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" Behold the dainty courides, my friend,
And see theso lobsters; see how red they are,
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ceux qui l'examinent; il n'est point do si pcrit cr,M ou
elle no soit Inepuisable."

"Wir fmden zwar boy a'llen Scribenten der uatltr­
lichen Historic eino Beschreibung des Fluskrebses,
wenn man aber alles was sie YOIl selbigem gesagct
zusammnimmt, BO kommt so wenig horaus, dass anch
hier das Sprichwort, Quotidiana vilcBount, was wir
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I.-THE AMERICAN LOBSTER: A STUDY OF ITS HABITS AND DEVELOPMENT.

By FRANCIS HOBART HERRICK,
Protessor of Biology ill Adelbert College of Wester» Reser'lle [lni7Jenity.

,INTRODUCTION.

1.

While working on the embryology of Alpheus several years ago, I decided to study
the development of the lobster for the purpose of comparison. All opportunity was
offered in the summer of 1889, which I spent at the laboratory of the United States
Fish Oommission at Woods Hole, Massachusetts. In the spring of that year I had also
received, through the kindness of Dr. G. H. Parker, a considerable quantity of embryo­
logical material of the lobster, representing particularly its later stages of development.

In the spring of 1890 I was invited by Hon, Marshall McDonald, United States
Oommissioner of Fisheries, to prepare as complete a work as possible upon the habits
and development or general biology of the lobster. Accordingly during the past five
years I have devoted all the time which could be spared from professional duties to
this research. For a part of each summer, from June to the latter part of August, I
have enjoyed the excellent facilities for study which the laboratory of the Fish Com.
lllission at Woods Hole affords, andin the autumn of 1893 I was enabled to carry my
observations into the field by a journey along the coasts of Massachusetts and Maine
and into the Province of New Brunswick.

The materials, therefore, upon which this work is based have been gathered from
a large number of different points, although the most systematic and prolonged
obServations have been made at Woods Hole. In this pleasant task I have been aided
by the friendly efforts of many who have made collections, particularly of eggs, at
'Widelyseparated parts of the coast and at different times of the year. These I have
gratefully acknowledged in the pages of this work.

To everyone at the Woods Hole station I am indebted for many kindnesses, but
particularly to Hon, Marshall McDonald, whose aid and encouragement I have con­
stantly received, and to Mr. Richard Rathbun, of the United States Fish Commission,
'Who has forwarded my plans in every possible way.

II.

During the course of this study I have published several papers embodying the
results of my researches (91-93,96-101),' but these should not be consulted without
reference to this final revision of my work. Whatever errors this may contain I must
~ve for other naturalists to rectify.

,I Italic fignres in parentheses refer to the numbers of publications ill the Bibliography at the end
of this paper.' ,
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The lobster, though it may be rightfully called the King of the Crustacea, in
consideration of both its size and strength, its abundance and economic value, had,
until recently, been singularly neglected by naturalists. Even its breeding habits
were not understood, and so little was our knowledge of many phases of its general
biology that I determined from the first to devote ample time to this important subject,

Rathbun, who brought together what was known concerning the habits of the
lobster in a contribution to the Natural History of Useful Aquatic Animals, published
in 1887 (155), spoke as follows:

Although the lobster is one of the most important of our food invertebrates, careful observa­
tions regarding its natural history, and especially its breeding habits, rate of growth, etc., have been
strangely neglected. This fact is greatly to be deplored, considering that the l~bster has rccently
become the subject of important legislation by the several States which it inhabits and that its culti­
vation by artificial means has been frequently attempted. " " • The success attending the artifieial
breeding of several of our food-flshes has inspired the hope that similar methods might succeed with
regard to the lobster, and many persons are now awaiting with interest the results of experiment in that
direction. It is very certain, however, that the breeding of lobsters can never be successfully carried
on until we have become acquainted with at least the main features of their natural history. The
artificial cultivation of animals can only progress through the fultllhnent of' natural laws, which
must be thoroughly understood before they can be properly applied. As it is, however, the would-be
experimenters in the matter of lobster breeding must still follow a very uucertain pathway, meeting
with numerous failures which previous studies might have arrested (p. 781).

Many facts relating more particularly to the larval development and reproduction
have important economic bearings, and for the benefit of those who have neither the
time nor inclination to read the details of this paper I have added a careful summary
of the principal observations and conclusions at the end (Chapter XIV).

Under the subjects discussed in the various chapters I have given all the impor.
tant historical references, and have added a full bibliography. There has grown up
around every well- known animal like the lobster a considerable mass of popular
pseudo-scientific literature, which is of no value either as literature or science. and
may well be ignored.

III.

The lobster is singularly free from common names, in this country at least. It is
rarely confused with any other animal unless i ; be with the Palinurus of the Pacific
Ooast and the West Indies, and with some of the larger species of crayfish, all of Which,
however, are very distinct, the latter being inhabitants of fresh water.

Patrick Brown tells us in his "History of Jamaica," published in 17~9, that the
Palinurus was then commonly called the" horned lobster or great crayfish." The terms
rock lobster and spiny lobster are still applied to it in this country and in Europe,
but the entire lack of large claws-c-one of the most striking characteristics of the
lobster-its spines, brilliant coloring, and enormous antennas, should prevent the
most inobservant person from confusing it with so distinct a form.

The lobster, as I have explained in Ohapters II and III (pp. 55, 82), has acquired
numerous epithets while carrying eggs or passing through the various phases of
the molt.

The old generic name Astacus (l1fi"raxw;; or lJtT'Z"axoc;) was used by Aristotle and
the older naturalists down to the present century to embrace the crayfishes aurl the
lobsters proper. Aristotle thus speaks ill the fourth book of his History of Animals
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of "the small astaci, which are bred in the rivers" 1 showing that the reference is
undonbtedly to the crayfish.

Athemeus frequently mentions the Astacus in the third book of The Deipnosoph­
ists, where, as in the passage qnoted below, he undoubtedly had in mind the lobster.
This is from a famous poem of Arehest ratus, wherein, as Atheureus remarks, he never
once mentions the crab by the name of xapa(i(}(;, yet does speak of the atTraxo<;.

But passing our trifles, buy an ustaeua,
Which has long hands and heavy, too, but feet
Of delicate smallness, and which slowly walks
Over the earth's face. A goodly troop there are
Of such, and those of finest flavor where
The isles of Lipara do gem the ocean:
And many lie deep in the broad Hel lespont,

(The Deipuosoplrists ; Bk, Ill, tr. by C. D. Yonge, 1854.)

Athenreua then quotes from another author, Epicharmus, to show that the l1tTraxo<;

mentioned by Arcbestratus is the same as tbe xapa(io<;:

There are astaci and eolybdrenm, both equipped
With little feet uud long hands, both coming under
The name of Kllpa(30r.

The English word lobster is from the old English lopystre,2 which is probably a
corruption of the Latin locusta-English, locust-a name used by Pliny in speaking of
the lobster in his Natural History. 'I'hus, in the ninth book, he says: "The lobsters,
being of that kind which want blood, are protected by a weak shell." 3 In the next
section of the same chapter there is a sentence;' in which the astaei are mentioned as
one of the genera of crabs. It is possible that lobsters are here referred to, but the
meaning is doubtful.

Gesner, whose remarkable History of Animals was published at Zurich between
1551 and 1587, speaks of the lobster under the Aristotlean name of' Astacus, and adds
a very interesting synonymy. He says:

The English call the Astncus a creuyBeof the Bea," for the lopstar of the English is the locust, not
the astacue ; although Eliot in different places has translated aBtall/lB, locust, and leo as a Iopster."

I Toir (U1TUKOir /uKroi" OtyiYVOVTOl Kat tv Toi, 1rOTafl.oi,. .A. H, 4. 4.
» Lonqueta or laugusta, l,t lanqouste of the French, the Palinurus, probably has the same origin.

This was corrupted to "long oyster" ill the West Indies. (See The Natural History of Jumnica, by
HaIlS Sloane, vol , II, P- 271.)

"L'lCustm crus~a fragile muninrrtur in eo gonere quod caret sang-nine. Latent menaibus quinis,
similiter canori qui eodem tempore occnltantur, et ambo veris principle senectutem auguium tuore
exuernnt renovationo tergorum. Lib. IX, Cap. XXX, sec. 50.

4 Canerornm genera carabi, astaci mueae, paguri, hcraoleotioi, leones et alia Ignobtllora, Ibid.,
sec. 51. .

n Grcul/se according to Skeat, is probably a variation in tho spelling of the Middle English for
crayfish (crayf-ish), -- C1'eviB, C1'el1Cs, cl'eviBIJ, or ol'el'cys j Old French, cl'cl'isBe, 01' eB')1'el'iBSC j Modern
l<'rench, eOrelJiBBe; Old High German, crehes ; Middle High German, krebez j Gorman, Erebs, allted to
Krabbe.

•• Anglis ustacus est a oreuyBe of the sea, nam lopstar Anglorum, Iocnsta est, non ustnoua ; quam­
quam Eliota d iversia locis nstacuui Iocuatum et leonem interpretatus a Lopster (75, De Astaco, pp.
113-121). [Eliota is Sir Thomas Elyot, who published a Latin-Euglish dictionary in 1538.]
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Some light is thrown upon this passage by the German translation of Gesner's
lIistoria Animalium, published at Frankfort in 1598, where the lobster is spoken of
as Humer oder grossen Meerkrebs. The Latin name Astacus is also given to it. A
paragraph, which I did not find in the original, is as follows:

These sea-crabs mentioned above, are called hy Pliny sea-elephants, on account of their size and
strength. They are also regarded hy some as sea-lions, and by such names are commonly known at
Montpelier. '

The lobster was also called by the Greeks xapp.apo<;, Latin gammarus, probably from
its arched back, from which Spanish, camaron, and the Italian gambaro are derived.
Gesner tells us that the crayfish, was often called simply gambaro, to distinguish it
from the lobster gambaro di mari; that to the French and Normans the lobster was
known as Homar; to the Germans as Humer. In Norway, Sweden, Denmark, and
Germany it is now called Hummer? This in French became Homard (Homar, Latin­
ized form Homarus). It has been suggested by Boeck that the name may possibly
have come from the Norse verb homa, meaning to go backward.

Gesner adds that the lobster was called by the Venetians astase »eoari andio; by
the Illyrians, larantola (or ca,ranthola), and by the Swiss, langroit or esereoice de mer.
The Dutch call the lobster Zeekruft or sea-crayfish, while it is known to the Turks of
Oonstautinople as liczuda or lichuda.

According to Boeck there are numerous poetical allusions to the lobster in the
Eddas and Sagas. Thus the sea is described as "the path of the lobster" in Olaf del'
Heilige's Saga, and in Olaf 'I'ryggvason's Saga it is said th'at "the wave- horses run
over the fields of the lobster," meaning the ships that sail on the waves. "To be at
the bottom with the lobster" is to drown, as in the song of Snigly Holle. "In the
Selkolle Songs of Einar Gilson, in Bishop Gudmund's Saga, the term" the light of
the lobster," equivalent to the fire of the sea or gold, is used. In the same place the
expression, "the horse of the lobster mountain," meaning the ship, is used. Finally
there is found in the poem Liknar-braut, the expression "land lobster," meaning a
serpent or dragon. (20, p. 224.)

IV.

Excluding from om consideration the Palinurus or langouste and the Norwegian
lobster, Nephropa norvegicus, two species belonging to this genus are now known,
namely:

HOMARua, Milne Edwards.

(1) Homarus qammaru« (Linn.j ; = Cancer garnmaru8 (Linn.j ;
= Homarue vulgari8 (M. Edw.) European Lobster.

(2) Homarus americanus (M. Edw.) American Lobster.

A third form, H. capensis, has been imperfectly described from the Oape of Good
Hope, but it is doubtful if it belongs in this genus. (See 102, p. 754, note 4.)

I Diese ohgenandte Meerkrehsz nennet Plinins Meerhelffant von wegen irer grosse und stiircke
werden sonst aueh von etlichen Meerlowen geachtet sind mit solchem Namen von menniglichen zu
Mompelier genennt worden . . . . . Fi8chbuah; tran8lated from the original of Oonrad Gesne» into
(Jerman by Oonrad Forer; p. 125; Franekfurt, 1598.

'I'he animal described and figured on the next page of this work and called the Small Lobster or
Small Sea-crab-.d8tacu8 rnal"inu8 parvu8-is probably a species of Galatea. Pu.linurus is described as
the Meer8tiiffel. Synonyms are: A Species of Lobster; A Kind of Large Bea-crab ; Locusta; Carubus.

"The old Norwegian and Danish writers, Pantoppidane (1752, 152), Striim (1762), Bomares (1767),
and Leerns (1767) speak of the lobster as Hummer, while hy Olafssens and Povelsens (1772) it is callell
Humar, aecording to Pabricins. These dates refer to works. For bibliography sec Otho and J. C.
Fubrieius ((J3-IJ4).
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I will now add a fuller synonymy of the technical names which have been applied
to the European and American lobsters.

JmROPEA~ SPECIES.

Astaous 1551. Rondelet (1G'7).
Aetacue rcru«. ' " 1618. Aldrovandus (2).
Astaeus ntm'in1l8 e01n1nuni8.1657. J oristou (107).
Astaells nwl'inu8 .•••••.••• 1553. Belou (15).

1758. Seba (179).
1762. Baater (8).
1777. Pennant (151).
1792. Fabricius (64).
1Rl1. Ollvler (143).
1838. Lam arc k (11.1)

[3d ed.].
1825. Desmarest (52).
1826. Risso (1CC).
1842. Rathke (teO).

Camecr gaJnlllaru8 . .. .. 1761. Linne (12.1).
1776. Miiller (139).
1795. Herbst (88) [2rl ed.].
1829. Latreille(Ll5)[2d cd.].

Astacus em·ollells ..•••• 1837. Couch (45).
Homarus vulf/aris . .. . . 1837. Milne I~dwltrds (58).

1853. Bell (14).
1863. Heller (87).

Homarus nla1·inus . • . • . 1868. Bate (10).
Aeiaou« fI1l11t1lla1·lIs ..• . 1819. Leach (117).

1857. White (20.1).
1893. Stebbing (18C).

HOmal'UN onnericamie .. 1837. Milne Edwards (58)
find most.subsequent
writers.

Astaells a1ltcrioa1l1Is •. . 1893. Stebbing' (186).

AMEUICAN SPECIES.

Asiacus mal'htllB america-
nus 1758. Seba (1'79).

Astaous1Itarinus 1817. Lat,reille (115)
[lst ed.}.

1817. Say (177).

Latreille,' ill 1810, designated as the type of the old genus Astaous the species
A.jluviatilis Fabricius (=Oanccr astacus Linne), which is the European crayfish. In
1815 Leach began to dismember this genus by giving to the Norwegian lobster the
name Ncphrops. Later, in 18H) (117),2 he proposed the generic term Potamobiu« to
embrace the true crayfishes, leaving the lobsters alone in possession of the Aristotelian
name. This division wonld transfer the type species of Astaous (A.fluviatilis) to the
genus Potamobius, which is contrary to the rules of zoological nomenclature, and can
not be accepted. In 1837 the lobsters were placed by Milne Edwards in a distinct
genus, Homarus, while the elder name was retained for the crayfishes. Spence Bate
was in favor of uniting the generic name of Milne Edwards to the specific name ot'
Fabricius, calling the European species Homaru« marinus (Fabr.), The proposal of
Leach "to use Astacu8 for the lobsters and to give a new generic name (Potamob-iu8)
to the fresh- water crayfishes," would, in the opinion of Huxley, "have had the ad van­
tage of retaining the primitive signification of llfJTaxo<;. But Potamobius had already
been used in another sense, and the.change introduced by Milne Edwards is so gen­
erally adopted that it would be confusing to attempt any further alteration" (102).
Previous to 1819 the name Potamobie had been used by Leach 3 in a list of the known
genera of Orustacea, It was, however, a nomen nudum, which would have permitted
the use of the name Potamobius for the crayfisbes had the genus been correctly formed.
Stebbing (186), apparently unaware of Latreille's restriction, proposed to restore the
old terminology of Leach.

According to Milne Edwards's classification, which I have adopted, the common
..European crayftsh should be called Astaeu» astaeue (Linn.], the European lobster
Homarus gammaru8 (Linu.j.and the American lobster Homarus americanus (M. Edw.),

I Consideratiolls Gel/em/es Sltl' l'Ordre Naiurel des .dni11laltx composant lee Classes des CI'lts/ace8, de«
.1mchnides, et dcs Inseotee, p. 422. Paris, 1810.

2 Georqe Samouelle'« Entolltologist's Useful C011l}Jend'iu11I, p.95. London, 1819.
3 Dietiolmaire de« Seienoes Naiurellee, XII, l). 75,1818.
POl' the preceding references I am indebted to the kindness of Dr. Walter Fnxou and Miss Ml\l'~' J.

Ha.thhnu, and I dcstre to aeknowledge the uirl I have received from them on the uomcnclaturc dlscuesed
in the last two paragraphs of this page.
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V.

Aithough the lobster has a place in the literaturc of the Old World, it is seldom
mentioned by American writers. Rathbun, who was the first to give a history of the
American lobster fisheries, says that the great abundance and rare flavor of the
lobster "are not infrequently mentioned in the early annals of New England, and it
probably formed an important element in the food-supply of the seacoast inhabitants
of colonial times. As a separate industry, however, the lobster fishery does not date
back much, if any, beyond the beginning of the present century, and it appears to
have been first developed on the Massachusetts coast, in the region of Oape Cod and
Boston, although some fishing was done as early as 1810 among the Elizabeth Islands
and on the coast of Oonnecticut, Strangely enough this industry was not extended
to the coast of Maine, where it subsequently attained its greatest proportions, until
about 1840." (156.)

In all account of marketing in Boston in 1740, among various kinds of meats and
game, "oysters and lobsters" are mentioned "in course, the latter in large size at
:3 half-pence each." (200, vol, II, p. 540.)

Kahn, the Swedish traveler, writing iII 1771, thus speaks of the abundance of sea
food on the shores of Long Island:

The soil of the southern part of the island is very poor; bnt this deficiency iR made up by a vast
quantity of oysters, lobsters, eraba, several kinds of tlsh, and numbers of water fowl, all of which are
there far more abundant thau on the northern shores of the istuurl. Therefore the Jndiuus formerly
chose the southern part to live in, because they subsisted 011 oysters and other prodnctions of the sea.
(108, vol, 2, PP' 226-227.)

'I'he older writers had little to say of the Rea and its products in New.EnglalHl,
yet many interesting' facts could probably be gathered hy a careful examination of all
available sources.

VI.

Lobsters are caught in pots or traps made of laths, nailed to. a wooden frame,
with a funnel-shaped opening at each end. 'I'he traps are commonly 4 feet long, ~ feet
wide, and 18 inches high. The funnels are usually netted out of manila twine. The
pots are weighted with stones or bricks, and set either in single warps or in trawls of
from 8 to 40 pots each. Each pot has a buoy line to which a wooden spindle-shaped
buoy is attached. 'I'he latter bears the owner's mark or stamp, and shows the position
of the trap. The traps are baited with fish, such as herrings, seulplns, or flounders,
and the lobster, when once induced to come inside the pot, seldom escapes, unless small
enough to crawl between the slats. It has been estimated that half a million lohster
traps have been in use in the Maritime Provinces during a single year.

'I'he old-fashioned hoop nets formerly in use consisted of a single iron ring or hoop
to which a net with cord was attached. When baited they had to be closely watched
and pulled up from time to time, in order to secure the lobster before he could get out
of the net.

The lobster fishery is conducted chiefly in the spring and summer months. The
pots are tended from small boats, and the catch is kept in floating cars moored in
some protected spot near the short', Welled fishing smacks, or more rarely welled
steamers, gather up the lobsters from the fishermen and carry them to the canneries
and to the markets in tho large distributing centers, such as Portland, Boston, and
New York. Lobsters are shipped alive in harrell', with ice in summer, to many parts of
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the country. The winter shipment is also very considerable. Large numbers are
immediately boiled for home consumption, while mauy nre kept alive in floating cars
at the market until required. The impounding of lobsters, or placing them in large
inclosures of salt water, called pounds, where they can be kept during the winter,
is now successfully practiced on a large scale.

VII.

We have witnessed in the lobster fishery for many years past the anomaly of a
declining industry with a yearly increasing yield, but with the gradual diminution in
the size of the lobsters caught and an undue increase in the number of traps and
fishermen. "How much longer," writes the inspector of fisheries of New Brunswick,
"an increased catch can be made out of a diminishing supply is a problem of some
interest to those who have watched the rise, progress, and decay of this industry." 1

In 1886 fully 90,000,000 lobsters were captured in Canada/ principally in Nova
Scotia, New Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Quebec. Out of this vast number
nearly 34,000,000 were taken in New Brunswick alone, and 22,000,000 in Prince
Edward Island. These numbers are extraordinary, when we consider, as in the last
instance, the small extent of the coast and the narrow limits of the fishing season.

In regard to the catch of lobsters in New Brunswick for 1886, the inspector of
fisheries says ill his report 3 thll,t the average size is diminishing, and "to fill a pound
can now requires rather more than an average of six lobsters-about 21 ounces of
meat per fish. The returns show 4,661,812 cans preserved, and 4,290 tons of fresh
lobsters. In order to fill these cans, 28,000,000 lobsters were killed. If to these we
adrl the number exported fresh, allowing 1~ pounds to each, which is a large average,
the number killed during the season will be 33,720,000." 4

In 1887 about 70,000,000 lobsters were taken in Canada, and in 1892 upward of
68,000,000 lobsters (estimated as above) were captured, valued at nearly $2,000,000.5

In 1884 the catch of lobsters in New Brunswick amounted to 5,662,072 cans and
1,709 tons, valued at $900,580, the number of traps in use being 105,984. In 1893 the
number of traps had increased to 172,022, an increase of over 60 per cent, while the
product bad decreased by nearly the same amount, being 3,204,320 cans and 1,132
tons, valued at only $493,804. 6

The average annual yield of the Norwegian lobster fishery from 1879 to 1884 is
estimated to have been 1,175,000 lobsters, valued at $107,468, the greater number

1 ·W. H. Venning, inspector of fisheries of New Brunswick. (Annual Report of the Department of
Fisheries, Dominion of Canada, 1886, p. 146.)

'This estimate is based upon the official statistioal return of the lobster fishery, allowing flve
lobsters to a ponnd can of meat, and a trifle OVer 2 pounds ill weight to ouch lobster. The yield in
18!J2was 16,434,431 pounds in cans, and 8,662 tons of fresh lobsters, valued at $2,638,394. (Report Oil

the Lobster Industry of Canada for 1892. Supploraont to rho Twenty-fifth Annual Report of the
Department of Marine and Fisheries, No. lOd, Ottawa, 1893.)

. "Annual Report of the Department of Fisheries of the Dominion of Canada, 1886.

• Ibid.
"It should be remembered that these estimates, large as they seem, are based upon statistics

which are generally reliable, and probably fall far below the number of animals annnully k illed ; for
they do not include the number of undersized lobsters illegally used for canning, nor those used
as food by fishermen and their families. Then there is, besides, tho vast number of lobsters which
annually fall a prey to other enemies than man.

"Report on the Lobster Industry of Cnnadn, 1892, Supplement to th« Twenty-fifth Annual
Report of the Department of Marino 11,11<1 Fish"ries, No, JOd, ottawa, 1893.
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Stat.es.

being shipped to Enghllld. I About 3,000,000 lobsters are said to be taken in the
British Isles in a year, while the total number captured on the North Atlantic coast
of America has undoubtedly in some years reached close to 100,000,000.

The total quantity of lobsters taken in the United States in 1880 was 20,238,~83

pounds, valued at $488,432; of this quantity, 19,946,733 pounds, worth $477,484, were
taken in the New England States, and 291,950 ponnds, valued at $10,948, in the
Middle Atlantic States. In 1887 the United States lobster catch was 28,882,180
pounds, with a market value of $799,717, of which 28,627,600 pounds, worth $784,238,
were caught in New England and 254,580 pounds, valued at $15,479, in the Middle
Atlantic region. The output of the New England lobster fishery in 1889 was
30,449,603 pounds, valued at $833,736; of this catch, .25,001,351 pounds, worth
$574,165, were taken in Maine.

The division of the United States Fish Commission concerned with statistics and
methods of fisheries took a complete census of the lobster fishery of New York, New
Jersey, and Delaware in 1892/ and in 1893 canvassed the lobster fishery of the New
England States. Through the courtesy of Dr. H. M. Smith, the assistant in charge of
the division, I am able to present in the following table the results of these inquiries.

The total number of persons engaged in the lobster fishery of the United States
in 1892 was 3,760; of these, 2,628 were in Maine and 616 in Massachusetts. The
vessels employed in lobster fishing numbered 58, valued at nearly $75,000. The
number of boats used was 3,976, having a value of $325,000. Over 200,000 traps,
worth $221,000, were operated. The total investment in the fishery, including the
value of live cars ($25,835), was $648,065, distributed among the different States as
shown in the table. The quantity of lobsters taken and sold by United States
fishermen in 1892 was 23,724,525 pounds, for which $1,002,392 was received. Of this
output, 17,642,677 pounds, valued at $663,043. were caught in Maine and :~,182,270

pounds, worth $205,638, in Massachusetts.

Table showing the extent of the lobster fishery of the United States in 1892.
-------------- -----......,-

Number !.' ..... _. . ~~~~~_ hoats,_=-n_~~ t.~_l~]_)H used. I
mm -- - -------- Lobster» taken.

~~f~·~¥: I __ :=e~sel,,~ Bonts. __ '1~~~~.':.~)(~~~1
I' oye'l No. Vlllue. Nu. Value.. No. Value. j-p-eu-n'-d-s.-'-.-V-U-h-"-'.

Ma;:==~=~"I~,~;I--;~7,050 ~;4~~~;--~5~~43' $14B,709 . ~7~~~--;;;-;663 04-;;-
New Hampshire 26 29 594. ],3f1B 2,786 196:350 11'790
Massaohu.et.t....... 616 I 2 1,710 739 47,162 i 26,192 38,479 3,182 270 205' 6B8
RbedeTsJulI<1 .. _....... ]45 I ]2 8,455 86 ]5,320 I 6,341 10,090 774'100 5:1'762
Connecticut............ 258 I :14 46,265 ]83 17,585 10,105 22,178 1,614; 530 101' a58
New york ...... __...... 55 I 2 9,880 34 1,140 2,240 3,469 165,09a ]5; 655
New Jersey............ 361 1 1,475 16 1,062 6781 ],099 143,905 10,861
Delaware .. 0 .. 0 0 .. .. 2 ... _.. ........ 1 40 21 53 5, 600 285

Totnl~.~ __ .. _\--3,766f5874,"835 --a.976 :125, 532 .~ 200,013, 2~.~,:~_ 23,724,525l,Oii2~

Between 1887 and 1892 the decline ill the lobster fishery of' the United States was
over 5,000,000 pounds, although the value of the catch was more than $260,000 greater
in the latter year. When the yield and value of the fishery ill the New England
States in 1892 are compared with the results of the fishery in 1889, we find a falling

I Bulletin of the United States Fish Commission, vol. VI; also Report of the United States Fish
Commissioner for 1889.

"See It. Statistieal Report on the Fisheries of the Middle Anluntic States, by Hugh M. Smith, M. Do,

Bulletin of' the United States Fish Commission for IIlH", l,ng-e .j!,5.
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off of more than 7,000,000 pounds, 01' over 23 pel' cent, but an increase in the market
value of the output of over $200,000, 01' nearly 25 pel' cent. These figures illustrate
very forcibly the decline which, unless speedily checked, threatens to destroy this
valuable fishery.
, . Five attempts to transport lobsters alive across the continent and plant them in
the Pacific Ocean have been made by the United States Fish Commission (157), in
1875-1889, and all but the first have proved successful. No evidence has, however,
yet appeared to show that the lobster has multiplied and thriven in its new environ­
ment. More recently attempts have been made, with some degree of success, to ship
lobsters across the Atlantic, and deliver them alive in the markets of London and
Paris. '

England, France, and Germany are the principal markets for the export trade
outside of the United States, but, like other preserved meats, the canned lobster is
shipped to all parts of the world;

VIII.

Civilized man is sweeping off the face of the earth one after another some of its
most interesting and valuable animals, by a lack of foresight and selfish zeal unworthy
of the savage. If man had as ready access to the submarine fields as to the forests
and plains, it is easy to imagine how much havoc he would spread. The ocean indeed
seems to be as inexhaustible in its animal life as it is apparently limitless in extent
and fathomless in depth, but we are apt to forget that marine animals may be as
restricted in their distribution as terrestrial forms, and as nicely adjusted to their
environment. Thus, as we shall see, the Amerioan.Iobster occupies only a narrow
strip along a part of the North Atlantic coast, and while it is probably not possible
to exterminate such an animal, it is possible to so reduce its numbers that its fishing
becomes unprofitable, as has already been doue in many places.

The only ways open to secure an increase in the lobster are to protect the spawn­
lobsters, or to protect the immature until they are able to reproduce, or to take the
eggs from the lobsters themselves and hatch them artificially. The latter is the
method which has been adopted and is now in use in the British l\furitime Provinces,
and less extensively in the United States.

In an earlier paper, published in the United States Fish Commission Bulletin for
1893 (pp. 75-86), I have discussed the question of the artificial propagation of the
lobster, and have called attention to what seem to me the weakest points in the
present method and what the most promising field for future experiments.

ADELBER~' COLLEGE, OLEVELAND, OHIO,

June, 1895.



Chapter I.-HABITS AND ENVIRONMENT.

DISTRIBUTION OF THE LOBSTER.

'I'he American lobster inhabits the coastal waters of the Atlantic Ocean from
Labrador to Delaware, and occurs .in depths of from less thau 1 ~o more than IOU
fathoms. It is thus confined to a strip of the Atlantic Ocean about 1,300 miles long,
and at some points (as on the coast of Maille, where there is au extensive fishery in the
outward islands) from 30 to upward of 50 miles wide. Its geographical range covers
about 20 degrees of north latitude, from the thirty-fifth to the fifty-second parallel;
but owing to the extreme irregularity of the coast the actual area of distributiou is
much greater. At present the lobster is most abundant and attains the largest size
in the northern half of its range, that is upon the coasts of Maine and the British
Maritime Provinces.

The lobster was recorded from Labrador by Packard in 1863. " The rocky shores,"
,he says, "exposed to surf from the gulf, did not seem to harbor any animal life, but a
narrow, interrupted belt of sand and mud fiats in Salmon Bay" (near Caribou Island)
supports a feeble assemblage of littoral forms (144). Under the rocks and seaweed the
lobster was occasionally seen. At Henley Harbor, a little above the Straits of Belle
Isle, it is mentioned as "rare." This seems to be the northern limit of the lobster.
At Hopedale, 200 miles above this point, he showed a picture of the lobster to oue of
the native Eskimos, who signified that it was not found there (148).

The lobster was common at Anticosti and Mingan islands (14.5), where collections
were made by Verrill, Hyatt, and Shaler in 1861. Stearns (185), who asserts that
"lobsters were found everywhere along the coast of Labrador," is doubtless in error.
He probably had in mind the" Gulf coast," or "Inner Labrador," as the territory of
the Province of ~uebec which stretches southwesterly from the Straits of Belle Isle
is often erroneously called.

In speaking of the habits of lobsters in "Labrador," Stearns says:
Very often the beach is covered with rocks, large and small, interspersed with holes and pits

filled with water at low tide. The seaweed grows over these places, thus a/fording capital hiding­
places. One can often procure 100 lobsters in an afternoon from a strip of the beach hardly as many
yarrl» long. The small boys hunt them with long poles on the ends of which are tied large cod hooks.
W"ith these the boys reach in and feel ubout in the holes and under the rocks until they feel the shell
of a lobster, when a smart or careful haul, as the case may require, generally brings the animal out of
Its snug quarters. [These lobsters] are seldom very large, while the very young ones appear not to
COUle Inshore among the rocks to any great extent (185).

Dr. W. Wakeham, to whose kindness I am indebted for much interesting infor­
mation on the northerly range of the lobster, writes as follows:

My own experience of the Labrador coast does not go beyond Chateau Bay at the northeastern
entrance to the straits of Belle Isle. From this point west along the Labrador and north shore of
Quebec, I have found the lobster everywhere fairly ubuudaut up to Manicouagan in the river St.

14
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Lawrence. I have inqnircd of Gasp6 whalers who arc in the hubi t of going as far as Cape Harrison,
on the coast of Labrador, but they all tell me that they have never taken a lobster below St. Charles­
that is, a few miles north of Chateau Bay. 'Vest of Chateau Bay, us I have said, they are found all
aloug the coast, but not in paying quantities. Several attempts have bceu mado to operate canneries on
this coast, but they have one after another been abandoned. The 10bsm-rs seem to give out suddenly.
They are all caught up when the traps are first set, Of course the water is too deep for any general
fishery, and it is ouly in shoal bays and harbors that traps can be used.

In reply to a letter of inquiry from Dr. Wakeham, Mr. P. M. l\fcKenzie, one of
the chief factors of the 'Hudson Bay Company, says that he has been on the Labrador
coast and entrance of Hudson Straits for fourteen years, and has "never seen a
lobster or heard of any being caught between Grady Harbor (longitude W. 5(j0 25',
latitude 53° 4(j') and Cape Ohudleigh." He says further, that he does not think they
occur between Grady Harbor and the straits of Belle Isle, but" all along' the Gulf
from Seven Islands to St. Augustine there are a great many at certain points."

Mr. W. H. Whitely, overseer of .fisheriea at the straits, writes to the same effect:

Lobsters arc not found below [1. ,e., east of] the narrows of the straits of Belle Isle [the lowest
point, n place called Brodore Bay]. SOllie are found on the southern or Newfoundland side of the
straits. They are not plenty at auy place within 100 miles west of the north side of the straits of
Belle Isle, but a few are found in places sheltered from rough water aud drifting ioo, I have never
heard of any lobsters being seen at any point on the Labrador east of the straits.

From the character and abundance of this testimony we may safely conclude that
the lobster is not found on the coast of Labrador very far beyond the straits of Belle
Isle, or not many miles north of'Heuley Harbor (about 52° north latitude). From the
straits northward the temperature is said to fall rapidly, owing to the arctic current
which flows south, and the presence of ice, which is carried along with it dose to the
land. We should not, therefore, expect to meet with the lobster, except as a very rare
straggler, north of the straits.

It is interesting to find) on the otherhand, that Fabricius (63) includes the lobster
(Oancer gmmnarus IJ.) in his Fauna Grusnlandica, He is particular to state, however,
that he does so upon the authority of others, as he had never seen the lobster in
Greenland himself. He says that the lobster is found under the name of Pekkuk in
the Greenlandish dictionary. He had heard the natives distinguish the smaller
Squillas by the name of Pekkungoit, from a much larger form (Oancris), called Pek.
kuit or Pekkurksoit, and very similar to the "Galllmari." This name may have been
derived from the Esquimaux of the southern Labrador coast or from Iceland, where,
according to Mohr's "Islandske Naturhistorie,"theEuropeanlobster "has been found
by Dr. Poulsen in Grondevig, but it does not extend to Greenland or Spitzbergen" (20).

De Kay, writing in 1844, remarks that while the lobster was taken in eompara­
tively small quantities on the New Jersey coast, "two years after building' the break­
water in Delaware Bay, lobsters made their appearance there in great quantities."
He also says that in about the year 1814 General Pinckney" caused a ear full of
lobsters to be emptied into the harbor of Charleston, South Oaroliua, A few of their
survivors, or their descendants, were captured about ten years since, but, as I am
informed, they were the last." ({'il, p. 25.)

The stouework of Delaware Breakwater, says Rathbun (155), may be considered
tlle southern boundary of the lobster, although he has recorded several instances of
its occurrence south of this point. Thus it has been said that lobsters have been seen
alollg the beach in the surf neal' Indian River Inlet, Delaware. 'I'wo or three have
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been recorded at .Iohnstown, in the northeastern corner of Virginia, "and in October
IS84, the United States Fish Oommission steamer Albatross obtained a single specimen
of good size off Oape Hatteras, North Oarolina, from a depth of about 30 fathoms, by
means of the beam trawl" (155). Ooues (49) also records the capture of a single lobster
at Beaufort, North Oarolina, in the summer of 1870.

Dr. Wakeham writes that lobsters are abundant around the island of Anticosti
and that a large number of canneries have been in operation 011 this island for some
years. He says that lobsters are more abundant on the southern side of the island,
and concludes that this is "due to the fact that the water deepens gradually on the
southern side, while on the north side of the island you go abruptly into deep water.
The lobsters taken at Anticosti and on the north shore of the Gulf are of large size.
This may be explained by the fact that they have not been overfished to the same
extent there as elsewhere. At any rate we do not find any small lobsters in the traps.
The largest lobster that I have seen taken on the north shore weighed 18 pounds."

Sal's (176) considers it remarkable that lobsters on the southern coast of Norway
never become as large as those farther north. It seems to me that the explanation of
this fact is simple, and applies to both European and American species. The northern
parts of the range of the lobster have been the last to be fished, and consequently the
average size is greater than in the south, where the fishery began.

The bathymetrical range varies with the season and is influenced largely by the
temperature of the water. It may be also governed in some measure by the abun­
dauce of food and by the reproductive and molting periods.

Lobsters are occasionally seen close to the shore in very shallow water and they
are sometimes even stranded on the beach. This was the case with the large lobster,
weighing upward of 20 pounds, the mutilated shell of which is now preserved in
the land office of Boothbay Harbor Village, Maine (see p.114). This great lobster
was discovered on the beach of Boothbay Harbor, at low tide, about twenty-five years
ago.

Professor Verrill related to me his experience with a large lobster at Grand
Manan, Maine, in 1859. This lobster, which he thinks must have weighed at least
20 pounds, had established himself so securely under the projecting side of a large
bowlder that it was not an easy matter to dislodge him, even at low tide; but with the
aid of a boat-hook this giant was at last drawn out and captured. When it was finally
taken to the settlement it attracted very little interest, the fishermen saying that it
was worth only a penny, 2 cents being then the regular price of lobsters, whether of
5 or 20 pounds weight. In those days lobsters were never weighed and sold by the
pound.

Lobsters, on the other hand, stray out to great distances from the shore, and have
been recorded ou the fishing-banks of Nova Scotia "fi'om the fishing-banks and ledges
of the Gulf of Maine, such as Jeffrey's Ledge and Oashe's Ledge, and from the more
southern offshore banks. They have also been taken from the stomachs of cod caught
on George's Banks." (Rathbun, 155, p. 787.)

Lobsters are also sometimes driven by severe storms on the beach, where they
perish iu great numbers. In March, 1888, thousands of lobsters were washed ashore
on the south side of Marthas Vineyard during a south and southwest gale.
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Where there is great diversity of natural conditions throughout the geograph­
ical range of an animal we may expect to find its habits varying in a proportionate
degree. From Labrador to Maine the Atlantic coast is rocky, and often precipitous,
with deep bays and harbors, and with large islands, some like Grand Marian pre­
seuting sheer perpendicular walla to the sea. The coast of Maine, in its middle and
eastern sections, is essentially bold and rocky, and diversified to an extraordinary
degree by chauuels cut by large fresh-water rivers, by long deep inlets, studded with
islands large and small, by bold rocky promontories, and by groups of larger islands
farther from shore, such as the Vinal Haven or Fox islands. These are masses of gray
granite, scarred and cut up by glacial. forces into an archipelago of smaller islands,
abounding in long granite basins and inlets, into which pure sea water is driven
with every tide. Thus are formed the most admirable breeding-grounds for the
lobster, for fish, and other marine animals. In the region of Cape Ood we meet with
extensive shoals, which resemble on a smaller scale those of North Carolina, The
northern part of the Massachusetts coast is rocky, while the southem section is
greatly diversified, abounding in submerged ledges, sandy and weedy bottom, and a
great variety of bays and channels in the vicinity of the Elizabeth Islands, where
lobsters used to abound until their numbers were depleted by overfishing.

Under the variety of conditions which I have hinted at, we should not only expect
to find lobsters larger and more abundant in some localities than elsewhere, a condition
greatly influenced by the number and persistence of fishermen, but also to meet with
variations in the time of laying and hatching of the eggs, in the season of molting, in
the time when the semiannual movements are undertaken, in color, and in a variety
of other details.

The habits of the lobster as affected by the changes of season and other causes
in the various stages of its life will be described, as we have been able to interpret
them, in different parts of this work. Oertaiu habits, however, are often so closely
interrelated that the mere mention of one requires a consideration of others also.

INTELLIGENCE OF THE LOBSTER,

Since the lobster belongs to a less specialized class than the crab, it is not surprising
to find that its intelligence is of a lower order. Sluggish as it often appears when out
of water and partially exhausted, it is quite a different animal when free to move at
will in its natural environment on the sea bottom. It is very cautious and cunning,
capturing its prey by stealth, and with weapons which it knows how to conceal.
Lying hidden in a bunch of seaweed, ill a crevice among the rocks or in its burrow in
the mud, it waits until its victim is within reach of its claws, before striking the fatal
blow. The senses of sight and hearing are probably far from acute, but it possesses
a keen sense of touch, and of smell, and probably also a sense of taste. We have,
moreover, seen that it is quite sensitive to changes in temperature.

All animals which play the part of scavengers have strong powers of scent, and
the lobeter is no exception to the rule. This is illustrated by the way ill which it can
be enticed into the traps. Thus it is asserted that where traps are set on a trawl
placed across the tide, the catch is greater than when the trawl is set in the direction

F. c. a, 1895-2



18 BULLETIN OF THE UNl'l'ED STATES FISH COMMISSION.

of the current, since in the former case the scent, or fine particles coming from the
bait, is more widely diffused. Lobsters are sometimes wary and shy of entering
the trap, and have been seen to crawl about it several times and examine it cautiously
on all sides before, too weak or too hungry to resist temptation, they finally enter.
When the pots are hauled, lobsters sometimes escape by darting backward through the
narrow opening of one of the fuuuels, but this seldom happens and may be set down
to accident.

Many facts will be given in the course of this wor k which illustrate either directly
or indirectly the intelligence of the lobster. 1 will add here only the following account
of a lobster which was kept at the Itotlisay aq uarium, in England (Nature, xv, p. '115,
March 8, 1877). A flounder was unintentionally left in one of the aquaria, in which
three lobsters were placed. The largest lobster immediately appropriated the fish,
which was then dead, and buried it beneath a heap of shingle, on which he mounted
guard. Five times within two hours was the fish unearthed, and as often did the
lobster shovel the gravel over it with his huge claws, each time ascending the pile
and turning his bold, defensive front to his companions.

THE LOBSTER'S POWERS OF MOVEMENT.

The adult lobster lives and feeds exclusively upon the sea bottom, which it never
leaves of its own accord in any considerable degree. In traveling over the bottom
in search of its prey, the lobster walks nimbly upon the tips of its slender legs, The
large claws are extended forward in front of the head, a position which offers the least
resistance to the water, while the two hinder pairs of walking legs, which end in hard
spur-like joints, serve as picks to steady the movements of the animal. In thus going'
about it has the constant aid of the delicate swimmerets, attached vertically to the
under surface of the "tail," each of which consists of a short stalk and two very
flexible blades. By the movements of the swimmerets the lobster is impelled slowly
forward without the aid of the walking legs. The branches of the swimming feet are
guruished with long, chitinous setre or hairs, to which, as is well known, the eggs in
the female are attached. 'rhus these, appendages are not only natutory, but play an
important part in reproduction, and by their almost iucessant beating movements
serve to keep the developing eggs well aerated and clean,

When taken out of the water the lobster can only crawl, in its vain attempts to
walk, owing to the heavy weight of the body and claws, which the slender walking
legs are now unable to sustain. If' turned over ou its back the animal is usually able
to right itself when out of the water, but 1I0t without great effort. If' placed near
the salt water and left to its own devices, it will almost immediately strike out by the
nearest path for the sea with as keen a sense of direction as the sea turtle will show
when upon land. Its power of crawling on land is, however, limited to short distances,
and the lobster never forsakes the salt water of' its own accord and, as has been said,
never willingly leaves the sea bottom.

In exploring its feeding-grounds, where an enemy is likely to be encountered, the
legs which carry the long claws are extended forward in frout of the head, or carried
somewhat obliquely, their tips resting OIl the bottom, and the long sensitive" feelers"
are waved eonstantly back and forth to give warning of any foe or other objects which
the eye may fail to detect, These are exclusively organs of touch. If' the anticipated



THE AMERICAN LOBSTER. 19

enemy makes hia appearance or if the animal is surprised, as when it is suddenly
touched with the blade of an oar or cornered, it will immediately strike an attitude
of defense. It now raises itself on the tips of its walking legs, and lifts its powerful
claws over the head after the manner of a boxer, and strikes with one of its claws at
the offending object, trying to crush it or tear it in pieces. I have several times pulled
lobsters partially or completely out of their burrows with an oar.. You have only to
thrust the oar-blade into their holes, when, if a lobster is present, it will immediately
seize it with a firm grip; but it often shows. its intelligence by relaxing its hold before
becoming completely exposed. By far the most powerful organ of locomotion in the
lobster is its "tail." By the flexion of this, aided by the extended tail-fan, the animal
is able to shoot backward through the water with astonishing rapidity, sometimes
going, according to one observer, 25 feet in less than a second. If tossed into the water

. back or head first, the animal, unless exhausted, immediately rights itself and, with
one or two vigorous flexions of the tail, shoots oft' obliquely toward the bottom, as if
Sliding down an inclined plane.

The lobster, though less active and keen-witted than the higher crabs, can not be
regarded as a sluggish animal in any sense. In the water its movements are graceful;
it is wary, resourceful, pugnacious, capable of defending itself against enemies which
are often larger than itself, and, if the occasion requires it, of running about with the
greatest agility and speed.

On calm evenings in summer at about sundown I have seen lobsters very close to
shore lying Oll little patches of sand, surrounded by eelgrass, probably waiting their
opportunity to seize a passing fish or crab. If approached in a boat on such all occa­
sion, they soon become aware of your presence and put themselves in an attitude
of defense, but press them too close, or attempt to pin them down with an oar, they
immediately dart backward into deeper water among the seaweed. If still pursued,
the lobster rises and flies in another direction, thus zigzagging its way over the bottom
until it finds safety in some denser tangle or rocky crevice.

Of the English lobster, Travis remarks:

In tho water they can run nimbly upon their legB or smull claws and, if alarmed, "an sp-ing tail
forward to a surprising distauco aBBwift aBa bird can fly. Tho fishermen see them pass about 3@ foot,
and by the swiftness of their motion suppose that thoy go much farther. Atheruuus romurks this
oircuwstance, and says that incurvated lobsters will spring with th« activity or dolphins. When
frightened they will spring from a oonsiderable dlstunce to their hole ill the rock, and, what Is not I~Bs
surprising than true, will throw thomeelvea into their hole in that manner, through an entrance barely
suffioient for their bodies to pass; as is frequently seeu by the people who endeavor to take them at
Filey-bridge (191).

When a lobster is surprised it seems to disappear with a single leap or bound as a
locust or grasshopper might do. 'I'his habit, added to their appearance, explains why
lObsters were called by Pliny and the ancient writers locustai, or "locusts of the sea."
The lobster, however, never rises more than a few inches or at most a few feet above
the bottom, and it is evident that swimming at the surface would be impossible on
account of the great weight of the body. The "traveling lobsters," or faird-hummer,
Which Norwegian fishermen, as Sal's tells us (176), have described as swimming' at
the, surface of the ocean in large schools, often many miles from the coast, were,
Without doubt, some large species of surface-feeding shrimp.

Lobsters kept ill an aquarium often thrive well, and will live for a long period if
they are properly cared for. In the hatchery of the United States Fish Commission
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at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, sea water is kept runuiug through the tanks, in the
larger of which we have kept lobsters and watched their habits for several months at
11 time. If the tank is provided with a pile of stones the lobster very soon investigates
this with care, seeking out the most attractive holes. If several individuals are
placed in the same aquarium, each will select its own hole or corner over which it
establishes a sort of proprietary right. In these they lie during the greater part of
the day with their antennas and a part of the body and large claws projecting, ready
when a good chance offers to strike at a fish, or if an enemy should approach, to retire
at a safer distance into their retreats. If the occupants of the same aquarium are of
about equal size, and if they show no weakness, they usually live in peace; but if one
has been disabled in any way, as by the loss of a claw, he is attacked by the strong
and forthwith destroyed.

As the lobster lies in its corner of the aquarium-always with its tail folded, if a
female" in berry"-it slowly sweeps the water with its long, sensitive anteunre, which
it now holds erect, now lowers until they lie horizontal and extend almost directly in
front of the body. The smaller pair of antennas are elevated, while the larger outer
branch of each is constantly beating with a slight up-and-down movement; this branch
supports the delicate filaments which have been regarded as the terminal organs of the
sense of smell. If one watches this lobster he may see it deliberately lower the branches
of the first pail' of auteunre and clean them by drawing them through the bunches of
stiff bristles of the third pair of maxillipeds, the large prominent appendages which
project forward at the sides of the month immediately in front of the chelipeds, The
large claws are held in readiness for use, their tips resting close together on the bottom
and their opposite ends raised obliquely upward.

PERIODICAL MIGRATIONS AND THEIR RELATION TO CHANGES IN THE
ENVIRONMENT.

The adult lobster never moves up and down the coast like the migratory fishes,
but is of a far more sedentary disposition. In the spring mouths of April and May,
however, large numbers appear to move from deeper water toward the shore. In the
fall they retire to deeper water again.

The movemeuts of such anadromous fish as the mackerel and the meuhaden are
influenced by the spawning period, by the temperature conditions, and by the abun­
dance of food. 'I'ho mackerel is said to thrive in a water-temperature as low as
40° F. or even less. The same causes, of which the influence of temperature may
sometimes be the most potent, probably determine the migration of both fish. and
crustacean.

Wben the question of food is paramount, the lobster will remain in considerable
numbers in the relatively shallow water of harbors, but only on a rocky bottom, where
food is most abundant. The extent of the migration is also naturally influenced by
the depth of the water and the general character 01 the bottom, being more extended
on a gradually sloping bottom where deep water is less readily accessible. The exact
period at which the semiannual migrations of the lobster occur varies at different points
on the coast and also at the same point for different seasons. .

III the vicinity of Rockland, Maine, and to the eastward as far' as Eastport, the
summer fishery- be~ins in the latter part of May and lasts until the first of November.
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During this time, lobsters are caught in from 3 to 10 fathoms of water. For the rest
of the year the winter fishing is conducted in 35 to "40 fathoms. In general, the spring
migration along' the entire coast of Maine and in the Maritime Provinces is accom­
plished in April and May, and the fall movement into deeper water in October and
November.

When the spring is late and the water cold, the lobster keeps away from the shore.
Thus the spring of 1884 was a month later than usual in Prince Edward Island, says
the inspector of fisheries in his annual report (56'), "and the ice hung long about the
coast." 'I'he first lobster was caught on the 3d of June. "The hands about the
factories had been idle for fully four weeks, but the first batch or run of lobsters came
in quite as fast as they could be utilized. I have noticed this to have been the case in
previous years, as if when ice remained long the lobster congregated in large bodies
on the outer edge of the frozen belt ready to run for the shore as soon as it was clear
and the temperature suited. Subsequently the batches fell oft' to a little less than the
average." Ice is said to remain so long on this coast that few lobster fishermen begin
work until the first.or second week in May. In 1892 the ice left early, and some lobsters
were landed on the north side of the island the 29th of April. Packing was begun
as early as the 10th of May. (Fishery Statements, 1891, p, 97.)

At Cape Breton, in late seasons, very little lobster fishing is done before the 1st
of June, or even later. Lobsters probably do not, as a rule, move in schools, but
approach and leave the shores gradually with the change of temperature, yet a sudden
cold snap seems to cause them to disappear promptly from any locality. It is probable
that their disappearance under such circnmstances may be explained by their burrow­
ing in the mud. (See pp. 26 and 20.) Mr. M. B. Spinuey,of Cliffs tone, Maine, informed
me that in Mayor .rune in 1869, at Prince Edward Island, while sailing in !1 small boat
from Georgetown into Grand River, lobsters were seen for the distance of several
miles crawling over the bottom in very large numbers and often very close together,
the water being 10 or 12 feet deep.

Mr. Adolph Nielsen writes, in reply to certain questions, that as the coast of
Newfoulldland is affected by the polar current, a spurt of northeast and easterly
Winds often brings down the temperature of the water, and this causes the lobsters to
move off into deeper water or bury themselves in the sand or mud ill the midst of
the season. At such times the fishermen call not take them in their traps.

Th~ sudden appearance of lobsters in the spring in relatively shallow water lends
color to the snpposition that they sometimes move in large numbers together. 'I'hus,
Mr. A. C. Smith says that in 1884 the proprietor of a lobster factory in New Brunswick
"set his traps on the 20th of April, keeping them baited, but caught nothing till the
night of the 5th of May, when the lobsters suddenly' struck in' as plentiful as at any
time of the season."

It is certain that lobsters do not indulge in any considerable northward or south.
Ward migrations. This is proved, as Rathbun has pointed out (158), by the depletion
of' the lobster fishery at certain points on the coast, as at Provincetown, Cape Cod,
Massachusetts. He states that the fishery was begun here ill 1800, and that between
1845 and 1850 New York City received nearly its entire supply of these crustaceans
~rolll the Provincetown region. A marked decrease in their abundance was noticed
III 1865, and tIJiR was followed by a gradual annual diminution, until in 1880 there were
but eight men engaged In the business. If there were allY considerable coastwise
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migration, it is evident that regions once depleted would in time be-restored naturally
by accessions from neighboring sections, 'I'his does not appear to be the case, and
we may look upon each geographical region on the coast as inhabited by a distinct
school of lobsters, which hold their ground fairly constantly, so that if their numbers
are depleted by overfishing they would under natural conditions be stocked but
slowly. If this argument is souud, and it certainly looks as if the Cape Cod region
were a case in point, it must follow that the young are not widely distributed, but I
can hardly accept this as probable. It would seem as if the young, which, to be sure,
have little powers of locomotion, would always tend to find an extra local distribution
by tides, winds, and currents. Furthermore, if this were the case, it would follow that
restocking under natural conditions is a slow process at best. Writing in December,
1885, Rathbun says (158):

The Cape Coil lobster fishery has been at a low standing for many years and, altl-ough but few men
have engaged in the fishery of that reg-ion for a long time, there are, as yet, no signs ot'improvement.

That lobsters move up and down the coast to some extent is inevitable, although
such a migration may be regarded as accidental rather than deliberate or instinctive.
They may also return suddenly, as some believe, to places where they have not been
seen for years.. Thus a correspondent wrote to the United States Fish Commission
from South Amboy, New Jersey, February 15,1886, that lobsters had made an appear­
ance there after an absence of about twelve years. "I discovered them late in October,
and captured a hundred before the cold weather set in, after which I could not catch
any." (Bull. U. S. F. C., vol. VI, p. 407.) Statements of this kind must, however, be
received with much caution, since what appears to be a sudden arrival may be due
to desultory observations.

The subject of the schooling of lobsters is one about which it is very difficult to
get accurate information, and we need to use much caution in drawing conclusions
from too slender data. The only region which I have been able to study for a number
of consecutive seasons is that about Woods Hole, Massachusetts, including Marthas
Vineyard, No Man's Land, and the Elizabeth Islands, and I will give in some detail
the observations which I have been able to make in this limited area, believing that
they will shed some light upon this interesting and perplexing question.

The fishermen of a part of this region set their traps from the last of April to the
middle or last of June on rocky bottom in the vicinity of Gay Head and No Man's
Land, while from the middle or last of Junc until September they generally fish upon
the sandy bottom of the Sound in much shallower water. A few lobstermen fish
during September upon the rocks. They distinguish "rock lobsters" from what they
call "school lobsters." The latter are also called" sand" or "June lobsters," and are
considered more migratory than the "rock lobsters" or "ground-holders." "School
lobsters" are most abundant in summer from the middle of June to the middle or last
of July on a sandy bottom in Vineyard Sound in 5 to 10 fathoms of water.

On June 28, 1890, I found the fishermen at Menemsha' setting their traps both off
Gay Head on a rock bottom and on the sandy bottom of the Sound. The difference

I Menemsha. is a Arnall fishing settlement in the town of Chilmark, Marthas Vineyard, about 2
miles due east from Gay Head, on Vineyard Sound. Gay Head, the remarkable promontory forming'
the western extremity of Marthas Vineyard, is 14 miles southwest of Woods Hole Harbor and 6 miles
north of No Man's Land.
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in the lobsters caught at the same time under these conditions was sufficiently marked
to attract attention. 'I'lie lobsters captured Oil the rocks llad liard shells and frequently
bore old eggs,·while those taken in the Sound had in no single instance, up to this
time during' the season, home external eggs, either old or new, and a large number
of' them had soft shells. These are often called "paper shells," or "huckle shells,"
the shell being relatively soft, so that it is easily compressible with the thumb and
fillger, and the colors are very bright, showing that they have molted within four or
five weeks. Special care was taken to save all egg lobsters caught, since the United
States Fish Commission purchased them for use in its hatchery. These "buckle shells"
or "schoollo1>sters" were said to appear rather suddenly about the middle of June or
first of July, and to retreat into deeper water during the first half of September.

On the 9th of .Iuly I again visited Menemsha, and found that since the first of
the month only six lobsters with old eggs had been obtained. These were caught in
the Sound, where the majority of all lobsters now taken had soft shells. On the 16th
and 28th of .Inly, when I made further visits to the locality, the fishery was conducted
almost wholly in the Sound. At the later period the fishermen bad begun to shift
their traps to sliglltly deeper water, following up the lobsters in their retreat from the
Shore. On the 11th of August they were fishing both in Vineyard Sound and off Gay
Head ill 8 to 15 ihtllOlIlS. A large proportion of these lobsters taken in the Sound had
soft shells, but an examination of the ovaries of tbe soft-shell females proved beyond
a doubt that they had hatched their old eggs and molted during the present season.

Some very interesting facts have been brought out by the record of the fishery at
No Man's Land during the months of May and .Iuue, 1894. Mr. Vinal Edwards found
that egg-lobsters of large size could be taken there in abundance, and accordingly
the Fish Commission drew the supply of eggs for its hatchery from that place. Mr.
Edwards carefully recorded t.he catehe'!; of the smackmen, examining nearly every
lobster himself. The result is given in table 1. The traps were set on ledges of rock,
15 miles from land, in about 15 fathoms of water. Besides the extraordinary dispro­
portion of tho sexes-only 6.4 per cent of males being obtained out of a total of 1,318
lobsters captured in May-we notice the equally remarkable awl probably correlated
fact that 63.7 per cent of the total number are females with eggs soon to be hatched.

TABLl'; l.-RcC01'11 of lobsters call[/bt o.tT No Jlfa1/'B Land 1n Nay, 18.94.

Totnl catch L,:1l8

Fornnles "dill oggs & ••••••••• u........ 840
l i'cmales witJlOut ()ggs .. __ .. _.~ __.... rl!)4

Malos " .••... 84

1"01'emit ol'fmnnlcswith oggs ... __••...... Ha.7

Per cent of ft\malcH wlthout eg-gs 2H.8
])01' cent ofmulcs . _. _ _. 6,·1
11 0 1' cent of fomulos .. H 93.5

Another striking fact which the fishermen noticed was the persistence with which
the lobsters at this time of the year dung to the rooky areas. When set on a rock
bottom the traps were certain to catch lobsters in abundance, but when sunk upon a
sandy or muddy bottom, though but a few feet away, not a lobster was trapped. In
fislling au trawls, where a long line of traps was put out, it aomet.imca happened that
some of these would strike a sand bottom, often not more than a narrow streak or bar,
but they were always found empty. Mr. Edwards systemattcally fished for lobsters
in Woods Hole Harbor from December, 1893, to the .Iune following. He found them
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ip the winter months abundant 011 the rocks, but when the traps were placed on the
mud not a lobster was taken.'

The disproportion of the sexes noticed at No Man's Land is due, I believe, to the
fact that the females find it more advantageous to remain on a rocky bottom while
they are encumbered with their old eggs. As soon as these hatch, the female lobsters
press on in large numbers toward the shore, coming- up into the sounds and bays and
on to sandy bottoms duriug the summer. The lobster can probably protect herself and
eggs better while on the rocks, but almost immediately after the hatching of the eggs
the molt occurs, for some time after which the female is helpless. Now the molting
lobster seems to prefer the sandy bottom while in this critical state, probably
because it can shield itself better from its enemies. On -the sand the molting lob­
ster may hide in tangles of seaweed, or scratch a hole and partially bury itself, as it
often does, and remadn tolerably secure, but let the soft lobster try to conceal itself
among the rocks, and what is the result'i There are hosts of bottom-feeding fish which
haunt the rock-piles, none of which are probably more troublesome than the cunner,
which can go almost anywhere, and would soon surround the soft lobster in its retreat
and nibble at its legs, or snip off its eyes, which means death. The cunners, eels, and
other fish may attempt to pick off the eggs, but these are on the under side of the body
and except in extraordinary cases, where the ova are excessively numerous, the lobster
can fold them between the segments of its tail and thus rest tolerably secure (see p.
34).· This theory is supported by the fact that the "school lobsters" caught on the
sand bottom of Vineyard Sound rarely have old eggs and very commonly possess
soft shells. Rocky bottoms furnish food in greater abundance, at certain seasons,
which explains their preference for these areas in winter. Where on the other hand,
as in the reg-ion abon t Provincetown, Oape Ood, the bottom is uniformly sandy, the
lobster has little or no choice of environment.

To sum up the preceding observations, what seems to take place at the western
end of Vineyard Sound during the season of migration is as follows: 'I'he general
movement of lobsters toward the shore is here modified by the fact that lobsters with
old eggs find it advantageous to remain 011 the rocky ledges until the young are
hatched, while the males press on in their inward movement. After the hatching
period the females make their appearance in large nnmbel'Sin the Sound toward the last
of June or first of July, and form a large part of what fishermen call" school lobsters "
or "buckle shells." Their appearance is probably not as sudden as it often seems.
Fishermen, as a rule, work only one set of traps, putting them down now here, now
there. In order to follow the movements of these animals systematically, it would be
necessary to set traps simultaneously in different places and on different bottoms, and
to keep them there for a considerable time.

Some females with old eggs come into the Sound before the young are hatched, but
the majority no not. It must be borne in mind also that many lobsters remain in the
Sound and IIarbors the year round, and that these observations refer only to the move,
ments of the larger number. Toward the latter part of Aug-ust the pendulum begins

J Speaking of the lobsters captured iu February, Mr. Edwards says: "The lobsters taken this
month have been caught on rocky bottom in five lobster pots, I have set five others in deep water 011

sandy bottom, and also 011 the mud, but find none, I hnve tried ill shoal witter in eelgrass, but there
are none there. I also tried for them in the middle of Vineyard Sound and ill Buzzards Bay, but
found none.'
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to swing the other way, aud the lobsters move into deeper water or to a rocky
bottom. This outbound movement is continued during the months of September and
October, but, as already pointed out, it is by llO means general and is probably more
pronounced in cold than in mild seasons.

TAI\LI~ 2.-Showing the monthly 1nean tcmperatlwe of the ocean at WOOd8 Hole, Ma8sachu8ett8.

{
Computed from dafly observntions of tompernture of bottom, tal~en at high wator, ~

llt United States .Fish Commission Station, by Vinal N. Edwards. S .

~Ieal)H

I880-!!H.1803.1890. I 1801. I 1892.

---I-'-~-' ·---1

1889.'1'iU10.

.January .
F'ebruury ...•• _....••..... , .
March .
April .
Mlly ..
Juno __ •.....................•......•...
.Iuly ..
Al1g11st. _._._ .•.•.•.••.. _.••• __• __• __..
September ..
October ..
November ..• 0' .

December ..

Yearly mean. u ••••• _~ ••• u. u .. '

OR OR oR oR oR o~

36. 9 as, 8 as, 0 36. 8 29. 5 35. 0
32.1 39.9 :14.7 31. 2 29.7 :13.5
35. 6 36. II as, a aa, 2 az, 5 34. 6
42. 7 43. 2 44. 3 42. 6 40. 0 42. 5
55. 6 53. 2 52.4 51. 0 51. 2 52. 7
63. 3 02. 0 61. 1 62. 1 61. 2 62. 1
68. 7 69. H 64. 8 68. 0 69. 5 68. 1
70. 6 71. 1 70. 9 73. a 70. 9 71.4
67.1 cs.s ei. 1 60.9 67.5 66.6
55. :1 59. 0 59. 6 58. 6 60.5 58. 6
49.9 ·18.0 47.4 48. a 52.4 49.2
43.0 lao. 7 43.5 37.2 40.0 40.2

-S1.7f52.2-50:015iJ.il50:51~~

The mean temperature of the water at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, was 52.680 F.
for May, from 1889 to 1893 (v. table 2), the extremes of monthly averages varying from
51° in May, 1892, to 55.60 in May, 1889, and the range was similar for the latter pact of
October during the same period. The greatest heat is reached in August (70.60, 1889,
to 73.3°,1892), while the temperature of the water in September is but little lower
than that of ,Tuly, In the latter part of October the water becomes cooled to
about the same degree it had reached during the latter half of M£ty. We may
therefore eonclude that the optimum temperature for the lobster lies between 500 and
60° F. When the temperature of the sea water marks 500 to 55° in spring large
numbers of these animals have already begun to creep nearer the shores into
shallower and warmer places, and again in the fall, when the temperature has fallen
to this point, many have already been impelled to recede to greater depths. Many

. lobsters, however, remain in the relatively shallow water of harbors all winter, a tact
which has already been emphasized; so it is certain that temperature is not the only
influence at work in directing these semiannual movements. The question of food
may be of equal or even greater importance.

The winter catch of lobsters in relatively shallow water is often considerable.
Thus, on December 13,1888, Mr. Edwards set two lobster pots I in the harbor of Woods
lIole, in about 25 feet of water, and hauled them fifteen times dnring the month,
taking an average of 15 lobsters to a haul, or 223 in all. In December, 188!), M
lobsters were taken in a tyke net at the head of the harbor, 36 were captured in
January, while none were caught in February.

In December, 1893, Mr. Edwards began to eollect more systematically facts reIat­
hIg to the winter habits of the lobster, the results of which are discussed in another
~lace (see pp. 30,31,44,45,79,80). Five traps were set in the harbor of Woods Hole
In 25 to 29 feet of water on rocky bottom (it being impossible to get any lobsters 011 the
mUd); 224 were taken ill December, 501 in -January, 246 in February, and 348 in
-------------------~------..--------------------

I In these und ull other traps 118ml, tho spuce between tho laths vuried from 1 to It inches.
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March. Only 6.1 per cent of the total catch were egg lobsters, and while this number
would have been increased if the traps had been scattered instead of kept in definite
spots, it would contrast markedly with the results at No Man's Land, where more than
half of the total catch were lobsters with external eggs (table 1).

In severe winters lobsters are driven into deeper water or forced to protect them­
sel ves by burrowing in the mud. The effect of sudden or extreme cold upon these
animals may be witnessed in lobster pounds, where they are kept in large numbers
to supply the winter market. On the Vinal Haven Islands, near Rockland, Maine,
there is a large pound belonging to Messrs.•Johnson and Young, of Boston, of 12 to
15 acres in area. It is said to have an average depth of 18 feet at low water. In
January, 1893, during a cold snap, ice was formed over this pool to the thickness of 31
inches. At this time many of the lobsters died. All the pollock also, which had been
placed in the pond, were killed, some of them being 2~ feet long, and large numbers
of hake at the same time succumbed.'

Lieut. W. M. Wood (207), while transporting live lobsters from New York Oity to
Chesapeake Bay, tried some experiments upon the effect of reducing the temperature
of the water. Lobsters placed in water at the fi·eezing·point were just alive after
one hour's immersion. He was of the opinion that lobsters could be kept alive for a
number of days in a cold chest, with a temperature of from 400 to [jOO F. The practice
of transporting lobsters by the aid of ice is now generally adopted.

The annual range of temperature throughout the stretch of coast inhabited by
the lobster is less than might be supposed. The temperature of the surface water of
Winter Quarter Shoal, Virginia, ranges from 350 to 76° F.; at Pive Fathom Bank,
New Jersey, the range is 370 to 760. Delaware Breakwater, which is practically the
southern limit of the lobster, is situated between the light-ships anehored upon these
two shoals. At Sandy Hook light-ship, north of the Five Fathom Bank, New Jersey,
we have an annual range of 33° to 74°; at Bartlett Reef and Hartford Shoal light­
ships, on Long Island Sound, it is 330 to 700. 'I'he middle portion of Vineyard
Sound, farther east, has a similar range, while at the Brenton Reef and Vineyard
Sonnd light-ships, the region of Block Island, the Elizabeth Islands, and Marthas
Vineyard, the temperature varies from about 32° to 690. 'I'he range at Woods Hole
(see table 2) is about 29° to 78°, taking the means for each month, while the actual
extremes are greater. At Pollock Hip light-ship, at the southern end of Oape Cod,
the mean range is 32° to 62°; in the Gulf of Maine the same range is obtained by
combining the results of observations at all stations. In some places the maximum is
only [)40. The preceding data .are extracted from a paper by MI'. Rathbun (157).

Mr. J. H. Duval' says that from 1878 to 1880 the average temperature on the north
shore of Prince Edward Island was 56Ji60 in .Iune, 63.400 in July, and 62.270 in
August. The temperature of the water at bottom in 6 to 8 fathoms he estimated
roughly at [j5°. Lobsters spawn in .Iuly on the north shore; in August 011 the Routh

1 The inspector of fisheries of Prince Edward Island has' an in teresting note on the capture of
lobsters through the icc in his anuual report for 1882 (210). He says that on March 10 of that year
there were brought to him" a number of lobsters of a uniform length of body [probably meaning
carapaee or shell of the back] of 4 inches, and one weighing 3 pounds that had been taken through
the ice by the scoop of a mnd-digging machine in It creek off Cnscnmpeque Bay. TIICY seemed ruther
sluggiah, Imt not torpid." It is evident that these lobsters preferred to burrow ill the mud rather
than migrate into deeper water.
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shore. This is explained, he thinks, by the current and by the rise of the tides in the
straits of Northumberland, which make the southern water cooler, and hence delay
the spawning (209, p. 23:~).

Nielsen finds that the temperature of the water along the coast of Labrador ranges
very low and does not exceed 4H.O[)O F. on the warmest amurncr days. 'I'he lobster is
thus debarred from this coast north of Henley Harbor, where it comes more directly
under the intluence of ice and the arctic current (see p. Hi).

SENSIBILITY TO LIGHT.

The lobster is essentially a nocturnal animal, exploring the bottom in the quest of
food mainly in tile night, when it is far more active than during the day. 'rhis can be
proved by anyone who watches their habits ill aquaria or in lobster ponds or cars. It
is true that they show some activity in the daytime, especially if they are fed, but at
night they become very restless. Moving nimbly about, they explore every part of the
car or investigate anew the resources of tho aquarium. I believe that the eggs are
laid and that the pairing takes place at that time, and this inference is strengthened
by the fact that this is the common habit of shrimp and many other crustacea, The
crayfish, according to Ohautran (37), usually lays its eggs in the Hight.

According to Forel, light can not penetrate in the ocean below a depth of 400 meters
of tolerably clear water, but even in [;0 fathoms oft' the Atlantic coast the difference
between day and night can not be very considerable. 'rids is not the case in shallow
bays or sounds with sandy bottom, which lobsters frequent in summer, and where we
may expect to find the greatest difference between their diurnal and nocturnal habits.
The lobster, like many other marine invertebrates, is very sensitive to the extremes of
heat and cold. If exposed to direct sunlight ont of the water, or to the nipping air
of a winter's day, it weakens and succumbs ill a short time.

The large floating cars in which lobsters are generally stored alive, in readiness
for market, are always kept closed. When they are particularly shallow and the
lobsters are exposed to the glare of the sun they always suffer and sometimes die in
consequence. The majority of lobsters probably spend the greater part of the year
in depths where the effect of sunlight is but very slight, and during the course of its
evolution the eye of this animal has become se nsitive to a minimum quantity of light
1"01' this reason alone we should expect that the adults would avoid intense sunlight
The effect of' light upon the colors of the shell is considered ill another place. (See
pp. 135, 136.)

DIGGING AND BURROWING HABI TS OF THE LOBSTER,

The lobster not only digs up the sea bottom in its search for sheltfish t111d covers
itself with mud in cold weather, hut burrows, under some conditions at least, as
extensively as the muskrat, I have observed this interesting habit only in lobsters
confined in pounds where they are obliged to adapt themselves to new conditions, it
is true, but since they burrow while ill these inclosures in sumIller as well as in winter,
we may infer that the habit is one which is often practiced wheu the animal is free to
roam at will. This has been observed, moreover, by fishermen who have frequently
taken lobsters from their holes,
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The lobster pound at the Vinal Haven Islands is a granite basin with a clay or
mud bottom, and with low mud banks in certain parts of the shore. At low tide it
has an average depth of 3 fathoms, while the difference between tides is 10 feet. On
the 26th of August, 1893, I explored thi« pound in a boat, in company with Mr. Thomas
Barton, an intelligent lobster fisherman, and had an excellent opportunity to observe
how Iobsters behave under such conditions on a "bright summer afternoon. It was
quite common to see these animals partially buried in the mud in shallow water,
their antennre, eyes, and part of the shell projecting from the muddy surface. We
could rely upon finding lobsters in the holes which they excavate beneath stones, and
rarely failed to discover one or more individuals in every g-ood-sized chink among
the rocks. Others lay at the mouths of burrows which they had dug straight into the
banks. Comparatively few lobsters were seen lying upon the bottom or crawling
actively over it. Occasionally two or three lobsters could be dislodged from a common
place of retreat, and Mr. Barton said that in the spring, when the ice was breaking up,
he had taken five lobsters from a single hole in the mud. Some years ago the lobsters
made their way out of this pound, as I was told by un old fisherman formerly employed
there, by excavating a submarine passage beneath the dam. In order to effect their
escape, they had dug down beneath the stones to a depth of from 2 to 3 feet.

At oue of the pounds in Southport, Maine, I had a still better opportunity to
study the burrowing habits of the lobster. The larger pound at this island is under the
charge of Mr. A. P. Greenleaf, a man of much experience ill fishing the lobster and
a very intelligent observer of its habits.' He finds that the lobster burrows most
extensively in winter, when it is far less active ill the ponnds than at other times.
When the water is drawn oft' from the pound in winter the lobsters often remain in
their holes, the months of which are then exposed along the banks, but in summer
they are more careful under these conditions to forsake their burrows and crawl into
deeper water.

In digging, lobsters probably make use of their large claws and walking legs, and
possibly the tail-fan may be brought into service as a scoop or shovel, but I have
no observation in support of this latter supposition. In some cases, however, I have
noticed the under side of the tail-fan to be scratched and scarified and the marginal
fringe of hairs worn down in such a war as to suggest the probability of such a use."

That lobsters transport stones with their large claws, Mr. Greenleaf had the oppor­
tunity to observe, while watching a lobster one day in the pound. The animal was
maneuvering about a hole, in 3 feet of water. It was secn to crawl up to the burrow,
possibly one which had been dug by another lobster, and cautiously put in first one
claw and then the other. Fiually it went in so as to conceal about half the length of

I Mr. Greenleaf is the only fisherman whom I have met who has Independently determined the
period during which the female lobster regularly carries her eggs.

2The process by which the hole is said to be excavated solely by means of the tail has been
descrtbed by a writer on the hnbits of the lobster (181). This paper abounds in errors, and leads one
to suspect that the author has drawn too largely upon the accounts of others; still, this fact need not
discredit this particular observation. He says: "The tail is slowly drawn up at first, taking as much
of the IIIud as possible on its under side; then, when well under the body, a final powerful jerk sends
the mud or sand from out in front, and at tho same time draws the lobster further buck into the cavity
thus made, enabling him to get a better grasp for repeating the process over and over again, till by
degrees ho disappears from sight." The statement that" these holes are for the shelter of the lobster
during the period of exuviation," however plausible it may be, is eontmry to observed fucts. .
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its body and brought out in its large" club claw" a small stone, which it deposited
near the mouth of the burrow. Having' thus removed this obstruction, it faced about
and "backed," tail first, into its newly acquired shelter.

The east pound at this place has 18 feet of water at half tide and an average depth
of about 8 feet. On one side are low rocky cliffs, the talus of which gives shelter to
many lobsters, while the low clay banks of the opposite shore are so completely under­
mined by their burrows as to afford, in some places, a very insecure foothold. I
examined these banks carefully from a boat, and had the opportunity of satisfying
myself of the extent to which the tnnneling operations had been carried on. The holes
were driven horizontally into the mud bank to a distance of from 1 to 5 feet, and in
each a lobster could either be seen, the tips of its large claws and its antenna; standing
out, or could be felt by inserting the end of' an oar, the lobster fixing its large claws
on the blade and sometimes allowing itself to be dragged out clear.

The holes had sometimes a relatively large opening of 8 to 10 inches in diameter,
which allowed of their being' readily probed and measured with an oar blade. I did
not observe that they ever had an upward or downward curve, but they sometimes
swerve to the right or left, which is explained, perhaps, by the presence of some obstacle
in the path. In some cases the holes were made beneath rocks, and the entrance was
often much larger than that described, owing, perhaps, to the union of the mouths of
two originally distinct burrows. The pile of dirt and the broken clam shells which
are sometimes seen near the hole of the lobster recall the excavations of the muskrat.
It is exceptional to see a lobster with its tail projecting from the burrow. I saw one
or two under these circumstances, and when touched they immediately disappeared.
I thought that possibly they might be engaged in digging while in this position, but
this was evidently not the case, as the water about the hole was very clear. These
pounds are often much roiled, so energetically do the lobsters turn over the bottom
and dig into the banks. On this account it is not easy to watch the process of
excavation, which in all probability is carried on at night.

I was informed by one fisherman, who had hunted lobsters quite extensively along
the north Atlantic coast, that he had frequently taken lobsters out of holes in the
mud and eelgrass, while wading in shallow water. It bas been observed in pounds
that a cold snap in winter will cause the lobsters to burrow suddenly in the mud, so
that they can not be taken ill traps for several days. We have already noticed the
probable occurrence of the same thing in Newfoundland, when the temperature of the
water is abruptly lowered. (See pp. 21, and 26, note 1.)

The burrowing habits of certain species of crayfish are well known, while 'those
of the Stomatopods, which have been described by Professor Brooks, (26~) are eqnally
eharacteristio. We meet with the same habit in many shrimp, such as Alpheus,
expressed in a greater or less degree; in crabs, and in a great number of the lower
crustacea.

THE FOOD OF THE LOBSTER AND HOW IT IS PROCURED.

The food of the lobster consists principally of fish, alive or dead, and of inverte­
brates which inhabit .the bottom and come within its reach. It is not unusual to find
bits of algre, such as the common eelgrass, in its stomach, and sometimes in such
quantities as to show that it is not an accidental occurrence. Vegetable matter,
however, forms, at most, but a small part of its diet. Fragments of dead shells are
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frequently met with, and in Iobstcrs from ;) to 4 inches long, under very peculiar cir­
cumstances. (See pp. 89 and no.) Coarse sand and gravel-etones, occasioually as large
as duck shot, may also be found in the stomach, out with no marked regularity.
These are not necessary for grinding the food, as in the gizzards of fowls, since the
walls of the lobster's stomach are furnished with an admirable masticatory apparatus;
still, whether of accidental occurrence or not, they can hardly fail to serve a useful
purpose.

In the course of this Investigation of the habits of the lobster, the stomachs of
large numbers of these animals were carefully preserved during a period of seven
months (December to June). They were all captured in the harbor of Woods Hole,
Massachusetts, under the conditions described on p. 25. A considerable number
of these stomachs were empty; more than half contained remnants of recently devoured
fish, a mass of scales and bones, mixed with fragments of the indigestible parts of
other organisms. In many cases it was quite evident that the bait of the traps
formed the only food found in their stomachs.

