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Branc of ' Al a ska Fisheries 

The fishe r ies of Al ka constitut e the principal r esource of 
of he im. or t ant se f ood p roducing regions of t he world. Its 
stli ne and div er ~e e te s u po rt a vari ety of marine species , 
the brsis fo r elaborAte nd often intensely prosecuted indus
l oi t i on . hief amon st t hese a r e the s a lmon , which collec-

lit fo d urod ct v~lued .round one-hundred million dolle rs 

cret .. 
P'.l.blic C? tio s 

r t io~ ~ ro. n ge ent of the fishery r esources is 
t he I t erio o_d ~dminist ered by t he Fish and Wildlife 

r e " Fil< Ie fron this source cover ing specific lines of 

oLlIDerc i c 1 fishL in Al .. sk< h< d its inception pround 1 840 \vhen a few 
~nd s?lmon Iting oner pti ons ·ere s t prt ed. Isolption held t he 

i ndu try t o mer g er .. r o ortions t hrou h t he per iod of 7. S. pcqui 8i tion of the 
crrito~J fro m Russi e i n 1 867 . The ~dve. t of cpnni n , ~ i t h its solution of t he 

~roclems of n r eserv ti on pnd tr, ns_ortc tion , brough t the s R l~on industry i nto its 
t C' rti ng fro m t','IO cpnner i es i 1 878 wi th c pack vclued " t $16 ,.000, it has 

r O'm to her e 0 er one hundr ed I pnts no '/ produce ;:>n pnnu?l pPck worth ne oA rly 
90 , 000 , 000 . 

I empnd he S gro~J for t he 0 t her nore popul :" r fi sh And shel lfi sh so t hat they 
too (' r e now sU,!?'I)o rti ng industr i e t hr' t (I r e developed F' S fully PS t he supply Cfl.n 
s t ... d . The fisher:- p roducts from Al skp h;:l.d c : vp.l ue 'of $107, 000 ,000 in .1947; the 
combined lue of ·p roduction from t he time of purch'''.se . fro m Russi ;:{. until 1947 is 
estimpt ed nt $1 , 741 , 000 , 000 . 

Indus tri 1 (lnd Biologic 1 - Existin~ FishGri es - Snlmon. The Ppci fic sRl mon 
compr i s es fiv e species in Alpskp.l1 wP' t ors , I'l l of t hem i mportant commercially. 
Their i ndivid~~ l chp' r~ ct eri s tics ~ re tr eA t ed s epp r pt el y but pll hRv e life histo
r i es sinilpr in t hese r espects : 

(1) They fi r e pnrdromous', r et ur ni ng to fr esh wl'.tor from the seA. to spe.wn. 
(2) They poss ess A gener r liz ed homing i ns tinct, r eturni ng on their 

s-P"\rmi:1g migrption to the snm e strel"m or locnli ty in which they 
t hen selv es were hAtched or r el eRscd ps fry . 

(3) They mAture , Rnd spp.wn but once , shortly pfter which they die. 



Sockeye or Rcd S ~.lJ.1on ( t1ncorh;},!lchus n erka ). This s:!ie cie~ is tho cost valUc:"blo 
fo r cnnni ng purpos e s b Gc ~us e its flesh ret~ ins its bright rcd color Rfter process
i ng. Al t hough it occurs t h roughout Al ~ sk~ . its gre0 test nbundance is to the West
wC'.rd wh ere it is the principr: l support of the industry in Bristol :Bp:y, the Alp.sk 
Peninsula , pnd s ections of Kodi ~k Isl~nd Phd Cook Inle t. Also loca l gillnet 
fish eri es occur off t he f.1ouths of t he Iprge I!lr'inlr1hd rivers in CentrE'.l Rnd South
et-' st crn Al a ska . The peak of t he run or SpC11tffii ng oigrntion occurs uSUc:'11ly in e :'.rly 
J u l y . 

Sockeyos hn.vc t he peculia r trd t of a scendi ng only stren!lS thC' t come from 
I pkos, 1's it is b. t he l C'ke s t h1'.t t he YO'l.'mg fi ng erlings sp end their first y ep.r or 
t \ITO of life . Tho ndult fish pr e r [" t h c r cons i s t ent i n size, I"' v e r [-) ging Rround six 
p ounds , r>nd nr e l , r ge l y 5-yep.rs ole. vIi t h , in plf' c es , I'" substrnti a l proportion of 
four s pnd sixes . 

Pi nk or Huupb pck . Sp.l non (Oncorhyncl:us gorbuscha). Although t he p nck of pinks may 
equp l or exc c cd by s ev e r ? l t i ::;·,J s t hpt of r e ds , its uni t v l"'.luc is much lo w0r • 
.lU t h ough fully nu tri tious C".l'ld \vo l l f l ,"'vored , t :-:to nC :.->.t is soft ;:md pp l e in color 
p.nd t~lUS is no t !1. S 2tt r 1'.ctiv e i n o.p7) cr- r c,:l ce P.S r ed s <'.l o on. Howcv or, through sheer 
abundcnc e t hey h 1've s~~port ed extensive canner y oper nt ions i n SouthcRstern A1? ska, 
Prince i1illiRo Sound r> nd s ections of lower Coo k In l e t, Kodi r·k Islpnd, and the 
Al ~skf' Peninsula . They I"..re t "ke:'l ch iefly by trap s Rnd seines. Although the time 
of tho run is sonowh2t chc.- r e ct e r istic '·Ji t h ep.ch str oC'I.1 , t he stre('l;Js vpried so 
g re2. tly t hCl. t in t h e virgin ste.t e t ht3 re was Cl p ot entit'.l fishe r y for pinks throughou1 
t he entire -SUi.lI.w r. I n t ensiv e fi sh ing 11" s no'''' s o i:1odifi ed this t hC'.t the run in ead 
District is con c entrn t ed i n t o a sh ort period I nte i n the s er son Rnd t heir general 
pbundpnc e is greAtly r educed . 

