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For many c enturies along t he sou t hern coast f Arab ia , hose 
shores are washed by the wat ers of t he Gul f of A en and he I ian 
Ocean, fishing has b een a casual i ndust ry , one who s e p r oduc ti o 
methods are most primi t ive, but ho s e po t ent i ali ies ar e beli 
great . There are non~ of t he i n t ens e pr oduction met ho s w i ch 
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: aeterize this industry i n t he Un it d Stat es 'or the Scand i na. i 
countri es--powered v e ssels, "pa cking houses , fish r educ tio plan s-
but , rather, primarily, t her e is ~ e n bing utilize t he pri mi ive 

,canoe, som e ·v er y small dhows, and hand equi p el t . Ac ual r oduc i o 
figur es have n ev e'r b'een , comp iled , bu t it is knOm1 hil e mos 0 

the fish caught is u s ed f or l oca l consump ti n , an s of 
and salt ed fish a.r s ent i rregularly i nt t e hi 0 

and India, and t o t he Bri t ish Som~liland coas t . 

Location 

Ther e is no spec i f i c a r a wher e f i sh ar e mos 
a s the Aden Gov er nment au ho r iti s are a le 
to r emain t he s ecr et of he in i v i al fi 
shelf is quit na rrow , of ot mo r e 
t he Gulf: but al on this shelf, fro 
of ' Ba bel-Mandeb, t o t he W~ra 
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east o'f Aden, is done : most of the fi shi ng f or B~rdi ne B, rockfish, 
snappers, and groupers'" ' ShB. r k . and ' eXport fish pri marily, is most 
oft en taken on t he 'Mahra Coast~ 'at 'Socotra, and on the Somallland 
Coast. 

Unfortunat el y , Sout hern Ara bia do es not hav e good harbo rl, no r 
is, t her e ,ver y much fr ,esh wat er. Thus th e t echnic·a"). 'dir'fi culti es 
would be quit e grea t phould majo r expan s i on of t h i ,B indus t ry be d 
s ired-- which appears ' to be ' t rue a t t his time . The f u r ther east al ong 

,t he Sou t her n Coast one traY 1 8 th mor e fish he finds . Accor ding t o 
surveys made by t he Fi sheri es Adviso r t o the Br itish Secr et ary of 
State ,th e best fishing gr ounds s eem t o ? e of f t he har b r s of Bi r l i, 
Mukalla , Shuqra , Al Hisi , and t he ahr a Coast . 

Fi shermen and Empl o,nnen t 

, ., l ' • 

Becaus e t her e ' i s n or ganl z d f i shi ng ind str , i~ is vir u l~ 

i mpo ssibl e t o det er mine t he number of fi sher men pl ing t he ir t r a de. 
The wages t hey r ece1ve depend upon t amoun t f fi s. t ey ca t c 
and per sonally mar ket , fo r 'most bu~ine s ses a r e s al l , i di i dually 
owned and oper a t ed ' ent er pr ises ; 'ope~at i g 'u on t e er e subsis enc e 
level. They may l abor from ' sun- up untii s n- OITn , and t eir r eward 
i s pr edi cat ed upon t heir ' L cii 'i'du a ili i ~s d 1 Jr. . Ther e are , 
hOi7ever , some small 'dhows . \ ich ... li 1 carry a cr 0 f ei g t 0 en 
men , but t here have been no tabula i on s cOTopiled in ' i s a r ea of aoe s , 
number s of wo r kers , or working coodi ions , fo r , i h he exc ep i o s 
of the f ew shipme~ts 0 India an Ce 1 00 , t is is pri ~i ti e e ris e . 

