5 171. 9 161.7 114. 2 

132 . 2 132.2 116 . 8 129 .1 

102.0 102 . 0 75.1 90 .3 

124 .1 117.1 108 . 9 101.3 

132. 7 122 . 5 102 .1 91.9 

113 .4 100 . 5 87.1 84.2 
136 . 1 136 .1 136 .1 123 .7 

113 . 7 109 .7 93 . 3 89.2 

104 .7 104 . 7 102.1 98 . 2 

89 . 5 89 .5 84 .7 90.2 

112. 8 108 . 8 106 .7 111.8 

116.5 110. 0 83 .3 72.5 
100.5 102 . 6 103 .4 96.8 

114. 8 114. 8 114. 8 104.4 

85 .1 90 . 8 92.3 93 .0 

81. 7 86 .1 88 .1 2/ 

92.6 87 . 3 87.3 71.3 

1/ Repres ent average pri ces f or one day (l1onday or Tuesda;y) during t he week in which the 15th 
of the month occurs. These prices are publi shed as indicators of movement and not neces
sarily absolute level. Daily Market News Service "Fishery Products Reports" should be 
referred to for actual prices . 

3/ Not available . 
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I ~P O R T S AND EX POr. TS 
IMPORTANT FISHERY DtPORTS, 1955 and 195u y 

I t em 1955 

Thousand Thousand Thousand 
pounds dollars po\D'lds 

Edibl e fishery products: --- - --

Fr esh or frozen: 
Vlhitefish (ex. fillets) 10 , 161 3, /12 1 10,386 
:!alibut ( ex . fillets ) 15, 988 3, 187 16,5ul 
Salmon (ex . fillets) · · 16, 9u5 5 , u88 32,902 
Sea herring · · 6,302 152 29 , 312 
Smelt . . · · · 6,176 1,230 4,h57 
Swordfish (ex. fi l lets ) · 6,742 2 , 000 7,492 
Tuna . . · · · · · lu5,2u6 1') , 077 123 , 70u 
Gr oundfish fillets · · · 128,311 2u,767 137 , 5u8 
Other fillets and steaks · 55,214 17,627 47 , 911 
Lohster and spiny lobster 44,441 30,103 42 , 228 
Shrimp and pr :l.wn · · · · -4:,5, 8q6 20 ,757 ul,519 

Cannerl: 
S'1J/f,? 

Anchovies , in oil · · 5 , 753 2,695 5,717 
Sal'llon . · · · 13, 029 4, 555 11,371 
Sardines , in oil • · · · · 20 ,931 7,501 22,294 
sardines and herring, 

not in oil · · 9,876 2,365 22 , 957 
Tuna, in oil • · · 518 355 1,111 
Bonito and yellowtail, 

in oil · · · · · 11,725 2,822 12, Qq6 
T\D'la, in brine · · · · · 34, 745 13,846 30,478 
Crab meat · · · · 4,951 4,718 2,867 
Lobs ter and spiny lobster · 3,70 3 5,073 2,611 

Pickled or salted: 
Cod, haddock, hake, 

pollock and cusk . · 50 ,626 7,792 47,791 
He rring · · 32,38Q 3,642 28,985 

Nonedible fishery products: 

Scrap and !Ileal . · · · · · 196, 006 12,956 292 , 000 

1/ Preli~inary data. 

IMPORTS OF FISHERY PROT)UCTS, 1T ARIOUS YEARS 

Year Edi ble Product s No~~~ble 
Producta 

Thousand Thousand Thousand 
pounds dollars dol l ars 

1935 · · · · · · 324, 732 27, 535 8, 697 
1940 · · 302 , 518 29,073 12,757 
1945 • · . . · · · 404,768 76,u34 24,820 
1950 · · · · · · · 639,725 158,414 39, 882 
1951 · · · · . · 464, 668 158,363 54,094 
1952 · · · · . 705 ,118 183,121 57,308 
1953 • · · . · · 726,195 195, 869 49,611 
1954 · · . . · · · 803 , 389 203,645 48,687 

195u 

Thousand 
dollar s 

3, 4u2 
4 , 137 
7, u02 

563 
988 

2 , 439 
21,059 
27 , 088 
15, 539 
26 , f::IJo 
18, 551 

2,296 
3, 723 
7,821 

3,976 
408 

3, 663 
13 , u73 

2, 916 
3,537 

7, 309 
3,132 

18, 082 

Total 

Thousand 
dollars 
36,232 
ul,830 

101,254 
198,296 
212,457 
240,429 
245 ,480 
252,332 



. ORF. IJ.lPOR T . T ITS .Y TS , 1955 . 195L 

Item 1955 191)L 

Thousand ousand Thous d ousand 
Pounds nollars Pounds nailers 

canned: 
Salmon. · · · · · · · . . . 10, 096 6, 217 7, 227 ) , 715 
Macker el. · · . . 1, 681 262 1, ue8 267 
Sardines: 

In oil. · · · · · . . . . 571 17u 816 217 
. ot in oil. · · · . . 41 , 215 7, 090 16, uUl 2, 8 

Fish oil , inedible . . . . 137, 615 ll , )5) luO, 78) 10, 927 

fXPon TS OF FISWRY PROm!!; , VARlOT'S Y".:Ap.s 

Year Edible Products Honed1ble 1')t&l. 
Product. 