The hUf.1pb~cks pr e s;.1211 s[' l non R.nd reYI? !'flge onl y c>.b out 4 pounds in ''leight, 
prob E'bly 8.ccounted f or by t heir sh ort life sp;:m of invP.ri flbly t ,vo yea.rs. Th ey ru' 
into fl L:lOs t Rny I'"nd p11 stror>o s with i n t heir r [1nge , p r efcri ng the snRll e r ones an 
Rscending onl y nini nun dista nces . 

ChUI1 or Dog SRl n on (Oncorhynchus ke t R). AI t hough p rincipp.lly used for c Rnning, 
this speci es runs fl poor third to sockeyes f.':ld hunpb ,".cks, both i n qU2.1i ty ruld 
qumlti ty. '1'he d eclining p.bundC>:"lc e of the other speci es in the f p.ce of rising 
d enC".hd ha s of r e cen t yep. rs nad e t he chum nore desir~ble pnd it is a t its best when 
frozen or s!Jokcd. In t he Cfln it is usu? l l y wA. t e r y , p Rle a nd l ? cki ng in f1Rvor. 

Chl1r:iS occur in ::mch the s aGe p.r 8~ S rnd a t t he Sf'.n e ti ne s E'. S pinks and are 
c C'.ught with the s ::>ne gep.r, but i n nuch sn81ler nunbers. V?rying greptly in size, 
they ?'7erC'.ge ~round 9 pounds in wei ght pnd t hei r [-'.go ~ t np.turi ty ";,,, ries fron 3 to 
5 yeRrs. 

King Sa l non (Oncorhynchu s tsch p\"irtscha ). i'fi th t he coho es, king s a l1:1on support a 
fishery quit e differ ent fron t he canni ng speci e s described above. Trolling is 
carri ed on by snaIl bORts dr?gging skillfully f Rshioned, h ooked lures which the 
salnon strik e ei t he r fron hunger or i r ritRtion. Bec?use of t heir fine flavor, 
a ttrnctive appear ?nc e pnd t he i ndividuRl C2. r e t hey receive in ca tching, kings 
cOIIDand a p r eniun price on t h e fresh f ish nqrket or for a s a lting process lmown 
a s n i ld curing. A l esser proportion Rre taken Rlso by trRps Rnd nets and then 
canned, D~ing a p a ck of superior quality. They Rsce~d only the larger rivers, 
principally t hose of t he nainl C' nd , AIld a re not e.bundflnt. They run principally in 
the spring , appearing b efor e any of t he other speci es. 

Ki ng sRlnon a r e vorRcious f eed ers and g row to l ? rge size, averRging over 20 
pou.~d s in weight; spccioens of 50 pounds pnd ov er a re not unconnon, and the recor 

ize is 125 pounds . Their nge , too, v p.ri e s grea tly ~d r nnges fron 3 to 7 years. 

-~ 



Coho or _Silv0r Sa l mon (Oncorhynchus k isutch) . This species sustains the tr 11 
f ishery i n Sout heRstern Al F. ska dur ing t he fall , entering the fishery after the 
kings have gone. In all a r eas of Alaska , silver s f or m a minor part of the ca tch 
of all the v arious t ypes of gear l s t e in t he s eason, ~lthouoh they support definite 
illne t fish eri e s off several of the l a r ger rivers. Troll-c u gh t fish 0 into the 

fr esh fish trad.e , but most of thos e t aken with trap s a r e canned, known then a s 
"medium r eds". They run in· sma'll nUMbe r s into a l mos t a ll creeks; a ttain an age of 
3 or 4 years and· commonly range in size f rom 8 t o 12 pounds . < 

. . i,' 
Halibut (HiPPORlossus st·enolopis). Suppo,rting a l a r ge ~p r·i~g fisher y of unusual 
stability, t he ha libut i s a botton fi sh of wide ·distribution Gn the banks and 
shoa ls e.long the Ala skan coa st. ThGY : ~re t aken on" long line s of baited hooks 
str1L~g out ,a long the 'bottom and ? re marke t ed riluost exclusively in either f r e sh or 
f roz en ·60nditioti. ' . ' . : . ~ 

The halibut were so dep l e t ed by . vn int onse. fish er y tha t in 1924 a tre t y wa s 
nego tia t ed between Canada · and t he Uni t ed s 't [1 t os which est ablis~ed an Int e rna ti onal 
Fisheries ' Commission t o study ' and ' ev'en t ue,lly co nt .r ol th~ fisher y . By peroi tti n 
the annua l . t elce of o.nly. a lin i t ed quo.t0. [.\nd b y p r btecti n6 the ·sr.1a l l e r sizes , the 
COillilissi on has b een succc ssfui ' i n r "cvlvin.f! t he r esourc e . So l a r ge a f l ee t is 
eng~.geq:.) howev e r ', ' t h a t the quot a of l a t e ;o[' rs h iC s b eeh cau @lt i n I tJ ss tha n 2 
n onths fishing~ The ,quot a for t he ' entire P2cific ' C oas t , ~s about 53 million pounds , 
'of ';Jhich the 'Un"! t ed Sta t es fl ee t ca tch e s about 40 millio~ pounds , havin a value 
t o the fish er rJen or 0;v?r .ci gh t nnlio~ doll ars, 