The lobster undoubtedly regurgitates the insoluble and indigestible parts of
its food. That the crayfish possesses this power was shown by the experiments of
Lemoine (118). When the buccal cavity was stimulated by electricity, antiperiataltic
movements were set up in the remaining parts, until the contents of the stomach
escape-d by the mouth. It was thus proved that the cesopliagus was capable of two
kinds of movements-c-peristaltie and antiperistaltic. Some such outlet for waste
matter is absolutely necessary in an animal where the fluid 01' finely divided and
digestible parts of the food only can pass into the delicate intestine. The hard parts
of fish, mollusks, and crustacea appear to be retained until they have given up a good
deal of their lime, thus contributing to the calcareous supply of the exoskeleton.

The stomachs examined contained remnants of the following organisms placed in
the order of their relative abundance: fish (procured independently of the traps);
crustacea, embracing chiefly isopods and deeapods ; mollusca, consisting largely of
small unival ves; algre ; echinoderms and hydroids. The bones of fish showed them
to belong, as a rule, to small individuals or species. Among the crustacean remains
parts of' the small mud-crab, Pauopreus (P. sayi and P. depressu«, the eonunou species
in Vineyard Sound) were almost invariably recoguized, and it was not unusual to find
parts of the skeletons of small Iobsters. The isopod, Oivolana concharum, is frequently
eaten by the lobster, often in large numbers. This species is a scavenger, and
devours the bait used in the traps, which explains its eommon occurrence in the
stomachs of lobstersrecently caught. In one case, that of a female captured ill January,
the stomach was filled with fresh lobster eggs in an advanced stage of development,
These were not taken from any lobsters in the trap, but under what circumstances
they were obtained one can easily conjecture. The flgg-Iobster is undoubtedly a shining
mark, not only for outside enemies, but even for members of its OWII species. The
larger mollusks are eaten by crushing the shells and picking out the soft parts, while
many of the smaller species are swallowed entire, and afterwards pul verized in the
gastric mill. Eohinoderms probably enter' largely into the diet of the lobster, wher­
ever they abound. Parts of the eonnnou starfish (.Aster'ias forbesii) and rarely a few
spines of the sea-urchin (Arbaoia punctulata) were detected, but it might be that the
latter were swallowed together with other calcareous fragments. Very little change
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in the food was noticed during the will tel' and spring mouths, and there was little
evidence that the appetites of these animals sensibly abated during' the cold weather,
yet it is probable that food is less abundant and less uecessary in winter, (See pp.
24, note 1, and 25.)

That lobsters catch fish alive there is no doubt, but few have ever seen this feat
performed. Fish which inhabit the bottom, like the flounder, would naturally fall an
easy prey to their powerful claws. They are said to catch the sculpin, and I have
known a lobster which was confined in. an aquarium at the United States Fish Com­
mission station in the summer to seize and devour the sea-robin (Prionotus cvolans).

The common blue crab (Callincctcs hlfstatus) is said to capture fish, and fishermen
report having taken haddock on trawls with the heads almost nipped off, as if cut by
the claws of the lobster.

'I'he smaller of the large claws is essentially a pair of toothed nippers, the hard
tips of which are in curved so as to enable the auimal to secure and hold every
object which it can fairly seize. This is sometimes called the" fish claw" or the "quick
claw" by fishermen in Maine, while the heavy crushiug-cluw is called the" club claw,"
and according to Travis (191) it was known in England in the last ceuturyas the
"knobbed" 01' "numb claw."

While lobsters are great scavougers, it is probable that they always prefer fresh
food to stale. Some tisherrueu ruaiutaiu that there is no better bait than fresh herr-ing.'
Fresh codfish-heads, flattish, sculpins, sea-robins, menhaden, and haddock are also
used, as well as salted fish. The flesh of the shark is occasionally utilized by the Gay
Head fishermen OIL account of its rlrmuess and lasting qualities.

In the lobster pound at Southport, Maine, the lobsters are fed chiefly upon herring
and sculpin. The fish are scattered around the shore and over the pond. 'I'hey stop
feeding them after the 1st of December, and the fall stock is taken out for the winter
market in January, February, and March.

In the large lobster pound at the Vinal Haven Islands I have seen the muddy
bottom scored in all directions-i-the work of lobsters in their search for clams. One
is there reminded of a pasture ill which the HOi! has been rooted up by pigs. As a fish­
erman remarked, if you put lobsters ill a pound and do not feed them, they will soon
turn over the bottom as effectively as it could' be done with a plow. Some of the holes
which the 101>ste1'1'\ had made ill digging' clams were 2 feet in diameter and 6 inches
or more in depth. Here they had dug up the eelgrass, or loosened it so that it had
floated to the surface, and cartloada of it had been cast ashore. We have already
seen that lobsters sometimes eat parts of this plant," but they had plainly rooted it up
in this case with another object ill view. The broken and often comminuted shells
of the long-necked clam (l1fya nrcnaria) could be seen strewn everywhere about their
excavations.

The lobster probably attacks such large and powerful mollusks as the conchs,
which live upon hard bottom, ill deep water, and devours their soft parts. An illustra-

'1 a III told by MI'. M. B. Sp iu ney, of Cl iffstono, Maille, that nHtu~· years ago, when lobsters were
very abundant, he u.ud his father uaerl "wash bait," in tukiug' them. Fish, such as the mnckerol, were
nriuced up and put overboard. 'l'hen, as lobsters came Hocking from all directions about the boat,
they would guff them.

e The grass-wrack, 01' eelgrass (ZoHlcl'a lnfl'l';na), belonging to the pond-weed family (Naiaclacere), is,
with one or two exocpt.ious. the only tloweriug plant found growing submerged ill salt water on the
New Englund coast.
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tion of this was afforded in an aquarium at Woods Hole ill the summer of 189~, when
a conch (SycotYPU8 canaliculatw;) was placed ill the same tank with a female lobster
which was nearly 10 inches long aud which had been in captivity about eight weeks.
The conch, which was of the average size, was not molested for several days, but at
last, when hard pressed by hunger, the lobster attacked it, broke. oft' its shell, piece by
piece, and made quick work of the soft meat.

On many parts of the coast the lobster does not find any lack of dead fish for
food. This is notoriously the case where seining is conducted on a large scale, as on
the coast of Maine. One of the great evils attending this method of taking fish is
the destruction wrought upon the young. In seining mackerel the catch is hoisted
upon deck, where the fish are sorted, the larger, which are marketable, being saved
while the smaller fry are thrown overboard. Owing to the rough treatment which
they receive, and especially the exposure to the sun, the smaller fish are thus said to
be destroyed by thousands. The lobsters in the vicinity profit by this evil, playing
the part of scavengers.

If a lobster which has fasted for a number of hours is fed with a little fresh meat,
such as a piece of clam or fish, the process of feeding will be found to be one of no
little interest. The lobster eagerly seizes a piece of food with the chelse of the third
and fourth pairs of walking legs, and passes it up to the third pair of maxillipeds,
which are held close together, each being bent at the fourth joint and folded on itself.
With the third maxillipeds thus pressing against the mouth, the food is kept in
contact with the other mouth parts, all of which are in motion, and their action is thus
brought to bear upon it. By means of the cutting spines of the appendages external
to the mandibles-c-maxillre and first and second pairs of maxillipeds-the meat is as
finely divided as in a sausage machine, and a stream of fine particles is passed con­
stantly into the mouth, being previously submitted to the action of the mandibles.

If one wishes to watch the movements of the complicated mouth parts more
closely, he has only to take a lobster out of the water, place the animal upon its back,
and when it has become sufficiently quiet stimulate the mandibles or the broad plate
of the large maxillipeds with the juice of a clam or the vapor of ammonia, which can
be squirted with a pipette. Masticatory movements are immediately set up in the
appendages, those belonging to the side stimulated usually working independently.
The two small chelate legs are also drawn up rapidly to the mouth, as if to hand
up pieces of food.

When stimulated in this way the plates of the first pair of maxillas come together
over the lower posterior half of the mandibles. The movements of the masticatory
parts of the second maxillre are synchronous with the beating of the scaphognathite.
These project somewhat obliquely over the convex surfaces of the appendages in front,
inward, and slightly upward. The large plates of the first maxillipeds work up and
down, and at the same time inward toward the middle line, describing an ellipse. The
second pair of maxillipeds move alternately or together, inward and outward, with
slight up-and-down movement. 'I'he large maxillipeds move together, the toothed
margins meeting like the edges of a nutcracker (compare fig. 68, pl. 30), while the
three terminal joints are "bent inward and somewhat downward, as in the case of the
second maxillipeds, so as to meet 011 the middle line below and hold the food up to
the mouth.



Chapter n.-REPRODUCTION.

THE REPROI?UCTIVE ORGANS.

The breeding habits of an animal are not only of great scientific interest, but of
the utmost practical importance, in view of any experiments which we may under­
take iu its artificial propagation. When this work was begnn the breeding habits
of the lobster were very imperfectly understood, and until now no exhaustive study
of the subject has been attempted. In questions of this kind, one may be led to
draw conclusions from too slender data, since an abundance of carefully attested
facts gathered from a sufficiently wide area can be attained only with great difficulty.

In the summer of 1891 I made as full a study as the time would allow of the
reproductive organs and habits of the lobster at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, and in
the summer and fall of 1893 I was able to add to my knowledge of this subject by
materials gathered at different points along the northern Atlantic coast.

The reproductive organs will now be briefly considered, reserving a description of
their structure and development for another part of this paper'. (See Chapter X.)

The ovaries, or "coral" as they are sometimes called, consist of two cylindrical
rods of tissue united by a transverse bridge in the upper part of the body, and are
immediately exposed upon opening the dorsal body wall. The uniting bridge of tissue
probably represents the first trace of a fusion, which is expressed in various degrees
ill different Decapods. The ovarian lobes extend over about two-thirds the length of
the animal, from behind the head to the third, fourth, or fifth segments of the "tail,"
and when approaching maturity are of a rich, dark-green color (plate 36, fig. 123; see
also plate 38). The ripe ovaries are so much swollen that they fill all the available
space in the upper parts of the body-cavity. The bead-like eggs are clearly seen
through the thin ovarian wall, and when this is cut they flow out, if perfectly ripe, in
an uninterrupted stream. When the congested ovary is not mature the loosened eggs
stick together and can not be easily disengaged without injury. A female with eggs
approaching maturity can be readily distinguished by extending the translucent
membrane between the "tail" and carapace, through which the deep-green color of
the ovary is at once apparent, but since the eggs can not be pressed from the unyield­
ing body of the animal, there is no way of telling when these are ripe short of actual
dissection.

The secondary organs of reproduction in the female are: (a) The oviducts, two short;
membranous tubes, which lead from the ovaries to the exterior, and open, one on each
'side, upon the basal segments of the second pair of walking legs; (b) the copulatory
pouch or seminal receptacle, for storage of spermatozoa (plate 7, and plate 38, fig. 130),
situated between the bases of the third pair of walking legs; (c) cement glands, which
secrete the material by which the eggs are fixed to the swimming legs (plate 40, fig.
144, and plate 49, figs. 211, 212); (d) the first pair of abdominal appendages, which
are so reduced in size and modified as to be useless for swimming.

1''. c. u, 1805-3
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'fill' male reproductive organs arc the testes (pluto au, fig. 120), the duets of which
open at the base of the last pail' of walking legs. 'I'he sperm which is inclosed in
gelatinous capsules or sperrnatophores, the secretion of the seminal ducts, is thus
ejected in packets. There is no penis or tubular extension of the integument from the
opening of the duct, as is the case with the Braehyura,

The first pair of legs of the tail are also modified in a peculiar way in the male, as
if. they served for conducting tbe spermatophores through the elastic, slit-like orifice of
the seminal receptacle.

There are numerous secondary sexual distinctions, the most striking of which is
seen in the abdomen. The latter is conspicuously broader in the female, a variation
which is 'correlated with the greater size of the ovary as compared with the testis;
its lateral plates are deeper and it is more conspicuously hollowed below to form an
incubatory pouch for the ova. A discriminative fisherman can thus distinguish the sex
at a glance. (Compare plates 4 and 6.) The large claws are more voluminous in the
male than in the female, and the male attains the greatest size. This would imply
that the male molts oftener than the female, which, according to the observations of
Brook (26), is actually the case.

In addition to these distinctions Gouriet (82) found that in the crayfish the
antennae were longer in the males than in the females; that while the length of the
abdomen of the male was relatively shorter, it was heavier than in the female. He
found the length of the abdomen, compared with that of the carapace, to be in the
proportion of 7 to 6 in the female, while in thc male this difference in length did not
exceed -h inch.

In the male lobster the second pair of swimmerets carries a small spur on its inner
blade, the function of which is obscure. The reduction of the first pair of abdominal
appendages in the female is in all probability correlated with tbeir use in reproduction.
If they were of the normal size they would catch so many eggs at the time of oviposl­
tion that it would be next to impossible for the female to completely flex the abdomen.
Locomotion would thus be interfered with, and the eggs would be constantly exposed.
As it is, it sometimes happens in very large females, where the ova are excessively
abundant, that it is impossible to completely fold the abdomen. (See p. 54.)

Each testis consists of a slender, grayish-white, sacculated tube filled with devel­
oping sperm cells (fig. 120, plate 36), and its coiled duct usually contains sperm in
abundance. The spermatophore can be easily pressed from the duct, when the latter is
dissected out. The sperm cells have a characteristic shape (fig. 129, plate 37) and are
absolutely immobile in the conditions under which they are orrlinarily observed, but
it is impossible to suppose that this is always the case. Their complicated form,
recalling that of the ben-shaped medusa, leads one to suspect that under the influence
of some subtle and unknown stimulus, possibly of a chemical nature and coming from
the cement glands or some other organ, they are able to execute independent and
rapid movements through the water.'
--------------------------_._-----_ ...• _--_.

1 Cano states that he once detected amreboid movements in t.he rayed sperm-cells of the crab
Maia. See observations quoted Oll p. 49.
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THE PAIRING OF THE LOBSTER AND OF OTHER CRUSTACEA.
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The copulation of the lobster has never been seen, as far as I am aware, in any of
the species, but we know that it takes place in spring and summer at least, if not at
other times of the year. If ripe females, or females even with newly laid eggs, are
examined in J nne or July at Woods Hole, the semlnal receptacle is found to be almost
invariably charged with spermatozoa, and it is evident that copulation takes place,
certainly in many cases, without immediate reference to the condition of the animal.
Thus on August 19 I examined a female lobster which was 9 iuches long and found
her seminal receptacle loaded with sperm. The ovaries were of a light, greenish-yellow
color, and in a very immature condition. 'I'his lobster had been impregnated at least
two years before her eggs would be ripe.

I was surprised to find the seminal pouch of another lobster, which was examined
about the same time, to be charged with freshly deposited sperm, although it had just
hatched a brood and was preparing to molt. I t therefore seems probable that the
male lobster has no means of discriminating the sexual condition of the female. This
lobster, in the ordinary course of nature, would soon have lost in the molt the sperm
with which she had been so recently supplied. The first copulation, which had occurred
either before or shortly after the hatching of the brood, must have been followed by a
second union in order to secure the fertilization of the next batch of eggs. These
would not be due, moreover, m;til one year from this time. It is thus evident that
the female lobster is not impregnated once for all and compelled to take the chances
of fertilizing her eggs, but is approached more than once by the male. The molting
of these animals, although subject to less variation in the adult female than in the
male, renders this necessary. Females usually molt shortly after the hatching of a
brood. Where the molting is accomplished just before the eggs are laid, which
happens very rarely-x-I have noticed only two cases in the lobster-(see p. 80), copu­
lation can precede the act of extrusion by a few days at the most.

A lobster which had been kept in an aquarium for upward of two months in the
summer, without access to the male, laid eggs which were normally fertilized. This
and other facts which have just been mentioned show that the female lobster must in
some cases be impregnated more than once before each reproductive period, and also
that the spermatozoa retain their vital activities for a long time, perhaps, as Bumpus
suggests (30), from one to two years. This is not so remarkable, when w.. ~;onsider

the longevity of spermatozoa recorded by Sir John Lubbock (Weismann's Essays;
vol. 1, p. 52), who succeeded in keeping a queen ant until she was 15 years old,
during which time she continued to lay fertile eggs. Fertilization must have taken
place at the latest in the season when the insect was captured. "There bas been no
male in the nest since then," writes Lubbock, "and, moreover, it is, I believe, well
established that queen ants and queen bees are fertilized once for all. Hence, the
spermatozoa of 1874 must have retained their life and energy for thirteen years, a
fact, I believe, unparalleled in physiology."

Observations on the copulation of the- crayfish (Potamobius jlut'ia,tilis) have been
made by Gerbe (43), Ohautrau, and other naturalists. The latest and most detailed
account of Ohantran, published in 1872 (39), is as follows: 1

-----------------------
1 In quotations from works in foreign languages, I shall give, for convenience, the English trans­

lation. The extract can be verified by reference to tho original.
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The male crayfish deposits its fertilizing matter in the form of spermatophorcs upon the plates
of the tail-fan and upon the plastron of the female. The time of egg-laying varies from two to
forty-five days after copulation. When the time comes for the extrusion of the eggs, the female raises
herself upon her feet, and theu the abdominal appendages secrete for a number of hours a grayish,
somewhat viscous mucus. She thereupon lies upon her 'back, bends her" tail" toward the opening­
of the oviducts, so as to form a kind of cistern or chamber, as described by Lereboullet, into which
during the followlng night the eggs are received as fast as they are expelled from the genital organs.
This expulsion lasts from one to several hours. These eggs, which are always turned so as to present
their whitish spot or eicatricula uppermost, iu order to be fertilized the more readily, are thus found
engulfed ill the grayish mucus which fastens, in some degree, the swimmerets and the borders and
extremity of the "tail" to the thorax. This also helps to bound the pocket or chamber, in which there
is a certain amount of water inclosed with eggs and mucus. Immediately after egg·laying we can
find in the water and mucus spermatozoids exactly like those contained in the spermatophores which
are attached to the plastron, and from which, in fact, the sperm-cells proceed. The spermatozoids are
thus in direct contact with the eggs and are ill the presence of a vehicle which assists them to penetrate
the ova. Fecundation is effected in this chamber, that is, outside of the genital organs of the female.

The spermatozoide found mixed with the eggs and mucus in the egg-chamber are like those
found in the spermatophores and male sexual organs. In the course of the first three days after
egg-laying these spermatozoids become spherical, pale, and continue immobile. After this they wither
and become smaller, darker, and more irregular. Finally, when, after the fixation of the eggs, the
excess of mucus has completely disappeared by means of pressure exerted by the incessant contractions
of the abdomen, which takes place in from six to eight days after egg-extrusion, those spermatophores
which still remain attached to the plastron consist of small white coriaceous filaments. The latter
are either isolated or composed of several adhering together. They have nothing to show but a
central cavity, in which the microscope can detect nothing but a few aperrnatozoids, more or less
withered. The wall of the spermatophores preserves its thickness and remains, as before, compoBed
of a hard, striated, tenacious mucus. .

On the 10th of October a small species of Oambarus copulated in an aquarium, in
the following manner: The animals lay on their sides, and the sternal surface of the
thorax of the male was pressed closely against that of the female. The abdomen of
the female was folded beneath that of the male. The male grasped with his great
claws the large pincers of the female, and thus held her securely, bringing also into
service the walking legs. According to Andrews (Johns Hopkins Univ. Circ., vol.
XIV, p. 74), the spermatophores, which I did not observe, are deposited in the annulus
of the female, and the animals are firmly adherent by means of definite hooks and
ridges on the appendages of the male and female .respectively.

The following notes are interesting as showing how popular errors in regard to
the breeding habits of lobsters have arisen. Some of these statements, mixed with a

,minimum of accurate observation, have been repeated so many times that they have
almost assumed the semblance of truth.

Travis (191) writes to Thomas Pennant, in a letter OIl the habits of Homarus gam­
marus, published ill 1777, that lobsters "begin to breed in the spring and continue

. breeding most of the summer; they propagate more humano and are extremely prolific.
Dr. Baster says be counted 12,444 eggs under the tail, besides those that remained
in the body unprotruded, They deposit these eggs in the sand, where they are soon
hatched." Tbis curious contradictory statement is repeated by Herbst (88), who says
that "they lay their eggs in the sand, where they are hatched hy the sun." I

11'he same notion existed in regard to the breeding habits of crabs. Thus, Herbst says: "The
sea crabs do not show BO much care for their young as the crayfish. They trJ' to deposit their eg/!;s
either ou the shore in the sand or they commit them to the sea, which washes these eggs thus extruded
in on the beach, where they are soon hatched by the sun, and the young seek again their proper
element." Of the laud crabs, he says: "They carry their eggs to the sea, where the females wash them
off from their tails. 'I'hey are then cast up by tho sea 011 the beach, where they are hatched by the sun."



THE AMlmICAN LOBi;TER. 37

Boeck asserts (20) in his history of the Norwegian lobster fishery, that a real act of
copulation takes place, the male placing its double male member (modified appendages
of the first abdominal somite) into the outer genital openings of the female, and that
the eggs are impregnated while they are yet in the ovary.

Fraiche (70) says that the union of the sexes takes place in the fall of the year
(October and November) for the common and Norwegian lobsters, and in the case of
the former species extends into winter:

As with the crayfish, the sexual act is accomplished belly to belly, and so closely and :firmly do
they clasp each other, that, if taken from the water at this period, it is with difficulty that they can
he separated.

He thinks that the seminal fluid is introduced directly into the oviducts, and
says that the sides of the abdomen secrete a viscous snbstance which incloses the
eggs and attaches them to the body of the female.

The question, How is the fertilization of the eggs effected in crustacea? is one
which bas been asked by naturalists from the days of' Aristotle down to the present
century, and it has received the most varied and contradictory answers. A brief
account of the history of opinion on this subject has been given by Brocchi in his
thesis on the male organs of the decapod crustacea, published in 1875 (25). One
source of difficulty lay, as recent studies have proved, in supposing that the process
was essentially the same in both Maerura and Brachyura.

Porzio! and Oavollni (36),1 among the older writers, as Brocehi shows, had clearer
ideas upon this question than their immediate successors. Thus the Neapolitan
physician, Porzio, says, in his study on the lobster:

Organa autem propagattonis et generationis sic constructa sunt, ut facllem non iuveuinm
rationem qua marls semen, in femirue corpus ejaculari, infundi, vel introiri poasit,

Oavolini also remarks in his memoir on generation, published in 1787, that-..
The' omstaeea copulate face to face, with the penis on the outside of the body; there is no intro­

mission, for the papilla which we have shown to be present on the base of the last pair of legs can
scarcely serve to make a passage for the semen; the eggs are glued to the hairs of the female and are
bathed in the semen (36).

Milne Edwards (58) in his Histoire Naturelle des Crustaces, published in 1834,
expressed some true ideas upon the reproductive processes in the crustacea which were
not comprehended by many subsequent writers. At the same time he falls into errors
in regard to certain organs and their functions. He says that the first two pairs of
abdominal appendages in the male, which are often so different from the following
pairs, seem to serve as exciting organs in the act of reproduction, but that naturalists
have been mistaken in regarding them as representing the penis. In many cases, as in
Gegarcinus, their size would make it Impossible for them to penetrate into the vulva,
and he says" we have proved, by direct observation, that in others it is the lower end
of the efferent canal which is alone introduced into the body of the female." These
appendages apparently assist in directing the penis toward the vulva, and possibly in
exciting the latter. (See note 1, p. 39.) He calls attention to the important fact that
in the Anomura and Maerura there is no copulatory pouch such as he had discovered

I I have heen unable to consult thc original works of these writers, und l'iVll t.he quotublous from
them OJl the lIuthority of Brocchi lIIHl Cauo,
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in th e Brachyura, I II the Brachyura he found that a t r ne cop ulation took pl ace : "The
wands of the male penetrate into the copnlatory pouches situated below the vulval of
t he female, and depo sit t here the semen, which is so held and preser ved in that part
t hat it may be turned over the eggs as fast as they pass out." Ou the coasts of Brittany
Milne Edwards found a female Oancerpagu1"U8, which was fertilized, " and in which t be
extremities of the wands of the male were broken oft' after copulation, as happens ill
man y insects; these or gans remained inclosed iu the cop ulatory pouches." A s
Brocchi (25) observes, Milne Edwards seem s t o have for eseen the presen ce of sperma­
tophores, for in a subsequent work (5.9) he says, in referen ce to this observation, that
since his attention has been directed to sper matophores it h as seemed possib le "that
the sort of stopper in question left in the vulva may have been a body of that nature
rather than a fragment of the penis."

In regard to the reproduction of t he Macrura, where there is no internal seminal
receptacle , t he fecu ndation of the eggs , says Milne Edwards (58), is less easily under­
s tood :

It is generally admitted that in all these anim als ther e is a true copulat ion, in consequence of
which the se minal fluid is introdu ced into the in terior of t he ge nerat ive or gan s of the fem ale, If it
w ere n ot so, it would be difficulf to understand how the ef{gs , which flll t he ent ire ovary, th e first of
wh ich are laid a long t ime before the last a rc developed, com e in contac t with this fluid, as a n ecessary
condit ion of their fertiliza tion. Hut ther e is not, so far as I know, any direct obser vation which proves
the ex iste nce of such a cop ulation, and t he absence of a copulatory p ouch leads us to suppose that iu
th ese an imals t he eggs are fertilized as in the cr icket, or very sh ortly af ter t hey hav e left t he body of
t he mother . After being received iuto the cavity of the ovary, the egg is' directed little by little

. toward t he extern al orifice of on e of the oviducts, t he walls of which secret e in sp r ing a ra ther thick,
albuminous li qu id, which, hardening after th e eggs a re laid, forms a sec ond exter na l en velope.

This error of attrib uting the viscous secretion to the oviducts has been repeated
by subsequent writer s, notwithstandin g the fact that it was cor rected by Milne
E dwards (60) in a subsequent work. H e says in a note following a reca~itulation of
the observations of Ler eboullet, that the glue by which the eg gs are at t ached does not
come from the walls of the oviduct, but is secreted by subcut aneo us glands situated on
t he under side of the abdomen, between the bases of the appendages. A membranous
penis is said to be formed by the subdermal portion of the seminal tube, which is here
en larged and has thickened walls. This dilated portion of the canal, the "vecteur" of
t he sperm, "is capable of evaginating and passing outside beyond the genit al opening,
to the borders of which it is inserted. It thus forms a tubular appendix, having t he
function of a penis."
which the se minal fluid is introdu ced into t llC int eri or of t he generative or gan s of the fem ale. If it
we re n ot so, it would be difficnlf to un ders tan d how the ef{gs, which flll t he ent ire ovary, th e first of
which are la id a long t ime before the last a rc developed, com e in con t ac t with this fluid, as a n ecessary
coudi t ion of their fertilizatiou. Hut ther e is not, so far as I know, any direct obser va t ion which proves
the ex iste nce of such a cop ulation, and t he absence of a copulat ory p ouch leads us to suppose that in
th ese an imals the eggs are fertilized as in the cr ick et, or very sh ortly aft er t hey have left t he body of
the mother . After being re ceived into the cavity of the ovary, the egg is' direct ed little by little

. toward t he extern al or ifice of on e of the oviducts, t he w alls of which secrete in sp r ing a r ather thick,
albuminous li qu id, which, h ardening after th e eggs are laid, forms a second exter na l en velope.

This error of attrib uting the viscous secretion to the oviducts has been repeated
by subsequent writers, notwithstandin g the fact that it was cor rected by Milne
E dwards (60) in a subsequent work. H e says in a note following a reca~itulation of
t he observations of Ler eboullet, that the glue by which the eg gs are at t ached does not
come from the walls of the oviduct, but is secreted by subcut ane ous glands situated on
t he under side of the abdomen, between the bases of the appendages. A membranous
penis is said to be formed by the subdermal portion of the seminal tube, which is here
en larged and has thickened walls. This dilated portion of the canal, the "vecteur" of
t he sperm, "is capable of evaginatiug and passing outside beyond the genital opening,
to the borders of which it is inserted. It thus forms a t ubular appendix, having t he
funct ion of a penis."

Milne Edwards was undoubtedly mistaken in supposing that the large glandular
segment of the vas deferens of the Macrura was evaginated in copulation. This, as
Grobbenremarked, wo uld be mechanically impossible (83).

~ . .
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had also the notion that the male helped the female to place her eggs under the
abdomen and glue them to the swimmerets.

Apart from the physical impossibility of an internal copulation and fertilization,
in the way which many have conjectured, the absence in the Macrura of two important
accessory reproductive organs, the vagina and internal seminal receptacle, points at
once to the fact that the eggs are fertilized outside of the body. With the discovery
of an external seminal pouch in the lobster, the function of which had been curiously
overlooked or misuuderstood uutil Butupus called attention to it in 1891 (30), this is
still further emphasized.

As Brocchi and, more recently, Oano (32) have pointed out, the vagina and iuter­
nal seminal receptacle always occur in the Brachyura ill relation to the presence of a
male penis (the terminal portion of the efferent duct which is said to be capable of
evagination), and imply a different method of copulation.

The common green crab (Oarcinus mamas), the pairing of which has been repeat
edly observed, illustrates this process among the Brachyura. A pair of these crabs
was brought into the laboratory at the United States Fish Commission at Woods
Hole on the 27th of July. They were adherent solely by the intromittent organs­
of' the male, which were introduced into the orifices of the oviducts of the female.
The male had a hard shell; the female, which was smaller,· a soft shell, conditions
which seem to be necessary for copulation, as Oavolini (36) long ago showed, and as
Bouehard-Ohantraux (21) and Lafresuaye (111) independently observed (25).

Cano gives the following account of' the copulation of Maia (33):

The male crab runs to meet the female, lifts her up and places her beneath him, embrnees her
closely with his feet, and his claws hold her by the margin of tile orbits or in the region of the
antennie. In other cases the male turns npon its back, catches hold of the female and draws hcr
upon his belly. The whole action lasts about an hour.

It is undoubtedly true, as Cano has remarked, that in all the Macrnra and Ano­
mura, which have no internal receptaculum seminis, penis or vagina, there is no internal
copulation and the sperm is never found in the ovary or its ducts.

THE LAYING OF EGGS.

In order to determine the time and limits of the breeding.season of the lobster, it
is necessary to collect and examine a large number of their eggs at different places
and at different times of the year. The examination of the winter or summer egg's
alone will not suffice to solve the problem, as I have learned by my own experience, and
this explains why the question has been the subject of so many conflicting statements
and has remained unsettled down to the present.day. (For a review of this question
see Nos. 98 and 101 of Bibliography.)

The following quotations illustrate the confusion which has surrounded this
important subject, Verrill (196) remarks:

There is a great difference in the breeding season on different parts of the coast. The lobsters
from New London and Stonington often lay their eggs as early as the last of April or first of May j
while at Halifax Mr. Smith found females with recenbly.Iaid eggs in September. At Eastport, Maine,
the females carry their eggs in midsummer.

1 The only intromittent organs noticed in this case were the Slender wnnd-Iike appendages of the
first abdominal somite. The penis is prcbably introduced after the former have been withdrawn.
(Compare p. 37.)
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At the time this was written it was not known that the lobster usually carries
her eggs for a period of ten or eleven months. It was, therefore, quite natural that
Verrill should misoonstrue the discriminative statement of Smith (182), who says:

The season at which the female lobsters carry eggs varies very much on different parts of the
coast. Lobsters from New London and Stonington, Connecticut, are with eggs in April and May,
while at Halifax, Nova Scotia, I found them with eggs, in which the embryos were just beginning to
develop, early in September. A corresponding variation is noticed in the lobster of the European coast.

Verrill further says (196, p. 745):
Subsequent observations have shown that the breeding season of the lobster extends over u large

part of the year. * • * Mr. Vinal N. Edwards has forwarded two living females, of medium size,
taken in Vineyard Sound, December 12, both carrying an abundance of freshly laid eggs. He states
that he finds about one in twenty carrying eggs at that aeasou.

Wheildon says, in a paper published in 1875 (202), that the assumption that the
lobster has a definite annual spawning season is an error, and that in February of that
year he had obtained" spawn in several stages of development from newly laid eggs
to the swimming Iarvee,"

The following statement of a member of the local government of Prince Edward
Island expresses an opinion upon the breeding habits of the lobster, which is as
misleading as it is common:

I feel certain that the close season has not and can not accomplish anything toward the first
object [protection for lobsters while spawning], as it is now admitted by everyone who has had any
experience in packing, that lobsters in spawn are caught at all seasons of the year and that they
have no particular season for spawning.

Bumpus concludes that-
The eggs are uOI'rnally deposited during the months of July and August, and develop rapidly so

long as the water is relatively warm. * « « Large numbers of eggs collected during the winter
months, both from tho colder waters of Nahant as well as frum tho warmer waters of Woods Hole,
were almost invariably in the same advanced stage of development-the eyes large and bright, the
appendages well outlined, and the yolk occupying but a fraction, perhaps one-third of the surface
exposure.

Out of huudreds of lobsters found "in berry" in May,1890, at Woods Hole," not
a single one had eggs in early stages of development." (30)

After fluctuating from one view to another, I came to the conclusion that the
breeding season was limited as defined in the paragraph just quoted, but as myobser­
vations had beeu restricted to the summer months and to the region about Woods
Hole, I determined to extend them to other points of the coast and to other seasons
of the year. The results of these inquiries I will now give in detail. They may be
summarized as follows:

For the majority of lobsters there is a definite breeding season, which is the
summer, July and August being the months in which the greatest number of eggs are
laid. A minority, orr the other hand, perhaps 20 to 25 per cent of the entire number
of spawners, lay their eggs at other times of the year, in the fall and winter at least,
if not also in the spring. The fall and winter eggs are normally extruded, and do not
appear to he necessarily the product of the first reproductive period. A glance at
table 12 shows that while the average size of the females is small, it is fully up to the
average of all females captured during the same time.

T received an "egg-lobster," which is not recorded in the following tables, from
Woods Hole early in December. It was 122- inches long, and its eggs were just past
the egg-uauplius stage. If laid in July or August, they would have reached this stage
in about 18 days.
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SUMMER EGGS IN VINEYARD SOUND.

The following tables illustrate the time of spawning of the lobster in the vicinity
of Woods Hole, in Vineyard Sound, and about Gay Head. The date of the extrusion
of the eggs is, of course, only approximately determinable. It is estimated from obser­
vationson the rate of development of embryos at Woods Hole. The parent lobsters
were confined in floating latticed boxes, which were exposed to the wash of the waves,
in one instance, for nearly a year. (See table 18, p. 56.)

TABLE 3.-Time of spawuin,q of the lobster in Vineyal'd Sound and vioinity in 188[1.

4 days July 16

27 days July 1
...do July 7

J'uly I
June 20

Juno 26
Do.
De.

July 8
July 9

Do.
Do.
Do.
Do.

July

Do.

JUly 13
July III

July 14
•July 9

Date of
extruston
of egp:s.

3 days ..
6 days .

I! days .
U to 9 days .

16 do do .
17 do July 18

18 do July 20

19 do July 28
20 do Aug. 3

, 1

Date oflSI IA f brvLoculity.

1

capture. ;tage of deve opment, I ge 0 elll r~ o.

I Woods Hole Harbor.. July 10 I' Thoracic abdominal plate well marked ...[8 to 9 days ..
2 Menemsha July 11 , At least four pairs of appendages behind 20 to 21 days .

mandibles.
3 .<10 do Egg nauplius: second untennre bilobed.. 14 to 15 days ..

~ I'w-';:d"ii~i~'H":~b~;:: :: .gg: ~:: ::::'~g :::: ::::::: ::::::::::::::::::: ::::::I:::::~~ ::::: :::::
6 do do Close of yolk se~mentation "'1 3 days .
7 Menemsha do Yolk eegmentution : 60 to 100 segments I! days ..

~, :~~~s:~~i~ :~:~~~~~~: ~ ~ ~1~ ~~~~ ~ ~ ~ j~ ;~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~;:;: ~;:~ ~: ~ ~ ~; ~~: ~;; ~~ ~: ~ j~;;Jf ~~;; ~; ~; ~ ~
12 do ............•.....do ElbA~~:.r. uaupkius . second antonneo nut \ 10 days .

13 do July 16 Eggnauplius, later stage: second anten- 14 to Ipdays ..
noo btlobed.

14 do tlo Close of yolk se~entation ..
15 do do .•.. Thoracio abdomfnal plate beoomiug prom-

inent.
Yolk segmentation: 50 to 100 segments ...
Large tlioracic abdominal plate. Pit ob­

scured.
Very slight invagination: nuclei close to

surface.

.~~e!;~~1.1~.~~~~.I~~.~~::: ::::::::::::::::

No.

,_--'---------'-----'-,------

TA.BLE 4.-Time of spawnin,q of the lobster in Vineym'd Sound (~nd l"ioinity in 1890.

Date of
Age of embryo, extrusion

of eggs.
Stage of developmentLocality.No.

,.---_._,-------~--~,------------
I

Date of '
capture.

July 6
July 9
July 7
July 1
July 25
July 24
July 27
July 30

Do.

July 29
July 27
July 25
July ]5
July 3
July 17
J'uly 29
July 31
July 23
July 31
July 27
July 15
Aug. 6
Aug. 2
JUly 27
Aug. n
Jnly ~5

Aug.WI
Aug. 5
JUI~' 31
Aug. 11

24 hours ..
Few hours .
21 days ..
27 days .
3days ..

~ft:3~ar;~l;;'~:: :
A few hours ....
About 8 hours ..

