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oountry and abroad by a numb" r of pa t ents, cons i s ts of r emoving from a. 
living peo. rl oyste r a pie ce of mantle and using it a s a bag into which 
is placed a small fragment of she ll of the fre sh wate r mussel. The mouth 
of the bag is then ti ed with a thread o.nd the who l e thing is ins e rte d 
into an incision made in the subcutaneous tissues of anothe r pe arl oyster. 
The thread is withdrawn o.nd the wound disinfec t ed. The oyste r is thon 
r e turned to the s eo. ~ This process is extreme ly delicate o.nd r equire s 
great skill. Nearly 60 pe rcent of the oyste rs treated by Mikimoto's 
me thod will produce peo.rls but about 7 years o. r e r equired to r aise a. 
pearl of a size suitab l e for a. fine ne cklace. Dur ing t his pe riod of 
time e.n o.verage of 20 p~ rcent of the oysters wi ll die and only 4 or 5 
pe rcent will conto.in pearls good enough to be mnrke t ed. 

The succe ss of Mikimoto's ente rpris e was due to the fact t hat besides 
a ve ry find t echni que, he also deve l oped a. pro. ctical me thod of cultivo.tion 
of the pearl oyste ro All his oyste rs a r e r ai s e d on pearl oyster f a rms 
comprising 40,830 acre s of s en bottom. The me thod of f a rming consists 
in obtaining a s e t of oyste r larvae on s pe ci a l co lle ctors coa ted with 
lime and placed in wi r e ba s ke ts. The colle ctors are l owe r e d to a depth 
whe r e the fre e swimming l arvae a r e most abund~nto Seve r a l months l a t er 
the colle ctors a r e r emove d o.nd t he young oyste rB .attache d to them a r e 
place d in wire cage s suspende d from r a f ts. At r e gular interva ls the 
cage s o. r e t o.ken u p to clean t he she lls and t o r emove debris o.nd dend 
orgo.nismst) The ex t ent of Mikimoto 's enter pris e can b e judge d by the 
f o.c t that be f or e the war it employe d ove r 1, 000 pers ons and pl o.nte d 
about three million oyste rs annua lly . 

Culture pearls cnn b e produce d in a ll pearl-bea ring mollusks, a s for 
ins tance , Aus tralio.n a nd Ameri can pearl oys t ers, t he aba l one , Pi nne. (Sea 
Wings or Pen She lls), and certain fre s h wa.tor muss e lso No penrls can be 
r a is ed i howeve r, in the e dib l e oyste r s , clruns, sca llops, s ea muss e ls, and 
othe r mollusks the she lls of which have no lustrous no.cre o Limy f orma tions 
occasionally found in the s e mollusks attache d t o t he ir s he lls or inside the 
tissue s have nO va lue . In produc ing cultur e pea rls the mollusks s hou ld be 
ke pt f or a l ong t ime in t heir na tur o. l environment we ll supplied with cleo.n 
wo.te r and foodo 

The Fish and Wi ldlife Se rvice is not e ngage d in any investiga ti ons r e 
go.rding tho culture of pearls and doe s not r e commend a ny me t h ods deve l ope d by 
va ri ous pers ons no r doe s it supply muss e ls a.nd othe r mollusks f or t his pur-
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