The fish~ry i n 'ea rli e r days wa s confined l a r ge ly to wa t ers wi thin r each of 
Sea ttle and t he c old sto r age p l en ts of Southe~stern Al3ska , but l a r er b oats no, 
·work f a rthe r t o t he we stwa r d , off Kodi cl< (,lnU. the ' Ala ska P eninsul a . 

I . ' , 

Clbl~.fish ' jJlop lo-::l ol1).p. fi Llb ria ). Alli ed t o h;::> libut i n bei ng c [lught by t he s nne 
\ oa ts and wi t h the SD.ne geE'!="; s sb l cfish or "blRck c od " is 2 c Of.1pC'.r a tive n 0V/coner in 
the r~ks of cornie rcia l spe cies , It CDoe into popula rity 'in the l a t e 130 1 S nd h e.s 
alreCldy shown uwl istakable si gns of depleti on . It is now ' t aken· nl y in South
e~st e rn Ala ska ; occurs i n ouch d eepe r ~?ter than h alibut ~nd is QRr ket ed only fresh 
o'r frozen. ' Its [tccen t ClnCG on- t he f.1a r k c t ''las a boon to the h c>.libut fisher y as 

~ -
s ablefish C[ln b o t nken \"hen the bri e f h alibut s eason is closed. ArL'1unl p r oductio 
is VAlued a t About ·t wo b illion doll ars. 

Herring (Clupea p a ila si i). Herring fluctu2t e gref.1. tl~l in t heir nnnue.l ~bundM q, 
Rnd t he i ndustry' a chi ev es grept er or l e ss or cyclic p r o_ortions ns e. r esult . 
Nc tura l Lactors exert tr emendous influence· on t heir survi nl in the e[lrl , delic e 
s t ages, and r egul [-) ti on of t he "telw" is based l .:-,r "el y on obs er [l. tions t h[l t i ndic t o 
the expect ed abundanc e of the vRr i ous ye~ r clvsses contributin to the fishe • 

The principal use of he rr i ng is fo r r eduction t~ Deal rnd oil, a l 
sonll pack is s a.l t ed f or ,fo d -purposes . They Are r e 'Rr dod r s bRsic c rt i in 
t he di e t of sa l oon and I1c".libut and t hus r' r e n- f nvori t e bed t with t he fisherne • 
Thr ee y ea r ol ds ne about t .G y'ounc;est h orri ng . t pJcel- in t he cOIJDercic l fishe but 
sone specinens survive t o ·10 or ~2 ye~rs of age . 

The i ndust r y is cent e r ed in Southe[l st ern Al a ska , Pri c e illi~~ 
a r ound Kodiak Island. L[lr ge purs e seine v ess els a r e us ed in ca tchi 
coning north a s a n off-s eason a l t e r np.te to th eir usuC'.l occupAti o i 
s ar dine fish e r y . 

)h Ilftsh - Ra zor Clans (Si~i gmt p a tul a ) . e ordova c1 C'_':1 ce e ri es d r " 
supply f t on th extensive s 2lld bRrs off ~h e no t h of t e r Bi e r e 
t his r egi on is t he center of the industry in Al ns kp. <'lnd ensil ' p r oduc es 

, ' . 
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r ... C11f milli on. pounds 'iri ' r.·yef)r , there is cUso lil]1i ted and. Spe smod.ic di ging of 
1: ';ac ~1 es of \C'o~l: Inlet 'and on the mainland shore of Shelikof Strai ts; Kodiak has 
few r~zor cl.m spots on the sea~ard side of the is l~nd also . 

The Copp'~F " Ri ve'rb'eds were , depleted in the early 1920 I s by 00 ouch di ging ; 
as ma ny as 100 ~ 'oob cases b'e ing packed in a single yea r Ii th a a l ue f $163 , 000 . 
Regul a ti cn now imp e sos·.'a quota limi t of 40 , 000 c ses and restricts dig ing 0 C 

( 

sp ri ng months ,,;hen qu a lity is best . .1a turi ng t~t 4 or 5 years an attaining qn age 
of 1 8 , r azor clams tc.ken in the commercial fis' er:r averD e 0 ut 8 yearn . The 
indust ry new 8ppeFlrs -.rell stabilized \Vi th possibili ties of expansion if 0 l ying 
and moro di s t~~t ~~ds ~re utilized. 

