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lli a or s 

Pr~pare d in the Div i sion of Fishe r " Piolo-' 

The alli a t or be l o _f,s to the Orde r ero odilia vhich i i h 
po r t ons of t he lobe , in r egions 0 r onical e e a 
and}1 i d atmo s phe r e . The s e anima l s are our 1 fTest 
i ng a len~th of 30 feet . T~e were on e dis~r i bu ed 
i ndi cat d by foss ils , but the Ii -in . r epres e t ive s he o r de r ar d 
t o t he s emi - t r opi ca l r egions, a fffW s t rayin 0 of hes e areas i n 0 

r egi ons wa rmed by currents f r om the tropics . 

Amonp" the 21 s ec i es of r ocodi li a s he r e a r e onl 
inhabi t i n , orth eric and t he other the Yang s e - vian_ 
is but l i t~ l e s t r uctur a l di ff renee e~~e en a crocodile 
Ame r ican alli ge.to r (All i gator .Lis si s si , . iensi s ) , i. h i 
por tion of the frnited States , is di s ti n uis hed fro t he 
fo llows: 

~ntir B head broad ; b lunt l y r 0 nded at snout . 

11i. 

The Plligatc , Al l i~ tor ~issis s i 
Read r iang.ular j b coming- n r rO to a r d 8 0 t . 

The ero orli I e , ero o rii 1 )S 

OrC" 

di scuss i on of other structural di ffe r en es ma he fc 1 1 i~ ~i "1 5 ' 

of t he 1\ 0 I d" u·h l l s h ,. d S ur is r liu l on , fJ "0"1,; 1910 . 
Seve r a l s e i es of t 0 crO oCliles , alTlOnp- h eM P"~ s f, l - 'rut r 

. ( er a t' di l us ,o rosus ) , anrl t~e IIf ri ~ n crO o'El ( " . ,ilotL ) 
dt..nge r OUS---C l iian.-ThFJ man- eatinr s pe ,i s &re , o ' ·v 
of t h~ or O cdil os wi l l rlsh to cove r e~ s·~ht cf rn . • 
s eem t o be p. r t i c l urly ino~f0nsivc; hO l ~h srm r 0' 

i s nr o .. ' l e , how('ve r, ~ \1. c rt5i i ul url ' l a r P' i 
mi hi;. ~ t ern t\.. d to a tt ck a IT,a L ud ~t c' ou 1, 
h., mt • 

llig tor s be come ul 
guished l unds 
.~ ~ t 

s 



is about 18 inches, at 2 1/2 yea r s they r each a l eng th of 3 feet , 9 inches. 
Subsequent growth is s teady and r api d under f avorabl s- conditionB. 

Ve r y large alli ga·to r s are rare -no1va.days;. and ' a 12-foot s pec i men would be I 

conside r ed a giant . There was time ~n Flor i da when al li gators 14 and 15 fe e t ( 
long wer e of no great r a r ity, bu t i t · i& ·doubtfu l if t he r e is an indivi dual 
living in Florida t oday that can a'ppr oach such measur ements . The alli gato r is 
becoming r a r e in mo s t sect ions of t he s ou t h an'd exte rmina t ion is not far 
distant . The comme rci a l value of t he hides has been an i !1lpo r ·t ant factor in 
t hinni ng i ts numbe rs, it being e stimated t hat ove r two mil li on .were kil l e d 
in Flori da be t ween 1880 and 189 4 . ~':any are a lso killed fo r s port. The 
i ndi sc r imi na t e co lle cti on of the young a ls 6 as s ists in t he r edu ct ion of 
numbe r s . Young a ll igator s f r equent shallow wa t ers to avoi d f r lling prey to 
l a r ge fi s h and t ur tl es . In suc h pl a ce s t hey are ea s i l y cap tured . They a r e 
so l d t o cur i o dea l ers, t hen ce t o tourists f r om the North who ca rry t hem away 
to endur e a slow dea t h from s ta r va tion . 

The alli ga tor i s v e r y vora cious, its foo d consisti ng of fis h, m~mals , 

and birds . The young fe e d mos t l y on fi s h, t o ge t he r with fro gs , tadpoles , an d 
i ns ects . 

The f oregoing inf orma t i on i s ab s t r ~cted from the Rept ile Pook and 
t1 11eptile s of t he uorld, It by P . L. Di tma r s . Further informat io n r ega r di ng 
al li ga t or s and c r oco di l e s may be found i n the followin~ books : 

Stevenson, Charl es H. - Utili zati on of the s ki n s of aquatic animals . 
(Lea t he r f r om a lli gato r sk ins, p . 342~ In Report of t he • S . 
COIlLrn i s si one r of Fis he r i e s , Part 28 , 1902 . Out of print , consul t 
i n li br ari e s . 

Smi th, liug:h ~IT . - Re port on the fi s he ri e s of t he s outh At l an ti c St a t es . 
(No t e s on the a lli gat or i ndus t r y , p . 343 . ) In Rulle ti n, T. .... . ( 
Pureau of Fi she r i e s, Vo l, XI , fo r 1891 . Out of print . 

Ditma rs , R. L. - The Reptile Book o Publis he d by Do ubl e day, ~age ~ Co ., 
New York, 1907 . (472 pages.) Pri ce about 4. 00 . 

Ditmar s, R. L . - Rep t ile s of t he lI:orld . Pub lis hed by Sturgi s ,R,; V" a lton, 
1ITew Yo r k; 1 910. (372 pages .) Pri ce a bout 05 . 00 . 

Reese , Al be r t ~,< . - 'T'he Br ee di ng Habi ts of the Flori da .A lli e:a t or. Pub·
lis he d i~ the Smi t hs oni an Mis ce llaneous Colle ct io ns . V;1.48 190 7 . , 
l)p . 381- 387 . 

Reese , Al be rt ~~ . - The Deve lopment of the Ame r i c8.n Alli ga t or, publi she d 
in Smi ths oni an Pisc ellaneous Colle ct i ons , _ o. 179 1, \. 0 1. 51, 1908, 
pp . 1- 66 . 

Al li ga to r s : How t o keep t hem down 
f or S e pt . 15, 192 3, pp . 5 !±- 5 5 • 
New Yo r k Ci ty . 

on t he f arm ~ In Li te r a r y Di ge s t 
Publis he d by Funk & Wagna ll s , 

Excep t in t he bree di n g s e son the r ~ appears to , be no sure way t o diffe r
enti a t e the s exes at si ght . 

The r e is, or ha s b een , an a lliga tor "fa r m" a t ea ch of t he f ollowi n g 
place s: 

35367 

Palm Pea ch, Flori da 
Lo s Ange l e s, b a l ifo rni a 
Tampa, Flori da 
Ja cksonvi lle , Florida 
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