Fi shi ng es sels 
, 

, The fringe of t he coasta l a t er s ar e a i nl y exp l oit ed f r nati ve 
one-t o- f i ve map canoe s , of t wel e t o t pcnt - f i e f eet in l engt. So~ e ' 

of t he l a r ger canoe s may r each t .' r ty- f iv e f ee over 11 , wi t h a Cr ew 
of eight ' 9r nine men . Next in si ze , a f te r t lar ger, pl anked canoe , 
is the small a how, whi ch may ' av e a compl eo n t of t wel ve fi s er en, 
but t he se are r el atlvel f ew i n numbe r . T~e r e a r e no oa iv owned 
power ed f i sh ing craft . Rec ent l y t b British G er n e t ha s ba sed i n 
Aden a , small power qrart capabl e 0f c r y ing ic e i o its f or ward hatch , 
f or e~pe ri ment al and r es ear ch p r j ects ~der t e dir ct i on of . t he _ ' 
r ecent l y appoin t ed Aden Gov er nme nt Fisheri es Of i cer . But a t t he 
pr es ent time ther e a r e i nsuffici ent har bo r f aci l it i es, suc a s do ck
i ng , loading, and i c ing s er vices, t o hav e i7arran t ed power and r ef r i g
er a t ed craft al o~g t he .. s,outh~rn Arab i an coast. 

Qpe~i e s of Fish 

, :tit:t\~ is ~oWn: a,~ou't the I:l~y diffe r ent : cla~e e s f fish oaught 
ju st off-s'hor e ,' and' ~the' i ocal "nam'e.s · of :o~ e ',class of f:i,sh ·,mav b,e dif
f er erlt in the'; 's e~~ral ar eas. ' Ther e .' app'~r t o' b'G at l ea~t t~o ' species 
of sa rdln¢ ; ' t·he kl rigfi sn. ;{ beli'eved t o b'e ' t 'h e ' sd.o r:lberom,Q}1ri's.); and, esides 
several s pecIes 0.1 shafl }: , s pec i e s , of" macl~ere1.', , snappers, , r ockflsh" a'nd t r...ree 
speci es of tuna--one identifi ed as t he bluefin. ' The .dominant speci e 
of sa r din e s eems to be the dussumeria; the small mackerel is probably 
scomb er microl epidotus; and t he snapper has been identifi ed as 
ep iniphelus t auvina. 
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, During the wint er : s'eason, is found the 'best fi shing, and it is 
then that the sardine's 'beco,me ver y nume'ro.us along t he coast east of 
Aden~ At the heigh~ o~ the season s,aiq,ines are S,O plent iful in t he 
eastern coastal villages that they can :be pur chas ed at thirty for a 
penny. Tuna, much larger,' may be purchased at , 'the same time at an 
~xt,remely low pr.ice'.' . At ' Al Hisi about ' ninety fishermen , within a s even
months period produced about a million pound s, or within an eight-4'lOnth 
season about an average of five and one-half tons , .. pe r man . At Shihr-
which exports dried sardines,' sardine oil, and we t sa lted klngfish- wer e 
caught duriI\g this season by some 3,'600 men a weight equivalent to about 
8,000 tons of wet sardines, and 300 tons of wet kingf~sh, or about 2 . 3 
tons per man for export. It is presumed that a like quantity could 
have been sent up-country and consumed locally. According to figur es 
obta ined from local sources in December, 1946, t20, 000 wor t h of sar dines 
were dried' in Aden. Two hundred sixty miles east' of Ad en are found 
abundant sardines, suitable for the production of sa r dine oil and the 
~ried article. The sardines are spread out on the sand, allowed to dry 
thoroughly in but a few days,' and then are exported, mainly as fodder 
for cattle, and as fertilizer. The sardine s eason begins at t he end of 
the southwest monsoon in Sept ember, and between October and the end of 
November they are at their fattest. Throughout t he r est of the year, 
from January on, they become gradually scarcer. The , larger fish , tuna , 
kingfish, etc., are gutted, split, scored, and well rubbed with salt . 
These fish are as tasty as any on the world market. Aden warehouses 
regularly h~ld in stock well over one thousand tons of this dri ed 
sardine product. 