Butter Cl arus (S~,xi dornus nutta liLo A sDall industry in So hcastern Alaska ha been 
consi s t e!ltly M8 intain ed' during PAs t yec?rs but h s lfltel een suspendod bec se f 
ruli nGS of t he Food and Drug AdministretiC'n conc erni'ng a p ssible oxic condi i on 
c1ri si:lf? f r om the p r esence of a mi~roorg, nism o'n .rhic' .. e clc?Jns f eed. he extent 
c: tl:is fisher.s in Southeastern Alps~a is defi .itel li .ited to its previo s prC' -
po rti ons becnus.J of the lack of sui t.qbl e bea cces 2nd he Gl r "/th f the c l aJ!Js J 
However, th",re is t h e poss ioili t of evelc_ ing nc\ a ro s in illi " S und 
('nd f (" rth2I" to t:r.e ues tt'rard nc t hi th er ofo te expl oi ted . Al s~..a I s har clam are 
usuHlly shucked whole Rnd frc~ en in blocks ~ a lthough R s:J~ ll c e pack has been 
put up L1 earli er yee rs . Thoy. ere t 2ken oxcl sively by he.. d s1:o el duri g cycl e 
o f extreDo low ti des . 

Shrimp. This L !dustr;r :hes been '{,J1l- 8stC'bli shed o. P l ocal t .:> ds ? ell and 
PeterslJurg since 1920 rmd p r cvidGo.R significnn ff- seas,? co!: he 
regi on t s eco nomy. A'ound2.nce on ho vari ous li ::'li ted rCU!1 s . [ S d eclined , h .,,-
ever , th"'tGh.J onl ~' subs t Rn ti c l S0u..rce of suppl :: i s n0Yf . he fl p s 0 of 
th e Stikino Riv e r mouth . P reli J:1 i:-. .:' ry cxpl cra io, :-.:' s di"c l s ed t he r Tn re dis an 
g r ounds in Scuthe2s tern ~~sket ?~d it i . ~ulo Vn t' ~t shrimn occ~r in c ! e rci a l 
abundance ill Cook Inl ut C'.:1d nOClr CC'ra.cv[' ~::Hi y",kutnt . 

The sust8.ining spec i e s o f ~:::e s.r.r i np indus r.y i s 
other vari e ti e s cccur in the catch t o . Trey p r e cnus, t · i h beam 
tail me8.ts E:r e co oked a nd c ol d- pac!ced a fter being stlparc?ted y ha 
Th e 194:7 petc}::. o f 350 , 0 00 po'~nd s "p s v .?lue d at $326 , 000 ~t 1"_8 'pa cki 

severa 
P.. h e 
he s',ell . 

g sl ed ~ 

Crab. It is n e c essary to distinguish bet "een tho coonon Dung:::ness cra (CRncer 
L"tngister) of ':.ne tl r.tire Pc?cific C02st po·ceQ t he ::'lo r e northerl <" nd w sterly Ki g cra 
( P['r [' lithode s cnmtschntica) . The l a tte r ccurs in v e ry lioitod n~~ e rs in S uth
GC1 stern A1 2. ska but s eeJTIS to be abu..'1dan t in c or c? in areas e lcng bct.r. sides of he 
Al p. s kEl P O!1insul R, P.t Kodi 2k Island , 2nd in 1 0vo J; Cock I nlet . King r C'.bs are tc?.ken 
in d eep via t 8~ , ei the r \'-"i th trRwls or te.ngle g8c?T. They pre very 1 r ge , r anging p 
to 18 ~r)ounQ s ",.ri th a five foo t spread . It ir- this snecies th the JapRne s e fi shed 
so i y-, t ensive ly , ev en in our own wato r s', befo r e the wn r ?nd i th "hich hey c ompl e te: 
domina t .ed the A-D -J rican' ;Jarke t for c a nned crElbneat . Gove r nuen t snonso r ed expio r ato r l 
ope r ptions p, r e noVl bOi-ng cnrri ed 'on by U. ·S. · interest \,,-i th a vi e~ to devel oping thi 
fishe ry. 

The Dungeness crab occurs mo st l y in Southeaste r n Alaska and a r ound Cordova ; 
w.r.e r e i t supports a Dino r but consis ten t industry. The c a tch in 1946 'w8 s a l mo st 
t "ro and a hal f milli . .Qn pounc.s , valued p t more , than $600 , 000 . They occur wher ever 
the r e a r e s·hallow flp.ts , a f C'. c t thp.t g r eat l y r e~tricts t heir general" d i.s t ri bu t;Lon 
in Alaska. To mai!1tain t he i ev e l of' Rbundp.nc.(il , .r egul a ti ons pr()tect f emale and 9ma!: 
I:1e.l e c r abs and Flllow cat ching only in s ea sons \.,,-hen t h ey' a r e in g ood' con'd-i ti o,h • . 
Be cause of dis t ance fro m marke t ~ a ll crabmeRt ~s canned o r c old~packed inst ead of 
'being so l d fr esh as in the St e. tes. .. ... . 

- 4 .... 



Fur Seals (Callorhinus a l a scanus). Exploitation of t h e fur seal s on the Pribi l of 
Islands was started by the Russians shortly aft er discovery of the Isla nds in 1786 . 
]etween tha t date and 1834 it is estima ted that 1, 800 , 000 seals wer e killed for 
+ eir skins. These were taken without regard to sex and r esulted in such depleti on 

at restrictive measures had to be adopted in 1835 prohibiting the killing of 
females. This resulted in a slow increase in the he~d so that, by t he time t he 
rerritory.was purchk~ed'by the Unit ed sta tes in 1867, the herd ' wa s estimat ed a t 
~bout 1,000,000 animals compared with an estimnted 5,000,000 in its original, 
',mexploi ted stat e . . 