Early sogmentation of yolk 24 to 30 hours ..
Close of yolk segmentatdcn 3 days .
Invagination stage 5 days ..
l~gg nauplius.............. . . . . . . . .. . .. . . . 15 days .
Eye pigment formed....... 27 days ..
Egg nauplius............................. 15 days ..
Close of yolk segmentation............... 3 dnys .
Yolk segmentation: 16 to 60 sogmeuts 24 to 30 hours ..
Thoracic abdom inal plate formed.... 8 to 9 days .

~~~a~~~~lh~s':: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::: r~13K;8':::::::::
Eye pigment formed , , . .. .. . • .. .. . .. • .. 27 days .
Iuvaglnation 5 days .
Thoracic abdominal plate formed......... 8 to 9 days .
Egg nauplius............................. 15 days .
Iuvagination 5 days .
Post·naupli liS stage....... . . .. . . . .. .. . 20 days ..
Invaglnation(lj 5dllys .
Egg nauplius :... 15 di,ys .
Post·llauplius stage....................... 21 days .
Early egg nuuplhis 110 <lays .

--'--,

Yolk segmentation probably not begun .
Yolk unsegmented .
Post-nanpfiua stage ..
Eye pigment just visible ..
Close of yolk segmentation ' .
Invagination stage, small pit ; .
Yolk segmentation: 16 to 60 segments .•...
Yolk unsegmented ..

.....do .

Menemsha ~ July 7
..... do July D
.....do July 28
.....do <10 ..
..... <10 do ..
.....do do ..
.....do do ..
.....do July 30
... .. do July 30,

1.45]l.m.
.....do July 30
..... do <10 ..
..... do do .
.....do do ..
.....do <10 ••••

::::'.~~ :::::::::::::::: .~:i~· ..~.
.....do ito .•••
..... do do .
WoodsHole Harbor Aug. 5
..... do Aug. 11
Gay Head '10 .
.....do do ..•.
.....do ; do ..
..... do do .
Woo<lsHoleHarbor Aug.14

..... do do ..

..... do Aug. 18
Menemsha Aug. 20
.....do '10 .
.... .,10 "'1 Aug. 21

1
2

3,4
5

6-14
15-17

18
19
20

21-26
27-45
46-51
52,53

54
55

56-60
61
62
63
64
65

66-68
69,70
71-7:1

74
75

76.77
78-81
82-84
85,86
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'fAIlLE 5.-Time of spawnin!l of the lobster in Vineyard Sound and vicinity in 1891.

IAge IIf em bryo,

-------- -- ---,------,-------

Stage of development.Date or
capture.No. I

-lt~G-'a-y-H-e-a-d-.-..-.-.-..-.-.-..-:-.1 July 19 Yolkse¥mentation.............. l~days July 17
21' .. ···do .. ··· ···· .. ·1 July 23 Close 01 yolk segtneutatdou 3days July 20
a Menemsha 1 July 28 Invagiuation 4days July 24
4 0.0 . _. u ••••• "j ••• do Late stage with pye pigment. _ 29days. __.. __ June 29
{; do do _" Close of J'olk Begmentatiou 3days July 25

l':~:'~~:f~'~~~:::::::::::: Y~F~: .~~~~i:~~i'l~~~~~~~~: ::::::::::::::::::::: ~~!~::::::::::: f~!~ :~
0.10 Menemsha 1

'
Aug. 5 Invagination (1) 4days Aug. I

11-13 do do do 4days.. Do.

,I

' 14-16 do '1- ..do . . .. Olose of yolk segmentation. . . . . .. .. . . . . .. 3 days , . . .. JAuU
l
g
y'

22
117-21 .do I" .tIo , Egl' nanl'lius............................. 15llays ..

22 do 1 do Lato stage, eye pigment conspicuous aOdayB _ July 6
?3 'Y0odBIlOlelI:trhor .. !Aug. 8 Befor~for!"ationofeyepigment 425d~aYJ.~s _ July 14I 24 Gay Rea'I............. Aug. 11 InvaglllatlOn............................ . ~ 0 Aug, 7

25,26 do T' .dc - Thoraeie abdominal jllate................. 8days Aug. 3

\
~~:::: :~~ :::::::::::::::J: ::i~ :::: ~~;t.~::~~ii:~:·~i~g~:::::: ::::::::::::::::: ~g~~~:: ::::::::: ~~i~ ~~

21l,ao Menemsha -., _I Aug. 12 Early egg naujlliuB....................... 10days Aug. 2
31 Wood« Hole Hnrbor. , Aug.12 Invaglllation 4days........... Aug. 8

, 32 do AUI'.18 Eggnllujllius.latestage 16days , .. Aug. 2I :13 Gay Head Aug.19 Eggsfreeinripeovary .
I 34 do Ang.21 l<lggllanjllius.latestage 18days Aug. 3
I a6,:W j .. do . __uuu_ uu_. n .do _ Eyo pigment. terms large, nearly oval spot 42days.uuo. __0 July 10
1..37.38

1

do <10 Eggnauplius 15<1ays Aug. 6

TABU, 6.~l'imeof spuwninrt of the lobster in Vincyu!'ll Sound in 1892 und 1893.

-~'-----------

Date of Date of
No. Localtty, capture. Stage of development. Age of embryo. extruslon

of eggs.
---~ ~_.- -_.-

181l2.
1 WOOils Hole Harbor " July 29

.jfg~a~:l~~)\\::::::::::::.":: ~ ~ ,:::::::::: ~ ~ ~
4 days ......... July 25

2 ..... <10 .............. _. July 3U 15 <lays ......... July 15
3 _.... do ....... __..... -. Aug. 1 Boginning of yolk segmcntutdou .. __ . __... 1~ days ......... July al
4 ..... do ................ ... <1,) .... InvagInation ............ _..... _.......... 4 days .......... July 28
{; ••••• l10 ••••• _ •••• __ •••• Aug. 3 Close of yolk segmen tattou ............... 3 da.l·s .......... July 31
6 .... . do ..~._ ...•...... -. ... do .... Post-nuupuue stage ............. ___ ...... 20 days ......... July 14
7 .....<10 ................ ... <10 .... Before eye pigment is fortued, ............ 26 days ..-....... .Jnly 8
8 ..... do ... ........ Aug. 6 Yolk unsegmented ........................ About 1 ,h,y .... Aug. 5

1893.
1-3 Menemsha....•.•..... Jnlv 25 Now eggB: stage not determined ........................... ..................

4 Woo<1s Hole Harbor .. Aug. 11 E~l1s laid in aquarium at Unit.ed States .................. About
~ ish Commission station. Aug.lU

5 ..... <10 ................ Aug. 15 Close of yolk segmentatlon ............... 3 days .......... Aug. 12
6 ..... do ................ ...do .... Five pairs of aprellllageS behind mandi- 23 days •.•••.•.. July 23

bles , no eye I' gment.

TAlll.E 7.-VaI'iation in time of spawning of lobsters in Vineyard Sound and vioinity in the years 1889-93.
-----_ .._~_._-_._----~---_... Pertod of spawning. 1881l. 181lD. 1891- 1892. 1893. Total.

--_.~--------- ---- ------ _._-. .._._.'._--

June 1-15 ......................................... . _......
'-"" ..... ... .... ~ ..........

16-aU............ ............................. 5 1 --_ .. . " ........ e
July 1-15 ... -- .............. -..... .................. 14 11 6 :1 .......... 34

16-al ........................................... I 62 12 4 1 80
Augllst 1-15 .......................... '" ......... ........... 13 18 1 2 34

16-31 ....... -.... -......................... .... .. ...~ .. . ~ -...... 1 ........ ....... I
--------------------

Number of Indl vlduule examined. -- ....... " ... 20 86 as s a 155

The data afforded by the preceding tables lead us to conclude that the summer
eggs are. produced in this region during a period of about nine weeks, extending frOID
the middle of Juno to the middle or last of August, the largest number being laid
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during the latter half of July and the first two weeks ot August. The summer
spawning of each year lasts about six weeks, but may fluctuate from year to year,
backward or forward through an interval of a fortnight.

The observations for the years 1890 and 1891 only, are large enough to make a
comparison of much value. Of the 86 lobsters with new eggs examined iu July and
August, 1890,85 per cent extruded eggs in July and 15 per cent in August, while in
the following year, out of 38 females, one-half had laid in July and half in August.
In 1890, however, 72 pel' cent of the eggs were laid in the latter half of July and 15
per cent in the first half of August, while in 1891 47 per cent were extruded ill the
first part of August and 31 per cent ill the latter half of July. The season of 1891
thus appears to have been somewhat later than that of the former year.

'I'he record of ocean temperatures given in table 2 (p. 25) shows that the water
was cooler in 1891 than in the preceding year, the difference of the mean annual
temperatures being 1.60. This difference is sligbtly raised by eliminating the month
of June, when the smallest number of lobsters carry eggs. It is possible that so small
avariation as is here recorded in the mean annual temperature of the sea water would
sensibly affect the rate of development, yet a larger number of observations would be
required before this could be satisfactorily shown.

There are undoubtedly other causes than the temperature changes which influenee
the growth of the ovarian eggs, which it must be remembered require at least two
years to reach maturity. Anything which affects the individual during this interval
may affect also the time of spawning, and this affords a partial explanation of the fact
that eggs are sometimes produced at other seasons of the year than the summer.

SU:MJIIER EGGS ON THE COAST OF MAINE.

Tables 8,9, and 10 throw more light on the time of spawning upon the coast of
Maine, where the water is somewhat cooler than at Woods Role. The range of tem­
perature in the Gulf of Maine is about the same as that obtained at Pollock Rip
light-ship, off the southern end of Oape Ood, namely, 320 to 620 F.

TA.BLE 8.-TillH3 of spawning at Southport, Maine.

[Uany of the lobsters were captured in Nova Sootla nud brought to Southport before layiug their egb'S.]

Date of Age Date 01'
No. Place of spawning. exam i- Stage 01' development, of ern- extrusionnation of

eggs. bryo, of eggs.
.----- ----_.

1893. Day••
1 .~~.~t;fop~~:: ~~.:::::::: .~~.f;'..:. Telson in front of optic lobes: Eyo-apots OVIl! •.•.•• 61 July 8

2-a Eye-spots Ieuticulnr or nearly eemiof rcuhu- ... _..•.. 35 Aug. 3
4-8

~ ~ ~ j~ ~ .: ~~~ ~ ~~ ~ ~~~ ~ J~ :~~ ~ ~ ~~
Eye-sllot narrowor than ill Nos. 2-3 ... _....... _.... 33 Aug. 6

11-10 Eye·spot, smnll crescent ............................ ao Aug. 8
11-16 .....do .............................................. 29 Aug. 9
17-21 Eye·spot, Iinem- ..................................... 27 Aug. 11

I

22-23
:::::*~ ::::::::::::::::I:::*~ :::: Before formation of eye pigment ................... 25 Aug. ia

24-2.'; Egg uuuplfus. Iate stage .. _... _. _.. _.......... h .... 18 Ang. 20
I
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TABU] 9.-Ti1ne of spanmin!l of flit, lobster at different point.•on the coast of Mairw. 1

Stage of development,
Date of
exami­

nation of
eggs.

Locality.I
~ _n__1 ~'I Age Date of I

No. I j' of em- extrusion
bryo, of eggs,

'---1 .._-- 1893. ...~--~~~ Day•. ----I
1-2 i Vlnal Haven , Aug.26 Eye-sj'ot,.moll.cre.cent............................ 29 Jnly 28

3 ! <10 Aug. 28 Late segmentntton of yolk.......................... 3 Ang. 25
4--71 <10 Ang.31 33 July 30

8 North Haven Aug.28 Eye-spot. a smull cresceut _.......... 29 July 31
9 Vinal Haven Aug.26 .. : .. <10...................... 29 July 29

12-~~: ::J~ ::::::: ::: :::::: :~g!':~~: :::J~ :::: :::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~i ±~i: ~
~:H :::J~ :::::::::::::::: ±e!i: 2! li~~~i~}~~~:~~~~::::::: :::::::::::::::::::::::::: ~i f.~~: 1~

21 <10 Ang.31 Post-naupllu••tage........ 21 Aug. 10
22 <10 Sept. 1 do 21 Aug. 11
23 Millbridge _.. _ Aug. 26 Egg uaupliu _ __ 15 Do.
24 Vinal Haven 1 Sept. 2 do 15 Aug. 18

25-26 do """I Aug. 31 Segmentation of the yolk.... I! Aug. 29

The results given in tables 8 and 9 are combined in table 10, which may be
compared with table 7. In the first column, taken from table 8 (in which some of
the lobsters were brought from Nova Scotia to Southport, Maine), all but three
individuals extruded eggs during the first half of August. In the second column
46 per cent laid eggs during the same period. Combining the results of the obser­
vations at Woods Hole for five years, 1889-1893 (table 7), we find that 52 per cent of
egg-bearing lobsters, in all cases observed, laid in the latter half of July, while about
21 per cent spawned during the first half of July and an equal number in the first half
of August. We find that 66 per cent of the individnals recorded in table 10 laid eggs
during the first half of August. These results tend to show that the summer spawning
season in the middle and eastern districts of Maine is about two weeks later than in
Vineyard Sound.

TABLE to.-Tirne of spawning of the lobster on the coast of Maine ,1'01' the Sltrnrnel' of 189.1.

s;:-~~~;;:riod.·· --lD~~;f:;;I~~~~r;.I~!-;,~tal•. i
Jlllyl-15 1 1 2 i :J I
Jllly 16-31 1 0 8 I 8
August 1-15 "I! 22 12 :14 II

Aur.:llst 16-31........ 2 4 1 6

Nu:~er_""~mine<l·~·~=L_25__ 26 _I 51 I
PALL AND WIN1'EI~ EGGS AT WOODS HOLl~.

The catch of egg-bearing lobsters in the harbor of Woods Hole for seven consecu­
tive months is given in table 11. Out of a total of 168 captured, 21 per cent were
taken in January, 6 per cent in Febrnary, and 20 per cent in April. Of the entire
number, 25.5 per cent bore eggs whieh had been laid during the fall and winter months.
This fact was determined in the following way. Some of the eggs of every lobster
captnred were preserved and carefully examined. Where no eye pigment was present
it was at once evident that the eggs had been laid at a comparatively recent date. In
all other cases the pigmented areas of the eyes were drawn to scale and compared with

._....__ . ~---------------------- -------------
I For the collection of eggs at various points on tho coast and islands north of Massachusetts I

am particularly indebted to Messrs. F. W. Collins of Rockland, M. B. Spinney of Cliffstone,.T. W. Fisher
of Eastport, and also to Mr. Greenleaf" of Vinal Haven, Maine.
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a series of similar drawings of embryos developing under normal conditions from
summer eggs.

The eye pigment furnishes the most convenient scale for the measurement of the
rate of development of the embryo as a whole, since it appears early, is clearly defined,
and since the development of the eye is correlated with that of the other organs of the
body. Where the ocnlar pigment forms a thin crescent in eggs taken in January,
the embryo will be found in a stage of development similar to that reached in the
summer eggs four weeks after fertilization. In such a case, it is a safe inference that
the ova have been laid in the fall. Again, when in Mayor early June the area of
ocular pigment is not greater or is less than that observed in summer eggs by the first
of September (cut 36, pI. J), we may be confident that such eggs were extruded later
than the previous summer.

TAIlLE ll.-Nnmber of eUf/-lob8ter8 taken. at Woode Hole. (See table ;]1.)

1893.

'I'Ime. I
-u

- - i Fe~al~~-I-pemal~~I----

Females I with e~gs with eggs 'p. t
with eggs. laid III laid out of "Ic"n age

(v) Julyaml season, loa to v.
I , August. (a) I

1-------1 ' 1
I

December .

1894.

•January .
February ..
1\{"rch ..
April ..
M"y .
June ..

Total .

22 17 5 22.7

36 24 12 33!
11 9 2 18
12 9 3 25
33 26 7 21
34 26 8 23.5
20 13 7 35

---- ------------
168 124 44 25.5

._-----~.-- - _._.'-~_._--
,

Table 12 shows the stage of development of the eggs of 44 lobsters taken under
the conditions described (p. 25) and compared with the normal condition of summer
eggs shown in table 18, lobster No.3 (1) to (20). These comparisous are rendered
clearer by a series of drawings (cuts 23-38) made from the eggs of this lobster.

TABLE 12.-Stage of development of egg8 laid in fall and winter at Wood8 Hole.

Stage of development.

9! Like 3 (11), table 18.
10 Little earlier than 3 (10), table 18.
10 ILike 3 (9), table 18.
10 Little ear.lier than 3 (10), table 18.
11 Little earlier than 3 (9), table 18.
8t Like 3 (9), table 18.

10! Like 3 (10), table 18.
9 Little earlier than 3 (9), table 18.

10! Ltttle earlier than II(10), table 18.
7t Like 3 (10), table 18.

101 Little earlier than 3 (9), table 18.
9! Like 3 (9), tnble 18.

10 Like 3 (9), tahle 18.
10 Little later than 3 (9), tahle 18.
7 Littlo later than a (9), table 18.
9 Little earlier than 3 (9), table 18.
9 Like 3 (11), table 18.

H Like 3 (11), table 18.
8! Like 3 (11), table 18.

II Little earlier than (11), table 18.
lO~ Like 3 (11), table 18.
\0 Like 3 (11), t1thlc 18.
o~ Like 3 (11), table 18.

Length,
in

inches.
Date.No.

1894.
22 Mar. 15
23 IApr. 1624 Apr. 17
25 Apr. 17
26 Apr. 18
27 Apr. 10
28 I Apr. 20
29 I Apr. 21
30 \ :May 1
31 May 1
32 May II
:131 May 8
34 May 9
as May 10
361 May II
37 lIfaj· 12
38 Juno 7391 Juue 7:r I ~::~~ g
421' June 1143 June 12
44 June 14

---'--,--'"---'-.

Stage of development.

2 Dec. 23

3 Dec. 25
4 Dec. 26
5 Dec. 27

1894.
6 Jan. 1
7 Jan. 2
8 Jan. 3
9 Jun. 3

10 Jan. 4
11 -Tan. 9
12 Jan. 11
13 Jan. 12
14 Jan. 13
15 -Inn, 20
16 Jan. 27
17 Jan. 31
18 Feb. 19
19 Feb. 5
20 Mar. 10
21 Mar. 13

LO?gthlNo. Date. III
Inches.

--~--i

1 Dec. 20 101 I No eye pigmllnt. Like stage 3
(7), table 18.

9! Forked telSOil overlaps brain.
Llkll preceding.

8 Like 3 (11), table 18.
101 Like 3 (7), tuble 18.
8 'I'rlfle Inter than 3 (9), table 18.

H! l,ikll 3 (9), tahl" 18.
O! Like 3 (10), table 18.

II! Like a (0), table 18.
O! Likll 3 (11), tahl" 18.
o Eye pigment just viaible,

10 Like 3 (6), table 18.
101 Like 3 (10), table 18.
10 Like 3 (10), table 18.
10 Like 3 (9), tnble 18.
o Like 3 (10), table 18.

10 Like 3 (10), table 18.
10 l,jke II (9), table 18.

0
91 Like 3 (11), table 18.

Like 3 (9), table 18.
101 Like II (11), table 18.
10! Like 3 (11), table 18.
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PALL AND WIN'l'l<lI~ J~GG8 IN o'rHBR PLACES.

The conclusion that the production of eggs in the fall and winter is of general
occurrence throughout the entire range of the lobster is supported by the observations
recorded in table 13. Here are eggs, none of them laid during the summer months,
coming from a wide area from the middle and eastern parts of the Maine coast, from
tbe outward islands, and from the province of New Brunswick. They are compared,
as before, with the rate of development of summer eggs observed at Woods Hole
[lobster No.3 (1) to (20), table 18]. In one instance, No. 20, the yolk is unsegmented,
though taken in February; in others the egg nauplius, which in summer appears at
about the fourteenth day, is barely outlined.

TABU'] la.-Stage of development of e!I!IH laid in. fall and winll}/' on the coastn of lIla,ine tuul Proniuce of
New Bruneunck,

D"I,e.No. I l't I ~tago of.oca I,)'. development,.
1------1---·--·.. ----------,----'-

Stage of'
development.I...ocality.Dato.No.

1893. 1894.
1 Nov. 10 Isle all Haute ......... Liko 3 (9). 21 Feb. 5 Matinicus Talnnd ..... J.i\'" a (10).
2 Nov. 15 YorkIshmll .......... Late Be~mcn· 22 l·'oh. 8 Hugged IelatH!. ...... , Like 3 (8).

t a t i o n of 23 :l<'eb, 10 I ale au Haute ......... Like 3 (10).
yolk (1). 24 Feb. 1'0 Isle all Haute ......... Like 3 (0),

3 No,", 25 Cranberry Is]o. __ ... _.
Ei~:li~~P£)~~~~;

25 .Feb. 14 Long Tsland . ......... Like 3 (4).
20 .F'eb. 17 Matinicus Laluud . , ... Like 3 (10).

4 (3). 27 Feb. 21 MountDesert......... Like 3 (8).
4 Dec. 11 Matiuicua IHlancl _. __. Like 3 (0). 28 Feb. 22 Cranberry Isle.••..... Like 3 (0).

1804. 20 Mar. 1 Cranberry Isle.•...... Like 3 (10).
5 Jan. n Beaver Harbor, Bay Like 3 (10). 30 Mar. 1 North Haven ......... Like 11 (5).

of Fundy. 31 Mar. 10 Isle au Haute ......... Like 3 (10).
0 Jan. 13 Mount Desert ........ Uko 3 (0). ~ I Mme. " IMatinfcus Island ..... Like 11 (0).
7 Jan. In Cranberry Isle...... _. J,iko a (10). 33 Mar. 15 York Island .......... Like 11 (0).
8 Jan. 17 Isle au Haute..•....•. Like 3 (0). 34 Mar. 20 Cranberp,; Isle........ JAke 3 (0).
0 Jan. 18 Eastport..............

1

Like 11 (10). 35 Mar. 22 Hag led eland........ Like a (0).
10 Jan. 18 Musquash Bal,' 35 m, Like 3 (0). 30 Mar. 27 Fox sland , __ ......... JAke 3 (0).

east of Ens port. :)7 Mar. 20 Matinicus Isllllul _.... Liko 11 (0).
11 Jan. 10 Seeley Basin, 24 m. Like 3 (10). 38 Mar. 30 Brimstone Tsland . ....

1

Like 3 (11).
from Eastport. i ao Apr. 1 Swan Island ...... .... Like 3 (0).

12 JaIl. 20 Baker I'aland ..........

1

LIke 3 (10). 40 Apr. 5 Fox Lsland ........... 1 Like a (10).
13 JaIl. 20 Otter Creek ........... Like 3 (0). 41 Apr. 10 Eastport..... ......... Like 3 (10).
14 Jan. 21 Eastport.............. Eye figment 42 Apr. 15 Baker Island ......... Like 3 (10).I jus viaible, 4:; Apr. 24 Eastport .............. ' Like 11 (10).
15 Jan. 22 10 mile. from St. LIke 3 (10). 44 Apr. 20 Deer Island, 4 mil.,s Like B t l J}.

John. N.B. I from Eastport.
10 Jan. 24 18 miles from St. Like a (10). , 45 Apr. 30

~i:~b~~~·· :::::: :::::: I,ike 3 (11).
JObll, N.ll. I 40 Apr. 30 Liko a (11).

17 Jan. 27 Brimstone Isle...... .. Like3(4). Late 47 May 1 Green Lslanrl . ........ Like a (11),
efgnauplins. 48 Juno 10 Mntirricus Lsland ..... Like a (0).

18 ,Tan. 29 Isle au Haute ......... Li e:l (0). 49 ,Tnno 8 Y..,rk Ixland .......... Like 3 (0).
10 JaB. 17 ~oon Island......... Like a (0). . I 50 JUliO ]'1 Vfnul 1111\'011 .......... Like 3 (10).
20 :Feb. 4 attnicus Lsland .... Yolk un sog· 51 June 20 High Island.......... Like 3 (11).

I,monte~'j

MI'. N. F. Trefethen, of Portland, who deals extensively in lobsters, and who has
a lobster pound in South Bristol, 35 miles east of Portland, believes that some lobsters
in that vicinity spawn in June. In support of this view he cited the following case:
In the latter part of May, 1893, he placed 20,000 lobsters ill his pound and took them
all out at intervals in the month of July, beginning the first of the month. .All the
lobsters had been examined before they were placed in the pound, and none of them
were known to be with spawn. .At the most only a relatively few egg-lobsters could
have been put into the pound by accident. When taken out about one-third of the lob­
sters had spawn attached to the body. It is thus evident that some of these females
must have laid their eggs in June or in the first part of .Iuly. No tally was kept of
the proportion of egg-lobsters taken out during the first part, the middle, and the
latter part of July, and it is possible that the great number of egg-lobsters, which
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caused surprise, may have laid their eggs during the last halt' of .Iuly, aud that very
few in reality extruded their eggs during the first part of this month. It is not
probable that any eggs were laid in June.

In the second week of August, 18U3, a vessel came into Portland, Maine, bringing
lobsters from Seguin Island and Georgetown. Very few lobsters were at this time
(August 13 to 20) with spawn.

I have been told by fishermen and others that lobsters are sometimes taken out
of the wells of smacks in winter with overy dark, external eggs, when it had been the
rule to carefully exclude every egg-lobster ill loading the boat, the inference being
that lobsters had laid while in the well. Allowing a wide loophole for error in such
cases, it is very evident from the facts already recorded that this is quite likely to
happen.

.Mr. Nielsen gives the spawning period for lobsters in Newfoundland as extending
from the 20th of July to the 20th of August (Annual Report of the Newfoundland
Fisheries Commission, 1892), but also states, in reply to certain questions which I
endeavored to have answered, that lobsters were taken with newly laid eggs up to
the latter part of September.

The spawning mouths for the lobster in Prince Edward Island are said to be July
and August. We have no data whatever upon the spawning habits of the lobster on
the coast of Labrador, or in the extreme southern parts of its range.

Considering the fact that the lobster is distributed through 20 degrees of latitude.
there is less variation in the time of spawning than might be expected.

THE LAYING OF THE EGGS AND THE ABSORPTION OF OVARIAN OVA.

I have not seen the process of egg extrusion and consequently have no direct
observatious to record. It has, however, been witnessed in other crustacea where it is
undoubtedly similar. III two instances lobsters have laid eggs while kept in small
alluaria in the laboratory of the United States Fish Commission. Since these animals
were under constant surveillance during the day, it is almost certain that the eggs
were deposited in the night or early morning, as is the well-known habit of many
decapods, In each case the mother lobster scratched off nearly all of her eggs in the
course of a few days.' In other attempts to observe this process, where the eggs seemed
to be overdue, I dissected the animals and found that the ova were retained and partially
absorbed. This led to other attempts with similar results.

Two "ripe" female lobsters, measuring 11.5 and 9 inches, respectively, were cap­
tured July 30 in Woods Hole Harbor, and placed in a large floating car, which was
kept covered so that the lobsters were not exposed to direct sunlight, Fifteen days
later, August 14, their ovaries were examined. In the smaller individual more than
half the ovarian eggs, which were overdue, were in various stages of degeneration,
thus giving the ovary a remarkable appearance. Instead of the uniform dark green
hue, it was of a light yellow or straw color flecked with darker green areas, where

I Ehrenbaum (61, P: 287), who mentions a single case of a female lobster which was found lying 011

its back shortly after the eggs had been extruded from the body, says: "The mass of eggs lay in the
mold formed by the folded abdomen without being flxed, since the cement had not as yet hardened.
When the animal, in consequence of a disturbuuce, soon made movements and tried to get upon its
feet, most of the eggs were left at the bottom of the aquarium, am} only It small number were already
so flrmly fixed that they clung to the swimming feet."
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the eggs had not yet broken down. The ovary of the larger lobster was similar to
this, but the process of histolysis had not advanced quite so far.

The eggs are sometimes absorbed under natural conditions, but why this happens
is not understood. A very interesting illustration of this fact came to hand on July
16, 1894, when, on account of its very dark color, my attention was directed to a
hard-shell female lobster, about 11 inches long. The membranes of the joints of the
limbs and under surface of the body were of a dull-green color, very unlike the
appearance which these parts assume in a molting lobster. Examination showed
that the ovarian eggs were almost completely absorbed and that the blood of the
animal had a very distinct greenish tinge. The ovary was of a bright lemon-yellow
tint, the color of the degenerated eggs, flecked lightly with green, where an egg had
not lost its normal appearance. The ovarian lobe had shrunken to less than one-half
its former size. The green pigment which was dissolved in the blood had undoubtedly
come from the eggs, and had been taken up into the blood faster than it could be
eliminated from it. I was told by Professor Ryder that the ovarian eggs of the
sturgeon are sometimes absorbed in a similar way, and the same phenomenon is
probably met with throughout the animal series.

In the lobster there are always a few ripe ovarian eggs which fail of extrusion at
the proper time, which are invariably absorbed and give to the mature ovary at the
next reproductive period a characteristic appearance. (See p. 69 and plate 38,
fig. 136.)

One of the females which laid eggs had been kept by herself for several weeks.
When discovered, on August 24, the ova were in an advanced stage of yolk segmen­
tation. They were somewhat undersized and of a peculiar light-grayish color. The
eggs were fertile, although the segmentation was generally abnormal. The lobster,
which was placed in an aquarium on July 30, was found to have external eggs on the
11th of August, in a very early stage of development. They had probably been
extruded during the previous night. These eggs were rapidly attacked by fungi and
their development was retarded in consequence. Long fungoid filaments grew over
the surface of the eggs, and diatoms attached themselves in great numbers to the
egg-capsule. The eggs of lobsters taken under natural conditions are always clean
and, so far as I have observed, free from vegetable growths of every kind.

The eggs are fertilized after ejection from the oviducts by the spermatozoa, a
supply of which is always stored up in the seminal receptacle of the female. There is no
internal copulation, and no possibility of an internal fertilization in either the ovaries
or their ducts, as already explained(p. 39). The ova are probably immersed as soon as
they are extruded, in It liquid cement substance, which is secreted in special glands
situated in the swimmerets of the female. The" tail" is folded so as to form a closed
pouch or chamber, as has been observed in the crayfish and other decapods (see
note 1, p. 47), and the eggs received within it are mixed with the liquid cement and
sea water. Fixation to the hairs of the swimmerets is finally effected by means of the
cement, which gradually hardens. How the sperm cells are conveyed from their
receptacle to the eggs, whether through the medium of the sea water or the glue, or
whether or not by a motion of their own.Ts not definitely known. (Page 34, note 1.)

That the cement is incapable of fixing and holding the eggs until after exposure
to sea water for some time (perhaps a few hours) was shown in the case of a lobster
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taken from the well of a fishing smack, after extrusion had been partially accomplished,
at Rockland, Maine, August 6, 1893. The lobster, I was told, was taken out and laid
on the deck, when the soft, dark-green mass of eggs began to flow away from the body
from their own weight. (Compare note 1, p. 47.)

Oano (32) gives the following detailed account of the laying of the eggs in the
crab Maia:

The time that intervenes between copulation and the deposit of the eggs may be eight, ten, fifteen
days, or even longer, and can not be fixed, since copulation happens before the eggs mature in the
ovary. The eggs) at the time of ovulation, pass the opening of the receptaculum seminis, and are here
invested with a coat of cement, which is secreted and held in the receptacle. The eggs then revolve
on their axes in the vaginal canal, and are expelled, one at a time, by means of the valvular apparatus.
This is formed by a prolapsus of the vaginal canal. * Besides the proper muscles of this canal
there exist special muscles which, by lowering the membranous covering, provoke the expulsion of
the eggs through the valvular orifice. The eggs thus ejected fall into the abdominal ehamber. The
female beats them about with repeated blows of the tail, while the pleopods, keeping them in
continued agitation, make them converge toward the center of the abdominal poncho The deposition
of eggs is effected in Maia in the course of twenty-four hours, but sometimes in Lissa it takes a longer
time. On the next day all the eggs adhere in groups, by means of one or two peduncles, to the hadrs
of the internal branches of the pleopods, while the external branch agitates them continuously.
This movement, besides renewing the surrounding water, probably assists in rupturing the egg shell,
when the embryos are ready to hatch. Fixation could not be explained without the interaction of
the sea water. 'I'he cement at first becomes more viscous, then hardens and forms a very thin pellicle,
which, with the growth of the embryo, becomes quite hard and resistant. It would seem that the sea
water might explain the chemical change which the cement undergoes, a change analogous to that
which is observed in the exoskeleton after the molt. The cement may be regarded as a substance
very like chitin, both being of ectodermic origin. The cement serves not only for fixation, but
unquestionably as the vehicle of the seminal elements toward the eggs.

If we examine the zone of cement which invests the eggs at the moment the latter traverse the
short vaginal canal, there is seen a large quantity of seminal corpuscles, some of these still in the
spermatophoral envelope, others free and swimming in the homogeneous mucus. These vary both in
shape and dimensions. All the elements are immobile, but once I noticed that some of these cells,
especially those with radial prolongations, were endowed with ammboid movements. Whether these
movements are the same as those which impel the sperm into the egg I cannot say from direct observa­
tion. The question then remains open as to when and how the spermatozoa pass into the eggs, which are
unprovided with a micropyle. If they are able to penetrate through the poral canals of the chorion,
and if this penetration can happen during the very brief passage of the egg through the vaginal
canal or at the moment of deposition of the eggs, as in the Maerura, then the sea water must exert
unknown physico-chemical actions on the cement, which makes the egg itself adhere later to the hairs
of the pleopods.

The typical phenomena of fecundation-the expulsion of the polar bodies and formation of
pronuclei-I have not been able to observe directly.

When the eggs have reached the receptaculum seminis the nucleus has become invisible. The
first segmentation nuclei are found in the central part of the eggs and move toward the periphery.
Segmentation begins almost as soon as the eggs are fixed.

Oano (33) observed cases in Oareinus and Portunus where the eggs were laid at
different periods, one-third of the eggs being in the morula stage and the rest ready
to hatch. Again, it was rarely found that the eggs were laid just before the molt, in
which case they were cast off and destroyed. This anomalous condition was first
noticed by Lo Bianco in Palinurus (18).

F. C. B.1895-'
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NUMBER OF EGGS LAID AND THE LAW OF PRODUCTION.

The production of ova among animals is directly correlated with the condition of
the young at the time of' hatching. Where eggs are very small and present in large
numbers, as in some of the crabs, we may look for a long larval period; when the ova,
attain a much greater size and are at the same time very abundant, as in the lobster,
we find the larval period abbreviated; in other cases, as in some shrimps, where eggF
are relatively very large and few, the young hatch with the external characteristics of
the adult.

The production of a large number of eggs always means great destruction under
natural conditions. In such cases, however, the opportunity is afforded of increasing
the supply of adults, provided we are able to tide the Iarvte over their earlier stages
of development. The number of eggs produced by the lobster is thus a subject which
deserves careful attention in view of its economic beariugs alone.

The numbers here recorded are based upon the records kept at the United States
Fish Oommission station. The eggs of each individual were carefully removed from
the "tail" of the female lobster and measured in a graduate (having sloping sides),
and the whole number of ova was estimated on the basis of the number contained in a
fluid ounce. Mr. Edwards found the number of new eggs in one fluid ounce to be about
6,440 (in one ounce 6,461, in another 6,419), and the number of old or well-developed
eggs in an ounce to be 6,090. This is a relatively rough method of determination, and
the results are of course only approximately accurate.

I estimated by weight the number of fresh eggs carried by a lobster 13 inches long
to be 17,623; total weigh t of eggs, 54.9 grams; num bel' of Iiving eggs to the gram, 321.
These eggs were in an early stage of development.

The number of eggs borne by a large and a small lobster, carefully determined
both by the wet and dry methods by my assistant, MI'. F. O. Waite, is given in the
following table:

TAm;!'; l4.-The production of Cgg8 determined by different methods.

Lobster No. 51,I Lobater No. 69,
table 20. from table 20; from

Gay Head. W:&(:~t~~le
Observutions.

.----------------,--------;--------

Stage of development of eggs u L~~~i~~~men. p~~~':.~Ut1[n~:;

weeks old.
Length uf lobster in inches. _._..... _..... _........ 15! 9!
Numberofe/(gstotbe gram (a)................... 815 1,009
W eight of 1.000 eggs in grams (b) 1. 2255 0.9893
Total weight of eggs in grams 68.8092 10.4029
Number of ell:gs to the c. c. (e) 6 2

22480
~1l

Number of eggs to the fluid ounce ................, 5, 92
Number of eggs determined by the dry method (a), 56,079 10.W7
Number of eggs determinedby the drv method (b)., 56,148 10,514
Number of eggs determined by the wet method (e). 58,500 10,910

---- --- -_.__._-~~-----
Mr. Waite estimated the number of eggs in a fluid ounce (on the basis of 2,110

to 10 c.c., the number obtained by count) to be 5,992. These eggs had been in strong
alcohol for upwards of three years. They were about three weeks old when preserved,
and in alcohol had au average diameter of 1.625 rnm, (1.56, 1.69 mm.)

In the wet method (c) employed, the number of eggs was estimated upon the
actual number, obtained by counting, in 10 c. c. In the dry method the number was



THE AMERICAN LOBSTER. 51

determined either (a) on the basis of the number of eggs to the gram, or (b) by the weight
of 1,000 eggs. The numbers obtained by the last two methods agree very closely, and
it is plain that the dry method is the most reliable. The wet method gives a number
which is from 3 to 4 per ceut greater than that obtained by the dry method. There
is probably a constant error of this amount in the wet method, I and this slight error is
due to the presence of the stalk of the secondary egg membrane, which has a tendency
to keep the wet eggs apart, but which shrivels and cracks off when dry. It increases
the buoyancy of the fresh eggs and is the cause of the bunching commonly observed.
The excess due to the bunching of the eggs is about 0.3 per cent. 'I'his source of error
was eliminated in No. 69 of the table, where the eggs were separated with needles
before measuring.

l'HE LAW OF PRODUCTION.

In table 15 I have reduced the results of a very large number of observations
made upon lobsters varying from 8 to 19 inches in length. 'fhe total number examined
is 4,64.5. Of these, 1,678 were taken on the ledges 15 miles southwest of No Man's Laud
Island from Apri120 to June 16, 18fl4. The remaining 2,9(37 were captured in Vineyard
Sound and in the vicinity of the Elizabeth Islands from April to June, 1889-fl4. A
smaller number were taken in February during the same years. The eggs went to
supply the hatchery of the United States Fish Oommission.

'fABLE 15.-Production of egg8.

Length of
lobater.

Smallest, Lal'gost! A verage 1N 11mher of
number number! number lobstera
of OggB. of egg.. of oggs. r examinell.

-----1

e
2
9
3

143
35

241
55

514
61

532
45

508
43

307
11

414
8

156
12

13 Inches ... ,. 0,090 48,720 28,010 I' 321
13i inehes..... 24,300 48,720 33,495 5
13& inches..... 6,090 54,810 32,858 I 146
131 inehes.. ... 42, 630 42, cao 42, nao 2
14 inehe...... 6, 000 85, 260 I 36, 960 I 426
14~ inohes..... 21, a15 60,900 42,908 I 90

}g!!~~k~~::::: ...~2..:~~~....~::~~. ~~:~i~ I 28?
15~ molIes..... 24,300 97,440 53,705 I 45
15i1 inohe...... 48,720 [,4,810! 50,750, a
16 illllhos..... 24,360 97,440 I 57, 140 I Hla 1

Wiinohe...... ···· .... ··<····..····i 66,990 I' 1
10/; inoheB..... 30,540 i H5,21i0! 01i,05a 1:1 1

17 ineheB..... 12.1HO 85,260 Oa,3B6 i 30
17~inches..... 00,900 7:3,OHO 04,91i0' 3
18 inelIes..... 00,000 91.350 77,4ao i 7 I
19 inohe...... r 5t.810 91,350 77,647 i 4 I

~ '1::I_'_lU_m_hor examined 1--4:6451

4,822
6,851
6,9a5
7,105
7,962
9,083
0,207
9,947

10,555
11,622
12,905
14,067
15,410
17,102
18,668
17, 003
21, a51
aa, aU6
24,812
26,390 I

Length of I~:~~~~:;, ~,~~fb:; ~~~~b~~ NI~h;t~~:f
~.tor~,__ of egg•. , ,fJ1' egg.. ~f egg..'::.. ~xltmine<1.

8 !nehoB .• __I 3,045 9,135
8i mche•... '1 6, 000 7. 612
8b inches. ..• B. ' 045 12,180
8~ inches. . . . 6,090 0, IB5
9 inches , . .. a,045 18,270
9i inche.,···1 6,090 12,180
0b !,,,,I,,, j 3, 045 20, 792
9i1 !'lCh<lB , 3,045 15,225

10 inche 1 3, 045 24, aoo
10i inche ·1' 6,090 22,838
lOb incllU..... a,045 B6,540
10ilillehoB.... l 6,OOll 24,360
11 inel..,B .. _.1 3,045 48,720
lIi inche 1 6,090 25,882
11~ Inches 1 3,045 42,630
llil inche ! 12, 180 24, 360
12 inche ,. J 3,045 54,810
12i inches ' 18,270 27, 405

1

12~ inche•.... 'I' 9, 135 42, 630
12i inehe.... 'I 18,270 42,630

The average number of eggs of a lobster of It given length has little value unless
obtained from a large number of individuals. While the small number of eggs
occasionally recorded for lobsters over 12 inches long may be the result of loss, ill
lobsters under this size it is probably more often due to belated sexual maturity.

1 This excess will probably about offset the slight loss of eggs which must always occur. The
numbers given in table 15 do not therefore require correction on this account.
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In casting the eye down the column of averages 1 in table 15, we are immediately
struck by the fact that a lO-inch lobster bears about twice as many eggs as one 8
inches long, and that a 12-inch lobster has double the number borne by one which
measures lO inches.

It is therefore suggested that in the early years of sexual vigor there is a general
law of fecundity or production which may be formulated in this way: The numbers of
eggs produced by female lobsters at each reproductive period vary in a geometrical series,
while the lengths of the lobsters producing these eggs vary in an aritlimetical. series. It is
safe to assume that the avearge number of eggs laid by a lobster 8 inches long is not
above 5,000. If such a law prevails we would have the following:

'!'erms.

Series of lengths in tnehos..

Series of eggs __ .. __

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6)

---- ._------------ -~_.__.-

8 10 12 14 16 18

5.0UU lU,OOO 2U.000 40.000 80,000 160,000
~----- ..-

z, a
//~

--------~./
..... /

..... / ------/" <>

/
~

.-

/ /,,/'
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/ r , it . ,,,,,,,,
". " .

8 0 1\10000 20000 (JOOOO 4-0000 .50000 60000 70000 80000 Eggs
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16

An examination of table 15 shows how closely the first fonr terms of this series
are represented in nature, and that when the 14 to 1() inch limit is reached, there is a
decline in sexual vigor. Yet the largest number of eggs recorded for lobsters of

Length or
animal in inches

18

Otrr 1.-0urve oj jecundity oj the lobster,

I division on ordinate corresponds to 2 inches in length of lobster. 1 smaller division on abscissa represents 1,000 eggs.
aa, cnrve deduced from law of production as theoretieally stated.
bb, curve of fecundity deduced from observattons recorded in table 15, for lobsters 8, 10. 12, 14, and 16 inches long.

this size shows that there is a tendency to maintain this high standard of production
even at an advanced stage of sexual life.

'It i.s a conspicuous fact that in the fifth column of table 15 the largest numbers refer to
individuals whose length is expressed in even iuches or half inches. This is of course the result
of inaccuracy in taking measurements: the quarters have been somewhat neglected.
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A graphic representation of the fecundity of the lobster tells more forcibly. than
words or figures can how closely it is in conformity with the law just enunciated. If
a curve is constructed in accordance with the latter, we obtain, as in cut 1, the curve
aa, which is the wing of a, parabola. Neglecting for the present all data in table 15
but those corresponding to the arithmetical series of lengths, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16 inches, we
obtain the curve of fecundity represented by the dotted line bb, cut 1. This curve is
parabolic and follows the curve aa with remarkable uuiformity up to the region of the
fourth term, where the ratio of production is distinctly lessened. This becomes still
more marked in the fifth and sixth terms.

III cut 2 the details of the curve bb are given, including all the data of the table.
We see in the line bb' the same remarkable conformity to the parabolic curve required
by the law. Beyond the fourth term (length 14 inches) the irregularities in the curve
become greatest, owing to the small number of individuals represented.

I believe the law above formulated expresses the propagative powers of the lobster
during the height of its sexual activity, although it must 110t be supposed that the
latter conforms uniformly to any arithmetical standard.
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Length or
animal in inches

19

CU~' 2.-0urve of fecundity of the lobster.

4 smaller divisions on ordinate correspond to 1 inch iu length of lobster. 1 smaller division on abscissa represents
1,000 eggs. .

aa l , curve ,1eduee,1from law of production as theoretically stated.
bb', curve of fecuudity deduced from all the duta coutaiuod in table 15, or from number of eggs produced by 4,645

lobsters.

After the lobster has reached a certain age, determined by its early or late sexual
maturity, its reproductive energ-y tends to decline, as is the case with the higher
animals, and the ratio of increase, maintained at an earlier period, begins to fall.
Whether the highest point of production is ever reached at 14 or 16 inches it is
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difficult to say, and whether the sexual decline is gradual or not it is impossible to
decide from the data at hand, In this connection, however, it is interesting to recall
the fact that the male lobster attains greater size than the female. The large lobsters,
weighing upward of 20 pounds and measuring upward of 20 inches in length, are
invariably males, so far as my observation extends.

The largest egg·bearing lobsters of which I have any record were taken 15 miles
southwest of No Man's Land, June 9, 1894, and examined by Vinal N. Edwards. One
19 inches long, carried 91,350 eggs, which weighed 15 ounces; another,16 inches in
length, bore 97,440 eggs, which measured 16 fluid ounces and weighed nearly a
pound. Mr. Edwards said that the mass of eggs was in these cases so great that the
animals were unable to completely fold their "tails." (See p. 34.) A lobster with
external eggs was taken at Green Island, Maine, in November, 1892, WhICh, according
to Mr. F. W. Collins, weighed 18~ pounds.

Individuals
I
I
I
I
I

CUT a.-Ourve showing the relative lecund'ity 01 3MJ lobsters, each 10 inclie« long.

Number of individuals laid off on ordinate.
Number of eggs laid off on abscissa.

The No Man's Land lobsters seemed to carry rather more eggs than those of the
same length captured elsewhere. Thus 234 lobsters, 13 inches long, from No Man's
Land produced on the average 29,526 eggs (extremes 6,090-48,720), while for 7!l
lobsters caught elsewhere the average production was 26,518 (extremes as above).
The small number examined in the last instance shows, however, that the comparison
has little or no value.

The variation in the number of eggs borne by lobsters of the same length is often
very great, and is as marked in large as in small individuals. Thus in 152 cases the
average production of 102·ineh lobsters was about 11,000 eggs (the average in 5:~2

cases, table 15, is nearly 13,000); 32 per cent of this number bore fI'OIll12,OOO to 13,000
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eggs; 15 per cent carried from 15,000 to 16,000; 6 per cent had 18,000 to 19,000; one
individual carried upward of 21,000, while 4.6 per cent bore only 3,000 to 4,000. This
is further illustrated by cut 3, which shows the variation in fecundity of 352 lobsters
each 10 inches long. In this case 26 per cent laid 9,000 eggs, 30 per cent 12,000,not quite
1 per cent 18,000. The curve drops and keeps well down after the 12,000 limit is
reached, which possibly implies a loss of eggs in those lobsters having more than the
average number.

TABLE 16'-P"oduetiou of egg8 by IJolume.

_ ·_····__._·.w._____

ISmallestILarifbst Average Number Smallest Largest Average NumberLength I number Dum er number of lobsters Length number number number ofIobstersof lobster. oflluld ofllnld of fluid examined. of lobster. oftlnill offlnid of fluid examtned.:ounoes. . ounoes. ounces. ounoes. ounces. ounces.
--- >---- ~~ -

8 inches .....
I! Ii .78 6 13 illche8_~ ... 1 8 4.70 321

8llnches..... 11 1.12 2 131 inohcs ..... 4 8 5.50 5
8ilncbes ..... I!

2 1.14 9 13i Inches ..... 1 9 5.39 146
8:!inehes .... Ii 1.17 3 13i Inches ..••. 7 7 7.00 2
9 inches._. _.

I!
3 1. 30 143 14 inches ... _. 1 14 6.07 426

91Inclles ..... 2 1. 50 35 14§ Inches ..... 3i 10 7.05 90
0i inches ..... i 31 1.53 241 15 inches .. __ . 2 16 7.64 280
O~ Inches ...•. • 2. 1.63 55 151 Inches ..... ........... ~ .................. 9.00 1

10 Iuches..... I!
4 1.73 5J4 15i Inches..... 4 16 8.83 45

10! Inches..• _. 3t 1. 91 61 l5i inches .. _... 8 0 8.41 3
JOilinches ..... I!

0 2.12 532 I 16 inches ..... 4 16 9.38 103
lOi!nches ..... 4 2.31 45 1161 Inches ..... 11.00 1
11 inches.....

I!
8 2.53 568 16i1 inchos ..... 6 14 10.85 13

111 Inches ...•. 41 2.79 43 , 17 Inches ..... 2 J4 10.40 30
11i Inches ..... 2! 7 3.06 307 17i inches ..... 10 12 10.67 a
llilnclles..... 4 2.95 11 18 Inches ..... 10 15 12.71 7
12 Inches , .......

ai 9 3.'51 414 , 19 Inches ..... 9 15 12.75 4
12!lnchcs..... 4i1 3.84 8 I
12, Inches ..... Ii 7 4.07 156

I
TotalnU1llbor examined................. 4,645

12i lnehes ..... a 7 4.34 12

The data collected in table 16 will show in still another way the variation in the
quantity of eggs produced by lobsters of different sizes. The average weight of a
10~-inch female lobster with eggs is Ii pounds (table 31), the egg-s weighing about
2 ounces. .A. 15-inch lobster which weighs upward of 4 pounds (table 31), sometimes
carries a burden of a pound of eggs. As already remarked, a fluid ounce of fresh
eggs weighs about 1 ounce avoirdupois.

PERIOD OF INCUBATION AT WOODS HOLE AND RATE OF DEVELOPMENT.

The freshly laid eggs are somewhat irregular in shape, but SOOn plnmp out and
become nearly spherical. Some, however, have the form ot.elougated spheroids (plate
17, fig. 24). They measure approximately -,~tf inch in diameterv or 1.5 to 1.7 mm, In
color they are dark olive-green,' sometimes almost black, hence the use of the term
"black egg-lobster," common among fishermen, to distinguish the "new egg-lobster"
from the "old" or the" light egg-lobster," in which the dark-green food yolk has
been more or less absorbed by the growing embryo. In England the female lobster
with external eggs is spoken of as being "in berry," or is sometimes called a "berried
hen."

The rate of development of the summer eggs at Woods Hole is illustrated by
tables 17 and 18, and by cuts 23-38 (plates G to J).

I For variation in the eolor of the egg, see p. 137, and plate 17, jigs. 23 and 24.
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TABLJ<J 17.-The rate of dcrelopmont of the embryo at Woode Hole.

IS00.
1 (1) July 30 1.4:'1'. m,
1 (2) ••.do... 6.001'. m,
1(3) ...do .... IIO.OOJl.Jll.
1 (4) July:n 10.00 a. m.
1 (5) do .... 2.1101'. m.
1(6) <10 •••• 6.00p.m.

1 (7) Aug. 9.30 a. m,

1 (il) Au/,(. 2 12.00 m,

1 (9) I A{lfsil.3 11.00 a. rn,

2 (1) .Iuly 11 5.301'. m.

2 (2) July 12 9.30 a. m.

2 (3) July 13 I 1.00 p. m,
2 (4) July 141 5.451'. m.
2 (5) J ul.y 18 9.50 a. m,
2 (6) July 19 12.20p.m.

72 51t do ..

72 771 do ..

72 1001 Invaginatron ., .

68 Scgmentat.ion of yolk.

68 16+! do ..

69 43!+ I Invagination .
69 72H· i do .
68 1601+ ; do '"
68 1741+ : do ..

Remarks.

2 to 4 cella present,

Few ef>gaonly, with yolk unsegmented,
Very few eggs still with yolk unsegmonted.
Several stages of yolk segmeutatdon, some

eggs with about flo segments; others with
very small and numerous cells , in a few

.ol;gs yolk still unsegmented.
MaJority of eggs with at least 160segments;

some with trregular segmentatdori, some
with yolk non-segmented,

Majority of egj{s with periphered layer of
very smnll cella , rarely au egg with unseg­
mented yolk.

Majority of eggs in this stage.

Late stage, about cquivalent to 1 (7) above;
cells not quite su perflcial.

Protoplasm generally at surface, and cells
most numerous on one side of egg.

Pit at surface.
Depression on surface very marked,
Nauplius embryo not yet outlined.

,---'--------'----~--'----------'.-_._.__.._-._._----~

TABLE lB.-Rate of development of tho embryo at Woods Hole.

Remark•.

Larvm hatching out.

See drawing, cut 38.

Stage of develop.
mont,

24 21

26 21
28 8t

33 2!

42 161

69

OF. DaIIS. Hrs.
71

I 8 3 (1)
69 10
ti9 I 14 21

I
70 16 3t
70 21 3i

July 27 '.' ..... ~ .. ~ . 70
JuIJ' 29 5p.m. 71

Aug. 3 10.30 a. /II. 12

Aug. 12 12.30 p, Ill. 72

Sopt. 1 61
Oct, 1 91
Nov. 1 j. 122

.
D;lf91. 1 152

Jan. 1 I 183
Feb. 1 ) 12.11.
Mar. 1 242
Apr. 1 273
May 1 j 1303
June 1, 334

3 (1)
3 (2)
3 (3)

3 (4)
3 (5)

3 (6) ... ,10 . ... 10.30 a. m.

3 (7)
3 (8)

3 (9)

3 (10)

3 (11)
3 (12)
3 (IB)
3 (14)

3 (15)
3 (16)
3 (17)
3 (18)
3 (19)
3 (20)

I
Tempera.'

~ _Day. 1r.,_lI_o_u_r_'_I_t_;_~_~e_~_~__A_g_e_O_f_e_
gg
_·+ .

1

1890.
•July 9 I 3.45 p. m, Invagination Pit at surfuce very conspicuous. Seo cut 25.
J·uly.11 12.45 p. m. ]~gg·nauJlliu" Iu some eggs, second antermas not budded.
July 15 ! '10.30 a. /II. • <10 Second antennre bifid; thornoic abdominal

I I fold formed. See cut 31-
July 17 12 rn. . <10 Late egg-naupltus. See eut 32.
July 22 12 m. Poat.unuplfus 4 to 5 pairs of' post.mandibnlar appendages;

tip of .. tail' conspicuously forked; optic
diaks lobular. Cnt 34.

· . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. Optic lobes vory large; telson overlaps
brain; 6 or 7 pairs of" poet-mandibular
appendagea, antcrmro and telson tipp",1
with rudimentary setoo.

· .. .. .. .. . .. Telson reaohes baBe of"optic lobes.
· Eye pigment present for about 24 hours.

Cut 35.
..... Eye'spots crescentic or semicircular; telson

overlaps bases of optie Iobes,
.. .... .. .. . .. .... .•. Eye·spots oval; telson eonsiderably behind

optic Iobes,
· . .. . .. .. . .. . See drawing, out 36.

..... See drawing, out 37.

,----,-~___;_-----,--.____;-----C'.--.--.-.------.

, ._ '-- --'- .__.-'- .__~_~~_n __

The lobster (No.3, table 18) which laid eggs about July 1,1890, was kept under
observ-ation at the Fish Oommission station at Woods Hole for a period of 11 months
or 334 days, until June, 1891, when, as we see, the eggs had begun to hatch. Under
natural conditions the period of incubation of the summer eggs at Woods Hole is
nearer 10 months-c--rfrom .July 16th-August 15 to May 15-Juue 15).
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The very fresh eggs can be usnally detected by examination with a hand lens.
The transparent egg capsule closely invests the yolk, which then presents a uniform,
finely granular texture. The external segmentation of the yolk follows in twenty to
twenty-five hours after oviposition, and the large yolk-segments can be easily distin­
guished by the naked eye. At the close of this process, or after the invagination has
begun, the living egg, when examined with "a low power, resembles the fresh egg,
excepting that the yolk has now a coarser and more irregular texture, The embryo is
distinctly marked off in the egg-nauplius stage in about ten days, and when from
twenty-six to twenty-eight days old the eye pigment can be seen at the surface.

THE HATCHING OF THE EGGS.

THE HATCHING OF LOBSTERS AT WOODS HOLE.

We have seen that the period of incubation or fosterage lasts from ten to eleven
months in the case of the summer eggs. As yet nothing is known about the hatching
of the fall and winter eggs. The bulk of the eggs whioh are taken for the Woods Hole
hatchery complete their development in the McDonald jars in June, as shown in the
following table:

TABLE 19.-Time of collection and hatching of the eggs of the lobster at the United States Fieh. Commission
station, !Voolls Hole, Massachusctts; compiled from. record» of the station.

'I'Inie of collection of tho eggs. Hatching begun. Hntehiug Tlmo of hatching of
ended. 1U,ljority of oggs.

1890. Apr. 16 to .Juno 13; majority taken May 17 .Juno 23 .Juno.
In May.

1891. AJ,r. 28 to .June 29 May 2" (egj!;s taken AI'r. 28) . .Juue 15 June.
1891-1892. Deo.l,1801, to AI'r. 28,1802 May30(egg"tnkOl~Apr.25). J11l1O 29 .JUllO.
1893. Apr. 19 to .June 26 June 15 .July 15 Juno 15 to 30.

I

These results agree with what takes place in nature when the lobster is permitted
to keep her eggs for the fnll time. The eggs from several lobsters are usnally placed in
a single jar, and the jars are replenished while the hatching goes on.' The dates in
the second and third columns of table 19 therefore indicate the general range of the
hatching period, not that of the hatching of a single brood.

Lobsters with light eggs, or eggs of the previous summer, were last caught in
Vineyard Sound and vicinity in the summers of 1890 to 1893, at the following dates:
1890, July 9. One female lobster taken in Woods Hole Harbor with eggs hatching; several hundred

eggs not yet hatched.
1891, July 16. Six: female lobsters, with nine-tenths of the eggs hatched, taken at Menemsha. On

July 11 a lobster was taken at that place with eggs in process of llatching, and on June
30 two lobsters with old eggs were caught in Woods Role Harbor. In one of these the
eggs hall begun to hatch; in the eggs of the other there was still considerable unabsorbed
yolk.

1892, .Iuue 28. Four lobsters with old eggs were taken.
1~\l3, -Iuue 30. No lobsters with old eggs '~ere taken at Menemsha after June 30. At this time they

had in the past few days obtained 16 Iobsters with old eggs, and in half of these the eggs
had meantime hatched.

18114, .July 14. A lobster was brought from Menemsha, having been caught some time before, with eggs
about four-fifths hatched out.

I The temperature of the water iu the hutehing jars in summer ill "bout one degree higher than
that of the Witter outside.
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The last lobsters with light eggs were taken by the Gay Head lobstermen in 1890,
July 7. This was also the date of the capture, at that point, of the first lobster with
new eggs.

The time occupied by the hatching of a single brood was upward of a week, in.
the following case: On June 30, 1891, a lobster with old eggs, taken in Woods Hole
Harbor, was stripped, and the spawn was placed in a "McDonald" jar. On July 3 one
larva had appeared; by July 5 a dozen larvie had been hatched; on the 13th of the
month hatching was still progressing' slowly, and some of the young had molted and
were in the second stage.

In another lobster taken at Menemsha, July 11, 1891, with young just hatching
out, the eggs, treated in the same way, were nearly all hatched in one week's time.
On July 12 a large number of the first larvre were swimming about the jar, and on
July 18 the eggs were mostly hatched and many of the young were in the second
larval stage. .

In July and August, 1892, Mr. A. P. Greenleaf placed 300 egg-lobsters from Nova
Scotia with newly laid eggs in one of the lobster pounds at Southport, Maine. In
April, 1893, he seined, and found the females still bearing eggs. He seined the pond
again in June, when it was evident that the larger part of the eggs had hatched.

Mr. Thomas Garrett, who began to fish for lobsters in the Vinal Haven Islands
over forty years ago, caught in July a large, old egg- lobster, which weighed about
Gpounds, iu the" Basin" near the present lobster park. He returned it to the water,
caught it a second time, liberated it again, and about the 1st of August caught it for
the third time, when the eggs had all hatched out

THE DISPERSAL OF THE YOUNG.

With the hatching of the young the period of fosterage comes to an end.' By the
fanning movements of her swimmerets the young are driven away from the body of
the mother as soon as the egg-membranes have burst and are immediately dispersed;
thenceforth they lead a free and independent existence.

The hatching of the eggs of the lobster has been often witnessed by smackmen
and keepers of lobster pounds. In May, June, and July "the surface of the water in
the wells of the smacks often becomes perfectly alive with the young, and they may be

1 Nothing very definite seems to be known about the ovulation and hatching of the young in
the European lobster, Antaeus gammarus. Rathke's observations in 1840 did not settle the question
(see P- 167), and Bars's paper (175), published over thirty years later, left it still in doubt. Sars
saYH that "the reproduction of the lobster does not appear, as is gencrally held, to be confined to any
definite period of the year, yct the young are mostly hatched in summer. It is not unusual, however,
to find the lobster with external eggs at other times of the year." Mayer (138) remarks that there is no
definite breeding season, Imt that Homurus (AstaOltS !Jammal'us) and Palinurus extrude their tlggs mostly
in November and December. These conflicting statemcnts show that the Europcanlobster carrics her
external eggs for a long period, and I have no doubt that when this subject is carefully investigated
it will be found that the breeding habits of Astacus gant1/taruB are very similar to those of the American
species.

When this work was in press and after the preceding note was written I received Dr. Ehren­
baum's paper, to which I have already referred (61). He says that the eggs arc laid and the youug
are hatched from about the middle of July to the middle of September. In ODe of two cases observed
the eggs were laid August 1, 1893, and the first Iarvio hatched July 20, 1894; in the other, the eggs
wcre extruded August 28, 1893, and the larv.o hatched July 21,1894. The per-iod of incubation is thus
about 11 months, as in the American form, and the times of the laying nud hatching of the eggs in the
two species very neurly agree.
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scooped np by the hundreds of thousands," and, as Rathbun says (158, p. 32), "a sort of
transplanting of young lobsters has been going on along the New England coast, and
especially the southern portion of it, ever since the well-smack lobster trade began,"

'As the vessels sail along, the newly hatched lobsters" work out through the holes in
the bottom of the well, and are thus constantly adding to the supply of the regions
through which the smacks pass,"

Peter Kalm relates in his Travels, under date of October, 1748, the following
interesting anecdote of the transplanting of lobsters around New York by the New
England fishing boats, which it seems carried wells:

Lobsters are likewise plentifully caught hereabouts, pickled much in the same way as oysters,
and sent to several places. I was 1jplll a vcry remurkuble circumstance about these lobstcrs, and I have
afterwards frequently hoard it menbionod. The coast of New York had already European Iuhabitauts
for a conslderable time, yet no lobsters were to be met with on that coast; and though the people
fished ever so often, they could never find any signs of lobsters being in this part of the sea. They
were, therefore, continually brought in great well boats from New England, where they are plentifuI;
but it liuppeued that one of these well boats broke in pieces near Hell Gate, about 10 English miles
from New York, atHI all the lobsters in it got off. Since that time they have so mulblplied iu this part
of the sea that they are now caught in the g-reatest abundance. (108, vol. 1, pp. 240-2401.)

It is well known that the crayfish protects her young after they are hatched and
carries them about under her tail, as Roesel so well described over a hundred years
ago, He says:

If the mother of these little crayfish, after they begin to stir about, becomes quiet with her food
at any time, or for some other reason sits still, they begin to move away from her somewhat and to
crawl about her, but if they spy out the slightest danger, or there is any uuusual movement in the
water, it seems as if the mother called them back by a signal, for they all at once quickly return under
her tail and gather into a eluster again, and the mother hurries off with fhem to 11 place of safety as
fast as she can. After a few days, however, they gradually leave her. (.169, p. 336.)

Huxley was the first to observe that the ends of the forceps or large claws of the
young crayfish are bent into "abruptly iucurved hooks," by means of which the young
cling to the mother, He says:

Immediately after the young are set free, they must instinctively bury the ends of their forceps
in the'hardened egg glne which is smeared over the swimmerets, for they are all found to be holding
on in this manner. They exhibit very little movement, and they bear rough shaking or handling
without becoming detached, in consequence, I suppose, of the interlocking of ·the hooked ends of
the chelre embedded in the egg glue. Even after the female has been plunged into alcohol the young
remain attached, I have had a female, with young affixed in this munuer, under observation for five
days, but none of them showed any signs of detaching themselves; and I am inclinetl to think that
they are set free only at the first molt. After this it would appear that the adhesion to the parent is
only temporary. (109, pp. 43-44.)

The young lobster has no organs for attaching itself to the mother. Its large claws
do not end in sharp hooks (fig, 33, plate 20), as in the crayfish, and when once set free, it
never again flnds shelter under the body of the parent, I have noticed that the young
of Pontonia .domcstica (a delicate West Indian prawn, which lives as a commensal in
the shell of the Pinna), when hatched in an aquarium, usually keep together in a ball
or cluster, like a swarm of gnats, a habit which is doubtless shared by many of the
prawns, but they never seek protection from the mother, who lives in the mantle
chamber of the mollusk, Young lobsters which are hatched and kept in the aquarium
swarm up to the surface or go to the bottom of the jar when closely confined, but if
given greater liberty they tend to scatter, A swarming or gregarious habit would be
fatal to thls species, on aceonnt of its inborn pugnacity and cannibalism.
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Bell (14, pp. 248-249) has given the following account, furnished him by Mr. Peach,
of the way in which lobsters were supposed by fishermen to protect their yonng.
Hardly a word of it is true, but it is a good example of the pseudo-scientific literature
to which I have referred, and on this account is worth quoting: •

I have heard the fishermen of Gorltlll Haven sny-that they have seen in the summer, frequently,
the old lobsters with their ;young ones around them. Some of the young have been noticed 8ix inclwB
long. One man noticed the oldlobster with her head peeping from under a rock, the young ones playing
around her: she appeared to rattle 116rclaws on the aPllroach of the flsherman, mill herself and young
took shelter under the rock; this rattliug, JlO doubt, was to give the alarm. I have heard this from
several, some very old men, who aU speak to this without concert, and as a matter of course; and they
are men I can readily believe.

Young lobsters 6 inches long hardly require protection; smaller ones (an inch
lung) are rarely seen by fishermen, and old and young separate as soon as the latter
are hatched.

The writer of a popular magazine article, in quoting a fisherman, thus speaks of
the habits of young lobsters:

The mother is often seen surrounded by baby lobsters a few inches in length, who take refuge
under her tail in case of danger. (The Lobster at HOllie, hy William R. Bishop, Scribner's Monthly,
vol. XXII, 1881, p. 212.)

Erdl (62) says of' the green crab (Oarcinus mccnas), that it often appears to play
with small, round stones and with empty snail shells, just as cats play with balls.
("Manchmal scheint mit kleinen runden steinen, mit leeren Schneckenhansen wie die
Katzen mit den kugeln zu spieleu.") Here, doubtless, the writer was misled by his
imagination: in the former instance we have a popular error which seems to have
crossed the Atlantic Ocean with emigrants to the New World.

Of the hatching of the eggs of the European lobster, which were thought to be
laid in the sand by some of the older naturalists (see p. 36), Travis (191) curiously
remarks:

Though the ova are cast at all times of the year, they seem only to come to life during the warm
summer months of July and August. Great numbers of them may then be found, under the appear­
ance of tadpoles, swimming about the little pools left by the tides among the rocks, and many also
under their proper form, from half an inch to 4 inches in length.

VARIATIONS IN THE TIME OF HATCHING.

Accordit.g to Mr. Nielsen, the hatching period of the lobster in Newfoundland
begins about the first week in July and continues until the 15th or 20th of August,
the majority of the eggs hatching from the 15th or 20th of July to the 20th of August.
It is thus from three to six weeks later than at Woods Hole, which is what we might
expect from the difference in the temperature of the ocean at these points. It is not
yet known to what extent the time of hatching and period of embryonic development
varies from the normal course at the most divergent points on the coast; but it would
not be surprising if young were hatched at almost any time from late summer until
spring, owing to the irregularity in the production of eggs already pointed out.

Mr. Nielsen hatched a number of lobsters in floating incubators during November
in Newfoundland, and Mr. Rathbun (158) gives the following account of the hatching of
some lobsters at the Woods Hole station by Capt. H. C. Chester, in November, 1885:

Tbe eggs were detached from the lobster and placed in the "McDonald" jar November 5. They
began to hatch November 8, three days arterwur.l«, lIIHl r-ou t.inued hatching for It few daya longer, bnt
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only about 50 young ones were observed. The remainder of the eggs are still iu jars in good condi­
tion. A few of the embryos were transferrod to an aquarium with running water, and others to a
small vessel in which there was no change of water. The former lived about 24 hours, the latter about
:;16 hours. The temperature of the water in the hatching jar November 5 was 54-.3° F.; 011 the flth,
55°; and on the 7th und 8th, 56°. .. .. .. The conditions under which the eggs were kept were
perfectly normal, the water being of about the same temperature as that of the harbor outside.

I have learned of another very interesting case of the artificial hatching of the
eggs of the lobster out of the regular season. This happened during the latter part
of January and the first ten days of February, 1889, at the hatchery of the United
States Fish Commission at Ten Ponnd Island, Gloucester, Massachusetts. Mr. E. M.
Robinson, to whom I am indebted for these facts, was at that time superintendent of
the station. He says that the eggs were clipped from the lobster at about Christmas
time, and suspended in aquaria through which sea water was constantly running.
The temperature of the water was very low, at least as low as 36° F., and as many as
10,000 lobsters were hatched under these conditions.

Mr. Nielsen, who visited the station at that time, corroborates this account, so
far as the actual hatching of young lobsters is concerned. He writes that he examined
with the microscope a young lobster which had been hatched on the day of his visit.
The larva had perished in breaking out of the egg and in passing its first molt, but
was perfectly developed in every way.

These facts clearly show that the hatching period varies in the same way that the
time of egg-laying varies. The one must be correlated with the other.

William H. Wheildon gives some interesting facts about the lobster in a short
paper published in 1875 (202), already referred to. He says:

In February of the present year we exhibited spawn in several stages of development from newly
laid eggs to the swimming larvro.

The fact that the lobsters are with eggs in every month of the year, and that young
sometimes make their appearance in winter and fall, does not prove, however, as this
writer, like so many others, inferred, that the animal has llO particular breeding season,
but from these facts alone it would never have been possible to have arrived at a clear
understanding of the reproductive habits. To the circumstance that egg-lobsters are
taken at all seasons and often with eggs in very different stages of development is
due, more than to anything else, the confusion which had settled down upon this most
important phase ill the life-history of this animal.

In the case of the lobsters hatched at Woods Hole in early November, 1885, the eggs
were probably laid in the late winter or spring of the same year. I have the record
of a lobster which had in all probability spawned as early as June 20 (table 3, No.2).
Supposing these ova to have been extruded by the first week in June, they would
have had five months, including the warmest period of the year, for their development.
For five months, from the first of December to the first of May, the eggs are subjected
under natural conditions to a relatively low temperature, and their development is
greatly retarded. Oonsequently a batch of eggs which is extruded at the first or
middle of August and hatched in Mayor June following is not, in all probability,
subjeeted to a greater number of heat units than eggs which are laid in June and
hatehed in November. The embryos grow very slowly during the winter months, but the
advancement may be sufficient, when development has already proceeded far enough
in the fall, to bring the embryo to the point of hatching under favorable circumstances
in winter,
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DESTRUCTION OF THE EGG-LOBSTER AND ITS SPAWN.

The berried lobster has many enemies, of which man is the chief, but if we except
the latter, she seems to avoid them with remarkable skill. At least it is true that
during the long period in which the ova are carried the losses are relatively slight.
You detect but rarely a bad egg in the whole lot, and when, after ten months, the
mother's fostering care is about to end, one is surprised to see how healthy every
egg appears and how few seem to have been torn off. I have found that lobsters will
scratch off and devour their own eggs when confined in aquaria; and we often see the
spider crab (Libinia canaliculata) industriously picking off its eggs, as if for its own
amusement, when it seems to have no lack of other food. The eel has a decided
partiality for the eggs of the lobster, but the cautious way in which she keeps her
tail folded up when crawling over the bottom, and the lightning-like speed with which
she can dart about when disturbed, must often circumvent her most wily adversary.
011 July 5,1890, I placed three egg-lobsters, from which I wished to obtain embryos ill
progressive stages of development, in a small floating car. One of these was a large
perfect female, a second was a small perfect female, and a third was disabled by the
loss of its claws. The next morning I found that the smaller female lobster had been
killed and eaten. The large one had cut its body ill two, at the junction of the "back"
and "tail," and eels had eaten out the flesh and picked off nearly every egg, only two
or three being left. I afterwards found that lobsters kept in a similar way were liable
to lose their eggs while still active, and the aggressor was undoubtedly the eel.

Fishermen have maintained (28, p. 11) that egg-lobsters, if put together, devour
each other's eggs, but this is not true. At least I am certain that this never occurs
unless the lobster is first killed by its companions.

At Small Point, Maine, "berry" lobsters used to be considered the best kind of
bait for certain fish. The "tail" of the lobster was cut off, a part of the upper shell
removed, and the eggs left clinging to the under side. This practice was probably 110t
confined to a single locality.

The pernicious destruction of the egg or spawn-lobsters is wisely prohibited in
most of the States, and it is to be regretted that an attempt to enforce such a law has
Hot been made in the Maritime Provinces and ill Europe. This should certainly be
done even if the law is often evaded, owing to the ease with which the eggs can be
scraped off with a mitten or brush.

Ignorance of the fact that the lobster carries her eggs for a long period has been
an element of confusion in the establishment of close seasons. Thus in Connecticut
the law 01'1878 forbade the destruction of females with spawn from July 1 to July 15.
In Massachusetts, ill 1880, the sale of females with eggs was prohibited during July.
In 1883 the Maine legislature made a close time for egg-bearing females from April 1 to
August 1; this was changed in 1885 to from October 1 to August 15. In both Maine
and Massachusetts it is now, as it should be, illegal to take spawn-lobsters at any time.

The destruction of the spawn of lobsters is a terrible waste of life, and this is of
itself sufficient reason for the adoption of any measure which may tend to lessen the
evil. In certain parts of England lobsters in berry have been considered as in the
very best condition for eating, and the eggs are highly prized for salad. On this
account and because it was thought too great a hardship to compel the fishermen to
throw back the "berried hens," the commissioners were not inclined to recommend,
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any legislation on this point. The following extracts from the testimony relating to
this subject is interesting. .A. witness from London says (28):

There is a difficulty iu throwing back the berried hens. They are generally worth twice as much
as any other lobsters. The spawn is bruised and put into sauce, and makes better sauce than the
lobster itself. In salads it is boiled, and sprinkled over the salnd. It is a capital article of food.
The spawning hens are of value to the cooks, who won't hav» lobsters without spawn. The sale of
berried hens must not be prohibited, as it would be preventing the fishermen from taking the most
fish, The production of the lobster is so enormous that if a gauge were fixed the taking of a few
berried hens would make no appreciable difference. Berricd hens are in the best possible condition
as food. They form fresh spawn Immediately after they have cast their spawn. If they have no spawn
outside, they are full of red eoral inside.

In his Report 011 the Fisheries of Norfolk, Buckland (29) says:
The lobster is never so gOOlI as when in the condition of a berried hen. Berried hens occur most

frequently in April, May, and .June, They begin to lose their berries about July, bnt still many
berried hens occur in July. The use of tho berries is almost entirely devoted to cooking; they are
used in many preparations by the West Eud chefs, especially for coloring and enriching sauces. The
"chefs" are also fond of coral out of the body of the lobster.

The evidence of a manager of a shellfish factory in the Haymarket is quoted as
follows (29):

Mr. Sheppard, who boils lobsters for Scotts', at the top 1)£ the Haymarket, informs me that he has
taken from one lobster (weighing 3 to 3,\ pounds) 6 ounces of berries in the mouth of May. Iu August,
out of 100 lobsters he would not be able to get 6 ounces of eggs from the whole. On the 5th of August
he had 26 crabs, not one of which carried any spawn. In the month of Maya great proportion of
these 26 hen crabs would be full of sp iwu. The eggs from the berried hens are used for coloring
various sauces; the berries are often mashed up in the sauce, a little anchovy added, and then it
is called "lobster sauce." In order to supply these eggs for sauce to the cooks, Mr. Sheppard has
eol lected in April and May from 1<1 to 18 pounds of lobster spa.wn. I lind that there are 6,720 [eggs] in an
ounce of lobster spawn. Here, then, we have rleatroyed eggs which might have represented, sa~', in 16
pounds of eggs, no less than 1,720,320 lobsters. A very good subetttuto for lobster spawn could be
made by boiling logwood (I). He considers that all berried hens should be returned to the water all
the year round.

The number of eggs horne by the female lobster is considered Oil pp. 50-55. .A.
15-iuch lobster sometimes carries nearly 100,000 eggs, which weigh a pound.

The reasons urged by the commissioners for not indorsing the recommendation to
prohibit the sale of berried lobsters are remarkable as examples of logic. Thus, they
said "if it were illegal to take berried lobsters it would not pay the fishermen in many
cases to pursue the lobster fishery. In the next place, the lobster, when berried, is
in the very best possible condition for food; and it wonld be as illogical, therefore, to
prohibit its capture as to prohibit the taking of full herrings." Furthermore, it is said
that if the sale of berried lobsters were made illegal "the fishermen wonld probably
remove the berries. The berries wonld no longer be seen in the market, bnt berried
lobsters would be killed as much as ever.' Berried lobsters are, it must be remembered,
especially valuable; the berries are ill great demand for sauce and for garnish for fish
and salad." (28, p. XVI.) "Accordingly," says a writer in the Quarterly Review (213),
" we must run the risk of exterminating a valuable animal to please our cooks."

Mr. Buckland says again, in his Report Oil the Fisheries of Norfolk:

There are, I regret to say, many difficulties in the way of preventing berried hens heing destroyed,
the principal one being that, unlike the salmon, lobsters when oarrying eggs are at their very best for
human food. Notwithstanding this, it must IJe evident that the destruction of so many lobsters in
the form of eggs must of necessity greutly tend to produce that scaroity of lobsters which is now being
felt in the London and other markets.
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The concession to the cooks contained in the previons extracts is no more defen­
sible than the idea that the lobster when in berry is necessarily at its best as an article
of food. '.l'he reviewer just referred to, thus speaks upon the latter point:

We were under the impression-a. common one, we believe-that as the spawning season began
to come on all the food eaten went chiefly to aid the growth of the innumerable eggs in the female or
of the soft roe in the male.

Travis (191), writing in 1768 from Scarborough-a place which still abounds in
lobsters-says:

It is a common mistake that a berried hen is always in perfection for the table. When her
berries appear large and brownish she will always be found exhausted, watery, and poor. *
Cock lobsters are in general better than hens in winter.

It should be borne in mind that there is no organic connection between the
external eggs, which are carried under the "tail," of the lobster, any more than
there is between a plaster and the skin to which it is made to adhere by an adhesive
substance.

The case of the berried lobster and of the roe-herring are not strictly analogous,
since the lobster is carrying her eggs which have been extruded, perhaps months

. before, while the herring is yet in the active process of producing the spawn within the
body. .

One would suppose that the only time when the lobster could be compared as to
the effects of spawning with fish like the salmon would be for a, short period after the
eggs were laid. But this is not exactly the case, and Travis was nearer right than
his successors, when he maintained that the egg-lobster was an inferior article of food:
The fact is that the egg-lobster is in poorer condition or weighs relatively less than
the female of the same length without eggs. This point is illustrated more fully in
another part of this work (see p.119).

The lobster at the time of egg-laying is not in as poor condition, however, as the
shorted herring or the salmon, which at this period is worthless as food, HJHI the
reason is plain. The ovary of the lobster ripens slowly during a period of at least
two years, and the production and emission of the eggs is not so severe a drain upon
its vitality as in the case of the fish. After the eggs have been laid for some time, the
lobster gains in flesh; the ovary resumes its slow growth, but it is a year before the
"coral" becomes very conspicuous. The testes, corresponding to the "soft roe" of
fishes, are always very small, and produce sperm, not at a particular period, as is the
case with many species of fish, but probably throughout the entire year. The time
when the adult lobster is in the poorest condition for food is when the animal is
getting ready to cast its shell, and for a few weeks after the molt while the new shell
is still soft. .

The destruction of a few hundred thousand eggs, or even a few millions, would
have no appreciable effect upon the supply of lobsters at any point on the coast; but
where the practice of taking lobsters with eggs is general throughout the range of the
fishery, the total amount of ova or embryos which are thus killed is prodigious, and
can not fail to lessen the number of adults.
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PERIOD OF SEXUAL MATURITY.

To determine the size which is usually attained by the sexually mature lobster is
of the first importance in studying the economy of this animal. If the female lobster
is not allowed to reproduce at least once before she is caught and destroyed, a deple­
tion of the fishery must inevitably result.

In some of the States and in the Maritime Provinces of Great Britain, where
lobsters still abound, 01' were abundant. in the past, protective laws have been enacted,
prescribing a definite limit to the length of marketable lobsters. In Newfoundland
this limit is set at 9 inches. (The Royal Gazette, May 27, 1893.) In Maine the limit is
placed at 9 inches for the months of May and June, and 10~ inches for the remainder
of tile year.' In Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and New York tile limit is fixed at
10~ inches; ill Rhode Island at 10, and in Connecticut at 6 inches. It is thus evident
that very uncertain and contrary opinions have been entertained in regard to the
size which is reached by the sexually mature lobster. In order to settle this question
upon the solid ground of anatomy, and at the same time work out a number of other
problems relating to the reproductive organs, I made in the summer of 1890 a large
number of dissections, and have embodied some of the results in table 20.

Remarks.Condition of swim­
mereta.

Condition of sexual
organs.Locality.Length.Sex.No.

TABf,E 20.-General oondition of the sexual.orqan«, of theexternal and intornal eggs, and of the shell in lobstere,
ohiefly females, l'anging from. :2 to 16 inohes in length, in June, July, and August.

. - ,--...----------c,---------...-----,----.------ .. ----- .--- ------- .....-- -.---
Dato of
capture.

----------- ---1----+--------1-- ------

Do.

Do.

. do Animal not 1'0 a chilli
sexual maturtty.

.. .. do ..

....do ..

'I'estes filled with solid .
maRSCS of' ripo sper-
mutozon, which are i
surrounded by It gela-
t.inoua seoretton.

Ovaries (lark g roo Il i
near-ly ripe.

Ovnrioa i m m a t u 1'0;
very lil(ht green.

Ovaries dark g re e n ,
like No. 23.

Ovary strawcolor .vorv
immature,

..do <10 ..

... do .........do ......

BU dn do ..

I

II

I

11i I ,Tuly 0

I

12

10! ... do do .

10 . do do ..

Female

Malo...

2 ....10.

22 Femalo.

23 .. do ....

24 ... 110 ....

25 .. do ....

26 do .....

4-10

Inches. 1800.
101~ June 28 Ga.y Head, Ovary poa-groeuoolor . With 0 I rl ogJ.:., Sholl hard. Compare

rock bot- extends nearly to end now hatching. fig. 138, pl. 38.
tom. of thlrd ubdominnl

aegment..

H! ... do .........do ...... Ovary nearly ripe; ex I"""'"'''''''''''' Oviduota not dtstendodtends to end of third with eggs.
abdominal segment,

8U do (lo Ductaoftesteachurged .
with ripe sperm.

Female do do Ovaries pea-green color. All with old eggs. I 'I'he gluey threads atlll
Compare fig, 138, pi hatched t his attached to the hair.
38. year. of the swimmerets

I
I • how conclusively

that voung have been
hatched t.his seasou.

11-17 do ..110 tl O'vu r i e s npproaching Clean All about to extrude
maturity, eggs this season. In

ono case oggs nearly
ripe. Size ofinternOJ
egg, 1.33 mm.

Sperruat 0 ph 0 r e A-or
packages of sperm,
wrapped in Il gelati.
nous eubstaneo-ccan
bo pressed out of the
ducte,

Menemsha, Ovaries dirty" Y0110 w Clean............... AjJparellt'y no young
sand hot- color; very nnmature. iatohed this ye a r,
10m, Probably never sexu-

....do ...... ... ... H:~~r~l::rl.re.

18-21 Male....

I The legislature amended this law in 1895, so that it is now illegal to destroy lobsters measuring
leB6 than lOt inches ill length at any time of tho year,

F.Q.B.IB~5-5
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TABLE 20.-General condition of the sexual organs, of the external and internal eggs, eto.-Continued.

I No. Sex. Date of ii Length. capture. Locality.
. !---- --- _ ..._----

Conditdon of sexual Condition of swim-
organs. mereta.

Remarka.

34 ... do .... 9~ ::::l::::::I:::J~::::::
Ovary nearly ripe...... Clean .............

35 .. do .. " 10! Ovary light green; im- Old O~gH, jus I,

... do ... .I. ....do ......
mature. hatched.

36 .. do .... 10! Ovary etrawcolorj verv Clean .............
hnmature. . I

37 ... do .... 11! .cdo .... .....do ...... Ovary pea-green color. I Old eggs, hatched
this ~·ear.

38 ... '10 .... lOa ...do ... ...... do ...... Ovary light green , im- i Clean .......... · ..
mature.

39 ..do .... 16 July 22 Gay Head, Ovary nearly ripe; ox- ..... do ............
rock bot- tends to end of third
tOJIl. abdominal segment.

Ovary nearlymature. .. Soft shell.

15 I' ..do do Ovary pea-green eolor. Gluey; old el-!.gs,
hai.ched t.his
year. ,

10i I do do · .. · · .. • .. · 1 ..

4i'.! do do Ovary vBry small; ISmotlf,]t ..
I opaque white. I

33
1

1 1.10 ••••• __ •• do .. TcsteH not found in i, --_ .

gross dissection. t

9;1 i.. .do ; , .

I

7f·n'! 110 do...... Ovar:y light yellowish

I
· white, .extends ttl

middle of second ab-
i dominal segmcn t.

41 do do Ovary opaque white; "",,,,,,,,

I
extends into third
abdominal segment.

9 f 'h,I" .do do Ovaryli/(htflesh color; .
extends to end of
third abdominal seg-
1I1Out.

5k ! do do . __ Ovary ?paque white; .
: vary Immature j ox-

7a 1 do do .. __ ;!~~~~~~..~~~e~~~.~~:: .
12k Jul~' 29 do Ovary light greenish External e /(!\'s ,

I white, flecked with embryos WIth
orange. eve pig-ment.

15! . oodo do __ Ovary opaque whitish External eggs in
with many mature late segment.a.
unextruded eggs. tion stage; laid

about 3 days.

:::3~ :::: :::: :3~ :::::: :::::~l~).::::::::::: ::::: J Gil;~; :::::: ::::::

See draWing of repro­
ductive organs, .fig.
120, pl. 36.

Hnl'd shell; immature.
Ovarlan lobe, 3 mill.
in diameter.

Hard shell. 'Ovarilln
lobe 0.8 mm, in diam­
eter.

Hard shell•

Soft shell. Hatched
youngbeforemolting.

De.
Shell hard. Hatched

young, hut has not
yet molted.

lIard shell.
Do.

Fairly hard shell. An­
imal never sexuallv
mature. ...

.Fairly hard shell.

Soft shell; p r o b a b l y
hatched old eggs and
molted this season.

Hard shell. Ovary
flecked with yellow
spots, the remains of
degenerated eggs he­
lon(:ing to laat sexual
period,

Hard shell. Degener.
ated old eggs in ovary
and oviduct.

Soft shell. Molted in
car June 22.

liard shell.

Hard shell. Degener.
ated old eggs in ovary
and oviduct,

Oviducts fllled up to
external opening
with ripe, u n e x .
truded eggs. For
numher of eggs see
table 14.

Hard shell. A few un­
extruded eggs, with
remains of degener­
nted ova of last sex­
ualperiod. Figs. Ja~,

136, pl. 38, and fig.
139. pl. 39.

Soft shell. Has proba.
hly h n tc h e d and
molted this year.

Soft sholl. Has proba
bly hatched external
eggs and molted.

.... do ... __ .......

Clefin............. Has probably molted
this season:

Do.

Smooth .

External eggs in
carly segmonta­
tlou , ahout 36
hours old.

.. • .110 ...... Ovnry light pen gree1\,
flecked with yellow.

. ...do...... Ovary very light pea
green. Ova very
small.

1890.
July n .Menemahu,

sand bot­
tom.

... tlo do Ovury atraw color , like
No. 26.

... do do Ovary very lightgretm. Old eggs, hatched
this year.

... do do , .. do Clean ..

12 ...do .........do ...... Ovary soft, jelty.Iike ,
opaque dtrty-whlte
color, flecked with
yellow and orange.

11! I Aug. 11
I

10[70 1. ..do ..

I

40 .. ,10 ....

41 Mille....

42 Female.

4:1 Mllle...

44 ..do.

45 Female

46 ...do .. "

47 ... do ....

48 ... do .. ,.

49 ... do ....
50 ... do ....

51 ... do ....

52 ...do ....

53 ... do ....

54 ...do ....

i Incites.
27 .~:::~I~..I 1l!

28 10!

29 ... do ... ·1 11!

30 .. do .... 1O!
31-32 • •(10 .• o. 10~, 10!

3:1 .do .... 10
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TAnLI~ 20.-Geneml condition of the 8cJmal organs, of the external and internal eggs, etc.-Continued.

Remarke.

Have probably molted
this seasou: never
mature.

Do.
Sholl colors bright; has

probably molted this
season. Degenerated
eggs of former sexunl
period present. Fig.
141, pl. 39.

Hard shell, Ova light
green about nucleus.
]'igs. 150 and 151, pl.
41.

Hard shell, Seo draw­
ing, fig. 123, Ill. 36.

Shell fairly hard.

Soft shell, Mayor
may not have had
young this year.

For number of eggs. seo
table 14.

Shell very hurd.

Soft shell.

Shell moderately hard.
Shell moderately hard ;

probably not mature.

Soft shell.

Hard ahell.
Anlmal not mature,

Soft shell.
Moltod t his season.

Immuture .
Shell hard,
Probably molted this

season. Immature.
Probably molted this I

year, May have had
young. I

Shell fairly hard. HlIs
possibly shod tit i s
season , lllay or may
not have hatched ex­
ternal e~gs.

F~~l;oirm:i',';~~.Anl-
Do.

Soft shell. External
eggs due in following
vear; not oertain
that young have been
hatched thia year.

Soft shell.

Soft shell. Probably
hatched brood this
year.

Shell fairly hard.

Wit h external
oggs.

Smooth, clean ....

External egg s
about 3 weeks
old.

Cloun _ .

Smooth ..

Condition of swim­
mereta.

Condition of sexual
organs.

O~~~t~~V~p~~a~~~
egg more than half of
that ofmature ovum.

Ovary light pea-green
color; verylmmature.

Ovary deep greon; im- do .
mature.

Ovaries flesh oolor; do ..
vory Immature.

Ovary rather dark 1· do ..
green, flecked with
y,eIlow; about half
ltS size at maturitv.

Ovary light pea green; do ..
small.

Ovary dark green, I ·
Dearly ripe; Iargest. !
ova, 1.3 mm, in diatn-
ter.

Ovary nearly ripo..... Clean ..
Ovary light pea greon ; do .

diameter of ovum
about one-third tbat
of mature egg.

Ovary light yellow do Sholl moderately bard;
Ov. lobe 7mm. in di- Immature.
ameter.

Ovary light pea green do ..
OvaryyeUow do .

Aug. 14 do ..

... do do .
.do do ..

... do do do <10 ..

... do do OVllryyollowish, email do ..

... do do Ovary poa groeu do ..

IOil do do ..

Ovary cream oolor; Clean .
small.

9la do do do ..
10~ do do Ovary light pea green. Clean ..

111 do do .

12Ia· ..do do .

Ovary bright yellow do .
Ovary dark green; .

swollen, ripe, eggs
flow out when ovary
is out; diameter of
lobe, one-half Inoh.

12HI Aug. 21 .....do ...... Ovary light greon ..... External ogga in
o g g . naupllus
stage.

IOil do do ..
12 do do ..

11 do do .
10~ do do ..

O':J;1te.soft, grayish

Ovary green; diameter
about one-half inch.

12! ... do ........ '.do ...... Ovary soft, whitish... External egg. in
egg· uaupltus
stage.

121 do do 110 External egga. In-
vaglnation stage.

111 do do do do ..
10 (10 do Ovary small; oream Clean .

color.
10 do do Ovary small; light do .

orang\, i{.ellow. I
111 ...do ......... do ...... Ovary bg t pea green.....do .. · .. · ...... i

10i do do .

111
lOil

91
10!

10~

12,'0 Aug. 19 do .

12& do do ..

11!,101 do do ..

56 ... (10 ....

57 ...do ....

63 ...do ....

61 do I
62 do '

58

1

, ..do ..

59 ...do ..
60 ..•do ..

70 ... do ....

80 ...do ....

81 ...do ....
82 ...do ....

83 ...do
84 ...do ::::

85 ...do ....

78 : .. ,10 .
79 ... do ..

77 ...do ....

76 ... do ....

74 do ..
75 do ..

64 do .

65 do .
66 , do i
67

1

.. .do ..

68 ,...do ..

I
69 ...do ....

No. Sex. J,eDgth'I~~i~ii.' Loc.';t;.

---- IncheB. 'I'~ --·-----1----------1--------1
55 Female. 101 Aug. II Gay Head, Soft shell, Probably

rock bot- has Dot hatched eggs
tom. thiayear;would prob-

I ~~~~

I
, for firat tlmo tho noxt

Bummer.
12! I""do ,10 Soft shell. Has proha-

bly hatched eggs and
molted this season.

10 I do do ..

I I
101 ...do .........do .... "

71 , do

172-73 ' do ..

I
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TABLE 20.-Gcncral c(Jndition of the sexual. orqaus, of the external and internal egg8, etc.-Continuel!.

!temarks.

Do.

Very hard shell. Seo,
tll'awing of ovary and
eva, figs. 137 and 135,
plate 38.

Hoft shell.

Hard ehelf. See draw­
ing of ol'ltr.YI fig. 132,
pl. 38.

Eggslai<lahout, J uly 25.

Shell rnirly hard.
De.

Unrd shell.

Do.

Hard shell. 1<'01' sec­
tion of ovary, see tlg.
140.

Sholl hard : to III 0 I t,
soon; egg" hatched
this seas on. So 0
drawing ofevary and
ovum, fig s, 138 and
133, pl. 38.

External eggs
about six weeks
eld, extruded
about July 10.

Conditdon of swim­
mereta.

Conrlttion of sexual
organs.

Ovary urcam color ... _. Clean .. _. _... _. . .. Immature.

Locality.

Gay Hm"l,
rock bot­
tom.

9i! do do .

91 Aug. 4 .....110...... · Ovarynoarlyripe. He­
male impregnated.

12 I AUJ:{. 5 Meuemsha .. Ovar'ylig~tpeap;roOll. Cleau . __ .. ~ ... __..

I , I!'emaloImpregnatell.
2111 June 30 IWoods Hole Ovary whito; length Ii .. -- .! I Harbor. in. j diameter 'JJ"'1 in.

2/0 ; 1 -- -- .

Ill' July lH I Mcneiuaha __ __ I~xternal egg. in
i ~~~~t • sc~mimta

S i 1 tl i Dato of
ex. I .eug 1. I capture,
----1·----'---

Inches. 18nO.
11 Aug. 21

.do ..•.

86 Female .

87

91

95 ...do ....

96 ... do ....

Ovary light green,
flecke.l with yellow
(degenerating eggs)
and white (young
eggs).

88 do . "'1 12 I' ..do do .. Ovary whitish, flecked External oggs. ill
wi th yellow spots, egg -n a u p l t u a
and dark green un- stage,laidahont

89 ..do 1 J..<10 <10 •••••••••~~J~~<~~~.~~~.~' ~df~~~~: .
90 ..do.... 101! do do Ovary same us In No.B? .

I I 18nl
. .110 ' 511 : July 22 W'oOlls Hole Ovary white, 15mm. in .

i I Harbor, diameter.
92 .. do \ 7,' ,10 do ')vary whitish, with .: I tinge of pink, 3 rnrn.

, . ill diameter.
93 ..do 1 71~ Jll1y 24 \ do 'Jvary white, about .

I 3mm. in diameter.
.r10.... 9~ -July 30 do Ovarles nearly ripe; ..

a e m i n u I receptacle
charged with sperm.

9~ ,JIll)' 30 do...... Light green. Ova light .
Yollowishgreen. No
sperm in seminal reo
ceptacle.

94

97 do ....

98 10 .••.

99 ' do ..•.

100 do ....

No. !
I

These results, with those given in table 15, show very clearly that on the coast of
Massachusetts female lobsters become sexually mature and produce eggs for the first
time when they have attained the length of from 8 to 12 inches. Very few lobsters
under 9 inches in length have external eggH, while only few have attained the length
of 10~ inches without having them. The limits of 9 and 10 inches, which have been
variously adopted, are therefore too small, and should be increased if the lobster is to
receive the benefit which is intended by this form of legislation. It is clearly illogical
to protect the very small lobster and not to extend protection to the lobster which is
about to spawn, in view of the natural increase of the species, since the latter has the
greater chance of survival. It is highly probable that the majority of female lobsters
10~ inches long are sexually mature. It is possible that the limit is sometimes extended
at both extremes and that very rarely a lobster produces eggs before it is 8 or even 7~
inches long or fails to produce them until it is over 12 inches in length. Out of over a
thousand egg-bearing lobsters which have been examined at the Woods Hole station
during the past four years there have been found only 20 lobsters measuring from 8
to Sf inches, or less than 2 per cent of the total Humbel' with external eggs. (For
statistics of the majority of these, see table 15.) The hundred lobsters, the dissec­
tions of which are tabulated above, were not, however, taken at haphazard, but were
selected in many cases to illustrate the development of the ovary and its growth
between two successive sexual periods.
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Culling from table 20 all lobsters 9 inches long and upward which are i-nmature
or have not as yet spawned, the record is as follows:

47••••••••••••. •••••..•... 9{'o

83••••.•.•.•.•.. _........ ..... 9 1
7
0

59 .. __•...•. _0_ _.' GIn

26. 66. 67. . . . . .. .. .. . .. . .. . . . . . 10

58.84 :............... 101

74.82...... 109
28.36..................... .. 10~

80............ 1O~

7:1........................... 10*

80........................... 11

72........................... 11~

22............................ 11!

'I'otal number, 17.

The following would have laid eggs during the current season-that is, they were
within a few days or a few weeks of their first spawning:

N umber in table 20.I

II - .
H4.94 .

90 .

77. _ _. o. _. 0 ••••• _. _ ••••

25..• 0 •••••••••••• _ •• __ •••

78 ..
27 .

23 .

Tutul uumber, B.

Lengt.h in
111Oh08.

9~

\l~

10&

10~

11

1I~

12

We thus find that 25 females, a large number out of the entire list, varying from
91Ji./f to 12 inches in length, had either never reached maturity or were mature for the
first time. Of the 17 immature females, 6 are 10~ inches or upward in length, and
the ovaries in most cases would not have matured for at least two years. In order to
be 011 the safe side I have purposely omitted from the enumeration all doubtful cases.

It may be asked, How can you be certain that a lobster has never spawned' The
answer to this question is easily found by examining the ovary. If the surface or
interior of the ovaries or their ducts are flecked with small yellow or yellowish orange
spots, in however slight a degree (see fig. 136), it is an infallible sign that external
eggs have already been carried. If these specks are examined under the microscope
(fig. 150, plate 41), it will be seen that they are the remnants of old eggs which failed of
extrusion at the last sexual period. At every such season of egg·laying there are
always, as we have already seen, a few residual eggs, out of the thousands which are
laid, which stick fast in the ovary or in its ducts, or for some cause are not driven
outside of the body. These remain in the organs and undergo degeneration in situ;
It is, perhaps, not surprising that traces of these eggs persist in the ovary for upward
of two years without being completely absorbed, when it is remembered that the semi­
fluid contents of the egg are surrounded by a tough bag of chitin, the primary egg
membrane.

Another means of determining the sexual condition of the female, which, I consider
to be also infallible, is the (John'of the ovaries. The ovary immediately after egg-laying
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is always of an opaque grayish-white tint (plate 38, fig. 136). The ovary of a lobster
taken at the time of the hatching of the brood (plate 38, fig. 138), or several weeks
after it, is invariably, so far as my observation goes, of a light pea-green color, and
possesses definite histological characteristics which will be considered in another place.

The ovary of a female which is approaching maturity for the first time (see Nos. 22,
26,47,58,67, 74,83, eto., table 20), on the other hand, is variable in color. It may have
a flesh or almost salmon tint, a cream color, a dirty yellow, bright light-yellow, light
olive-green color, or one of many intermediate tints.

The interesting fact has already been pointed out that the percentage variation in
the numbers of eggs produced by lobsters from 8 to 12 inches is excessively great.
This points to the conclusion, which is confirmed by anatomical evidence, that the
period at which lobsters reach sexual maturity is a variable one, extending over
several years, over a period, at least, in which lobsters vary from 8 inches, or slightly
under, to 12 inches, or slightly over, in length.

THE FREQUENCY OF SPAWNING.

Is the lobster an annual spawner, or, to put the question in another way, what
percentage of mature female lobsters produce external eggs each year~ These ques­
tions, although of much importance, have generally received erroneous answers.

In the summer of 1890 I first demonstrated, upon the ground of anatomy, that the
lobster did not and conld not breed annually, as had been commonly supposed, This
is proved, first, by the growth of the ovarian eggs, and confirmed by the relatively small
percentage of females with external eggs captured during the winter and spring.

The growth of the ovarian eggs was followed from the time of hatching of the
brood until the ova of the next generation were ripe and ready for extrusion. (See
note, p. 152.) These results are embodied in table 20. In some notes published
in May, 181l1,I pointed out that three-fourths of the whole number of egg-lobsters exam­
ined in the summer of 1890 in Vineyard Sound had extruded eggs during the latter
part of July (see table 7). It was also shown that the eggs which are then laid are
"carried by the female throughout the fall, winter, and spring, and are not hatched
under natural conditions until the followiug summer" (.92). The hatching period
was given as extending over a period of about eight weeks, from May 15 to July 15.
This agrees, for the most part, with the experience of recent years.

Bumpus (30) gives correctly the periods of spawning-with the exceptions I have
noted-of incubation, and hatching of the young. Garman (72), in a report upon the
lobster to the fishery commissioner of Massachusetts, summarizes his results as follows:

(1) The female lobster lays eggs but once in two years, the laying periods being two years apart.
(2) The normal time of laying is when the water has reached its summer temperature, varying in

different seasons and places, the period extending from about the middle of June till about the 1st of
September.

(3) The eggs do not hatch before the summer following that in which they were laid, the time
of hatching varying with the temperature, and the period extending from the middle of May till
about the 1st of August.

These conclusions-subject to the corrections which I have pointed out-are essen­
tially a repetition and confirmation of facts which were already known.

Mather emphasizes (135,136) the facts that the lobster carries its summer eggs all
winter and that it breeds once in two years.

In order to prove with certainty that the lobster can not breed every y€Jar, we
have only to dissect a female which has recently produced a brood, or has external
eggs nearly ready to hatch, ill June,.1uly, or Angnst. TIL table 20 records of over
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twenty-one such dissections are given (Nos. 1, 4 to 10, 29 to 33, 35, 37, 38, 40, 53, 56,
62, 95) which illustrate the condition of the ovary before the eggs hatch, up to about
the middle of August, or from six to eight weeks after hatching. The ovarian eggs
have had, in all these cases, from ten months' to a year's growth, this interval having
elapsed since the last sexual period, when eggs were extruded.

The colored drawing, fig. 138, plate 38, represents, in natural size, the ovary of a
lobster (No. 95, table 20) four to six weeks after the hatching of its eggs. In figs. 136,
137, and 138 I have given representations of the ovaries of the lobster as they appear
thirty-six hours, six weeks, and one year after egg-laying. Figs. 134, 135, and 133
show the average size and form of the ovarian eggs, drawn to the same scale, at these
various periods. The ovarian eggs are in about the same condition of immaturity in
figs. 133 and 135, and it would seem that immediately after egg-laying the ovary grows
very rapidly, and then enters upon a long period of rest. In the following summer,
when the external eggs have hatched, another period of rapid growth is experienced
in the ovary, and at the beginning of the third summer after ovulation there is a third
period of active growth which continues until the new ova of the next generation are
ripe. That the spawning periods are thus two years apart is a valid inference drawn
from the study of the anatomy of the reproductive organs. (See note, p. 152, and in
particular the description of fig. 138, p. 246.)

If the spawning period of the lobster is a biennial one, and if the sexes are equally
divided, we should expect to find half of the adult females carrying eggs each year.
In other words, one in every four mature lobsters (of both sexes) captured would carry
external eggs. Since lobsters do not mature at a uniform period, or when of a uniform
size, it is impossible to get perfectly accurate data upon this point. It would be
impossible, furthermore, to trust any data, unless we could be certain that the egg­
bearing lobsters were uniformly distributed. The facts which we have, relating to
this point, are however, worth consideriug.

In April, 1889, a number of lobster pots were. set in the harbor of Woods Hole
by Vinal N. Edwards, and a daily record of the catch was made. A total of 3,230
lobsters were captured, as described in table 21. About one in every seven bore eggs.
The percentage of females with external eggs to the whole number of females taken was
40 in April, while it dropped to 36 in May. This slight fall might or might not be owing
to the hatching of some of the eggs, while it is evident that the drop to 9 per cent in
June is due to this cause, by far the larger part of the eggs being hat ched in this month.

It is seen that in the total catch of 2,657 lobsters, from December 1, 1893, to
June 30, 1894, the sexes are very nearly equally divided, and that about one in every
fifteen lobsters captured bore external eggs. Neither this .1101' the percentage of
females with eggs to the whole number of females has any special significance, since
both mature and immature are included. Striking ont the months of May and Jnne,
when the eggs are mostly hatched, and eliminating the smaller lobsters, we find the
percentage of egg-bearing lobsters 10 inches long or over to the whole number of
females of the same length with or without eggs (that is, mature female lobsters), to be
~1.79. If the limit is taken at 9 inches, we find the percentage to be 19.81. In other
words, about one-fifth of the females 9 inches or more in length bore eggs.

The catch off No Man's Land in May, 1894 (table 1), illustrates very well how
the conditions are affected by the locality. Out of 1,318 lobsters taken 93.!"; per cent
were females, and 63.7 pel' cell t carried eggs; moreover, 68 per cell t of the total numbel'
of females bore eggs.
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TAIlLJ<: 21.-Pereentage of male to female lobsters and the percentage of egg-bearing females taken in
Woode Hole Harbor .

. _ Time of capture. 1

l-l-p8-~9-2-4C-I-18-89. i 1889, 1893, 1894, 11894, "1'- 1894. . 1894. '11894, 1894, Ijh~le
1-

1

to ao, i May. 1 Juue. Dec. Jan. l·'cu. March. April., May. ~~:~ pcrlO<l.

'I'otai catch I · 1041~I'2'184 224 I 501'~ 348 457 I 434 447 5,887
Male. 49 440 1,009 123 I 250 116 161 247 107 219 2,81l
Females.. 55 502 1,175 101: 251 130 187 210 237 228 a,076

~:l:~ ~~*:~ ~~ti~;~I~:~::::::::::: ~~. '"4i8'1'''976' .... 97 '1'''' '215' .. "i07' .... i:i7' ... 2io' .:"i73' ....i96' 2, 5~~
Males over 10~ Inches 22 I 33 26 35 9 24 37 24 23 233
Females under 10 inches , 55....... 55

.
l ' emales under lOt Inches 1. .. 43911' 099 78 194 106 147 163 207 192 2,625
l!'emules over lOj 11lChes.... 63 76 I 23 I 57 24 40 47 30 36 396
Females with eggs............... 22 185 108, 22 311 11 12 :13 34 20 483

~~~*:~ .~~~~~>~~~~~:I~~~~ ~!~~: :: ... a~~ .. ~:~~~.I ~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~ ~~~.!..~'. ~~~.
lf~~~~~~. ~~.~~~. ~~~..i~~cl~:~.~~~I~. 131 63 _ 1 , .

Females over 10~ inches with I I
P:~~~lt~g~~"li.~i~~i~~~~jti;~gg~. --- : 54 45 _.. --- /_ - _.u"· no -- •••••

i to total number of females...... 40 i ao , 9 21. 78 14.341 8.46 0.42 15.71 14,35 8.77 17.48
I Percentage of femnles with eggs I I
' to whole catch.................. 21 19.6 4.9 9.82 7.18 4.47 3.45 7.22 7.83 4.47 8.99
I Percentage of females to males ... __~~~2. 114.3 I 116.4 82.1 100.4 112. 07 116.1~_ 85. 02 ~0.~~104.11 . .106.ao

The inspector of fisheries for the Province of Prince Edward Island says:

In 1879 returns from almost all the factories then in operation gave, for the whole catch, only
from 3 to 10 l)er cent in spawn, much the larger portion being in July.

This agrees closely with the results obtained at Woods Hole, but it does not
follow, as Mr. Duvar supposes, "that one-fifth of the females carry ova each year,"
or that" there are four times as many young breeders coming forward as there are
egg-bearers," and "that one-fourth of the number come into breeding year after
year" (20.9, p, 234), since the adult lobster does not breed annually, as he erroneously
supposes.

From December 1, 1893, to May 1, 1894, 358 female lobsters measuring 10 inches
or more ill length were taken ill the harbor of Woods Hole, and 1,234 were captured
during the same period at No Man's Land, in all 1,592 lobsters, 57 per cent of which
bore external eggs. If we include the 9-inch lobsters, we find that the total number
of females taken at both places is 1,779, and that 53 per cent carried eggs. This
supports the conclusion already reached from the study of anatomy, that the lobster
breeds once in two years, in which case 50 percent, or fully one-half, of an sexually
mature female lobsters spawn in some part of each year. It also shows very forcibly
tlJat valid inferences respecting the breeding habits can not be drawn from observa­
tions made in a restricted area. Thus, had our attention been confined to Woods
Hole it would have appeared that only one-fifth of adult females bore eggs (from
December to May), or that the lobster spawned only once in five years. I

J Ehrenbaum (61) fouud that only 25.4 per cent of females supposed to be of adult age caught at
Heligoland carry eggs, and hence concluded that the European lobster becomes produotive onlj once
in four years. Besides the objection that the data are derived from one locality, which, as table 21
shows, is a serious one, there is the further difficulty that over 10 per cent of these female lobsters
were captured during the months of July, August, and September, when, according to Ehrenbaum,
both the laying and the hatching of the eggs occur. This alone might vitiate the result. The best
way to test this question by experiment would be to take a female which hnd recently hatched a brood
and keep her alive until the following summer, when the next butch of egl!:s would he dUO, in case the
spawniug period is a biennial one. So far as I know, this has never heen done.
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It should be borne in mind that, as we have already seen, a certain number of
lobsters from 9 to 12 inches long have never borne eggs. Thus the chances for error
in making estimates of this kind are further increased.

The percentages given in table 21 must therefore be greatly increased to express
the ratio between the actual spawners of the current year and those which have
reached the spawning age, since in the total number of females there were undoubtedly
included many which were not mature. While the percentage of egg-lobsters taken
in the same locality may vary considerably from year to year or from month to month
it seems probable that if we could average the results taken from many different
localities along the coast we should find that the number of spawners each year
represents about half the total number of mature females.

RELATIVE ABUNDANCE OF THE SEXES.

Some species of crustacea are strictly monogamous, such as the beautiful tropical
shrimp, Stcnopus hispidus, which is always seen swimming in pairs, the male and
female being rarely separated. This is also true of another delicate shrimp, Pontonia
domcstica, which lives in the mantle chamber of the mollusk Pinna. In such cases the
sexes are of necessity about equally divided. But in the lobster there seems to IJe
no attachment of this kind. It is probable that a given male fecundates more than
one female, and it is certain that the sexes are distributed with great irregularity, at
certain seasons of the year at least, as I shall presently show. Nevertheless, if an
extended census could be taken, at different points on the coast, it is very probable
that but little difference would be found in the numbers of the sexes.

The following table shows the relative abundance of male and female lobsters
found in Woods Hole Harbor and at No Man's Land:

'l'ABLl~ 22.-Relative ablwdance of mole and femaie lobsters at Woods Hole and No Man:« Land.

In the monthly catches at Woods Hole in 1889 the females preponderated by 12 to
16 per cent, while in the total catch for 1893-1894 the sexes are very nearly evenly
divided. During this period the percentage of females to males fluctuated from 82.1
minus to 120.30 plus, a variation of about 38 per cent. The traps were stationary,
but the lobsters were constantly moving about over the bottom; yet there was no
segregation of the sexes, and such variation as we find ill the monthly catches has no
special significance.
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When, however, we glance at the data from No Man's Land, it is evident that
something besides chance has caused the overwhelming preponderance of females,
1,469 per cent. It seems almost certain that this condition of things is only tempo­
rary, and it may be explained, as I have suggested in another place (see pp. 23,24), in
relation with the inshore migration and the hatching of the eggs.

Regarding the relative abundance of the sexes of the lobster, Verrill (196)remarks:

Among those which I have examined from New London, Waterford, and Stonington, Connecticut,
in our markets, I have not noticed any marked inequality in the number of the sexes. Mr. Smith
examined the lobsters in the market at Provincetown on two occasions, in August and September,
without finding any decided differences iu the number of males and females. He also repeatedly
examined those in the fish-markets at Eastport, Maine, in summer, with the same result.

Oapt, N. E. Atwood published ill 1866 a paper on the .habits of the lobster in
the proceedings of the Boston Society of Natural History (5), in which 1)8 makes
the following remarks:

From Plymouth northward and eastward [lobsters] are caught in deep water in the months of Feb­
ruary and March, but not in large quantities; as the season advances they come near the shore and
remain through the spring', summer, and autumn, and are very plentiful. Along this range of coast
three-quarters at least are males at all seasons of the year. At Cape Cod (Provincetown) their habits
differ very much from the habits of the lobsters on the north shore. They do not come there until
June and remain until October, when they disappear and go to parts unknown. One very singular
fact I have noticed is, that the lobsters which visit Cape Cod are nearly all females; they apllear to
come near the shore for the purpose of depositing their young, after which they pass away and others
in turn take their places, as is indicated by the change that is constantly taking place, for when the
fishermen are catching great quantities of large, good hard-shelled lobsters-and they are unusually
abundant-perhaps the next day there will be a new kind, smaller and not of so good quality, the
former ones having passed away and others come to take their places.

In Boston the number of lobsters sold annually can not be much short of a million. The
male lobster is preferred and is the most salable, as this city has always been supplied from the
northern shore of Massachusetts and coast of Maine, where the males are most plentiful. It is a great
advantage to the fishermen that the people prefer males. III New York it is very different in this
particular, the city being supplied from Cape Cod after .Inne, and the female lobsters thus considered
much the best. I have sold many lobsters in New York, and males sell at only about half price. The
male is much poorer than the female in meat.

I have quoted the foregoing passages at some length, not because they are free
from error, but because they were written by an intelligent fisherman at a time when
scarcely anything was known of the habits and general biology of the American lobster.
If such a preponderance of females actually occurred on the shores of Cape Cod it may
have been a seasonal phenomenon, similar to that observed at No Man's Land. It
did not exist in August and September, when the observations of Professor Smith
were made at a later period.

The statement that males are more plentiful than females on the northern shore
of Massachusetts and the coast of Maine is without doubt an unsupported generali­
zation. Conflicting statements in regard to this subject are often given by fishermen,
who, as Verrill suggests, probably do not often discriminate the sexes when the females
are without eggs. The only detailed facts which we possess on this subject are those
recorded in tables 21 and 22, and they seem to point to the conclusions already drawn.



Chapter lII.-MOLTING AND GROWTH.

EARLIER OBSERVATIONS

The process of molting, which makes growth possible to the arthropod, is of such
interest and importance that it deserves very careful attention. There is much to be
added to our knowledge of' this subject in the lobster, and I shall deal with it at
full length. Aristotle knew very well that crabs and lobsters shed their shells (The
History of Animals, Book VIII, c. XIX), although his observations were not accurate;
but the fact was forgotten and finally denied altogether.

It is only necessary to go back to the beginning of the last century (in 1712) to
find Beanmur (161) demonstrating that the river crayfish periodically cast its shell,
yet in the early part of the seventeenth century, a hundred years before, Olaus
Wormius, according to Couch (47), speaks of the molting of crabs as a thing not to
be doubted.

The regeneration of the lining of the stomach of the crayfish was reported by
Van Helmont, but this writer's reputation did not lend much weight to the statement
until it was confirmed in 1709 by Geoffroy (74).

To that marvelously acute observer, Reaumur, we are indebted for the best account
of the exuviation of the crayfish. He took crayfishes which appeared to be ready to
molt and placed them in jars of water in his museum and watched them carefully.
Others he put into boxes, the bottoms of which were pierced with holes, and moored
them in the river Marne, which flowed past his garden. The crayfishes in the river
were under more favorable conditions than those kept in the house, and molted more
frequently in consequence. He gives a very circnmstautial account of the external
process of molting in the crayfish, which took place in June, July, and August. The
time occupied in the final act of casting the shell by crayfishes kept in the river was
from seveu to fifteen minutes, while those in the house often struggled for several
hours before they were free. Sometimes they died in the operation, especially the
young ones. Some would lie on their sides, some on their bellies or backs, and in the
latter case he observed that they frequently died.

However, as Couch remarked, Reaumur's paper produced so little effect that
When, many years later (1756), Peter Collinson oommuuicated some cursory remarks
on this subject to the Royal Society, his account of the molting of the crab was received
with so much doubt that his second paper was chiefly employed in furnishing evidence
of the fact.

Observations on the molting of the higher crustacea have since been made by
Ooueh (45, 46', 47), Gosse (81), Ohantrau (37), Max Braun (22), Vitzou (197), Sal's (176),
Hyatt (104), Brook (26), and others. The histological changes involved ill the molting

75
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process have been studied by Max Braun (22), and more recently by Vitzou (197). As
so often happens, there are many observations on this subject which either ignore the
earlier and often better ones, or add nothing of value to our knowledge of the process.
Hyatt, in remarking that, while the molting of the lobster had been previously de­
scribed several times, "no professional naturalist" had "actually seen the process and
recorded his observations," appears to have overlooked the account of Sal's (176),which,
however, is not particularly circumstantial.

Sal's saw a lobster in the act of molting in July near Tananger, in Norway. He
says:

It had just been taken out of a lobster box, and could be handled without its offering the slight­
est resistance. The shell on its back was burst in the middle, and the tail and the feet were nearly ont of
the old shell, while the largest claw stuck out ouly half its length. This latter portion of the change is
evidently very dangerous, and, although I observed it for quite a while, I could see little or no progress.

This lobster was not a good exponent of the molting process. As soon as the
larger claws begin to be withdrawn from the old shell the exuviation, under normal
conditions, is speedily brought to a close. Nor is it true that the lobster "only reaches
its former size after a considerable time has elapsed." According to Sal's, the lobster
on the Norwegian coast molts chiefly in July.

Both Couch (45) and Salter (174) have given accounts, at secondhand, of the
molting of the European lobster. Ooueh, writing in 1837, says that the newly molted
lobster shows great activity in effecting its escape, which is undoubtedly true in some
cases, but not in all. The lobster whose cast shell is described escaped "througb an
aperture too narrow to have allowed it to pass if its new covering had possessed a
very moderate degree of firmness." He supposed that escape was effected by the
cracking open of the shell, in the middle line, where he noticed that in life a faint
stripe was perceptible. He observed in a lobster preparing to molt that absorption
took place along this area, and inferred that the two halves of the shell were com­
pletely separated when the critical moment came. Of the molting, he further says that
''it is not improbable that the general opinion is correct which limits the exuviation of
the adult animals to once in the year," and" general opinion" does not seem to have
made much progress in clearing up this matter during the last fifty years. .

Salter's account, published in 1860, is interesting on account of some extraordi­
nary statements, such as that in molting the legs are extracted pair by pair, which of
course is a physical impossibility, as Hyatt pointed out, and that the abdomen is the
part first withdrawn from the old shell. This latter statement expresses exactly the
reverse of what has since been found to occur.

Wheildon (202) published in 1875 a short paper containing some interesting facts
on the molting habits of the American lobster, which will be referred to again.

The work of Vitzou, which appeared in 1882, is the best yet done on this subject.
He treats of the histology of the old and new shell, and of the organic and "inorganic
reserves," which are supposed to be laid down in certain tissues with reference to the
molting period.

Hyatt's paper (104), appearing in 1883, gave an accurate account of some of the
phenomena of exuviation in this species.

Packard in 1886 published some notes (147) in which very little is added to our
knowledge of the subject, Be says that "the integument of the legs is molted last,
and when, owing to rough handling, the process is delayed, the extremities of the legs
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slough off." The remarkable statement thut "the abdominal legs are molted before
the thoracic ones" would imply tlia.t the hinder part of the body is first withdrawn
from the old shell, which is not true.

'I'he statement that the lobster" remains inactive for nearly or quite a week, until
the new crust becomes hard," can not be accepted without modification, since the soft
lobster is frequently caught in traps, and the newly molted lobster often displays
surprising agility, and besides it requires more than one week for the shell to become
hard.

Brook (26), writing in 1887 on the reproduction of the lost parts of the lobster,
has some interesting notes on the growth of the European lobster which he kept and
observed in an aquarium for nearly a year and a half in one instance, during which
period the animal molted four times. The ecdysis usually occurred at night, and the
exuvium was buried.

No one, strange to say, has ever examined the cast-off shell and observed with
sufficient care the areas of absorption. This has resulted in much useless diSbussion
as to whether the carapace splits along the middle line when it is cast off. I shall
refer to this hereafter.

Weare now concerned with the adult animal only. The molting of the embryo
and larva will be considered in Chapter XII.

THE STRUCTURE AND GROWTH OF THE SHELL.

The phenomena of the molt are unintelligible without a knowledge of the struc­
ture of the skin or integument. The histology of the shell ill the crustacea has been
studied with varying degrees of success by a number of naturalists-by Carpenter (34),
Lavalle (116), Williamson (205), and 'I'ullberg (1911)' The most accurate statement is in
the paper by Vitzou (197), on which I shall mainly rely in giving the following account.

