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interior, oil accouiit of tlic difficulty in trausportiug tliuni in good con- 
dition to distnnt points, and because tlie Western m i ~ l ~ e t s  are at the 
time g lu t td  with cheatper fish from tho Great Lnkcs. I t  would serin 
desirable to hare some good fish, like tlie red snapper or striped bas,.r, 
i u  sych abuticlance during the winter iiiouths t h a t  the people of  tlie 

Tho 
ritpid exhaustion of the old red-snapper grounds leads me to believe 
I l l a t  these fish are not holding th& own against tho inroads of inaii, 

:ind their habits and life history show that they cannot do so. 
Aside froin the work of ascertaining the best may to propag,.,ite Gnlf 

lish, and of introducing new species there, t h e  informatioii so gainctl 
would be of value to the South Atlantic coast. The striped bass oc- 
c u &  iii tile Nortbern G U I ~  matcrs, but not abnndautly. I t  is alwqw i i i  

iiiie condition wlicn captured, and is highly esteemed as foocl. Spawn- 
iiig adults and t h e  young fish are occasionally tidccn. Bositles trying to 
discover the best may to hatch the common native fishes nnd others, i t  
would be well also to try to determine tile results of the stocking with 
sli:td and salmon of the Southern rivers tliatempty into the Gulf. Prob- 
itblx an intelligent use of gill-i:ets at the mouths of these rivers at the 
lwoper season would be of value in thab  direction. 

Any work of propagation done on the coast of Texas, or relittble in- 
ibrrngttion concerniug the improvement of the fish supply of th:tt,Statr, 
would be heaxtily appreciated by a people who ;it present are in great 
iieccl O S  good food-fish. While engaged in work of a practical nature, 
t liere would be opportunity for making large collections of specimens, 
aiid niany things could be preserved that woixld be of scientific T U ~ U O  
to  the National MHseuni, while a thorough study of t h e  inarine iiiver- 
tc1ir:btes would be of special value and interest, siiice so little has been 
done in that direction in these waters. Tho force a t  I P O J ~  would be 
qualified to make such collections. A small beam-trawl coulcl be worlrcd 
iyith good results, in thosamemanuor as from thoEnglish sttiling tr:rwler; 
iin(1 if it, was foand advisable to have soine hatching a]tl);tr~t~xs on 1tottrd, 
there m o ~ l d  be ample room for placing a small engine and hatchiug- 
jars. 

South aud West c0ultl depentl npbu a reasonably collstallt supply. 

PENSACCOLA, lkh., April 20, 1885. 

85.-PROPAC:AT'ION O P  BALMON IN SALMON IRIVER,  QB\VSGO 
COUNTY,  N E W  YOBEC. 

B y  JOHN D. COLLINS. 

1li;~ve been greatly interested in tho Rpamniug efl'orts O S  t bu  8aS'a?m3 
8uZar in Salmon River for several years, and have wondered fhat'tlie 
subject has not loug ago attracted more attention. The folloming de- 
tails are not upon per80nal knowledge, but were reltited to me  by Mr. 
Cross, of Pulaski, N. Y., now deceased, who iu his lifetiine owned the 
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inill and dain there. My last couvcro:\tioii 
with-him was about three years ago. I believe the ililorinatiou per- 
fectly reliable. 

Salmon River was long ago the spawning gronnd of salmon, 111) to I lie 
time this dam was built. 
pation of the rCSid6ntS all tho WiLy from near the mouth 111) as fhr ; i s  

tlie High Falls (about 7 miles below the village of Eedficld), $1, distaticc: 
of some 25 or 30 tniles by course of the river. This fall is a perlwtitlic: 
ular drop of some IO0 to 120 feet, :~nd  untier it is a deep pool iir tlril 
rocks of 900 or more feet in diameter. ‘l‘he stream is more or less rapi(l, 
ui-ied with flat ciirrcnt ; is crossed by the Rome, Watertown, aittl Og- 
densburg &ailroad at Sandy Bank, aud proltably at Pnlaslii. 1 thirrk 
tlieio is also a darn a t  Sand Bank. Tlie mater.of tllc stream (a ritthl~~ 
large one), :IS far :is I have traveled it, is of excecdiug clearrvm and 
trans p a re n cy. 

Mr. Cross aboiit four or five years ago first informed me of the nunu:il 
presence of .wltnon at his (lam, aud their efforts to get aver it during 
the inoritli of June; that their eff‘orts were very persistent, and that 
~01ne of the strottgcst males would even jump 80 as to go over it; also 
that :tnunally many were caught i i i  seines below the dam. I suggested 
to hiin t h a t  he should build a fishway, but i t  was found that the laws 
were so defective iu  respect to nets and’ seines that it was not espo- 
dielit. In ;I later iuterview he told me it was proposed to cut a spill- 
way or overflow around the dgm, and that powder hitd been purchased 
for tlie blasting of rocks; still later that such a channel had beeii cut, 
; ~ n d  lie thought a few had gone up it. This was :%bout two years ago. 
Mr. Cross died soon after, and I have no later information. 

From these facts it seems that this point is the only water in t11~ 
Statu of New Yorli where saliiion have over returned after their spemn- 
ing placc~s l1a\7e bcw once broken up. I liavo supposcd that this was 
on account of the fineness of the water, which in clearness would seem 
to resemble that of tlie Eestigouohe of Nova Scotia, where they 
abouiid. J t would seein as it’ by ii little public eBort this stream could 
be reestablished as a spawning ground, especially by proper fi,qhmaye 
and absol lite protection for a year or tvo  until oiice,fairly established. 
9’0 this elid some special legislation would be reyaired, among which 
would be tlic protcotiou of ((black salmon” at all times, under scz’ers 
pennlfies, as iu Canada. This salmon is a great protection to the spawii- 
ir i g grounds, 

The wetcrs allio of Fish Greek, in Lewis 00u11ty, beadiug Dear thosc: 
of S:iltnoti River, were formerly the spawning ground of salmon, par- 
ticular 1y :it WhiLt is known as (‘ ShelePs H010,~7 i n  the town of Lcwis, 
b u t  wcre broken up by many high dams on the st,rearns. This Rtreaiil 
oinpties iirto 1i:iko Ontario tbrongh Oneida Lake. 1 hear of 110 attempts 
of salmon to asccncl this strcom, although it is possible. 

Thp, dam is 9 feet in height. 

Tile spearing of salmon mas an importatit oiwi 

Vrrcn, N. Y., illay 32, 1885, 