Tunny, , or 'tuna, between the months of Sep t ember to J anuary are at 
their best, the greatest ' quantity, being caught i n October t o Decenber. 
In October to Dec ember they are ,caught in dep ths of sixty to s eventy 
f a thoms, while in January to June they a r e taken in or over much gr eat
er depths. The kingfish, caught in shallower wat ers t han t he t unny , 
is very highly prized. ' They may be caught by hook or by a keddl e-
net. T.he re is no sp eci a l s'eason for shark. 

Fishing Gear Used 

Of all the methods used to ca tch f i sh in t he Gulf of Aden t he 
commonest is the hook and line. Us ed from boats mainl y , cast nets 
are the ,nets most fre quently :employed. Waders may work f rom t he beac' 
or f:r:om the rocks, casting nets 'yar y ing in shape s and siz es. The 
sardine boats cast a larger ne't , cif seventy-two f eet in circumf er ence, 
with a mesh of one-half inch bar. The small est gill net ~~s a me sh of 
about 120 rows to the yard; medium-sized nets have about ei ght y-four 
rows to the yard; and a la~ge sardine net has about fifty-si x r ow s to 
the yard. 

At Ad en Colony and Shuqra. beach s eines of about ninety yar s in 
length, of me sh of one-inch bar~ about fifteen f eet deep ' are used. 
The actual net has a long wing down both ' sid es, about thirty ards 
long, and made of t wi st ed palm l eaf strip s. No f~oats are needed. 

The ss.rdine s eine is a huge thing'. The ac tual net,' forty f ee t 
wide by one hundred sixty feet l ong , r ectangular i n shape , is made of 
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cott9n and woven into a fine mesh ninety rows to the yard. TPe h,~ 
and foot of_ the forty-foot openings are fastened to neadlines ~d 
footrop es by very long staplings of twisted palm lea! strip t~rty 
inches longo A "single , heavy stone, weights the middl'~ of the ~obtrope. 
The r e are no floats on t ,he headline, b-ut inst,ead :a _ ~strong rop'e' becket 
is h eld 'by a: canoe, which' act~ as the float. ,.- The nettizlg itself ~i' s ' 
the bunt or pocketof :,the sein~. Twistcld palin-leaf strips form th~ 
wings in t h e , shape', of an, ~pen mesh-work with meshe'S. of twelve-inch 
bar and fourte en rows deep--or seven full ',meshes ' d"fep .. ,: To each w'iil~ 
of a bout 40,0 y~,rds 'is attached hauling ropes. 

.. . . ~ 

T:',e A ; B of t:~is gear necessitates fa ir weat h8r , f or i t i s ' of great 
vle i ght and' bul k and m~s ;t be ' jp i ntly operflted , frorr. boat and s11o r (3 . ' 
'1" ,~, ':' ~;-' -Lo fH'ty ' Plen wor.k t he' sei,ne , ' a nd at tE18 S' t he ,catch caTl be il-!llense . 

0 ..... -- 1"'10 -,· "· ~ '· · 'I -1 ' ., po , :·r ~ .. ~~ .\ ; C~'" ':l .... , ... . -, ,: ,_ • . ~ _' ·-e ,r l .: ( / ~ . ~ .~ · t l:·~ (,~S" , ·':l.t!', j10 Yl - 2."e t. :l r n >oJ ' ,' _ . .... _. . , __ . ..... l .... . . ' '' :'' ........ ...... • _ 

-:al ve - used f Or sma ll f i sh ; the s l'larlc spear,- ' t we lve fe e t l ongl 'de t ach
able barbed po i nt ; cornmon cot t on cord and s i mpl e 110oks--mos t of' ,vhi ch , 

" incidenta lly , are ' imported from , N~),:,,: ~, :r ~ , 
, , 

, ' O_' L~ \, 2. ::tt; Bt n:i te an d i 'n t he e:a 'rl'y mo r n1r..g hours, one, r:l(3.Y s e e 
can el trc:tins 'slo'vVly :? lodd~ :Q.,g- i nto Aden' C ~! l.(:T ' , ~ , ;::,r}c ~- , ~_;i t :~, t :~e 'fish 
caught near t ile eastern coasta l vll lage s and to be s o l d :i n A--" " , ", :~:' t":ets 
t:mt day. The catches , m,'e 'eithe r de l ivered tC5 , a f ew merc hants t o be 
drie' , or a re sol d openl y ·in nati ye ,;1arket' stalls. ' , 