The skin as a whole is composed of dermis and epidermis, and consists of the
various parts shown in the diagram (cut 5). 'I'he epidermis is made up of a single
layer of chitinogenous epithelial cells, and of the shell which they secrete; the dermis
is composed of connective tissue, blood vessels, nerves, pigment cells, and glands.
The shell consists of four layers, namely: (1) the thin outermost layer, which I shall
call the enamel layer, apparently structureless; (2) the pigment layer, composed of
parallel lamellas, traversed by canaliculi and filled with pigment and lime salts; (3)
the calcified la,yer, devoid of pigment but otherwise like the last, forming the greater
part of the carapace; (4) a noncalcified inner layer, composed of very thin lamellse,

The chitinogenous epithelium corresponds to the Malpighian layer of the epi­
dermis of the vertebrate, while the layers of chitin represent its horny cuticle.

The vertical canaliculi correspond, as Vitzou has shown, ill certain deeapods,
to the boundaries of the chitinogenous cells; but this is not the case in the lobster,
where they are close together and very numerous.

During the molting period the cells of the chitiuogeuoua epithelium undergo a
great change. They grow out, vertical to the surface, into very slender and exceedingly
long rods. (Compare Cut 11, and figs. 171, 173, plate 43.) The epithelium formed
over the surface of a budding limb is of the same character. The chitinous layers of
the new shell are formed by discontinuous thickenings of what, according to Vitzou,
maybe regarded as the upper wall of the epithelial cell. Thus are formed parallel
Iamellas of varying density, which fuse with those of adjoining cells and make a contin­
uous shelly crust.
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At the time the shell is ready to be cast the tegumentary covering consists of
(1) the old shell; (2) the new shell; (3) an intermediate structureless membrane,
besides the chitinogenous epithelium, and (4) the dermis. The new carapace, according
to Vitzou, is composed of the enamel and pigment layers only. The calcified layer is
not formed until after the molt.

The connective-tissue cells are now of large size and contain granules of glycogen.
Claude Bernard first demonstrated the presence of glycogen below the carapace in
crustacea. Glycogen was extracted by Vitzou from the connective tissue, liver,
lymph, and ovaries, during the molting period. Besides acting as a pancreas, the
liver was found to be a great producer of glycogen during the molt. Glycogen is
thus an organic reserve, which furnishes material for the growth of the new shell and
tissues. According to Vitzou, Schmidt and Berthelot have shown that the chitin of
the crustacea contains a principle belonging to the same group as cellulose and lignin.
This substance, under the influence of sulphuric acid, may be transformed into a body

. analogous to glucose. Hence the remark of Clande Bernard, that" without forcing
the metaphor one may say that the crustacea are enveloped in a carapace of wood."
(Lecons sur Ies phenomenes de Ia vie, 1879, t. 2, p. 113.-197.)

The enamel is plainly the first product of the secretions of the skin which goes into
the new shell, and when once laid down can not be competely removed except by a
molt. The enamel is often partially removed by friction, as is seen in the abrasions
on the shells of old lobsters or those about to molt.

The surface of the shell, particularly that of the carapace, has a decided punctate
appearance, due to the hair pores. These mark the points where setre either pene­
trate the shell now or did so at an earlier stage of development. In the adult lobster
the setre of the carapace have disappeared or are worn down except upon its margins
and in the orbital regions. In the fourth larva, however, tho whole carapace is seen
to be studded with hairs (fig. 113, 115, plate 35).

If the carapace-better one without pigment-is examined with a hand lens, the
surface is seen to have a beautiful though somewhat irregular mosaic appearance.
It is divided into polygonal areas which inclose the hair pores. These markings are
probably due, as Professor Patten has shown to be the case in Limulus, to shallow
depressions in the enamel, dependent upon a peculiar bending together or clustering
of the outer ends of the canaliculi. The hair pores open on the inner side of the
shell in small blister-like elevations.

A very minute pore of another character is scattered among the hair pores on the
inner side of the shell. It has the appearance of a symmetrical crater with a minute
tube issuing from it. This is the duct and opening of the tegumental gland. The
distribution of these two kinds of pores would probably repay careful study. But
few parts of the carapace, such as the white tendon marks (see p. 135), are wholly
free from them. Toward the lateral margins of the carapace they become exceedingly
small and numerous. Some of the superficial pits ill the dorsal region, on the other
hand, are very large.

We thus see that the dense shell is a veritable strainer, being perforated by
hundreds of thousands of minute passages, which lead from the surface to the parts
below it, to the tegumental glands on the one hand, or to the sensory cells which lie
at the roots of the hairs, on the other. The bearing of these facts will be better appre­
ciated when we discuss hereafter the function of the tegumental glands themselves.
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The hard-shell lobster is heaviest, has the firmest flesh, is hardiest, standing
transportation best, and therefore most valuable for the market. A large percentage
of all lobsters taken during the fall and winter months are of this character, and all
or nearly all lobsters caught in March, April, and May belong also to this class.
Shedders and soft-shell lobsters are taken in greater or less abundance from June to
October, varying somewhat with the season and locality and surrounding conditions,
such as the nature of the sea bottom and the temperature of the water. By far the
greater number of lobsters in all seasons, and in all places, cast their shells during the
months of July, August, and September. However, the time of shedding varies con­
siderably on different parts of the coast, being from four to six weeks earlier in some
seasons in western Maine than in the extreme eastern section. Shedders are not fit
for the market, being lean and watery, and soft lobsters are in a similar condition and
will not bear much handling or transportation. Until the shell becomes tolerably
hard the soft lobster is in constant danger of attack from its companions, and is
easily wounded and killed. Lobsters with very soft shells and those which have been
mutilated are often kept in the lobster preserves or pounds until the shell is hardened
or the injury repaired.

No systematic data have hitherto been gathered at any point along onr coast upon
the molting habits of the lobster. I am therefore glad to be able to give the results of
a series of daily observations made at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, during the space
of seven months, from December 1 to June 30, 1894. During this interval 2,657
lobsters were captured in traps set at fixed points in the harbor. As shown in table
23,1 there was np month in which either shedders or soft lobsters were not caught.

TABLE 23.-Th/11110lting of the lobster.

_._--_.'. ._~._._.._,_,__." ___.0.•.•-___ • -_._._,_.__..~-------

No. of Catch, Shell hard Shell hard Shell soft.
'I'empora- d~l'.~ot~r

and bright. and dull.
turo of Nature of -,--

Months. water ill average bottom.
harbor. tempera-

Male. Fern. Total. Male. ]tom. Male. Forn. Male. Fem.titre is. given.
-- -------------------------------

F.
December ... 37.71 14 Rooky .... 123 101 224 117 101 2 0 4 0
January ..... 35.48 27 ....do ..... 250 251

501 I 239 250 7 0 4 1
E'ebruary .... 32.54 24 ....do ..... 110 130 240 115 130 0 0 1 0
March ....... 37.40 27 ....do ..... lOt 187 348 154 180 7 0 0 1tl.:ril ........ 42.52 25 .. ..do ..... 247 2tO 457 232 200 14 4 1 0

53.65 20 ....do ..... 197 2:17 4:14 I. 194 230 3 1 oi 0
Ju?.::::::::: 62.20 25 ....do ..... 219 228 447

1

185 202 ! 0 2 34
1

24
--~~~_._-~

Only one soft-shell lobster was taken in Pebruary out of a total catch of 246, and
no "shedders" (shell hard and dull) were captured during this month. Again, one
soft-shell lobster only was observed in March and April, and none in May. In Jnne,

1 Lobsters with shells "hard and dull" are nearing the molting period; those with" soft shells"
have recently shed, and in those with "hard and bright" shells the molting time is most distant.
See p. 82.
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on the other hand, the Humber of lobsters which have recently shed jumps suddenly
to 58. These observations may be summed up for the whole period as follows:

Total catch. IllU~~o~~<1i Ss,hfctll T()t:-I'
<lull. I ).

2, 65751, ala malos .. :~~~ ..~ --a-a --4-4 --;~-I

{~~~_folllale8....... "I 7~ ~_!

Of the entire catch, 110 have either recently molted or are preparing to molt; 77
of them are males. 33 females. The total number of males is smaller, yet the number
of soft shells among them is nearly twice as great as in the other sex. This fact implies
that the males molt oftener than the females, which would b.e an a priori deduction
from the greater size which the male attains (see p. 34), or that they molt more frequently
during those months. It is interesting to recall in this connection the observation .of
Ohantran (37) that the male crayfish molts twice in the year, while the female molts
but once. Females molt, as a rule, shortly after the young are hatched, and very
rarely just before the eggs are laid (see p. 35).

When I was in Portland, Maine, on the 24th of August, 1893, soft-shelled lobsters
were being caught in that region, while fishing smacks were bringing hard-shelled
lobsters from Jonesport, near the eastern border of the State. Soft-shelled lobsters
are still taken in the Portland district, as I was informed by Mr. N. F. Trefethen, for'
four or five weeks before they are received in large numbers from Jonesport.

Mr. F. W. Collins, of Rockland, thinks that lobsters shed earlier in the shoal mud
coves, which are full of eelgrass, than on rocky bottoms. The shedding commonly
occurs there on muddy bottoms in the latter part of July and the first part of August.

Shedders in small numbers are occasionally taken in Rockland in January and
February, and sometimes shed in cars at this time. In deep water outside, as at Seal
Island, Matinicus, Green, and Ragged islands, where lobsters are caught in winter in
40 to 50 fathoms, and in shoal places in summer in3 to 10 fathoms, very few soft-shell
lobsters or shedders were taken in the summer of 1893, up to the 26th of August, not
more than a dozen among thousands examined each week. The majority of the soft­
shell lobsters from these localities come later in the season, from the last of September
to the middle of October. -

Mr. A. P. Greenleaf said he had rarely seen soft-s nell lobsters at Southport-Maine,
but that in the winter of 1893 (in January and February) he had taken dozens of them.

At West Jonesport, Maine, on September 4, 1893, I was told by a fisherman at
Beal Island that hard-shelf lobsters had prevailed up to that time, but that soft-shells
were becoming common. He thought that the shedding was rather later than usual.
This confirms the reports made at Rockland and Portland.

Molting lobsters were very common at Woods Hole in October and November,
1890, particularly in the latter month, when Mr. Vinal N. Edwards says that more were
caught than during the earlier part of the season. In December, 1891, Mr. Edwards
found lobsters in all stages of shedding, some that appeared -as if they would be ready
to molt in a few weeks, and others as if they might shed in a few days. Thus it was
probable that the lobsters continued to molt to some extent in winter, which is shown
by table 23 to be the case.

The abundance of shedders which was noticed ill the late fall of 1890 at Woods
Hole has not since been observed, and it seems clear that there is considerable varia­
tion in the molting of lobsters in a single locality at this season of the year.
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It is stated in the annual report of the inspector of fisheries of Prince Edward
Island (209, p. 236) for 1880 tllat soft-shell lobsters "are seldom seen on the north side
of the island, while on the south side almost all that are caught in the month of July
are soft and unfit for canning." A canner in Queens Oounty says that scarcely a
lobster can be caught before the 20th of May. Soft-shell lobsters begin to abound by
the 1st of August and continue abundant during. this month. One-third of the lobsters
caught during August are said to be soft-shelled. The fishery officer for Cape Breton
states in his report for 1888 (210) that no soft-shell lobsters were captured during the
fishing season which closed July 28. .

THE MOL1'ING PROOESS.

Next to reproducing its kind, the act of molting is the most important in the life
of thts animal. The whole body is covered, as we have seen, by a chitinous shell, in
which salts of lime are deposited, giving to parts of it the hardness of stone. Molting
consists of two diatinct phenomena: (1) the formation ofa new shell and (2) the rejection
of the old. When once formed the shell admits of no increase in size, since it is a
dead structure, excreted by the skin below it, and when it is ontgrown it must be
cast oft' and replaced by a new and larger shell. The new shell is gradually excreted
under the old one, and when the latter is discarded the new shell is soft and flexible
and is easily distended to meet the requirements of growth. The growth of the lobster,
and of every arthropod, thus apparently takes place, from infancy to old age, by a series
of stages characterized by the growth of a new shell under the old, by the sheddtng of
the outgrown old shell, a' sudden increase in size, and the gradual hardening of the
shell newly formed. Not only is the external skeleton cast oft' in the molt and the
linings of the masticatory stomach, the cesophagus and intestine, but also the internal
skeleton, which consists for the most part of a complicated Jinkwork of hard tendons.
This is rendered possible from the fact that these structures are derived from infolded
portions of the skin, and in molting they are simply drawn out of their original folds
or pockets. It is thus easy to see why the molting process is critical.

The frequency of the molting period depends directly upon the physiological
condition of the animal, which varies with its environment. The molting process is
both an expensive and dangerons operation, and calls for a considerable excess of
energy. Since it is largely dependent upon the condition of the individual, which is
Subject to wide variation, the molt does not take place at any stated time, but niay
occur in any month of the year, though but rarely in the spring. Warmer weather, a.
more active life, and a more vigorous appetite, which are characteristic of the lobster
during the warmest part of the year, are most favorable, as we have seen, to the
renewal of the shell. The lobster, though a carnivorous and voracions animal,
feeds less in winter, when its habits are relatively sluggish. Broken limbs and
injUries to the shell are then but slowly repaired, and there is less energy to be
drawn npon in molting.

The growth of the crustacean takes place during the period of the molt, while the
new shell is being formed, and not immediately after the ecdysis, as is commonly
believed. It was clearly shown by Vitzou that the old shell is gradually thrown off
in consequence of the growth during the molting period, when the animal tends to
become larger than its envelope. The rapid swelling out of the body after the old
shell is gotten rid of is due to the absorption of water through the new shell into the
blood and tissues, not to cellular growth.

F. c.B. 1895-6
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Before the molt takes place the lobster has been for a long time preparing for it,
while growth has been going on. After molting, it is several weeks before the new
shell is as hard as the old one, so that the lobster is, for a large part of its life, either
preparing for a molt or recovering from one. It is therefore not remarkable that
lobsters have acquired many popular names among fishermen, such as "hard shell" or
"old shell" lobster; "shedder," "black shell," or "crack back" (lobsters preparing to
molt); "soft shell," "new shell," "shadow," "rubber shell," "paper shell," "buckle
shell" lobster, etc. (lobsters which have recently molted).

HABITS OF MOVl'ING LOBSTERS.

Shedders can be readily distinguished by the dark, dull colors of the old shell
hence the common name of "black lobster," and by the deep reddish tint of the
membranes at the joints, where the flesh is now seen through the old and new cuticle.
The lobster is now naturally sluggish, though not too inactive to enter a trap. When in
this condition they very commonly haunt Shallow water with a sandy, muddy, or weedy
bottom, and at low tide have been taken out of bunches of eelgrass in a few inches of
water. When in this condition they frequently dig a shallow hole in the mud under
stones, where they can await the coming change with greater security from enemies.
Fishermen frequently see a shed shell lying on the bottom and a soft lobster close by
under a rock or bunch of kelp.

It is well known that many prawns habitually molt in the early morning while it
is yet dark. The lobster when kept in an aquarium molts either by day or night, and
it probably does the same in nature. In those which Brook observed (26) the shells
were cast off in the night and partially buried.

Shedders and soft lobsters used to be a favorite bait with fishermen who knew
where to look for them and could then find them in abundance. The shell of the black
lobster was peeled off, and the soft, pulpy flesh formed a tempting bait which fish
found difficult to resist. Mr. Vinal N. Edwards says that in 1869 or 1870 he used to
take molting lobsters for bait at Menemsha, in Vineyard Sound, in October, sometimes
a barrel of them at a time. He says that he never found a molting lobster buried in
the sand, but they were usually under bunches of seaweed, such as the common kelp
(Fucus vesiculosus) with their bodies only partially surrounded by the sand, and in 5 to
9 feet of water. It was not uncommon formerly to catch shedders in fyke nets, but he
has taken none in recent years. He used to take them occasionally with hook and line.
The lobster probably requires greater freedom in getting free from its old shell than
could be found in the most carefully constructed burrow I

While at the Vinal Haven Islands, August 26,1893,I saw in the pound at that place
a number of soft lobsters which had molted but a few hours before. One was found
lying in the eelgrass; another, a male, was exposed on the .mud bottom in 2 feet of
water. A shedder, weighing upward of 10 pounds, was caught by Mr. M. B. Spinney
in Seal Oove, Small Point, Maine, in the month of August, ill very shallow water; and
in Sagadahoc Bay, near the mouth of the Kennebec River, a large soft lobster was once
found and close beside it its cast-off shell; The lobster lay buried under roots of
eelgrass and was out of water, when discovered, at low tide.

In the Peabody Academy of Science, at Salem, Massachusetts, there is a crushing­
claw of a lobster said to have come from Gloucester and to have weighed 39 pounds,
A.n outline drawing of this claw is given in plate 15 (see p. 115). This lobster probably
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weighed not over 25 pounds. The shell of the last three joints of the claw-bearing
limb (the parts represented in fig. 20), weighed 16~ ounces. It has the thickness of
thin pasteboard, excepting at the tips of the claw, where it is denser, and probably
belonged to a lobster which had molted within three months of the time of its capture.

Putnam (154) records some interesting facts in regard to the molting habits of the
blind crayfish, Oambarus pellucidus, and of the eyed crayfish, Camharu« bartonii, cap­
tured in Mammoth Cave November 13. The blind species was of a milk white color.
One molted on January 29 and a second time April 20. Another specimen of this
species, exposed to the light over-nine months, had eaten little and molted once. One
of the specimens of O. bartonii molted about February 20, and when observed was
eating its own shell. It had devoured about half of it. This habit of eating the remains
of the old shell is very interesting,and is undoubtedly induced by the need of lime.
It was noticed ill the crayfish by Baker (7) over a hundred years ago, but it is so
seldom recorded that it would hardly seem to be a fixed habit. It is probably
occasionally practiced by the lobster aud all the higher crustacea, especially when in
confinement. Warrington (199) estimated that the molting period of prawns tPalonnon.
serratus), which he kept in aquaria, varied from twelve to twenty-four days, depending
Upon food, the temperature, and other conditions. When the cast skins were not
removed the prawns devonred all the soft parts. Young lobsters, immediately after
molting, fill their stomachs with any calcareous matter at hand, such as the fragments
of the shells of mollusks and crustacea. Pieces of the integument of the lobster are
commonly found in the stomach-bag, 1'0 that it is not at all improbable that the young
lobster sometimes devonrsits cast-off skeleton. Brook (26) thus speaks of a lobster
the day after ecdysis:

It had partially buried its cast shell under the gravel. During the previous fortnight this
specimen has shown great irritability aurl pugnacity, and when offered food seized it savagely, but
instead of eating proceeded immediately to hury it.

Spence Bate (9), who tried without success to observe the common green crab
(Oarcinlls mamas) ill the act of molting, concluded that this animal had the power of
inhibiting the process until a favorable time arrived.

THB CAS1'ING OF THE SHELL.

A male "shedder" was caught in the harbor of Woods Hole July 13,1891, and
placed in an aquarium. At exactly 2.48.p, m, this lobster began to molt and in six
minutes was out of its shell.

. Wilen the lobster is approaching- the critical point the carapace or shell of the
back gapes away a quarter of all inch or more from the tail. Through the wide chink
thus formed the flesh can be seeu glistening through the old and new cuticle, giving
it a decidedly pinkish tinge. Take the lobster up in the hand now and the tail
drops down as in death, the strong muscles which bind the pleon to the carapace being
completely relaxed. When this stage is reached tile time of exuviation is at hand­
and the process becomes purely automatic, the animal having lost all control over its
own movements. 'I'here are other signs, thoug-h Bot equally infallible, which point to
the same conclusion-the dull, faded colors of the old shell, scratched and marred
Often with the marks of many conflicts. The shell is frequently of a dark, dirty green
color, the mottled tints having become very much obscured. The contrast in color is
very great if the shedder happens to be among a lot of new-shell lobsters. and the
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term" black lobster," used by the fishermen on the coast of Maine, is not altogether
inappropriate. The old shell is also brittle, owing to the absorption of organic matter,
and if the carapace or large shield which covers the anterior half of the body is
pressed between the fingers, it will sometimes split down the back in the longitudinal
median furrow. In most cases the shell does not crack in this place unless artificially
compressed. In the course of the preparation for the molt the lime salts of the
shell are absorbed along the middle line of the carapace, leaving a narrow perfectly
straight gutter, extending from the spine or rostrum to the posterior margin of the
shield. The chitinous portion of the cuticle still remains, forming an inelastic hinge,
on which the lateral halves of the carapace bend without breaking asunder. In the
molted shell there is also a linear membranous area on either side of the rostrum.
Absorption of the hard matter of the shell at these points tends to give greater latitude
to the movements of the two halves of the carapace. If you examine a liard- shell
lobster you will find in place of the median furrow a blue line, drawn as if with a fine
pen and rule. Below this line the epidermic cells of the skin become so modified as to
bring about the total absorption of the lime salts of the cuticle. In sections of the
Skin, however, it is. difficult to detect any histological change in this linear area.
Other areas of absorption, to be described hereafter, occur, which are of even g-reater
importance to the success with which the lobster comes out of his old covering alive
and whole.

The period of uneasiness, which foreshadowed the molt and was very marked,
ended in this lobster by its rolling over OIl its side, agitating its appendages, and
bending its body in the shape of th« letter V, the angle of the V coinciding with the
gaping' chink between the dorsal shield and" tail." Presently the old cuticle, holding
these parts together and through which the new shell is seen, began to stretch, the
wall of the body pressing against it with considerable force, and the hinder end of the
shell being slowly lifted up, while its anterior part remained attached to the rest of
the skeleton. The slow but sure pressure of the parts within cause an increasing
tension in the yielding cuticular membrane, which finally bursts, revealing tile brilliant
colors of the new shell. The legs and other appendages arc occasionally moved, but
no marked convulsive movements are to be seen. The carapace has now become raised
upward to an elevation of perhaps 2 inches behind, in conseqnence of which, the
anterior end being fixed, the rostrum is bent downward and the animal HOW has a
very singular appearance.

When this much has been achieved the lobster becomes quiet for a few seconds
and then resumes its task with renewed vigor. From this time on until free its
muscles work intermittently. 'l'he doubled-up fore part of the body is with each effort
of the animal more and more withdrawn from the old shell, and this implies the
separation-of the skin from the complicated linkwork of the internal skeleton and the
freeing of the twenty-eight separate appendages, which are attached to this portion of
.the body, from their old cases, and at the same time the release of the muscles from the
internal tendons of the large claws and other parts. The cuticular part of every ecto­
derm-ic strncture is strippea. off. This exoskeleton folded np to fit such a complicated
mold is in reality a continuous structure, and from the method of its regeneration the
sloughing of one part necessitates the shedding of the whole.

The carapace is now elevated to such an extent behind tltat the rostrum is
directed obliquely downward and backward. The lobster is stall lying in comparative
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quiet upon its side, but the muscles of all its appendages are undergoing violent con­
traction as the animal tugs and wrestles violently as if to free itself from ropes which
bind it down firmly on every side. The carapace is unbroken, yet the two halves bend
as upon a hinge along the median furrow. Presently the pressed-down bases of the
antenure, the eyestalks, and the bent-down rostrum of the new shell can just be seen.
No part of the covering of the large claws or of any of the legs has been split or
cracked. The muscular masses of the powerful claws have been withdrawn through
their narrow openings without a rent. Finally a few kicks free the entire anterior half
of the body, the autennre, chelipeds, and various other parts, which now lie above or
to one side of the old covering'. The" tail" has been gradually breaking away from
its old case, and as soon as the forward part of the body is withdrawn the lobster gives
one or two final switches and is free. The newly molted lobster has a very sleek and
fresh appearance, and its colors were never brighter or more attractive. Try to take it
up in the hand, after some time has elapsed, and it feels as limp as wet paper; but
immediately after casting the shell the muscles of the crustacean are hard and tense,
probably from being in a state of cramp or tetanus. Every part of the old shell down to
a microscopic hair has been reproduced in the new one, but in the latter the fringes
of stiff setre are as soft as silk, the strong ends of the claws, the rostrum, and every
spine of the body so soft as to easily bend beneath the finger. The large claws are
considerably distorted, as well as some of the other parts, being squeezed and drawn
out to an unnatural length. After getting' clear of the old shell the animal is not
inclined to activity. It soon orients itself, however, resting iu the usual way, and is
capable of moving about with some degree of agility by the flexure of the tail. Fisher­
men who have had lobsters shed in cars and traps have often been surprised by the
ease with which they sometimes slip through their fingers,

The length of the cast shell of this lobster was Itt inches. Shortly after the
molt the lobster was 12 inches long. On July 17, four days after molting, the length
was a little short of 122- inches. The increase in length was thus very nearly It inches.
The actual increase in size of the different parts of the body can be best appreciated
by comparisons of plates 45 a, and 45 b, which represent life-size drawings of a lobster
before and several hours after the molt. The measurements in this case were 52- and
62- inches, the increase in length being just 1 inch.

Reaumur remarked on the hardness of the 'flesh of the crayfish immediately after
exuviation, and, as Huxley says (103):

In the absence of the hard skeleton there is nothing to bring the contracted muscles at once back
into position, and it must be some time before the pressure of the internal fluids is so distributed as
to stretch them out.

Hyatt (104) said of the large claws of a molted lobster:

They were exceedingly hard and firm, and I have no doubt would have been extremely good
eating if we had dared to indulge in such extravagance. This is entirely contrary to the usual
accounts, but it agrees with IUy former observations on the common blue crab, of which I have seen
hundreds directly after molting, and they are always firm and delicious eating if taken at this time.
In fact, the watery aspect usually attributed to the newly molted crustacean did not appear until some
time after the lobster was placed in our live tank.

Very soon after molting the lobster is ready to take food, the body, owing' to the
absorption of water, plumps out to its natural shape, and the limit of increase in the
volume of the body is reached.
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The interesting observations of Hyatt on the molting- of a lobster were made at
Matinicus Island, Maine, July 21, 1880. The ecdysis was accomplished at 9.30 a. m.,
and the lobster lived forty hours, when the shell had become but little hardened, being
still papery and pliable. In twenty-four hours after shedding the claws had swelled
out and assumed a transparent, watery aspect. An under tint of green was observed
in the shell. The crowns and points of the spines and teeth of the large claws had
become whitened. 'The ratio of increase in bulk was found to be 1.211; the ratio of
increase in breadth, 1.192; the ratio of increase in length, 1.010. This lobster came
out of its shell without splitting the carapace, and the "tail" was the last part to be
set free.

Vitzou describes the molting of a lobster which he watched in the marine labora­
tory at Roscoff on the 21st of July. He speaks of the membrane between the carapace
as being early ruptured, and points to this as a sign that the animal is about to molt,
but this can not be a normal occurrence.

WITHDRAWAL OF 1'HE LARGE CLAWS.

The shell of the large claws is molted entire without a rupture in any part. This
means that the great mass of muscles which fills the terminal joints must undergo
distension and compression to an extraordinary degree. This will be better appre­
ciated by an examination of cuts 6 and 7, plate B. Cut 6 represents the cast shell of
the left cheliped of the lobster (No.7, table 24) which molted on July 13, and cut 7
cross-sections of the shell with their plotted areas, in the planes indicated in cut 6.
The flesh which fills the area Ia is drawn through the opening of the joint II (plotted
area shown in IIa), and later through III, the smallest part of the claw. The shell is
here distensible, however, owing to the absorption of lime from the upper surface, so
that probably in this part the area of the cross-section is increased until it equals that
of IIa. Finally the compressed and distorted limb is drawn through the quadrilateral
opening at the base IV (plotted area, IVa), as Salter says, much as a wire is drawn
through the contracting holes of a draw-plate. The latter is somewhat larger than
the opening of the subterminal joint II. The area of the section of the largest part
of the claw (I, Ia) is more than four times that of the opening IIa, throngh which all
the tissues of the claw must pass. The muscles appear to .be stretched out like a stick
of candy, but, apart from their elasticity, they are probably aided in accomplishing
this by the removal of water from the blood. The parts are very much distorted
immediately after they are free, and are quite pard, but they soon take up water and
assume their natural form, with a proportional increase in size.

The areas of absorption in the three basal joints of the limb are easily distin­
guished, though less plainly circumscribed, in the hard-shell lobster. The shell of the
basal joint becomes a slender ring, which is not broken, as has been inferred, but
remains intact, as Salter (174) has already observed.

In the crayfish, on the contrary, Reaumur (161) maintained that in molting the.
shell of the" second and third" joints (meaning, as shown by his figure, the meres and
carpus-fourth and fifth joints) opens by a longitudinal fissure on the outer side.

The two pieces are 80 perfectly adjusted to each other that they appear as one, but at the time
of the molt, when the crayfish subjects them to strain, these tubes gape apart and thus permit the
passage of the extremity of the limb.

After the molt the crack closes up and appears to be glued together again, as if
no rent had been made. This explanation of the withdrawal of the large claws is
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CUT 6.-Left cheliped of lobster seen from tho dorsal aide. Erom speolmcn which molted in uu aqunrhuu
Jllly 13, 1891, and which Is descr-ibod in Chapter III, pp. 83 to 85. See No.7, table 24. One-half 11111.·

ural s ize,
TIle Roman numerals I-IV correspond to tho planes of section tlluat.rnted in cut, 7; Arabic nuur­

orals 1~7 to segmcnte of limb. 'utb, n.ren of' ubeorptton. on upper surfuoe of third and fourth joiuta.
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CUT 7.-I-IV represent transverse seotious of cheliped shown in cut 6 in the plnnos indi­
outed by corresponding numoruls.Ll nu<lIV showing the natural openings at the proximal
ends of the alxth nnd first soguionta respect.ively. la-IVa; represent the areas of tlw
respeotlve sections expressed gl'llphically and IIII1IHlricallJ'. (The plotted nreas are
two-thirds nntural size; tho numerical expressions above them refer to actual arous.)
At mb, <l111.s (j nud 7 (Ill), the lime SllltH of the shell 1""'0 been nbsorbed, so that tho
cuticle is capable of distention, mul tho nrnn. of tho trunsvurse section is thereby
slightly inoronsed, '11]10 muscles and other t.issuoa which fill tho transverse section Ia
must be drawn through an opening tho size of ITa, then through 0110 but little larger
than lila (allowing for tho distention of the membrane), aud finally through the small
ring'. IV. IVa, nt tho ha~m of tho limb, sluee there is 110 rupture of auy of those parts.
Drawings t.wo-t.hirds natural size.
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repeated by Rymer Jones (106) and others. It is, without doubt, erroneous, but
possibly based originally upon an exceptional occurrence.

At the time of the casting of the shell the large claws must be practically free
from blood, since, as Vitzou has pointed out, if the claw were to be increased in size
it would be next to impossible for it to be withdrawn without rupture. The older
naturalists used to explain the withdrawal of the large claws by a wasting of the
tissues. The lobster was supposed to become sick and emaciated, which, of course,
was an error. The most significant .fact in this process is the displacement of the
liquids which normally belong to these appendages.

Couch (47), in his account of the exuviation of the common edible crab of Great
Britain, Cancer pagurus, maintains that the membranes in the areas of absorption at
the base of the chelipeds split along the edges and open like hinges, thus freeing
the limb from its constraint. This does not happen in the lobster, as Couch inferred,
and even if it did no benefit would arise, since there is the unbroken ring of the
coxopodite, through which the tissues must still pass. Spence Bate (10) thought that
the splitting of the walls of the cheliped, alluded to by Couch, might be to enable "the
animal to withdraw the great osseous tendon." It is difficult to understand what is
here meant. The great osseous tendons are never withdrawn at all (past the absorp­
tion areas at the base of the limb), but remain attached to the old shell, of which they
form a part.

THE OAS1.'·OFF SHELL.

At the time of the molt there is an intermediate membrane which makes its
appearance between the new and old shells. It is non-cellular, has a gelatinous appear­
ance, is very transparent, and may be found adherent to the old shell after the molt is
past. When examined microscopically it has tho appearance shown in fig. 177, pl. 44.
It bears the impress of a mosaic of cells, which can be none other than the cells of the
chitinogenous epithelium. Vitzou is thus ill error in supposing that this substance is
a secretion of the chitinogenous epithelium underlying' the new carapace, which it
traverses by endosmosis, It must be either the first secreted product of the new shell
or the innermost layer of the old shell modified by absorption.
/ In this cuticular membrane the parts which correspond to the cell boundaries (of
the chitiuogenoue epithelium) have the form of elevated ridges OIl the under side, and
in the ceuter of each polygonal area there is a slight thickening. Reaumur (162) had
in view a similar structure in the crayfish when he spoke of a glairy matter, "as
transparent as water, which separated the parts which the crayfish was soon to
cast oft' from the rest of the body, and which allowed these to glide smoothly over one
another."

There is normally no rupturing of the shell in any part in the course of the molt.
The entire exoskeleton, with the linings of the cesophagus, stomach, and intestine,
comes oft' as a whole,' and the animal leaves it by drawing the anterior parts of the
body backward, and the abdomen and its appendages forward, through an opening'
made by the elevation of the carapace. When the old carapace falls back into its

I The lining of the alimentary tract is of course ruptured, In small lobsters, at the fifth or sixth
molt, I have noticed that the break takes place not far behind the stomach-bag, and that while tho
linings of the masticatory stomach and cesophugua come out by way of the mouth, as in the adult, the
lining of the intestine is withdrawn from the anus,
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natural position one might, at the first glance, as Beaumur said of the crayfish, mis­
take the empty shell for another lobster.

In old lobsters, where the membranes are thick, a rupture of the carapace may
arise possibly from want of complete absorption of the lime, but this rarely happens,
and the lobster gains nothing from the complete dehiscence of the parts.

It has been stated so many times that it has come to be generally believed-the
result of the reiteration of error-that the carapace of the lobster is ruptured along
the middle line to assist ecdysis. A careful examination of the cast-off shell, which
would have settled in short order the disputes over this subject, is the very thing
which apparently has not occurred to anyone to make. When this is done, we find
that rupture of the shell is guarded against in the most ingenious way. The areas of
absorption of lime salts in the carapace, which we have only to consider in this
connection, are as follows: (1) The wide lateral margins of the branchiostegites,
including what ill life appears as a light-blue area, about three-eighths of an inch wide
in a lobster 10 inches long; (2) a narrow median stripe extending from near the apex
of the rostrum to the posterior margin of the carapace; (3) the endotergites (three
small teeth like projections from the under side of the carapace, on which muscles are
iuserted); (4) a linear area on each side of the rostrum; (5) two small round areas in
front of the endotergites-not always noticeable. The linear area (2) extending down
the back acts as a hinge, rupture in the rostral region being provided against by the
narrow absorption areas on each side of it (4), while the softening of the margins of
the carapace makes the lifting of this from the body an easy matter during the molt.
The result of such areas of absorption is plainly to prevent the rupture of the shell,
which, however, does accidentally occur from other causes. The softening of the en do­
tergites is also necessary to prevent injury to the soft tissues.

THE GASTROLITHS.

THE GASTROLITHS OF THE LOBSTER; THEIR Sl'RUC1'URE AND DEVELOPMENT.

The gastroliths, though often called crabs' eyes, are found only in the crayfish and
lobster, so far as is known. Discovered first in the river crayfishes, they early figured
in the old pharmaeopceia as oculi seu lapides camcrorum; and have excited the interest
of naturalists from early times. Owing, however, to their very transitory nature, they
have been generally overlooked in the lobster. A satisfactory explanation of the
function of the gastroliths has, in my opinion, never been given, and in the following
section I shall offer one which I think is in harmony with the facts.

The first reference to these bodies, which I have found, is by Geoffroy the younger,
in 1709 (74), who says, in his paper on the molting of the crayfish:

. Although I have spoken only of the stones whioh are found in the river orayflsh, there is, more­
over, a kind of orayflsh, called Astacue marinus, in French Homar, in which they also occur.

More particular reference was made to them in 1874 by Ohantran (41), and they
are mentioned for the first time in the American lobster by Wheildon in 1875 (202),
who says that "just before shedding a white substance, the size of a 5-cent coin, is found
on either side of the stomach. These bodies harden into limestone and are absorbed
in the process of forming the new shell," They are described by Vitzou (197) as an
inorganic reserve composed of small truncated rods, free or delicately bound together.
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If the shell of a lobster which is nearly ready to molt is carefully removed, there
will be seen two glistening snow-white masses, one on either side of the stomach
(fig. 184, pl. 44, and cut 9, pI. C). The shape and dimensions of the gastrolith are
shown in cut 8 a-c, pl. O. This particular one, from a lobster 11 inches in length (No.2,
table 24), was an inch long, three-quarters of an inch wide, and a quarter of an inch
thick. Its outer, convex side is applied to the sac in which it lies, while its concave
surface is separated from the cavity of the stomach by the old cuticular lining of this
organ (cut 9, pl. 0). When the stomach is raised the gastroliths almost break through
its delicate outer wall by their own weight. They lie between the old cuticular lining
of the stomach, which may be stripped off, and its delicate outer wall, next the body
cavity. The impression of the gaatrolithie plate is seen on the new cuticular lining
only (n. e.') If the sacs in which they are formed are cut open, each mass separates
into a large number-a thousand or more-of ossicles or columns. The majority of
these are slender, truncated prisms of irregular shapes, and 5 mm, or more long.
Each ossicle resembles a piece of milk-white glass, with transparent edges, and is
faintly marked with transverse and lougitudinal striations, like those seen in the
cuticle (fig. 165, plate 42).

On August 2, 1894, I examined a lobster which was very nearly ready to molt.
The old shell came off easily. The gastroliths were fully formed. We can detect upon
the new cuticular wall of tbe stomach the gastrolithic plate, from which the next
gastrolith will be formed. When the old cuticular lining of the stomach is removed
the new teeth appear of the same brown color and nearly of the same hardness as the
old. The supporting calcareous parts are, however, quite soft. (For analysis of these
gastroliths, see No. 3a of table, Appendix II.)

The gastrolith shown in its natural position in the sac (fig. 184, pl, 44) was from a
male lobster 7.5 iuches long. This is the smallest animal in which I have found these
structures, and it is possible that they are not developed until the lobster is several
years old, although I have 110t obtained enough material to establish the time of their
first appearance with definiteness. A female lobster 3H inches long', which was taken
in Small Point Harbor, Maine, by Mr. M. B. Spinney, was as soft as wet paper, and had
apparently just molted. Upon dissecting this animal I was surprised to find the
stomach stuffed full of fragments of calcareous matter, consisting chiefly of waterworn
pieces of the shells of dead mollusks, such as are commonly thrown upon a beach.
'I'he largest of these fragments was a quarter of an inch long'. Many of the shells
were softened or corroded and were easily broken by needles. There were, besides, a
considerable number of small mollusks, such as the young stages of Mytilus ed1tlis.
Some of these shells, when devoured, were undoubtedly alive. No trace of gastroliths
could be seen. The old cuticular skeleton of the stomach/had been discarded, and the
new "teeth" were but little hardened, save upon their brown, horny surfaces.

Another small lobster, a male, 4-1\!.0 inches long, taken at the same place and at
about the same time, had recently mol ted, probably within a few days. 'I'he shell was
very delicate and fragile. In this case, also, the stomach was loaded with fragments
of the dead shells of mollusks, crabs, and small lobsters. The hardest parts of the
shells of the latter seem to have been chosen, such as the stony mandibles, spines, and
teeth of the large claws. There was no fleshy substance which might serve as food in
this stomach. It is possible that these shells are swallowed hy the young lobster, after
each molt, to furnish lime for the hardeuiug of the cuticular skeleton. The absence of
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gastroliths may have no signiflcance in these cases, but in order to determine this
one should examine the stomachs of larger animals which have recently molted under
natural conditions.

The gastroliths, though a part of the cuticle, are not cast off during the molt, but
are retained in the stomach. When the old lining of this organ is withdrawn, the
gastroliths are soon set free, and breaking up into their constituent parts are speedily
dissolved.

In the lobster referred to above (No.2, table 24), which was preserved immediately
after the old shell was shed, the gaatroliths were still in place in the stomach, and
unchanged. (For chemical analysis of these, see table, Appendix II, No.4a.) Tbe
horny parts of the gastric ossicles agree closely wi I h those of the cast shell, having
the same light-brown color and approximately the same hardness. The supporting
calcareous parts are, however, quite soft. In every case which I have examined, the
old teeth are expelled from the stomach at the time of ecdysis, and not left with the
gastroliths, as Reaumur (161) said was true of the crayfish.

Experiments upon the crayfish have seemed to show that the gastroliths are
necessary for the hardening of the new shell, but this is undoubtedly an error.

The length of time required for the development of the gastroliths of the lobster
bas not been determined. It is probable, however, that the latter part of their devel­
opment is rapid, and that they are conspicuous objects for a few days only before the
shell is cast off.

A female lobster which was examined August 10, 1893, had a very hard, dull­
colored shell, which oue might infer wonld be shed before many weeks. In place of
the gastrolith there was a very thin gastrolithic plate in the lateral wall of the stomach
(fig. 183, pI. 44). A section through this plate (fig. 171, pl. 43) shows how the gastrolith
is developed. The cuticular epithelium is columnar, consistiug of very long, slender
cells. The thick excreted cuticular product is traversed by undulatory striations,
which mark off the columnar ossicles, the separation of which begins at the outer
surface.

The inner section of the gastrolithic plate (G P) appears much more homogeneous
than the outer portion, although the demarcation is not quite so sharp as appears in
the figure. The striations in the inner part are only conventionally represented. The
undulatory strire extend inward, and with the deposition of lime the ossicles are
developed and completely separated. When the gastroliths are fully formed (cut 9,
plate 0) the deciduous cuticle of the gastrolithic sac is differentiated into two parts,
the gastrolith (gg) and a thin outer layer (oc', cuts 9 and 10) corresponding to the
outermost part of the cuticle shown ill figure 171 and in continuity with the old lining
of the stomach (Old 0). The new cuticle of the stomach (New 0) is represented in
the gastrolithic sac by a thin stratified layer (ne l , cuts 9, 11), from which the next
gastrolith will be developed.

The condition of the gastrolith at this stage bears a resemblance to that which is
finally reached in the crayfish, where, according to Huxley (108):

It is a solid body which, in vertical section, is seen to be composed of thin superimposed layers,
the densest of which form the hard projections of the outer surface next the epithelial substratum.

The outer side of the gastrolith in the crayfish is roughened with irregular promi­
nences, so that it resembles a" brainstone " coral. When from any cause the stones
are not dissolved, they lose their normal blue or white color and become brown or green j

the shell remains soft and the animal, according to Chantran, SOOil dies. When the
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formation of the stones is arrested, as Ohantran had often observed in October and
November, the crayfish was unable to molt, and died.

Chantran (42) presented to the Academy of Sciences of Paris a paper, giving an
account of the natural concretions, called "cmyfishes' eyes," produced from the time
of birth in this crustacean up to the age of six years-that is, during 22 successive
molts. It was found that the stones are not absorbed at the moment they become free
in the stomach, but that they are gradually worn down by reciprocal rubbing and
contractions of the stomach. The plane faces of the stones are thus rubbed together
until they are gradually worn down, and at the tenth hour after ecdysis they are
reduced to pellicles of 1 to 2 mm. in diameter. The destruction of the concretions
may be complete at this time, or they may persist up to the eightieth hour.

According to Ohantran (41, 42), the number and succession of molts ill the Euro­
pean crayfish are as follows: First year, 8; second year, 5 or 6; third year, 3. After the
third year the males molt twice and the females once annually. He further believed
that every molt involved the formation of calcareous masses in the stomach, and that
these numbers consequently show how often the gastroliths have been formed and
used up. The time occupied in their formation increases with age, being 10 days the
first year, 15 days the second, 25 days the third, and 40 days in subsequent years.
The time which elapses after the molt before the stones are reabsorbed also varies
with the age of the individual, from 24 to 30 hours in the yonng, which have not
molted more than twice, to from 70 to 80 hours in adults.

HISTORY OF THE GASTROLITHS-THEIR PROBABLE FUNC'l'ION.

The gastroliths were the subject of much curious speculation among the older
naturalists-Gesner, Bellonins, and Agricola-who, according to Herbst, assigned
to them a position in the brain. Van Belmont, who first described their true position,
was not far from right in· thinking that they were formed by a milky secretion which
Was poured out between the old and Hew linings of the stomach. Geoffroy's observa­
tions (74), published in 1709, were the best made up to his time.

I have opened [Geoffroy says] vigorous crayfishes which had, entered upon the process of molting
and have found in the place of each stone a scale or white plate, which swims in the middle of a IlIllCUS,

and which was apparently the undeveloped condition of the stone. This stone and the glairy liquor
were enveloped in a small, membranous, and very delicate sac.

In crayfishes which have recently molted the stones are not in their usual places,
but lie in the stomach, joined together by their concave parts, No vestige of a stone
was found in the stomachs of crayfish in which the shell had hardened after molting.
Be concludes however that the stones play no part in the formation of the new shell,
although they appeared to serve as food after the molt.

Reaumur (16'2), besides repeating Geoffroy's observations, added much that was new
to the subject, and placed the general facts of the molting- of crustacea beyond the
doubts which had existed up to his time. By dissecting crayfishes which had molted
he found that the stones gradually dwindled and disappeared.. He says:

Is it not natural to suppose that those stones are dissolved, and that their substance is then
carried and laid down in the interstices of the fillers of which the skin is composed'

Roesel (168), in his beautiful Inseoten Belustigung, published in 1755, discusses at
SOme length the function of the gastroliths, coming to the conclusion that they are
useless material which is formed during the molt, to be afterwards expelled from the
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cesophagus, According- to Mayer, whom Roesel quotes with some reserve, it was the
custom of the inhabitants of Asiatic Tartary and Ukrania to collect crayfish at the
time of the year in which they were in the best condition and place them in large pits
in the ground. Here they were broken up and allowed to remain all winter, during
which time the evil odor kept everybody away. In the spring the owners would
return, wash out the remnants of the crayfish in water, and sift out the stones with a
sieve which they used for this purpose. It was formerly the custom also in Poland
and Russia, on the River Don, to collect crayfish in large quantities and allow them
to rot in the fields or in pits. The stones were afterwards carefully collected and sent
to market to be used as medicine.

Mr. Baker (7) communicated to the Royal Soeietyon February 25,1748, an inter­
esting letter on "crabs' eyes" from Dr. James Mounsey, a Russian physician. He
noticed the seal-shaped spots on the wall of the stomach, which mark the position of
the developing gastroliths, and conclnded that the latter helped to form the new shell,
which, he says, "does not greatly recommend the opinion that these stones have a
dissolving quality of service against the stone in the human kidneys and bladder."
"The price comes to a groat or sixpence a pound. All the apothecary shops through­
out the whole Russian Empire are furnished with them, and great quantities are
exported." Notwithstanding their cheapness, "fictitious bodies, made of chalk" and
" tobacco-pipe clay" were cast in molds and snbstituted for real" crabs' eyes." In
this case the counterfeit undoubtedly possessed all the virtues of the genuine article.

K. E. von Baer (6) thought that the gastroliths were salivary stones, developed
in the lumen of a salivary gland, an idea which was not destined to bear much fruit.
Some writers even pretended that they were cast out through a fissure in the walls of
the stomach and body. .

Van del' Hooven (1.95) seems to have been one of the first in the present century
to protest against the theory that the sole function of the gastroliths was to provide
lime for the new shell. In his Handbook of Zoology, a translation of which was
published in 1834, he says:

The part, however, which the crabs' eyes take in the secretion [of the hard shell] can not be
great when we compare their weight with that of the calcareous matter of the shell. During the
time that the shell is still increasing in hardness no new crabs' eyes are produced; but only after
the shell has attained its greatest hardness is calcareons matter again secreted on the walls of the
stomach, and new crabs' eyes again appear. Thus the production of crabs' eyes would seem to be
a vicarious secretion of such constituents of the blood as, if too abundant, would be injurious to the
organs, like the secretion of nrine for instance, but with this difference, that the calcareous matter is
not set at liberty shortly after its secretion, but remains accumulated for a long time in continuance.

Max Brann, in his work on the molting of the crayfish (22), concluded that the
gastroliths were cuticular products analogous to the integument, but paid no attention
to their function or growth.

Vitzou (1.97) says that shortly after the molt in the lobster the gastroliths are dis­
solved in the acids of the stomach and, entering the lymph, form an inorganic reserve
comparable to the phosphatic plaques which are found in the membranes of the foetus
in ruminants.

The problem of the gastroliths has recently been attacked by Irvine and W ood­
head (105) in one of their valuable communications on the secretion of carbonate of
lime in animals. They conclude that, if the gastroliths play any part at all, they must
be converted into phosphates and thus carried in the lymph. If the bracbyura have
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a lime reserve, it must be in the lymph, in the form of calcium phosphate, since they
have no gaatroliths. "We think," they say, "that this theory [of the gastroliths
contributing to the formation of the new shell] may be dismissed as of comparatively
little importance, since, even if the teeth and whole calcareous structure could be
absorbed by the animals, the amount of carbonate of lime at their disposal from this
source is so small (a very small fraction of the outer covering) that it could not account
for any considerable part of the new strncture. Consequently such an explanation
must be abandoned."!

These writers are undoubtedly right in attributing little importance to the gastro­
liths as a source of' lime for the new shell. Lime is usually at hand ill abundance in
the form of' the dead skeletons of mollusks and other animals, and, as we have seen
(see p. 89), young lobsters make free use of' it at the time of the molt. The fact that
the braehyura have no gastroliths should also possess some significance.

I have already shown that there are considerable areas in the shell where the lime
is completely absorbed preparatory to the molt. "That becomes of the lime thus
removed? So far as known, there is 110 means of eliminating it directly 'from the body,
and it is not likely that this amount of lime can be retained in the blood in addition to
that which the latter is constantly receiving from the food. It seems to me much more
probable that the gastroliths in the lobster represent the lime which has been removed
by absorption from the old shell preparatory to the molt, as well as, possibly, a small
amount which may have entered the blood from the food during the molting period.
The blood probably contains a maximum quantity of lime at this time, so that very
little can be absorbed from the food. Upon this hypothesis the absorption of the gas­
troliths is a purely secondary phenomenon and of comparatively little importance in
the vital economy. In the brachyura, where no gastroliths are developed, we should·
expect to find the absorption of lime from the shell to be relatively much less, Which,
so far as I can ascertain, is the case. It seems to be a fact also that the absorption of
lime from the old shell proceeds pari paseu. with the growth of the gastroliths.

Chantran observed (see p. 90) that when the formation of the stones was
arrested in the crayfish the animal died. This might be true of the lobster, and
Would not conflict with the theory proposed. When once formed, the question of the
subsequent absorption of the gastroliths is not of vital importance. Vitzou speaks
of a lobster which died six days after the molt; without absorption of the gastroliths
haVing occurred. It would, of course, be very illogical to conclude that the gastroliths
were necessarily in any way concerned with the death of this animal.

I In an interesting letter from Dr, Irvine, describing some of his recent experiments, he says in
reference to a former attempt to determine the proportionate quantities of carbonate of lime in the
exoskeleton; "But as these experiments were made with the common shore crabs, containing much
less carbonate of lime proportionately to a full grown animal, I have repeated the determination,
using a full-sized lobster which weighed 15,000 grains. On carefully separating the stomach, and
freeing it from merely fleshy appendages and drying it, I find it to weigh about 50 grains or TB1J of
the whole animal, while the gastroliths weighed only 20 grains or 'rtJr of the whole. I then carefully
drieel the outer calcnreous structure and found it to weigh 3,720 grains, the proportion between
the carbonate of lime in the gastroliths and in the outer structure being 20 grains to 3,720 gr ains
l'he CaC03 in the gastroliths thns stood in proportion to the CaC03 in the exoskeleton as 1 part in 186,
an amount too trifling to be of any practical service in providing calcareous matter for it."
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CHEMICAL ANALYSIS OF THE SHELL AND GASTROLITHS.

It seemed to me that a chemical analysis of the shell of the lobster in its differ.
ent conditions imposed by the molting habit might prove of interest, especially when
compared with the composition of the gastroliths, and I am fortunate in being able to
add as an appendix of this work the results of several analyses made by my friend,
Professor Albert W. Smith.

The most striking facts brought out by Professor Smith's work are, first, that lime
salts, carbonates and phosphates, form about half the constituents of the hard shell,
there being from three to five times as much carbonate as phosphate. We also find
that in the cast shell of the lobster, the brittleness of which we have already noticed,
the proportion of organic matter present is considerably less than under other condi­
tions. An absorption of organic matter thus takes place during the period in which
the new shell is formed, and this fact explains the fragility of the cast-off shell.

It is also interesting to notice that small quantities of alumina and silica are
normally present in both the shell and gastrolIth.

The composition of the gastroliths is very like that of the shell, a conclusion
which we would be led to draw from the fact that the gastrolith is but a specialized
part of the dead chitinous integument. The same substances are found in both, but
in different proportions. The gastroliths are far richer in lime, chiefly in the form of
carbonate (Oa003), than is the shell, and the amounts of magnesium carbonate
(Mg003), alumina (Alz03 ) , ferric oxide (FC203),and silica (Si02) are more or less reduced,

Lime estimated as carbonate (Oa003) constitutes about three-fourths of the
gastrolith, but less than two-fifths of the carapace, Lime reckoned as phosphate
(Oa3(P04)z) forms about 10 per cent of the gastrolith and but little less iu the case of
the shell; about 10 per cent of the gastrolith is water and organic matter, probably
mainly chitin, and the rest is made up of the various salts and oxides given in the table.
In the only molted shell analyzed abont 38 per cent was water and organic matter, while
in two hard-shell lobsters this percentage was considerably greater, 42.21 in one case
and 51.80 in the other.

The gastroliths of the crayfish were analyzed by Dulk (54) in 1834,J but apart from
this rough determination no later work has been done on this subject. .

He also analyzed the contents of the stomach of a crab newly molted, and found
a free volatile acid, probably hydrochloric, present, besides lime salts (53).

THE HARDENING OF THE NEW SHELL.

Since the total quantity of lime contained in the gastroliths is insignificant com­
pared with the amount necessary for bnilding up the hard crust, the rapidity with
which the Hew shell hardens depends, in some measure, upon the individual, and
particularly upon the quality of its food. We have seen that the adolescent lobster,
under 4 inches long, after molting swallows fragments of shells and other calcareous
materials, which are dissolved in the stomach and help in strengthening the new shell.
It is possible that older lobsters have the same habit.

I The results of Dulk's work were as follows:
Animal matter solubIe in water. _ , __ -- -- -- '. __ .. 11. 43}
Animal matter insoluble in water (probably chitin-Huxley) _.. _. __ _'" 4.33
Phosphate of lime. __ • __ __ ' '."' __ , _. '" _.... 18.60 98.93
Carbonate of lime , _ _ _. 63.16
Soda reckoned as carbonate _•.....••. . '. _ _ __ .. __ . 1. 41
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According to the researches 'of Irvine and Woodhead lime salts, in whatever con­
dition absorbed, are changed during digestion into acid phosphates, and in this state
are carried by the blood to the protoplasm of the chittnogeuous cells. The nascent
carbOll dioxide gas, which the active protoplasm of these cells throws off, IJrecipitates
calcium carbonate (OaOO:I) and calcium phosphate (Oa3(PO';)2). These salts are then
dialYzed into the dead chitinous matrix, where they are finally laid down. Lime is
deposited in an insoluble condition only in vitally inactive tissues. 'I'hey found that
crabs which began to shed late ill the season were retarded by the cold. Heat thus
seems to be a necessary factor in the assimilation of lime salts from seawater by these
animals. They also found tlHtt the crabs died in water con taining only sodiumchloride
(NaOI), but lived without molting in water containing NaOl and magnesium chloride
(l\lg0lz) ; they lived and molted in water Which contained NaOI, l\IgOlz, and calcium
chloride (Ca012), the latter in the amount equivalent to the lime in normal sea water.

A lobster which molted while under observation (No.7, table 24) was watched
particularly with reference to the hardening of the shell. One hour after the molt
the cnticle seemed to the touch of the finger to be perceptibly hardened, but this may
have been partially due to the turgescence of the tissues. Eighteen hours after shed­
(ling the cuticle had a leathery consistency, and the tubercles and spines had hardened
slightly. The shape of all the parts was perfectly normal. Four days after the molt,
wheu the animal died, the cuticle was still coriaceous, and but slight increase in the
stiffness of any parts had occurred.

A lobster which also molted ill confinement (No.6, table 24) was kept for a period
of twenty-five days. The carapace at the end of this time was easily compressible
between the thumb and finger. The large claws could be made to yield in the same
way, but not without using considerable force. It was in the state which the fisher­
men call "paper shell" or "rubber shell." If sent to market it would be classed as a
soft.shell lobster. It is possible, of course, that in this space of time a lobster under
natural conditions would have become harder. It is safe to conclude, However, that
from six to eight weeks are necessary, nuder ordinary conditions, to produce a shell
Which is aM hard as tbat cast oft·; and if the lobsters were destined for the market they
Would probably be in a still better condition in ten weeks or three months. Many
lObsters are caught and shipped to dealers a few weeks after they have molted, but
their meat is then soft and of inferior quality, as we have already remarked. According
to the opinion of a canner of lobsters in Maine, 7 pouuds of soft-shelled lobsters in
summer or fall will yield no more than 4 pounds in spring, when the flesh is more solid.

Reallmur says of the crayfish (162) that he has seen the uew sIJeH become as hard
as the old in 24 hours, but that it usually takes from two to three days. This observa­
tion is confirmed by Ohantrau (37), who says:

Twelve hours after the molt, the nippers are already hard enough to pinch sharply, and in 24
hours they are completely hardened, The sides of the back remain flexible for It much longer time,
but at the end of 48 hours they have attained a degree of consistency which is almost normal.

Vitzou remarks that the carapace of the crabs has perceptibly hardened after 24
hours, but is not completely hardened until after 72 to 80 hours.

It has been stated that the shell of the newly molted lobster becomes as hard as
formerly in the space of 24 hours. This and many similar conjectures which have
been made upon this subject are entirely erroneous, as proved by the statistics of the
fishery during the summer months. It is probable, however, that under exceptional
conditions this process is subject to much variation.
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THE RATE OF GROWTH.

The question often asked is, How long does it take an adult marketable lobster to
grow~ It is impossible to answer this with certainty, since complete data for solving
the problem have not been gathered. We can, however, give a tentative answer which
is probably not far from the truth.

In order to ascertain the average age of a lobster 101 inches long (weight, IJl
pounds), it would be necessary to know, first, the number of molts which the animal had
passed through, and, secondly, the time interval between each molt. The number
of molts can be approximately determined by means which I shall presently discuss.
The time interval can only be ascertained by keeping the animals alive for a period of
years and carefully recording their growth. Both factors are very variable quantities,
as I have already shown. The length of one yearling lobster which was raised from
the egg was only 36 mm., while three other lobsters measured from 35 mm, to 51.8 mm.,
when not over five months old. Lobsters which live in harbors where they find abuu­
dant food undoubtedly grow much faster than those farther from shore. It would
hardly be expected, moreover, that lobsters kept under artificial conditions would
grow as rapidly as when free in the ocean.'

In table 24 I have recorded the molts of eight lobsters varying from 51 to 111
inches in length. The actual iucrease in length varied from ;L inch to li inches, and
the increase percentage (that is, the ratio which the increase bears to the total length
before molting) from 6.66 to 18.18. The average percentage of increase in all these
cases is 12.01.

TABLE 24.-Inm·eaBe in the length of lobsters at the time of molting.

Remarks.

9.68
16.66
6.66

13.13

1211

Date.

2 Oct. 29, 1800 Male....

1 Oct. 22,1890 Carapace of molted shell unbroken ;
preserved a few days after molt­
mg , gastrohths gone; stomach
filled with pieces of flsh, which
bad been red to it; carapace
leathery. Plates 45a and 45b.

9. 09 Carapace unbroken; preserved irn-
mediately after molting; gastro­
Iitha in their Bat'S in the walls I

I

of masticatory stomach. Seecnt8,
plate C. For chemical analysis of
~astroliths, see Appendix II,
No. 4a of table.

3 Nov. 6,1890, ... do .... 71 8! Carjj.ace unbroken,
4 Nov, 10,1890!.......... 9 10~ o.
5 Nov. 11.1890: 7~ 8 Do.
6 June 8,1891! do.... 91. 10~ Carapace unbroken; tneasured J'uly

, I 2. See table 28.
7 July 13, 1891 'I't" .do .... 111 12! I 11 11.11 ICarapace unbroken. measured July

17. See account of molting of this
lobster, )p' 83-85; also plate B.

8 1 1 6! 71 i 11.54 i Recorded y Packard (147).

Average · .. i· .. ··· .. ·· ·..· 1··..·.. ·.. 12.01 I
___ . --- .'-0_'- ~__ -.------- _

Nt).
:,. Length ' L~ugth ,IucreaBc' Increase

Sex. Ihefore the a!terthe I il1lcngth.1 percent.
molt. molt. I - i

---1-----1-----1 Inches. Inches. Inchcs. ,----1---------.,-----1
Female . 5~ 6~ 1 18. 18

1 The best way to ascertain the growth of the lobster would be to fence in securely with wire
netting a convenient area in a lobster pound, place a few lobsters in the inclosure, and feed them reg­
ularly. They should be examined every week and carefully measured. They could be distingnished
by branding the tnil-fan. By selecting lobsters of different sizes (3, 5, 8, 10 inches long), the rate of
growth at different periods of life could be gradually determined.
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The increase per cent in the growth of larvas is recorded in table 34. Sixty-six
lllolts belonging to more than half as many individuals are tabulated. The average
increase per cent in length in stages 2 to 10 varied from 11 to 15.84. The average for
stages is 13.67; for individuals, 13.89. These facts seem to warrant the conclnsion
that the increase percentage in the young is very similar to that of the adult, a result
of considerable interest. The average length of the young lobster during its first ten
molts is given in the following table. The data are taken partly from table 34:

'l'ABLlt 25.-Aetual length of lobstere dnring the first ten tllOlt8.

N umber of molt or Htagn. Average
lougth.

Extrernos in·--"-I-Nllnlbe;~fl
length. e~~~~~~8d.

-----"---

1. ..
2 ..
3 .
4 .
5 ..
6 ..
7 ..
8 ..
0 ..

10·· ·· ·· ·· ··1

mm.
7.84
0.20

11.1
12.6
14.2
16.1
18.6
21. 03
24.5
28.03

mm.
7.50to 8.03
8.3 10.2

10 12
11 14
13.4 15
15 17
18 19.5
19.75 22
24 25
26.6 29.5

15
47
79
64
15
12
4
5
2
3

The rate of growth expressed by the average of lengths in the second column
of table 25 implies an increase per cent of about 15.3 instead of 13.67 (the average
increase in stages recorded in table 34). Assuming the average length of the first
larva to be 7.84 (the average of 15 individuals, table 25), and allowing the increase in.
length at each molt to be 15.3 per cent of the length before molting, we would have
the fOllowing series of lengths attained during the first thirty stages.

'l'AllLE 2/j.-H8tilllated length of lob8ter8 dUt'ing the first thit·tv 'molt8.
----_._---;:-~_.--~----~---_._-_.--_._---

Stage. Length. Stage. Length. Stage. [Leugth.i

• 1WTn.

1.. 7.84
2........... 9.04
3........... 10.42
4........... 12.02
5........... 13.86
6........... 15.98
7........... 18.42
8........... 21. 24
9........... 24.49

lO~ ...... e... 28.23

11 ..
12 ..
13 .
14 ..
15 .
16 ..
17 ..
18 ..
19 ..
20 ..

u/,m.
32.55
37.54
43.28
49.90
57.,53
1l1l.34
70.49
88.19

101. 68
117.24

II m'nb•

21 '1' 1:15.17
22.... 155.86
23 , 179.70
~4 , 207.20
25 ,12:18. 90
20 ;'275.45
27 ! 317.59
~8 ! 301l.16
29 1422. 21
30 "486.81

i

J 9.5 inches. ~ 11 inches. :110.1 inches.

According to this estimate a lobster 2 inches long has molted 14 times; a lobster
5. inches in length, from 20 to 21 times; an adult from 10 to 11 inches long, 25 to 26
ttmes, and a 19-inch lobster 30 times. These estimates do not, I believe, go very
far astray. We see them practically verified up to the tenth molt by comparing the
figures given above with those in the second column of table 25.

The time interval between successive molts is the next point to consider. The
Yearling lobster undoubtedly varies greatly in size. A young female lobster already
mentioned reached the length of 51.8 mm. by December 10, or when from five to six
months old (No, 19, table 33). Ou the 28th of January 16 small lobsters, measuring
from 39 to 83.7 mm, in length, were driven ashore at Woods Hole during a storm. It is

]'. C. B. 1895-7
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certain that some and possibly all were hatched in the preceding summer. Allowing
the lobster (No. 19, table 33) whose length was 51.8 mm. long on the 10th of December
to have molted, in case it had lived, three times before the following Jnne, and this is
well within the bounds of probability, it would then have attained a length of a little
over 3 inches. During the first year the young lobster probably molts from 14 to 17
times and attains a length of from 2 to 3 inches, but it is likely that the length reached
often exceeds these limits.

Of the young lobsters recorded iu table 32 a few may be the young of the year
(Nos. 1-4), that is hatched in the previous June, but the m~jorjtyare probably from
one to two years old. It is further possible that some of these were hatched at other
times of the year than June.

Brook appears to be the only one who has given a trustworthy account! of the
successive molts of individual lobsters. He succeeded in keeping a lobster (female,
length 6U inches) alive in an aquarium 506 days, from July 1,1883, until November
19,1884, during which time the animal molted four times (on July 1 and December
25, 1883, July 25 and November 19,1884) and increased in length 2-l-a inches. During
the first year of its captivity it molted twice, in summer and early winter; again it
molted in summer and late fall. The lengths at successive stages were as follows:
(iU, 7/-6-, 8,8ft, 9-1.l!a inches.

In another captive lobster (a male, length 7-la inches) four molts were also passed,
one in the spring and fall of two successive years (May 19, September 20, May 13,
October 13). The lengths at successive stages were as follows: 7-h, 7H, 8U, 9&-, 9H
inches. There was an increase here in length of 2-ll.li inches in 414 days.

'I'hese experiments are instructive in showing that in the unfavorable conditions
of life in an aquarium a lobster from 6 to 7 inches long will make a gain in length of
2~ inches in 14 to 17 months. It is therefore extremely likely that in nature a 6-inch
lobster will often attain the length of from lJ to 10 inches in two years.

How long a time is the 3-inch yearling lobster growing to become Ii inches in
length ~ Reference to the series of molts given in table 21i, dednced from study of
the young, leads us to expect five molts (Nos. 18 to 22) between the 3 and 6 inch stages.
It is certain that these do not embrace more than two years, and it is probable that
they reqnire somewhat less. We may therefore conclude that a 10-inch lobster is
between four and a half and five years old, the higher degree of probability favoring
the smaller number." The reader is reminded that this is only an estimate, based, it is
true, upon rather slender data, but upon the only facts which we possess. In future
years some experiments will be made by which this result can be tested.

1 Buckland (29) says that" according to some careful observations made at the marine labora­
tory, Conoamoau, it appears that the first year the lobster sheds his shell six: times, the second year
six times, the third year four times, and the fourth year three times." If this were amended so as to
read careless instead of "careful" observations, no complaint could be made. We have seen that
the American lobster molts teu times in the space of three or four months, aud it is not probable that
the record is very different for the English species. No crustacean is known in which the molts are as
numerous during the second year of its life as during the first. A table is also given by Buckland
showing the rate of growth during successive molts, but it seems to be based upon error. At the eighth
molt the lobster is said to be 2 inches long, whereas the American lobster is less than 1 inch in length
at the eighth molt (21 rnm., see table 25), and there is no reason to believe that the European species
is more than twice as large as its near ally at this stage.

'Coste maintained that the European lobster was about 5 years old (length 24 om.) before
becoming sexually mature, and this supposition, though' unsupported at the time by any detailed
facts, seems to be very near the truth. (See 61, P: 285.)
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Vitzou records the following' observations (197) upon the increase in size and
weight of molting lobsters, In a lobster which was measured immediately before and
after the molt it was found that the carapace had gained 11 mm. in length and the
abdomen 8 mm, The last joint of the right claw was smaller by 3 mm., which is
explained, first, by the thickness of the chitinous layer in this joint, and, secondly, by
the almost complete absence of blood in the claw at this time. This is a forced con­
dition, since if the last joint of the claw were increased in size it wonld be next to
impossible for it to be withdrawn (see pp. 86-87). The same lobster 17 hours after the
molt showed no increase in size of carapace or abdomen, but the claws had gained from
12 to 15 mm, in length. No increase in any of these parts was noticed on the third to
the sixth days following the molt, but there was a gain in weight.

TABU] 27.

Immodiatoly after molt ..
Th!! day fol!owin~molt .
Thullllay following molt......... . .
Fourth day following molt '" .
Fifth and sixth days following molt - .

~--~--I wO~~ht·1 ~,~roaso:

Grann«, Grams.
suo I
GIO r- .. ioo· ..·
GlD 0
642 23
G42 0

The following measurements show the increase in various parts of the body after
the molt. They refer to lobster No.6, table 24 (compare plates 45a and 45b) :

'l'ABLIC 28.

1

Increase. I
-------1

Inch... I

1.22 I'.70
.13

1.50
.50
.35
.28

1. 00
- .06

.53

.09

Inches.
10.50
5.03
2.33
5.62
2.56
2.25
1.00
5.53
1.47
3.06
.65

]'h'odays
aftormolt.

Inch...
9.28
4.38
2.2
4.12
2.06
1. 90
.72

4.53
1.53
2.53

.56

i Boforo
, molt.Measurementa.

Length 1

Longth of carnpaco _ _ i
Greatost width of carapace j
Length of cruehing-ohelu (propodus) .
Width of crushing-chela at buse of daotyl..,
Lo!,gth of dactyl.. '" ;
'V,llth of dactyl a.t base " " "
Le!'gth of Bmall cutting·chela (right) ','
Wufth of small cuttdng-chola.. _.. _ -....•
r,ll!'gth ofdactyl.. · .. 1

W,dthof dactyl. "I
-'------'-----'------



Chapter IV.-DEFENSIVE MUTILATION AND REGENERATION OF LOST PARTS.

AUTOTOMY IN THE YOUNG AND ADULT.

It is well known that among the invertebrates the crustacea possess, in a
remarkable degree, the power of reproducing parts of their bodies which have been
lost. This is most pronounced in those Decapods, such as the crab and lobster, which
practice defensive mutilation or autotomy. Thus, if one catches a land crab and holds
it by the carapace it brandishes its clielipeds in its vain attempts to get free, but once
seize it by the claws, the crab immediately scuttles off, leaving you in possession of
its only effectual weapons. The leg is broken off at a definite place near its base;
there is very little bleeding from the old stump, and a new limb soon sprouts and
grows again. This power of thus detaching a limb at the right time is a valuable
means of defense; which, as Pere Du Tertre remarked, would be very useful for pick­
pockets. The lobster has the power of casting off its legs, but those which carry the
" nippers" are the most commonly sacrificed.

The limb (cut 6, plate B) consists of seven joints, two basal ones-coxopodite (1)
and basipodite (2)-and five succeeding joints, the last two of which form the claw
(6 and 7,cut 6). In autotomy the five terminal joints are always cast off; that is, frac­
ture takes place between the second and third segments. In the large chelipeds of the
lobster the second and third joints-basipodite (2) and isehiopodite (3)-are fused
together. This is the case in all the pereiopods of the crab. There is a distinct groove
which marks the union of the two fused joints, and it is always in this groove that
disjunction occurs (x, cut 13, plate D). This fact was noticed by Reaumur (161) at the
beginning of the last century, but he did not offer an explanation. He noticed that it
was not at the functional articulation that the limb was broken, and that the shell of
the "second joint" (second and third, cut 13) was "composed of several different
pieces. The evidence of this was found in the presence of·two and sometimes three
sutures, which occur in this part. It is in the middle suture, moreover, that the leg
is broken." He noticed also that the leg could be broken off by exerting very little
force. The interesting fact did not escape his attention that if you cut off the leg at
or near the terminal joint you will find after a time that the mutilated limb is always
thrown off at the suture between the second and third joints.

Fredericq (71) has published several papers on the defensive mutilation of the
crab, and has given a physiological explanation of this phenomenon. I will now add
a brief abstract of some of his experiments, which were performed chiefly upon the
common green crab, Carcinus mamas.

The breaking off of a leg, which so often happens when we handle these animals,
is not due to their fragility, for experiment proves that the limbs of a dead crab are very
resistant and that they will support a weight of 3rr to 5 kilograms (7.7 to 11 pounds),
which represents about one hundred times the weight of the entire body of the animal.
If one breaks off a leg of a dead crab, it separates either between the cephalotborax
and first joint, or between the first and second joints, and a mass of muscle" is usually
drawn out of the body with it. The fracture of the leg of a living crab occurs, as we

lOQ
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CU'l' 12.-First left pereiopod of adult lobster, seen from iu
frout, showing anterior border at base of limh. Two­
thirds natura] size.

a, b, constrictions in cuticle of third Joint. c.obltque
liuear impression upon upper- surface of' aeoond joint.
x, plane of fracture. I-f1, segiuenta of limb.

CU'!' 13.-Basul por-tion of first left pereiopod of adult lobster from undor aide. 'I'wo­
thirds natural size.

a, V, grooves on surfaoe of third joint externnl to ro. Br, podobranchin. w. plnue
of fracturo. V, spur of second joint. l-(i, segments of uppeuduge.

CU']' 14.-SeCOlullef't pereiopod of fomule, 10 inches long', seen from under side.

'I'wo-thirds natural side.
a, eonstrtction upon second joint tmmodiutoly in front of x. Bl\ podobran­

chiao x, nrr.ieulatlon botweon second und third joints, oorresponding to plano
of fracture ill cuts 12 aud ra. YI spur 011 second joint.

--})1" --~----
awn by b. H. He/Tick.

PLATE D.
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have seen in the large cheliped of the lobster, in a definite plane. It involves only the
nerves and blood vessels of the soft tissues, and is provoked by a vigorous muscular
contraction, which occurs whenever the nerve of the leg is stimulated violently, whether
by a mechanical stimulus, as by snipping off the terminal joints, or by electricity, heat,
or chemical action. The nervous mechanism is reflex, and thus beyond the control of
the animal. Autotomy occurs when the whole of the dorsal and cephalic regions of
the body, including the supra-oesophageal ganglion or' brain, is removed. The reflex
nerve center is found to lie in the thoracic ganglionic mass of the crab, or ventral nerve­
chain of the Maerura,

The second compound joint is moved by two muscles, a flexor and an extensor,
of which the last only is essential to autotomy. Fracture of the limb was produced so
long as the extensor muscle and its tendon were unimpaired, but when these were
sectioned autotomy was suppressed.

The mechanism of the crustacean limb has been explained by Milne Edwards
(58, vol. 1, p. 152). The leg consists, as we have already seen in Decapods, of seven
joints, each of which is a level' of the third order. Any two joints are articulated like
a hinge, touching at only two points, and are capable of simple extension and flexion
only. The whole limb, however, is capable of executing complicated movements, since
the axes of articulation of the several segments are not parallel, but nearly at right
angles to each other. Each segment possseses two or more cuticular tendons at its
proximal extremity, upon which its flexor and extensor muscles are inserted, the fibers
of the latter being fixed upon the inner surface of the next proximal joint.

Fredericq has shown that the distal extremity of the second joint, or basipodite, is
separated from the third joint, or ischiopodite, by a diaphragm, perforated near its
center only, for the passage of the nerves and blood vessels; and Andrews (3) has
pointed ont that" in the spider crab, Libinia canaliculata, there extends from the plane
of rupture" a distinct membranous fold, "from the epidermis to the central nerve and
blood vessels." With the rupture of the limb the outer half of the membrane is torn
away, leaving a clean stump. 'I'his double membrane possibly represents, as Andrews
suggests, the invagination of the body wall, like that seen at an ordinary movable

joint. This membrane has thus experienced a complete change of function, and has
become modified so as to prevent excessive hemorrhage.

In order that autotomy may occur it is necessary that the peripheral portion of
the limb should offer a greater resistance than the traction of the extensor muscle is
able to overcome, allowing the traction of the muscle to be equivalent to a weight of
250 grams. Ordinarily the sides of the carapace, the hard parts of an adjoining leg
or the clutch of an enemy afford the necessary resistance.

Ifthe compound-second and third-joint of the cheliped of the lobsterbeexamined
a fine hair line is seen leading from the small spur next to the articular facet on the
under side, round the anterior border to the upper side of the joint. It then bends
forward and abruptly backward, crossing the small proximal end of thejoiut, to near its
pointof departure (x, cuts12,13, plate D). There are incomplete grooves in front of this
line (cut 12, a, b,) and a more obliqne one behind it (cut 12, e). On the upper side of
the second joint of the small walking legs of the lobster a delicate hair line is also seen,
which turns abruptly forward at the anterior border of the appendage and joins the
arthrodial membrane. This groove looks as if it might mark the plane of rupture in
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a part of the joint, but it does not correspond to the intersegmental groove (cuts
13,14, x) of the cheliped.

I have never observed the casting of a claw at any time before the fourth larval
stage. Autotomy seems to be occasionally practiced at this period, and in the fifth
and following stages it is common. This is illustrated by the history of larva No.
23, table 34. When this lobster in the fourth stage was placed under observation, .July
25, it was 13 mm. long and had lost both its large ehelipeds and its right fifth and left
fourth pereiopods. When, fifteen days later, August 9, it molted to the fifth stage
(length, 15 mm.), the large left cheliped (figs. 92,96, plate 33) and the fourth and fifth
walking legs were regenerated; the right cheliped appeared as a rudimentary stump.
Eight days later, August 21, it had molted to the sixth stage (17 mm, long), when its
large right cheliped appeared regenerated. Tile animal was placed in a flat glass dish,
and in disturbing it, upon changing the water, it shot off its large left cheliped again
and died two days after.

In the first larva there is a free articulation between tile second and third joints of
the great ehelipeds (fig. 66, plate 30), and there is no true fusion of the segments until
after the fifth stage. In the fourth stage the articulation is distinct, as represented
in cut 15. 'I'his not only shows that the plane of rupture in the large ehelipeds

I ,',

; 2 y
x

CUT 15.-Part of jir&tcheliped of fourth larva, showing the base oj the limb and diBtinct articulation
between the Becond and third jointB.

a-a', plane of section shown in lig. 169, plate 43; br, podobrunchia , x. articulation between second and third joints,
corresponding to planc of fracture in adult appendage; y, articular process ill second joint; 1-4, segments of Ilmb, Drawn
from molted shell.

corresponds to what was formerly a free artdeulation, but also that this autotomy is a
eomparatively recent acquisition. It may have been acquired independently in the
Macrura and Brachyura. Autotomy of a pronounced character occurs only in limbs
where fusion of two neighboring joints has been effected, and was probably produced
as a result of natural selection while the fusion was taking place.

The habit of "casting a claw" being of a purely reflex character, and therefore not
subject to the will of the animal, there is needed only the proper stimulus to call it into
play. Unintentional experiments in autotomy have oflien been made by tethering a
lobster or crab by its large claws. The animal, of course, escapes, leaving only its
members behind. When lobsters are drawn out of the water by the claws, or when a
claw is pinched by another lobster, or while they are handled in packing, especially
for the winter market, they often "cast a claw;" and the transportation of lobsters
at this season is said to be attended with considerable loss in consequence. The old
custom of plugging lobsters, which consisted in driving a wooden wedge between the
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joints of the claws, to prevent them from injuring each other, has been generally
abandoned. Mutilated lobsters are now often placed in pounds, where they are
allowed to repair their injuries.

One has only to examine a lot of freshly captured lobsters to be assured of how
common the practice of casting the claw is. "Out of a hundred specimens," says
Rathbun (155), "collected for natural-history purposes in Narragansett Bay in 1880,
fully 25 per cent had lost a claw each, and a few both claws." In a total of 725 lobsters
captured at Woods Hole in December and January, 1893-94,54 or 7 per cent had
thrown off one or both claws.

It is often stated that lobsters sometimes cast their claws during thunder storms,
but until some proof of the truth of this statement is afforded it must be regarded as
a table. One of the earliest versions of this idea which I have seen is that of Travis
(1.91), who wrote to Pennant in 1777 that-

Lobsters fear thunder, and are apt to cast their claws on a great clap. I am told they will do
the same on firing n great gun, and that when men-of-war meet a lobster boat a jocular threat is
used, that if the master does not sell them good lobsters t.hey will salute him.