Thousand l'housand Thousa rx:! Thousand 
Pounds Dollars Dollars 10111l.rs 

1935 . · · · · · 119, 687 12 , 875 1, IB9 lL , 37u 
19uO . · · · · · · 11J1J, 80u 17 , ll5 670 17 , 785 
19!6. · · · · · · 135, 979 30, 855 7, t65 Jt , cao 
1950. · · · · · . 121, 623 18, 8S6 8, 618 27 , 170 
1951. · · · · · · 165 , 62L 27 , 072 8, 61)9 3~ , 731 
1952 . · . · · · · 62 ,056 I t; , 511 6, 136 21 , 9l7 
1953. · · · · · 69 ,308 17 , 08L 10, 79L ,7 ~7 
195L . · · · · 62 , 72L 16, 238 15, 269 31 , <)27 

CUSTOM DUTIES 

IMPORTS: VO. Llffi , TJUTFS COLLF'CTSD, AND AD VALORE1-1 FQ"I'JAL~~lT, 1936-19~L 

Year 

1936 
1937 
1938 
1939 
19Lo 
19U1 
19L2 
1943 
19 IJIJ 
19L5 
19L6 
19L7 
19L8 
19L9 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
19SL 

Fis ery 
Imports 

!)ollars 

:tf Ll , 872 , S60 
50, 635, 515 
39, 307 , 089 
L5, 998, 811 
Ul, 830,3L2 
LO , 981,039 
39, S67 , 780 
67,183 , 389 
78, L17, 886 

101,253 , 8L2 
129, 712, 820 
109 , 975,015 
156, 6L7 , 62L 
151,6 , 665 
198 , 29 2t;2 
2l2 , L57 , h22 
2Lo, l28, 817 
2LL , 820, 81 
2L~ , 332 , 000 

Value 

A 

!)ollars 

t 2,L23, 977 , OOO 
3, 009 , 852, 000 
1, 949 , 62L , 000 
2, 276, 099 , 000 
2, 5Lo, 656, 000 
3, 221, 9<)L , 0 
2, 769 , 285 , 0 
3, 389 , 951 , 000 
3, 77 , 89 t; , 000 
L, 086 , 017 , 000 
it , 82L, 902 , 0 
5,666 ,321 000 
7, 092 , 032 , 000 
6 591 6LO ,000 
8, 7L3 , 082 , 000 

10, 17 ,3 , 000 
10, 7L7 , 7,000 
10, 777 , L26, 0 
10, 23 , 179, 000 

Doll<lr s 

.. o, 51tL , 971 
8, 253 , 677 
5, 7oo , S3L 
6, 015 , 319 
L, 772 , L28 
) , 888 ,315 
2, 71J , 603 
3, 522 , 862 
L, 385, 83L 
6,979 ,36L 
8, OL7 , 000 
6, Q9S,000 
8, b9L , OOO 

, S60, ooo 
12 , Lo(; , OOO 
10, 3L6, 000 
II 982,000 
1 , 02 , 0 7 
1 , 09 , 50 7 

~ . C' 

6.9 
5. 
C.6 

. J 
L. .. 

., 

1S .9 
1 . 2 
1 . 
1J. . C 
1 . 7 
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FREE AND !)UTIABLE IMPORTS OF EDI BLE FISHERY PRODUCTS , 1954 BY T:.RIFF STATUS 

(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollars) 

Item Quantity 
Per cent Foreign 
of Total Value 

Du tiable at r ates r edu ced by 
trade agreement. . · 414,899 52 100, 530 

Duty bound at full rate . 111,944 14 22 , 085 
Dutiable but not subject to 

trade asreement concession · 11,772 1 6, 327 
Free of duty , not bound 

a t;ains t incr ease • . . · 180, 977 23 42 ,326 
Free of duty , bound against 
increase • . . . . · 83 , 797 10 32 ,377 

Total , free and 
dutiabl e . . . . · 803 ,389 100 203 , 645 

lP>lITr.;r} STATES IHPOR'IS OF -:1JIBLF FISJ-f1':P~ PRODl'Crs T!::rTFRT\lG U'r:JFR SPECEIC 
AD 1; .'.L0P.l'}~ , Arm FRE:": OF DUTY TARIFF STAruS, 1954 

(Thousands of pounds and thousands of dollars ) 

Item Quantity Percent Foreign 
of Total Jalue 

Imports at specific rates 
of duty . . . 358 , 496 48 83, 010 

Imports a t ad valorem rates 150,119 19 45 , 932 
Imports free of duty • . . 264,774 33 7L,703 

Total edible fishery 
products . . 803 , 389 100 203 , 6L5 

U. S . CFSTOl-'S RFC""IPTS FROJ.; HfPOP.TS OF AQ1JATIC P;WDUCTS 
BY C01·HOD!TY D"SCRIPTIO';S FOn FIS C'\L YE.~.R 195L 

ColTUTlodi ty Des cription 

Groundfish fillets ••• 
Canned tuna , in brine • 
Canned s ardines , in oil • 
Buttons - pearl or shell. 
Canned crab meat . •••• 
Canned salmon • • • • • • 
Canned bonito and yellowtail , in oil . 
Canned tuna , in oil • • • 
Pearls. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Canned anchovies, in oil . • • 
Fresh-water f ish, fresh or f rozen whole, dressed 
or fi llets ••••••••• ••••••••• 

Canned sardines, not in oil • • • • • • • • . • • 
Reptilian and shark leather - upper, for shoes. 
Reptile leather - billfolds, purses • 
Agar - agar •• 
Other ••• 

Total. 