. . ' ., '" 
A new- divi si on of the fi s_hin!?; iridu s try , tljat of ,y r o GE?s s i ng shells 

into rough button f orms , has beEm develope d i n Ade n, ' but "i t is riO 
nar;~e t, f or l ocal f i'shermen , for t Il e shells a r e ~;lainly; l:;lported f roFl 
Aus 't r a lia and SOBe f r o!': tho Red ,Se~ area . " At t !.1e pr esent wri t i ng , 
t he Aden Shell Fishi ng Company, OCCUIJ i e s a- l arge , ' ,r Ant ed build i ns ~ 
cO l1taining \'J i t hi n it st.orage roOTllS for th'3 ~co ' :~h-finisll.ed a'rtl-c le, 
l a r ge cement t a n 's i n VJhich t he s he lls are soa]Q3d , pr ocessing -rooms, 
and a ma c hi a e shop where t r". e ~rocessinf'; ,Flac Lir,-()s are both made and 
repaired. Only t he ro ugh button fon!l has been pr oduced thus f a r, and 
a f t e r cuttin€: t he , foms are graded ' and sold t o , t~le IIDominion Mn:r :
faeturinG C'ar,lpany", 'Larnaca~ ' Cyp;ru5, where 'they a r e fin i shed . 

Ti:e spi ral, cono"":,,s i1aped tLc?"'C~ is t' R. s ::e.ll used at p re se'nt. , from 
',Jh ic:l fo r ty ,t o f ifty bu tton t orns are ' 'cut; but expe'rine nts a re beinG 
mad '~ \'li t h o thers, 'ma inly t he ~~_eri 'snail 'fror;!. t h e :S~: 2 t I ':dt :R ~ " ':%en 
t~iS she l l s first are ,br~ught in t hey are graded a C,c<?rchng to Size, 
s o rted , a nd soaked in water for seven days in OrdAI- to extract' all t he 
h at fran t hE!l1 prior to cutting. T- -,:::8 are at present sev~nty.;:ri ve 
cuttinG r.1achin~s , some ~ Ilade in the comp9. IlY" s _ .: s; ... ops , ' s bJito b rpor ted 
t'_om -.smara, Eritrea,-\vher.e buttons frbi:1. Red Sea, s hells a,r e be i ng cut 
an finished . U ,:' :", ' fu ll operation " some ' 500--600 peopie ~a're employed-
cutters , sorter ... , f eede r s , c0611es, etc.--but opera,tio~ is : 1:rre~lllar. 

1: " 
After cutti-ng. t h e button foms arA shipped out in bass of a bout 

1:10' r;ross ellCn, fo ur ba~s t o a pase. 

'* 



The ::Jritish interest i n Gulf of Aden f'i ~hin", nlD.Y be a e n of 
bu.ilding export t:rade , deve lopino se lf-suffici~ncy , dev~lopinr col
onie s f i nancia lly , and aiding them. in s tre ngt h'3. ing thei r ir:.suff ici"'nt 
protein d iet . 

Local merchants believe t h eres to be a po t ent industry 1 in;~ 

dOITlant here . Canne ry re searc h in t he t owns of illlcalla a nd AS!l Shi hr , 
has discovered t :b.a t t he f ish oil and vi t amin ~r i eld is of a cali re h i h 
enoue;h to p r ofi tably merit p ro duction. The f ishi ng i ldustry a l ong the 
southern Arabian coast is still u nder s urvey , but soon there shaul be 
evidenc e of vJna t is t o be done about t he fis hing i ndustry i n t he Gulf 
of Aden. 
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