Since autotomy is the result of a reflex nervous impulse, and has been acquired
by the animal as a means of defense, we should expect to find that the reflex center
would always be aroused into activity by stimuli eommg through the nerves of the
limb, as is always the case in experiment, and not through a higher center like the
brain. When an animal is frightened by loud noises it is impelled to flee, and it would
manifestly be of no advantage to the animal to immediately drop its legs.

REGENERATION OF APPENDAGES.

The regeneration of lost limbs in crustacea has been studied by Reaumur (161)
Goodsir (80), Ohantran (38,40), and Brook (26).

Reaumur's general account of the process in the crayfish is one of the best which
has been written. He quotes Dn Tertre (55), who had "lIlade similar observations
on the crabs of Guadeloupe, of which he has given a very curious history." Beaumur
began his experiments on the seacoast, but the sea broke and carried away his boxes
or filled them with sand. He then experimented with crayfishes with more success.
Be says:

I took several of them, from which I broke oft' a leg; placed them in one of the covered boats
Which the fishermen call "Boutiques," in which they keep fish alive.. As I did not allow them uuy
food, I had reason to suppose that a reproduction would occur in them like that which I had attempted
to prOVe. My expectation was not in vain. At the end of Borne months I saw, and this without
Bllrprise, since I had expected it-I saw, I say, new legs, which took the place oftbe old ones, which I
had removed; except in size they were exactly like them; they hall the same form in all their parts,
the same joints, the same movements. A kind of regeneration like this hardly less excites our envy
than our imagination; if, in the place of a lost leg or arm, another would grow out again, one would
1e more Willing to adopt the profession of the soldier.

He noticed that the time necessary for the production of new legs was indetermi­
nate, depending upon a variety of conditions:

These limbs arise and grow more or Iess rapidly like plants, according as the season is more or
less favorable; the warmer days are those which hasten the more their formation and growth.

Sometimes new legs sprout out in three weeks; sometimes not until after six, and
When the legs are broken oft' in winter they do not grow again until summer.



104 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED ~TA'fES FISH COMMISSION.

Reaumur cut off the" tails" of crayfishes in various places, but there was never
any reproduction of these parts, and the animals invariably died after a few days. It
sometimes happens that a lobster loses a part of its "tail," and the accident probably
results fatally in most cases, but not always, according to the statement of Mr. Thomas
Barton, who is employed at the lobster pound at Vinal Haven, Maine. He says that
in the winter of 1892-93 he caught several lobsters wi th the tail-fan and the last one
or two joints of the" tail" gone, apparently bitten off. There was a scar where the
wound had healed, but no sign of a regenerated tail.

Ohautran (38) says of the crayfish that the antennas are regenerated in the period
between two successive molts, while three molts are required to restore the other
appendages. Iu the first year of life, seventy days, according to this observer, are
necessary for the generation of new limbs. The adult female requires 3 to 4 years,
the male 12 to 2 years to repair its limbs, and we are told that the adult male molts
twice and the female but once in the year.

Chantran has also some interesting' notes on the regeneration of the.eyes in the
crayfish (40). This process takes place more or less normally and rapidly according
to the age of the animal. When the eyes are cut off in October, at the end of the
season of molting, there is no new growth apparent until the following May. At that
time a series of molts is begun, and by July, nine months after excision, the eyes are
regenerated. If the eyes are operated on in the molting season, the regenerative
processes are disturbed. In his experiments about one-half of the optic peduncle
was cut away; with total excision of the peduncle the eye was never regenerated.

Goodsir (80) explains the production of new limbs from the basipodite in the
following way:

A small glaudularIike body exists at this spot in each of the limbs, which supplies the germs of
future legs. This body completely fills up the cavity of the shell for the extent of about half an inch
in length, The microscopic structure of this glandular-like body is very peculiar, consisting of a
great uumber of large nucleated cells, which are interspersed throughout a flbro-gelutlnous mass. A
single branch of each of the great vessels, accompanied by a branch of nerve, runs through a small
foramen near the center of this body, hut there is no vestige either of muscle or tendon, the attach­
ments of which are at each extremity. In fact, this hody it! perfectly defined and can be turned out
of the shell without heing much injured. When the limb is thrown oft' the blood vessels and nerve
retract, thus leaving a small cavity in the new-made surface. (See the account given by Fredericq.]
It is from thit! cavity that the germ of the future leg springs, and it is first seen as a nucleated cell.

These statements, some of which-as the existence of a glandular body and the
origin of the limb from a nucleated cell-are entirely erroneous, will be discussed
hereafter (see pp. 107, 108).

REGENERA.'l'ION OF LARGE CHELIPEDS.

The regeneration of the large chelipeds in the fourth and fifth larval stages is
essentially the same as in the adults. The external changes are illustrated by figs.
176, 182, and may be described as follows: At the moment the limb is broken oft' blood
immediately oozes out and coagulates, forming a dense crust over the stump. In a
short time a small white papilla which represents the rudiment of the new limb appears
in the midst of the brown, hardened clot, fig. 176, plate 44. This papilla continues to
grow, independently of the molting process, though covered with a cuticular mem­
brane, until a miniature appendage is formed. The papilla lengthens, and gradually
the constrictions which mark the future joints of the Dew limb make their appear­
ance. At first colorless, the new appendage becomes bright, transparent red, with
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bluish pigment at the constrictions of the joints (fig. 182). In this stage the limb is
Surrounded by a thickening cuticle and soon ceases to increase until after the next
molt. It may, according to Brook, attain a length in young lobsters of Ii to 1~ inches.
If autotomy occurs just after a molt, the appendage will reach a much greater size
than if it happens a short time before. When the molt finally takes place the new
stump becomes very much larger and now resembles the normal appendage in all
respects except size. With each succeeding molt the normal size is gradually
attained. .

Two stages in the regeneration of the large cheliped of the Iarva already referred
to (No. 2a, table 34) are illustrated in figs. 92, 96. After a period of 15 days, during
which time two molts had occurred, this limb had become completely regenerated. It
Was reproduced iu 12 days after the emergence of the papillary bud.

A larva in the fifth stage, length 15 mm., was placed under observation July 28,
when the first right cheliped was clipped oft'. On August 12, 15 days after the injury,
the animal molted and the cheliped appeared restored. The lobster was now 17 mm.
long. The length of the sixth joint.-propodus-of tlns rudiment at the time of the
molt was 2 mm., while the length of the same joint of the limb after ecdysis was
4~ mm., and the length of the corresponding joint of the unimpaired limb was 5 111m.
In this case the new limb had been developed during a single molting' period to nearly
its normal size.

A similar result was obtained in the following experiment: A. fifth larva, length
15 millimeters, was placed under observation on July 28, and the first right cheliped
was clipped. The right antennary flagellum had been previously cropped close to the
stalk, from which a new bud was growing; 6 days later, on August 3, the sprouting
alltennary flagellum was coiled, and a very small bud represented the right cheliped.
August 12,15 days after the first observation, the tlagellum of the second antenna on
the right side was nearly normal in appearance and size. The rudiment of the right
cheliped was segmented, and about 3 nun. long. This larva molted 011 or neal' August
15, or 18 days after mutilation, to the sixth stage, when it attained the length of 18 mill.
The right cheliped was regenerated, but, as in the other case, it was somewhat smaller
than the other. The measurements are as follows:

Regenerated right Jirst eheliped : Length of propodus, 5 mm.] greutest width, 1.3 mm,
UnimlJairf\<1 left first cheliped: Length of propodns, 6 mm.; greatest width, 1.5 mm.

On the one hand, the large cheliped of the young lobster may be regenerated in
from 15 to 18 days, and after a single ecdysis, and on the other it may require a
lllonth's time, during which the animal has molted twice.

The time required for the renewal of a limb thus depends upon the time at which
an injury Occurs with reference to the molt, and also upon the physiological condition
of the animal. If the tips of the large chelipeds fire dipped off, autotomy does not
~lways or usually occur, and the limb is completely repaired after one molt. If the
I1111b is injured below the sixth joint (propodus or large joint of claw in cheliped), it is
Usually cast oft' at the plane of fracture.

REGENERATION OF AN'l'ENNJE AND OTHEl~ Al)PENDAGES.

'1'he anteunrs are very liable to injury, particularly the delicate, sensitive flagella.
Autotomy does not occur in these appendages, so far as is known, but regeneration
lIlay take place at any articulation in the flagellum or stalk.
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In the yonng the flagellum of the second antenna may be completely restored
without a molt taking place; in the adult one molt at least appears to be necessary
for complete restoration. In the fifth stage already mentioned, the antennary flagellum
was restored in about fifteen days. The flagellum appears first as a papilla or bud,
which becomes sickle- shaped and finally coiled (figs. 100, 179).

Fig. 100 is from the molted shell of a lobster 18 mm. long (No. 34, table 34). It lost
its right antennary flagellum in molting, July 25, and molted again in two weeks' time.
The drawing shows the condition which the regenerating appendage had reached in
the interval between the molts. After the last molt it was completely restored. This
figure illustrates the stage which the appendage usually reaches before its complete
renewal with the next molt. The flagellum then resembles a small, spirally coiled,
red-wax taper. In fig. 179 this appendage is being renewed from the first joint.

The cuticle of the limbs in process of restoration must be elastic or capable of
considerable distension, although the limit of this distensibility is, ill most cases, soon
reached.

In the isopod crustacea the antennas are regenerated in a somewhat different
manner. In the case of the large Liqea oceanica, illustrated in figs. 180, 181, plate 44,
the rent is repaired, and the new bnd does not grow out from the stump, but coils
np within it. The cnticnlar wall of the stump serves as a sort of brood chamber for
the growing part, until it is set free at the next molt.

Autotomy often occurs in the second to fifth pereiopods, but is mnch feebler than
in the large chelipeds. Two stages in the regeneration of' these appendages are shown
in figs. 175, 178. The fourth pereiopod of a fourth larva, drawn from the molted skin,
is illustrated in fig. 99, plate 33.

Reaumur (161) was one of the first to attempt to give a philosophical explanation
of regeneration in crustacea. He says:

We may suppose that these little limbs which we see grow out were each inclosed in a little egg,
and that when a limb was broken off the same juices which nourished this part were used to
develop and bring to the birth the little germ of a limb inclosed in this egg. Moreover, according to
this theory, we should have to suppose that there was no spot in a lcg of the crayfish where there
was not an egg which incloses another limb or, what is more marvellous still, a part of a limb like
that near the point where the egg is situated at the end of the limb; in short, at any point in the leg
which you may name there must be one of these eggs, which contains another part of the limb. The
eggs which are at the origin of each claw, for example, would contain only a claw: but one egg
would not be sufficient, since if a new leg is cut off another comes.

How many times this process could be repeated without exhausting the supply
of "eggs" he did not determine, but Spallanzani,: according to Weismann, "observed
in the case of a young Triton, that the four limbs and tail when they were cut off
grew again six times in the space of three snmmer months." (The Germ-Plasm, p.
120.) Beaumur believed that each new limb must contain an infinite number of eggs,
aad ill conclusion says:

It would seem that the reproduction of the legs of the crayfishes is a matter where we can scarcely
hope to see olearly ; besides its peculiar difficulties, it has all those which envelop the generation of
the fcetus.

It is over eighty years since these words were written, and the solution of the
problem of regeneration seems to some as far away as ever. The new limb is not
formed from a definite cell or cell-mass recognizable before the time of injury, but
from a budding growth very much as in the embryo.
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The power of regenerating a lost part varies in both vertebrates and illvertebrates
in direct proportion to the physiological importance of the part, as Weismann has
clearly shown. .Iust as the enemies of the lizard seize it by its long trailing tail, so the
lobster is almost invariably caught by a claw, and the life of the animal is often saved
in either case by the breaking oft' of the member. The plane of fracture in the limb,
as in the large cheliped of the lobster and in the five pairs of pereiopods of the crab, iH
a secondary structure which coincides with the plane of articulatiou of two coalesced
joints, yet Leydig hUB shown, according to Weismann, that the tail of the lizard is
specially adapted for breaking ott, "the bodies of the caudal vertebras from the
seventh onward being provided with a special plane of fracture, so that they easily
break into two transversely." (The Germ-Plasm, p. 116.) The regenerative power
is probably a secondary characteristic which has been acquired by natural selection,
for the good of the species, while autotomy is a much more recent acquisition. As
Weismann says, "there is no such thing as a general power of regeneration" among
animals as with crystals, but" in each kind of animal this power is graduated according
to the need of regeneration in the part under consideration."

Weismann rejects the idea of a spiritus rector, or external directing agency, and
assumes that the nisus formativus is situated in the "idioplasm" of the cell, and "that
each cell capable of regeneration eontains an accessory idioplasm, eonslstiug of the
determinants of the parts which call be regenerated by it in addition to its primary
idioplasm." He furthermore infers that the general capacity of all the parts for regen­
eration may have been acquired by natural selection in the lower and simpler forms,
and that it is gradually decreased in the course of phylogeny in correspondence with
the increase in complexity of organization.

Weismann attempts, in a very ingenious way, to harmonize the facts of regenera­
tion in animal embryos with the" mosaie theory" of development of Roux, but, as E. B.
Wilson (206) remarks, the two fundamental postulates of this hypothesis, "namely,
qualitative nuclear division and accessory latent idioplasm, are purely imaginary."
The theory of Roux and Weismann has its eounterpart in the view advocated. by
Whitman (204), that "in the development of the germ, in the repair of injured parts,
and in the. regeneration of lost parts the organism as a whole controls the formative
processes going on in each part."

While no final explanation of the process of regeuera.tion can now be given, and
the idea of a formative power is, as Whitman says, one of profound mystery, the
solution of which appears to lie as far beyond our grasp to-day as at any time in the
past, yet we are in It better position to-day, if not to give answers to these questions, at
least to point out the probable direction in which they should be sought,

1 shall consider the question of regeneration again in connection with the origin
and perpetuation of deformities in the lobster.

IN~I.'ERNAL CHANGES IN REGENERATION.

. The histogenesis of the Hew limb is not easy to understand, although it can be
followed Without much difficulty after the pa11illa stage.

I am. unable to find any trace of" glandular-like" bodies such as Goodsir described
(8?) as furnishing germs of the new limb. On the contrary, the new limb appears to
arIse mainly by growth of the oonuective tissue" cells already present in the stump.

After the blood has clotted over the wound and has produced a hard crust, the
cutiCUlar cells, in response to the strmnlus thus received, grow over the wound and
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produce a new cuticle which has a certain degree of elasticity. My material was in suf­
ficient to trace with certainty the origin of the reticulated tissue which soon appears
under the new skin.

A minute papilla grows out, having the general structure shown in fig. 173. It is
a spongy network of fibers, containing the potential elements of muscles, nerves, con­
nective tissue, and blood vessels. Blood flows in an irregular system of large and
small sinuses. The epidermis of the new skin, which is relatively much thinner than
the old, is composed of a single stratum of very tall, slender cells, the chitinogenous
epithelium, and of an elastic cuticula. The epidermis of the papilla is thus structurally
similar to that which covers all parts of the body when a new shell is being formed
under the old. (See p. 77.)

As the papilla grows out the fibrous tissue becomes gradually differentiated into
the muscles, blood vessels, and nerves (fig. 172), as in au embryo, and constrictions in the
cuticle arise, which mark with absolute precision the limitation of the future joints.
The cuticle at this stage appears to be destitute of bairs, but it contains pores. In
the stump at the base of the appendage a great mass of large oval bodies is seen.
These appear as thin solid discs, and when compressed break like starch grains (fi~.

121,1'1. 36). Theyrepresent connective tissue cells in a certain stage of metamorphosis,
aud in all probability contain glycogen, which furnishes material for the growth of the
epidermis-that is, of the chitinogenous cells and the shell which they secrete. (See
1'.78.) They seem to be the same structures which Leydig. has described in the
integument' of crabs, under the name of lime concretions (Kalkeoncremente), and
which Hoeck calls" Krystall Plattchen" (121-122). Mayer (137) has also fignred and
described what are probably similar bodies in the indurated shell of certain swellings
which are found in the large claws of the male Heterograpsus luca.sii. 'I'hese he desig­
nates as "amyl·like chitinous inclusions."

In the lobster these bodies stain very diffusely, and sometimes a central figure,
possibly the impression or remains of the original nucleus, may be detected. The
histogenesis of these structures and the changes which they undergo have apparently
never been studied. Their origin is clearly demonstrated by fig. 122, plate 36, from
a preparation of the maxilliped. It is evident that the large granular mass is the
product of the parent mesoblastic cell, the protoplasm of which is reduced to a thin
enveloping shell.

Fig. 169 represents one of a series of sections cut in a longitudinal plane through
the first three joints of the right large cheliped of the lobster,sixth stage, length 18
mm.), the history of which has been already given (I'. 105). The appendage of this
larva had been cut off July 28, and had grown to nearly its full size by August 17,
when the animal was preserved. Since autotomy occurs in the very young animal as
well as in the adult, we should be able to determine from this specimen whether
there is any preformed organ or store of embryonic cells for the supply of the new
limb at this time. The examination of serial sections through this part of the limb
reveals nothing but normal tissue cells. Embryonic cells may be present but are
not discernible. The opening between the baaipodite and ischiopodite is reduced to
a narrow passage by the ingrowth of cuticular eells, to form ectodermic pillars like
those seen in the carapace of the embryo. The several tissues are bathed in blood,
which is here confined to no definite channels. Some circumscription of the passage
leading from the second to the third joint is thus necessary. '



Chapter V.-LARGE LOBSTERS.

THE GREATEST SIZE ATTAINED BY THE LOBSTER.

YS~ories of gigantic lobsters made their appearance at a very early period, and
one could probably gather as many exaggerated acconnts of this animal now as in
the days of Olaus Magnus. Tithe, however, has narrowed the bounds of credulity,
even among the ignorant, and we no longer hear some of the interesting legends
which the old writers have carefully handed down. Thus Olaus Magnus tells us ill
his description of northern lands and seas,' published in 1555, that between the
Orkneys and Hebrides there lived lobsters so hug~ that they could catch a strong
swimmer and squeeze him to death in their claws.'I' His curious figures are copied
by Gesner (75), who has many others equal to any which are described in the old
mythologies.

Giants are met with in all the higher groups of animals. They interest us not
only on account of their actual size, but also in showing to what degree individuals
may surpass the mean' average of the race. It may be a question whether lobsters
which weigh from 20 to 25 pounds are to be regarded as giants in the technical sense,
or simply as sound and vigorous individuals on whose side fortune has always fought
in the struggle for life. I am inclined to the latter view, and to look upon the mam­
moth lobster simply as a favorite of nature, who is larger than his fellows because he
is their senior; good luck has never deserted him until at last he is stranded on the
beach or becomes entangled in some fisherman's gear.

Gesner gives a very poor figure of a lobster, but a very good drawing of the large
crushing-claw of one which he had preserved in his collection on account of its great
size. The length of this claw is 8~ inches, and its breadth at the junction of the
dactyl about 4 inches, so that it must have belonged to a lobster which weighed not
far from 8 pounds.

Pontoppidans (152) relates a fable, which is repeated by Herbst (88) and others, of
the Btorjer, or lobsters of huge size which fishermen reported having seen in Utvaer :
ill the Bay of Erien, :Norway. One of these was so large and terrible that no one dared
to attack it, and it measured between its claws at least a fathom. This, says Herbst,
probably belongs with the Kracken, the natural products of Norwegian superstition.

Boeck says that he had seen the claw" of Hi lobster which must have been about
18 inches long, and Sir John Graham Dalyell (50), according to Boeck, tells us, in The
Powers of the Creator, published in 1827, that he had seen a joint of the left claw of
a lobster which measured 9 inches in length. It does not follow, however, as Boeck
infers, that "the whole claw" must have measured 18 to 24 inches, and the whole
animal 3 to 4 feet."

The European lobster of to-day seldom attains so great size as the American
species, and its average weight is considerably less. Buckland (28) gives the following
account of large lobsters from the British Islands:

The Skye and Orkney lobsters are probably the largest in the British Islands. At St. Mawes we
heard of two lobsters. one 10 pounds and the other 9~ pounds; and at Durgan and Sennen of one of
~pounds. A large lobster was caught in a large earthenware pot at Gosport in 1870 which weighed

1 Historia de Gentib;s-s~i~t~~tri~~-;;Jibl;~~ Ro~-~.i555:---------- ..--..

2 'I'he word claw is here inaccurately used to mean the entire clnw-boaring limb (cheliped).
109
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8 pounds 10 ounces. In May, 1875, a lobster, weight 12 pounds, was found at Saints Bay, Guernsey.
1 find a record of a lobster exhibited at Billingsgate July 30,1842, which measured 2 feet 5t inches;
the size of the body was 16 inches; the claws measured upward of 14 inches. In August, 1873, a lobster
weighing 1li pounds, caught in Guernsey, was exhibited by Messrs. Grove, of Bond street. In July,
1874, a lobster, weight 7t pounds, was caught on the Fife Banks of the Forth. The lobsters from
the Lizard ground are one-third heavier than those in Falmouth Bay, but crabs are smaller.

The largest lobsters that have come under my individual notice are, first, a lobster weighing lOt
pounds, sent me from Tenbyand now in my museum; secondly, a lobster presented to me by John
Byatt, of Messrs. Winder's, Haymarket, measuring 8 inches in the barrel [that is shell of back or
carapace], the total length being 19t inches and the weight 9!i pounds. In the York Museum there is
a magnificent specimen of a lobster, of which the following are the dimensions: Barrel, 9t inches;
tip of beak to tail, 19~ inches; I left claw, the crusher, length lOt inches; right claw, cutting, length
lOt inches; left claw at widest part, 5 inches. This was an American specimen.

Another very large lobster we came across inour inquiry was a grand specimen which we exam­
ined in the house of Mr. Scovell, at Haruble, near Southampton. The following are the dimensions:
Length of barrel to tip of horn, 9:1: inches; length of tail turned under the body, 12 iunhes ; total
length,2 feet, all but, three-quarters of an inch, Right claw, 19~ lnchcs s long; girth, 12t inches;
weight when killed, 14 pounds. This lobster, Mr. Scovell informs me, was caught in a trammel net on
the coast of Cornwall.

Fourteen pounds is the greatest weight recorded in the notes just quoted, and
European lobsters of this size are undoubtedly very rare. /

In the museum of the Academy of Natural Sciences of Philadelphia there is
preserved a large lobster, Astacus vulgaris, for the particulars concerning which I am
indebted to the kindness of Professor Ryder. Unfortunately it is not known where
or when it was captured, nor what its living weight was; but from the measurements
given below (table 29, No.1 a) I conclude that it weighed from 21 to 22 pounds. If
these measurements are compared with those given in table 30, No.1, it will become
evident that this specimen conld not have weighed less than 20, and not more than 23
pounds. This specimen has been carefully examined by Professor Ryder, who writes
that there is no doubt of its belonging to the European species; that it was normal in
every respect, and that the skeleton is in an admirable state of preservation.

I No.1 a.-Male; I No.2 a.-Male;
20 to 23 pounds; 10 pounds; cap.
obtained from. tured on coast of

roments, Europe; pre- Norway some
served in the time hetween 1850

museum of tho and 1865; pre-
University of served in muse-
Pennsylvania. urn of Bergen,

Norway.

SOli (not including hairs) ..... inches .. 19.4 18.73
sterior margin) .......... u ...... • do .... 9.29 8.58

meaauremont) ..................do ..•. 13.1 10.23
....... _........................do .... 6.8 4.32
.......••..••..•.•.•..•.........do .... 16.8 10.62

................................do .... 12.4 10.03

...... ...... ... , ......... ___ .... do. _•. 4.8 3.30
................................do .... 10.15 8.07

Total length, rostrum to end of tel
Length of carapace (rostrum to po
Large forceps;

Length of propodus (straight
. Greatestbreadth of propodus ..

Girth of propodus .
Small forceps;

Length of propodus ..
Breadth of' propodua _.
Girth of propodus ""

Menan

I The claws of this. specimen were considerably undersized (compare tables 29 and 30).
• This ill intended for the measurement of the entire right claw-bearing limb or oheliped ; by

••total length " is probably meant, as above, the distance measured from the tips of the extended
chelipeds to the end of the tail.
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In speakiug of the size attained by the European lobster, Sal's says:
It is a remarkable fact that the lobsters ou our southern coast never get as large as those farther

north. I have never seen an unusually large specimen among the many lobsters which I examined at
the different, fishing stations. The lobsters which are occasionally caught farther north are generally
much larger, and to judge from their appearance much older. At Floro I once saw a lobster which
was not much smaller than the immense specimen in the Bergen Museum. This specimen, as far as I
remember, comes from a stillmore northerly point of our western coast. (176.)

I am able to give some comparative measurements of the "immense specimen"
to which Sal's refers in the passag-e just quoted, through the kindness of my friend,
Dr. Einar Lonnberg, of the University of Upsala. If the length of this lobster and
the measurements of its large claws (No.2 a, table 29) are compared with the other
specimen (No.1 a), and with lobster No.7, table 30, we shall see that in all prob­
ability the Bergen specimen did not weigh above 10 pounds. It is nearly an inch
longer than lobster No.7, which weighed after preservation in alcohol a little less
than 10 pOUllOS. On the other hand, the claws of this American lobster are larger
than those of the Norwegian specimen, and the claws constitute ill old lobsters more
than one-half the weight of the entire animal. (See table 31 a.) The latter probably
weighed when alive not over 10 pouuds.

In reference to my questions about the Bergen lobster, Dr. Ldnnberg writes:
The specimen is now dry, and, as we never weigh auy lobsters in 0111' eouutry, the weight is not

recorded.

He says the date of capture is doubtful, but it was probably between 1850 and 1865.
It has been an accepted belief that the American lobster attains a greater size

than its European counterpart, but it seems to be a fact that the maximum size of'
each species is nearly the same. 'I'he lobster fishery is much older in Europe than in
this country, and the average size has there been long reduced to a minimum by
overfishing. At the tune when Sars's paper was written (about twenty years ago)
it would not have occurred to one familiar with the American species to look upon a
10-pound lobster as an" Immense specimen," though at present there are comparatively
few of this size which find their way to markets. In fact the same gradual falling oft'
in size, due to the same cause, bas been experienced in recent years 011 the coast of
Maine and in the Maritime Provinces. It is probable, however, that the American
lobster is stockier than the European, and that length for length the American species
will weigh the more.

Buckland (2.9) speaks of a "breed " of lobsters caught at Bog-nor which are always
small. They are called "chicken lobsters," and it takes 14 to 20 to weigh a pound.
This merely illustrates how the size may be kept down by the persistency of fishermen.

Rathbun (155), iii speaking of the occurrence of large lobsters in American
waters, says:

A dealer at New Haven states that twenty years ago 12 to 16 pound lobsters were common, but
during the past ten years 11 lobster weighing 10 pounds has been rarely seen. A Boston dealer writes
that during the past season (1880) he had received and sold lobsters weighing from 12 to 15 pounds
each, ~ .. .. A specimen taken at Boothbay, Maine, lind said to weigh between 30 and40 pounds,
had such claws that the meat from one of them was equal to that of an ordinary-sized lobster.

I have examined and carefully measured a lobster taken at Boothbay which is
probably the one here referred to, and will describe it presently. 'I'he actual weight
of this lobster was probably not over 22 pounds.

A lobster "shipped from Eastport ill 1875" is said to have weighed 19 pounds
and to have "measured 3 feet 5 inches in length (measurement from tips of extended
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claws to end of tail), the claws being 18 inches long and 8 inches across." (155.) If
the weight is- given correctly, the measurements are certainly at fault, as I shall
presently show.

There can be nothing in literature more unreliable than accounts of the size and
weights of animals, gathered at random. The first estimate is often a guess, which
immediately acquires an air of accuracy by being expressed in figures. It does not
usually get into print until it has been rolled over many tongues, and during the
process it increases in size like the snowball which is rolled along the ground. But it
undoubtedly comes hardest for a man who has a large lobster for sale to resist
temptation. In describing a few very large lobsters I shall therefore limit myself to
those which I have actually seen and measured or weighed.

I will now give the history of a lobster which came into my possession in August,
1893.1 It is probably one of the largest lobsters ever taken on the Atlantic coast.
Its history has been carefully authenticated, and I have obtained some excellent
photographs of it, which are reproduced in plates 1 and 2. This mammoth specimen
was captured in Penobscot Bay, southeast of Moose Point, in line with Brigadier
Island, near Belfast, Maine, May 6, 1891, in about 3~ fathoms of water, by Mr. John
~ondon. Its capture was accidental, since it was brought to the surface on the end
of a lobster pot, the" tail" of the lobster resting in the funnel of the trap, while the
huge claws hung down at the sides. The animal, attracted by the bait, had doubtless
been making fruitless attempts to enter the trap. A dealer in fish at Belfast soon came
into the possession of this lobster while it was still alive.' The shell was then very
dark in color, almost black on the upper surface, and supported a number of prosperous
colonies of marine animals. The common barnacle (Balanus balamoidess was growing
on the shell of the back and also on the upper surface of the crushing-claw, near the
joint of the thumb or dactyl, where it may be seen inthe plate. Several species
of mollusks, particularly the common mussel (Mytilus edulis), were fixed to various
parts of the shell, and hydroids (Pennaria or Eudendrium) were flourishing at the
articulations of some of the legs. The presence of these messmates pointed to a
rather sluggish habit of life, which the animal may have possessed. The entire
upper surface of the shell and both the upper and lower surfaces of the claws are
scarred, scraped, and gouged like the side of a cliff over which a glacier has passed,
and present a graphic record of the struggle for life which this animal had so Tong
and so successfully fought.

, When laid on its back the lobster could move but little, but when in its normal
position it would crawl over the floor, and if worried with a stick it seized it savagely
and crushed it with its claws. It was weighed on a Fairbanks scale in the presence
of a number of people. Its living weight was found to be a little over 23 pounds,"

This lobster was finally killed by boiling' in the usual way, the membranes being
first cut at the articulations to let out the blood and admit the water. It was after­
wards placed in a large kettle of water to which a bushel of salt was added, and was
boiled in this brine for more than an hour." After it was boiled, the meat of the

I Thls lobster is now preserved, in excellent condition, in the museum of Adelbert College,
Clevelaud, Ohio.

~ When I first saw this lobster I was assured that the animal was not weighed until after it had
been boiled. Allowing a. shrinkage of 20 per cent in boiling, I estimated the liviug weight to have
been about 28 pounds. (See 99.) The first statement was not true. I have since ascertained that the
facts are as given above.

3 Old-shell lobsters are said to shrink 20 per cent and new-shell lobsters 25 per cent in weight
after boiling.
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"tail" was of a pink color and very tough. The skeleton was perfectly preserved
by removing the muscles of the abdomen and the" tomally " or "liver," and some of
the other organs of the body. This lobster was a male, and it is a noticeable fact that
all very large lobsters which I have records of or have examined belong to the male
sex. I have never heard of a female lobster which exceeded 18:!pounds being caught.

The total length of this lobster, whose history I have just given, is only 20 inches
(measured, as in all cases, from the end of the spine or rostrum to the end of the tail­
fan), but would have been nearly 21 inches had the rostrum been perfect. The body
seems surprisingly short for so powerful au animal, and it is in fact in the large claws
that the, greater part of its weight and strength resides. This may be seen by a
comparison of the plates (see also table 31 a), and may be possibly explained by the
fact that as age advances the increase in length at each molt becomes less, while there
is a corresponding gain in the size of the claws. Thus Ehreubaum (61) mentions a
lobster 42.2 em. long, which showed an increase in length of scarcely 1 mm, on molting
The length of the crushing-claw of the Belfast lobster is nearly 14 inches, and its
greatest girth is 16:! inches. It was probably powerful enough to crush a man's arm
at the wrist.

TABLE 30.

General deseriptions: No.1 was a male, 23 pounds, captured at Belfast, Maine, May 6, 1891. No.2 was a male,
20 to 22 pounds, captured at Boothbay, Maine, about 1856. No.3 was a male, 20 to 22 pounds, captured at Salem,
Massaehusetts, in 1850. No.4, 23 to 25 pounds, was captured at Gloucester, Massachusetts. No.5 was a male, 20
to 22 pounds, captured on the Delaware coast. No.6 was II male, 20 to 22 pounds, captured at Lubee, Maine, Sep­
tember,1892. No.7 was a male, 9kpounds, in alcohol,

-
Measuroments in inches. No.1. No.2. No.3. No. 4.1 No.5. No.6. No.7.

-----
T'htR.llengtb, rostrum to end of telson (not including

~ *20l
'~

......... ..... ~ ....... 20& 17t

C¥;Ei~~~~':~~~:'~~: ::::::::::: :::.::::::::: :::::::: ! ........ 2,'0 2 . .......
Length of ellrl1l'aee ..... __ .............. _............ 8lo
Length of earapace, including rostrum... _.•..•. , " . 81S 9ft 9i8 9l 8&
Dil:\tanco from cervicnl groove to posterior edge of

4 3iS
Gl?:::;,~cbr~~dth:::::::::: :::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::

3ft

Breadth between spines, near base of rostrum....... Il 1.... It 11 II
Breadth between spines, near base of second an-

2fttenure ............................................. 2". 2t 2l 2t .........
P Girth of carapace behind cervical groove ........... 14t '13l 13i 11

leon:
Length of second segment (including facet) ...•..... Ii -.-- .... - .......... 2 11 . .......
Breadth orsecond segment .......................... 4l ~lb 3& ........ 4t .......... . ........
Girth of second segment (spine to spine) .........••.

~I
81 ........ 8& . ........

Length of sixth segment (including facet) .......... 1" ........ ......... ......... 11 . ........16"
Great<lst width of sixth segment............. ····· .. 4 3 ........ ......... ........... . .......
Length of telson (not including setm) ............... 11& n 2i - ........ ........ 2i 2l
Breadth of telson at base.................... · ...... · 2~ 2& ........ ........ 2! 2!

A.lltennm:
Length of stalk of first antenna..................... IH Ii! if ......... .......... II .......... -
Length of basal segment......................... · .. ~ I'IJ ......... ........... ........ i . ..........
Breadth of basal se~lJlent........................... ~ in ........ .......... . ......... i ........

Length of evestal ................................ i.' ......... ......... ......... . ......... ~ . .........,n
L Breadth of ovestalk ............................... In ..... __.. .......... ............ ......... ........
Length of stalk of second antenna .................. 2". I!! It .......... ........... Ii . ........

ength of exoliodite (scale) ......................... ! t 1.... ........... .......... ! . .........
p2~r~~d~71dt ...................................... i if in .................. i . .........,

Large forceps (crushing.claw)-
Length of Pr<ift0dus (strnif,ht measurement) ...... 13k 12i 12i .13 131 12 101
Grelt~est breu th of proper us at level with articu.

Iation with dactyl. .............................. 7k 6 6i 41\ 9i 9i 5l
Girth of propodiis just behind articulation of

dactyl ........................................... lOb 151 15 17i 16b 15 131-
*Body nearly strai~ht.

l!'. C. B. 1895-8.

tBody somewhat bent.
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TABLE 3D-Continued.

Measurements in inches. No. 1. No. 2.1 No. 3._ No.4. No.5. No. O. No.7.

I'ereiopods-Continued
0 4!Length of dactyL ................................. 0 0 5B 51 gfGreatest breadth of dactyl , ............... _....... 2~

~t
21 2~ 2# ........

Greatest firth of dact.Yl... - - ............ - ......... 7jl ........ 7y\ Ok . ....... .........
Length 0 carpus (on mner margin, not including

proximal spine) .............. ___ ....... _........ 4k 3ft 4k ........ ........ 31 ........
Greatest. breadth of carpus ..... - ................. 2B 21 3 ........ ........ 21 ........
Greatest ~irth of carpus ........ _., ............... 8,"0 8~ 81 ...... _. .. -.. _-- 9~ ........
Length of meros (outer border) .. _....... -. - ...... 5," ........ 4~ 4jl B~ ........ ........
Greatest breadth of meros............. -. - ........ 2~ ........ 2~ 31 2jl •• 0 ••••• ........

Small forceys-
Length 0 . propodus (from tip to spioe near prox-

l2Himal end) . _... __ ................... _...... - ...... 14 131 ........
l~f 11« .........

Breadth of pr0,r,0dus .............................. 4ft 4k 4~ ........ 4jl ........
Girth of propo us ................................. 12 11k ...... -. ........ 8« 11 ........
Length of dactyL .................... _............ 71 if yl ........ 7i! 6« ........
Greatest breadth of dactyl ......... __ ............. 11 ........ 1~ l~ ........
Greatest trth of dactyl. ..... __ ................... 41 ........ 4 ........ 41 ........ ... _-- ..
Length 0 carpus (on mner margin, not including

4)16 Bl B&proximal sptne) . _. ____ .......................... .-...... .... _- .. ........ .. -.....
Greatest breadth of carpus ............. _""'''''' 2lu ........ 21 ........ ........ 21 ........
Greatest girth of carpus ..... _. _.......... _.. _.... 8ln ........ 8 ........ ......... 8~ ........
Length of meros (outer border) ....... ; ...... _.... 4h 31 4« ........ 4 ......... ........
Greatest breadth of meros ........................ 21

1
tf 21 2~ ........ 2& ......... ........

Second and fifth pereiopods :
Length of propodus, second pereiopod ............ 3ta ......... By ........ ......... a ........
Breadth at articulation of dactyl , ................. 1ia ........ r n ........ ........ h ..........ru
Length of dactll. ............ _... _................ lH ........ l! ........... ......... 1~ ........
Breadth of dac yl (at articulation) ................ fa ......... 1! ........ ......... ......... ........
Greatest length of carpus .... - - .. - ................ 21l ......... 2t

.......... ........ 2 ........
Breadth of carpus ................................. 1 ......... ........ .........

1
ft ..........

Length of dactyl, fifth pereiopod.. - ............... III !'. 1 . ....... ......... . .......
Breadth of dactyl.. _............. - - ............... ~ fa .. ~ ..... ........ ........ .........
Length of propoll us ...... _........... __ ........... 2f3 2f 2« ........ ........ 2H .........
Breadth of propodus (distal extremity) ........... til ......... ......... ......... . .........
Breadth of propodus (proximal extremity) ..... _.. Hf iI ~ .......... ........ iI . .........
Length of carpus ................................. 1H 21l It~

........... .......... 1~ ........
Breadth of carpus ................................. & 1 ......... ........ B .........

Pleopods :
Length of first pleopod................. __ ........ 21 2& 2! ......... ........ 2~ . .......
Length of diata l seyment___ ....................... 1& lB lil
Greatest brcadth 0 diatal segment...... _. _. _.. __ . ~ & ~ ......... .......... ........ ........
Length of stalk of second pleopod ..... _.......... l,'h ........ ......... ......... ......... ......... .........
Breadth of stalk of second plcopod............... iI f. ........ .. .......... ........ ......... ...........
Length of exopodite ......................... _.... IH ......... ......... ......... ........ ........ .........
Breadth of exopodite .. _................ _...... _.. « ........ .......... ........ ........ ......... ........
Length of exopodite, sixth teopod (from angle

between spines of protopo Ite) ............... __ . 3 a 3 3 ......... 3jl 2«HJ

I

..........
Greatest breadth of exopodite at hinge ........ __ . 2jl . It 2k ......... 21

1
lJ 2~ ........

Length of clld0I;0rlite of sixth pleoporl , ..... ; ..... 2fa I 2b ........ ........ ......... .........
Greatest brendt of cndopodite of sixth pleopod .. 2l u' , 2 21l ........ .......... ........ ........

--_._-----_.. -

The detailed measurements of this animal are given in table 30, No.1, where they
may be compared with those of the small lobster, seen on plate 2, and with those of
the large specimens which I have recorded above.

The large Boothbay lobster, which has already been referred to (p. 16), is
reported to have weighed as much as 40 pounds. I was told that it tipped a scale
which weighed up to 25 pounds, and would have weighed somewhat more. Its meas­
urement, however (table 30, No.2), proves it to have weighed less than the Belfast
specimen, and a comparison of its length and the dimensions of its claws with the
large European lobster (No.1 a, table 29) show that it could have exceeded this in
weight very slightly, if at all. Its true living weight was probably between 20 and 22
pounds., The shell of this lobster was cleaned by placing it in an anthill, and it is now
m a bad state of preservation. The claws are furrowed, pitted, and scarred, and the
carapace is scratched, as is apt to be the case with large old- shell lobsters.

In the museum of the Peabody Academy of Science at Salem, Massachusetts, there
is a perfect specimen of a lobster (No, 3, table 30), said to have been taken at Salem
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in 185(1, and to have weighed, when alive. 25 poup<l~, The body is a little longer than. ..z==:.
the two first mentioned, but it is also slenderer, and the large claws, which count so
much in the weight of this animal, are, npon the whole, smaller and weigh less. The
greater length of the Salem specimen is due largely to the long, perfect rostrum.
The large claws correspond closely in size with those of the Boothbay lobster, and we
may be almost certain that its living weight did not exceed 22 pounds.

A lobster but little under the Salem specimen in size is in the possession of Mr.
George R. Batson, of Campobello Island, New Brunswick. This lobster weighed,
when alive, according to the somewhat wavering memory of the man who weighed it,
24~ pounds. The measurements fail to corroborate this statement. (No.6, table 30.)
The dimensions of the large claws and the girth of the carapace prove conclusively
that it weighed less than 23 pounds, the authenticated weight of the Belfast lobster
(No.1, table 30). It was captured in a hoop pot, a few of which are said to be still in
use, in South Bay, near Lubec, Maine, in 15 fathoms. of water, September, 1892. This
lobster is a very shapely and perfect specimen. It had a hard shell, and showed
great activity when alive.

In the museum of tho Peabody Academy of Science there is also the right large
claw of a lobster marked, "From a lobster weighing 39pounds; from Moses H. Shaw,
Gloucester." This is said to have been in the museum for over fifty years. Meas­
urements of this claw (No.4, table 30), supposing the animal to have been normally
developed, show that it could have been but little larger than the Belfast specimen.
The only available comparisons lie between the large claw and the fifth joint the
only parts preserved. A full-sized drawing of this huge claw is prodnced on plate
15. The crushing claw of the Belfast lobster was nearly an inch longer and much
broader than the specimen figured, but less by one inch in girth. The claws of these
two animals must thus have been of nearly equal weight, and I think it a safe con­
clusion that the Gloucester giant did not weigh above 25 pounds. The shell of the
claw was very light for so large an animal, weighing only 16i ounces, including the
fifth joint. (See chapter III, pp. 82, 83.)

In the museum of the Smithsonian Institutiou there are fragments of the skeleton
of a lobster which was captured with hook and line on the coast of Delaware, and is
said to have weighed over 25 pounds. Measurements of these parts show that its
weight was probably somewhat less, certainly not much over 22 pounds. (No.5,
table 27.) The shell of the large claw of this lobster weighs 1~ pounds.

In 1863 a large lobster was caug-ht on a hand line at Bald Head Sands, near
Small Point, Maine, which I was assured by a fisherman weighed 38 pounds. I
afterwards had the opportunity of examining the large crushing.claw, all that has
been preserved of this lobster, at the market house of Mr. Lewis McDonald, Portland,
Maine. The claw is 12~ inches long, has a breadth of 6~ inches, and a girth of 15~

inches just behind the terminal joint. It was thus of about the same size as the
crushing-claw of the Salem lobster (No.3, table 30), and the animal probably did not
exceed 22 pounds in entire weight. I mention this as an example of how the weight
of the lobster, though dead, increases with the lapse of time.

There may be seen at the St. Nicholas Hotel in Boston, Massachusetts, the skeleton
of a male lobster said to have weighed 35 to 40 pounds. It was captured off Province­
town, in August, 1894. When I examined this specimen, June 25, 1895, it was
mounted in a glass case in a very perfect state of preservation. Though not allowed
to take eaeefnlmeasurements, I could see that its weight ha.d been g'reatly exag:
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gerated. The total length of the body, measured from the rostral spine to the end of
the tail-fan, when the tail was naturally articulated with the thorax, was not far from
20 inches, and not over 21 inches. The length of the large crushing-claw is from 12
to 13 inches. The cutting-claw is relatively smaller than in any of the large lobsters
which I have examined, and it seems fairly certain that the living weight of the
animal could not have much exceeded 20 pounds,

I am indebted to the kindness of Professor Leslie A. Lee for the measurements of
the large crushing-claw of a lobster which is preserved in the museum of Bowdoin
Oollege, Maine. It was taken from an animal which came from Cape Breton, which
is said to have weighed 33 pounds 11 ounces. The length of this claw is 13}(f inches,
its breadth 6~ inches, and its girth (measured just behind the first joint) is 16 inches.
In this case the weight is specifically given, yet it is certainly erroneous.' If normally
formed, this animal probably did not weigh over 23 pounds. I base this opinion upon
the fact that the Belfast lobster (No.1, table 30) bas a somewhat larger crushing-claw,
is normally formed, has a hard shell, and therefore could not, in all probability, have
weighed less and may have weighed more than the specimen from Cape Breton.

In the museum of Yale University there is preserved the large crushing-claw of
a lobster, which is said to have weighed 39 pounds.' The length of the claw is 12-(1-6
inches, the greatest width 6.9 inches, and tbe greatest girth 16i inches. It is shorter
by half an inch than the Cape Breton specimen, and but little larger in circumference.
The length of the crushing chela falls short of the Belfast lobster (No.1, table 30) by
one inch. Its weight probably did not much exceed 23 pounds, if at all.

In the collections of the Smithsonian Institution there is a lobster which weighed,
after preservation in alcohol, 9 pounds 14 ounces (No.7, table 30).3 The cutting-claw
on the right side was undersized. A few measurements of this specimen are given
for purposes of comparison. There is far less difference between some of these and
corresponding measurements of larger lobsters than one might expect. Thus the
telson in this case has the same dimensions as in lobster No. G (table 30), which
weighed more than twice as much.

I was informed by Mr. F. W. Collins that a male lobster which weighed nearly
2tj pounds was taken on a trawl below Monro Island, 5 miles east of Rockland, Maine,
in the summer of 1890. The large claw is said to have measured 16 inches in girth.

I heard through Mr. Vinal Edwards of a lobster, said to have weighed 27 pounds,
which was caught off Breton Reef, Newport, Rhode Island, in June, 1894. This was
taken by accident, one of its claws having been entangled in a lobster-pot, in 10 to 12
fathoms of water. It was a male, and its shell was freely sprinkled with barnaelss.s

I will add a few notes on the occurrence of large lobsters, which I gathered on the
coast of Maine, in August and September, 1893. I give them upon the testimony of
others, but believe them trustworthy.

Mr. J. W. Savage stated that he received from the region of Eastport, Maine, in
----------------------------

'Professor Lee writes as follows concerning this specimen: "The large lobster's claw in our
museum was obtained many years ago in Cape Breton. It came into our possession in 1881. The
weight of this animal is not well authenticated on our records."

21 am indebted to Prof. A. E. Verrill for the opportnnity of examining this specimen. Tho
inscription upon it, which is almost illegible, is as follows: "Boston, Mass., March, 1823; 39Ibs."

"The weight of thts lobster was kindly determined by Mr. James E. Benedict of the Smithsonian
Institution.

41 was unable to obtain any direct information about this lobster, or to verify its weight, which
I do not consider authentic. ,
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june, 18M, a large male lobster which weighed 20 pounds. In the same lot was one
weighing 16 pounds.

In May, 1892, Mr. N. F. Trefethen obtained a lobster from the vicinity of East­
port, Maine, which weighed 151 pounds. He weighed it himself, and sent it to market.
It had a very hard shell and had lost its smaller claw; if it had been perfect it
Would have weighed considerably more.

In August, 1891, according to Mr. F. ·W. Collins, a lobster (sex undetermined)
Was taken at Blue Hill Falls, 40 miles east of Rockland; which weighed 181 pounds,
and in November, 1892, a perfect female lobster was taken at Green Island, Maine,
Which weighed 18 pounds. This outer island is noted for its fine lobster fishing. Mr.
COllins states that in August, 1891, he had fifty lobsters at one time in his establish­
:ment which would weigh from 10 to 181 pounds. About half of these came from
Castine and the remainder from Blue Hill Falls, Maine. All of these were "new shell
lobsters "-that is, they had shed that year, probably in July.

Mr. Thomas Garrett, who 'was one of three men who first engaged in lobster
fishing at Vinal Haven, Maine, over forty years ago, and has been engaged in tIns
pursuit most of the time since, says that he has taken a great many lobsters which
Would weigh from 15 to 20 pounds. He says that a perfect male lobster weighing 30
POunds! was taken in a hoop-net in Golden Cove, in Vinal Haven Harbor, in about the
year 1858, and that in 1887 a lobster was caught in the basin (near tile site of the
present lobster pound on Vinal Haven Island) which weighed 11 pounds and had only
oue large claw.

The mouth of the Skillings River is said to have furnished large lobsters in
plenty in the fall of 1888. It was very common to take lobsters there weighing 15
Pounds. The place had not been previously fished with regularity, but it soon became
the resort of fishermen and the lobsters were rapidly reduced in numbers and size.

Fishermen in Rockland, Maine, have gaffed lobsters in the harbor in the past two
years weighing from 8 to 9 pounds. I heard of a large lobster which was caught on a
traWl, the hook catching in a joint of the shell, in June, 1892, on White Island grounds,
near Vinal Haven. It was said to have weighed over 20 pounds.

Mr. F. W. Oollins informs me that he received at Rockland, in 1893, a larger
nu:mber of lobsters than usual measuring about 15 inches in length and weighing
about 5 pounds. .
. These notes furnish evidence, if any were needed, that very large lobsters, weigh­
lUg 20 pounds or more, are even now occasionally taken, but I have never obtained
ally reliable evidence that lobsters weighing over 25 pounds have ever been caught.
Where lobsters are said to have attained a greater weight, measurements of the parts
of the skeleton which have been preserved invariably prove that the figures have
been exaggerated. I do not maintain that the American Iobster does not reach a
greater w~ight than 25 pounds, bnt that I have been unable, up to the present time,
to discover any well-authenticated evidence that this is the case.

Many points on the coast of Maine and the Maritime Provinces still furnish large
lObsters weighing 10 pounds or" more, but not in any considerable number, and lobsters
o~ 5 pounds weight are frequently common; yet it is at the same time true that the
SIze of the lobster has been declining for many years, until the average weight has, in
~ost places, fallen below 2 pounds. . .

• I The weight of this large lobster may have been unintentionally exaggerated. One can hardly
aVOIdsuch an inferenoe from the evidence already given,
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THE RELATION OF WEIGHT TO LENGTH.

The weights and lengths I of 2,657 lobsters captured at Woods Hole under the
conditions already described (p. 25) are recorded in table 31. The weight does not
bear a constant relation to the length, but is very variable owing to the loss of the
appendages, particularly the large claw-bearing legs. These alone constitute from one
quarter to one-half the entire weight of the animal, and probably in the Belfast lobster
(plate 1), and in all giants of similar size, the weight of the large chelipeds is more
than two-thirds that of the entire body (see table 31a). The lost limbs are regenerated,
as we have seen, but never completely so without the intervention of one or more
molts, so that a lobster with an undersized claw is a common occurrence.

The weight also is subject to great variation in consequence of the molt, when a
dense heavy armor or cuticle is exchanged for a much lighter though larger one. In
the soft lobster the specific gravity of the solids and fluids of the body i$ considerably
reduced. Very few soft lobsters, however, were taken during the period of these obser­
vations, only about 3 per cent (see table 23), so we may ascribe the great variations
shown in the table below chiefly to disparity in the size of the large claws. This is
particularly noticeable in smaller individuals, as in the 9-inch lobsters, where out of
170 males the smallest weighed only 10 ounces and the largest three times as much.

TABLE 31.-Relation between the lengths and weights of 1nale and female lobsters, taken in Woods Hole
Harbor, December to June, 1893-94.

I . I No. of Average Extremesl No. of Average .Extremes :~::'~~l' A~~rr:!e
Length Nojof Average Extremes] femares weigbtof ofweigbt females weigbt of of weight of males "Of flit

in rna es weigbt :01'weight j without females offemales with females offemales and th m Ie
Inches, i~::r of males. I of males. egl;s ex- witbout without eg!\s ex- with with females 'itnS s

I amined. eggs. eggs. umined, eggs. eggs. examined. females,

end of the

oz.
7.29
8
7.57
7.60

10.49
10
10.36
11.68
12.66
15.21
14
15.27
16.50
17.23
18.79
16
19.63
20.84
22.52
24.08
28
25.76
27.66
26
27.19
32.22
34.52
36.37
35.25
42.91
50
45.45
45
49.75
Oil
88
68
69.33

7
1
7
5

92
1

14
113
29

308
1

73
258
53

336
1

70
317
56

351
1

133
182

1
30
93
21
41
4

23
1

11
1
8
1
1
3
3

I
oz. OZ~ oz. oz. oz. QZ.

6 3 5.33 4 t06 4 8.75 8to 10 __ - __ .

ft I j I J~ o--r'if :::::::~:: ::::~~;~:: :::::::~:: ::::::::i: ::::~~~~~: ~~~~~~~~~:
7h I. .. __ 1 10 .
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71 20 12.75 10 15 9 12.44 9 16 __ _ .
8 168 15.16 8 18 138 15.30 11 18 2 12.50 12 to 13