Important Free Items: 
Frozen tuna 
Shrimp 
Fish Meal 
Lobs ters 

Value 

S2, L30, 24L. 65 
1, 931 , 382 . 25 
1,393 , 665 . 53 

957 , 210. 7L 
911, 678 . 09 
722 , 870.70 
551, 825 .32 
411, 281.10 
399 ,159 .60 
390,356. 85 

257,4,)L.14 
231,191.26 
213 ,326 . 40 
189 , 808 .31 
161,678. 00 

3, L65, 460 .96 

~L , 618 , 593 . 90 

Percent 
of Total 

49 
11 

3 

21 

16 

100 

Percent 
of Total 

41 
22 
37 

100 



UiTI'IT.D S']'4T"',s GUSTOHS HEC~P 'rs F~OJi AOU .TIC PROD"CTS FOR CALEND.\R YEAR 1954 

Tariff Paragr aph 

5 
34 
41 
52 
60 
66 

717 

718 

719 
720 

721 

1509 
1519 
1528 
1530 
1531 
1537 
1540 
1545 
1558 

Item 

Chemical compounds , elements , and salts . 
Dr-ugs . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Agar - a [ ar , glue , isingl ass • • • • • • • 
Animal and fish f ats , greas es and oils, n . s . D. f . 
Per fume materials - ambergris . • • • •• -
Colors , paints - pearl essence • • • • • • • 
Fish, f r es h or f rozen, whole or beheaded or 
evis cera ted or both, and bone , divided into 
por tions, f i lleted, etc ., including cod, cusk, 
haddock , hake , pollock, ocean per ch , shad , 
sturgeon , and other f r es h-water fi sh. • • • • 

Fi sh, prepared or pres erved in any manner , if 
packed in oi l or in oil and other substance ; 
anchovies, pol l ock, sardines, tuna , herring, 
etc . • ••••••••••••••••• 

Fish , pickled or salted • ••••••••• 
Fish, kipper ed or smoked (except such type fish 
in cans) ••••••••••••.••••. 

Crab meat, f r es h, f r ozen and canned ; canned 
clams and clam juice; fish paste and s au ce ; 
caviar and other f ish roe; canned oysters 

Buttons - pearl or shell • . • 
Dressed furs, sealskins ••. • 
Pearls • • • • • • • • • • • • 
Aquati c hides, skins, leather. 
Reptile leather, n . s . p . f. 
Hanufacture of s eagrass , whalebone . 
Eelgrass, mos s, seagrass , and s eaweeds • 
Sponges •• 
Frp t:; legs . 

To tal 

Value 

~14 , 405 
132, 081 
240,105 
125, 676 

915 
33 , 304 

4, 555 ,922 

5, 663, 985 
435 , 347 

162 , 387 

961, 905 
952 , 080 

1, 533 
458 , 577 
239 , 03 2 
207 ,115 

79 
23 , 420 
90,195 

106, 534 

~14 , 404 , 59 7 

27 
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J<:STIHATED TOTAL I NTERNATTO lAL 'IRADE 
PI :'I S'fHPY P?ODU CTS OF 110 COUNTRIES , ANNUAL AVERAGE, 1950-1953 

Quantity 

Comnodi ty Gr oups Value Es tim.?ted Live 
Inter national 

lle t Pr oduct Trade a s 
\Oiei ght i'!ei ,§:ht i'ercenta [.e of Fquivalent 

Production 11 

Yillion U. S. ~ killion ~ f\i l lion 
Dollars Pounds Pounds Percentage 

Fish, f r esh , chilled , or frozen . · 163 1 2 10 
Fi sh, dried , sal ted, or smoked · 157 2 4 45 
Crus taceans and mollusks, fr esh, 
f r ozen, dried- sal ted, etc. · · 68 (2) 1 20 

Fish in air tight contai ners . · · 149 1 2 60 
"rus taceans and mollusks in air -
tight container s . · · · 20 (2) (2) 60 

Fish , crus tace'ln , and mollusk 
prepara tions. . · · · · · · · · 2 (2) (2 ) 30 

aqua ti c animal oils and fa t s, 
crude or refined . · · 1)11 1 - 60 

Aquatic animal oils , fats , waxes, 
etc . , processed · · · . · 26 (2 ) - -

Fish meals , fertiliz ers, e tc . · 38 ~ 3 30 
l·~scellaneous edible aquati c 

animal products · · · · · · · 4 (2) - -
l·:i s cellaneous i nedibl e aqua t ic 

animal produc ts · · · · · 24 (2) - -
l'is cellaneous aquatic plant 

products . . . . · · · · · · · 5 (2 ) - -
Total all commodity bI'oups . · 797 6 12 ~/(25) 

- -11 The percentages for the individual commodity groups have been calculated on a net prodUct 
weight basis. The percentage for "All commodity groups" has been computed from the liv~weight 

equi valent of th e quanti t i es traded (exports) compared with th e live-weigh t equi vala'lt of the 
catch. y Less than 500.000 pounds. 
Note :--The above international trade figures for the 12 principal fishery commodity groups are 
estimated t o represent 90-95 percent of world trade in fishery products. For the 1950~195J 
period. the average annual cat ch of the 110 countries is estimated at 20 mi~ion tons (26 - 28 
millions if the U. S. S. R., China. and other non-reporting countries are included). 
Source: Yearbook of Fishery Statistics. Volume IV, Part 2; Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations. 