In l868 Gongress passed legisla ti on p rohibiting t he " taking of fur , s eals but, 
':>ecause of inadequa te p a trol, ·~ ealii1g continued. In 1869 the Pribilof Island s we r e 
se t a~ide a s a re s ervation~ In thos e two yea rs an estima ted 3?9, 000 ani mals were 
:,d lled .. . 

'In 1870' the ' Treasury Depa rtment wa s authorized t o .. l eas e tho <?xclusive right t o 
take seals on the Islands for t wenty-yeC'. r peri ods. T\"o such l e·e. s e s we r e grant ed 
f r om 1870 t o 1890 and fr om l ,89CI t o 1910. This. l.easing l e.w WP S r epc""-l ed ,in 191·0 and 
t ho Bureau ' Of Fished e s 'wi.der the 'D,ep 2 rt~~ht o;f "Commerce t ook over 'the dire ct. 
mnn?g ement of the fur s 8['.ls and p.d!ninistra tion of the Islands, including the ca r e 
of the na tive populati on, 

• • I, ' ~ 

In ab out ig79 ~el C'.gic '~ ~~lin~ start ed '( t~~ t~king of s e~ ls a t ~ ea ). This 
pr~ ctice wa s ruthl essly wRst E;l ful ~;ince s e21s we r e k~ll ed wi t hout ,r egard to s ex or 
s ize. Many of the s eRls kill ed s ,mk: 'b e f or e t h,eycould qVGn b e r e tri ey .cd. Thi s 
h ighs ens fish ery caus ed a controv ersy·b e t ween t he Uni t ed sta t e s and Gr ef' t Br itRin 
ov er the s e izure of CAnpdi a n v ess els by thi s country and j urisd~p t~onal rights" in 
the Bering SeR e 

. ~ 

~,\ By treaty th1s dispute WH S turned ov :; r t o P' trib';l'1r.i . of , [' rbi .~ rati on which me t 
~ pp ris i n 1893. The r estrictions thFt wor e i mpos ed ns R r e sult of the findings 

of this tribuna l were not Ftdeq~rlt e f qr Gons crv[> ti Qn , howev er~ .find t he fur s e? l herd 
(!ontinued to decline . I n 1897 Congr e s s pC'. ss ed .n i nw prohibiting t ho t aking of fur 
ueals by trni t ed stpt e s n (1 ti ona l s i n No rth P? ci.:fic w[' t e r s • . Th i s Rls o. WP's, in eff ec
i;ual, si-nce it could no' ~ p r ev ent t h e t p.ki ng at' ' s epls by n [? ti on21 s of othe r countr i e s. 
By 1910 the s ep.l herd WA S dovin to t he peril o1isiy low l ev e l .. of C'.b out 125, 000 ?nirna ls. 

. ;' ' . " 

On July 7, 1911 t he Unit ed stP. t ,; s, 'Gr eat Bri t r·in, J 2pcUi. ?nd Russi A. en t er ed i n t o 
,I conv ention for the prot ecti on of t he h erd which for t he first time p r ovi'ded 
r dequate protection. Under the t e r ms of t hi s c onv enti on , the Unit ed Stc~ e s p ssumod 
c ontrol of t he h e rd ' on t he pii'tiiiof Islands and the 'skins t e1<:en wer e" divided b etween 
the v2rious signa t ori es ' by p r e scrib ed perc'·entng.es. Thi~ cohv ention likewise p r o
hi bi t ed ·p el p:gic s ealing excen t · by ?.b ori gi 'nes using pri mi ti v e wcppon s and non-powe r ed 

.J- ' , ' • • • • . . . . 

From the low of 125 , 000\ t h e h er d h~ s i ncreps ed t o Rn estimf' t ed siz e of 
3 ~613,653 anima ls i n 1947. I n p,ddit ion , it h £'.s p rod1J.c ed C'. t ot ? l <;luri ng the p eri od 
f rom 1910 to 1947 :6f 1, 146 , 556 sk'i ns h~ving p gr~s s vplue of $36 , 1-22 , 412 . 

On October 23, 1940 J ap a n ab r ogif ed th~ 1911 trep t y to b e .effective one yep r 
Lat er. A provision? l f1.g r c emen t ps t hen conclua.ed beh·men t he Uni t ed StAtes r nd 
Canada in 1942 and r eeffirmed i n 1947 fo r .i nterim on er pti on until a new conventi on 
Can b e concluded. 

Mana gem ent of t h e h e rd pnd th~ t Ake is , ~ ased 9n .the li f e history of t he spec i e s . 
h year fr om early spring , uJ'ltil f e ll t hey ' come p.s ho r e on t he t".,o p r i cipRl 

Pribilof HIM ds, st. P p,ul c:nd ' st. Geor ge , to gi v.e · bi rth . t o their young d t c? broed • 
. ~ftGr the br eeding s ep,s on is over, they mi r f' te south~";->rd ps f nr ps t ho Cc-.lifo r . i a 
CO? st but do not go n shore . The f emal e s mp t ure pt 3 yeprs pnQ i e bir h 0 o. 0 p p 

L .5-



In contrf's t , tho on.ch seA s on. Th v fcm,"le s ilv or ".:>o r>bo ~t 75 pounds in 'vIei f'h t. 
Dulls do no t ffir> t u r o until t he i r 6t h o r. 7th y e'1r nd fi ll then V OT r 0 mo r e t hnn 500 

pounds . 
y • ( 

Fur s ep.ls nr e pol ygnmo'J. , t hus ror k inG it p o s1 bl e t o t <'.ko skins from t he sur
p lus of bulls without injuri n t he -gr owth of ~e h ar d . 1 0 c ows pre t . ken but t ho 
young ·bulis I'1 r e segr egp t cd out in t he i r third 9:- r (lnd [I c ort " in p r opo rti on .r e 
res e r ved t o' suppl y br eeding t oe}:: l r. t er . Th r o t pr e t "kon f qr t hoir .ski G . 