~t 1· .. ··44· ''''is:30' "ii"'20' 2~ f~.24 "i2"'is' :::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::
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81 I 26 17.46 13 25 26 17 13 21 1 I 17
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9! .. • ..32· ""ili:lii' "ii"'2S' ··.. ·..34· .... ili:32· "iil'''24' 4 20 17 25
9~ 148 21.24 16 30 145 20.51 16 28 24 20.42 18 24
9i 27 24 I 18 30 26 21. 19 18 24 3 20.07 19 21

~~~ )....~~:.....~'.~~.i..~~.•.::.......~~~.....::::~... ~:...::. 3~ ~~.86 20 28
10! 62 27.44 I 20 35 5£ 2£.63 21 33 17 23.12 20 28
10~ 79 28.89 I 22 36 75 27.52 23 41 28 28. 11 23 33

~gi 1~ ~g.94 hi5'''~4' ·······iti'!' .. ·24:ili· "24"'33' ·...... ·2· ·.. ·26."50· "25'''28'
11 31 34. 651 30 42 42 : 30. 48 23 40 20 32. 10 29 37
11i 10 37.20 32 42 11, 32.09 27 37 - ..
~ 11 AW M M ~I ~d w« 4 .~I W M
111 2 36 ,32 40 2! 34.50 34 35 - ..

~~! ~ tg·781 .. ~~ .. ·~· ~~.I ~: :~ ~~ : ~~ .. ~: ~: ~~.
12; 4 50. 25 48 52 7' 42. 71 36 49 .
121 1.......... 1 45 ..
13 4 51.80 'I 44 60 41 47.25 40 55 •. -- ..
13~ 1 68 _ - .
14 I I 88 , ..

tt; ......'. ,...:~....C::::::: ~ i ~~.33 ~~ ~~ :::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::::::

:-:-:-::-:-:-:II:313=-=...... .... 1, 176 [:~:::-:-:-:~=--i68~=1=-=1--2-,6-5-7
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1 T1Je length of the lobster is measured from the apex: of the rostral spine to the
telson, not including tho terminal fringe of hairs.
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The fact that the male is heavier than the female of the same length is very clearly

brought out by the observations recorded above. In passing the eye down the
columns to the left only three cases will be discovered where this is not true, namely,
in the 6,'7, and 8 inch lobsters. The difference here in favor of the females, where a
sufficient number of observations were made to entitle them to much confidence, is
only a question of fractions of an ounce in average weights. After passing the 8-inch
limit the balance is in favor of the male. The 10-inch males are about half an ounce
heavier than the females of the same length. From this stage the excess in favor of
the male becomes very marked. The 11-inch male exceeds the female of the same
length by a full quarter of a pound. In the lobster 12~ inches long there is a greater
difference in favor of the male, 7~ ounces in the cases cited in the table.

It is evident from the facts here recorded that the greater size of the male, which
is a sexual characteristic, does not appear until the animal has passed the 8-inch limit.
At this period the sexes are of about equal weight, but from this point the male
surpasses tile female in weight, owing chiefly to the greater development of the large
claws.

The average weight of females without and with eggs recorded in columns 6 and
9 of table31 brings to the surface a rather unexpected fact, namely, that females with
spawn are in a poorer condition or weigh relatively less than females without. In
one-third of the cases here recorded the weight of' females with eggs was actually
less than that of females of the same length without eggs. In the 10-inch series,
184 females were examined; 36 of them had eggs, and weighed on the average but
one-tenth ounce more than those without eggs. Turning to table 16, we find thatthe
average quantity of eggs borne by a lO-inch lobster is 1.73 fluid ounces, and since a
fluid ounce of lobster eggs weighs very nearly an ounce avoirdupois, the average
weight of the 10-inch female deprived of her eggs is 22.13 ounces, as compared with
23.76 ounces, the average weight of non-egg-bearing females of this size. There is a
difference of 1.63 ounces in favor of the female without eggs. In the case of the
9~-inch lobsters, where 169 in all and 24 bearing eggs were examined, the average
weight of the spawners is less by 0.09 ounce than that of the corresponding females
without eggs.

The facts which have just been stated do not support the conclusion of Buckland
and his associates on the fisheries work in Great Britain, that "the lobster, when
berried, is in the very best possible condition for food." (28, p. XVI, See p. 64.)

In the last column of table 31 the average weights of lobsters corresponding to
definite lengths are given. A lobster of the minimum length at which it can be legally
sold, 10~ inches, weighs on the average 1~ pounds, while a 12-inch lobster attains a
weight of 2 pounds 11 ounces, and alobster 15 inches long weighs from 4 to 4~ pounds,
and probably more in some cases.,

Lobster No.7, table 30, 17~ inches long, weighed nearly 10 pounds (though in this
case the cutting-claw was undersized), and the mammoth specimens recorded in this
table, weighing from 20 to 23 pounds, varied only from 20 to 21tinches in length
(pp. 113-116).

In the early part of this chapter I mentioned the fact that the disparity in weight
between lobsters of the same length was due largely to the difference in the size of
the large claws. This is illustrated by the following table, which is compiled from the
observations made by Vinal N. Edwards. '
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TABLE 31a.- Vm'iation in the weights of lobster»with and without the great ctasos.

No, of Weight Weight
without

Li:c~~~~n Sex, Iobaters with lar~e Variation large chelt- Variation
exam- chelfper s, in "weight. in weight.
ined. in ounces. peda,

in ounces.

7il Male...... .,. 1

I
13 ............ 10 ............

7!l ~..em ile .. __. 1 13 -_ ........... 10 . ...........
81 Female ..... 3 13 to 15 2 11 0
8! Male........ 1 17 .-_......... 12 .............
8~ Male ........ 1 17 ............. 12 ............
8~ Femalo ..... 1 16 .. -.......... 12 ............
8il Male........ 1 17 ............... 12 ............
9! Male........ 6 22 to 31 9 15 to 17 2
9~ Female ..... 2 23 to 24 1 15 to 16 1

10 Male...•.... 1 28 .. -... -..... 17 ...... -.. ---
10 Female "'" 3 24 to 27 3 17 to 18 1
11 Male........ 1 48 ............ 22 ...... -.....
11 Female _.... 1 39 .. -............ 22 . .. -... -.....

Chapter VI.-ENEMIES OF THE LOBSTER.

ANIMALS WHICH PREY UPON THE LOBSTER.

The adult lobster, whether with eggs attached to the body or not, is the prey of
numerous fish which feed upon the sea bottom, like the sharks, skates, and rays.
When of considerable size or in soft condition it is also devoured by the cod, pollock,
striped bass, sea bass, tautog, and probably by many other species. In fact every
predaceous fish which feeds upon the bottom may be looked upon in general as an
enemy of the lobster.

A fisherman at Beal Island, West Jonesport, Maine, stated that he had caught
cod on trawls 10 to 15 miles from shore with lobsters 4 to (l inches long in their
stomachs. Cod were also caught at Grand Manan, in summer, in 20 fathoms of
water, by Mr. J. W. Fisher, of Eastport, with very small lobsters,' 1 to 2 inches long,
in their stomachs. Lobsters an inch long have also been taken from the stomachs of
codfish on the shores of Prince Edward Island (209, p. 232), and soft lobsters 3 to 8
inches long have also been found in the stomachs of these fish taken in deep water
off shore.

The observations of Mr. Vinal N. Edwards are quoted by Mr. Rathbun (156,p, 782)
to show the great destruetdoa of lobsters in the Edgartown district, Marthas Vine­
yard. Out of hundreds of cod caught about No Mau's Land and examined by Mr.
Edwards, nearly every fish" contained one or more young lobsters, and in many cases
the stomachs were almost entirely filled with them." So great did the destruction
wrought upon the lobster by the cod impress one fisherman (156,p. 728) that he thought
the cod a greater enemy than the lobstermen, and said: "I have caught one hundred
cod in one day that I knew had the amount of one thousand lobsters and shadows in
their entrails."

1 These young lobsters were identified by Professor Baird.
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'.rhe cod has an equally bad reputation among English fishermen. Frank Buck­

land says (28,pp. 14,15):

Among the animate enemies the princlpal enemy [of the lobsters] I believe are cod. A witness at
Burghead stated that codfish are great enemies to lobsters; he hardly ever opens a cod without finding
young lobsters in the stomach, particularly in February and March. He has seen cod throwing up
Iobsters on the deck of a vessel, as many as five or six lobsters in one cod. These lobsters would be
3 or4 inches In length or even smaller. Cod eat lobsters all the season. In the spring and in January,
February, and March there are many cod about. Skates and congers, and codling and haddock also
eat crabs and lobsters.

On July 16,1894, Dr. J. I. Peck showed me the "tail" of a soft lobster which he
had taken from the stomach of the weakfish or squeteague (OynQscion regale). The
lobster had been out of its shell but a few hours when it was snapped up by this fish.

Verrill (196) records the finding of lobsters in the following fish: Dusky shark
(Eulamia obscura), Woods Hole, in July and Augnst; dogfish (Mustelus canis), WOOlIs
Hole, in August; sand shark (Eugompnodus littoralis), Woods Hole, July and August;
peaked-nose skate (Raia lrevis), Menemsha, July; long-tailed stingray (Myliobatis ire­
min'l,'Ulei), Vineyard Sound, Jnly; rabbit-fish (Ohilomycter'lts gemnetricus), Woods Hole,
July; striped bass (Roccus lineatus),W,oodsHole, August, 1871; tautog (Tautoga onit'is),
"two caught July Hand 15 contained small lobsters."

Mr. Mosher, who had prepared striped bass for market for upward of thirty
years, said:

. Striped bass do not feed upon live menhaden, but upon crabs and lobsters. ~ ~ • I have
always observed that bass fishing was bost where lobsters and crabs were most plentiful. (Bull.
U. S. F. C., Yo1.11,p. 410.)

Small lobsters are probably to some extent the prey of sea-roving birds, such as
the gulls and terns, but in regard to this nothing is known. According to Boeck
(,80,pp. 227~228), the Norwegian lobster is sometimes attacked by crows. His account
is as follows: .

An interesting scene may be witnessed near Bukkeno, north of Stavanger, where au Englishman
has constructed a large pond between some small islands for keeping live lobsters. Whenever the
pond becomes too full of lobsters, so that they. do not find sufficient food, they leave the water and
crawl about, seeking to reach the sea, but during their wanderings they fall an easy prey to large
numbers of crows hovering round, which take them in their claws, fiy high up, and let tho unfor­
tunate lobster drop down on the rocks, where their shells are broken, so that the crows can eat them
ill comfort, The crows are not easily scared away, but show a remarkable degree of sense, only
fiying away when anyone approaches with firearms, and later they carryon their depredations in the
early morning, when they have less to fear.

That lobsters ever leave the water and attempt to crawl upon the land can not be
credited, and it is likely that this story passed through several hands before reaching
its present form. Herbst (88) says that the lobsters have a great enemy in the Stein­
beisser."

If the lobster is thus attacked and destroyed in large numbers by fish after it
has acquired the habits of the adult and has many devices to avoid its enemies, what
shall we say of the destrnction which is wrought on the young during the first eight
or. ten weeks of their lifeY From the time of hatching up to the sixth stage the
young lobster swims at the surface and becomes an easy prey to all surface-feeding

J It is uncertain what fish is here meant. The name is applied to the fresh-water genera OobitiB
and Lota.
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fish, some of which, like the menhaden,' roam about in vast schools, straining the
water as effectively as the towing net. During this period the lobster measures
from one-third to two-thirds of an inch in length, and is not only helpless in the hands
of its animate enemies, but is subject to a vast amount of indiscriminate destruction
from the forces of inanimate nature. (For the further consideration of this subject
see pp. 187-189.)

PARASITES, MESSMATES, AND DISEASES OF THE LOBSTER.

One of the two parasites known to infest the lobster is a trematode (Stichoco­
tyle nethropis). This was first described by Cunningham, who found it in the intestine
of the Norwegian lobster. It has recently been discovered in the American lobster
by Dr. Nickerson, to whom I am indebted for the following particulars. The larva
of this singular parasite, which is from 3 to 7 millimeters long, is found sometimes to
the number of 70 or more embedded in the mucons coat of the intestine about tbe
crecum, It is relatively rare, hardly more than 2 per cent of tbe lobsters which Dr.
Nickerson examined being infested by it. Its position at the binder end of the
alimentary tract seems to argue that it comes in by way of the anus rather than
through the mouth. Its final host is probably some species of fish which feeds upon
the lobster, but the adult trematode is unknown. It may prove to be of a different
species from the larva discovered by Cunningham.

The only other strict parasite which the lobster is known to possess is the large
Gregarine (G. gigantea) , which was discovered in the intestine of the European lobster
by Van Beneden, (194)

In 1853 Van Beneden (69) called attention to a small green worm which he found
on the eggs of the lobster, and which he supposed was a larva of Serpula. Later,
in 1858, he concluded that the animal was not a larva, but a fully developed indi­
vidual, which he called Histriobdella homari, placing it among the Hirudinea, (69).
Foettinger, a later student of this form (69), proposes to change its name to Histrio­
drilus benedeni, and concludes that is is an Enteroccelian, allied to Polygordius. It
is not a parasite in the strict sense.

Although parasites are rare, the lobster is encumbered with a great variety of
messmates, which attach themselves to the external shell.

Whenever the lobster is confined in inclosures, or compelled for any reason to
lead a sluggish life, the common barnacle fixes itself to the arched carapace and begins
to secrete its tent-like covering as securely as it might upon a stone; mussels of
various kinds insinuate themselves in convenient angles of the shell and joints, small
tunicates sometimes becoming attached firmly to the under side of the shell between
the legs. Tube-forming annelids, lace-like bryozoa, form incrustations in various
parts, and red, brown, and green algre often decorate the antennas and carapace with
long streamers which are waved with every movement of the animal. At each molt
the lobster of course frees itself completely from these troublesome companions.

1 Regarding the menhaden us an enemy of the larval lobster, I have consulted with my friend,
Professor J. I. Peck, who has made a very careful study of the habits of these remarkable fish. He
writes as follows: "I have never found lobster larvie in the stomachs of menhaden, and yet it must be
remembered that the localities whence my material was nearly all secured were brackish-water inlets.
Copepoda in all stages of growth are abundant and shrimp of the smallest size were common at New
Bedford, but in the material from Buzzards Bay I have never seen lobster Iarvre." He thinks that
the evidence can not be conelusive until menhaden are exammed which have fed both day and night
in localities which abound in lobsters.
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At the lobster pound in Vinal Haven, Maine, which I visited on August 26, 1893,
I examined a number of lobsters whose bodies and free appendages supported a
surprisingly varied flora. A bard-shelled female which I took out of the mud in
very shallow water was decorated with algm in a very striking fashion upon the upper
part of the body, the big claws, and antennas. The long whip-like "feelers" were
weighed down with fronds of the brown laminaria, or devil's apron, as shown in
fig. 118, plate 36. The common green lettuce (Uloa latuca) was sprinkled freely over
various parts, and barnacles had gained- also a foothold upon the shell. A frond of
laminaria, which was fixed to the side of the abdomen, was 7 inches long and 2 to 3
inches in width. Besides the larger fronds, th..re was a matted undergrowth upon
the antennre, composed of several species of algre and attached fungi. One of the
men employed at this pound said that he bad taken hard-shell lobsters with" kelp"
2 feet long growing upon the shell.

A lobster now in the Peabody Museum of Yale University was incrusted with
Nullipores, when it was captured in Nantucket in April,1880. This specimen was
a male and weighed about 10 pounds.

Mussels sometimes glue themselves in extraordinary numbers to the under sides
of the bodies of living lobsters, in places where the animal is unable to scratch them
off. A good illustration of this may be seen in the museum of the Peabody Academy
of Science at Salem, Massachusetts, where there is a male hard-shelled lobster about
12 inches long with fifty or more shells of the common JJIyi'iltls edulis attached to its
body. The shells of some of these bivalves are 1~ inches long. They have wedged
themselves between the bases of the thoracic legs, the plates of the tail-fan, and have
fastened themselves even to the bead between the antennre and about the eyes.

It is not uncommon to find the barnacle (Balanus balanoides), as we have already
seen, attached to the shell of both very old and relatively young lobsters (fig. 1, plate
1). The large Belfast lobster carried about with it several species of mollusks, as
well as barnacles and hydroids.

On July 15,1894, I fouud a lobster which had been kept for several days, or perhaps
for a longer time, in a floating car, with one of its eyes completely hooded by a colony
of bryozoa. Wheu set free, the eye appeared perfectly normal.

The messmates of the young lobster consist chiefly of fungi (of which bacteria are
the most characteristic) and of diatoms. Young lobsters captured at sea seem to be
peculiarly free from foreigumatterof every kind, but when the young of almost any of
the crustacea are confined they soon become clogged with solid organic or inorganic
floating particles and bacteria with which such material is invariably associated. The
hairs which garnish the body and appendages of crustacean larvre serve to gather
up and hold solid particles from the water, so that one of the first considerations in
the artificial rearing of crustacea is to give them as clean a water supply as possible.

I have seen larva; in the fifth stage of development literally covered with a mass
of diatoms (Tabelaria, Naoicula, etc.) like those found in the brown sediment at the
bottom of the jar in which they lived and in the undigested food contained in their
stomachs. Old lobsters, in which the molting period has become very infrequent,
are commonly the worst sufferers from enemies of this kind, but the physiological
condition of the animal is, as we have seen, the most important consideration.

The crayfish, which is devoured eagerly by numerous species of fish in fresh-water
lakes and rivers, both in this country and in Europe,is infested by Trematode worms,
which become encysted ill the tissues of the animal. Distomum nodulosum has been
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described from Cambarus propinquus by Wright and Linton, and Ward (198) has found
in the same crustacean still another species, Distoma opacum, "The cysts occupied
the space in the cephalothorax above the heart and sexual organs."

The" tomally " or liver of the lobster is free, so far as is known, from parasites
of all kinds, yet this is not the case with all the decapod crustacea. In June, 1885,
while dissecting the southern shrimp tPenaiu« setijcrus), I found numerous stages in the
development of a cestode worm, Tetrarlumch/u« (species undetermined), in the liver of
this prawn. The youngest were oval, about Ito inch in long diameter; the oldest
Iarvte measured I\- inch; they had a round, flattened body, an anterior segment or
neck, with four well-developed proboscides, and a "tail" of about equal Iengfh, and
unsegmented. Two pairs of bright red pigment spots were borne on the upper ante­
rior part of the body.

DISEASES OF TJ:IE LOBSTER.

There are no specific diseases to which lobsters are subject, so far as known, yet
they sometimes die off so rapidly as to lead one to suspect that they may have fallen
a prey to some contagious disease.

Mr. N. F. Trefethen, of Portland, Maine, who owns a lobster pound in South
Bristol, 35 miles east of Portland, relates the following experience: In May, 1893,
he placed 100,000 lobsters in this pound, the area of which is about B acres. Very
soon they began to die, and in, a few days all of them were dead. There were 12
to 13 feet of water in this ponnd at flood tide and not less than !J feet at low water.
The pound was probably very much overstocked, but it is difficult to understand why
these lobsters should have all died so suddenly, unless they were either poisoned or
attacked by disease.

In the summer of' 1889 a lobster with a large bunch on the side of the carapace
was captured in Vineyard Sound. On the top of this tumoid growth was a crater­
like depression covered with a membrane. This was probably a sore resulting from a
wound which the animal had received in the back, and which had failed to heal. .A.
similar case is mentioned by Rathbun (155).
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Chapter VII.-THE TEGUMENTAL GLANDS.

The shell of the lobster, as has been seen already (pp. 77, 78), is not a solid armor,
but is everywhere perforated by capillary' canals which open by minute pores at the
surface. One set of these ducts is called the hair pores. These lie immediately
beneath the hairs or setse of the shell. The other set constitutes the ducts of the
tegumental glands.'

The tegumental glands are very generally found in the decapod crustacea, and
they are more widely distributed over the body of the individual than almost any
other organ. Nevertheless their structure has never been accurately determined, and
almost nothing is known of their function. They lie in the dermis or in the connective
tissue and adjoining muscles immediately below the cuticular epithelium. They are
opaque, subsplierical 01: oblong, not usually over t mm, in longest diameter, and
each communicates with the exterior by means of a capillary duct, the entire length
of which-not including the part which traverses the cuticle-is probably not more
than -i16 mm. (cuts 4 and 5, pl. A., and fig. 208, pl. 4!J) and its diameter only rh· mm,
These minute organs are scattered all over the body and appendages; they are

.particularly abundant about the month and in the cesophagus, and Vitzou has found
them in the walls of the intestine of Palinurus (197). As he remarks, "one may
study these organs indifferently in a macruran or brachyuran, for they have the same
structure in both."

GENERAL STRUCTURE OF THE TEGUMENTAL GLAND.

The tegumental gland, wherever found, whether in the appendages or beneath the
skin of the body proper, has the structure shown in cut 5. It consists of a central
reticulate body or rosette, the exact nature of which is unknown. In the midst
of this there is a small cavity, which is continued into a short capillary duct. The
latter perforates the cuticle and thus places the organ in direct communication
with the exterior. Grouped about the rosette is a cluster of gland cells of various
shapes and sizes. Each has a broad base and tapering central end, which is united to a
process of the rosette. Each organ is supplied with a nerve and contains an eccen­
tric, bipolar cell, which resembles a ganglionic cell. One of the processes of the
latter joins the rosette, while the other unites with the nerve. Rarely two such cells
appear in the same organ. The duct and nerve usually issue from the gland together,
the former possessing apparently, for at least a part of its course, a thin sheath.
Each organ is usually surrounded with a delicate capsule, probably of connective
tissue, though it is not always possible to detect such an envelope.

I have seen no branching of ducts, each organ opening independently at the
surface, and I have not succeeded in determining with any degree of satisfaction the
relation which the nerve fibers bear to the gland cells.

I Similar structures have been called dermal glands, salival'y glands, and cement glands, 'Vhile itis
probable that they originate in the epidermis, it may be better to olassify them under the generio
term of tegumenta~glanllB,

In the work of this chapter, relating to histology and technique, I wish to acknowledge my
indebtedness to Professors Patten and WataBe for valuable suggestions.
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What is the function of these organs which are distributed so widely over the
surface of the body 'I It has been found that glands of a similar character playa part
in excretion. (Text-book of Comparative Anatomy, Lang, part I, p. 330.) Those found
in the oesophagus were regarded as salivary glands until the embarrassing fact was
discovered that they were also found in the walls of the intestine. Whenoccurring
in the swimmerets and ventral abdominal region of the female these organs have been
considered responsible for the liquid glue or chitin-like cement which is poured over
the eggs at ovulation, and have been accordingly called cement glands. It seems
probable that they have such a function, and I shall proceed to describe them in
detail as they occur in the lobster.

THE CEMENT GLANDS.

If we strip oft' the hard cuticle from the pleopod of a female lobster just before the
eggs are laid (fig. 144, plate 40), we will see thousands of opaque whitish bodies lying
upon the strands of muscular tissue. Each is a gland not more than all eighth of a
millimeter in diameter, and each opens to the exterior by a capillary duct which
pierces the cuticle. The grounds for attributing a cement-producing function to these
organs lie chiefly in their periodical changes coincident with the sexual condition of
the female, and in their absence or restricted occurrence in the pleopods of the male.
Their position upon the swimmerets also favors such a view. We can not look else­
where for such an organ, unless it is to the oviducts, and 1 know at present of no
evidence showing that the latter possess this function in the macrura.

CEMENT GLANDS. IMMEDIATELY BEFORE OVULATION.

As the time of oviposition draws near, the swimmerets of the female become
more and more opaque, especially along the free margins of their branches. At this
time a milky-white substance can be pressed out, upon removing the cuticle. This is
analogous to what Lereboullet observed in the crayfish (120), and is composed of the
glandular tissue.

At this period the glands have the appearance shown in plate 49, fig. 212. Stained
with the Ehrlich-Biondi anilin mixture the cells have a cloudy, granular appearance.
Their peripheral ends contain a coarser material, which takes a deeper red than the
central parts; the latter appear much lighter, and select and hold some of the green.
The distribution and appearance of the zymogen granules may be compared to that
seen in the pancreas of a well-fed dog, or the resting cells of the submaxillary gland.

An attempt to get a secretion from these glands while in this condition by stim­
ulating the nerve cord by induction currents was not successful, possibly owing to the
fact that these organs had not quite reached the stage of their periodical activity.

THE CEMEN1' GLAND IMMEDIATELY AFTER OVULATION.

The structure of the exhausted gland, taken shortly after the eggs are laid, is
illustrated by fig. 211, plate 49. If this is compared with fig. 212, which is treated in
the same way, we will find a marked difference in its cytological condition. A very
conspicuous zone of deeply stained zymogen granules surrounds the central rosette,
while the outer parts of the gland cells are poor in zymogen and stain but feebly.
This central darker zone is very variable in breadth, being sometimes reduced to a
thin circle, involving only the apices of the cells, and is often very sharply marked
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off from the rest of the cells. It should be remarked, however, that in two or three
days after ovulation (external eggs with segmented yolk) there is a striking lack of
uniformity in •.he condition of the glands, in many the central zymogen zone being
entirely absent. This may be due to the fact either that some of the glands recover
from exhaustion faster than others, or that they secrete unequally, or that some are
not roused to activity at all.

Fig. 210, plate 49, is from the swimmeret of a female which had probably recently
hatched a brood and was close upon the point of shedding. As may be seen, the
glands are much shrunken in size, the cells transparent and non-granular, as if they
were completely exhausted. This seems to be a perfectly normal case, but whether
it has any significance in respect to the molt I am not able to say.

HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE CEMENT GLANDS.

Cement glands have been described in numerous species of macrurous crustacea,
but their structure seems to have been imperfectly made out.

Oavolini,' according to Oauo (32), maintained that the cement came from the
oviduct, and Rathke (160) regarded the genital organs as the probable source of this
secretion. Erdl (62), in 1848, described three membranes in the egg of the lobster,
and considered the outermost of these to be the secreted product of the oviduct.

Lereboullet (120) barely escaped the discovery of the cement glands of the crayfish
in 1860, but correctly stated that the cement substance came from beneath the skin
of the under side of the abdomen. He had indeed communicated this discovery to the
Natural History Society of Strasbourg in 1852 (published in a note in L'Institut,
in 1853. See ref. 120.) As he says, zoologists had up to this time been almost mute
Upon this subject, some explaining the attachment of the ova to au extension of the
primary egg membrane, others, like Milne Edwards (58), to an albuminous secretion
from the epithelium of the oviduct. Lereboullet described a milky-white matter rich
in fat and nuclei, which is present in the epimeral rcgions of the abdomen of the
female crayfish at the time of oviposition, but is not found in the male at any period
of the year. He supposed that this substance oozed through pores in the cuticle,
coagulated in the water after fixing the eggs, and that all trace of it subsequently
disappeared until the next reproductive period.

The true source of this secretion was first recognized by Braun (22), who, in
1875, described cement glands in the crayfish. He showed that they consisted of
clnsters of cells, which open to the surface of the abdominal appendages by narrow
ducts penetrating the cuticle-a single duct to each cluster. A little later (23) he
figured and described these glands in the six species of decapods. Similar struetures
were fonnd in the carapace and resophagus. <Esophageal glands (Speicheldrtisen) had
been already seen in several species of crabs, such as Grapsu8 and E1-iphia 8pi1~ifron8,

and analogous structures were found in the labrum and maxilhe,
Vitzou, whose work was published in 1882 (197), found glands generally present in

the resophagus of all the crnstacea examined, and they appeal' in many of his drawings,
but no attempt seems to have been made to study their histology. The oesophageal
glands were extremely abundant in the lobster and Palinurus. The ducts are said to

I Memoria Bulla geueraztono dei pesci e dei granchi. Napoli,1787. I have not had access to this
work, and quote it upon the authority of Ouno,
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be sometimes united into groups of five or six, and in the intervals small hairs 1 occur
upon the surface of the cuticular lining.

Oano (32) devotes considerable attention to this subject, in a paper published in
1891, describing the distribution and structure of the cement glands in a large
number of deeapods. Bumpus attributes the "varnish-like layer" which surrounds
the ovum of the lobster after oviposition to a secretion which is supposed to come
from the columnar cells lining the oviducts (30).

In 1893 I gave a short and incomplete account of the cement glands of the
lobster (96). See also 97, note p. 79.

TEGUMENTAL GLANDS IN OTHER PARTS OF THE BODY,

I am not able to map the entire distribution of the tegumental glands, but have
found them in many parts. The labrum and metastoma are packed almost full (fig.
208, plate 49). In the latter the ducts open for the most part upon the side next the
mandible. We find them also in the basal stalk (protopodite) and respiratory plates
of the maxillas and maxillipeds, where they are already developed in the larval stages
(plate 29, figs. 59, 62), and in the flagella of the anteunte," The skin of the carapace
and abdomen abound in these organs, and they are clustered in large numbers about
the anterior lower margins of the former, just below the cervical groove, where the
surface of the shell is raised into prominences like a grater. The ducts of many of
these glands open into the respiratory cavity. I have also found a few of the organs
in the walls of the seminal receptacle.

In sections through the dorsal posterior surface of the carapace of a lobster nearly
ready to molt I find glands in precisely the same condition as shown in fig. 211, plate
49, where there is an inner deeply staining granular zone. Figure 208, plate 49, rep­
resents an organ from the metastoma, after maceration for three days in Bela Haller
mixture and staining in methylen blue. The duct, running in the nerve bundle,
shows very dearly and can be readily traced to the surface of the gland. By focusing
with care I was able to follow the tubular duct into the central lumen or space, so
characteristic of these organs. TIle relative number and distributiou of glands in
any part can be determined from macerated portions of the shell, as in fig. 170, which
represents the inner surface of the first maxilla.

By maceration and pressure the structure of the gland can be made out in most
of its details. In fig. 203, plate 49, the eccentric" ganglion" cell (s. e.) is seen to give off
two branches, one of which joins the rosette (R), while the other passes into the nerve
bundle, not shown in this' drawing. A single gland cell is still joined to a process
of the rosette by its attenuated central end. By rolling this specimen under the
cover slip I was able to confirm the relations here pointed out. In fig. 214, drawn
from a similar preparation, fewer glandular cells are detached, and but one process of
the "ganglion" cell is shown. In many instances r have noticed that the inner ends
of the gland cells have a very refractive, tubular appearance where they join the
central rosette (figs. 209, 213, etc., plate 49), as if they had been snapped off at this
point of delicate union. Figs. 206, 207 show a single gland cell drawn from opposite
sides, from a cement gland of a female with nearly ripe ovaries. Besides the promi-

1 I think it probable that ,the ducts of the glands really opell upon these" hairs," as they do in
the labrum. (See p, 133.)

2 I have seen them in the' outer flagellum only of 'the first antenna.
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nent nucleus at the peripheral end of this cell, there are two other bodies-one near the
tubular neck-which take up the stain like nuclei and are considerably refractive,
From the larger end of the cell (fig. 206) a slender process is given off (compare figs.
201,204 from the maxillai), which suggests a nerve fiber. All that I can say definitely
is that this process is tn continuity with the cell, probably with its wall. I did not see
many cases of a similar character.

EXPERIMENTS UPON THE SENSORY AREAS OF THE BODY AND APPENDAGES.

Before discussing the function of the tegumental organs in general, I will record
some experiments which were made to determine how the lobster reacts to stimuli
directed against the dead shell 0.1' cuticle.

The lobsters experimented upon were taken from the sea, placed on their backs
on a table, and allowed to remain in this position until quiet. At first they move
their appendages vigorously iu trying to right themselves, but soon come to rest. By
sprinkling them with sea water they may be kept fresh for experiment for a consider­
able time.

Various atiumli, such as electricity, heat, weak acetic acid, ammonia gas, clam juice,
were applied to different parts of the body, with a view to ascertain the most sensi­
tive areas where the quickest and most vigorous responses were given.

The degree of sensibility to external stimuli is surprisingly great in many cases,
where the skin of the lobster with its shelly covering seems quite as sensitive as that
of the frog. In other cases, however, the animal is much less responsive, a fact which
we may_attribute in some degree to the thickness of the shell.

To sum up the experiments in a general way, all or nearly all the appendages
react strongly to chemical stimuli, and in many cases the surface of the body is
capable of receiving and responding to stimuli of various kinds. If a jet of ammonia
gas is injected against the intersegmental membranes or appendages of the "tail," the
pleopods may be set in very lively motion and violent flexion of the whole abdomen
may follow. Direct the jet upon the anterior swimmerets, and the last three pairs of
walking legs are drawn backward and make scratching movements to remove the
offending object, reminding one of the motions of a "reflex frog" when its skin is
stimulated in a similar way.

The reaction is more violent when the stimulus is applied to the swimmerets than
When directed against the intersternal membranes. The seminal receptacle is very
8ensitive, and when stimulated the walking legs make violent scratching movements
toward it. If the. jet of gas is directed along the surface of the walking legs, the
reaction is usually greatest at their tips. .

If the extremities of the large chelre, especially the propodus, are touched by the
gas the claw opens and shuts. The first pair of antennre lire much more sensitive to
the stimuli than the second pair. If the jet is directed over the region of the mouth,
very violent chewing- movements are set up.

If the ammonium vapors be squirted on the dorsal surface of the carapace or
abdomen, a vigorous response is sometimes seen by the immediate movements of the
legs. Both males and females respond to the ammonia stimulus on the abdominal
appendages and intersegmental membranes.

Very similar reactions are obtained if a small piece of blotting paper wet with
weak acetic acid is used. In some cases no response is obtained if the wet paper is

1<'. C. B. 1805-0
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placed on the intersternal membranes of the abdomen, but if laid upon either the inner
sides of the pleura or upon the surfaces of the pleopods the reaction is more marked

If clam juice is placed on the mouth parts, as upon the flattened basal segments
of the second maxillas or first pair of maxillipeds, vigorous chewing movements are
immediately begun, and are continued for several minutes. If the stimulus is applied
to one side, the movements are at first restricted to that side only, but eventually, in
some cases, the appendages of the opposite side begin to move also.

If clam juice is dropped upon the swimmerets of the female, a response is usually
forthcoming, and the same is true if this stimulus be applied to the terminal segments
of the walking legs. In the case of the large chelre the response may be very slight.
In one instance, where three females and one male were experimented upon, the
abdominal appendages gave no response to clam juiee, but the mouth parts were
always extremely sensitive. In this case the pleopods gave a marked reaction when
touched with weak acetic acid.

As a rule, the pleopods of the female were more sensitive to the various stimuli
than those of the male. The abdominal appendages of the body give 110 reaction
when breathed upon, and show but slight sensitiveness to heat. Weak electrical
currents from an induction coil produce marked responses in the maxillre and first
pair of maxillipeds, and if the swimmerets are touched by the electrodes, violent
contractions of the flexor muscles of the abdomen speedily follow.

The preceding experiments would lead us to suppose either that certain areas of
the skin of the body and appendages are very sensitive to a 'variety of stimuli or
that the skin or parts below it possess special sense-organs. In either case, excepting
electrical stimuli, the organs must be reached by means of the canals which penetrate
the inert cuticle.

Since there are only two possible roads for the entrance of chemical stimuli-the
hair pores and the pores of the glandular ducts-the question is therefore raised
whether the glands possess a subsidiary sensory function. If it could be shown that
the setre of the carapace were not perforated at their tips, .it would be certain that
ammonia vapor could not enter them' and extremely probable that the reaction from
this chemical stimulus had its seat in the gland. I believe that these organs do
possess such a subsidiary function, and that this is shown to be the case by a study of
the sensitive labrum, in which hair pores and their corresponding setee are entirely
absent.

The function of the tegumental glands in various parts of the body has been a
subject of much embarrassment. Max Braun (22) thought that the cesophageal glands
of the crayfish were salivary organs. Vitzou inclines to acquiesce in this opinion,
but admits that the presence of organs of exactly the same structure in the walls of
the intestine (in Palinurus) is puzzling, to say the least.

Professor Patten (150) has recently discovered certain organs in Limulus to which
he attributes a sensory function. They have essentially the same strncture as the
tegumental glands of the decapod crustacea. There occurs in front of the mouth of
Limulus, on the middle line, a wart-like swelling, which Patten regards as the cuticular
portion of an olfactory organ. "Directly beneath the ectoderm", he says, there "are
a great many-at a rough estimate, from 1,500 to 2,000-clear, flask-shaped sense buds,
each of which is connected by a narrow neck with a cuticular canal," The structure

lWhere the setee are moist it might be possible for ammonium vapor or any other chemical
stimulus to reach the sensory cells by diffusion through the thin chitinous wall of the tubulur hair.
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of these "olfactory buds," their cuticular 'canal, gland-like cells, and large eccentric,
in this case multipolar, ganglion, prove conclusively that these organs are essentially
similar to the glands which I have described in the lobster. In discussing this subject
with Professor Patten we have always been mutually agreed upon this point. What
the function of these organs in all cases really is, may well be an open question. In
Limulus the lumen of the organ varied much in appearance, being more sharply
circumscribed in the young than in the adult, where it might be reduced or even absent.
The tubule was sometimes coiled and very brittle. It is "undoubtedly composed of
chitin, for, as with the gustatory tubules, it can still be seen in the cast-off shells of
immature specimens and in the fresh shells cleaned with potash." Tbe same is true
of the cuticular canals of the glands of the lobster, except that the tubule is always
apparently straight and is never effaced.

Lang (114) mentions some of the many cases in which glands have been described
in the body and appendages of various crustacea, attributing to some of these "der­
mal" structures an excretory function, a fact which, he says, may be proved by feeding
with carmine.

Unicellular glands (If a remarkable character have been described in the append
ages of various amphipods by Nebenski (140), Olaus, and others. Here they are found
in both sexes, but are confined in Orohestia to terrestrial species. Nebenski thinks that
in the latter they may serve a respiratory function by keeping the gills moist.

The glands situated in the mouth parts, when stained in Ehrlich-Biondi anilin
mixture, select the green with more regularity, the nuclei taking up the red. This,
however, may be due to slightly different methods of treatment in washing out the stain.

The differences between what appear to be the resting and active gland, illustrated
in figs. 212, 211, which are fairly characteristic of the swimmerets, immediately before
and after ovulation, respectively, should not be given undue importance, since these
conditions are met with, though less commonly, in other parts of the body.

Micro-chemical reactions point clearly to the glandular nature of the large periph­
eral cells of which these organs in certain places are composed. It is probable that
in the pleopods they are concerned with the secretion of cement, for the reasons
already given. What, then, is the function of the eccentric bipolar cell ¥ Is it a reflex
center for the gland, or is this a sensory cell which conveys impulses received from
without to a reflex center in the central nervous system governing the secretory
activity of the glandular cells ¥ If the former supposition were correct, another ques­
tion would remain to be answered: What are the organs of the sense of taste ¥ Tbe
remarkably quick responses which are obtained upon stimulating the mouth parts
immediately suggest the presence of gustatory organs. Such animals as the lobster
and crab undoubtedly possess the sense of taste, but no organs have yet been
described to which this function could be ascribed. Huxley says:

It is probable that the orayfish possesses something analogous to taste, and a very Iikely seat for
the organ of this funotion is in the upper lip and the metestoma ; but if the organ exists it possesses no
structural peculiarities by which it can be identified.

The labrum of the crayflsh, so far as I could ascertain from a single specimen
which I sectioned, contains 110 such glandular organs as occur in the lobster.

If it is inadmissible to regard any of the tegumental "glands" as gustatory
organs, we must conclude that no distinct organs of taste can be detected in this
animal, which has the power of discriminating its food. Is it possible, as Lemoine
suggested (118), that the sense of taste is in some species blended with that of smell
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and touch Y Lemoine, who experimented with the crayfish, found that even the thickest
parts of the carapace were sensitive, and that the parts which abounded in hairs were
the most sensitive. Touching the hairs determined the movement of the claws and
thoracic legs.

Milne Edwards considered the buccal cavity as the seat of the sense of taste, but
although the experiments made by Audouin and himself convinced him that the sense
was developed, he failed to find any special organs. (58, I, pp. 112-113.)

Lemoine experimented upon the buccal cavity, and especially the labrum, using
a great variety of stimulants, such as salt, pepper, tobacco, ammonia, and electricity.
He describes the labrum of the lobster, but, strange to say, did not discover the organs,
with which it is packed full. He found that the inner face of this body was extremely
sensitive. A nerve enters the labrum on each side. This gives oft' lateral twigs near
the point of entry and numerous terminal branches toward the median plane. He
supposed that these terminal filaments supplied the short hairs which were erroneously
supposed to cover the surface.

The setee of crustacea have tactile, auditory, and probably olfactory functions.
The sensory seta is hollow and stands over a canal, which penetrates the integument,
and a nerve fiber passes np into the lower part of the canal. (84.)

The organs of taste in insects, according to Lubbock, are modified hairs, situated
either in the mouth or on the organs immediately surrounding it. "Nine different
antennal organs have been described in the Hymenoptera. Some of these antenual
hairs serve as organs of touch and smell, and possibly for hearing also.

I have already called attention to the fact that while the pleopods are studded
with thousands of microscopic glands, these appendages in the male are almost devoid
of them. Their occurrence in the brachyura, where indeed they were first described
by Braun (23), might support the theory that they had, in such cases, a function to
perform independent of the production of cement, since it has been shown that the
crabs possess a special cement-forming organ in-the epithelial lining of the glandular
receptaculum seminis, We must therefore conclude that in the brachyura the work
of the glandular receptaculum seminis is supplemented by that of the pleopodal
glands, or that the latter possess another function.

On the other hand, Leydig (122) has maintained that there is a close relation
between gland cells and sensory cells. the two kinds of cells resembling each other ill
general structure and in the disposition of the cell contents. He found in the sensory
cells of the skin of some vertebrates what seemed to correspond to cuticular secre­
tions in gland cells. J

The gland of the type which we have been considering is undoubtedly a very
primitive organ in Arthropods. It has probably been modified to perform different
functions, with a minimal change of gross anatomical structure. What the function in
every case is we can not for the present Flay with any degree of certainty. While the
question is a puzzling one, it seems to me safer to regard all such structures, wherever
they occur, in cesopbagus, the intestine, the labrum, pleopods, or outer integument of
the body, whether in Decapods, Limulus, or in other forms, where they will doubtless
be discovered, primarily as glands. We may add that ill the labrum, and perhaps in
other parts of the external integument of the lobster, and in Limulus, they may have

lJickeli, according to Leydig, believes that in certain Hydropolyps which he studied sensory
cells are converted into gland cells. (11919.)



THE AMERICAN LOBSTER. 133

a secondary sensory fnnction. I have not examined the glands which occur in the
alimentary tract, and can not say whether they possess a precisely similar structure,

Upon the supposition that the tegumentary organs are never sensory in function,
we would have to conclude that the reactions which were obtained upon stimulating
the dead shell had their seat in sensory elements in the vicinity of hair pores, and that
the sensory hairs themselves are open at the tip, or at least have thin walls. I have
usually fonnd sensitive areas covered with setse,' and while these do not normally
open at the tip, the cuticle is so thin at this point that chemical stimuli might be readily
conducted through them.

There is, however, one organ which is very sensitive to chemical sti muli, and
which is entirely devoid of true setse in the adult animal. This is-the labrum or upper
lip. Its structure certainly favors the view that the peculiar tegumental organs which
it contains in such abundance may be the seat of the sense of taste.

There can be no doubt that the labrum is very sensitive to various stimuli, as
Lemoine clearly showed many years ago. In the specimens which I examined with
particular care no setse of the ordinary kind were present on either the upper or lower
sides, and the only direct channel for the passage of chemical stimuli from the surface
of the dead cuticle to sensitive structures below it were the ducts of the tegumental
glands. After the labrum had been cleaned by boiling it in a strong solution of potas­
sium hydrate, the cuticular structures were clearly demonstrated. The only seta;
present lie in four small rounded' clusters of 12 to 15 each, near the base of the labrum
and on its upper surface, where the cuticle has been reenforced by deposits of lime.
These setre are microscopic, measuring only one-tenth millimeter in length. Moreover,
each is traversed by a duct which apparently opens at the surface and without doubt
belongs to a tegumental gland. The upper surface of the labrum is abundantly
sprinkled in other places, especially about the tip, with the minnte pores of glands.
These are sometimes in clusters, and their aggregate number is very great. When we
examine the inner surface of the labrum we see it covered with sieve-like patches, each
sieve containing sometimes as many as 60 or 70 holes, the openings of tegumental
glands. At the anterior end these merge together so that the openings are exceed­
ingly numerous. (Compare figure by Lemoine, 118.)

Lemoine evidently mistook the ducts in the sieve-like areas for hairs, and has
figured them incorrectly. The ducts project from the inner surface of the cuticle,
(compare fig. 170) and in no instance were true setre or hairs present on any part of the
adult labrum.

Experimeutal evidence seems thus to point to the possession of a subsidiary gus­
tatory function on the part of tegumental organs of the labrum, and possibly of other
appendages about the mouth. This would Imply that the stimulating particles are
conveyed to the lumen of the organ, and thence to the central rosette. It would
of course be absurd to suppose that the apparently similar organs in many other
parts of the body, as in the carapace, possessed a similar function. While such a
conclusion is not perfectly satisfactory, it is at least worthy of consideration.

I The walls of the seminal receptacle contain very few glands, but are copiously supplied with
clusters of setie, As I have already shown, they are very sensitive to chemical stimuli.



Chapter VIII.-VARIATIONS IN COLOR.

In the study of the color of animals we must distinguish between (a) variations in
colors themselves and (b) variations in color patterns. The variation in colors, which
Bateson calls" substantive variation," may be the result of a physical or chemical
change and has no vital significance, like the change of yellow pbosphorus to the red
variety, of blue to red litmus, or of green to red pigments in autumn leaves and in the
shell of the living lobster when the latter is boiled. "Different colors," says Bateson,'
"are liable to different discontinuous variations; as instances may be mentioned black
and tan in dogs, olive brown or green and yellow in birds, red and blue in the eggs of
many Copepoda," etc. "Discontinuous color variation of this kind is one of the com­
monest phenomena in nature." The dark green and golden yellow in the eggs of several
species of Alpheus and many other maerura is a characteristic example (94). Such
changes can have no protective or adaptive significance.

Tbe color of the lobster> is primarily due to the presence of pigments, either in
solution in the blood or in the form of granules in the protoplasm of certain cells,
particularly the chromatoblasts, which lie beneath the cuticular epithelium. The
cbromatoblasts are richly supplied with blood, which flows in a system of irregular
sinuses through the spongy tissues underlying the epidermis.

In the adult lobster the shell is an opaque, dead substance, and the pigments
which give it color are excreted by the chromatoblasts lying in the soft skin which is
exposed upon removing the shell. This skin is flecked and mottled with scarlet, and
it takes only a simple magnifying glass to see that its color is due to the branching
pigment cells, accumulations of which correspond to the blotches of pigment on the
shell. The excreted pigments undergo physical and probably chemical changes in the
shell, and become of a very different color from that of the chromatoblasts.

Since the colors of the adult lobster reside in a dead body-the pigment layer of
the shell (see pp. 77-78)-it is evident that no changes of a vital nature can take place
after this is definitively formed. A young male, 10 inches long, drawn and colored from
life, is represented on plate 16, fig. 22. This may be taken to represent the average
color in lobsters with moderately hard shells.

NORMAL COLORATION.

There is no apparent sexual variation in the color of the lobster. The following
detailed description is drawn from a female 1()~ inches long, with elastic or " buckle"
shell and with nearly ripe ovaries.

'l'he general cast of color of the upper parts is dark bluish-green, mottled and
speckled with very dark greenish-black spots; tail-fan light greenish-olive; sides of
carapace brownish-olive, conspicuously spotted with small greenish-black spots; sides
of abdomen marked in the same way, spots not as numerous] no spots on upper
surface of uropods; large chelre above dark bluish-green, almost black, with suffusions
of orange on propodus; tubercles and spines bright red; spines of rostrum, antennm,

I Materials for the study of variation, treated with especial regard to dlsconttnuity in the origin
of species, by William Bateson. 1894.

" The color variations in the young are discussed on p. 184.
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pleura of third to sixth ahdominal segments, and of appendages generally, vermilion;
worn points of spines or worn surfaces of tubercles whitish; orange area of crushing
chela (on propodus) mottled with dark green; walking legs bluish-green; bright sky­
blue on basal joints, and tufts of setse reddish.

Tendon marks: (1) A large porcelain-like whitish spot at junction of the cervical
and branehio-cardiao grooves. Passing down the cervical groove are (2) numerous
white or greenish white spots; (3) a large irregular yellowish-white spot occurs in a
depression which lies about an inch behind the first antenna, and one-half inch from the
dorsal surface, measured vertically; (4)'a small white spot is seen about five-eighths
incb behind the second antenna and flve-sixteenths inch above the cervical groove.
These spots are very characteristic, and are more prominent in the young than in the
adults. They first become conspicuous in the fifth stage. (Compare plates 24,25.)

The edge of the carapace is scalloped opposite the appendages, probably an
adaptation for the movement of the legs; I largest scallops opposite the large chelipeds;
a wide seam-Iike border, disappearing behind, forms part of the lateral area of absorp­
tion (see p. 88); color of absorption area light blue; yellowish spots on either side of
second to sixth terga of pleon, most marked on second, third, and fourth segments.

Lower surface of large chelre reddish-orange; bright red at the tips; bluish-green
at edges, and on hinder parts of the propodus, and on the other joints; basal joints ot
smaller legs sky-blne varied with brownish-olive; wing-like pieces of seminal receptacle
bright blue; swimmerets flesh color, edged with reddish; intersegmental membranes
of abdomen nearly colorless; lower side of tail-fan brownish-olive; telson and uropods
edged reddish-brown; fringes of silky hairs of the same color.

There is generally an under tint of olive on the body verging into a greenish-blue
on the one hand or light reddish-brown on the other, the whole upper and lateral
surfaces being spotted or mottled with dark g-reenish-blue or blue-black, the spots
often confluent on the upper surface.

VARIATIONS IN COLOR.

The coloration is uniform in plan, but exceedingly variable in details, much more
so than we see in the case of the intricate color patterns of many insects. The bril­
liancy and purity of the shell pigments depend largely upon the age of the shell or its
condition with respect to the molting period. The pigments are usually most brilliant
immediately after the molt, when the cnticle is thin and translucent, and dullest just
before ecdysis begius, when the old shell encumbers the body.

'I'he pigment cells themselves, which, as we have seen, reside in the skin or immedt­
ately below it, are subject to vital changes, but when the shell is once hardened the
color of the animal is fixed. It is certain, however, that nnder the action of light,
or from other causes, the shell pigments undergo molecular or chemical changes.
Men wbo handle lobsters have frequently observed that when they are exposed in
shallow cars to unusually intense light they become decidedly bluer in color. I
recently witnessed a very interesting demonstratiou of this fact. The fishermen at
Menemsha, at the western end of Vineyard Sound, saved all the egg-bearing lobsters
which they caught in June, 1894, for the hatchery of the Fish Oommission, placing them
in a floating skiff, covered only with netting and thus exposed to the full glare of the
sun. Toward the last of the hatching season, when operations in the hatchery had
----------------------------

1 'I'he development of the carapace shows that those notches have nothing to do with the primi­
tive segmentation of the body.
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ceased, I made no visits to Menemsha from June 22 until July 16, when I found about
a dozen lobsters in the car, where they had been imprisoned from two to three weeks.
They were without exception of a brilliant blue color, and were very conspicuous
when placed with other lobsters recently taken in the Sound. 'l'hey were all old-shell
females, most of which had hatched their eggs and were approaching their molting
time. All the green pigment of the shell had become light cobalt-blue, which, inter­
spersed with the usual Naples yellow tints, gave them a very striking appearance.

According to the observations of MacMunn (132), the coloring of the skin of the
lobster (Astacu-8 gammarus) and crayfish (Potamobius jluviatilis) is due to the presence
of ehromogens, which are converted on very slight provocation, as by dehydration,
oxidation, or some molecular change, into a red lipochrome, resembling rhodophan,
Everyone is familiar with the wonderful change of color which the adult lobster under­
goes when boiled,' and according to MacMunn the beautiful blue pigment of the larval
lobster is converted by alcohol into a true lipochrome.

Alcohol quickly converts the chromogens in the lobster's shell into lipochromes,
and dissolves them at the same time. This is well seen in recently molted lobsters,
where the colors are very brilliant. When placed in alcohol, the soft-shelled lobster is
first reddened, and then in a short time completely bleached, while a lobster with a
hardshell treated in the same way will retain some of its color for a long time, if not
indefinitely. The same changes are seen when the dark-green eggs are treated with
alcohol or boiling water.

The lipochromes are pigments of a very wide distribution .in the living world,
occurring in green leaves, in yellow flowers and fruits, and it is said that the ver­
tebrate retina, "egg-yolks of different species of animals, the yellow, green, or red
pigmented integuments of various invertebrates and vertebrates from fishes to birds,
owe their coloration, with few exceptions, to dissolved, granular, or diffusely distributed
Iipochromes." (132, p. 95.)

Lipochromogens are found in a natural state in the gastric glands, blood, soft skin
(as the blue prismatic eyano-crystals, which are reddened by alcohol or by boiling), and
in the exoskeleton of crustacea. l\facMunn is of the opinion that they are "built up in
the digestive gland and carried in the blood current to be deposited in other parts of the
body." (132, p. 62.) If this is true, it would not be remarkable if the color of the animal
were affected by the nature of its food, yet this does not seem to be often the case.

The following substantive variations have been met with: (1) Blue lobsters, in
which the prevailing color is blue; (2) red lobsters, which are pure red or reddish-yellow;
(3) cream-colored lobsters, characterized by the almost entire absence of color; (4) we
should also add black lobsters, to include possible cases of melanism, where the colors
are extremely dark. A specimen of this kind was reported to me at Beal Island, near
West Jonesport, Maine, where a fisherman recently captured, in 3 fathoms of water
among the eelgrass, a lobster about 6 or 7 inches long with moderately hard shell and
almost jet-black. He supposed at first that it was covered with coal tar. It did not
appear to be preparing to molt. Malard (133) speaks of meeting with cases of melanism
in crabs, where in consequence of a lesiou of the skin the crab becomes entirely black­
"charbonue," as the sailors describe it.

1 In France the lobster, Astaous gammarus, is said to be called the "red cardinal of the sea," and
the Norwegian lobster, Nethrop» norvegicu8, I am informed by Dr. Lonnberg, is called by the fishermen
in Sweden Kejsar hwmmer, or emperor lobster, on account of its color and spines.
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Changes in color pattern are more elusive. There is (1) the normal variety, in
which the upper part of the body is mottled with green, blue. and cream color; (2)
spotted or "calico" lobsters, the coloration of which is a bold pattern of green and
light-yellowish or' cream-colored spots; (3) pied or parti-colored varieties, in which
the contrast of tints is abnormally pronounced. This may perhaps be better classed
under substantive variation. The changes are due apparently to vital or physiological
causes, which have at least no adaptational significance.

We will presently consider in more detail the variations which have just been
enumerated, but must first speak of the eggs.

COLOl~ OF 'rHE EGGS.

The eggs of the lobster furnish ~l, good example of substantive variation. The
body of the animal is opaque, so that it is affected but little by the color of the ovaries,
and not at all when seen from above, by that of the external eggs.

The freshly laid ovum is of a dark green (fig. 24, pI. 17), sometimes almost black,
color, due to the presence of a dissolved lipochromogen. The golden-yellow variation,
which is often associated with dark green, as in the eggs of Alpheus heterochelis and
A. saulcyi (.94, p. 375), has never been observed, but occasionally the ova are of a light,
almost pea-green color, or some tint between this and very dark green. Rarely the
new eggs are light grayish green. I received a lobster from Woods Hole in December,
with external eggs of a very light greenish straw-color. (See fig. 23, pl. 17.) These
were in an early stage of development, and had been laid but a few weeks. It was
the most striking color variation in the ova which I have yet seen. Such changes as
these can not. be interpreted as having any adaptational significance.

If the eggs are treated with hot water, alcohol, or other killing reagents the green
lipochromogen is qnickly converted into red lipochrome. When the water is heated
gradually the red color appears slowly, and it is interesting to observe that if these
red eggs are now plunged into cold water the green color is restored. This change
may be somewhat analogous to the breaking up and reconstruction of the blue com­
pound of starch and iodine upon the successive application of beat and cold, and to the
variation in color which sometimes appears ill the living animal at the time of the molt.
Soon after the water has been brought to the boiling point the red color becomes
permanent.

BLUE LOBSTERS.

Lobsters of a deep, almost uniform ultramarine color are sometimes met with and
never fail to attract attention.' The color, which is often of a rich indigo along the
middle of the upper part of the body, shades off into a brighter and clearer tint on
the sides and extremities. Tbe upper surface of the large claws is blue and purple,
faintly mottled with darker shades, while underneath is a delicate cream tint. The
under parts of the body tend also to melt into a light cream color, and this is also true
of the spines and tubercles of the shell and appendages, which are usually bright red.

A lobster of the foregoing description was caught off Hurricane Island by Thomas
Garrett, in April, 1874. It was a female, had II hard shell, and weighed about 2 pounds.
A very bright blue lobster was taken at Grand Mauan, Maine, in August, 1893.
- - ---- --- - • --- 0 __-.---- _

I DeKay (51) speaks of a variety of lobsters called Bluebucks, but his nnpresstous thltt they are
derived from one part of the coast, that they have thin shells, and that they are chiefly seeu In early
May, were all erroueous. He also remarked that they were highly prrzed by epicures.
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I have never seen a blue lobster of perfectly uniform tint or without markings
on the shell; yet lobsters which very nearly answer this description are occasionally
taken, according to abundant testimony. Passing from this condition, there is a graded
series of colors, from the decidedly blue to the distinctly blackish or bluish green.

There is a well-preserved skeleton of a blue lobster in the museum of the
Peabody Academy of Science at Salem, Massachusetts. 1 This specimen is a male,
11~ inches long, and has a hard shell. The carapace is deep indigo above, but lighter
on the sides with rather faint spots of light blue. The "tail" is of a purplish cast,
with fine spots or marbling of dark blue. The large claws are purplish above, with
abundant darker blotches, while they are cream-colored below, with some fine blue
spots. The other legs are cream-colored, washed or speckled with blue.

Mr. J. W. Savage received at Boston, in June, 1893, about a hundred exceptionally
blue lobsters from Nova Scotia. They bad" hard shells," and would average Iilpounds
each in weight. As he expressed it, "they were as blue as bluejays." In April of
the same year Mr. A. P. Greenleaf, of Boothbay, Maine, received also from Nova
Scotia, as be informed me, two thousand or more very blue lobsters, He says that
the usual spots and other markings of the shell were not conspicuous, and that the
colors were so bright that he was almost afraid to ship them to market. A female
egg-bearing lobster from Nova Scotia, which I examined in September, was of a dull
Ieaden blue color over the whole upper part of the body. The lateral edges of the
carapace were sky- blue, the claws very dark, almost black, above, and dull red below.
I have already referred to the bluing of lobsters (p. 135), which is due to either a
physical or chemical change in the shell pigments and has no adaptational significance.

Blue crayfishes described by Lereboullet (119) were "of an azure or cobalt color
more or less intense; the claws deeply colored; the legs paler, and the lower parts of
the body of a pale red." He thought that the shell contained three kinds of pigment­
red, blue, and green, and that in the-red and blue varieties one of these pigmeuts was
excessively developed.

RED LOBSTERS.

Occasionally red living lobsters are seen, which are very rarely as bright in
color as those which 'have been boiled. Mr. F. W. Collins, of Rockland, Maine, had
a lobster of this variety in September, 1890. It was taken in Dyers Bay, near Jones­
port, Maine. It had a hard shell, and when in the floating car with other lobsters
was very conspicuous for its bright color.

Mr. S. M. Johnson informs me that lobsters of this interesting color variety are
met with "more or less frequently." Speaking of one which was obtained in 1892, he
says that "although taken by itself the color was somewhat paler than the ordinary
boiled lobster, yet if put with others that had been borled it would have been hard to
distinguish the difference."

Through the kindness of Messrs. Johnson and Young I received 011 April 9,1894,
a remarkably perfect specimen of a red lobster, of which I have made a drawing
colored as accurately as possible from life (plate 16, fig. 21). It was alive and active
when it reached Cleveland, had a fairly hard shell, was without external eggs, and
measured na inches. Except in color, it was perfectly normal. It was caught in the
vicinity of Mount Desert, Maine. The ovaries, which were immature, were of a light-

, I had the privilege of examining this and other specimens in the museum through the courtesy
of Mr. John Robinson, treasurer of the Peabody Academy of Science.
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green color. Messrs. Johnson and Young' consider this variety very rare, since they
have seen but one other in which the red color was so bright and uniform in life.

The color of this animal, as shown on plate 16, was very brilliant. There was not
the slightest trace of any blue or green pigment about any part of it, except at some
of the articulations, nor of any other color except a light-reddish russet or orange.
The eyes, however, possessed the usual black pigment, and on this account were
exceptionally prominent. The flagella of the antennre, the tips of the walking legs, and
posterior margins of the tail-fan were brilliant red. The color on the upper surface of
the large claws was rather brighter red than on the lower. A good idea of the natural
color of this lobster may be had by imagining the color of the whole animal to be of
the orange-red tint which is normally seen on the under side of the large claws.

The spines were not brighter red than the other parts, but were worn white at
the tips, as is usually the case. The seue over the various parts were of the usual
reddish-brown color. The color of the carapace may be described as light orange-red,
covered with a reticulate or very delicately lined pattern of darker red, and mottled
with white, The light spot which is seen midway between the roots of the second
pair of antennre and the cervical groove was very large, as were also the whitish
tendon-marks of the cervical groove itself.

The sternal calcified portions of the animal were snow-white, washed faintly with
orange-red. The seminal receptacle, WhICh is usually bright blue, was pure white; the
swimmerets very translucent and faintly tinged with red; under side of tail-fan a
uniform pale reddisborange.

'I'lns seems to be a remarkable case of a discontinuous color variation, which is
the result of a chemical change similar, III all probabilIty, to that whicb occurs after
death, as when the animal is boiled.

Lereboullet (119) says that a red variety of the crayfish was found in certain
streams in the Rhine valley. It was usually small, though sometimes of the average
size. "They are all of a uniform brick-red color, without spots, and resemble cooked
crayfishes perfectly; the legs and lower parts of the body are always very pale."

OREAM-COLORED LOBSTERS.

A light cream- colored lobster, without any darker spots visible upon it, was cap­
tured at North Waldoboro, Maine, about 1882. It was between 10 and 11 inches long.
I saw this specimen, but not until it had been preserved in alcohol.

Mr. J. W. Fisher, of Eastport, Maine, informed me that ill the winter of 1893 a
lobster was caught at Deer Island, Maine, which was 11 inches long and of a light
cream-color. It appeared very white in the water. There were no visible spots or
markings upon it. A lobster of similar appearance was taken in Boston Harbor by
Mr. J. W. Savage, in August, 1892. The under side of the claws was light red, which
was not intensified upon boiling.

Perfect albino lobsters, without trace of natural pigment in the eyes, or parts of
the exoskeleton, have never been captured. "Albinism," or the various stages of an
approach toward this condition met with among crustacea, are, according to Malard
(133), in all probability but particular cases 'of adaptive coloration. It seems to me
far more likely that such cases are primarily non-adaptive. In the lobster there has
been a degeneration, and in some cases a final loss of pigment. This may be the last
of a series of changes which we see begun in the live red lobster. The latter is no
more or less protectively colored than the former.
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A specimen of a gray lobster (Astaous gamrnarus) was described at a meeting of
the Societe Philomathique of Paris, on December 12, 1891, by M. Martin. It was
captured at St. Vaast-la-Hougue, in a trap with several perfectly normal lobsters.
The dorsal part of the carapace of the abnormal specimen was of a dark yellowish­
green color, with greenish.black spots. The green color disappeared rapidly on either
side of the dorsal median line, the yellow remaining, and passing into almost pure white
on the sides. There was not the least trace of marbling and none of the pronounced
blue color of the average lobster. The pleon was yellowish-green above, and yellow
on the sides. Large irregular spots of a deep bluish-black color ornamented each
segment, even in the dorsal parts, but without forming the usual marbled pattern.

Martin rejects the hypothesi:'> that this deficiency of color may be due to the
absence of light, supposing the lobster to have lived in a dark crevice in very deep
water, and regards this variation as adaptive, a conclusion which seems to me
gratuitous. He says, in a note, that M. Bietrix, of Ooncarneau, had a white lobster,
kept in a pond, which recovered its blue color at the next molt. A young male of
Alpheus sa1tloyi, which I once kept for several days in an aquarium, molted and lost
completely the bright vermilion color of its claws. (94, p. 381.)

Oasual or temporary decoloration occurs in many species of crustacea, as in Oan­
cer pagarus, of which Malard (133) says that he has met with many cases of young
individuals living under stones in old oyster parks in the island of Tatihou, while the
permanent absence of pigment is characteristic of certain well-known burrowing
crustacea which live in the sand, such as Hippa, Oallianassa, and, Gebia, It is doubtful
if the entire absence of pigment in such a form as Callianassa can be regarded as
adaptive; first, because the animal burrows, and is for the most part concealed; and
secondly, because its whiteuess makes it a more conspicuous object on the sand than
it might otherwise be. This condition may, however, be the last term in a series of
changes, some of which were distinctly adaptive.

VARIATIONS IN COLOR PATTERNS.

SPO'l'TED LOBSTERS.

The spotted lobsters-" calico," or "leopard lobsters," as they are variously called
by fisbermen-exhibit an interesting and striking coloration, which is somewhat rare.
They appear to be occasionally captured, however, all along the coast. An experienced
fisherman at Rockland, Maine, said that he usually took one or two of this variety in
the course of the season.

There is a well-preserved spotted lobster in the museum of the Peabody Academy
of Science, a female with hard shell, 11~ inches long. The whole upper part of the
body is of a light-yellow color, with purplish blue pigments (in the dried shell) so
arranged as to give a spotted or marbled appearance.. The light-yellow spots on the
carapace vary much in size and shape, the largest being half an inch in diameter and
of a slightly irregular, rounded contour. The spots are confluent at the binder end of
the carapace, where they form a marked yellowish area. On the sides of the carapace
the spots are small and tend to flow together, The" tail" is marbled above with
irregular yellow spots, in excess of the darker color. The tail-fan is yellow, beauti­
fully mottled with reddish-purple. The appendages are spotted in the same way, light
yellow predominating. The large claws are dark purplish-red above, with obscure
spots; but on the under side, they are of the usual bright reddish-orange color,
spattered with purple.
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P AR:I'I-COLORED VARIETIES.

Once in a while a lobster is caught which exhibits a remarkably abnormal colora­
tion. A lobster which would weigh about 2 pounds was captured near Long Island,
Portland Harbor, about the year 1886. One half of the body was light yellow, clearly
defined up to the middle line of the back from the color of the other half, which was
bright red. There were no spots on the shell. This specimen was exhibited in Boston,
and afterwards sent to Professor Baird.

De Kay mentions a similar case (51).' He says:

In .Iuue, 1840, I saw in the Fulton Market a lobster which was of two colors, distinctly separated
by a medial line from the tip of the rostrum to the middle extremit;y of the plate of the tail. One side
of the body and all the members were of a light sky-blue, and tho other of tho usual olivaceous green.

Mr. S. M. Johnson informs me that it is not uncommon to get a lobster in which a
part of the body is pale red while the rest is normal in color, and that a few years ago
he had a specimen in which this difference in color was marked by the line running
through the middle of the back, and that even one-half of each "feeler" was light
and the other dark.

Buckland (28) mentions the case of' a half' "albino" lobster, which he received in
May, 1868. He says:

One side of the barrel was blue and the other was white. The blue turned red on boiling, but
the white did not. There appeared to he no pigment in the white part of the shell.

Boeck (20, p. 225) says that in 1868 he found a lobster near Haugesund, one half
of which was of a greenish-black and the other of a light-orange color, there being a
sharp and clearly defined line, which ran lengthwise and divided the shell into two
parts of equal area. This closely resembles the odd variations which we have just
noticed in the American species.

Lovett (128) has described a number of color variations in lobsters from the
island of Jersey. One which is particularly mentioned-a female with eggs-was of
a pale lavender color, with a mauve spot on the carapace and with bright blue claws.
The usual mottled markings on the sides of the thorax were rather indistinct. He
speak!' also of having observed a full-grown female with eggs of a pale-reddish color,
with bright anteunre.

Carrington and Lovett have described the great chromatic adaptability of the
common green crab, Oarcinus mamas (35).

Boeck says that the European lobster, taken .near the mouths of fiords in Norway,
is lighter in color than is usual, while farther ont to sea it becomes much darker.

Malard thinks that these peculiar color variations are due to the loss of certain
pigments, in consequence of insufficient light, in the deep grottos or rocky crevices
where the lobsters may have lived.

Protective coloration and chromatic adaptability to the immediate environment
are common to a larg-e number of the crustacea. It seems to be least observed in
the highest representatives, the Brachyura, According to Malard this chromatic
adaptation is effected either (1) chemically, by the modification of pig-ment under the
direct action of light, or (2) physiologically, by the action of pigment cells stimulated
by light, indirectly through the eyes and oentral uervous system.

Ponchet has made some interesting observations (see 133) on the variations of color
in the common shrimp, Palsemon. It was found to be most variable when 3 to 4 em, in
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length. When captured by the fishermen they are nsually of a rose or delicate lilac
color, but lose these .tints or become of a light-yellowish hue when kept in vases with
white bottoms. In black vases they turn to a deep brown. These effects are produced
by the reaction of two kinds of' pigments, the cyanic pigments which are generally in
a state of solution, and the pigments of the xanthic series (red, orange, and yellow),
by the action of the ohromatoblasts. Malard states that J ourdain has shown that if
the eyes are removed and the animal is kept ill darkness, a red color is always obtained.

Certainly, one of the most striking cases of protective coloring met with in the
crustacea is that of the inhabitants of the floating islands of sargassum which are
encountered in the Gulf Stream or along its borders. This alga is of a dirty yellowish­
brown color, often flecked with white, when its floats are incrusted with the bleached
skeletons of bryozoa. This appearance is emphasized by the numbers of goose bar­
nacles which are attached to the fronds. A small crab which is an important colonist
of these islands is brown, with a large snow-white spot on its back; and the shrimp,
of which there are several species, are colored in a similar manner, the body being
dappled with brown and white.

We must place m another category the gaily dressed shore crab of the West Indies,
Gegarcinu8 ruriooia, whose brilliant hues and bizarre coloration are clearly without
protective significance. This beautiful crab burrows in the mangrove swamps at about
the level of high water, and is very common throughout the Bahama Islands. After
a drenching rain the green boughs of the mangrove suddenly blossom out with crabs.
Some of them have crimson legs, a dark purple body, with a large yellow spot on each
side of the carapace, while in others these colors are reversed. Others again are
nearly black, or the carapace is orange or straw color, flecked or marbled with purple,
in an endless series of patterns, so th3:t no two are alike. It is possible that this is
an example of warning coloration, such as is seen in many gaudy insects, serving to
protect them from the assaults of birds and other enemies, or it may be a case of
substantive variation, without any vital significance.

The colors of deep-sea animals which live in total obscurity can not be of any
utility to the animal as a source of protection. The colors may be very brilliant-red,
scarlet, orange, rose color, purple, violet, and blue being frequently reported-but
they appear to be developed quite independently of the light. It has been shown by
experiment with sensitive photographic plates that luminous rays do not penetrate
ordinary sea water to a greater depth than 400 meters. In depths of 50 fathoms
or more there might be an appreciable amount of light on clear days, but even then,
when the water was loaded with sediment and the bottom composed of dark materials,
it seems hardly probable that colors would have any protective value whatever.

The normal colors of the lobster, which are spread like a mantle over its whole
upper surface, tend undonbtedly to screen its movements while crawling over a weedy
or rocky bottom. The absence of all color or a more generous display of bright
pigment would make it a more conspicuous object, especially upon sandy bottoms in
shallow water, which it is usually careful to avoid in the daytime. The vivid red of
the claws appears to be overlaid by a darker pigment in spots, particularly on the
upper surface. The under side of the pleon, which rests upon the bottom when the
tail is not folded, is very meagerly supplied with pigment, as is usually the case with
marine animals which inhabit the bottom.



Chapter IX.-VARIATIONS IN STRUCTURE.

Deformities in the adult stages of the higher crustacea center chiefly in the large
claws, which are more subject to mutilation than any other parts, owing to their
constant use as weapons. We will therefore consider first the variations in these
appendages.

NORMAL VARIATIONS IN THE LARGE CLAWS.

Aristotle (4) says of the claws of the lobster: "In the Astaci alone it is a matter
of chance which claw is the larger, and this is in either sex." The difference between
the right and left claws is greatest in the small fiddler-crabs where, as in Gelasimus,
the large claw, according to Bate, can not reach the mouth, a power which it must
have originally possessed.

It seems, as Aristotle remarked, a matter of chance whether the crushing-claw is
on the right or left side of the body; but this is not really the case. I have shown
that in Alpheus saulcyi,' where the large crushing-chela can be recognized even before
the animal is hatched, the members of a brood are either right- handed or left-handed,
that is, have the crushing-claw on the same side of the body.. This seems to be a case
of direct inheritance from the parents, though not enough data were collected to settle

. this point. (For a statement of the facts, so far as they are known, see 94, p. 376.)
The large claw occurs about as frequently upon the right side of the body as upon

the left, without distinction of sex, as shown by the following table, embracing 2,433
individuals:

Crushing I Crushing \noth clawsSex. claw on claw on
right side. left side. similar.

Males ........................ 562 628 1
Females ..................... 602 638 2

'I'ota! .................... 1,164 1,266 3

ABNORMAL VARIATIONS IN THE CLAWS.

SIMILAR CLAWS DEVELOPED ON BO~'H SIDES OF THE BODY.

A variation sometimes occurs in which the normal differentiation of the great
claws is wanting. Both claws are similar, developed either for cutting or crushing. I

In examining over 2,400 lobsters, only 3 were found in which this abnormal variation
was present. It is, therefore, undoubtedly rare, and apparently has never been
previously described. Before examining these cases in detail it will be best to notice
the normal characteristics of the claws. This description is taken from a female­
length, 11 inches; weight, 24 ounces-with hard shell (compare fig. 20a, plate 15):

Orushing.claw: On right side; seven marginal spines on propodus, third spine
(from peripheral end) depressed; a small spine opposite the latter on upper side of
propodus. There is a small tubercle on the upper side of propodus, near articulation of
dactyl; in a corresponding situation below there are two tubercles, one considerably
--_._-----------------
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smaller than the other; a small tubercle on upper side of propodus, on outer margin,
near carpus. There is considerable variation in the number and prominence of these
processes, particularly the marginal ones.

Gutting-claw; Six marginal spines on propodus, second and fifth depressed; other
processes present, as in corresponding claw.

ABNORMAL VARIATION.-(l) Female; length, 10i inches; hard shell; cutting­
claws on both sides similar; Woods Hole, Massachusetts, March, 1894.

Right cutting-claw: Small tubercles of propodus, near nactyl, wanting.
Left cutting-claw: 'I'ransverse scar-like groove on propodus, at level of articulation

of dactyl; one small tubercle on upper surface of propodus, Ileal' dactyl; two very minute
ones below; five marginal spines, third bent inward, rest turned forward and upward.

(2) Female; length, 10k inches; hard shell.
Right cutting-clau;: Five marginal inner spines on propodus, third depressed; no

small tubercles near joint of dactyl present.
Lift mdting.claw: A little smaller than right; 5 marginal spines, none depressed;

one small tubercle on lower side of propodus near dactyl.
(3) Male; length, 10 inches; hard shell; both claws relatively small, having been

regenerated; length of propodus, 3~ inches. (Plate 14, fig. 19, from photograph.)
Right cutting-claw: Seven marginal spines, second and fourth depressed; one

small tubercle on under side of propodus, near dactyl.
Left cutting-claw: Five marginal spines, second depressed; one very small tubercle

on upper side of propodus Ileal' dactyl; two very minute ones below.
There seems to be about as much variation as regards the details here mentioned

in normal symmetrical claws as in the abnormal symmetrical ones, and it is probable
that in either case the conditions met with are to some extent congenital.

DIVISION AND REPETI1'ION OF APPENDAGES.

The curious monstrosities which occur in the appendages, particularly in the large
claws of the lobster, have attracted the attention of naturalists for a long time. They
were noticed by Von Berniz (17) over two hundred years ago, and some good figures of
the deformed claws of the crayfish were published by Rosel in 1755 (168). A careful
review of crustacean deformities, concerning the lobster in particular, was g-iven by
Faxon in 18~1. His paper was accompanied by valuable figures and a bibliography
(66). The general subject of variation as i1 affects the appendages of arthropods has
been recently treated in a masterly manner hy Bateson in his invaluable work on
variation.' The variations which concern the crustacea, particularly the decapods, are
fully described and illustrated, with references to the abundant literature. Bateson
shows that in most of the cases of supposed duplication of limbs in both insects and
crustacea the extra parts are double instead of single, as where two dactyls are
formed at the extremity of the claw instead of a complete claw consisting of dactyl
and propodus. He has also formulated certain principles according to which super­
numerary appendages make their appearance in secondary symmetry. If the normal
appendage which bears the extra ones is a right leg, "the ne rer of the extra legs is
a left and the remoter a right."
_._--------- ------

I Materials for the study of variatiou treated with especial regard to discontinuity in the origin
of species, by William Bateson, 1894.
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The monstrosities noticed in the chelipeds of the lobster are mainly the result of
a secondary outgrowth from one of the two terminal joints. Barely the appendage is
duplicated or triplicated; a case of the crayfish is reported with three extra claws
(see Bateson, p. 537). In some cases the extra appendages are perfectly formed, while
in others deformation has been carried to excess, resulting in irregular branching
processes or grotesque contortions. Injuries to the claws are excessively common,
while duplication of parts is rare. Defective or deformed claws, the result of injuries
(see figs. 194, 198) in different stages of repair, are met with every day by dealers,
While thousands of lobsters may be examined without meeting a single ease of repeti­
tion or duplication of parts.'

If the tips of the claws are snipped off near the articulation of' the dactyl, the
lost parts are restored (see p. 105) as we have seen at the next molt. 'I'his restora­
tion is often perfect, bnt not always so. The condition seen in fig. 198 might have
been caused by a pinch and arrest of growth while the claw was soft (before the last
molt), or by the unequal growth from a stump, the end of the propodus having been
cut off by an enemy just before the shell was cast. In the latter case the member
could be only partially 'restored, and unequal growth would account for the distortion.

The dactyl shown in fig. 194 has probably had a similar history. All such cases
are the results of regeneration after injury, This can not be said of such a specimen
as that represented by fig. 189, where the dactyl bears upon its inner margin near the
tip a small conical prominence. This is smooth and is separated from the tip of the
dactyl by a shallow groove, as if there had been a normal bifurcation or divisiou at
this point. What the primary cause of such a growth or swelling may be is not known,
but it is impossible to suppose it to be the result of injury.

With the appearance of such a simple outgrowth a progressive series of' changes
seems to take place with every molt, such as is illustrated by figs. 189-193, plate 47.
With the growth of the animal, the superadded part, whether it be upon dactyl or
propodus, seems to be shifted at each molt farther and farther back upon the claw, and
meantime, in most cases, to undergo fission in a vertical (figs. 190, 191) or somewhat
oblique plane (figs. 187, 188). This fission apparently proceeds until one or both of the
supernumerary dactyls are entirely separated (figs. 192, 193). The opposing edges of
these become gradually toothed, so that each is almost au exact copy of the original
(see especially fig. 193, plate 47). According to the principles laid down by Bateson, the
part which is nearer the original joint corresponds with the appendages on the oppo­
site side-that which is farthest away with those on the same side of the body. This
is not strictly true in such a case as that shown in fig. 196, where the supernumerary
parts do not face each other, and in some cases the repeated pant is single, not double.
In fig'. 190 a short row of teeth marks the median plane of division and the opposing
surfaces of the incipient fingers are also toothed. In fig. 191 the outgrowth is divided
Hearly to its base into two secondary processes, each of which resembles the joint of
-----"----

I In 2,657 lobsters captured at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 1'1'0111 Deccmber to .June, 1893-94, but
one caae of repetition or formation of extra parts in tho large claw occurred. No ac-count was kept of
injuries, but iu the months of December and January 7 per cent of all lobsters caught (54 in a total
of 725) had thrown oft' one or both claws. (See p. 103.)

A mall who had been ongag'ed iu the business of cuxuiug lobsters for a score of years ill Maine
told me that he had at one" time nearly a bushel of deformed claws, which he had collected in the
Course of his experience.

I'" C, n. 180~-10
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which it is a part. According to my interpretation, such a case as that shown in fig.
193 has gone through phases similar to those shown in figs. 189-191.

In figs. 192 and 197 the oonditions are somewhat different, since the superadded
dactyl is single. I think there can be no doubt that a progressive division of the
propodus takes place in such cases. In fig. 192 the plane of fission in the propodus is
marked by spines very much as in fig. 190. There may be a line of median, unpaired
spines at the bottom of the groove, and bilaterally symmetrical spines upon its sides.
It seems probable that the conditions like those seen in fig. 197 could be derived from
such as are met in fig. 192 by the intervention of a single molt.

Faxon describes a very interesting case (66, plate 2, fig. 6) in which there appears
to be a duplication of the right cheliped down to the meros, The latter is partially
divided by a deep groove running across its distal end. It seems to me very
probable that we have here au illustration of the same process which is seen in
figs. 192, 197, only carried a step or two farther. In the former case the fourth joint
of the limb is undergoing a process of fission begun nearer the outer extremity, while
in the latter the sixth segment is involved. The supernumerary carpus in the case
figured by Faxon bears a stump-like segment, which looks like an abortive propodus,
corresponding probably to the abortive segment borne on the extremity of the super­
numerary branch of the propodus in fig. 197. In the latter case it is an undoubted
dactyl, and is smaller and more rudimentary than in fig. 192, where the fission of the
propodus has not gone so far. It is thus probable that with the extension of this
process, emphasized at each molt, the terminal segments may in some cases, as in
those before us, atrophy and disappear, until we have, as in the example cited by
Faxon, only an abortive propodus left. Bateson regards this superadded member
as double, formed of two compounded parts. This may be so, but the same kind of
reasoning would lead us to regard such an incipient member as tbat seen in fig. 197
as double, consisting potentially of two dactyls and two propodi, The only apparent
reason for doing so lies in the supposition that such a superadded part arose as a
tubercle or budding growth on some part of the claw, probably in tbis case on the
dactyl, and was potentially a double member from the start, or at least capable of
doubling by a process of fission, as we see actually going on in fig. 190. Whatever
changes may have taken place precedent to the condition seen in fig. 197, there is no
evidence of fission in the extra dactyl unless tbe two spines (8, 8 1) be taken as such.

There seems to be a considerable gap between the condition seen in fig. 193, where
three dactyls are present, one of which is free, and that shown in fig. 192, where there
is a single process. Tbe latter is bent downward and toward the primary dactyl. Its
inner border bas a spine (8) like that borne on the normal dactyl, showing this part
to belong to the left side. It bears also another spine near its articulation with the
propodus (8 1) , which might indicate that this toothless appendage was really a
double member. (See fig. 197, 8, 8 1. )

Another good example of repetition of the propodus, with division of the bud, is
shown in figs. 187, 188, plate 46, which are from photographs. In this case the
bud has grown out obliquely from the under side of the propodus iustead of from the
margin, as in fig. 190. The continuity of the outer margin is interrupted by a deep
groove which divides the bud into perfectly similar parts. In this case the teeth on the
inner margins of the supernumerary digits are not opposed. The' outer or lowermost,
which is usually symmetrical with the normal part, makes here an angle of about 420
with the normal digit, and the two supernumerary digits make an angle of 12° with
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CUT l6.-Double right cutting-claw of temule lobster, 11~ inches long,
llOW in tho American Museum of Natural History, New York City.
Seen from tho anterior side. One-half naturul size

S. 0, supernumerary claw.

CUT 17.-Donble right cutting-claw of the same lobster, seen from
above. One-half' natural size.

S.O, supernumerary claw.
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Drawn by F. fl. Herrick,
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each other. The pollux is depressed, so that when the claw is closed it falls almost
exactly midway between the normal and first superadded digit. 'I'he fission is marked
on the upper surface by a distinct groove. The total length of the propodus is about
2k inches (62 mm.), so that the lobster was not in all probability over 6 inches long.
The size of this claw as compared with the basal joints of the limb suggests that it
has been lately regenerated, and it is unfortunate that this interesting point can not
be determined with certainty.

In fig. 196 a similar monstrosity is 'Seen in the dactyl of the cutting-claw. Here
the bifurcating branch is near the apex. Each prong is furnished with teeth on the
inner side. A trimerous dactyl (fig. 195), one division of which is independent, in
the second or third pereiopod presents precisely the same relations which occur in the
first pereiopod (fig. 193), and probably they have been produced in the same way.

What is now most needed in clearing up questions in the interpretation of
deformities in crustacean appendages is to watch the molting of the animals and to
measure and record the change which occurs in the malformed individual at each stage
of growth. The abnormal developments seen in figs. 189-193 probably represent a series
of changes such as ordinarily occur in the same individual. What the course of events
really is between the conditions represented by figs. 193, 192 is not so clear.

While the true duplication, or even triplication, of limbs or parts of limbs is rare
in crustacea, it is occasionally met with; but it is an important fact, which Bateson
has emphasized, that "in arthropods and vertebrates such a phenomenon as the
representation of one of the appendages by two identical appendages standing in
succession is unknown. No right arm is ever succeeded on the same side of the body
by another arm properly formed as a right, and no crustacean has two right legs in
succession where one should be,"!

In the American Museum of Natural History, in New York, there is a specimen
of a lobster in which the right cutting-claw is perfectly duplicated from the carpus
or fifth joint. I was recently enabled to examine this interesting specimen and to
make some drawings of it, which are given in cuts 16, 17, plate E.

The two cutting-claws resemble each other very closely in every detail and are
of almost exactly the same size, but each is relatively smaller than normal. The
measurements of each cutting-claw are as follows:

Right cutting-Claws (abnormal): Jnohea.

Length of propodi. ~. _. . . . . .. . . .. 3!
Greatest breadth of propod.i , _ _... l~

Left crushing-claw (normal):
Length of propodus _ _., _ _. . . . 5
Greatest breadth of propouuB........... 2

In the primary cutting-Claw the dactyl closes normally on the propodus; in the
superadded claw (S. 0.) it is bent upward out of line with the cutting edge of the
latter. The symmetry of the two claws extends, with few exceptions, to the spines
upon their cutting edges and on the inner margins of the propodi. The carpus of
the limb is apparently single, but it has duplicated spines, and a deep groove at its
peripheral end shows that it is virtually double. The carpus and meros have been
twisted through an angle of 90°, so that their posterior surfaces face upward.

This specimen was obtained some years ago from a marketman in New York City.

1 Materials for the study of variation, p. 539.
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Nothing is definitely known about the causes of repetition. It looks at firsf sight
as if the deformities in the appendages of the lobster and other arthropods could be
explained as phenomena of regeneration, though in this case there is addition rather
than replacement.

We have seen that where the cheliped is thrown off by reflex muscular contrac­
tion the bud of a new leg forthwith appears, and under favorable conditions grows into
a perfect limb. The tissues of this limb are developed out of the formed histological
elements of the stump. The process of regeneration is begun in this case as a direct
result of a loss or injury. The plane of fracture lies between the second and third
joints, and all parts peripheral to the second joint are reproduced. Repetition of parts,
however, occurs in many insects and vertebrates where no such regeneration of lost
appendages is known. However, the power of regeneration, which is present in all
organisms, differs rather i~ degree than in kind, and W eismann has shown that it has
probably been developed in many cases as a means of defense and protection to the
individual. (See p. 107.)

In the specimen of Palinurus (No. 808, Bateson, originally described by Leger
in 1886), where the left penultimate leg bears two supernumerary legs, both of which
spring from the basipodite, it certainly looks as if what would have taken place in
the case of loss of the original limb-namely, the growth of a new one from this joint
-had happened repeatedly, so that instead of the regeneration of one limb at a
time there is the superaddition of two; but where the limb is 'not cast oft' the first
superadded one is in secondary symmetry and belongs to the opposite side. If such
an interpretation will apply to this case, the various other repetitious and abnormal
growths which arise in more peripheraljoints, as upon the sixth and seventh, fall into
the same general category. In the case of the growth of a new limb in consequence
of loss, however, all parts which are external to the plane of fracture are reproduced.
In the cases of repetition this is not usually the case, as Bateson has shown. The
bud which arises on the propodus (as in figs. 187, 190) may by fission give rise to a
second propodus, but not usually, if ever, to a dactyl.

It seems as impossible to suppose that such a deformity as that seen in fig'. 187 or
fig. 189 is congenital as that it is the result of injury. The moustrosities which occur
in the embryo, which are considered in another place, are, however, in some cases at
least, the result of injury or unfavorable conditions.

Autotomy, or the casting of the claw at the second joint, is probably directly
accountable for the rarity of abnormal growths in the limbs of the higher crustacea.
It is extremely improbable that any deformity at the extremity of a limb could sur­
vive autotomy, but the experiments to settle this iuteresting point have yet to be
made. While it would appear that the various deformities which have been described
can not be explained as the results of injuries and the attempted regeneration ot
injured parts, since the limb is usually thrown oft' in such cases to be completely
renewed or it is retained to be completely restored, yet I call not escape the convic­
tion that the problem is in some way directly concerned with that of regeneration.
The mechanism by which so complete a structure as a limb is regenerated can not be
regarded as simple. As Weismann says, the machinery of a cotton factory can not be
made out of a few simple levers. It is probably exceedingly complex, and it is no
wonder that the parts do not always work harmoniously, that the thread is sometimes
knotted or the product useless,
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ROSTRUM.

I have met with a single case of bifurcated rostrum, Ii, small male, represented
in figs. 162, 163. The median groove, which corresponds to an area of absorption in
the shell (see p. 88), divides near the apex, each branch going to a terminal spine.
Instead of a single spine below the terminal, there are several smaller 'ones,

In Alpheu« su,ulcyi the median rostral spine is sometimes wanting, as in the genus
Betreus, of' Dana. (See 94, p. 384, plate XXII, fig. 11.)

OVARY.

Two instances were observed in which the ovarian lobe on one side has suffered
division, one that of' a small female (44 mm. long, fig. 131, plate 38) in which one
of the posterior lobes is involved, the other an adult lobster (fig. 164, plate 42) with
similar division of the left anterior lobe.

HERMAPHRODITISM.

A malformed hermaphrodite lobster, Homarus gamma1'us, was described and fig.
ured by Nicholls in the Philosophical Transactions of the Royal Society of London
in 1730 (141). "The specimen," he says, "if split from head to tail, is female on the
right side and male on the left side." This was true of both the internal and external
organs. A similar case of hermaphroditism has been described by Gissler (78) in the
Phyllopod Eubranchipus vernalis, .

La Valette St. George (193) discusses a very interesting case of hermaphroditism
which he discovered.in the crayfish. He found eggs present in the nearly ripe testis
of Astacus jluviatilis in July and August. The eggs were placed usually at the
periphery of the testis lobe. They were round or oval, 0.06 mill. to 0.015 mill. in diam­
eter, and showed the usual constituents of ovarian eggs. They had a larger germinal
vesicle than the normal egg, were sometimes inolosed in a follicle, and contained yolk
spheres. He asks how the presence of the eggs in the normal testicle is to be explained
and gives the following answer:

These eggs are evidently derived from spermatogonia, which have become unfaithful to their
original functions. Instead of multiplying by division to form a number of speruiatooytes, they have
ohosen a shorter way, which makes it possible for a single ()gg to arise from them by simple growth.

Under certain conditions a primitive sperm cell may be converted into an egg
cell, and this, he Bays, furnishes a new proof of the relation of spermatogonia and
oogonia. Follicle cells may arise from a spermatogonium, but the latter can never
arise from follicle cells.

The spermatogonia, according to La Valette St. George, produce, chiefly by mitosis,
the spermatocytes, which eventually give rise to the spermatids. Spermatosomes, as
well as large follicular nuclei, JIlay be found in the process of degeneration in the testis.

Hermaphroditism has also been described in the lobster by Hermann (89), who,
according to La Valette St. George, was the first to prove the presence of hermaphro­
drtism in the testes of decapods, Hermann discovered in the anterior parts of the
testis of the lobster large round or oval cells with granular protoplasm, each pos­
sessing a large germinal vesicle with nucleoli. Eight or ten such cells, which were
regarded as undoubted eggs, were found ill one specimen. In some of the figures
given by La Valette St. George the ovum fills nearly the entire lumen of' the testis.



Chapter X.-STRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT OF THE· REPRODUCTIVE
ORGANS.

THE FEMALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS.

THE OVARY.

In order to understand the structure of the ovary and the changes it undergoes it
is necessary to examine this organ at different stages of development and in the various
phases of the sexual life of the animal. The external eggs borne on the swimmerets
of the female serve as a gauge to determine the age of the developing ovarian ova.

I have already given an account of this organ in my paper on Alpheus (94, see
also 90 and 93) and have illustrated the growth of the eggs. Bumpus (30) has also
devoted considerable attention to this subject and has figured certain structural phases
of the ovary, but the early development of this organ has not been touched upon and
there are important. anatomical facts which have not yet been noticed or illustrated.
I shall therefore deal with this subject in detail, though in doing so it will be necessary
to repeat some facts which are already known.

The time of the year when the ovary becomes mature and the size which the
spawning female attains are discussed in other parts of this work.

THE RIPE OVARY.

The ripe ovary, which I will first describe (plate 36, fig. 123), occupies, as we have
seen, the dorsal part of the body cavity. The anterior lobes encircle the stomach, while
the hinder ones extend sometunes as far backward as the fifth abdominal somite.
The ovarian wall, though often quite thick, is very transparent, and the ripe eggs
give it a dark green, beaded appearance. The walls, if mutilated, immediately collapse
and the perfectly ripe eggs flow out iu a stream.

The structure of a nearly mature ovary is seen in fig. 141, plate 39. Most conspic­
uous are the massive ova filling the lumen of the thick, tubular wall. Immediately
next to the latter are seen very characteristic structures which I shah call ovarian
glands (0. G.). Immature ova of varying size are interspersed among the glands and
dip down between the ripe peripheral eggs. These structures, together with irregular
blood sinuses (Bl. S.) and strands or nodules of muscle and connective tissue, make
up the substance of this organ. ~

The glands are folds of follicular epithelium similar in origin to that which eneap­
sules the larger ova. The long axis of the fold is parallel with the ovarian wall. The
glandular fold consists of a struotureless basement membrane and of columnar
epithelial cells (fig. 152, plate 41). The nuclei generally lie at the deeper ends of the
cells, the protoplasm of which is decidedly granular, and cell walls are very indis­
tinct after the ordinary methods of treatment. Occasionally a glandular fold is seen
(plate 41, fig. 153) which has a very different character from the structure just
described. It is expanded into an oval or oblong form, and its epithelial wall appears
in a much disordered state. It is highly vesicular, containing numerous vacuoles,
which probably represent fat globules (F. G.); cell walls are absolutely effaced ; nuclei,

150
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no longer spheroidal, have. become shrunken and scattered about the meshes of a
protoplasmic network. There are, besides, globules (fig. 153, y. s.), probably of an
albumiuous nature, which resemble spherules of yolk, and lie either in the lumen
of the fold or are embedded in the protoplasmic reticulum. They are most abundant
in the reticulum, where they sometimes occur as large granular masses. In fig.
145, plate 40, a single large spherule (y. s.) of this kind is seen interpolated between
the follicular cells. A number of nuclei surround it and, however anomalous its
position, the appearance is not artificial. In other cases, where no degenerative
processes are at work, the lumina of these folds are filled with a fine granular residue.
The intimate relations which these structures bear on the one hand to the vascular
sinuses, and on the other to the growing ova, point to their probable function, that of
the formation of yolk. If this is the case, it is evident that the ovarian glands can
play but a minor role in this process. The massive yolk of the ripe egg is formed for
the most part in the protoplasmic reticulnm of the egg cell from materials which are
drawn directly from the blood. A third source of the yolk is the follicular cells
themselves, large masses of which pass into the egg at this stage, where they undergo
complete degeneration, as I have pointed out in another paper (.93, .94), and shall
describe more fully presently.

THE OVARY AFTER OVULATION.

The appearance of the ovary shortly after egg-laying is represented in plate 38,
fig. 136. It has collapsed from its distended condition, and is now of a yellowish.white
color, flecked with green and orange spots. The green. bodies are ripe ova which failed
to be forced out at the time of the last laying. The dncts are often full of them (com.
pare fig. 119). The orange specks are the remains of similar eggs left over from the
previous ovulation. While the latter have thus been in the ovary for at least two
years, they are not yet completely absorbed. The primary membrane of the egg still
remains, inclosing a small disorganized residue (fig. 150).

The structure of an ovary at this period is showu in fig. 139, plate 39. The external
eggs were in an early stage of yolk segmentation, showing that not more than thirty.
six hours had elapsed since the last egg·laying. The ovarian lobe is now a solid mass
of tissue, the youngest ova being disposed about the axis, the older at the periphery.
Irregular blood sinuses penetrate to every part, between folds of follicular epithelium.
These folds take the form of irregular pouches and represent, as Bumpus has shown
(30), invaginations of the ovarian epithelium. This is better seen in Palinurus, or in
the ovary of the adolescent lobster.

The ovarian glands have now attained their greatest prominence, and their relation
to the growing eggs is well illustrated in fig. 139, plate 39, and figs. 151, 152, plate 41.
In flg, 151, from a horizontal section, the eggs lie in strings, or rather tiers, between
the double walls of the epithelial folds, which dip down vertically from the surface of
the ovary. This is from a later stage than fig. 152, which represents a section through
the central or terminal boundary of the fold. It is from the same ovary as fig. 139,
where the glands are in the ascendant. The glandular cells have the form of tall
columns, the nucleilying at their deeper ends. Oell boundaries are very vague, the
central ends of the cells merging into what appears as a granular reticulum. The
columnar cells, though apparently stopping short at the sides of the egg, are directly
continuous with the less conspicuous cells of the true follicle. This glandular ececum
resembles, in section, a narrow bag with an egg pushed into its mouth. A thin layer
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of follicular cells, however, screens this particular egg (fig. 152) from the lumen of the
glandular fold. In Some cases, however, I have seen the glandular cells in direct
relation with the yolk, with amreboid cells passing into the egg along the line of
contact (plate 40, fig. 149). At this point cells are sometimes seen completely engulfed
in the food yolk. Their nuclei swell to a somewhat larger size, and then speedily
degenerate. Faint ghost-like outlines can be detected for some time; then the
chromatin becomes concentrated about the walls of a gradually dwindling vesicle
(plate 39, fig. 142, Dg.). Finally the chromatin is reduced to very small stainable
fragments. In other cases the chromatin probably breaks up more immediately into
a swarm of minute particles, which remain in the interstices of the yolk spheres in
the peripheral parts of the egg. The "plasmic vesicles" or vacuoles, which Bumpus
(30) has described, are products of the cell degeneration just considered.

Eggs which have been well started on the road of normal growth suddenly go into
a decline and are probably finally absorbed into the blood, somewhat as the follicle
cells are converted into nutriment within the eggs. (See pp. 211-213.) A number of
such degenerating ova are seen to the right of fig. 150, plate 41. They are filled with
refractive globules, which are undoubtedly of an albuminous nature.

After the lapse of from ten to fifteen days after ovulation (the external eggs being
then in the egg-nauplius stage), the ovarian glands have almost wholly disappeared.
The walls of the follicular folds, now crowded to the extreme-periphery beneath the
ovarian wall, are shrunken and crumpled. At a still later period (attached eggs with
eye pigment, from four to five weeks old) the glands are reduced to shriveled remnants.
Later still, no vestige of them is seen.

STRUCTURE OF THE OVARY AT TIME OF HATCHING OF EXTERNAL EGGS.

When the external eggs are ready to hatch, the ovarian ova have had nearly a
• year's growth. The appearance of the ovary at this time is shown in fig. 138, plate 38,

and its structure in fig. 147, plate 40. It has a characteristic pea-green color, and the
largest peripheral ova (fig. 133, plate 38) have a diameter which is equal to only one­
tenth that of the mature eggs. The ovarian wall is thinner than in previous stages,
and in the axial portions there are the usual germogenal folds.

Fig. 137 (plate 38) represents the ovary of a lobster taken August 21. An exami­
nation of the external eggs shows that they are about six weeks old. The ovary was
light green, sparingly flecked with yellow. The individual eggs are greenest at the
center, which gives the organ a finely dotted appearance. There is no trace of glands.

The ovaries of "paper-shells" taken in July, after having produced a brood and
molted during the current season, contain ova which measure fully half' the diameter
of the mature egg. This shows that after ovulation and again after the hatching of
the young-that is, during the first, second, and twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth
months after egg-extrusion-the ovarian eggs experience their most rapid growth.
(See p. 71, and in particular the description of fig. 138, p. 246.)

At a still later period, when the ovarian eggs have been growing for the space of
nearly two years, I and the ova have attained a diameter which is from 80 to 90 per cent
that of the ripe egg, the organ has the structure seen in fig. 140, plate 39. There may
be considerable variation, but iu the specimen from which this drawing was made
(female, taken July 30) the ovarian wall is excessively thin and the lumen is packed full

I This is an estimate based npon the general facts of growth and developmeut of the ovary, and
not upon the observation of single individuals l1ul'illg' this JI1Ilg'th of time.
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of eggs of fairly uniform size. The stromaofgermogenal tissue is reduced to a minimum,
and there is no trace of the ovarian glands which subsequently appear (fig. 141/.

The anatomy of the ovary and the slow growth of the ovarian egg, which we have
followed from the time the new eggs were laid during a period of two years, when the
next batch are ready for extrusion, proves conclusively, as I have pointed out in
earlier papers (93 and 97), that the breeding season of the lobster is not an annual
one, as had been supposed. (See pp. 70-73.)

We have seen in the foregoing account that the massive yolk of the eggs is
produced in three ways: (1) It is manufactured in the protoplasm of the growing ovum
from materials absorbed from the blood-the most fruitful sonrce; (2) it is produced
by the activity of the ovarian glands; (3) by the direct absorption of follicular cells.

The fact that parts of the follicular epithelium become differentiated into glands
at a definite period, and that these later become totally obliterated is certainly remark­
able, but I do not see how the phenomena which have been described can receive any
other interpretation. The yolk in Peripatus 1w1'W-zeal(tttdiro is described by Lilian
Hhl'1don (180) as arising in part from follicle cells. The latter pass into the egg
through the tubular stalk by which this is attached to the ovary, and become converted
iuto yolk. Yolk is said to originate also in the protoplasm of the ovum, as is commonly
observed in Arthropods; also from the breaking up of a part of the germinal vesicle,
and finally it is produced by certain parts of the ovarian tube itself. The coudition
usually found in Platyhelminthes, where there is a permanent yolk-secreting gland,
may thus be compared with that of Peripatus and the lobster, where this function is in
some measure performed by parts of the follicular epithelium.

THE ORIGIN OF THE OVA.

The ova arise from nuclei of the germinal epithelium, as I have described in detail
in a former work (.94). The origin of the primary egg membrane from the follicular
cells (fig. 148, plate 40) is well known, but it should be remembered that this chitin-like
envelope is not completed until after the decay of the ovarian glands. Thus, ill the
eggs shown in fig. 142, plate 39, and fig. 149, plate 40, there is no membranous boundary
between the yolk and glandular cells.

Cases of the apparent fusion of young ova, mentioned by Bumpus (30), are occa­
sionally met with, but it seems to me probable that no real fusion ever occurs-the
impingement of cell upon cell often seeming, however, to support this idea.

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF THE GERMINAL VESICLE.

The very young ovum has a -Iarge, rapidly growing germinal vesicle or nucleus,
as shown in fig. 154. At this stage tile cell protoplasm forms a thin peripheral zone
having a fine granular appearance in stained sections.

Tile metamorphosis of the germinal vesicle from this early stage to the perfectly
ripe condition is illustrated by figs. 155 to 161, all of which are drawn to the same
Reale. The nucleolus is formed at a very early period (fig. 154) and is soon vesiculated
(fig. 155). Rarely two or more nucleoli are present (fig. 156); there is usnallybut one.

The nucleus reaches its largest size (about }J.r mm. in diameter) at the close of
the first year after ovulation. It is now regularly oval, its long axes being parallel
with the long diameter of the egg (fig. 15H). As at an earlier stage, the nucleolus is
vesiculated and almost always found lying close to the nuclear membrane, as ifit bad
fallen of its own weight like a shot in a hag.
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The nuclear membrane is very distinct np to the time when the ovnm approaches
maturity (figs. 159 and 160), when its outlines have become hazy. In the case illus­
trated (fig. 140) the long diameter of the nucleus corresponds with the short diameter
of the egg. The nucleolus and nuclear fluid have undergone a very marked change.
When stained in Kleinenberg's hsemotoxylon, the nucleolus has a hazy, almost
homogeneous, appearauce, and stains rather feebly, while the karyoplasm is of the
same character, but takes the stain more feebly still.

When the eggs are ripe and lie free within the ovary ready for extrusion (fig. 141,
plate 39), it. is difficult to find the nucleus (partly, no doubt, on account of the great
mass of yolk and the difficulty in catting it). In one case, where I succeeded, what
appeared to be the metamorphosed nucleus was a somewhat eccentric island of karyo­
plasm (fig. 160; for position in ovum, see fig. 141) without membrane or trace of a
nucleolus. This vesicle stains uniformly, and has a very fine-grained texture. It
has started for the surface of the egg, and in the next stage examined (fig. 161) is in
contact with it. In this particular egg, taken from the oviduct of a female shortly
after ovulation, the cell is dividing, or giving off a polar body; the nucleus has dimin­
ished in size, and no membrane is distinguishable.

THE MOVEMENTS OF THE NUCLEOLUS THROUGH THE ACTION OF GRAVITY.

I have already pointed out the eccentric position of the nucleolus, which is always
observed whenever the immature ovary is sectioned. This was noticed by Bumpus in
1891, but no explanation of the fact was offered. (30, p. 225.)

D

CUT 18. CU'l' 19,

CUT 18.-From transverse section of a part of ovary of Iobster, hardened with ventral ai-Ie uppermost, to show the
effect of gravity upon the nucleolus. From hard-shell l obster which had recently hatched a brood, July 18, 1894.

CUT 19,-From transverse section of a part of same ovary, hardened with dorsal stde uppermost, to show the effect of
gravIty upon the nucleolus. D, dorsal surface of ovary; no, nucleus of ovum; ncl, nucleolus of ovum; ow, ovarian wall;
V, ventral surface of ovary.

The arrow in each eut shows the dlreetton of the force of gravity.

It seemed very probable that this phenomenon was due to gravity acting directly
upon the nucleolus, which was free to move in every part of the nucleus. A few simple
experiments immediately proved that this was the case. The ovary of a lobster which
had recently hatched a brood was selected and cnt into several pieces. These were
then hardened in different positions, in Mayer's pioro-sulphurio acid, with ventral or
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dorsal side uppermost or in vertical suspension. This was repeated, and it invariably
followed that the nucleolus fell from its own weight, to the lower side of the nucleus,
like a shot within a tennis ball. This is well illustrated in cuts 18 and 19. The
latter shows in section a part of the ovary hardened in its natural position, with the
dorsal surface uppermost; the nucleoli are here invariably on the lower side, in contact
with the nuclear membrane. In 18, where the part of the ovary was turned bottom
side up, the nucleoli are eccentric, but lie against the opposite side of the nucleus.
Suspend the ovary and kill the tissue in any position you please, the nucleoli sink like
shot in the karyolymph and lie against the lower side of' the nucleus. This is true of'
all but the smallest ova, in which the nucleolus mayor may not so readily respond.
Such eggs sometimes possess two or more nucleoli (fig. 156).

This phenomenon is a direct result of the structure of the nucleus and of the
action of gravity, or else it is an artifact, the result of post-mortem changes, The
nucleus consists of' karyolymph, in which float granules of chromatin and other
substances of but slightly less specific gravity, and a single large nucleolus of greater
specific gravity than the surrounding fluids. The ehromatophtlous substance is
distributed in flocculent masses (figs. 157,158), which are commonly suspended in the
nuclear fluid, but tend to "sink to the bottom" together with the nucleolus. There is
no trace whatever of a nuclear network in the meshes of which bodies are suspended.

The nucleolus stains very intensely, but is often highly vesiculated, in some cases
forming a hollow shell, owing probably to the extraction of soluble matter by some of'
the reagents used. When the nuclear membrane is strongly contracted over any part
of its area (as in fig. 152) it leaves between it and the rest of the egg a regularly
defined space, which is partially filled with a coagulable liquid. This may come partly
or wholly from the nucleus.

I have never seen this phenomenon in the eggs of any other animal. If anyone
have doubts about the facts, a very simple experiment like the one herein described
will be convincing. The explanation which I have offered may, however, be questioned.
I regret that the subject of post-mortem change did not come up for consideration
when I was at the seashore.'

THE RIPE OVUM.

The ripe unfertilized ovum is illustrated by figs. 119 and 141. Those which I have
examined have been taken from the ovary or ducts a few hours or days after ovulation.

The nucleus was in such cases found at or very near the surface of the egg. In
fig. 161, as already mentioned, the nucleus was in karyokinesis. The plane of section
passed through the equatorial plate, so that the poles lie, in reality, above and below
the plane of the paper. This is apparently the division preliminary to the formation
of the first polar body. The rest of the egg is composed of yolk disposed in spherules
of fairly uniform size. A coagulable liquid is usually gathered at the surface, below
the eggshell, where the yolk spheres are here apt to be smaller. There is a single
egg membrane (about "2to mm, in thickness), which is unaltered in the course of the
passage of the egg through the oviduct.

lIn regard to this question Professor Bumpus writes me that Bellouci found eomethiug very
similar in the brain of Squilla, and that this was afterwards explained by Mayer :is the result of the
action of reagents, the uucleoli migrating from the killing fluids. Here, however, the action of' gravity
certainly plays a part.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS.

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT.

In well- advanced embryos taken in January (for stage of development, compare
cut 38) a very minute cluster of cells can be detected on either side of the middle line
close upon the mesodermic partition which screens the heart from the intestine.
'I'hese cells are mesoblastic in origin; they possess oval or spherical nnclei which,
however, are not conspicuous for their size. At the time the embryo is about to hatch
there is less doubt in the identification of the reproductive organ (fig. 1l0, plate 36).
It now consists of a small oval, somewhat flattened mass of cells, lying close upon
the mesentery, next to the intestine. It appears to arise as a proliferation of the
mesoblast of the mesentery, but at tlrls time is very distinct from it.

Later, in the first and second larval stages, the reproductive organ is a more com­
pact, almost spherical, cell mass (about 4~ mm, in diameter). Its position, close to the
anterior end of the heart, but in contact with the mesentery, is well shown in fig. 174, ov,
plate 43. It is now differentiated into two kinds of cells: (1) Central cells with large
nuclei; (2) peripheral cells with mnch smaller nuclei (fig. 117, plate 36). The latter
probably give rise to the ovarian wall, the former to the ova and follicular epithelium.
The clearer central cells contain a distinct reticulum in which masses of chromatin
are held. 'I'he organ is delicately suspended to the side of the mesentery by connective
tissue. I did not distinguish the outlines of cells in any part of it.

In as late as the sixth or seventh stages the reproductive' organ is still of very
small size and not readily seen.

'l'HE OVARY.

In a female 44 mm, long (No.2, table 32) the ovary was of the size shown in fig.
131. I did not observe the ducts, probably because of the poor condition of the
specimen when dissected. These were undoubtedly present, since their openings are
visible in the eighth stage (fig. 89, plate 32-No. 3, table 34), when the animal is less
than an inch long. This ovary was 15 mm, long, and each lobe was about one-fourth
mm, in diameter. The anterior lobes embrace the masticatory stomach, and one of
the posterior lobes was branched.

If the condition of the tissue could be trusted-it was preserved in alcohol,
considerably diluted-the organ now consisted of a distinct connective tissue wall and
an inclosed mass of large cells, which are the ova (fig. 146, plate 40). There was no
plaited or folded ovarian epithelium such as we see at a later stage.

In a young female 2H inches long the ovary had the size and appearance shown in
fig. 132. It is about 40 mm. long and has a diameter of 0.5 mm. It is opaque white.

In a lobster 4/6" inches in length (No. 42, table 20) the ovary has the same appear­
ance but is somewhat larger. Its structure is now much more complex than at any of
the stages described. It consists of a thin connective tissue envelope and a, compact
stroma. Folds of epithelium dip down from the surface and penetrate the interior of
the organ, thus dividing up the outer portions into radial compartments, in which the
larger eggs are seen. These contain large nuclei, with one, two, or more nucleoli.
The axis of the ovary lies in a stroma in which all stages in the development of
ova can be traced. Karyokinetic figures of dividing cells are not infrequently seen.
Blood now penetrates to the ovary by sinuses which come in from the wall along
reentrant folds of epithelium.
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THE OVIDUOT.

'I'he oviduct is a straight tubc of nearly uniform caliber (figs. 119, 123 od), which
opens to thc exterior in a hairy papilla on the coxopodite of the third pair of pereio­
pods. The skin is folded in the mouth of the opening so as to form a valve which
preveuts the ingress of water. The appearance of the duct when eggs are passing
out is shown in fig. 119. Thc ovary had collapsed, but these eggs failed of passage.

The structure of the duct is the same throughout. It has a thin wall of muscular
and counective tissue, and a Characteristic epithelium of tall columnar cells. The
latter undergo so marked a change at the period of ovulation that there can be little
doubt that they have some important function to perform. As shown by a comparison
of figs: 167, 168, taken respectively from a lobster just before and just after ovulation,
these cells become very greatly elongated and vesicular. Oue would infer that they
secrete a liquid which is poured out with the eggs when they are laid. Whether these
cells take any share or not in forming the cement I do not know.

THE SEMINAL REOEPTACLE.

'l'he sternal pouch of the female was noticed and roughly figured by Nicholls ill
the Philosophical 'I'rausaotions of the Royal Society for 1731, but he entertained a
wrong notion of its function. His interesting and unique account of this organ is as
follows (141):

Between the two last legs and the two legs above them there are two processes, which, from their
resembling the nymphm of women, I shall term nymplueform processes. These processes are covered
with hair, and nnite at their bases without leaving any passage. * * * The two processes, which
I have termed nymphmform, in the female make a more obt.use angle at the union of their buses, are
less hairy, and leave a passage, through which it is probable the ova are emitted, to be affixed to the
appendages under the tail.

This remarkable conclusion reached in the last paragraph is unexplained even by
the forced comparisons which were employed.

The observation of Nicholls was forgotten, aud the structure which lie impel"
fectly described was overlooked until its true function was discovered by Bumpus
in 1891 (30).

The seminal receptacle lies Oil the under side of the female near the junction of
the thorax with the abdomen. (For its position and general appearance see plate 7, in
which the median slit is clearly shown, and for details, fig. 130, plate 38.) Its paired
Wing-like processes, the enlarged sterna of the seventh thoracic segment, are tinged
with bright blue and form, with a wedge-like middle piece belonging to the sternum
of the eighth thoracic segment, a somewhat heart-shaped body. There is a median
slit with elastic edges, and if these are depressed, as Bumpus remarks, a grayish
substance, the spermatic fluid, sometimes oozes out. The middle sternal piece is
prolonged inside the chamber into a stout keel-shaped body strengthened with thick
deposits of chitin, which have a yellowish color and horny consistency. This is sup­
ported by a pair of irregular rods belonging to the endopbragmal system, which meet
on the middle line. If the molted shell of a lobster is examined, in place of a solid,
horny keel, a membranous pouch is found. The solid keel-shaped mass is probably
absorbed before a Hew keel is formed. In the living animal the seminal receptacle IS

a narrow, irregular cavity.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE SEMINAL RECEPTACLE.

Development of the seminal receptacle is illustrated by figs. 79, 81, 89, and 98,
plates 32 and 33. Fig. 98 is drawn from the molted skin of the fifth larva. The sex
is not determinable with certainty, but it is highly probable that this is from a male;
the sterna of the sixth to eighth thoracic segments (marked 3-5 in figure) are clearly
defined. The sternal processes of the seventh thoracic segment are fused on the
middle line, where they are distinctly depressed. The unpaired middle piece is
marked as a slight transverse ridge or forwardly directed fold. It is clearly seen
in the sternum of the adult male, where it is not so distinctly wedge-shaped or so
intimately united with the wing-like sterna of the preceding segment. Three suc­
cessive stages iu the development of the seminal receptacle are shown in figs. 89, 79,
and 81, plate 32; they are from young lobsters measuring 21.2 mm, (eighth stage,
No.3, table 34),35 mm., and 52 mm., respectively. If these are compared with the
condition in an adult lobster (fig. 130) we observe the following external changes:
The sterna of the seventh segment, which are united on the middle line, diverge from
their anterior extremities, forming a wide angle. .The sternum of the eighth thoracic
segment consists of a tongue-shaped fold (fig. 81) and a pair of backwardly diverging
rods. The former is constricted off as a single piece, though originally paired, and
develops into the wedge-shaped process seen in the adult organ. It grows forward
into the narrowing angle made by the wing-like process of the preceding sterna. A
secondary cleavage or division of the united sternal pieces of the seventh thoracic
segment is now going on, and the cleft thus formed is the permanent opening of the
seminal chamber. The latter is formed by the approaching walls of the wing-like
folds of the seventh thoracic sternum and tongue-like process derived from the eighth
thoracic sternum.

THE MALE REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS.

TESTIS.

Each testis of the lobster is a grayish white sacculated tube consisting of anterior
and posterior lobes. There is no union between the organs of opposite sides. The
testis of the lobster was figured and described by Milne Edwards, and its structure
has been studied by Grobben (83) and Sabatier (173). According to Grobben, it is
made up of (a) a capsular membrane, (b) tunica propria, and (c) the spermatogenous
epithelium. Underneath the tunica propria a delicate, structureless membrane was
seen. The epithelium is differentiated into spermatoblasts, from which spermatozoa
are developed, and a syucytium-theErsatzkeim-from which new spermatoblasta are
derived. The spermatoblast is regarded as homologous with the egg cell, the Ersatz­
keim with the follicular epithelium. A reserve albuminous material is laid down in the
spermatoblast for use in the development of the sperm cell.

VAS DEFERENS.

The vas deferens or seminal duct is shown as it appears in its natural position on
one side of fig. 120 and when dissected out on the other side. It consists of three fairly
distinct sections: (a) A proximal segment (Zuleitungs-Abschnitt of Grobben), which
serves to conduct the sperm from the testis; a veryslender tube of uniform caliber, which
curls, often in an irregular manner, over the posterior lobe of the gastric gland. This
passes very abruptly into the enlarged (b) glanrlular segment, where the tube bends
backward upon itself. It then turns forward again and, in somewhat the form of the
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letter S, passes to the back of the last thoracic leg. The sperm may be traced along
the course of the tube as a central, milk-white, linear mass of closely packed sper­
matozoa. In the glandular segment this is surrounded by a transparent, jelly-like
substance which is secreted by the glandular epithelial cells (spermatophoral glands)
lining this part of the duct. This is gradually constricted iuto the terminal (c) muscu­
lar segment, or ductus cjaculatorius, which ends in a valvular opening. A sphincter or
swelling of the muscular layer is seen at the beginning of the ductus ejaculatorius,
serving to force out the sperm.

The two distal segments (b, c) were called the penis or "verge" by Milne Edwards
and Brocchi, because it was supposed that they were evaginated in copulation. It
has been already pointed out that the evagination of these parts is mechanically
impossible, a sufficient reason for dismissing this supposition.

The structure of the different sections of the vas deferens is illustrated by plate
37. The planes of section are marked in fig'. 120, 1 to 5. As Grobben has already
shown (83), the vas deferens is surrounded by a distinct membrane and is composed
of a connective tissue waIl, inclosiug muscles, and a lining epithelium; the latter gives
rise to secretions which mingle with the sperm and surround it with protective envel­
opes. The connective tissue is fenestrated, abounds in blood channels, and the
muscular tissue is disposed into an inner stratum of longitudinal fibers and an outer
layer of circular bundles.

At the extreme proximal end of the duct (fig. 124) the epithelium is apparently
stratified and the wall is thin. The tube is filled with a solid mass of ripe sperm (.~p)

and a surrouuding coagulable fluid, which is the direct secretion of the epithelial cells.
As the glandular segment is approached the epithelium becomes distinctively col­
umnar (fig. 125). The g-landular segment (figs. 127, 128) is partly subdivided by the
infolding of the epithelium (f). The spennatophores (in some cases there are two) are
restricted to one chamber and are immediately surrounded by a yellowish secretion
(Spt·.), which is probably formed in the proximal segment and stains very feebly in
carmine. The remainder of the spacious cavity (a and b) is filled with a less dense
coagulable substance which stains freely in carmine. Bodies resembling yolk-spheres
can sometimes be seen.

Grobben says that the secretion of the glandular segment of the vas deferens
of the crayfish appears chalky-white in reflected light and consists of small, shining
granules.

In the ductus ejaculatorius (fig. 126) the muscular coats are strongly developed and
the epithelium appears to secrete an albuminous, granular substance. The height of
the columnar or cylindrical cells varies very much, as Grobben remarks, according as
they are squeezed more or less closely together.

The external opening of the vas deferens is formed by an invagination of the skin,
and according to Grobben is paved with thick cuticle.

SPERMATOPHORES.

The sperm is ejected from the muscular segment of the vas deferens in the form
of spermatophorss, which consist of elongated packets of sperm cells, surrounded by
gelatinous capsules, the origin of which we have just seen. The spermatophores can
be pressed out of the ducts when these are removed from the body. They quickly
imbibe water and swell perceptibly when wet with it. The spermatophore is composed
of two distinct secretions, as was first pointed out by Grobbeu, According to the



160 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION.

same investigator, spermatophores were first seen in Eupagurus by Schwammerdam
in 1752, and were observed in the Brachyura also by Oavolini in 17!J2. 'l'hey were
rediscovered by Kolliker in 1841.

SPERM CELLS.

The sperm cells of the lobster were apparently seen for the first time by Valentin,
in September, 1837 (192), and he gave a brief account of his discovery in the following
year. A more accurate account by Kolliker, who also remarked OlL the apparent
immobility of the" rayed cells," appeared in 1843 (109).

The structure and genesis of the spermatozoa of the lobster have been studied
with much detail by Grobben (83), Gilson (77), Hermann (89), and more recently by
Sabatier (173).

Each sperm cell (fig. 129, plate 37) consists of a cylindrical and partially hollow
column or shaft, surmounted with a rounded dome, on what may be called the superior
end. Between the capital and shaft three long, slender processes are given oft', making
an angle of 1200 with each other. The processes are sharp-pointed, rigid, and very
slender. The stiffness of the rays has led to the erroneous view that the rayed con­
dition represented au immature stage in the maturation of the cell. The sperm cells
withdrawn from the spermatic receptacle where they have lain weeks or months are
still rayed, although the processes are often broken oft' or very limp (fig. 12!J, a).
Apropos to this subject Grohben (83) says:

The stiffness of the rays does not prove that these cells are completely immobile, Moreover,
the observation of Owsjaunikow that the rays sometimes draw themselves in, and certain structures
which I have examined, enable me to conclude definitely that these rays are living protoplasm and that
they represent ammboid processes, remaining almost in a state of rest, [Compare the Observation
of Cano quoted on p, 49.]

The genesis of the sperm cells from the spermatoblasts has been satisfactorily
determined in most particulars, but there are some questions, which concern both this
and the structure of the adult sperm cell, which are still undecided. The conclusion of
Sabatier that the rayed cells become enucleated in the course of their growth can
hardly be accepted. Sabatier has suggested that the stift'rays may serve at first to
stick the cells together.

Nothing is definitely known either as to how the spermatophores are conveyed to
the seminal receptacle or how the spermatozoa reach the eggs and fertilize them.



Chapter XL-THE HABITS OF THE LOBSTER FROM THE TIME OF HATCHING
TO THE PE~IOD OF MATURITY.

When the lobster hatches from the egg it is scarcely a third of an inch long. It
rises to the surface, where it leads for a number of weeks a free-swimming, larval life,
totally unlike that of an adult, After the fifth or sixth molt, its larval locomotor organs
having atrophied, it sinks to the bottom, and though now resembling the adult lobster
in outward form it is scarcely more than half an inch in length.

The free-swimming habit of the lobster is characteristic of the first five or six
stages of its existence. In Vineyard Sound and outlying waters we have taken the
swimming stages during the summer months, the latest capture being a fifth larva Oil

August 28. This period lasts from six to eight weeks, varying- slightly with the
season and greatly with the individual. It will be convenient to deal with the habits
of the larvas more fully in describing their structure and growth.

Prom the end of larval life until the later adolescent period the lobster drops out
of sight almost completely. It is a singular fact that the habits of the young lobster,
from 1 to 4 inches long, have never been well understood. Many fishermen have never
seen a lobster less than 2 or 3 inches in length, although they have fished the greater
part of their lives. Lobsters under 5 inches long pass readily between the slats of the
traps and hence are seldom caught. Rarely, however, one is found clinging to some
part of the gear and is brought up by accident.

Sal's in the course of his studies upon the European lobster, traveled along the
coast of Norway from Lurhavn to Bergen, .Tune 19 to August 19, 1875, but was unable
to obtain any young lobsters from an inch to a finger's length, and says:

So far as I know, none are found in any museum. I consider it as certain, however, that the
lobster keeps near the coast also during this stage of development. 'I'he reason why they call not be
caught with the bottom scraper is partly because of their quick movements, and partly from the
circumstance that they hide among the algrn on the bottom of thc scat (176.)

He says that young lobsters 3 to 4 inches long were the smallest known when
he began his studies, and he has nothing to add beyond a description of the first
three Iarvre.

Spence Bate remarked in 1879 that "common as the European lobster is, it is
very remarkable that a very young' specimen has, as far as I know, never been met
with." 1 He offered a reward for very young lobsters, but never obtained any less
than 3 inches long.

Ehrenbaum, whose paper was published in 1894, refers to the same uncertainty
which has so long enveloped the history of the lobster from the close of its free­
swimming life until it reaches a length of 4 inches (10 cm.), The smallest lobster
which had been taken at Heligoland up to that time had attained a length of 4.1 em.
The next largest was 7.8 em. long. He speaks of a collector who, in the com:Re of

I Report of the British Association for the Ad vaucemeut of' Science, Loudon.
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thirty years' experience about Heligoland, had obtained only three lobsters from 3 to
5 em. long'. (61, p. 285.)

It is evident that the long larval period of the lobster is an important means of
securing a transport from the shore and wide distribution up and down the coast by
means of the tides and ocean currents. As I shall point out in another place, this
transportation is of the utmost importance to the Iarvre, since it is in the bays and
landlocked channels, where the competition among surface-feeding animals is keenest
and destruction of life by animate and inanimate foes by far the greatest.

In consequence of the facts just mentioned, it must often happen that the young
lobster settles to the bottom in depths much exceeding 100 fathoms. What does tile
little animal do on reaching its new abode? It probably begins to travel toward the
shore, slowly at first but more rapidly when, in the course of six or eight weeks, it has
become Ii- to 1~ inches long. Meantime it hides ill the crevices of tbe rocks or conceals
itself under stones whenever danger approaches. Having reached the shore, it estab­
lishes itself in shallow water at the month of some estuary or river on the rocky sides
of a bay. It lives under stones, or in stone piles, the tops of which arc sometimes left
bare at extremely low tides. It can then be found by turning over stones in much
exposed situations, often where the water is not over 1 or 2 inches deep, but where
at the flood there may be from 3 to 5 feet of water or even more. Sometimes several
small lobsters are seen lying under one rock at the same time. While the lobster
is very small, Ii- to 2~ inches long, it crawls down deep into the piles of loose stones
where no enemy can reach it. After attaining it greater length-of 3 or 4 inches-tbe
young lobster begins to leave the rock piles and digs for itself a little cave under a
stone. From this protection it stealthily crawls forth in search of its prey, and quickly
returns when an enemy appears. It may take up its abode in the winding chamber of
a deserted conch shell, or in any hole or niche which promises temporary security.

As the lobster increases ill size it grows bolder and retires fartber from the shore,
although it never loses its instinct for digging and never abandons the usual habit of
concealing itself under stones when the necessity arises.

Little is known about the habits of young lobsters in winter, but it is evident
that they ntust leave the rock piles as soon as ice begins to form, perhaps as early as
December in eastern Maine, and move out, as the adults do, into deeper water. The
casting up of young lobsters on the beach at Woods Hole, in the latter part of .January
(see p. 165), proves tbat they sometimes remain in shallow water even at this season.

The colors of the young lobsters at the time they are from 12- to 2 inches or some­
what more in length are very different from those of the adult. This may be seen by
comparing figures 39 and 22, which represent, respectively, 11 young male 1.8 inches
long (see No. 22, table 33) and an adult male 10 inches in length. In the young
lobster the general cast of color is a russet or light reddish-brown, which is most pro­
nounced on the sides of the body and under surface of the large olaws. The borders
of the carapace and segments of the body and legs are tinged with light Prussian blue.
The upper parts of the body and appendages, especially the first pair of ehelipeds, are
spattered and marbled with a dull-bluish pigment. The terga of the abdomen have
often a fine edging of dull bluish-black.

I am fortunate in being able to present a series of plates to illustrate the adoles­
cent as well as the adult stages of the lobster. 'I'he original photographs I are in many
cases so perfect that with the aid of a hand lens the finest details in the sculpturing

'These were made by the Edmondson Company, of Cleveland, Ohio,
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of the exoskeleton can be seen. The adolescent forms are all from Casco Bay region,
and are described in table 32. (See also descriptions of' figs. 9-18, plates 8-13.) The
smallest (plate 8, fig. 10, No.1, table 32) is a male, 1.6 inches long. The right cutting­
claw happens to he much under the normal size, since it is ill process of' regeneration.
It would probably have attained its normal size after the next molt. The greater
breadth of' the "tail" or pleon of the female is not noticeable until at a considerably
later period. Other secondary characteristics, such as the seminal receptacle and
first pair of pleopods in both sexes, are not fully developed until the animal has
reached the length of about 2 iuches. .

The most striking characteristic of these adolescent stages, in comparison with
the adult form which they so closely resemble, is the large size of the stalked eyes
(plates 8-12). The eye is very much compressed laterally, and in size and shape
resembles that of Penreus, The eyes of the adult are relatively much smaller. (See
table 38.) It is therefore possible that the large size of the eyes in the adolescent
stag-es is an ancestral character. The present lobsters have probably descended
from the Erymoid crustacea which inhabited the seas of the Liassic period. "In the
latter part of the Jurassic epoch," says Huxley (103), "the Astacine type-that of the
modern crayfishes-was already distinct from the Homarine type, though both were
marine." Hoploparia, which is found in a fossil condition in the Cretaceous and early
Tertiary formations, combines the characteristics of Homarus (Astacus in this work)
and Nethrops. I have seen nothing but fragments of this genus figured, but in the
Eryma leptodactylina of Zittel (208) the eyes are relatively quite large, as we see them
in the adolescent lobster at the present time.

Another characteristic of these early stag-es is the fringe of very long setas on the
caudal fan and the matted tufts of setre about the ends and toothed edges of the
cutting-claw. (See fig-so 13-15.)

In a female lobster measuring 3t inches in length (No. 22, table 32) the general
color is a dull reddish-brown. The upper parts are spotted and mottled with darker
brown: the tips of tho claws and projecting spines are generally reddish, as in the adult.
A suffusion of light blue is seen, as in younger forms, at the joints of the appendages
and on the edges of the carapace and abdominal terga, This coloration closely resem­
bled that of an adult egg-bearing female which I had at the time. A small male (No.
23, table 32) resembled this female very closely in color. The adolescent period is a
long one, and the gradual development of the pigments of the adult is correspond­
ingly slow. .The history of the development of the color of the adult lobster from
that of the larva will be discussed in another place. After this general account of the
period of adolescence, I will now add all the notes which I have gathered that throw
any light upon this important subject. In tables 32 and 33 the history of 63 imma­
ture lobsters, varying from 1.3 to 5.6 inches, is briefly given.

I am indebted to Mr. M. B. Spinney, of Oliffstoue, Maine, for a valuable collectiou
of small lobsters from the shores of Casco Bay and Small Point Harbor, which he has
examined with great care. This collection embraces 36 individuals, 22 of which are
males and 14 females. They were captured mostly in October and November. Mr.
Spinney found young lobsters from 3g to 4,or more inches long in considerable abun­
dance under small stones, where at au extreme low tide there would be bnt 1 or 2
inches of water; the smallest lobsters were found down among the stone piles, where
the stones were four or five tiers deep. They crawl as far as they can into the laby­
rinthine passages between the stones, and are here secure from every enemy.
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TABLE 32.- Young lobsters from the vicinity of Casco Bay, Maiuc.

64

68
69
71
7:l

No. I Sex.

-.' I
1.1 Mule ...... 1
2 Female .. !
3 Mule"""I'
4 ..•••do ..
5 I•••.do .
6 i.... do .

7 Female ..

81 Male .
9 Female .,.

10 ....do .
11 Mule .
12 ....do .
13 Female ..

14 ....do .....
15 Male...•..
16 Female .
17 Male ..

J8\ ....dO .

~g c:~~ :::::
21 I Femalo .
22 \....do .

~~ .~'.'~~':::::
25 Female .
26 ....do .

27 Mule .

28 .... do ..
29 Female ..
30 ....do .
31 1>lale /
32 do .
33 '10 \

34 do :
:15 Female ,
:16 Male· l

[Lengr,b,40.3 to 129 111m. or 1.6 to 5.1 inchoa.]

T;~~~:~ i .Dale :; ca;~::~·T--;la~:Ofc:;t~~e. '-'1 .~··--~:lIIarkH'

4~.-3-1' Oct. 9-1~8!)3 1 Casco Ilay, Small Point, M:. i';~';;:;'ius~:~e l'ilc:'ut-::';I(J~ti<le;
44 , do , £10 Do.

~t51:::::~~ :::::::::::: :::::~~ ::::::::::::::::::::::1 B~:
~~ .S~pt027;i893 :::::: . N~~~~;;i';~~·:Ri~·';;,6·~·ii~~·j Fon~l\LDder stones at very low tide;

north of Small Point. 1 tops of stones out of wuter,
Oct. 9-J9, 1893..... Casco Bay, Small Point..... 1 Under stones and ill stone piles at

; very low tide.
67 I Sept. 27,1893 NowMeadowsRiver ' De.
68.................... Bnsin Bay, eust side Moad· i Do.

~ OWB River.

I
Aug. 31,1893 Small pOiutIIarbor ! ])0.
Oct. 9-19,1893 do ,.. Do.

.A~;~03i: i893:::::: . s~;,1i' i'~i;;t ii~~b~~' (i;;~~~' B~:
harbor). ,

74' Sopt.26-28,1893 .do , ··· .. 1 Do.
75 Oct. 9-19,1893

I
.. ---dO Do.

75.6 Sept. 26--28,1893 _ do _ _., '''''' Do.
81.5 do do JIIBt molted; stomach tilled with

83.5
I ' fragmentsofshoUsofmoUusks,etc.

Oet. 9-J9, 1893 ' 110 Found under stones and in stone
I piles at very low tide.

84 do do ])0.

~~: ~ I:::: :~~ :::::::::::: ::::::l~ :::::::::::::::::::::: E~:
87 1 Basin Huy.................. Do.
92.3 Oct, 9-19,1893""'1 Small Point Haruor......... Do.
93 Sept, 1,1893 <10 Do.
93.4 sept. 26--28,1~93 do Do.
94 Oct. 7, 1893 j NewMeadows River.Brniles Just molted; stomach tilled with

E. of Smull Poin t Harbor. . fragtnenj.s of'shells otmollusks.ete,
95 1 East sfde CU8eoBay, Phipps- Undor stones.

. burg, Mo.
10!. 5 Sept, 1. 1893 , Small Point Harbor......... Do.
102 Sept. 26-28, J893 ' do Do.
J02, 4 i do ' do Do.
J04.5 i 01'1. 9-19,1811:1. ' <10...................... Do.
Jj() I Sept. 26-28,1893 .. ..' <10...................... Do.
11.2 .' I, Inner harbor, Small Point .. IUnder atonos , rostrum imperfect;

r. i i ., soft shell: ,
119.,' : 15mall PomllIarbor Rostrum doflcient , soft shell.
124 i Sept. 26-28,189:;' .. ' do ..
J29 : A IIg. 31, 1893......

1
Inner harbor, Small Point..

'rAIILE :>,3,- Young lobeters [roni Vineyard Sound, Massachusetts, in vicinity of Wootls Hole.
[Length, 35 to 142.8 mm. or 1.4 to 5.6 inches.]

No. Sex. i Length
! In rum. 1>"to of ""ptllre. Place of capture. Retuarks.

Woods HoI" ' Raised from "gg in hutcheryof U. S. F. C.
Station. JUllH 27, 1894, it WR$36 1I1111. long.
It died early in AngllHt, 1894.

2 do 39 JulI.28,J882 110 ..
3 Male.... 40.5 <10 do ..
4 Female. 41 do do .
5 Male.... 48 do <10 ..
6 do.... 50 110 do ..
7 <10.... 52 do do ..
8 Female. 55.2 110 _ do ..
9 Male.... 55.5 (10 __ .vdo .

10 Female . 60 <10 do .
11 Male.... 66.4 £10 do ..
12 <10... 74.8 do do ..
13 Female _ 75 do do ..

IJ~ I FMeaml~"'l'O':1 80.3 do £10 . - ..
83.5 do do ..

J6 Male.... 88.7 do do .
17 Female - 35 Preserved Dee. 10 Hatched and rnisod at the U. S. F. C. Sta-

1886, tion, ,Yoods Hole, Mass.
J8 Male.... 36.3 do 1 Do,
19 Female . 51. 8 do...... Do.
20 do.... 09.5 Jnne 1,1891. Woods Hole .
21 £10.... U.6 -Fune 30,1891. Woods Hole Hnrhor .. No. 98. table 20.
22 Male.... 47 July 18.1891. do _ Bronght 111' in lnhstor pot. (See plate 26.)

. 2:1 £10.... 92 July 22,1890 GayHend No. 4.1, table 20.

)~~~~ ._..I_.'.~e_I{_::I~I.e.: .,_... _~8.~, .:.~'.._.:::: :_~_~.).._:_::::::::::: :::J~ :::::::::::::::: ~~: ~~: t;tl~ ~8:26 ., .<10 112, 8 Aug., 1892 ........ Viuovard Sound...... Dredged bv U. S.l'. C. steamer Ffsh Hawk.
,27 ... do 142.8 ,July 22. 18Ill...... ,VoniTs Hole Harbor.. No. Ill, talil" 20.

----_._----~-._-- _..._-,-- .----,--------_._-----,
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When the lobsters have attained a length of 3~ or 4 inches they become more
bold, leave their burrows among the rock piles, and seek the shelter of stones, beneath
which they excavate a shallow hole. Here they lie concealed from their enemies and
are ready at all times to strike a blow at the smaller and weaker animals which pass
within the reach of their claws.

The young lobsters enumerated in table 33 were captured in or near Vineyard Sound
or raised in the hatchery of the station of the Fish Oommission, Fifteen of these
(Nos. 2-16) were collected by Mr. Vinal N. Edwards ou Nobska Beach, in Woods Hole,
January 28, 1882, after a hard storm, when there had been much anchor frost. Mr.
Edwards recorded in his journal the finding also of crabs with eggs, thrown upon
the beach, together with isopods, holothurians, sea-anemones, and a large number of
fish, such as cunners, tautog, hake, sculpins, smelt, flatfish, herring, tomcod, and
eels. Mr. Edwards writes that many young lobsters came ashore at the same time on
the point of land where the Fish Commission station is now built. Several years ago,
when small lobsters were used for bait, he used to find them in comparative abun­
dance, from 1~ to 3 or 4 inches in length, under stones in shallow water, near Pine
Island, on the north side of "The Hole." Some of the stones would be out of the
water at low tide. No small lobsters are found in this place or vicinity at the present
time. Whether this disappearance is due to the general decrease in the number of
lobsters brought about by overfishing orto local changes in the environment, it is dif­
ficult to say. Both influences may be at work. It is possible that owing to warmer
waters inshore, or to other causes operating in summer, the young lobsters are driven
into deeper water, yet they seem to be equally scarce at all seasons. The finding of
small lobsters cast up on the beach in the winter shows, as already pointed out, that
they sometimes remain at this season in comparatively shallow water.

The inspector of fisheries of Prince Edward Island says (20.9) that lobsters 2 or 3
inches long" are occasionally washed ashore after storms and have been found alive
clinging to the meshes of hoop traps." Lobsters not much over an inch in length are
also said to have been taken from the stomachs of codfish. (See p, 120).

An old lobster fisherman, Mr. Thomas Garrett, at Vinal Haven, Maine, whomI
have already quoted, informed me that he used to see thousands of small lobsters
in the spring, beginning about the 1st of April. He would find them in sounds in
about 20 fathoms of water, on hoth rocky or sandy bottom. They would come up
sticking to the lobster pots, often in considerable numbers, and would average about
1~ inches long. He had never seen many lobsters 2 to 3 inches long, probably because
they go so readily through the traps.

I made particular inquiries about the occurrence of young lobsters in the lobster
pound on Vinal Haven Island. The smallest lobsters caught ill the pound in 1893 by
seining were about 5 inches long. Half a dozen measuring 8 inches had also been
taken. Small lobsters were noticed in the larger of the two lobster pounds at South­
port, Maine, in March, 1892, and about half a dozen were found from 4 to 6 inches
long. In July and August, 1893, thirty or more lobsters were taken, varying from 3
to 6 inches in length. Lobsters 6 to 8 inches long could be taken in the seine. 'l'he
smaller lobsters were discovered by turning over rocks, after partially draining the
pond. None were seen under 2 inches in length. It is possible that some of these
young ones were raised in the pounds, yet it is not certain that this was the case,
since they could readily pass between the iron rods of the fence. The older lobsters,
which are placed in the pounds in very great numbers, would tend to drive out the
smaller ones. whether hatched in these inclosures or not.
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An intellig-ent lobsterman of Rockland, Maine, said that thousands of small
lobsters, an inch long or under, came up on the warps and pots every day while he
was fishing at Hare Island in October and November. The lobsters would tumble off
the traps as they came up, He took one of them home and examined it with a hand
lens, and said that it had the general form and appearance of a lobster. The bottom
in that vicinity was muddy or rocky, and covered with seaweed. He had never seen
a 2-inch lobster. The smallest of the young- lobsters recorded in table 32 is about an
inch and a half long. These, as we have seen, were taken from the rock piles in the
fall of the year, and most of the lobsters which are hatched in early summer and
survive are more than an inch long by October. Still, this fisherman's observation
may be correct, and the lobsters seen by him may represent that period between the
sixth larval stage (length 16 mm.) and the smallest of those found in the rock piles.

A small lobster, about 1~ inches long, was said to have been taken from the shell
of a living clam in Rockland Harbor not long ago. This was evidently a case of
accidental imprisonment, and the animal may not have been a lobster.

A fisherman at West Jonesport said that he had seen small lobsters brought up
on traps which were set on trawls, in deep water outside, in winter.

Mr. Adolph Nielsen, superintendent of the fisheries of Newfoundland, says that
small lobsters 1~ to2 inches long can be found in shallow water among the" goose­
grass" iu the latter part of Septem bel', and that he has seen lobsters an inch long in
the same situations in the latter part of August and first partof September.

Very few fishermen among many whom I have consulted 'can give any definite
information about the occurrence of lobsters from 1 to 3 inches long, and probably very
few can discriminate between the young of the lobster and many other crustacea.
Those who have made any observations agree that such young lobsters are very
seldom seen in winter, but are usually found at other times in shallow water, in bays,
harbors, or the mouths of rivers, on rocky (rarely muddy) bottom, where they can be
found by turning over stones at low tide. Mr. George E. Cushman, of Oape Elizabeth,
Maine, says that lobsters 2 to 4 inches long are found in coves and rivers, in eelgrass,
and on sandy bottom, in from 2 feet to 5 fathoms of water.

Mr. Rathbun, of the United States Fish Commission, informs me that hundreds
of lobsters 4 to 6 inches long were captured in the summer of 1880 in Narragansett Bay
by the beam trawl. The bottom was sandy, and the water 3 to 4 fathoms in depth.

I think it is plain from the foregoing observations that a large number of the ado­
lescent lobsters over 1~ inches long seek protected places, such as beds of eelgrass in
shallow water, rocky shores of bays, and the mouths of rivers, where shelter from an
enemy is always at hand; but it is quite likely that some remain in deeper water.

The habits of this animal are molded by its immediate environment and vary to
some extent with the varying elements in the complex of its surroundings.

If we examine the lengths of lobsters described in table 32 we shall find they
form a gradually ascending series, so that when we layoff these lengths as ordinates
upon a horizontal base line, and construct a curve, the latter forms a slightly undulating
aseending line. This means either that the breeding season is indefinite or at least
prolonged, or that the young are extraordinarily unequal in their development. The
number examined is perhaps too small to enable us to draw any conclusions, but it is
a fact, as already shown, that the hatching is not strictly confined to a definite period.
Individual variation in size in a state of nature may, moreover, be considerable.

The interesting question of the age of these adolescent lobsters is considered in
the chapter on the rate of growth of this animal,



Chapter XII.-THE HISTORY OF THE LARVAL AND EARLY ADOLESCENT
PERIODS.

The transition from the caterpillar to the chrysalis and from this to the winged
butterfly or moth is apparently so sudden that it strikes every oue with wonder. This
is, however, deceptive, since changes. iu the internal organs go on very slowly. The
hard supporting skin of the chrysalis masks the changes which are taking place within.
The young crustacean, on the other hand, has a soft cuticle which is readily castoff'; it
thus changes with every molt and in most cases acquires very slowly the external form
and habits of the adult state. It is therefore possible to follow its metamorphosis
step by step. For convenience I shall divide the life-history into three periods-the
laroal, adolescent, and adult. The larval period will embrace the free-swimming life,
during which the animal molts five or six times, and the adolescent state the long
interval thereafter before sexual maturity is reached.

The larval history of the lobster is one of exceptional interest and importance,
and must be thoroughly understood before the problem of hatching and rearing the
young can be intelligently discussed, much less solved. I therefore decided, at the
beginning of this work, to devote as much attention as possible to this part of the
subject. This seemed particularly desirable since the individual larval history had
never been traced molt for molt; only four pelagic stages had been described, and the
relations of these were not fully understood. Of the later adolescent period (length
of animal 2' or if inch to 22' inches) nothing, as we have just seen, was definitely known.

HISTORICAL NOTES.

J. V. Thompson, who was first to establish beyond any doubt the important fact
that the decapod crustacea underwent a metamorphosis after hatching from the egg,
was also the first, so far as I am able to learn, to point out that the European lobster
was no exception to this very general rule. His letter (published in 1835) to the editor
of the Zoological Journal is dated at Cork, December 16, 1830. A "rough sketch of
the cheliferous member of the larva of the lobster" accompanies this letter. He says:

With regard to the marine species, A8tacu8 1IIa1'inU8 or Lobster, I can aver that it actually does
undergo a metamorphosis, but less in degree than any of the above-mentioned genera (Pagurus, Por­
cellana, Galathea, Crangon, Pahemon, etc.), consisting in a change from a clieliferoua Schizopode
to a Decapode ; in its first stage being what I would call a modified Zoe with a frontal spine, spatulate
tail, and wanting subabdominal fins; in short, such an animal as would never be considered what it
really is were it not obtained by hatching the spawn of the Lobster. (189,)

Brightwell (24) gave in 1835 a very imperfect description of the young lobster
which he dissected from the egg membranes. He was the first to notice the occur­
renee of double monsters in this species. (See p. 216.)

The embryo of the European lobster when ready to hatch was described by Rathke
in 1840 (159), and a fuller account with figures of the embryo and of some of its append.
ages appeared in 1842 (160). He found lobsters with external eggs in early stages of
development at different times of the year-at the end of May in Christiania, in June
and July at Molde and Ohristiansund, in September at Gothenburg, and in the fir~t

half of October in Hamburg. He therefore concluded that lobsters either laid their
·eggs at different times of the year or that their development was very slow.

167
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Krdyer also, in 1842 (110), described with drawings the first larva of the lobster.
In the following year the paper of Erdl was published on the development of the egg of
the lobster (62), in which some good colored drawings of the older embryos are given.

About thirty years later, in 1874, the first circumstantial account of the meta­
morphosis of the European lobster was published by Professor Sal's (175). His studies,
however, included only the first three larval stages, and, as he remarked, the changes
which these early larvm undergo, before they reach the adult state, were still unknown.
Some comparisons are drawn in this paper between the first larvm of the European
and American species. (For figures of H01nltrUS amerioamus, see 175, Tab. I, figs. 18-20.)

The first description of the metamorphosis of the American lobster was given by
Professor S. 1. Smith, in 1872 (182), his fnller paper being published in the following
year. He described and figured the first three larval stages and what appeared to be
a fourth or fifth stage from specimens obtained in Vineyard Sound, Massachusetts,
in the summer of 1871. At that time the United States Fish Commission did not
possess the laboratory facilities which afterwards grew out of the labors of Professor
Baird, but notwithstanding these drawbacks this work is so carefully done that sub­
sequent studies will find little to correct, so far as they deal with the external anatomy
of the larvas described. Professor Smith says that between the third stage and what
he called an " early stage of the adult form" " there is possibly an intermediate form.
The changes in the whole appearance of the animal have been so much greater than
between the first and second or between the second and third larval stages that,
although the difference in size is inconsiderable, the whole change did not perhaps
take place in one molt." .

Professor Ryder, who published a short paper on the metamorphosis of the lobster
in 188G (171), supposed that the first adult-like form of Smith was preceded by four
stages, but by only three ecdyses, the first molt (which occurs at the time of hatching,
as Sal's (175) had found to take place in the European lobster) having been overlooked.
The fact of the case is that the lobster molts four times before reaching the stage in
which it resembles so strikingly the adult animal. It is still essentially a larva in
habit and structure and swims at the surface, although its earlier natatory organs are
reduced to mere rudiments (plate 23).

Figures of the late embryos and of the first larva or its appendages have also been
published by Erdl ((;2), Couch (48), Gerbe,' and Faxon ((j7), the work of the latter con­
taining drawings by Stimpson and Alexander Agassiz, but it is not necessary to refer
to these in detail.

METHODS OF STUDYING THE YOUNG.

In the course of my studies on the metamorphosis of the lobster I have endeavored
to follow the history of individual larvas, This seems to the inexperienced a very
simple matter, but the task is beset with serious difficulties. We may isolate the deli­
cate larva from its natural enemies and place it under the most favorable conditions
which we can devise, when new foes immediately spring up or unexpected disasters
happen. The larvre which I studied were in most cases hatched at a known period by
the artificial methods now in use. Healthy specimens were then selected and placed,

lThe fignres of Gerhe are very crude, as reproduced lly Blnnchru-d (1[1) awl Duncan, 'I'hey ure
intended to represent the embryo shortly before hntchiug, the young immediately after hatching, and
after the second molt. The original paper of Gerhe J have not seen.
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usually singly, in a 4-gaUon glass jar, which was covered with coarse linen scrim and
snpplied with running sea water. The mesh of the cloth soon became clogged, thus
fouling the water in the jar, which had to be cleansed daily.. Under these conditions
young lobsters have been kept alive over 100 days and carried through ten molts.
The only food which they had beside that contained in the water was lobster eggs.
These were rarely touched by the very yonng larvre, unless they were floated. Had
my stay at the seashore been prolonged some of the young could have been kept alive,
I am sure, for an indefinite period, but other duties calling me away before the close
of summer, they usually died from lack of attention.

There is now (August 1, 1894) alive ill the hatchery of the Fish Oo mmission sta­
tion a lobster which was hatched from the egg in June, 1893, and which is, therefore,
considerably over a year old.' The length of this lobster is only 36 mm., while three
lobsters which were hatched and kept alive until December 10, 1886, being then between
five and six months old, measured 35,36.3, and 51.8 mm., respectively. I mention this
fact, now, to show how variable individuals are in their molting or, what amounts to
the same thing, in their rate of growth. It is improbable that such a marked varlatiou
would occur in a state of nature, yet it is likely, as I shall later show, that even here
variation in individual growth is by no means slight. (See table 84 and p. 97.)

Before describing the strncture and habits of the larva we will glance at the
condition of the embryo at a late period in embryonic life.

THE EMBRYO IN LATE STAGES OF DEVELOPMENT.

A photograph of a living lobster with external eggs taken in Cleveland, Ohio,
December 8, 1893, is reproduced in plate 7. A cluster of these eggs, showing how they
are attached to one another and to the setre of the swimmerets, is illustrated by fig. 25.
Drawings of the living egg and of the embryo teased from the egg capsule (figs. ­
26 to 28) give us some idea of the stage of development reached, in this instance, at
the very beginning of winter. Progressive stages of growth in the case of a lobster
whose eggs were laid July 1, 1890, and were beginning to hatch June 1, 1891, are illus­
trated by figures in the text. (Plates G to J.)

At the stage shown in fig. 27 the bright green yolk occupies nearly one entire
hemisphere of the egg. This massive store of food, at the expense of which the organs
of the body are gradually developed, becomesreduced at the time of hatching' (fig. 29,
plate 18) to a mere remnant within the stomach of the larva, and often undergoes
changes in color, at the last stage becoming a dull yellowish-brown. The paired com­
pound eyes have already become most conspicuous, both on account of their size and
color. The pigment area, which has a peculiar contour, is almost black when light is
transmitted or when reflected, except at a certain angle. It then glisten« with great
brilliancy, owing probably to the interference of light in the thin peripheral pigment­
layer. Bright red chromatophores are distributed in a characteristic manner 011 the
appendages, particularly on their basal segments and along the sides of the carapace.
'l'lte yolk is divided by conspicnous dorsal and lateral indentations, corresponding to
the folds of the digestive tract and its diverticula, which gradually inclose it.

During the course of development the ova increase considerably in size and,
losing their original globular form, become distinctly oval or oblong.

I See No.1, table 33.
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Peculiar concretions are developed in the intestine of the embryo when 5 or G
weeks old, as shown in figure 233, plate 51, and persist up to the time of hatching
(fig. 30, pl. 18). They were noticed as early as 1843 by Erdl (62). We see them to
better advantage in a section of the intestine of a much older embryo, as in figure
25:3, P. There is great variation in both the size and shape of these bodies, but they
consist of a stainable, apparently structureless core, surrounded by a non stainable
substance. The latter has distinct concentric strire and resembles the cyst of a para­
site. A concretion teased from the intestine of a similar embryo is illnstrated in
figure 256.

In the living animal they have a white lustrous appearance, and are quite conspic­
uous, moving to and fro with the peristaltic contractions of the intestine. On the
suspicion that they might be of a parasitic origin I submitted them to Dr. Stiles of the
United States Bureau of Animal Industry. He has kindly examined them, and con­
cludes, so far as it was possible to reach a conclusion from the material at command,
that the bodies in question were nonparasitic. In this event it is probable that they
are the frecal residue of the egg yolk which "Undergoes' digestion in the course of
embryonic life. The animal is entirely rid of them soon after hatching.

THE HATCHING OF THE LARVA.

A lobster in the act of hatching is represented in fig. 29, plate 18, and one teased
from the egg in fig. 30. The embryo at this time is inclosed, by three membranes,
namely: (1) the outer or secondary egg membrane; (2) the primary egg membrane,
improperly called the chorion; (3) a larval membrane, which is seen inclosing, like
a glove, the various appendages in fig. 30. These are better shown in a much distended
condition in cut 20, plate F. In this case, however, the innermost cuticle is not the
larval membrane, but an earlier embryonic molt, which is absorbed long before the
time of hatching is reached.

When burst by internal pressure the secondary egg membrane splits (in the vel"
tical longitudinal plane of the embryo) into two halves like the cotyledons of a bean,
and is drawn off in most cases over the head by the strand or stalk with which it is
continuous. It is a thick, translucent bag of a yellowish.brown tint, slightly elastic
and easily torn. It completely separates from the underlying membrane, except at
one point, that beneath the stalk of attachment. Here it adheres to the primary
membrane, which has now become reduced by distention into an exceedingly delicate
pellicle. In this particular case (fig. 29) it was whole, until ruptured by needles (just
above eyes), and thus completely inclosed the exposed parts of the embryo. When
the outer membrane of attachment bursts, it contracts and usually drags the delicate
inner cuticle away with it. The embryo thus slips out in the condition shown in
fig. 30.

This is a very critical period in the life of the artificially hatched lobster. If it is
healthy it soon molts, the swimming hairs are rapidly evaginated, and it emerges into
what may be properly called the first locomotor larval stage. If less fortunate, it lies
on its back for hours, struggling to get clear of some part of its larval covering. The
failure to pass this molt is the cause of death to many embryos which have been reared
successfully up to this point in the hatching jar.
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When the lobster has successfully escaped from the egg capsule, and shaken itself
free from its larval cuticle, it emerges as a free-swimming animal, rising to the surface,
where it remains until its pelagic Iife is over. A sketch of one of these young lobsters
is represented in plate 19, and a lateral view is given in plate 20.

The animal is but little over a tlurd of an inch long. The average length of 15
specimens was 7.84 mm., the extremes being 7.50 and 8.03 mm,

The body is segmented as in the' adult form, the most striking characteristics
being the enormous compound eyes, the conspicuous rostral spine, the spatulate telson,
and the biramous swimming appendages, which, from their resemblance to the perma­
nent swimming organs of the Schizopods, have given to this and the two succeeding
forms the name of "Schizopod Iarvte," Functional appendages are wanting. only in
the abdominal segments, where, however, very small buds of the adult swimmerets
can be seen beneath the cuticle, in the second, third, fourth, and fifth abdominal
somites.

The cuticle of the larval lobster is now as translucent as glass, and the organs of
the body-the heart and blood vessels, the alimentary tract, and rudimentary gills­
are seen with great clearness. The green food yolk has disappeared entirely, or is
reduced to a mere remnant, now more yellow than green, in the masticatory stomach.
Perhaps the most conspicuous internal organ is the yellowish-brown liver, or gastric
gland, the form of which on either side of the body, resembles a cluster of grapes.

VAl~IA'l'IONS IN COLOR.

The color of the larval lobster is produced, as we have already seen, by a blue
pigment dissolved in the blood plasma and by chromatophores which lie in the dermal
layer of the skin, besides the pigment cells of the eyes. The distribution of the chro­
matophores is very characteristic and it is to these that the brilliant colors of the
Iarvte are largely due. (See plate 19.) The pigment which they secrete is of two
kinds, bright vermilion and yellow. The red cells are the larger and play the most
prominent role. The expansion and contraction of the chromatophores, by which the
animal becomes brightly colored or pale, ordinarily requires from ten to fifteen minutes
when stimulated by pressure. The chromatophores are distributed in the region of
the carapace, along its sides, and in front of the cervical groove. When they are
contracted the animal is pale blue and very translucent; when expanded the red cells
give it a very decided color. Larvre when struggling on the bottom to get free from
their old cuticle or when crippled ill any way are usually red, a commonly recognized
symptom of weakness. This, however, does not seem to be an infallible sign. Larvm
which were placed in a pool out of doors on a bright day in June became red in a
few hours while swimming at the surface in apparent vigor. (See p.188.)

Both the blue pigment of tIm blood and the yellow and red pigment of the
chromatophores are Iipochromogens, which are converted into lipochromes under the
influence of alcohol and other reagents (see pp. 135-136). The stomach and liver are
sometimes bright red, which recalls an observation by MacMunn (132), who concluded
from spectroscopic evidence that in the lobster (Homaru« gummarus) the euterochloro­
phyll of the liver might be carried to the hypodermis and converted iuto a lipochrome.



172 BULLETIN or THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION.

HA.BEl'S.

The habits of young lobsters differ but little during the various" stages" of their
free-swimming life, which is spent near the surface. Theil' pugnacious instinct is
undoubtedly strongest immediately after hatching, when their activity in killing and
devouring one another invariably attracts the notice of the spectator and forms an
insurmountable barrier to raising them ill small aquaria. Like the young of most
pelagic organisms, they can not bear crowding, either in vertical or horizontal limits.
As Weldon and Fowler (.201) have remarked:

They must, if they are to thrive, have a large superficial range, as well as a considerable depth
of water in which they may sink when such conditions as light and heat demand it.

In swimming the larvre use both the exopodites of the thoracic limbs, by the beating
movements of which they are impelled upward and forward, and the abdomen, by
the contraction of which, with its broad telson-plate, they dart rapidly backward.
Each thoracic limb consists of a short stalk, with two diverging branches, the outer
branch, which serves as an oar, being flattened and fringed with long feathered hairs.
The oars or exopodites work independently of the inner branches, which are mainly
prehensile organs, and alone give rise to the adult limb. The exopodites atrophy and
disappear completely after the fifth stage. In the common swimming or floating
position at the surface the thorax is usually held in a horizontal position, with bent
abdomen. In rising the head is inclined downward, often with the" tail" uppermost.
'When too weak to keep at the surface, they vacillate over the bottom, standing on their
head, as if probing for food, which, however, is not the case.

The larvte appear to be quite hardy under certain conditions. Thus I have kept
them alive. and apparently healthy, in small flat dishes of sea water, without change,
for from one to four days at a time, or until they molted to the second stage.

The time which elapses between two successive molts varies, as at an subsequent
stages, with the supply of food and general condition of the animal. In the Iarvre
which I had under observation the first stage lasts from one to four or five days, the
healthier ones molting in the shorter period.

THE SECOND STAGE.

All the larvre of this stage which I have examined were raised from the egg.
The average length in forty-seven cases was 9.2 mm., the extremes being 8.3 to 10.2mm,
It is evident that some of these were nndersized, and the measurement of this stage
given by Professor Smith, 10.6, is greater than any which I have observed. His speci­
mens were all taken by the towing net, and if the number examined was sufficiently
large it would indicate that under natural conditions a greater size is attained.

A profile view of the second larva is given in plate 21. This is drawn to the same
scale as the first larva 011 plate 20, and illustrates the increase in size effected at
the second molt. All parts are now much larger, excepting the swimming thoracic
appendages, which have grown but little. The swimmerets, visible as buds below the
cuticle of the first larva.Tiave now grown out on the second to fifth abdominal somites,
and the rudiments of the last pair of appendages can be seen beneath the skin at the
proximal end of the telson plate (fig. 102, plate 34).

The habits of the second larva differ in no respect from those of the first, and in
color the two stages are very similar.. In transparent larv.e, with contracted chroma-
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tophores, great variety may be produced by the color of the gastric gland, which is
often orange or some cast of yellow, and by the contents of the alimentary tract, which
shows plainly through the body walls. Bright green pigment now appears for the first
time upon the dorsal surface of the carapace and upon the tergal surfaces of the first
five abdominal somites.

As in the first stage, the larvie thrive only on one another when kept in close quar,
ters, I have often watched one of these larvre as it attacked another which appeared
to be its equal in size and strength. The aggressive lobster usually tried to seize
his fellow by the small of the back or between the carapace and abdomen, using for
weapons the walking appendages, chiefly the first three pairs. He was soon astride
the back of his victim, and dragged him to the bottom of the jar, where be began to
devour him.

The second larval stage lasts from t\VO to five days.

THE THIRD STAGE.

'I'he average length of the third larva in seventy-nine individuals examined was
11.1 mm., the extremes being 10 to 12 mm.

The third larva resembles the preceding stages very closely in habits. Struc­
turally, it differs but little from the second larva. (Compare plates 21 and 2~.) The
outer branches of the thoracic legs are still the principal swimming' organs. However,
the last pair of abdominal appendages, which form the outer blades of the tail-fan,
are ready for service, and the swimmerets are fringed with short setai, The large
claws, which were already conspicuous, are relatively much larger.

COLOl~.

The third larva resembles the preceding stages closely in color. When the chro­
matophores close the animal is quite pale, as was the case with one which I examined
in the act of molting'. As a rule, the color is enhanced by this stimulus. When this
specimen was examined with the microscope it was seen that the red chromatophores
were contracted so as to resemble small dots or stipple marks. The yellow pigment
cells were more irregular.

When this transparent, almost colorless, larva is placed in a dish with others the
contrast is very striking. The colored form, in which the pigment cells are expanded,
is a rich, deep brown, varied with a vivid yellowish-green. The appendages are for
the most part reddish-brown, excepting the terminal parts of the smaller ones, such
as the exopodites and endopodites of the pleopods and the flagella of the antennas,
which are bluish. The large chelre are a deep reddish-brown. The same color occurs
sparingly on the sides of the carapace and on the lateral and ventral surfaces of the
abdomen. The hinder parts of the carapace are touched with bright yellowish-green,
as are the third, fourth, and fifth terga of the abdomen. These intense metallic

. colors greatly resemble those of' the fourth larva. In reflected light a whitish pigment
is seen in the lateral eye, which is strongly iridescent, as in the earlier larvas,

One larva (10.8 mm, long) has the thorax and npper half of' the abdomen greenish­
blue; abdomen reddish below; tail- fan reddish; red pigmeut cells occur on the append­
ages and on the sides of the branchiostegites, as ill the earlier stages.

In another, examined in the act of moltiug, on July 8, the colors were very bright.
Especially noticeable were the metallic green spots on the fourth and fifth abdominal
segments.
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Another larva (11 mm, long) has colors similar to the first just described: Large
chelse reddish-brown; lower half of the abdomen, caudal fan, and sixth abdominal seg­
ment of same color; carapace yellowish.green, rather less transparent than in earlier
stages; bright peacock-green with yellowish tinge on the terga of the fourth and fifth
abdominal segments; considerable blue at the joints of the appendages (probably
because the cuticle is here thinner) and in different parts of the body. It must be
remembered that the transparency of the larva is now determined in an important
degree by the greater or less time which has elapsed since the last molt-that is, by the
greater or less proximity to the ecdysis which is to follow. The old cuticle becomes
partially opaque as soon as any lime is, deposited in it, which happens at about this
period.

The third larval stage lasts from two to eight days.

THE FOURTH STAGE.

The young larva 1 emerges from its fourth molt into a form which bears such a
striking resemblance to the adult lobster that an intervening stage between this and
the preceding was supposed to exist; but such is not the case. A dorsal view, colored
to life, of one of these larvre is represented by plate 23. The swimming branches of
its thoracic legs have been abruptly shed, or rather have been reduced to functionless
stumps (plate 31, figs. 74,75). It still swims at the surface, with greater agility and
speed than at any former stage, and is still virtually a larva, although it has the adult
locomotor organs. .

. It swims rapidly forward by means of the swimmerets, and darts backward
with quick jerks of the abdomen, "frequently jumping out of the water in this way,"
as Professor Smith says, "like shrimp, which their movements in the water much
resemble" (182). As they move forward they hold the large ehelre extended straight
in front of the bead; when disturbed they raise the chelre to defend themselves like
an adult lobster.

It has the larval rostrum and the large antennal scale or exopodite, and the
first abdominal somite is without trace of appendages.

The average length of 64 larvas was 12.6 mm., or about half an inch, the extremes
being 11 and 14 mm,

COLOR.

The range of variation in color is now very great. A typical color pattern is rep:
resented in plate 23. Occasionally, even at this period, a larva is very light-colored
and its transparency is nearly equal to that of the third larva.

The cast of color maybe (1) yellow and red; (2) red; (3) green; (4) green and
reddish-brown. In the first case the carapace is light yellow, translucent, and sprinkled
with red chromatophores. The abdomen and large ohelte are reddish-brown, and there
is a quadrilateral yellowish-green area on the terga of the fourth and fifth abdominal
segments. In the red individuals the animal is bright red, especially on the abdomen
and large chelre. The carapace is yellowish, spotted with red, and the abdomen is
marked in the way just described. In the green variation, the whole animal is bright

I The use of the word "larva" for tho fourth and fifth stages is not without objection, but it is
perhaps better than the phrase" adult-Iike form." It is very probable, as I have shown, that the
young lobster may remain at the surface of the ocean, even after the sixth molt. It will be most
convenient, however, to define the larval period of the animal by the duration of its pelagic life,
which is practically at a close by the end of the fifth stage.
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green. Bright yellow-green areas are noticeable 011 the abdominal terga as before, and
upon the hinder portion of the carapace. There is some brown pigment on the large
chelre and tail-fan. In the fourth variety (fig. 36), the abdomen and chela; are rich
reddish-brown, with light peacock-green on the terga of the abdominal rings, as is
commonly seen, and on the carapace next to the abdomen. The rest of the carapaceIS
greenish-brown. In this and all earlier stages the color of the carapace is partly due
to that of the internal organs, especially to the alimentary tract and gastric glands.

The following notes illustrate the changes which individual larvas undergo, with
reference to molting and surrounding conditions. A fourth larva raised from the egg,
when examined on July 13, was decidedly bluish. The whole animal was quite trans­
lucent, the heart and yellowish" liver" showing plainly through the shell. The claws
and body were sky-blue, due, as in the first larva, to the blood pigment. The brown
and yellow chromatophores were contracted to such an extent as to have no appreciable
effect upou the general color pattern. Two days later the carapace was greenish and
the chelre dark brown, On July 17 the colors were deeper; Oll the 1Hth the general
cast of color was dark bluish-green; reddish-brown on the abdomen and ehelre. On
Jnly 21, when the animal was nearly ready to molt, the carapace was bluish-green , the
abdomen and ehehe brownish-red. Four days later, July 25, this animal molted to the
fifth stage. The fifth larva was dark olive, tinged with brown on the abdomen and ehelre.

A larva which molted July 11 to the fourth stage was pale, and apparently
almost devoid of pigment. The internal organs were plainly visible. There was a
delicate wash of brown on the abdomen, tail-fan, and ehelre. The microscope showed
that the closed ehromatophores were very small.

Another larva, 13.1 mm. long, which was raised from the egg, had on July 6 the
usual mixture of brown and green pigments. On.July 15 the animal was very dark
brown, excepting the carapace, which had a metallic green luster. The large chelre
are tipped with white or cream color, and there is a large light patch on the outer side
of the hinder end of the exopodite of the uropod. Fainter and smaller whitish areas
occur on the pleura of the first abdominal ring. 'I'his larva molted about August 3 to
the fifth stage; color, reddish-brown.

Rarely is a larva seen which is reddish-orange, the blue and brown pigments
being almost completely obscured. The pigments of the eye are similar to those of
the earlier stages.

In a larva of 14 mill. long, observed July 25, the carapace was of the usual greenish­
brown cast, with three light-greenish spots on each side-a very small spot behind
the eye; a smaller one below this, and a larger one farther back below the cervical
groove. These are the first traces of very characteristic areas, which I shall call
"tendon marks," upon the skeleton of all later stages, and mark the places where
certain muscles are attached to the integument. The significance of these color
changes will be considered later on. (See p, 135.)

A fourth larva, which was caught at the surface near the Fish Commission wharf
on a very bright day (July 25, 1891), was similar in color to some of those already
described. The thorax w-as green, brightest posteriorly; the chelre and abdomen dark
reddish·brown; a brilliant light-green area appeared on the tergum of the third and
fourth abdominal segments.

On Augnst 10 I examined a number of lobsters in the fourth, fifth, and sixth
stages, which had been kept in glass jars and fed upon meat. Many of these were so
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completely covered with foreign matter that they could hardly swim, some lying upon
their backs on the bottom of the aquarium. Colonies of zoothamnium-like protozoa
were clustered over all their appendages. The setre were loaded with sediment filled
with bacteria, diatoms, and infusoria. This illustrates the fate which awaits the larvre
of all crustacea, wheu crowded in small aquaria.

The fourth larval stage lasted (in the average of nine individuals, which were
raised from the egg) 13 days and varied from 10 to 19 days.

THE FIFTH STAGE.

In fifteen individuals known to have molted five times, the average length was
14.2 mm., and the extremes 13.4 and 15 mm.

There are no external marks by which the fifth stage can be distinguished from
the fourth or even from the sixth stage with any degree of precision, at least by the
unaided eye (fig. 31, plate 18). Neither the size nor color changes can be invariably
relied upon. Microscopical examination, however, shows that the rudiments of the
swimming exopodites, which could be readily detected in the fourth larva, have now
become still more reduced, while in the sixth stage they have completely disappeared.

The following notes illustrate the changes of color which are observed in larvre
passing from the fourth to the fifth aud sixth stages. On July 7 a fourth larva
(No. 35, table 34) showed the typical colors, reddish-brown and various tints of green.
When observed eight days later the color was dark maroon. The fifth molt occurred
about July 17 (length, 14.8 mm.), The color was then greenish-brown; the large
chelre reddish-brown, tipped with cream color, most marked upon the propodi. As
in some fourth larvre, there is a terminal light spot on the exopodite of the uropod.
Faint light spots are also seen on the sides of the abdominal segments. There are,
moreover, two very prominent, white, discoidal areas on the carapace corresponding to
the insertions of muscles, as already pointed out.

The following measurements of this larva will give a clearer idea of the length
of some of the parts and of their increase after the molt:

Measuroments of larva, third to fifth stages.

Length of the fifth larva.. _ __ __ ..
Distance from tip of extended chelrpeds to end of telson .
Length of flagellum of second autennu _ .
Length of carapace in third stage __. _ . _.. __ __. __.
Length of carapace in fourth atage _ _ .
Length of carapace in fifth stage _ _ _..
Greatest width of carapace, fifth stage _..
Length of large chelle, fourth stage.. u _ _ __

Length of largechelu-, fifth stage _.. _. _.. __ . _ . __.:

Millimo·
tel's.

14.8
19.5
11
5.4
6.3
7
3.1
4
5

Auother larva raised from the third stage (No. 12, table 34) is olive-green, with
the characteristic white marks very faint on the carapace. The large ohelre are
yellowish-green, due to the presence of blue and yellow chromatophores.

In the case of a fifth larva reared in an aquarium the colors resemble those of
the sixth stage, represented in plate 25. The white spots ou the carapace have the
disposition shown in fig. 37, plate 24. The third pair of maxillipeds are tipped with
white.

No noticeable differentiation can be detected in the large claws unless occasioned
by loss and subsequent growth or by injury to oue of the members. It often happens
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that the dactyl is bent upward as much as forty degrees away from the propodus, so
that the cutting edges meet but imperfectly.

Larva No. 36, table 34, was nearly ready to molt to the fifth stage on July 17. It
was of an opaque greenish-brown color, the claws deep brown. The carapace had a
dull, bluish luster when strong light was reflected from it, a well-recognized mark of
the molting state.

Two days later it was in the fifth stage. The carapace and upper surfaces of the
abdomen were now greenish brown. The white tendon mark on the side of the cara­
pace below the cervical groove was very prominent. The light areas on the first
abdominal ring and upon the uropods were rather faint, and the chelre, as usual, were
tipped with cream color.

The remarkable "death-feigning habit," which I shall discuss later, was developed
in this larva to an unusual degree. A colored drawing of this lobster after the sixth
molt, which occurred about July 30, is represented in plate 25.

The fifth larval stage lasted ill five observed cases from 11 to 18 days.

7HE SIXTH STAGE.

'I'he average length of five lobsters known to have molted six times was 16 mm.,
the extremes being 15 and 17 mm,

I have already referred to the color of this stage, which is represented in an indio
vidual raised from the egg on plate 25. The general cast of color of the upper parts
is often dark green or greenish-brown, and the "tendon-marks" on the carapace have
now become very conspicuous. Equally characteristic are the snow-white pleura of
the first abdominal ring.

A dorsal view of another lobster of this stage is given on plate 24. The coloring
is from the sixth stage of larva No.3, table 34. The whole animal is of a reddish­
chocolate color, against which the white spots contrast very sharply.: In the cervical
groove there is a narrow transverse white area, a large white spot on the distal
extremity of the meros of the cheliped, in addition to those already mentioned and
the flattened rostrum is conspicuous for its absence of color, being but faintly tinged
with green.

A young lobster captured with the tow net in Woods Hole Harbor in the day­
time, August 23, 1890, resembles the sixth stage, already described. The length of
the lobster was 16.5 mm, (For record of the capture of other lobsters in sixth stage,
see table on p. 187.)

The individual color-changes which these lobsters undergo were well illustrated in
a specimen, 16 mill. long, captured in the net July 24, 18\)0. When first taken it was
bright bluish-green, excepting a slight amount of brownish pigment visible on some
of the appendages. This lobster was accidentally left over night in a glass dish of
water on my work-table. In the morning it had a decided reddish-brown color and
was very weak. One is reminded of the similar but more striking change in color
Which the remarkable little lizard Anolis prinoeps, of the Southern States, undergoes
When it is suddenly stimulated.

Larvm have also been captured ill the tow, from 15 to 16 mm.Iong, which resembled
more nearly the fourth stage ill color, but uudoubtedly belonged to the fifth and sixth
stages.

Jr. c. B. 1895-1~
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A young lobster about six weeks old, raised from the egg, and probably in the
sixth stage, was light brownish-olive on the upper surface, the c helas being more
decidedly brown. The under surface of the body was almost colorless. The usual
cream-colored or white spots occurred on the carapace and appendages and the ter­
minal spines of the abdominal pleura were whitish. The large claws, which show no
special differentiation, are held together in front of the animal as it swims forward.
When suddenly disturbed, the young lobster opens its claws, spreads wide its arm­
like chelipeds, at the same time raising itself into a threatening attitude, ready to
receive or strike a blow. The iridescent pigment of the eyes is no longer visible.
Some measurements of parts of this lobster are as follows:

Menaurmuents.
--------~---_.~----_.

Millime·
ters.

Length 16
Length of thorax, including rostrum .. u ••• _ u __ •••• u. 8
Greatest width of thorax. _ '1 4
I..ongth of untonnnry flagellum . 11
Length of proporlus of large chela .. , ; 5.5

Lobsters in the fifth stage, which are raised ill aquaria, swim less at the surface
than in preceding stages, going frequently to the bottom of the jars for their food, and it
is during this and partly in the sixth stage that the pelagic life of the lobster comes
to all end. It then sinks to the bottom and leads an entirely new life. Its larval
characters have completely disappeared, and buds of'fhe modified 'appendages of the
first abdominal segment have begun to grow out. In locomotion and general habits it
resembles the adult animal closely, but t he final adult condition is only attained after
a long series of molts, which require, in all probability, from four to five years.

The sixth stage lasted (ill three cases observed) 9, 14, and 18 days, respectively,

SEVENTH STAGE.

The seventh stage can not be distinguished by any known characteristics from
that which immediately precedes and follows. Unless one has watched and recorded
the molts, it is impossible to say at this or a later period through just how many
ecdyses the animal bas actually passed. The larval stages merge insensibly into
those of the adolescent period, and these pass as gradually into those of tbe adult, so
it will be more profitable to follow the history of individual lobsters from this period
onward rather than to attempt to describe stages which have no marked distinguishing
characters.

In table 34 I have recorded the molts of thirty-nine young lobsters raised during
the summers of 1891 and 1892. 'I'he increase at each ecdysis and the increase per cent
(that is, tile ratio between the actual increase and the former length) are also given.
Many of the adolescent lobsters, which it should be understood are the remnant of a
much larger number which I attempted to raise, died shortly after the last recorded
molt. Some, however, were living when I was obliged to leave Woods Hole, at the
middle or latter part of August, and doubtless could have been reared had they
received the necessary care. The life-history, as illustrated in table 34, has been
followed from the time of hatching to the tenth stage or ecdysis, when the animal
is over an inch long and about three months old.

We have considered in detail at the close of Chapter III the bearings of these
observations upon the rate of growth in the lobster.
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The number of IIIOltS or the rapidity of growth is a question which now assumes
special interest and, as I shall eventually show, it is subject to considerable individual
variation.

Two young lobsters after the seventh molt measured 18.4 and 1U.5 mm, (Nos. 1,2,
table 35) and remained in this etage 21 and 18 days respectively.

Lobster No.1 (table 35).-The first of these was raised from the fourth stage. Its
color in the sixth stage is represented on plate 24. The animal after the seventh molt
was light brown, tinged with green, when observed 011 August 20. It exhibited the
" death-feigning habit" ill a very marked degree. 'I'his lobster molted for the eighth
time on September 10, and died the day following, when it measured 21.2 mill. It was
hatched about May 27, and was therefore 107 day", old. ,

Lobster No.2 (table 35).-Thisyoullg female lobster had just molted when first
examined on July 13, and was then without doubt in the sixth stage. In color it
closely resembled fig. 37, plate 24. It molted for the seventh tilDe Oil .Iuly 27, when it
attained a length of 19.5 mm. 'I'he color at this time was but little changed, being
(L deep chocolate above, with the tendon HUH'ks Oil the carapace equally prominent.

The triangular rostrum is somewhat narrower. The" finger" of the large claw
and the outer branch of the tail-fan are cream-colored. The latter, as in the sixth
stage, carries a very long fringe of setre, which beeomes characteristic of the adolescent
period. These setm are about two-thirds the length of the uropod, The left cheliped,
which was thrown off at the time of the sixth molt, had grown out a,gaill, so that after
the seventh ecdysis the length of the new appendage was about seven-tenths of that
01\ the opposite side. The length of the right chela was 6.5 mm.; of the left, 4.5 mm.

'I'he stalked eyes are now very large and continue to grow relatively faster than
the rest of the body until they attain great prominence in the adolescent 'stages, as
already described.

The first pair of abdominal appendages are present as small buds, and after the
next molt their size is not greatly increased.

After the eighth molt (August 14, length 22.G mm.) there was but little noticeable
change in color. The general cast is still brown, with a bluish-green tinge on the
carapace. The length of the fringing setm of ·tai}.faIl-1~mm.-nearly equals that of
the telsou. The median sternal spines are present on the 'second to fifth abdominal
somites, and have a bluish color.

Lobster No.3 (table 35).-This young female lobster was raised from the egg and
placed under observation when in the third stage, July 4, 18!l2. At this time it was
11 nnn.Jong, It molted to the sixth stago 011 August 1B, and when Ltiually left Woods
Hole on the 23d of this month there had been no noteworthy change. When examined
on September 22, by Dr. E. A. Andrews, it had attained the length of Hl.75 rnm, It is
therefore highly probable that only one intervening molt had occurred and that this
happened late in August or early in the following month. It died before another
ecdysis, on the 5th of October, when it was about 105 days old, having molted eight
times.

Lobster No.4 (table 35).-When this lobster came under systematic observation,
011 tIle 25th of July, it WaS ill the sixth stage and 16.3 mm long. An account of its
ecdyses, which were carefully watched, one occurring on that very day while in a dish
upon my table, will be given in another place. (See p. 183.)
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Before molting the animal was of a dark umber color and very sluggish. Imme­
diatelyafter this ecdysis (the seventh in number) the whole body was translucent, the
general color being reddish-browu, with a slight greenish tinge on the carapace. The
large claws were a bright terra-cotta color. 'I'here was a prominent whitish crescentic
spot immediately behind the cervical groove and the three characteristic tendon marks
on each side of the carapace were as prominent as in the sixth stage, (Compare plate
24.) The pleura of the first abdominal somite were snow-white, and the uropods of the
tail-fan were tipped with cream color.

The lobster after the seventh molt keeps steadily upon the bottom, in walking
over which it uses chiefly the last three pairs of thoracic legs. 'I'he large claws and
smaller chelate legs next to them are extended forward in front of the head, although
the latter appendages are occasionally used for locomotion. A very slight differentia­
tion in the large chclre is noticed, but in the eighth stage the difference iH marked.
At about the time of the seventh ecdysis the right antennary flagellum was lost;
eight days later it appeared, in the process of regen eration, as a short spiral coil;
this continued to grow, and after the eighth molt, which occurred on the 8th of
August-an interval of two weeks from the last-it was about its normal size.

At the seventh stage pigment has been deposited below the enamel layer of the
cuticle in an amount which, though at first very slight, increases with every molt, and
the color pattern becomes more and more complex. In the eighth stage the general
color is deep reddish-brown, with olive tints. The characteristic tendon marks and
cream-colored spots are present. There is a dorsal light-green median stripe on the
carapace, very much narrower than when first seen in the fourth stage.

This lobster had undergone no appreciable change by the 23d of August, but
when next examined, September 22, it measured 29.5 mm. In the interval of thirty
days it had undoubtedly molted twice and was in the tenth stage. The first abdominal
somite has very delicate, white appendages, which are distinctly two-jointed and raised
from the surface to a nearly vertical position.

Lobster No.5 (table 35).-This lobster was hatched about May 25, and when
isolated, on August 1, it measured 24 mm. It was probably in the ninth stage and was
about 67 days old. The general color was dark green, touched with brown; large
chelae olive-brown, reddening toward the extremities, with glistening white tips; the
under side was a tint lighter. The uropods and telson are whitish, bordered with
reddish-brown. The contents of the intestine can be seen through the slightly trans­
lucent shell. Tendon marks on the carapace are prominent, as in the other cases
described.

Some measurements of this lobster are as follows:
-------~------------------~--.

Measurements of lobster No.5, in ninth stage.

Length _ _.. _ _. __. _ __. .