Year 

1950 
19<)1 
1952 
1953 
19<)4 
19<;5 

MILITARY PU RCHASES 

PURCHAS ES OF FRSSH AND FROZEN FISHERY PRODUCTS 
BY nSPAfTHENT OF THE ARMY. 1950 ro 1955 

Poun~ 

17,883. 546 
31. 84) ,701 
32 . 275, 567 
26 . 769 . 073 
25, 290, 351 
24, 989 ,134 

Value 

$,7,399 ,162 
13 , 771, 350 
15, 049 , 599 
11, 857. 012 
10, 394, 794 
10. 928 , 548 

'lote: --?lirchases b~' the Depar tmen t of the Army were for the military feedi ng of the United 
Sta t es A.rmy, \ja\'y, arine Corps, and Air Force . In addition to the purr.hases indica ted , the 
~ed Forces nerally make some l ocal pur chases for which data are not available . Purcha~es 
in foreipn countries for United States Armed Forces a re not included in the above data . 
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SUPPLIES OF CERTAIN FISHERY PRODUCTS 

'lbe tables in tb1.s section contain inf'orsation on the domestic catch and iIIports and, in 
cases where they are significant, expor~ of the .ore important fishing product.. stocka have 
not been considered in figuring the total supply -- 80 8Upply cannot be considered synonyJlOua 
vi th cOJl8\IIPtion. 

In the chart and tables showing the source of supply, exports have been ami tted. 'lbe 
chart, entitled "United states Supply of Edible Fishery Products, 1946-1955, and EstiJllated 
Requir_ents, 1956-1975" vu prepared by aa8Uld.ng that the pattern of supply tor 1953 through 
1955 could be projected Ulrough 1975, allowing tor population increases. '!be population in 
1955 was estimated to be 165, 248,000 and 217,900,000 in 1975. 'lbe 1975 population, estiaate of 
217,900,000 is an average ot several .at1aates aad. by the Bureau of the Census in "Population 
Eet1aatea, Series p-25, No. 123." 

BILL ION 
POUNDS 

5 

2 

~ 
Un ited States Supply of/ Fishery Products, 1946-1955, 

and Es timated Requirements, 1956-1975 

(ROUND WEI GHT BAS IS) 

--
--' -' -' " , --

--------
,,----

------
, - ' 

------

--------
----
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SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF FISJ~Y PRODUCTS - 1946-1954 

(Round Wei ght Basis) 

Year Domestic Catch Imports Tot al 

Million Million Million 
Pounds Percent Pounds Per cent Pounds Percent 

1946. · · · · · · . 4,456 83.4 886 16. 6 5,342 100.0 
1947 •• · · · . · · 4,337 85 . 2 752 14.8 5, 089 100.0 
1948. · . · · . · 4,499 78.4 1,237 21.6 5, 736 100.0 
1949. · . . . · · · 4,789 78.1 1,342 21.9 6,131 100.0 
1950 •• · · · . · · 4, 885 73.4 1,766 26 .6 6, 651 100 . 0 
1951. · . . · . · · 4,414 64 .3 2,448 35 .7 6,862 100.0 
1952 . · . · . · · . 4,418 57. 0 3, 334 43 . 0 7,752 100 .0 
1953. · . · · · · 4,iJ68 62 . 9 2,6iJO 37.1 7,108 100.0 
195iJ. • · · · · · · 4, 6iJ5 61. 2 2,9 iJ5 38. 8 7,590 100 . 0 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF EDIBLE FISHERY PRODUCTS , 1946-195iJ 

(Round Weight Basis) 

Year Domestic catch Imports 'Ibtal 

Million 11illion Million 
Pounds Percent Pounds Percent Pounds Percent 

1946. · · · · · · · 3,046 79 .3 797 20. 7 3,843 100.0 
1947. · · · · · · · 3,OiJO 82 .0 667 18.0 3,707 100.0 
19iJ8. · · · · · · · 3,175 79 .4 826 20.6 4, 001 100.0 
1949 . · · · · · · · 3,349 80 .3 820 19.7 4,169 100.0 
1950. · · · · · · · 3,371 7iJ.9 1,128 25 .1 4, 499 100.0 
1951. · · · · · · · 3,102 72.7 1,163 27 .3 4,265 100 .0 
1952 . · · · · · · 2,867 68.8 1,299 31.2 4,166 100 .0 
1953. · · · · · · · 2, 615 66 .4 1,325 33 . 6 3,940 100.0 
1954. · · · · · · · 2,711 6iJ.6 1,485 35.4 4,196 100.0 

SOURCE OF SUPPLY OF NON-EDIBLE FISHERY PRODUCTS, 1946-1954 

(Round Weight Basis) 

Year Domestic catch Imports TOtal 

Million Million Million 
Pounds Percent Pounds Percent Pounds Percent 

1946. · . · . . · · 1,410 9iJ.1 89 5.9 1,499 100.0 
1947. · · · · . . · 1,297 93.8 86 6.2 1,383 100.0 
1948. · . · · . · · 1,324 76.3 4ll 23.7 1,735 100.0 
1949. · . · . · . . 1, i!40 73.4 522 26.6 1,962 100.0 
1950. · . · · . · . 1,51iJ 70.3 639 29.7 2,153 100.0 
1951. · · · . . · · 1,312 50.5 1,285 49.5 2,597 100.0 
1952 •• · · . . · . 1,551 43 .3 2,035 56. 7 3,586 100.0 
1953 •• · . · · . . 1,853 58.5 1,315 41.5 3,168 100.0 
195iJ. · . · . . · . 1,934 57.0 1,460 43.0 3,394 100.0 



SUPPLY OF GROmmFIS H (INCLUDING OCEAN PERC!!) FILLETS, VARI OUS YEARS 

(In thousands of pounds) 

Year 

1939. · . · . · · · · 1948. · . · . · . · · 1949 •• · · · · . · · 1950. · . · · . · · . 1951. • · · · · . · 1952. · . · . · . · 1953. · . · · . . · 1954 •• · · . · . · 1955 Y . · . · · . 
!! Preliminary . 
* Re cord. 

