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The crab pot represents the 
a est in a rather long line of in

genious devices for catching crabs, 
sc e of which have been patented. 
ts construction is ve ry si, ple and 

e materials are relatively inex
pensive. It, too, has advantages in 
hat little at ' ention is required 

other than t he few minutes needed to 
take out the crabs and rehait it, al
though it reMain:::; in continuous 
operat' on . Bait such as enhaden or 
alewives is readi y available , in 
ost cases, fro the trap fishermen. 

~uite often , the pot will catch its 
own bait and help cont rol predators . 

Briefly, it is cubical in shape, each surface be i ng 24 i nche s souare. 
The material in the body of the pot is cOI:lmercial gra.de, l-;~ inch mesh , doub_y 
~alvani~d , d18 gauge chicken wire. This si ze .esh wi_I be more se lective 
i n the si~ of crabs taken. The lower funnels, usual one on each si de, 
are made of l - inch mesh for great er stabil ity . Pots mad e of I-inch me sh 
throughout wi I be found effect:ve in catcb~ng large eels as well as cr abs. 

rabs attrac ted by the bait, enter the lower chamber, f i nd theoselves 
h arted in reaching the bait by the wire mesh , Clove i nto the uppe r chanbe r 
hrougn a second set of funne s and fi~d it diff iC Ul t t o e s cape . 

Traps are usually set individually in a long l ine , or i n a se rie s of 
short li nes parallel to each other, about one hundred feet apart , i n water 
varying from one to ten fathoms in depth. Fishing is usual ly done by a two 
man crew in a 35-4~ foot boa.t but can be accomplishe ' by one man . 
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17 6" of I t" mesh 
wir e netting, 
18 g3uge, 
24 " wide 

18" of 1" Mesh 
Wir e Netting , 
20 Gauge 
24 " Wide, 

5 ' Heavy flexible Wire 

3/16" Rod Iron 
( 17 ' For Fr amewo rk, 

l' Fo r At t 3chinp 
Bait Box To P3r titi on) 

Sheet Ir on Or Lead Pl ate 

Fi s h Line , At Least 
21 Thr ead, or #/8 v/ire 

9 Thread Rope 

Cl othes Pi n 

Fl oa t 

We i gh t or ancho r 

METHOD 

176" --
=-T-------~ .. 86· ------------

SliES ~ 

CU TT I NG GU I DE 

l 

--~~ K ~I " - _ ,,' I 

f-+------H-" . I 

---rIm.:: 
~ 

2 

1. ~ake funnels by twisting to
Qether the ed0es of two pieces 
of netting along the shor t edges . 

2 . ~ake ba it box by r olling st rip 
of netting into a cylinder. 
F3st en by bend in c the wir es a long 
the ver tic31 se3m . Sl3sh th e t op 
of t he Gylinder in three p l aces , 
t o make f ou r t3 bs at the top, 
3bout three inche s deep . Be ncl 
these down ove r each other to 
c l ose t he top of the cylinder . 

3. M3ke sides of the Do t bv bending 
a pi ece 0 1 netting 24 " X 96" into 
3 square . Twist the cut edges of 
the nettin g toget he r t o fasten 
a lon ~ t he vertical seam . 

4. 

5 . 

Make bo tt om of pot from piece of 
ne tting 24 " square , with a hole 
in t he cen t e r 4" in diameter .. 
Att ach bait tax to this hole by 
twisting the wire togethe r along 
the j unct i on . Ti e 3 ' of 9 thr ead 
r ap eta the top a f th e b ox . 

Attach 4" X 4" p l at e to th e 
bottom of ba it box . Make t~o 

wire hin ges on one side , and 
us e a cl e thes p in fo r the ca tch 
on the oppos'.jt e side . l 1e 
clothes pin to the nettin g , 
l eav ing eno ugh p l py to l e t it 
s li D ove r erine of' nl ale . - , 
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6 . Attach bottom section to th e 
si des by twistinQ the ne tti ng 
toge the r aJong th e tw o cu t edges 
with proje cting pr ongs . 

7 . Be nd 3/16" rod iron into two 
squares , 24" to a side. 

e. Lash t~ese ir on squa r es to two 
opposite sides of the po t . Use 
e ither wi r e or fishline . Pt the 
same time , catch in the unattached 
sides of th e bottom sec tion , so 
th a t it is now secu re ly attached 
to t he side s . 

9 . Cu t four ho l es , one on each side , 
2" f r om the bo tt om . These sh oul d 
be l:::{:>1 in size and 
shape . ..., Attach f unne l s, 
sm:ll l enj in, bv twisti no cut 
ed()es of wi re t oge th er . 

10 . Wa ke part ition by bending piece 
of nettinp 32 " X 24" int o an ar ch, 
~ ivin0 3 final ou tsi de d imens i on 
of24 " X2 4" . Cut tw o s lits in 
the top of the arch , 6" l ong , and 
bend t he wires L~ck and up. 

11. In se r t par titi on . ~he l owes t Dart 
sho1J l d be about e" from the fl oor 
of t he pot . Att2ch by bend in g 
w ir e son cu t sid e s , s nd 1 a s ~l i n 0 
wit h wire or fishline 210ng th e 
strai oh t ed0es of t he ne tting . 

12 . Brin g r ope f r om bai t box up t hr ough 
pa rtiti on , and ti e t o an 5" pi ece 
of rod ir on which is then wove n 
in t o the mesh at th e top of t he 
arch . 
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13 . ALt ach Lop , a pi ece of netting 
4" sq uar e , t o the sides on three 

sides , tending the wires together 
on two of t hem , and l ashing with 
wire or fishline on th e other . 
Leave one s ide open , ch oosin~ a 
side of the top piece which has 
s tr ainh t edre . ke inforce the 
edoes of this open i ng with a pie ce 
of heavy , f l exib le wir e , weaving 
it into the mesh across the edge 
of thc lop , and back a l ong th e 
urrer edre of t he s i de . Ti e rope 
from bait box t o ce nt e r of t op , 
and tie anothe r kno t a t the end 
of t he rope . This s erves as a 
handle . 

14 . ~ake a c::;tch f r om a 10" pi ece of 
heavy , f l ex i Lle wir e . Twis t one 
end around the mesh on the side , 
and weave the res t i nt o the mesh 
of the top . 

15 . The finishcd crab po t, i n positi on, 
requires the addition of a r ope , 
tied to th e corner , and att ached 
first to a we i gh t, and t hen to a 
float. 
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