~~~ft~~t~vf:iihl~~~~~~;,- '~~;,'::: :::::::::::: ::::::::::::::::::::::::::::
Length of antennary t~gdllIm.. __ ...... . __ . _ .
Length of large chela Oil either side .. _ .
Greatest breadth of chela of OIlC side. _.. _ __.. _'" __ __.
Greatest breadth of chela of other side _ _ __ . _.

Mlllhne­
tors.

24
11

[,
23
9
a
2.5

In the smaller of the two claws the extremities are nearly straight; in the larger
the" fingers" are more bent, and each bears a large tubercle at about the middle of
the occludent margins.
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The animal hides among the stones at the bottom of the aquarium, and behaves
in most respects like an adult animal. The eyes are dull brownish-black, without
iridescence.

When examined again on August 13 this lobster had molted, now for the tenth
time, and was 25 mill. long. 'I'he general color was dark brownish-green, with
reddish-brown on the large ohelipeds, as before. The white or light color of the
pleura of the first abdominal segment and tail-fan is obscured or has disappe'u-ed,
The shell pigments are now more abundant, and the cuticle has lost its translucency
in consequence.

The following measurements illustrate the growth of some of the parts:

Meuaurcments of lobs tor No.5, iu tenth Millimo- iMeasurerueute of lobster No.5, ill tenth I Mill ime I
stage. tel's. I st.age. tel's.

Length .
Length of carapace _ __.
Greatest width of carapace .
Leugth from tips of extended eholi-

peds to end of telson __ .
Length o~ antennary tlagell.1Im .
Lengt.b 01 antellllul eXOllOtht.o -- .
Length of cruahiug che a _ .
Greutest. breadth of crushiug ehela .
I..ength of dactyl of crushing chela .

28
13
6.4

B4
25
5.5

10.5
s.s
5

Length of cuttdug chela ..
Greatest, breadt.h of cutting chela .
Lougth of dnctyl of cut.tiug chela .
Length of telson .
Breadth of telaon """ .
Length of termiual I'riuge of buirs , _..
Greatest widt.h of nbdoruen nt second

somfte . _ __0 __ ••• _ ••• _. __

Length of roetrum n .