Since broedi 'ng bulls will of t en nPint nin hp r e s of ~ s me y a s 100 c ows , t he unb er 
of 3 y.82r old m,d'e's t hp t mby s'('l f ol y b e t aken i s qui t e 1 r 0 pnd f .t el y .vere e s 
65 , 000 nnimals por s or son . 

, . 
In ~ddi ti o n , byproducts pl ~r. ~ is op e r At ed t o r endor o c (' rc ses and u-

~~ly p r oduce s about $80 , 000 wortr. of oil .nd Denl. 

At t Ie time of a ssuoption of t ho onnabe ent of t 0 P r i ilof I s l t nds i 1910 , 
t r.e ]urc~u of Fisheri es w(' s likewis ch~r cd wit t .o c r o ~ d p r o t ecti o of t e 
np.ti ves Ii vihg ·t he r oon . These peopl e {' r o not abori in."~ _Y np. t · v e t o t e Pribilofs 
but wer e moved the r e by t he Russ ians f r oo t e Al euticn Isl - ds , Alaska P e insul 
when expl oi tati b~ .of t h e s enl her d vms s t a rt cd . 

Mode rn hones ; ' schools , churches nn d other f . cili t i us ha e be b ilt e d a i. 
t 0i n cd f o r the ne tivcs . They a r e fur~ished t e necessi t ios of life i ncluding as io 
f ood issues , nedica l a tt enti on end schoolin . I addi t i on , e ~re paid f or t he i 
s e rvic es in ~ealing opc r tions . 

Thos e peop l e a r e urbed to i:-!cr o[' se t heir s t;,.~ t s t ow r full ci t ze s ip a s 
r ap idly ns t hey ~re willi.g ". c I e t o L' s aune t ce r esponsi iliti es . n e r super-
vision t hey now have 0 e r ninb cO~lcils , t leir o~ Cr> t een s and po ice ' f orce . 
Be cause of c l o s e sup ervisi on r::d bec~ so t ic e e r nl pu lic is no ~ l owed indis
crinina t el y to v is it the Islf'nds , t he usuf'. l !l<.ti e scour os of tu erculosis , 
vener ea l dis eas e and liquor , r e non- exi stent . e na ti e populati on'nunbers abo t 
500 peopl e . 

Lpt ent Fisheri e s . Tr, wI s'P eci e s . Duri!1g t he r ec en t [l r ':fhen t he r e W[l.S a s eri ous 
shortRse of p r o t e i n foods , P. imnb e r of p r evio sl o· scure ot 00 sp eci e s of fis 
b !3came of consi de r able i rJpo rtanc e on t !:e 0 r ke t . Sol e , fl ounder s d rockfish wer e 
t ,,~en in gr ep t · qu."nt i ties by ott e r tr !lwls off the ve shin t on CO f'. s t ~d sust .... i ned e 
si ze~b l e fillet ing i ndust r y . ~ o ."r oL' t wns the dencmd t hnt wi t in ? f ew ye~rs the 
supp l y becL'::le no ti ceF\b l y depI cted in t_1~ ·.expl oi t ed <' r ef' s . 

There is evidenc e t ha t sinilnr banks 
Isla nd . As p roblens of tr f'.nsport ~ti on And 
fo r f ood produc ts i ncreRses , it is l ogi ca l 
will d eve l op in ~Te stern Al pska wRt ers. 

xist in t he Beri n Sea ~d off Kodiak 
p r es e r va ti on dL i n ish cmd [1. S future ne e 
t o suppose thp.t a sizea.ble t r a \Yl fish er 

Cod . Beri ng Sea , jus t no rth of t he Al f' ska P eni nsul a , fornerly' support ed a pictur-;
esque nnd lucra tive fis her y f o r codfish . Lnck of denend , c oupled \nth p r oducti on 
2nd tran sporta t ion p rob l en s has a lmost ~crni nf',ted t his a ctivity. ' Ho e er, the cod 
~re known t o exist the r e i n g r ea t qu~ntiti e s r'.nd devel opnen t of t he poteI:lt i a l await 
only an i ncreas ed deT.1~d f or t h i s typ e of , ,f ood p r oduct. An a.lli ed sp ecies, the 
p oll ock , occurs ex t ensivel y t h r oughout AlN:; kr\.l1 '" t e rs and e sp eci a lly t he Bering Se 
Al t hough unknown now , it could yi el d n t :r enendous suppl y if c O:1.di tions w~rrMt • . . .. 