Year 

1939 •• · · . · · · 

· · · · · 

· 1948. · . · · · · · . 1949. · . · · · . . · 1950. · · . . · · . · 1951. · · . · . · · · 1952. · . · · · · · · 1953 •• · · · . · · · 1954 •• · · . · . . · 1955 . · · · . · . · · 
y Data not available. 

U. S. Producti on Imports 

Thousand Percenta ge Thousand 
Pounds of Total Pounds 

Quanti ty Percent Quantity 

99, 456 91 9,426 
137,758 72 53 , 964 
140,078 75 47,3 22 
136, $72 68 64, 800 

*148, 786 63 87,6~0 
132, 642 55 107,400 
112, 280 56 89, 706 
122 ,385 47 *137, 548 
110, 000 46 128 ,300 

SUPPLY OF FILLETS OTHER THAN 
GR OUNDFISH AJ.TD OCEAN PF.RCR, VARIOUS YEA .. R.S 

(In thousands of pounds) 

Percenta ge 
of To t al 

Percent 

9 
28 
25 
32 
37 
45 
44 
53 
54 

U. S. Production Imports 

Thousand percent-age 'lnous and Percent-a ge 
Pounds of Total Pounds of Total 

Quantity Percent Quanti ty Percent 

26, 848 81. 2 6, 223 18.8 
51,742 79.7 13,204 20.3 
54,137 74. 5 18,497 2) .5 
55,859 64.0 31, 445 36 .0 
56,709 55 .5 45,528 4~5 
58,535 52.5 52,873 47.5 
1~8,132 48.4 51,344 51.6 
49,320 50.7 47, 911 49.3 
(1) (1) 55 ,118 (1 ) 

SUPPLY OF CAl'JNED SAUlON , VARIOUS YEARS 

(In thousands of pounds) 

31 

Total 

Tho'lRand 
Pounds 

Quantity 
108 , 882 
191 ,722 
187 ,400 
201, 372 
236 , 426 
240,042 
201,986 

{',259 , 933 
238 ,300 

Total 

Thousand 
Pounds 

Quantity 

33, 071 
64 , 946 
72, 634 
87 ,304 

102, 237 
111,408 
99,476 
97,231 

(1) 

Year Uni ted States Imports Exports To t al Supply 
Pack 

Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity 

1939. · . · . · · . · · 287,621 928 4,407 284,142 
1949. · · . . . . . . · 265,196 917 12,831 253,282 
1950. · . · . · · · . · 206,871 419 1,680 205 , 610 
1951. • · . . · . · · . 222,987 568 2,060 221,495 
1952 . · . · · . . · . . 214,289 9 ~544 1,427 222,406 
1953 . · · . . · · . · . 187,769 12,165 2,277 197 , 657 
1954. · · . · . · · . · 199,831 11,371 7, 227 203 , 975 
1955 !! . · . . · · · . 157,882 13,029 10,096 160, 815 

Y Preliminary. 
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SUPPLY OF CANNED TUNA AND TUNALIXE FISHES, VARIOUS YEARS 

(In thousands of pounds) 

Year U. S. P;;.ck from U. S. Pack from Imported Canned Total 
nomes ti c Catch Imported Fish Supply 

l"Juanti ty Percent Quantity Percent Quantity Percent Quantity 
1939. · . · 1940 . · · 19119 • · · · 1950 ~ · · · . 1951. · · · 1952 . · · 1953 . · · · · · 195L. · · · 1955 11 • · · · 
Y Preliminary . 
-;} Record. 

84 , L6S 36 .6 
98 , 979 92 .3 

136,769 88 .6 
-:fl SL , 761" 70 . L, 
129 , 388 71 . 6 
14h , L16 66 . 7 
141-, 70;, 60 . 7 
H2 , 3LO 5h. 4 
lOe,240 45 .0 

2, 966 3 .0 10, 126 10. 4 
1, 544 1.4 6, 708 6.3 
4, 932 3 . 2 12 , 638 8. 2 

20, 030 9 .1 Lh , 926 20 . 5 
27 , 938 15 .5 23 , L08 12 .9 
35 , 000 16. 2 37 , 132 17 . 1 
4-! , 000 20 .1 44 , 83L 19 . 2 
72 ,11L 27 . 6 L6, 960 18. 0 

tl84,76O 35.3 lfL7 , 288 19 . 7 

IMPOR'IS A \1'1 UN11'Fi STA T-:5 C .~ TeP nF TlPJA ;::DTIi L:u.IK~ HS J-r-S , 'I '~IU 0':3 YF.A_qS 

(In thousands of pounds ) 

97 , 557 
107 , 231 
151, , 339 
219 , 720 
180,734 
216, 548 
233 , 538 

*261 , LlL 
2LO, 288 

Imports of Imports of Impor ts of Uni ted S ta tes Year Fresh and Canned in ea.."U1ed in 
Frozen 

Quanti ty 
1939 . · · · · · · 14, 595 
1940. · · · · · 9,l l2 
19L19 . · · · · 20, 606 
1950 . · · · · 56, 712 
1951. · · · · 62 , 085 
1952 . · · · · · 69 , 003 
1953 . · · · · · · 95, 119 
19 t;4 21 • · · 123 , 701-1 
1955 "'ll • · · · *lLI5 , 2L6 

11 !\jot available , but known to be insi vnUicant . 
~I Preliminary . 
'" Record. 

Oil Brine cat ch 

Cuantity Quantity Quantity 
10, 126 (1 ) 182, 165 
8, 596 (1) 328, 872 

12, 559 79 335, 680 
*h4, 5L5 381 *392 , 373 
1 1~ , 056 9, 352 319, 748 
19, 000 19 , 022 324, 911, 
l L, 95L, 29 , 180 306, 092 
l L, 107 32 , 853 325, 000 
12, 543 *3L , 7L'5 265 , 000 

'o te:--lmports of canned tuna in brine may include small quant ities of other products as this 
item is not sep'l.!'ately r eported in jmpor t sta tistics . 

SUPPLY OF CP.. ~~D SA..:qDP1~ , VA Jt.T CUS YEARS 

(In thousands of pounds) 
U. S. Pr oduction Imports Exports 

Year 
Maine Pacific In Oi l Not in Oil In Oi l 

Quanti ty Quantity Quantity Quantity Quantity 
1939 •• . . · . 55, 262 149 , 188 31,657 9,877 (1 ) 
1949. · . · .. 62 , 413 169,569 16,207 6, 816 (1) 
1950 ••• · .. 78,037 228 ,186 22 , 573 9,912 (1) 
1951. · . · . . 34,038 128,924 19, 324 9, 965 (1) 
1952. · . . · . 71 , 677 4, 803 20, 887 10, 09 5 3,250 
1953 . · . · . . 56, L85 2, 862 23 , 094 34, 271 773 
1954 •• . . · . 59, 579 59 , 969 22 , 294 2<' , 957 816 
1955 3/ .. · . 25,762 63 , 657 20, 931 9, 876 571 

11 Data on canned in oil has been combined with canned not in oil. 
"'ll Preliminary. 

Not in Oil 

Quantity 

1/52 , 813 
17106, 841-
I / 102,321 
! /126,661 

36,620 
9,184 

16, hLl 
Lh , 215 

Total 
Supply 

Quantity 
193,171 
148,164 
236,387 
65,590 
67,592 

106,755 
147,542 

75,440 



1939 . · · 1940. · 1950. · · 1951 . · · 1952 . · · 1953 . · · 1954. · · 1955 . · · 

SUPPLY OF FRESH A~ID FROZEH SPI ny LOBSITPuS, VA.RIOUS YEARS 

(In thousands of pounds) 
urn t.ed States Imports 

Year Catch 

Quanti ty 1/ quantity 2/ 

· · · · 1, 649 3, 491 
· · · · · 1, 560 3, 696 
· · · · · 2, 493 12, 927 
· · · · · ;,3 , 922 14,758 
· · · · 2, 419 15, 813 

· · · · <' , 7115 19, 9112 
· · · · (3) 19, 760 

· · · (3) -:,21,479 
-

33 

Tot al 
Supply 

5,140 
5, 256 

15, J-l20 
18, 680 
18, 232 
22 , 6fl 7 

(3 ) 
(3 ) 

1/ Round wei ght . 
~/ Imported weight, consisting lar gel y of tails. 
~/ Not available . 

-" Record . 

Year 

1939 •• · . · . 
1940 . · · · · · 1950. · · · · 1951. · · · · · 1952. · · · · 1953 ••• · . · 1954 1/ • · . · 1955 I / • · . · 
~/ Preliminary . 
;:- Record. 

Year 

1939 •• · . · · 1948. · . · · · 1949 •• · · · · 1950. · . · . . 
1951. • · . · · 1952 •• · · · . 1953. · . · · · 1954 1/ • · . . 
1955 Y · . · . 
Y Preliminary. 
* Record. 

S:JPPLY OF FRESl-l !,.rJii ?ROZ~j NORTH""'<:H~! L013STr;:RS , VAiUOUS YFAPS 

(In thousands of pounds] 

United States Catch Imports 

Maine Other Total Percent Quanti ty Percent. 
of Total of Total 

7, 571 4,414 11,985 51 11,546 49 
7, 643 4,119 11, 762 46 13 , 576 5L 

18, 352 4, 846 23 , 198 51 22 , OL6 49 
20,760 5, 186 25 , 9h6 52 ;:-23 , S58 L8 
20,036 4, 995 25, 031 52 23 ,197 48 
22 , 300 5, 815 28 ,115 55 22, 610 45 
21 , 677 5, 800 27,477 55 22, L68 45 
22 ,718 6, 000 -::-25 ,718 56 2<: , 962 L4 

SUPPLY OF SHRIHP, VAP.IOUS YE_~RS 

(Tn t hous ands of pounds ) -

Uni ted states Catch Imports 
Per centage Perccnta be Heads on Heads off of Total Heads off of Total 

Quantity Quantity Percent Quantity Percent 

150, 250 89 , 399 96 3, 984 4 
167 , 000 99 , 365 82 21, 563 18 
175, 000 10L,125 78 29,673 22 
191 , LI74 113,900 74 40,198 26 
224, 316 133 , 521 76 41, 824 24 
227, 221 135, 250 78 38, 471 22 
260, 357 15L,974 78 43,094 22 

-:,265 , 000 157, 738 79 41, 519 21 
250, 000 148, 809 73 il54,169 27 

Total 
Supply 

23 , 531 
25,338 
L,5 , 244 
49, 504 
48, 228 
50 , 725 
49 , 9L5 

-::-51, 6130 

Total 

Heads off 

Quantity 

?3 , 383 
120, 928 
133,798 
154, 098 
175, 345 
173,721 
198, 068 

;:-199 , 257 
*202,978 
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Year 

1939. · · · · · 1948. · · · · · 1949 . · · · · · 1950 . · · · · · 1951. · · · · · 1952. · · · · · 1953. · · · · 195b · · · · 1955 ~/ · · · · 
~ Pr eliminary. 
* Record. 