Oyst ers. The Gov er nnen t encou r Rses g r owers t o experioen t with oyster cult~re by 
p r a.ctically giving t heEl l e a ses t o ti del a nd s desired for t he purpo se. . ,ResUl t.s o.f 
sev~ral a tt eop ts t o cultive.t li3 t he Pa cific .(pr eviously known 'a s -: "'Japanese tl ) oyst e-rs 
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in southe[' stcrn h::'7e so f rcr b oen r ,1.th er dis r,ppointin . The wa t e r is t oo cold f or 
nrtur al spawnin G fll1d the r~te of ~ro 'lth of l? l an ted spat is t oo slaIN t o be r ofi t
oble. I np r ovcd t echniques f.lRY eventuf'lly produce bett er r esults, ho e e r , s t " 
. itia l eff orts ht~e not been too d e ternined. 

ByProducts. The discove r y just b ef ore the w r of the h i gh vitaoi n con t ent in 
oils r educed froLl fis h live rs t:nd visce r a p r ovided a lucr" tive addi t i on t o he 
fishernen's incone and established a n e';, industr'J in t hi s i mport?nt COIJf.1odity. 

·n r ocesses for producing vi t w::rins synthetical'ly threaten to r educe t he v alue of 
typo of fish "wp.ste" but will probably not supplant it a l t o,", e t her. 

The sheer wa ste of uncoun t ed tons of organic r efus e ~d triDOi~ s froD t he 
canneri e s of Al nska oRch yenr hp,s iong b een of concer n t o t houghtful p eople .,rho 
reAlized its value a s a conponent of f ertilize r s p.nd anil;lal f eeds . Cost of r -

he 

e 
t his 

uetion Rnd transporta tion outwcie~ed t he narke t v~lue , however, until r ec ently . 
Severnl snaIl ope,r ti0ns nre n o"., i n progress and it io: t o b e expected thn t the 
const['ntly i ncr e~sing deIJa.nd ' f or' o'r ganic Ill".. terial viII soon r esult in t he tiliza
ti on of nos t c~nnery wa ste. 

I'[halinf': . .Al nsk['.. 1 s orig ina l fi shery J whali n , be ,t:n in nor,t hern wa t e rs over a 
century ago. The'devel opnont of petrol eun nnd steel substitute s f or wha l e oi l and 
whalebone subsequently c nused t he industry t o iSr a dunlly a trophy unti l t od y t he r e 
is no Ala skon whnling pt ['..11. The abundance of , ... hal e s has subste.ntia lly i crease 
a s a r esul t and i I:!proving nar ke t conditions n. r e no,., c l",using r enewed in t e r es t in 
thi s fi shery • 

Thes e a ninals, like walruses , still p r ovide ~ vita l s our ce of f ood and fuel 
fo r tho Eskino people of t he n orth e:.u t ,"l r e :10t I3xplo i t ed c ormer ci a lly by th en. 

- ture Possibili ti es~ Ev en t odi ? t he r e is 11 ttl e lmowl edse conee rn~~ the a un-
hee, distribution 2nd ch~raet eristics of t he nWJerous var~eti es of sea life th~t 

. ndoub t edly abo~'1d in .Al t: sl~n. ls constal wat erso Although t h o r el a tiv el y f e speci es 
t h8 t support t he f~sheri os of t ode¥ e r e being devel oped even beyond the ir cepncity 
fo r sustain'ed p r od\lcti o!l , 11 wea l t h of othe r [la rine f oo d r e s our~ e s s til l r eLlllin 
unt app ed. The Gover nnont is 1 t e l y encour ", i n .:; explo r~ti on of f a r west e rn d 
no rthern wnters to discover ne", g r ounds nnd potenti al fish e ri e s . This wor k will 
p rovide a nuch better ideE! of t he po t cn ti n.l s eafood? ailable "nd will p r o ably 
r lso initia te sone n ew i ndustri f' l nctivi t ; . The Eeri n Sea p?rticul prl h~ s n 
... hal l ow , level, nuddy b otton of ps t r r ea t ha t is i dee ll;y suite 0 t.o p r od c io 
of trenendous qUCl.n ti ti es of fish . Southe,,", s t e r n .Al R S e, is under stood n d de el o a 
to tho lini t of its potonti nl ri h t no " , but !Juch r Ema i ns t o be I e" r ncd c bout ~he 
nore dist ant r e . i ons o 

Gove r nnen t A~li nistr~ti on History. I t re be6 inning , of cour se , fi he r ne ook 
fish in the Do st convenient [1ftnner po ssible nd c !ls~rvati on s i or ad. Ill-
p vis e ~r~ctices 6nde t .ensel e s f el t in a s short n ti l e s hat 
C n~r ess in 1889 deen d it nac es sa~y t o p r o ,ibit t he e r ec i o CA r o r 
l lrr~cade s i n s nl non stre~~s . .At t e s rne t i ne t he Offic e of 
~isheries was est, blished unde r the Secreta r r of t e r ee sur 
a n i n estig, tion a s a b ("l sis f o r 1 e-, i s l .ti Ol t hat ... oul d p l a c t.o i ds r y on a 
sound , sUst" i:1ed f oo ti n . h i s stud' disco ·e r ed hat he: s co. ti l nlly 
s ized eve r since: fish er y p r o l ens p,re so ever l Rstingly coopl ex , i tric~ 
vari a le tha t their s ol tio is 10 <:.> r:ld di ff icul 