Year U. 

1939 
1949 
1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 

· · · · · · · · 

SUPPLY OF C~J ED CRAB !-fEAT, VPJlIOUS YEARS 

· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 

(In thousands of pounds) 

Uni ted States Imports Pack 

Quanti ty Quantity 
640 43 , 507 

~-4,306 1,337 
3,156 2, 307 
2, 675 4,070 
2,924 1,968 
1, 678 2,080 
2, 240 3,983 
2,973 2,867 
1, 951 4, 951 

SUPPLY OF FISH OILS, VAR I OUS YF.ARS 
(In thousands of gallons) 

Exports 

Quantity 

-
73 

113 
20 
47 
33 
20 
19 
16 

S. Production Imports Exports ~ 

Quantity Quantity Quantity 

35,752 11,612 303 
17,695 6,126 5,182 
21,764 9,701 10,183 
18, 072 1l,184 6,706 
16,094 10,986 5,888 
20,294 9,312 14,498 
22,144 6, 748 18,771 
24,781 (2) 18,348 

1/ Exports have been converted from pounds to gall ons by dividing by 7.5. 
"l./ Not available. 

SUPPLY OF FISH HEAL, VARI OUS YFARS 

Year U. S. Production Imports 

Tons Percent Tons Percent -- --
1939 226,102 78.6 61,401 21.4 
1949 237,180 82.0 52,183 18.0 
1950 239,954 79.0 63,855 21.0 
1951 209,756 62.0 128,478 38.0 
1952 221,403 52.1 203,539 47.9 
1953 238,851 64.5 131,473 35.5 
1954 256,915 63.8 145,777 36.2 
1955 1/ 264,297 72.9 98,003 27.1 

1/ Preliminary . 

Total Supply 

Quantity 
H,,147 
5, 570 
5,350 
6,725 
4, 845 
3,725 
6, 203 
5,821 
6,886 

Total 
Supply 

Quantity 

47,061 
18,639 
21,282 
22,550 
21,192 
15,108 
10,121 

(2) 

Total 

Tons --
287 ,503 
289,363 
303,809 
338,234 
424,942 
370,324 
402,692 
362,300 
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WORLD FISHERIES 

All the data in this section are in rouni weight, including the shell weight of molluaka, 
theretore, these data are not direct17 ccaparable with tabulations on the United states catch 
which do not include the shell weight of univalve and b1valn aolluu. . 

WORLD CATC!1 OF FISP, cnUSTACt;'.ANS, MOLLUSKS , P.TC . - BY COUNTRI"S , 1953 

(1i ve wei ght bas i s) 

Country Nillion Pounds 

Japan . · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 10,089 
China, Mainland. · · · · · · · 6 , 614 
u. S. S . R. · · · · · · · · · · 5 , 511 
Uni t ed States and Alaska · · · · · 5, 258 
Norway · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 3,319 
Uni ted Kin gdom · · · · · · · · 21 473 
Canada · · · · · · · · · · · · · 2 ,039 
Cermany, h'es ter n · · · · · · · · 1, 610 
Spain. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1,399 
Indonesia. · · · · · · · · · · · · 1,360 
France · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1,147 
Iceland. · · · · · · · · · · 936 
Portu gal. · · · · · · · · · 865 
Union of Sout h Africa. · · · · 779 
Netherlands. · · · · · · · · · · 757 
r enmark. · · · · · · · · · · · · 756 
Philipp ines. · · · · · · · · · · · · 688 
North Korea. · · · · · · · · · · 661 
South Wes t Afri ca . · · · · · 606 
An gola · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 490 
Italy. · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 471 
Sweden · · · · · · · · · · · · · 463 
Thailand · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 452 
other. · · · · · · · · · · 10, 936 

Total · · · · · · · · · · · 59 , 679 

Per cen t 

16 . 9 
11.1 

9 . 2 
8 . 8 
5 .6 
4. 2 
3 .11 
2 .7 
2 . 3 
2 . 3 
1. 9 
1.6 
1.4 
1.3 
1.3 
1. 3 
1. 2 
1.1 
1.0 

. 8 

. 8 

. 8 

.7 
18 . 3 

100 . 0 

Source: Yearbook of Fishery Statis t i cs, Volume I V, Part 1, Food and Agricultur e Or ganization 
of the United Nati ons. 

WORLD CATCH OF FI SH, CRUS TA CEP_'1S , H01LUSKS, ETC . - BY COH'IT :-.JE~TS , 1954 

( Li ve weight basis ) 

Continents Million Pounds Per cent 

Africa. . . · · · · · · · · · · · 3 , 461 5 . 6 
North America · · · · · · · · 8,179 13 . 1 
South America. · · · · · · · · 1,411 2 . 3 
Asia (excluding U. S . S. R. ) · · · 27, 293 43 . 7 
Europe (excludin g U. S. S . R.) · · 16, 292 26 . 1 
Oceania. . · · · · · · · · · · · · 265 . 4 
u. s. S. R. · · · · · · · · · · 5 ,511 8 . 8 

Total-. · · · · · · · · · · · · 62 ,412 100 . 0 

Source: Yearbook of Fishery Statist ics, 1952 - 53 (Voltmle I V, Part 1 ) 1951 Suppl ement; Food 
Agricul ture Organization of the United Nati ons. 

Note:--Data for individual countries for 1954 are no t avai l able . 

and 
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WORLT) ATC' 0F' FI H, r,m'STArr.'A' 5 , 10 LUSKS, F:TC . - BY !AJOR FISHI: G AR'1S , 1953 

Live we1phi b aa18 

Area Billion pounda 

arin€' Fisheries : 
6,rctic r egions . . 2.u 
'orthern Hemisph e temper'! tl' 20n 39 .0 
Tropical zone · . . 8. 
Southern l.!eTTli sphere temp"rA te zon 2.9 
~. n arctic rer,ions 1/ -

Total. · . 5) .1 

Fresh-water . ishcries: 
Afr ca . . . · . .5 
~erica, 'forth . . 2 
Ameri ca , South . . 2 
AsiA . . . . l.u 
lOWope . . · . . 2 
Oceania . 1/ 
" S . ~ . ? . 1:1 

:'oW . . 6.6 

Grand To a1. 59 .1 

1/ le,:1if-ible . Scu""""("1 : Y lrboo .... . !.shp;y .. ~ i ~ i"'I , ;01 . I , , P:Jrt I , . . A . O. 

"ST' ~':"'S, :'1 'SKS, .Te. - 9Y GR OF SF_ !1.S, 195) 

Species oups 

.'resh-wa ter fishes ..... . 
3 almons , trouts, smel ts, etc . 
Flounders, halibuts, soles , etc . 
Cods , hakes, haddocks, etc ••.• 
"errings , sardines, anchOvies , e c . 
1\J.nas , boni tos , mackerels, etc . . 
1·'is cellaneous marine teleos teans. 
Sharks , rays, etc . 
rn!s taceans 
'·ollusks .• 
Other ••• 

rotal. 

(!..ive ..,ei ght basis 

tl..l.l1 0 n POtull:UJ 

6, 6lL 
1, )23 
1,16 
8,818 

lL , 3)0 
),968 

12,125 
1, 102 
l ,16u 
5, 512 
2, u25 

59 , 1u5 

P rc n 

L.o 
65 .3 
lL .1 
0.9 
-

88 . 

.8 

. ) 

. u 
1.L 

. ) 

-
1.9 

11 .1 

l 00.C 

Source : Yearbook of r1.shery Statistics , 19c)2 -5) , Volume IV, Part 1, Food and Agriculture 
Oq:;a.'1ization of the 1'01 ted ,lations . 

ESTIMAlED USE OF THE WORLD FISH CATCH, 195) 
( Live weigtlt basis) 

Manner Us ed Million Pounda Percent 

/-'arketing fresh. · · · · · 20, 251 Lo.8 
Freezing · · · · · · · · · 2, 205 ).1 
CUring . · . · · . · · · 15, u32 25.9 
Canning . · · · . · · · · · · 4, u09 1.h 
Reduction . · · · · · · · · · 1/8 , BIB lL.B 
Kis cellaneous purposes · · . · · · - u, u09 1.0 

Total . · · · · · · · · · 59 , 524 100 .0 

Notel--It is estimated that an additional ),)01 m1110n pounds of oUal is ued tor reduction. 
The total listed in thl.a table is slightly les8 than that listed in other tabl .... the original 
data vere rounded to millon lIetrie tons in the source data. 

Source: Yearbook ot Fishery Statistics, VolUllle IV, Part 1, FOod am Agriculture Organization ot 
the United Nations. 



FLOW CHART of the COMMERCIAL FISHERIES -1955 

,.':·.·~>·\ ::·/,'i ;~~ . : .. \ . .. ' 

>: .... . CAtCH· \ 
··· · /4~6 ., .' 

i . . j i ., 

BIIIiJON 
, 

POUNDS 

ROUND WEIG HT 

655 ,000,000 Lb s . Marketed Fresh 

4 7 5 , 0 0 ~ , 0 9._0 L b s . 

26d ,OOO ,OOO Lbs - .-.-
85,000 ,000 Lbs . 

1, 093 ,000,000 Lb s . 

2 , 021 ,000 ,000 lbs . 

FILLETS (Fresh 8 Frozen)i 

FROZEN (Not Fil/etS ) 

Cured 

CANNED 

BYPRO DUCTS 

WA STE from 
1,000 ,000 , 000 Lbs . Fresh a Processed 

Fish used fo r 
Byproduc t < 

MARKETED WEIGHT 

590 , 000 ,000 Lbs . 

160,000,000 Lbs . 

203 ,000 ,000 Lbs . 

60 , 000 ,000 Lbs . 

752 ,000 ,000 Lbs . 

MEAL 

529 ,000 , 000 Lbs . 

OIL 
186 ,000 ,000 Lb s. 

CONDENSED 
FISH SOLUBLES 

4.1156; 000 lbs . 
/5'~ O(p~ ~" 0 

HuMOGt.NIZED 
CONDENSED FISH 

198,000,000- Lb s . 
I, I tJ~ 000 

1I0Tl':--THf !mVND AND MHKET(D II IIGHT:. SHOIIN ABOVE 00 NOT INCLUDE IMPOR TED ITDoiS PROCESSED IN THE UNITED ST AT ES . THE MA RKETED IIEIGHT 
t ISH.U 00 NOT INCL UDE fRE:'H £lAIT , f E;;H ANI'>IAl fOUD PREP ARED fRO'>! IIA SH , SHEll PRODUCTS, OR OT HER MISCELLANEOUS BYPROOUCT:> . 

W 
-.J 
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'Ihe data and estimates used in this leaflet vere prepared under the super
vision of E. A. Power and C. E. Peterson. 'Ihe material vas pr epared for publioation 
under the supervision ot Bob E. Finley, Fishery Marketing Specialist. 

INT . -OUP. SEC .• WASH .. D. C. 96 5 2 ~ 
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