Jurisdict i o. 0 fur s a ls E' d f· 
~asury p rtn n t to t he nrtue. t o f onner cc 

t 0 Bureau of Fisheri es. .e Bu..r a 
: t e rior in 1939 an t e f oIl 'J ' near 

"'urvey t o f or :l t h Fish ~d v' l dl' f S ' 1"/ i e . 
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......... ~ .. --------------------------~ 
Gove rnnen t Re~ulpti on cmd 1-1ana,:;eocnt . La.ws .;,ovcrnin"., t he a d..'1 i n i s tra tion of Alaskan 
fisheries der ive .fron 'Co116r essional' Acts , SO De of which ::1ake specific p rovisions fo , 
contro l, while othors . c1 8" a tc c ort r.in b ro der fields t o the Secret r y of t he 
Interior for h is superyisi ; n . The Act of 1906 p roh ibited wan t on w, ste of fish , 
a sse'ssed a sDall case , pack tax, r equi r ed subnission of sta tistics by fishery oper
a tors and gav e t~e Socrct arJ ~utho rity t o p r ohibi t cODDerci ~ l fishin in s treaos . 
The other no re i nportan t C'l.ct upon !. ich r e{~ l a ti ons Rr e be.sed i s t he" 1i te Act " of 
1924 whic.:l p r ohi b ited all cOnDerci a l fishir.g be t ween 6 ;00 p . r. .• Sa turd['y r_'1d 6:00 C'. . 

:,foClday , estn.ll li shed t he' p rincip l e t hat es cape!'.len t s· .ould eq <\1 catch, ad o ve t he 
S8cre t a r y r a t her, b roa d powers t o oake rebUla ti ons he fel t necessary to co servation 
The Secre k .ryls ,['.u ~il0 rity <-'.:.1d responsibility is d isch'-'.r ,., ed t h r ough the Brand of 
A1Rslm Fi sh ori e s of t he Fish and ' iofil dlife Service. 

It is a fU!lction of t he Fish ~.nd ildlife Ser vice t o d e terDi ne the best Deans 
of !'.lnnRgi ilg t he fish eri es of Al e.S ICE'. through r s <3c rch and observati o and , ~i th t hat 
In owl edge , to. f or nula te r egul a ti ons nJl ' enforce t :Lcn. A considera le v ol e of 
c onpl ex regul a ti ons hns &r 2du21ly cv ol v d t o co trol and p r eserve t e v a ri ous 
fisheri us and t hey C.r e eJ.l0i ded endl essly to : le ot chan in,'; needs a1 con i ti ons . 
Fisher nen , oper a t ors al G. r esident Ala skc2l1s a re consul t'ed lly in an effort to 
secu r e t he benefits of <' s wide exp eri enc e and knowledGe a s po ssible. 

Fish ~ aild Wildlife Service - Or?-nnizn tion . The Fish and 'fil dlife Service a s a \'/holo 
has \'dde sp read duties tha t ar e nnti ona.l r:>.tHt cv en 1110rl dwid e i scope , and is con
cer :1od wi t h p r :>,ctica lly ev er y i nport on t i t eD of ."ildlife a s well a s fish in t e 
Uni t ed sta t es ; Al a ska r s fish e ri e s a re b t one of its concerns . m}e Branch of 
Al e.s1m Fishe ries is the s11bdivisi on of t he Se r vi ce i rx:wdi n t e ly conc er ned wi th 
nrulE\~eLent Rj1d enfo rc en ~nt in Aln s!Q1. of bo t h cOr:!!lc rci a l fis h a'1d fur sea l s . It is 
C'.dvis cdl;y 2s sis t ccl \vit~ sci e!'.. t ii'ic r es oC'.rch cond'lc t ed by t he Alas! a Inv es tigati ons 
of t te Branch of Fishery Bi olosy. Chi e fs of the s e Brnnches L2VC he~dquarters a t 
~·lc.sh in~t on , D. C., but C'. ctua l ~d::lini s tr r.. t i on of t ho \1:0 rk in Al p.skn is perfor e 
tho Regi onal Director Rt Ju~e [>.u. Unde r tlJ.o ileg i onal Director p.r e fishery field 
c~cnts wco adoi nis t e r surroundinb ~istrict s f r on he~dquart ers a t Fa ls e P~ss * , 
Chi g:J.ik* , Kodi nk , Na1~ek*, A..'1 d .cr R[;c*, Cordov a , Ye_":1l.tat* , Junee.u , Sitka , Craig , 
'lrangell and Ketchik2Tl . 

A son ewb :,t diffe r ent o r a:1izntion portEtins to the Pribilof fur seul operation , 
which is independent of t he Ju.'1eau Regiona l Office . The Superi nten Gi t and his 
s t2ff have seasonRl her..dqu a rtors a t both SORttl e nnd the Pribilofs a nd wo r k di r ect] 
unde r t he ccnt r~l offic e in WC'. sh ine ton , D. C. All ~.ctiviti e s cov eri nG fur sea ls 
r r c , of cou rse , SU? j cct further t o t te t e r n s of t : e int erna tione l convention with 
C'1l12da . 

T!10 halibut fis he ry is outsid.e the purvi o\l/ of t he 7ish and vi l dlife Service , 
except in Ga tt ers of enforc e .. ent, 2 S it is D?_naged a'1d t egul a ted by the Inter-
112ti ollal Fi sheri es COG:Ji ss ion establi shed UIlde r treat y wi t h Canada. All other 
cOLmerci a l fisheri es in Alaskan t erritori a l water s , hO\vever, a r e subject under l aw 
t o r egulati on by the Fish and Wildlif e Servic e. 

* Seasona l only . 
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