Breadth of' rostrum at l.UI.S6 • __ ". _••••

11
3
5.7
4
B.3
2

5
4
2

...-~--"-.-""--"-------'-----'

Lobster No. C (table 35).-This was the only survivor out of a considerable number
of lobsters hatched early in the season of 18n2, and when first examined-about the
first week in August-measured 18.5 nnn., and was probably in the seventh stage. At
this time a slight difference in the large claws could be detected, which increased
with subsequent molts. There is nothing noteworthy in which this young' lobster
differed from those already described. (See No. 38, table 34.)

Lobster No.1 (table 33).-1 have referred to this young female lobster, which was
hatched about June 20, 1893, and was alive when I left Woods Hole, August (l, 1894.
It was therefore 412 days old, and allowing it to have attained the length of 28 mm,
at the tenth molt--the average length of three individuals known to have reached
this stage-it mnst have molted thirteen times, which I am confident is not fur from the
truth. It is probable that no molts occurred during the winter, the last two recorded
having taken place May 21 and June 18, 1894.

The brilliant color is now wholly due to the pigments of the shell, which is no
longer transparent, and the color pattern is so complicated that it almost baffies descrip­
tion. The body is light umber, freely speckled aud mottled with darker shades. 'I.'he
appendages are reddish-brown and slightly translucent. Small light areas or suffu­
sions are scattered over the body. 'I'he tendon marks on the carapace corresponding
to those seen in the fifth and sixth stages are prominent, that below the cervical groove
being over a millimeter in diameter. 'I'he pleura of the first abdominal ring are snowy
white. 'I'he free edges of the segments of the body and appendages are bright blue.
The large chelro are tipped with white. The openings of the oviducts are clearly
Heen and the copulatory pouch is not yet closed. The color of the appendages on
~he under side is light reddish-brown. The tail-fan is of the same hue edged with
deep red. The claws, which are tufted with sene at their tips, show remarkably
little differentiation. Tbe eyes have a dark-purplish pigment and have acquired the
characteristic large size and prominence of the adolescent stages.
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The following measurements show the proportions of some of the parts:

Measurements.

Length, ,June 27.1894.. .
Length of carapaeo. u ••• B •••• _ •••••••

Greatest breadth of carapace .
Length of antennary tlugellum .
Length of right chela (propodus) .
Greatest breadth of chela .
Length of dactyl. .

Mflffme­
ters.

30
10.5
7.9

'j:l
ia 5
4
7

Measurements. -"--1' Mil.li~e.·!
1-------------- _~er~i

Length of left chela (propod us) . 13 II

Greatest ~readth of chela (propoduaj , . 3.0
Length of dactyl...................... 7.8 I
Length of telson 5
Breadth of telson at hase...... 4.1 I

Length of fringing setse . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2 I
Diameter of cornea of lateral eye...... 2 ,

I

kept ill a small glass aquarium, and fed with clams.and with
It was undoubtedly undersized for its age, having molted about

This lobster was
lobster and cod eggs.
fifteen times.

The three lobsters raised in 1886, which on December 10 measured 35,36.3, and
51.8 mm., respectively (Nos. 7,8,9, table 315), had probably molted twelve times in the
first two instances and fifteen times in the last.

Lobster No. 10 (table 35).-WlJen this young lobster was brought up accidentally
on a lobster pot in Woods Hole Harbor July 18, 18m, it measured only 47 mm. (See
colored drawing, plate 26.) If it was hatched in the summer season it must have
been a little over a year old, and it is very probable that in this case also there bad
been fifteen molts.

The youngest lobsters taken in Casco Bay, Maine, October, 1893 (Nos. 1, 2, table
32), were doubtless hatched in the previous June, and were therefore about 16 weeks
old. 'l'hey had probably passed from thirteen to fourteen molts.

It is, therefore, clear that the young lobster varies very considerably in its rate of
growth, whether under artificial or natural conditions. In a state of' nature the young
lobsters hatched in June are probably from 2 to 3 inches long when 1 year old. (See
pp.96-99.)

I will now add a tabular statement of the successive molts of the adolescent lob­
sters, whose development has just been considered. Further details of their history
are given in table 34.

TABLE 35.-S'.lccessil'e molts of yo,~ng lobsters ancl their measurements in l1tillimeters.
-_. __..._-_._---~---,--- ------ . ---------------,-----:----,

Number of molt. Date of
No. of Iobster. last Age in

____. l-~~'-;l-~' 4 1_ 5~G~ ~_7 8__- 01 10 11 12' -13 .~4 -~= m;:;-::'I~[o, days.

1 (No.3, table :14).. .. 10 114.2 15.5 18.4 21. 2 .. -.. . __ Sept. 11 107
2 (No.4. table :141. __.. 10.5 19.5 22.0 Aug. 14 79
3 (No.:J7,tahle34) 1l 11]2.5 1:1.4 15 217.05 19.75 __ Oct, 5 105
4 (No. 34, table :14) _..... 10.3 18 21 225 29.5 __. Sept. 22 94
5 (No.:19,table:14) 24 28 __ AlIg.13 80
6 (No. 38, table B4).i.. . , 18.5 21.2 25 20.0 Sept. 22 294

~ m~: ~U~tl:~~l:I:: :::I::::::::::i:::::: ::::::1::::::: ::::::: :::: :::::: :::: ~~~.3 :::: :::: :::::: .~)~Il;; .". :I~:
9 (NO.19.tlLbI02:1).i···'···I'· .. · .. ····t ! t I j -- "'1251. 8 do 2173

10 (No.22,table23)·I I ~ ••••• ! J I r ··J: -- 247 .luly 18 2390

I A pproximato. 2 Number of molts, leugth, or "go estimated.

THE MOLTING OF THE EMBRYO AND LARVA.

The first cuticular structure formed in tile egg is a delicate blastodermic mem­
brane, which appears in the later stages of yolk segmentation and has often been
erroneously considered to belong primarily to the ovum. It becomes so firmly glued
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to the primary egg-membrane that any attempt at its removal almost inevitably results
in stripping off the blastoderm with it. It is, however, soon absorbed, or at least
detached, so that in the early egg-nauplius stages the shelling of the egg is quite an
easy matter, yet when the egg-naupllus is fully developed the iuner layer of the
capsule invariably sticks to the tips of the antennte, which are usually torn off with
its complete removal.

At a stage closely following the egg-uauplius the embryo is inclosed by three dis­
tinct membranes. I think it probable that the delicate inner cuticle, which can now
be removed by the aid of hot water witbout injury to the parts, is a distinct structure
from the blastodermic membrane just mentioned. The appendages at this time are
gloved with a cuticular molt, evidently distinct from that which comes off with the egg­
capsule when the animal is hatched. When eye pigment is formed these envelopes
are very easily demonstrated, as seen in cut 20, plate F, where they have been disteuded
by the prolonged action of picro-sulphuric acid. Up to this time it is therefore probable
that at least three embryonic molts have occurred. Others follow during the long embry­
onic life, and, as I have already shown, when the animal is about to hatch it is inclosed
in a cuticular molt which must be shed before it can enter upon its larval career.

In the second molt, preceding the second larval stage, the delicate shell is cast
entire, the only break being, as in the later stages, along the margins of the inner fold
of the carapace-that is, in the epimeral region of the branchial cavities and next
the abdomen. The shed cuticula is transparent, colorless, and flexible, and contains
little 01' no lime. The abdomen is usually withdrawn last, as is the case in adult life.

The cast shell at the fourth molt, which precedes the fourth stage, contains a
little lime, but no pigment. The fifth ecdysis, which ushers in the fifth stage, is
more noteworthy. A larva of this period molted in a glass dish on my table in the
forenoon of July 13, 1892, and was soou attacked by others in the dish and killed. The
carapace is gradually elevated from behind, and the animal escapes through the open­
iug thus formed. The calcareous shell, which is of a beautiful light-blue color, retains
its shape perfectly. The carapace, as early as the fourth stage, has a characteristic
areolation (see figs. 113 and 115, plate 35) and is covered with short setee. There is a
wide median stripe or band of absorption which branches into the cervical groove on
either side and widens at the rostrum. The carapace can he easily split along this
thin unpigmented area.

The ecdysis of a lobster in the sixth stage, the color of which has alreadybeen
described (No. 34, table :34), was observed under similar eircumstanoes. On the 8th of'
August this lobster molted again while I was watching in. At about 9.30 a. m., when
first examined, the abdomen was drawn away from the thorax, showing a distended
piuk membrane which connects these parts of the shell. Fifteen minutes later the
carapace was elevated, the pressure of the inclosed body swelling out the mem­
branes slowly. At 10.24 a. m, the young lobster turned over on its side and in three
minutes was out of its shell, about an hour having elapsed from the moment when
the process, already begun, was observed. The eyes and cephalo-thoracic appendages
are withdrawn first, and when these are free the animal slips away from the old shell,
the abdomen coming out last, as in the adult lobster.

The color of the cast shell is blue, with some green and brown pigment on the
tergal surfaces. Pigment is now gradually deposited ill the outer calcified layer of the
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shell, which soon becomes wholly responsible for the color of the animal. The dorsal
median stripe of the carapace is much narrower than when first observed in the fourth
stage (fig. 115), and the areas of absorption of lime salts from the lower segments
(meros and ischium) of the large ehelipeds are clearly outlined. The molting and
growth of the adult animal are fully discussed in Chapter III.

COLOR VARIATIONS IN THE YOUNG LOBSTER.

In the description of the larval stages just given I have purposely dwelt upon the
color changes which the young animal undergoes. This is intended to supplement
the previous observations upon the color variations of the adult. To sum up these
detailed accounts, we find that the color of the first four larval stages is subject to
considerable individual variation, due to the transparency of the shell and the con­
tractility of the chromatophores which lie beneath it. In the first larva the pigment
cells are relatively few, and respond to the slightest stimulus. With the growth of
the animal they become very numerous, more differentiated, and so commingled that
a very varied color pattern results. It is probable that in these stages their chief role
is a physiological one. A transparent and almost colorless larva swimming at the
surface of the ocean would undoubtedly be safer than a brilliantly colored one, but the
indiscriminate destruction of these larvee is so great, both on the part of animate 1

and inanimate foes, that such protection would eount for little. That it really counts
for nothing IS shown by the fact that the fourth larva (also a pelagic animal) is almost
invariably richly colored and is far more conspicuous at the surface than it would be if
colorless. Again, it is not likely that Iarvre know any such thing as fear, and the
chromatophores appear to expand under any unusual stimulus.

The color variations of the larva are the expression of physical and chemical
changes taking" place in the body, as the result, for the most part, of physiological
conditions. Some of these changes are sudden or discontinuous, and have no adaptive
or protective significance.

After the feurth molt pigment begins to appear in the chitinous shell and a com­
plicated color pattern is gradually produced which, as I have already shown, has, in all
probability, a protective value. This happens when the young animal has given up
its pelagic life and lives upon the sea bottom, having essentially the characters of
the furl-grown mature form.

rhe color variations of the adult are discussed in Chapter VIII.

THE DEATH-FEIGNING HABIT.

It was a matter of no little surprise to find that young lobsters in the fourth and
fifth stages sometimes exhibit in a striking degree the remarkable phenomenon known
as "feigning death." It is not strictly a habit, since it does not appear in alllarvm.
Some display it upon the least provocation, the greater number but seldom 01' not
at all. I have observed the same thing in a lobster over a year old, but have seen no
trace of it in the adult.

A young lobster to which I have already referred (No. 36, table 34) when examined
two days after the fifth molt showed this peculiarity in a typical way. When stroked
lightly with the finger it would immediately stiffen, and lie stretched out at the bottom

I Such as herring, mackerel, and menhaden, which from their peculiar habits of straining water
~or food call hardly fail to he great destroyer« of erustncenn larvie. (See note on menhaden, p. 122.)
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of the dish, on its side or back, as if paralyzed. Its appearance is now, however,
very different from that of a dead animal. 'I'he large chelipeds are stretched forward
in front of the head, and the other thoracic legs are drawn after them and held close
together with their tips pointing forward. It nsually remained in this position from a
quarter of a minute to a minute, when it would slowly orient itself and begin to move
about, in a short time becoming very active. This lobster on one occasion remained
in this stiffened, apparently paralyzed condition for th e space of eight minutes, and
would have continued in it a longer time still had it not been aroused.

While lying at the bottom of the dish in this state, a convulsive movement
of the swimmerets was detected and a twitching of various muscles over the body.
TIle appendages sometimes quivered, as if the muscles were in tetanic contraction. The
chelipeds and other walking legs remained perfectly rigid. When the animal finally
recovered, the thoracic appendages were gradually relaxed and, putting itself in a
defensive attitude, it slowly swam oft'.

If water is squirted at it with a pipette it will sometimes roll over and immedi­
ately straighten out as if dead. When disturbed and treated roughly with the finger
or a penholder, it stiffens in the same way; the abdomen is bent up slightly; all the
appendages are straightened out; the swimmerets are bent backward and can be seen
to quiver; the beating of the scaphognathite does not cease.

I have no doubt that this phenomenon is strictly analogous to the" shamming
death" of insects.ibut it is neither a habit nor an instinct. It is, perhaps, the raw
material, so to speak, out of which useful instincts are developed in some animals,
According to Darwin, there is great variation in the degree in which this instinct is
manifested Ininsecta. He observed" a most perfect series, even within the same genus
(Curculio and Ohrysomela), from species which feign only for a second and sometimes
imperfectly, still moving their anteunro (as with some Histers), and which will not
feign a second time however much irritated, to other species which, according to De
Geer, may be cruelly roasted at a slow fire, without the slightest movement-to others,
again, which will long remain motionless, as much as twenty-three minutes, as 1 find
with Ohrysomcla spartii." In seventeen different species which he observed, including
an Iulus, a Spider, and Oniscus, "both poor and first-rate shammers," he found that
"in no one instance was the attitude exactly thc same, and in several instances the utti­
tudes of the feigners and of the really dead were as unlike as they possibly could be." 1

Romanes, in his Mental Evolution in Animals, has treated the subject of feigning
death very fully, and has collected some very interesting' facts. Two observations
upon the crustacea are quoted, one of Bingley upon the "common crab, which, when
it apprehends danger, will lie as if dead, waiting for an opportunity to sink itself into
the sand, keeping only its eyes above it," and one by Preyer, who is said to have made
crayfish" stand upon their heads while in the hypnotic state"! Romanes agrees with
Preyer in attributing the shamming death in insects to "kataplexy," or mesmeric sleep
(iu many cases the physiological effect of fear), but gives some remarkable cases among
vertebrates in which it seems almost equally probable that there is intentional purpose
to deceive.

The" shamming dead" in insects and crustacea which leads simply to quiescenee,
and thus to their becoming conspicuous in the presence of their enemies, had been

I Chapter 011 Iuatlnot written for The Origin of Species.
in Animals, by George John Romanes, 1), 3flL

See Appendix to Mental Evolution
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intensified, as Darwin believed, through the agency of natural selection. It is evident
that no such mstinct could thus arise in pelagic animals, where the cessation of the
natural movements through hypnotic or other influences would lead to vertical down­
ward motion by the action of gravity, unless such movements were of decided benefit.

It may be significant that the phenomenon is seen for the first time in the lobster
when it is about ready to sink to the bottom and assume the adult habits. I have not
examined a sufficiently large number of the adolescent lobsters, from 1~ to 3 inches
long, to say how commonly they exhibit this peculiarity. I believe, however, that it is
in this case a sporadic phenomenon, which has not at present become a habit. It is
not easy to see, moreover, how, in the environment of these animals, where so many
of their enemies are scavengers or omnivorous, it could be of much service to its
possessor when finally established on the bottom.

THE FOOD OF THE LARVA.

The food of the larval lobster mnst necessarily consist for the most part of minute
pelagic organisms, such as copepods and crustacean Iarvre, When watched ill con­
finement they may now and then be seen giving chase to copepods, sometimes larger
than themselves, and often without success.

Tbe young lobster,bowever, shows little discrimination in its food. It seems to
snap up almost any moving object, living or dead, which it is able to seize and swallow.
Thus I have found in the stomachs of the older larvas vegetable fibers, the scale of a
moth or butterfly, and fine granules of sand.

On June 17, 1893, I examined the stomachs of a number of larva, (raised ill
aquaria) 13 to 14 mm. long, probably in the fourth and fifth stages, and found them to
con tain the following substances: (1) diatoms in abundance, chiefly Navicula and the
long tangled ribbons of Tabelaria; (2) remains of crustacea, probably parts of young
lobsters; (3) bacteria in large numbers; (4) cotton and linen fibers and parts of algre;
(5) amorphous matter, with sand grains. The sediment of' the jar contained the same
species of diatoms in <J,bundance, and amorphous debris similar to that found in the
stomach and intestine.

The stomach of' a larva captured in Vineyard Sound August 12 (length 15 mm.)
contained the following organisms: (1) parts of crustacea; (2) diatoms; (3) shreds of'
algre. In another young lobster taken at the same time (length 17 mm.) there were
(1) parts of crustacea, (2) large numbers of diatoms, (3) filaments of green algre and
thin sheets or shreds of vegetable tissue, (4) the scale of a lepidopterous insect, (5)
bacteria, (6) amorphous matter in large masses.

Messrs. Weldon and Fowler (201) came to the following conclusions after experi­
menting with different kinds of food which were thought might be acceptable to the
larvm:

It was definitely concluded from these exper-iments that whatever food is used must be flonting ill
the condition of small particles at 11 short distance below the surface, i. e., ill the same positiou aH the
natural pelagic food of the lurv.e of the sea, whether this consist of Copepoda, other Decapod larv.e,
trochospberes, fish ova, or other members of the pelagie fauna. As to the other two forms of food tried,
the Noctilucre were apparently eaten, the shrimp Iarvio (Mysis stage) certainly were attacked, and
from the fact that the young lobsters attack and devour each other it is probahle that Decapod Iarvu­
form at any rate part of the usual food. The eonteuts of a tow net taken neal' the Eddystone on
August 6, which held a young lobster, couslsted chiclly of Megnlops and Mysis stages of Deoapoda,
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I J lily 24, 1890
July 28, 1890
Aug. 23, 1890
July 1,1891

The yolk of hard-boiled eggs, crushed crab, boiled liver, tow-net material, noctiluere,
copepoda, and live shrimp larvre, were all partially, but none absolutely, successful as
a food supply.

The self-destructiveness of the young lobsters when too closely crowded in aquaria
has already been referred to. When one lobster a.ttacks another under these con­
dttionsthe pursuer usually endeavors to get astride of his victim and nip into the
abdomen at its junction with the carapace with its sharp-pointed prehensile legs.
When the object is too heavy to float, such as the egg or larva of the lobster, they
frequently go to the bottom; but if the animal is healthy it will be usually seen swim­
ming about the aquarium dragging its prey with it and feeding upon it as it goes.

HELIOTROPISM OF LARVAL LOBSTERS.

During the past six summers which I have spent at Woods Hole, 1889-1894, I have
been struck with the scarcity of the larvre of the lobster in the waters of Vineyard
Sound. The tow net has been frequently used both by day and night, and I have
made many- unsuccessful trips in search of young lobsters in the season when one
would expect them to be 'common. Thus, 011 July 11, 1891, I towed all around Gay
Head, a mile beyond the Devils Bridge buoy, and in Vineyard Sound. We found
only copepods, sagitta, young fish, and fish eggs. The day was bright and the water
had been calm for two days. The prevailing winds had been from the northeast. At
Menemsha we obtained one lobster with eggs hatching out, but the fishermen reported
that very few lobsters with old eggs were then taken; that is to say, the hatching
season was about over.

I had a similar experience on July 16. The water was smooth; the wind had
been southwesterly for four or five days. 'I'here was very little surface material, a
few barnacles, megalops and sagittas.

The following is a list of all the lobsters taken at the surface of the ocean during
the six seasons mentioned-the capture was made in the daytime unless otherwise
stated:

I·_~~~'--I_-'_-' o~llser\'lltions.
I .
July 9,1889 One lobster (Iourt.h or tlft.h stuge) at surfuce of hnrbor,
July 8.1890 One lobster, length 15 mm.: captured with to" not, in harbor, in the ovontug.
July 9,1890 j;'iveJfJbsters, 15 to 16 mm.Jong , taken by U. I").Bigelow aboard t.ho (j'ra'w,pus. at station 32.*
July 16,) 890 'l'wo Iobsters in aixt.h stage, 16 unu. long , taken with dip net close to w hart" of U. S. Fisb

Commisslon Statdou.
One lobster, 16 1111IJ. long; taken with tow not in harbor.
One Iobstor, 15 11l1l1. long; taken with tow not in harbor.
0110 lobster, 16.5 IIJIll.long; taken with tow net in harbor.
One lobster in sixth stage, 18 mill. long; taken at surfuce 7 miles southwest. of No Man's

I,an,!.
JUll029,1892 Ono lobster in third larYlllstage; taken at surface, near wharf.
June 29,1892 Ono lobster in fourth Iarvnl stagu, takon at surfuce near wharf'.
Aug. 15, 1892 Young lobsters, probubly in fifth and sixth stages, soon at surface of Vtueyard Sound by

Professor Lihboy.

* Location, Iatdtude 410 N., lcuglt.ude 710 9' 'V. Observatdona made hy Profesaor Libbey, Jnly 12, 18UO,
10.47 It. m. Surface temperature 03.80 F.; bottom temperature. 54.10 ll'.

Larvro in the first stage have been taken in Vineyard Sound as early as .Jnne 8.
Lobeters in the fourth stage were captured by Vinal N. Edwards, August. 12, 1887.
Young lobsters (stages not determined) were also taken by him in WOOI}S Hole Harbor,
Vineyard Sound, and ill the vicinity of Gay Head, in the month of .Tuly, 1888.
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Surface towing was done at the following places in the same year without obtain­
ing any lobsters: August 1, 17, and 18, Vineyard Sound; August 23, off Cuttyhunk;
August 27, 30, 31, Woods Hole Harbor.

Professor S. I. Smith says of the young lobsters which he obtained in Vineyard
Sound in the summer of 1871, that numerous specimens "were mostly taken at the
surface in the daytime, either with the towing or hand net" (182). Of the older pelagic
stages he says:

They appear to live a large part of the time at tho surface, as ill the carlier stages, and were often
seen swimming about among the surface animals. TIrey were frequently taken from the 8th to the 28th
of July, and very likely occur much later.'

We know that lobsters are now far less abundant around the Elizabeth Islands
than they were twenty years ago, and we should expect to find that the young had
diminished in a proportionate degree. Millions of larvre, however, must still be
hatched in Vineyard Sound and adjacent waters every year. What then becomes of
them? I believe that they are eaten up by surface-feeding animals, principally fish,
or meet their death from indiscriminate causes. The tides tend to disperse the young
over a wide area, thus carrying them to and from tile shores. Horizontal distribution
alone would not account for the extreme scarcity of the young in Vineyard Sound at
the present time. If, however, there were a corresponding vertical distribution, the
conclusion which we have reached would not be warranted. It thus becomes a matter
of much interest to determine the heliotropism of the larvre, or the law which governs
their vertical movements in the water.

The results of my observations and experiments with larvre lead me to conclude
that the young, free- swimming lobster usually displays what Loeb has called positive
heliotropism (12:3)-that is, it tends to swim toward the light or Ileal' the surface in the
daytime. Tile conclusion therefore which we stated above, that the absence or extreme
scarcity of young lobsters in a region where the adults still abound. is duc to their destruc­
tion, i« supported by experimental testimony. The bearing of this fact upon the artificial
propagation of lobsters I have discussed in an earlier paper (see .97).

I will add a few notes upon the experiments which were made to test the hello­
tropism of these larvas,

Experiment i.-On June 27,1894, I placed about 25,000 young lobsters, in the first
larval stage, in the observation pool at the Fish Commission Station, to watch their
behavior. The sun was intermittently obscured by clouds during the greater part
of the forenoon. When liberated, the Iarvee formed a large cluster near the surface,
where they remained for a short time. Then all went down to a distance of from 1
to 2 feet, some apparently reaching the bottom, a distance of 3 feet more. A lot of small

I With reference to this subject, Professor Smith has kindly written in detail substantially as
follows: "All the Iarvre captured in Vineyard' Sound and neighborhood in 1871, on which my papers
were based, were .taken in the' daytime.' My notes usually give only' day,' or 'evening' for time
of capture, but the Iarvre of my first and second stages, taken .July 1, are marked 'forenoon.'
Since 1871 I have many records of first and second stages taken in the' day' and, as far as I can find
now, only two eases of capture in the 'evenin~,' and one of these cases was when the electric light
was used in the water to attract the surface forms. The young in the adnlt form [eqnivalent to fourth
and possibly fifth and sixth stages described in this work] were, however, often taken in the evening
and were almost always attracted by the electric light. In my experience the young of the adult
form were much more frequently taken at the surface than the larvie.'
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Cunners then made their appearance and snapped up the Iarvre right and left. Two
hours later the lobsters were-diffused over the whole surface of the pool, a large num­
ber of them swimming close to the surface. The paler larvas, with chromatophores
contracted, can not be easily distinguished at a distance of a few feet, but when one
of their eyes is turned at the right angle it glows, like a minute electric spark, with a
greenish light. At 1 p. m. the surface on the lee side of the pool swarmed with Iarvre,
Occasionally one could be seen to attack and drag another down. They swim about
aimlessly with considerable rapidity, now rising or falling, and changing their direction
frequeutly. The majority had 110W become'quite red. Later in the afternoon nearly
all had disappeared, having been swept out by the tide or destroyed by the cuuners
and other fish in the pool.

Experiment 2.-0n July 13, 1894, I placed a number of larvre, mostly in the first
stage, in a glass dish, next to the window in the hatchery. 'I'he Iarvre immediately
gathered on the side of the dish nearest the window. Turn the dish slowly through
an angle of 180 degrees, and the lobsters invariably flock toward the source of light.
This may be repeated indefinitely, but always with the same result.

Experiment 3.-A box. was made with blackened Sides, so that when a glass jar
was set in it vertically, with its upper end exposed, ligh could enter only from above.
When Iarvre were placed in this, the stronger always rose toward the source of light
into the Illuminated zone. Some, however, apparently the weaker ones, remained below.

Experiment 4.-A light-proof box was then constructed with sliding lid and end,
so that a long, closed jar could be laid in it horizontally. When the lid was removed,
the Iarvre swam up to the surface in different parts of the jar. When the diffused or
direct sunlight was admitted only at the end the larvre invariably flocked toward the
illnminated end and remained there. If any lagged behind, it was because they were
too weak to swim.

'I'hese'simple experiments 1 seem to show conclusively that under ordinary circum­
stances the larvre of the lobster are positively heliotropic. I made no experiments on
the effects of changing the temperature conditions. The temperature of the water
used was the same as that of the water running through the aquaria, or about 10

higher than the water temperature of the harbor (see table 2).
The second experiment was tried in the summer of 1893 with thA reverse result,

the lobsters swimming away from the source of light, showing possibly that under
certain couditions the larvre are negatively heliotropic (97, p. 82). This experiment is,
however, the least trustworthy of all, since there are al ways cross lights in a room and
the conditions are consequently changing. Professor Ryder fouud that under similar
circumstances the larvre gathered on the side nearest the source of light 2 (172).

Tbe general conclusion reached, that larvas swim up to the surface during the day­
time and stay there, probably sinking at night and rising again with the approach of
light on the following day, is supported by the record of the capture of larvas which
I have already given. The taking of Iarvte at night seems to be the exception; their
capture by day the rule.

I In the course of these experiments I had the advantage of consnlting with Professor Loeb, to
Whose researchos our knowledge of heliotropism in animals is very largely due.

21-Ie also says: "At. night, or if light Is shut 011', the young lobsters go to the bottom of the tanks;
and it, seems they may then be most aotively engaged in feeding if food is placed within their reach."



190 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES I<'ISH COMMISSION.

THE MORTALITY OF LARVlEo

The following notes illustrate the difficulty of raising the young of the lobster
in close quarters. Old eggs were always placed in the jars, but even when the water
was agitated so thaf these were floated, the youug invariably preferred to feed on one
another. 1'lw death rate, however, is due ill part to other causes besides cannibalism,

On .July 2d, 1893, 130 larvm in the second stage were placed in a 4-gallon jar and supplied with
running water. On .Jnly 3d, 108 were alive; on .Jnly 4th, 96; July 5th, 89, 3 of these in the third stage;
on .July 6th, 63 were alive, 47 of these having molted for the third time. In the course of fonr days
48 per cent had succumbed.

On .July 1st, 100 second Iarvm were placed in a hatching jar. On July 2d, 82 were living; .July
3d, 73; July 4th, 64,2 of these having molted to the second stage; and on July 5th, 50 were alive, 24
in the third stage. The third Iarva-, 26 in all, were left in this jar, and on .July 6th 24 were alive; on
the following day only 6.

•June 29tlJ, 1893, Lplaced 12 lobsters in the first lar-val stage in four flat glass dishes (3 to a dish).
By the 1st of July 10 were alive, 4 in tho second stage; on July 5th 7 were Iiviug, all in the second
stage, and July 6th 1 second larva only was alive.

.July 6th I placed 6 first larvre in two flat dishes (3 to a dish) with lobster egp;s for food. Each
lobster was 8 mm. long. On July 7th 2 in one dish were alive, bOUI in second stage and devouring
the remaining larva; no change in the other dish, On the 9th, at 9 a. m., 4 were alive, 3 in the third
stage and 1 in the first.

I placed 4 third larva, in a hatching jar on the 7th of .July. All were living on the 13th, and on
the 15th 3 were alive, having molted to the fourth stage. The smallest hall been attacked hy the rest
and its thoracic legs were eaten off. I lcft 2 fourth larvre in the jar, both of which were in the fifth
stage on tbe 27th of the month.

THE EFFECT OF INCREASED TEMPERATURE ON THE RATE OF DEVELOPMENT
OF THE LARVlEo

The following experiment is interesting in showing how the rate of development
is affected by raising the temperature:

July 1st, 1893, I placed 100 first Iarvas of the lobster in a hatching jar, with food, and heated the
water by means of a block-tin coil to 74" F. The water in the aquuria at this time registered 66.9°
and that of the harbor 66°.

July 2d, 9 o'clock a. m., 56 were alive. Some were weak and lying on their backs at the bottom,
an easy prey of the strong.

July 3d, 9.30 a. Ill., 56 alive, not looking healthy, many with air bubbles in branchial cavities;
temperature raised to 7.8°.

July 4th, 41 alive, 28 in second stage, 13 in thiril stage.
.Jnly 5th; 24 alive; left t.htrd Iarvm, 18 in all, in jar.
July 6th, 7 alive; temperature of water 80°.
July 7th, all living, another in fourth stage; left G thlrd lurv.e in jar.
.July 8th, all alive, 3 molted to fourth stage. One fourth larva had one hl inrl eye; the eye was

small and pigment deficient. All left in jar.
July 11th, all alive, 4 in fonrth stage, 2 in third /oltage.
July 13th, all ali ve ; no change; temperature 79°; loft S lurvui in fourth stage in jar.
July 15th, 2 alive.
July 17th, both living; temperature 79°.
July 19th, both living; temperature 78c.

July 21st, both living; temperature 75°.
July 30th, one alive; temperature 78°.
August 2£1, one alive, in fifth stage (length 13 mrn.j ; temperature 79°.
August 5th, last one dead.

We see that with a rise in temperature of from 7 to 13 degrees the third molt was
passed in about [j days, which is not far from the average age of these larvse reared
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under the usual conditions. The fourth stage was reached when the larva was 9 to 11
days old, the average age under normal conditions being' about 1:) days. The only
fifth larva reared was from 3:) to :H days old, which is nearly twice the age of this
larva living under the nsual temperature conditions. If the larva; had been less
crowded in the early part of the experiment, and if the temperature of the water
had been raised very gradually, without fluctuations, it is possible that the results
might have been more favorable than they proved to he under the circumstances,
'I'his would require considerable care and close watching, but tile experiment, as
performed, seems to demonstrate the impracticability of making such attempts.

The development of the embryo can be hastened by artificially raising the tem­
perature, but it is not certain that any advantage would attend thc practice. Bumpus
suggests (30) that if the young were hatched by artificially raisiug the temperature
of the water during the cold months of the year, and were then liberated into the
ocean, they would be certain to escape the attacks of many summer enemies. This is
undoubtedly true, but it is almost equally certain that ehe young lobsters would
encounter new enemies in winter and that indiscriminate destruction, which must be
very great at any time, would then be enhanced.

THE DEVELOPMENT AND MORPHOLOGY OF THE BODY AND APPENDAGES.

It was Illy original intention to trace in detail the development of the form of the
body and its appendages, but I have not been able to devote as much time as I had
wished to this subject. With this in view, however, I have given a pictorial history
of the development of the most important parts, which will be found chiefly on plates
27-35.

Professor Smith has already described the tegumentary appendages of the first
three larvre and the" early stages of the adult form," which, as I have shown, compre­
hend the fourth, fifth, and in some cases the sixth stages. In describing these I shall
avoid repetition as far as possible, and pay most attention to those parts upon which
few or no observations have been made.

'I'HE BODY.

The cat·apace.-The carapace arises in the embryo as folds of the ectoderm, the
lateral and posterior parts being the first to appeal' (cut 34 and fig. 234). In the first
larva it has the form shown in fig. 110, plate 35. It is somewhat gibbous behind, and
is armed in front with three downwardly directed processes, a median, slender, sharp­
pointed rostrum, and two lateral teeth. There is also a keel-like process OIl the middle
line near the base of the rostrum. The latter is nearly as long as the rest of the
carapace. The position of the future cervical fold 01' groove is very faintly marked.
In the second and third larval stages the rostrum becomes expanded horizontally into
a thin plate with toothed margins, but increases very little in length (figs. 109, 111,
112).

In the fourth larva (figs. 113, 115, plate 35) the cervical groove is well developed;
the rostrum is a thin, triangular plate, bordered with spines and plumose setse, The
terminal spine is usually bifid at its apex, carinate below, and turned slightly upward.
The length of the rostrum is now but little more than one-third that of the entire cara­
pace. The anterior lateral spines are much reduced. Tendon marks now make their
appearance, but are more pronounced in the fifth and sixth stages (fig. 114). Areas of
absorption, corresponding to the median longitudinal stripe, the "welt" and lateral
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No. of
larva.

bright blue areas of the carapace of the adult lobster are clearly seen. The fine trans­
verse hair line, just above the cervical groove, behind the second antenna, can also be
detected. The cross-shaped figure seen on the upper surface is formed by the wide
median absorption area and the cervical groove with which it is continuous on either
side. Besides the fringing hairs, the whole surface is covered with short setre which
correspond in some measure at least to the hair pores of the adult carapace. In
certain cases some of these changes, as in the relative lengths of the rostrum and
anterior lateral spines, are far less marked. The anterior median carina is not promi­
nent after the third stage.

The carapace of the fifth stage is illustrated in fig. 114. The characteristic tendon
marks, which have been described, are very conspicuous. The rostrum is narrower
and in the sixth stage is about one-fourth the length of the entire carapace.

In a young lobster 35 mm. long, which had molted about twelve times, the shape
and areolation of the carapace were very similar to that of the adult.

The abdom·inal segments.-In the first larva (plate 20) the abdomen has its full
number of segments. The first is unarmed and partially covered by the carapace.
The second, third, fourth, and fifth somites bear early a prominent median spine, which
projects upward and backward from the posterior end of the tergum. Each of these
segments also bears upon either side a long, sharply pointed pleural spine, which
projects backward.

The median spines, of which the last two are the longest, are gradually reduced
during subsequent stages and finally disappear at the fourth molt. Meantime the
pleural spines become shorter, shift their position slightly, and in the fourth larva
point downward.

The disappearance of the median dorsal spines is, however, not uniform, but
subject to considerable variation, as shown by the following observations upon eleven
larvte in the second and third stages.

TABLE 36.-Variation in time of di8appea1'ance of the median terqal spinee of the larval abdomen.

N0

2

· Of abdaom'r'na4l 8°1~:e'I'
Stage of development. u

~ .~~~~J'odl.~~~~::::::::~-~.-:~~: ~~~: }l.r-t
i
·lt

a .....do...................... 0 1
: ·i;l;i~dl~r-;a:.::::::::::::::: g 51 I! t
6 do 1 1 1 I, 1
7 do , , Rud. 1 1 1
8 do 0 ~11 ill I 1o do ~................. 0 1

10 do _.......... 0 1
11 do Rud. 1

rud. = spine rudimentary. 1 = spine present. 0 = spine absent.

We see by the preceding table that the median spine of the second abdominal
segment may entirely disappear at the second molt or persist in either a rudimentary
or perfect condition even after the third ecdysis, while the spine of the third somite,
though usually present, is sometimes absent in the third stage. (Nos. 5, 10.)

The sixth abdominal somite bears at its posterior margin a pair of dorsal spines
on either side of the middle line. These curve backward over the telson, and are
much smaller than the median spines (fig. 33, plate 20). They disappear at the fourth
molt.
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The respiratory organs.-In the adult lobster there are twenty pairs of gills, one
of which, belonging to the second pair of maxillipeds, is rudimentary. There are 6
podobranchire, 10 arthrobranchire, and 4 pleurobranchire, distributed according to the
following table:

TABLE 37.-lJranchial formula.

Podo·
Arthrobranohim,

Plouro- I'l'horncic segments and appendages. Totals.branchiro. Anterior. Posterior. brauchlm,

VII, first ruaxilliped ............... o (ep.), 0 0 0 o (ep.).
VIII, second maxillipod ..... , ..... Lrud.tcp.). 0 0 0 1 rud, (op.),
IX, third maxilli.red ............... 1 (ep.). 1 1 0 3 (ep.).
X, first poreiopo __ ................ 1 (ep.). 1 1 0 3 (ep.),
XI, second pereiopod ......................... 1 (op.), 1 1 1 4 (ep.) ,
XII, third pereiopod ..•.••......... 1 (ep.) , 1 1 1 4 (ep.),
XIII, fourth pereiopod ............ 1 (ep.) , 1 1 1 4 (cp.),
XIV, fifth peroiopod ............... 0 0 0 1 1

--------
I ITotal .......................... 6 (ep.) , 5 5 4 20 (1 rud.),

ep, = opipodito. Tud. = rudimentary.

The first larva has no rudiment of a podobranehia in the eighth somite, but all
the other branchia. are represented. The podobranchire of the following segments are
very small and are partially exposed, together with their reniform epipodites, In the
second larva the podobranchire are covered by the carapace (plate 21) and the branchial
formula is complete (fig. 101, plate 34).

The gills are developed in the embryo as simple folds or pouches in the body
wall.' They belong to the trichobranohiate type, the respiratory surface being gradu­
ally increased by growth of the multiserial branchial filaments.

In the fourth larva (fig. 106, plate 34) the podobranchia carries four rows of
filaments, and the mastigobranchia, or epipodite proper, is a long, tapering, hairy
plate.

THE VISUAL ORGANS AND APPENDAGES.

The ocellus.-The median eye, which is present in the first larva, is situated at
the apex of a prominent median papilla, between the paired eyes and antennules. It
is marked by a pear-shaped mass of dark pigment. It disappears in the course of
larval life, and no trace of it can be seen in the adult. The ocellus was observed by
Sal's (175) in the first larva of Homarus gammarus.

The paired eyes.-The compound or lateral eyes originate in the embryo as disk­
shaped thickenings of ectoderm, and do not become lobate until a relatively late period
(cuts. 27-34V In the summer eggs eye-pigment is developed when the embryo is
about 27 days old. It then appears as it thin line or crescent-shaped area, when seen
from the surface. The eye-spot increases gradually in size, and its characteristic
shape affords a convenient gauge to measure the embryonic development. (Plate J.)

In the first larva the eye is relatively very large. It is dorso-ventrally compressed
or flattened, as in the embryo and in all subsequent stages. The stalks are propor­
tionally shorter than in the fourth larva, and since they nearly meet in the middle
linein front of the brain, they are practically sessile and immobile.

1 For an account of the development of the Decapod gill see 94, p. 392, figs. 193,230-233.
2 The structure and development of the compound eyes of the lobster have been carefully worked

out by Parker (149).
F. C. B. 1895-13
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The following measurements show the greatest diameter of the eye and the length
of' the eye-stalk, as compared with the length of the body, in the first and fourth larvre,
in a lobster 58 mm. long (No.5, table 32) and in an adult male:

TABLE 38.

Measurements. First
larva.

1}1,'llL.
0.74
.92

8

.002

The diameter of the eye, expressed in terms of the total length of the body, is
much greater in the first than in the fourth larva, but is relatively twice as great in the
latter stage or in a lobster 2 inches long as in the adnlt condition. (See p. 163.)

Labrum. and JnetastoJna.-Both the upper lip and paired metastoma have in the
first larval stage (fig'. 54, plate 28) the general form and appearance which they finally
possess. The surfaces of the latter abound in setre. What look like setrn occur also
on the labrum, bnt none are present in the adult organ. (See p. 133.)

First antenna.-Tbe first antenna is a simple appendage up to the time of batch­
ing. In an embryo about foul' months old (fig. 107, plate 35, and fig. 27, plate 17)
it is tipped with short setre and shows no trace of segmentation. ' When the embryo
is five weeks old the first antenna has the appearance shown in figure 77. In the
first larva thisappendage is no longer simple, as described and figured by Smith (182),
but the inner, secondary flagellum (plate 27, fig. 40) is present, though a small rudi­
ment, and bears at its apex a single plumose seta. When the stalk is examined from
the under side we can detect traces of segmentation into three parts, but on the upper
surface the proximal cuticular fold only can be seen. The appendage terminates in a
small bunch of setre, one of which is conspicuous for its length. It is possible that in
some cases the flagellum is not liberated until after the second molt, as described by
Professor Smith, but none such were observed. 'I'hese appendages are immobile in
the first larval stage.

The superficial changes which take place in this appendage during the first five
larval periods are illustrated in plate 27, and will not be described in detail.

In the second larva the segmentation of the stalk into three joints is sharply
defined and the flagella show faint constrictions. The clusters of olfactory setas, which
increase in length and number with every molt, are developed during the first larval
period and appear full-fledged immediately after the second molt.

The auditory pit becomes prominent after the third stage. In the fourth larva
(fig. 43, au) it is a wide and shallow, -shaped depression, marked with brown pigment
cells, bordered with short setse, and containing a few otoliths or granules of sand. In
the fifth larva (fig. 44) the closure of the auditory sac has already begun. The pit is
filled with otoliths and the irregular orifice is guarded by short, feathery setre. The
constriction of the opening continues until in the adult state it becomes a small pore,
into which, it is barely possible to insert the point of a pin.

The first antenna of the European lobster, as represented by Sal's (175, tab. I,
fig. 4), agrees essentially with that of HOm((lrU8 americanae, but the secondary flagellum
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is more rudimentary. The antennular nerve was traced by Sal's toward the end of
the appendage, where it appeared to divide into two branches.

Second antenna.-The outer antenna of the first larva (fig. 45, plate 27) consists
of three parts, which are represented in the adult (fig. 118)-a two-jointed stalk, a
segmented endopodite, and a scale-like exopodite, terminating in a sharp tooth and
bordered on its inner margin with long plumose hairs.

This is the first of the naupliar appendages to become bilobed (cut 30). In an
embryo four months old, fig. 108 (compare fig. 77), the cuticular molt shows the traces
of only a few terminal setre on either branch.

The progressive changes in the second antenna during the first five larval periods
(figs. 45-49) consist mainly in the reduction of the scale and its feathered setee, in the
rapid growth and segmentation of the slender endopodite, and differentiation of the
latter into stalk and flagellum proper, and in changes in the stalk or protopodite, In
the fourth larva (fig·.48) the first segment (coxa) 1 of the latter bears a prominent tubercle
(already conspicuous in the third stage), on which the duct of the excretory organ
opens, while the second segment or basis is divided by oblique constrictions into three
parts, as in the adult lobster. The external division bears, next the articulation of'
the scale, a stout spine which grows with the gradual reduction of the exopodite until
it finally nearly equals the latter in length. The terminal setee of the flagellum are
rapidly reduced and are barely recognizable in the third larva.

The mandibles.-Thejaws of the first larva (fig. 54) consist of a stout basal portion,
with toothed, indurated, coronal surfaces, meeting on the middle line opposite the
mouth, and of a slender, three-jointed palpus, which terminated in the specimen fig­
uredina single strong seta. The cutting edges are asymmetrical, and at the anterior
angle there is a stout, variously toothed process which is separated from the rest of
the coronal surface by a deep groove. As Professor Smith observed, this is most
prominent on the left side.

In the third larva the asymmetry of the coronal surfaces is even more striking,
particularly in the toothed process on the outer side at the anterior end. On the left
side this forms a widely overlapping fold, which carries three sharp teeth. The process
of the right side is smaller, but had also three teeth in the specimen examined.

In the fourth larva the mandible is deeply cleft by a wide groove, as in the adult
(figs. 55-57), and the brush-like palpus folds over the cutting margin into the fossa.

In the fifth stage the mandibles are still asymmetrical, and the teeth are no longer
sharp but tubercular, the smaller being at the posterior angle. The stout-toothed
process of the first larva remains as a blunt tubercle on the left side, where it was
most prominent, but has disappeared from the right side.

First maxilla.-The metamorphosis of this appendage from the larval to the adult
condition is relatively very slight. It consists in the firf'lt larva (fig. 51) of coxa, basis,
and a one-jointed endopodite. All are armed at their extremities with setee of various
kinds-slender, sensory hairs on the outer segment, a double row of stout masticatory
teeth on the basis, and a cluster of less regular, distinctly serrated, stiff bristles at
the extremity of the coxa.

I The following abbreviations for the segments of the decapod limb will be used: (1) coxa = cox­
opodite; (2) ba8i8 = basipoditc; (3) i80hiltm = ischiopodite j (4) 111ef'Q8 = meropodite j (5) 0a11Jlt8= carpo­
dite; (6) propodu» = propodite; (7) dactyl = dactylopodite.
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In the fourth stage (fig. 61) the endopodite is two-jointed, and is tipped with two
nonplumose setre, A few hairs occur at the distal articulation 011 the inner side and
a larger number at the base on the outer side. 'I'he other branches have more of the
configuration and character of the adult state.

In the fifth stage (fig. 62) the terminal segment of the endopodite is folded back
toward the basal joint and bent somewhat as in the adult. The inner margin of the
proximal segment has scattering setm, and those 011 the outer side near the base now
form a dense bunch, most of which are feathered. The tegumental glands, which later
are so abundant in the foliaceous parts of the maxilhe, can now be distinctly seen in
at least the basis.

Second ma.villa.-The structure of the second maxilla of the first larva is repre
sented by fig. 60, plate 2U. It consists of two biramous lobes, the coxa and basis, the
respiratory plate or "bailer" and median endopodite, The masticatory setre are some­
times jointed and but sparsely plumose. The long sensory seta of the endopodite is
also marked by transverse constrictions and has a few IMeral hairs, while the fringing
setse of the scaphognathite are all plumose and of nearly equal length. The posterior
lobe is the wider and somewhat spatula-shaped, and this difference is emphasized after
the second molt. Minor changes which occur in the course of the three following molts
concern chiefly the endopodite and the conformation of the mouth parts to the mandi­
bles and of the scaphognathite to the branchial cavity.

First maxillipcds.-In the first larva these appendages have the form shown in fig.
58, and if this is compared with the condition met with in the fourth stage (fig. 59) we
find that the principal changes concern the two-jointed endopodite and the flagelliform
exopodite. In the fourth larva the latter is bordered on both inner and outer margins
with plumose hairs. The setre on both protopodite and endopodite are more numerous,
and in the latter branch are much reduced. The respiratory epipodite is relatively a
little larger.

Second maxillipeds.-In passing through the first four molts the second pair of
maxillipeds undergo but minor changes (figs. 63, 64, plate 30). The exopodite becomes
segmented, flagelliform, and setigerous. 'I'he segments of the endopodite, particularly
their inner margins, become more densely studded with setre, many of which are
serrated. A rudimentary podobranchia is developed. The natural position of the
appendages in the first three larval stages is shown in plates 20-22.

Third maxillipeds.-In the early larval stages (plates 20-22) these appendages are
usually directed forward and bent into nearly a right angle at the third articulation
from the extremity. In the first larva (fig. 6!)) the distal ends of the three terminal
segments (dactyl, propodus, meros) are armed with stout setre, some of which are
serrated, while the inner margins only of the proximal divisions are setigerous. The
exopodite reaches beyond the middle of the fifth segment, and is an important swim­
ming organ during the first three larval stages.

The right third maxilliped of the fourth larva is shown in its natural form and
position in fig: 65. The appendage is still partially bent upon itself, as in the first
larva, but the proximal half (first to fourth segments) has been twisted through an
angle of 90°, until what were the inner and outer margins have come to lie in a
vertical plane. The proximal joints are trihedral, and -what now forms the inner,
upper margin has developed a row of stout, rather sharp teeth, which are very
prominent in the adult. The podobranchia, which is rudimentary in the first stage,
is now well developed.
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The pereiopods.-The general structure of the pereiopods is shown in the various

plates illustrating the larval and adolescent history. For a considerable period before
the time of hatching the great chelipeds can be distinguished by their size. At the
time of hatching all have prominent podobranehire and long exopodites. After the first
molt the swimming hairs and setre which garnish the endopodites are rapidlyevaginated,
The first three pairs of pereiopods are subchelate, After the fourth molt (fig. 67, plate
30) the exopodites are reduced to rudiments and leave no trace in the sixth stage.

The first pereiopods.-In the first larva (fig. 66) the first pair of pereiopods or large
chelipeds are non prehensile, armed with stout, scattering setm, of which those seen on
the iuner margins of the meros and ischium are the representatives of stout spurs
which are developed in the fourth larva. Both propodus and dactyl end in a strong,
nearly straight spine, which ill the latter joint is conspicuous for its length.

Autotomy of the large chelipedsoccurs in the fourth larva, but fusion of the basis
and ischium is not effected until at least after the fifth stage (plate 33, fig. 96, and
plate 30, fig. 67).

In the second, third, and fourth stages the prehensile claw is gradually developed
(plates 20-23). In the third and fourth larvas the opposed margins of the large claws
are distinctly toothed, and the latter end in incurved, horny tips.

There is usually but very little or no difference in the size of the large chelre until
after the seventh molt. In the sixth stage the extremities are already provided with
numerous tufts of sensory setre (compare plates 23-25). In the later adolescent stages,
when the differentiation of the large claws is complete, these tufts are mostly confined
to the cutting claws, where they form a dense mat over the toothed margins and
extremity of tile propodus (plates 10-12).

The differentiation of the ohelre for crushing and cutting is a gradual process, but
is fairly well established in a young lobster 30 to 40mm. in length (plate 8). It rarely
happens that both claws are similar in the adult stages (see Chapter IX).

Second an (I third pereiopods.-The structure of these appendages, which agree,
except in size, is illustrated by fig. 73. In the fourth larva (fig. 74) the chelate struc­
ture is pronounced and the exopodite is a rudiment.

Fourth and fifth. pere'iopods.-The dactyl of these appendages in the first larva
(fig. 70, plate 31) ends in a very long, nearly straight spine, while the propodus bears
a characteristic cluster of setre close to its articulation with the dactyl.

In later stages (fig. 76, plate 31) the terminal spine becomes reduced and the
terminal cluster of serrated setre on the propodus is then very conspicuous. In the
fifth larva the constriction at the proximal end of the ischium is clearly defined and
the exopodite has disappeared except as a microscopic rudiment (not shown in fig. 76).

The pleopods.-The second, third, fourth, and fifth pairs of abdominal limbs are
visible as buds beneath the cuticle of the first larva and emerge after the second molt
(plates 20, 21).

The sixth pair of pleopods, which form with the telson the tail-fan, are seen as
rudiments through the cuticula of' the second larva and are released with the third
molt.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FIRST P .AIR OF PLEOPODS.

No accurate observations have been made upon the development of the first pair
of abdominal limbs, which are specially modified in the two sexes. They are the last
appendages to appear, and their growth and differentiation are very gradual. In the
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fifth stage they are represented by small rounded tubercles (fig. 78, plate 32). At this
time there are no external characters by which the sex of the individual can be deter-
mined with certainty. .

In the sixth stage (fig. 95, plate 33; lobster No. III, table 39) this appendage
consisted of a small bud (0.1 mm, long); after the seventh molt (larva 18 mm, long)
its length was doubled (fig. 83). .

In lobster No. VI (table 39) this appendage in the eighth stage (larva 19.75 mm,
long) was a simple bud of about the same dimensions (fig. 80).

In another young lobster, probably a male in the eighth stage (length, 19.3 mm.,
fig. 90), the appendages of the first abdominal somite are similar to those of the seventh
and eighth stages just referred to.

In another case, that of a lobster in sixth stage (No. II, table 39, fig. 84, plate 32,
length of lobster 16 mm.), this appendage was about equal in size to those just
described. In still another lobster (No. VI, table 39), which was followed from the
fourth stage onward through four molts, this appendage is a little larger and is
partially segmented (fig. 85, plate 32) in the eighth stage. The under surface of the
thorax of this lobster is shown in fig. 89, plate 32, where the openings of the ovid.ucts
are clearly seen, thus determining the sex.

In a young female 35 mm. long (No. x, table 39) this appendage measures 2 mm.
and is composed of two joints (with possibly a, small coxal segment) of about equal
length (fig. 86). The distal joint is constricted into a number of smaller segments and
bears a few very minute setee. When the female is 2 inches long the first pair of
abdominal limbs have attained the length of only 3 mm. (fig. 88, plate 32). The
appendage is exceedingly slender and, as in earlier stages, is devoid of pigment. The
peripheral segment is multiarticulate and is fringed with fine, short hairs.

In a male 36.3 mm. long (No. XI, table 39) the appendage, though very minute
(2.3 mm, in length), has the same shape as in the adult. It consists of a two-jointed
protopodite, a minute coxa and long basis, and a grooved distal segment (fig. 87). In
a lobster but little larger (No. XlI, table 30), length 40.3 mm., the appendages of the
first abdominal somite are similar, but a trifle longer. As shown in the drawing of
the under side of the thorax of this lobster (fig. 91, plate 32), they nearly meet on the
middle line.

We see that the appendage of the first abdominal ring may assert itself either in
the sixth, seventh, or eighth stages. The buds are developed on the posterior margin
of the sternum of the first abdominal somite, and in the early period of their growth lie
facing each other, transverse to the long axis of the animal (fig. 95, plate 33). These
minute delicate appendages do not at first show any trace of pigment. After seg­
menting into two joints the appendage becomes elevated from the surface of the somite
into a nearly vertical position.

The sex can be determined as early as the eighth stage, but not, as Professor Ryder
supposed, by the appearance of the appendages of the first abdominal ring. At this
stage these vary from 0.20 to 0.27 mm. in length, and mayor may not be segmented into
two joints (figs. 80,85,90). It is only by the openings of the sexual ducts that the sex can
be distinguished at the eighth stage. The under surface of a female in the eighth stage
(21.2 mm. long, No. VII, table 30) is shown in fig. 80, plate 32. The openings of the
oviducts were discernible, and the development of the sterna of the last and penulti­
mate thoracic segments which enter into the formation of the seminal receptacle is
slightly different from the conditions seen in the male.
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The sex can not bedetermined by the abdominal appendages alone until after the tenth
snolt, In two lobsters, 35 and 36.3 mm, long respectively (Nos. x, XI, table 39), which
bad probably molted twelve times, we have no difficulty in deciding from the structure
of the abdominal appendages (represented by figs. 86, 87) that the first is a female,
the last a male.

The gradual growth of the appendages of the first abdominal somite is illustrated
in table 39. In a lobster 2 inches long (51.8 mm.) these have a length of about an
eighth of an inch (or 3 mm.),

TABLE 39.-ProgreBBive staqoe in the development of the appendageB of the first abdominal Bomite.

No. Numher in tables. ;:'':;l~:
L Length of
or"'I!N;~ first ab-
ster. dominal

appendage.

Sex. Remarks.

I (36, table 34)...... 5
II (36. table 34) __ .. .. 6

III (34. table 34)...... 6
V I (34, table 34)...... 7

IV ,.... 8
VI (37, table 34)...... 8

VII (3, table 34). __ ... 8
vnr (38, table 34)...... 10

IX (34, table 34). __ .. . 10
X (17, table 33) .... __ a 12

Xl (18, table 33)...... a12
XII (1. table 32) .

XIII (19, table 33) ..

1 Tuherelo.

m'm,.
14
16
16.3
18
19.3
19.75
21. 2
26.6
29.50
35
36.3
40.3
51. 8

mm.
10.11 1. ..

.27 i. .
'.10 1. ..
. 2 1 .
.27 Male .
.2 Female.
. 25 Female.

81.f; 1 u

82 I. ..
2 Female.
2.30 \ Male .
2.60 ...<10 ..
3.04 Female.

See fig. 78. plate 32.
See fig. 84, plate 32.
See fig. 82, plate 32.
See fig. 83. plate 32 (bud withont joints)•
See fig. 90, plate 32.
See fig. 80. plate 32. "
See figs. 85 and 89. plate 32.
ApI,eudnge not segmented.
Appen<1age consists of two minutojoints.
See fig. 86, plate 32.
See fig. 87, plate 32.
See fig. 91. plate 32.
See fig. 88, plate 32.

8 Not accurately determined.

Second, third, fourth, and fifth pleopods.-The condition of these appendages in the
second, third, and fourth larval stages is illustrated by figs. 93,94 and \)7, plate 33. Each
appendage consists in the second larva of a stalk with the blade-like endopodite and
exopodite. Rudimentary fringing sette are developed after the third molt, but the
appendage is but little longer and otherwise unchanged. In the fourth larva (fig. 97)
the natatory appendages come immediately into use. The long fringing setse grow
out and the limb itself is almost double its former size.

The telson and" tailfan."-The flat telson of the older embryos is deeply cleft
into two lobes (fig. 72), which bear on their free terminal edges short interlocking
setse. The bifurcate condition of the embryonic telson, which recalls very forcibly that
of a protozoea and is probably the remnant of a former larval condition, is retained up
to the time of hatching and is lost only with the molt preceding the first larval stage.

After the first molt the telson appears as a broad, triangular plate (plate 19, and
plate 34,' fig. 103) joined immovably to the abdomen and admirably adapted for
swimming. By the aid of this paddle the animal darts rapidly backward with every
flexion of the abdomen. The dorsal surface of the plate is convex, and its posterior
margin is incurved and armed with spines and stout plumose setre, as shown in the
drawing.

The sixth pair of abdominal appendages, which, as already mentioned, are clearly
outlined beneath the cuticle of the second larva (fig. 102;, become broad lamellar pad­
dles in the third stage (fig. 104), and in the fourth larva nearly equal the telsonin length
(fig. 105). The outer lamella is jointed at its posterior end and bears on its upper
surface, near the line of the articulation, a short median tooth, as in the adult state.
After the fourth molt the caudal-fan is very similar to that of the adult. The telson is
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a quadrangular plate; about two-thirds as broad as long', with an even convex margin
bordered with long fringing setal at its hinder end. The median spine has disappeared
and the long lateral spines are reduced "to short, stout teeth.

In the later adolescent stages the fringing setro of the caudal-fan become greatly
elongated until they nearly equal the telson in length. The adult tolsou is somewhat
spatula-shaped and about as broad as long at its base.

THE METAMORPHOSIS OF HOMARUS GAMMARUS.

Sal's studied the first three larval stages of the European lobster in specimens
which he collected at the surface of the ocean. He saw enough to COil vince him that
they were at this time an easy prey to fish, swimmiug birds, and to ocean currents
which swept them into unfavorable places (175).

At Espevaer, a fishing-place on the coast of Norway, his attention was directed to
large numbers oflobster larvre, which were there "packed together with an enormous
mass of Oalanides (a kind of herring) and other species of pelagic animals, upon which
swarms of herring and birds were feeding."

The abbreviation of the metamorphosis has been carried a little further in Homaru«
gammarus than in the American species. The young of the two forms apparently agree
in color, but are very dissimilar in size. According to Sal's, the first three Iarvre of
the European lobster measure 10,14, and 17 to 18 mm., respectively. If these meas­
urements are representative, the first larva of this species is larger than the second
larva of Homarus omericama«; and the third larva larger than the sixth stage. (See
table 25.)

The color of the third larva, according to Sal's, is a mixture of yellow-red or brown
and blue-green, and at this stage the integument has lost much of its transparency.

The carapace, the large chelipeds, and abdomen in the first larva of the European
species have reached a stage of development which corresponds very nearly to the
second larval stage of the American form. This is best illustrated by the rostrum,
large chelre, and telson. The second somite of the abdomen is devoid of the median
spine, which, as we have seen (table 36), usually disappears in the American form
with the second molt. Sal'S says that even in the first stage the anlage of the uropods
can be discerned beneath the cuticle. These appendages, however, are not released
until after the third molt, as in our lobster.

THE SHORTENING OF THE METAMORPHOSIS IN THE LOBSTER.

I have discussed in my work on the development of Alpheus (.94, p. 380) the
abbreviation of the larval period in Crustacea, and described the remarkable exam­
ples of this phenomenon which the study of the Alphei revealed. We will now consider
the case of the lobster a little more closely than it was possible to do at that time.
What is the cause of the suppression of the zoea stage iu the metamorphosis of this
animal t

We can not doubt that this is a secondary phenomenon which has appeared in
comparatively recent times, and that some of the immediate ancestors of the lobster
went through the long metamorphosis after hatching, as the majority of Decapods do
to-day. It is equally certain that something in the environment of these animals has
called forth this change. Why should the lobster be better off with a short metamor-
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phosis than the common blue crab (Oallinectes hastatus) or common shrimp (Orangon
vulgaris) in both of which the larval life is prolonged? The only clew to an answer lies
in the study of the habits and economy of these animals. The course which the larval
development finally assumes in any species is a compromise between several coutliet­
ing paths. A wide surface distribution is necessary for the continuance of certain
animals, but in order to secure this the larval period must be extended. On the other
hand. a long life at the surface would be death to many species.

Natural selection is operative at all stages of development, and is effective in
increasing the chances of survival mainly in two distinct ways: (1) Either by increasing
the number of ova or young produced, or (2) by shortening the path of development.
In the latter ease the number of eggs is diminished and the size of the egg increased.

The crab and shrimp have adopted the former course and the lobster has followed
the latter. A lobster 10~ inches long lays, upon the average, 11,000 eggs, each of
which is about 1.9 mm, in diameter, while Callinectcs produces, according to S. 1.
Smith (184), 4,500,000 eggs, each having a diameter of only 0.28 unn, Thus the crab,
though much the smaller animal, lays over four hundred times as many eggs. With
the same number of eggs as the lobster and a long larval life, the crab could not
survive. The lobster lives in deeper water than the crab and is probably more sensi­
tive to changes in temperature. The larval period lasts from 5 to 8 weeks; that of
Oallinectes probably longer, but this is not known. Any further shortening of the
development of' the lobster would lead to a considerable reduction in the number of
eggs, and if the metamorphosis were lost completely so that the animal left the egg in
what now corresponda to its sixth or seventh stage the conditions of life would
be very unfavorable for the young, on account of the sedentary habits of the adults.
The adolescent lobsters (being thus concentrated in a relatively small area) would
fall in vast numbers the prey of fish and crustacea, especially to members of their
own species, before theyeould establish themselves securely in their retreats along
the rocky shores. (See Chapter XI).

T he advantage of a larval life lies in seouring distribution, in this case an absolute
necessity, ooer wide areas up and down the coast, and at the same time in the immediate
transportation of the young from the shore out of reach of manJl enemies. 'I'his being
true, why, it may be asked, has the larval .developmeut been shortened at all? This
has been brought about, in all probability, because of the general slowness which
characterizes the whole period of development and because of the great destruction
which is wrought upon the pelagic Iarvte even under the most favorable conditions.

It is very interesting to notice, as I have already mentioned (p. 200), that abbre­
viation in development is carried a step farther in the European species.

It is a well-known law tllat a fresh-water life tends to shorten the development of
animals, and this may be clue to the fact that the seasonal changes of temperature are
far greater and more abrupt in inland waters than in the ocean.

A life in deep water tends also to shorten development and eliminate the larval
period. Where deep-water forms at the present day have an indirect development, it
is possible that the problem is complicated by other conditions or that the bathic
habit has been acquired in comparatively recent times.



Chapter XIII.-THE EMBRYOLOGY OF THE LOBSTER.

I shall not attempt to give a detailed account of the embryonic history of the
lobster, although for several seasons I ,have spent much time both iu collecting and
preparing material for this purpose. I will offer only a few notes ou the early
phases of developmeut, and, to lend continuity to the whole, will sketch briefly the
changes in external form which the embryo undergoes.

Early embryologists, Rathke in particular, to whom reference has already been
made (160), examined the older embryos of the lobster or dissected them from the
egg membranes, but the only paper of this period which attempts to deal directly with
the embryology of the animal is that of Erdl (62), published in 1843. Erdl treats
of the laying of the eggs and the fastening of them to the appendages of the
mother; of the nature of the laid egg and of the external anatomy of the older
embryos; but his work was done before the modern methods of microscopical research
had been discovered; This pioneer observer was thus greatly handicapped and his
results are now of but little value.

Smith figured and described the external anatomy of a well-advanced embryo from
a lobster captured May 2, 1872, at New London, Connecticut (182). This stage nearly
corresponds to that shown in cut 38.

In September, 1891, a paper on the Embryology of the Lobster, by Bumpus,
appeared, in which the early stages, to the close of the egg nauplius period, are care­
fully described and illustrated by very accurate and beautiful drawings (30).

A short account of my earliest studies appeared in 1890 (91), and this was followed
by additional notes in May, 1891 (92), in 1893 (96), 1894 (97), and 1895 (100).

NORMAL DEVELOPMENT.

THE MATURATION AND SEGMENTATION OF THE EGG•.

In the section on the growth of the germinal vesicle I have described the only
stage in the maturation of the egg which has been directly observed (p. 154, plate 42, fig.
161), where the germinal vesicle has approached the surface and is undergoing indirect
division, being overtaken in the metakineticstage. As already stated, it is evident
that in this particular egg the germinal vesicle was about to give off a polar body.

Bumpus, who was the first to detect polar bodies in the egg of the lobster, gives
the following account of them:

They are present in many eggs, and appear to be attached at no special point of the vitellus, so
far as the flattened area is concerned, being sometimes within it and sometimes without. It may be,
however, that I have only seen them in secondary positions; for in some cases they seemed to move
freely about within the egg membrane. They were not observed in process of formation, nor were
they invariably present. Before the blastula is formed they disappear. (30)

I was unable to satisfy myself that the polar cells could be distinguished with
certainty, and so have not figured them. It is difficult to detect such minute bodies
iu so large and so opaque au object as the egg of the lobster, and owing to mechanical
causes, possibly through the emission of the polar bodies themselves, minute spherical
globules of food yolk are set free and float in the fluid which underlies the eggshell. A
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single globule of yolk is practically colorless, and as I have never detected the polar
bodies in stained sections I can not affirm that the small particles which seemed to
answer to their assumed appearance were not detached globules of yolk. In ovarian
eggs which had failed to pass out of the body at the time of ovulation I have seen
what looked like polar corpuscles, but here, although the nucleus of the ovum was
at the surface, the observation could not be confirmed by histological analysis. The
position of the nucleus in such cases seems to point to the extrusion of the' polar cells
under normal conditions, while the eggs are within the ovary or its ducts.

I have already described and figured the egg of the shrimp, Stenopus hispidus,
in which two cells and a single polar body can be distinguished in sections (95, fig.
1, plate 6). One cell lies at the surface, and very near it in the space beneath the yolk
and shell a spherical mass of deeply staining chromatin, corresponding in size with
the nucleus of the superficial cell. It is probable that the latter represents the ger­
minal vesicle after one division, and that the deeper lying cell is the male pronucleus.
(Oompare 94, description of plate, p. 474.)

TU:E; EXTERNAL PHENOMENA OF SEGMENTA1'ION.

A colored sketch of the fresh eggs of the lobster is given in fig. 24, plate 17. These
were laid in an aquarium, and when examined August 11, 1893, were closely adherent
and could be separated only with difficulty. The fresh egg is spherical, oblong, or
somewhat irregular in form, and measures about Tn inch in diameter. (See p. 55.) It
has in appearance a fine granular texture all over, owing to the uniform distribution
and character of the yolk spherules, and the shell hugs the egg closely in all its parts.

An early sign of development is the flattening of a part of the surface of the
yolk and the consequent elevation of the shell over this area. A liquid, in which a
granular substance is sometimes feebly developed while the egg is' still fresh, is
pressed out of the yolk and fills the free space between it and the shell. This flat­
tened area marks the animal pole of the egg and is very characteristic. The surface
of the ovum is often flecked with light spots due to the irregular grouping and per­
haps looser arrangement of the yolk spherules. Light flecks, three to four in number,
but of different character, now appear in the depressed area (fig. 215). These are cells
which are approaching the surface, and their nuclei can now be seen shimmering
through the green yolk.

The phases which immediately follow are represented in figs. 216, 217, and 218,
which were drawn from the same egg at successive stages of development. The cells
approach nearer to the surface, multiply by indirect division, diffuse about the animal
pole, and bring on the superficial segmentation of tile yolk into hillocks as seen in profile
in fig. 218. The drawing shown in fig. 216 was made at 10.30 a. m, At the animal pole
there are seen two double rows of cells, 8 in each donble row, or 16 in all. These are
arranged in pairs-fonr pairs of daughter cells in each double row-the products of
recent division. This egg appears in profile in fig. 218. Tile yolk is now in contact
with the shell over less than half its area, but the yolk hillocks appear about the
animal pole only. At 10.55 a. m., 25 minutes later, 20 cells could be detected. At 12
m., or 65 minutes later, this egg had the appearance shown in fig. 217. The segments
or yolk hillocks were then farther apart. This process continued until the entire
surface of the yolk was segmented.

Opposite sides of the same egg in which that condition was already realized are
represented in figs. 219 and 220. The former shows the ani-mal pole, the latter the
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vegetative. At about 9.30 p. m., when I beg-an these drawings, the nuclei were in kary­
okinesis; at 10 p. m. nearly all were in the diaster stage (as represented here); at 10.10
p. m. superficial furrows began to appear, separating the daughter cells ill the region of
the animal pole. At 10.15 p. Ill. cell cleavage was completed. The cells on the opposite
side of the egg lagged somewhat behind the others, the cleavage furrows in that
region being completed about 5 minutes later. The yolk segments, both before and
after division, were wedged rather closely together and were now polygonal in outline
over the greater part of the egg. At 11 p. m. this egg had the appearance represented
in fig. 221, when seen from the animal pole. The yolk segments or hillocks now
protruded, becoming very convex, and the whole egg took on a beautiful mulberry-like
appearance, the segments which were visible to the naked eye being dark green with
whitish protoplasmic caps or centers. At 1 a. m., or 2~ hours after the last cleavage
period was completed, the segments flattened down, and by mutual pressure assumed
a polygonal form, the energy which had been stored up during the interval being now
directed to do the work of the next cleavage.

A similar phase is illustrated by cuts 23, 24, plate G, the former showing the
vegetative pole. When -these drawings were made, at 12.55 p. m., the nuclei were
mostly in the diaster stage of division, and in 70 minutes cleavage furrows were
beginning to appear.

An egg in a stage quite similar to that seen in fig. 221 is represented in fig. 222.
When first observed, at 10 a. m., from thirty-six to forty segments were visible over
that half of the egg corresponding to the animal pole. At 10.55 the nuclei were in
active division. At 11.30, when the drawing was completed, cell-cleavage fnrrows
were beginning to appear, and in 20 minutes the segmentation was completed over
the greater part of the surface. At 12 ill. (30 minutes from the time cell-cleavage
became visible, and 65 minutes from the beginning of karyokinesis) the process was
complete and the segments had begun to swell. The egg in this phase is represented
by fig. 223. At 2.45 p. m, active karyokinesis again began, and at 6.25, or in less
than 4 hours, division of the segments was again completed. This phase of the
segmentation lasted nearly four times as long as the former period. The drawing of
it (fig. 224) was made at 9 p. m., and represents the side including the vegetative
pole. (See figs. 218, 219, and 220.) The polygonal cells, near the central part of the
area represented, were the last products of this segmentation.

The time occupied in cell division is illustrated by another egg, which was under
observation 7ll hours (10.55 a. m. to 6.25 p. m.). It was of about the same age as the
egg shown in fig. 222. At 10.55 a. m, the nuclei were in the diaster or metakinetic
stage of division. At 11.40 a. m., or 45 minutes later, cell division or segmentation was
completed. At 1 p. m., 80 minutes later, the superficial furrows were very definite and
the protoplasmic cap of each segment was more distinct when examined in reflected
light. At 2.45 p. m., 105 minutes later, or nearly 4 hours from the beginning of the
last period of segmentation, the segments were closely crowded and nuclei were again
in active division. (Stage of the equatorial plate.) At 4.15 p. m., III hours later,
cleavage amphiasters were formed, but no furrows. At 6.25 p. m., 2 hours and 10
minutes later, or 3 hours and 40 minutes from the time of appearance of the equatorial
plate, segmentation was completed. Here the total segmentation period lasted about
6 hours and 45 minutes, of which 2 hours and 20 minutes were spent in quiescence
and 4 hours and 25 minutes in activity.
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CUT20.-Egg embryo, showing membranes ubnormally rlistemlcd after
prolonged immeraion in picro-nitr-ic acid. 29 diameters.

nibil primary egg-membrane, formed in ovary. 1nb'l, secondary egg­
membrnne, prolonged into the stalk of attachment, formed by the
cement glands. mb8, cuticular molt of embryo.

CUT 21.-Projcction of llll egg with 15yolk-cells,
all near t.he Hurface or upproachrng it.

CUT22.-Projection of an egg with 28 yolk-cells, 3 in
karyokinesis-mostly Dear tho surface.

In those cuts the yolk-cells only are shown, Sections
are mpreaented by dotted lines in cut 22.

Drawn by F. H. Hcr,·ick.
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About 110 cells are present in the egg shown in fig. 223, and not far from 220 in
the next phase (fig. 224). The lack of uniformity in cell division which was present
in the earlier stages now entirely disappears. In other words, the individual rhythms
of the component cells of the embryo appear to be in harmony.

At the next and following divisions (fig. 225) the protoplasm approaches nearer
and nearer the surface, and the animal and vegetative poles are no longer distin­
guishable. A surface view of an egg intermediate between the stages shown in figs.
224 and 225 is represented in fig. 244, plate 52. The invagination stage soon follows.

INTERNAL OHANGES IN SEGMENTA1'ION.

The histological changes which take place in development up to the beginning of
the invagination stage will now be considered.

The segmentation nucleus in a single egg, from a batch which I obtained on
August 1, was very eccentric in position, and'in appearance resembled the germinal
vesicle of the unextruded egg. The nucleus was spherical and lay in a spherical
island of granular protoplasm. The nuclear membrane was very delicate, and could
hardly be demonstrated in sections, while the chromatin had a rather coarse granular
appearance.

The first divisiou takes place near the center of the egg, and the products move
away from each other. In two eggs examined, each of which contained two nuclei
(possibly the pronuclei), one nucleus in each case lay nearer the center and the other
nearer the surface. The nuclei are relatively small, and after a few divisions become
very much smaller. Each is surrounded by a rayed body of protoplasm, in some
cases (as in fig. 249) the rays being exceedingly numerous and delicate, reaching far
out among the yolk-spheres. In an egg which was cut into 56 sections, the first two
cells appeared in the twenty-fourth and thirtieth sections, respectively. In each case
the nucleus was spherical, and the cell protoplasm formed. a compact oval island, giving
offno long characteristic pseudopodia, as are seen in fig. 238, In another case, where
the egg was cut into 64 sections, one cell appeared in the thirty-first and its sister
cell in the thirty-ninth section of the series, the latter being in process of division.

In the second and third segmentations which follow, producing four and eight
cells, the products separate and migrate toward the surface. The greater number
tend to move toward the side of the egg corresponding to the animal pole, where the
yolk is first segmented (figs. 215-218, plate 50).

In an egg containing nineteen cells, with yolk undivided, eight were in various
stages of karyokinesis. Some cells were nearer, others farther from the surface, the
majority being about midway between the center and periphery, in different parts of
the egg.

In another egg, where the segmentation of the superficial yolk was completed,
just thirty cells or yolk pyramids were present. (See figs. 2Hl and 220; a section of
the egg is represented in fig. 242.) The constrictions of the yolk are not simply
superficial, but cleavage planes often reach halfway down to the center of the egg.
The nucleus with its rayed protoplasm lies toward the center of the convex face of
each segment, but is still separated from the surface of the egg by a considerable layer
of yolk. The entire protoplasm is thus distributed among the yolk segments, none of
it remaining in the undivided yolk mass. In surface views the nuclei can be seen
shining through the thin stratum of yolk which lies between them and the surface.
Sometimes a segment is partly overgrown by the surrounding cells and squeezed below



206 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED STATES FISH COMMISSION.

the surface, as in fig. 238, but this must not be mistaken for one of the phagocytes or
yolk cells, which are formed in an entirely different manner.

Karyokinetic figures, which are clearly seen in all dividing nuclei, show that up
to this time the plane of cell division is radial, for all cells at least which have
approached as near the surface as those shown in fig. 242. A little later than this, fig.
224, plate 50, and fig. 244, plate 52, when over 200 cells were present, phagocytes or
yolk cells suddenly appear. One egg showed, when sectioned, the following condition:

Number of cells at surface 219
Number of yolk cells 'n_ 11
Total number of cells in egg 230
Number of cells in active karyokinesis:

~::~:~~;:;~i:~~i~~:: I;} 17
The yolk cells are in various stages of migration from the surface to the depths

of the egg. Four have reached points about midway between the surface and center,
and one of these is in the metakinetic stage of division. They originate by the
tangential division of a certain number of the peripheral cells and by the multiplication
of yolk cells thus formed. The peripheral cells at this time are not quite in contact
with the surface of the egg, but are separated from it by a thin layer of yolk spherules.
When a peripheral cell divides in a horizontal or tangential plane, the central daughter
cell migrates into the great yolk mass, filling the egg, while the other remains at the
surface and forms a part of the primitive blastoderm. The process is illustrated in
figs. 236 and 243, the latter showing the formation of a yolk cell near the surface, and
also the division of a yolk cell already formed.

'l'HE INVAGINATION STA.GE.

After a stage similar to that shown in fig. 225 is reached the peripheral cells continue
to divide in radial planes, and their protoplasm soon bounds the surface of the egg.
Oell division becomes more rapid over one side of the egg, possibly that corresponding
to the animal pole, but this was not finally determined. An area of rapid proliferation
is thus distinctly marked off, and in the midst an invagination of superficial cells
occurs. This begins by the in-wandering of a few cells, which is followed by the multi­
plication of those thus immersed in the common food stock, and by the sinking in of a
small area of the blastoderm about this point. In an ovate egg, like that shown in
fig. 227, the invaginate area lies toward one of the poles.

The depression is at first very shallow, but increases considerably in depth and
becomes a well-defined circular pit. Later it elongates transversely (cut 26), and in
abnormal cases a deep gutter is formed. The character of this depression is indeed
subject to great variation. The pit at the surface lasts from four to five days, when,
after becoming elongated into a slightly triangular slit, by the ingrowth of the sides,
it completely disappears.

In an egg in which there is a distinct patch of cells marking the area of invagina­
tion, but where the depression is very slight or has entirely disappeared, the embryo
onic area which lies in front of the point of invagination is marked by a wonderful
activity among the superficial cells. This is illustrated in fig. 252, plate 54. About
the point of invagination there is a mass of several hundred cells, from which migra­
tion into the yolk has taken place. Many of the cells, both at and below the surface,
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CU'!'23.-Egg with about 32 yolk segments present, seen
from vegetative pole. About twenty-eight hours after
fertUization. At 12.05 p. m, the nuclei were dividing,
and at 2.05 p. m, corresponding segmentation furrows
in the yolk had appeared. 29 diameters.

CU'!'25.-Surfaee view of embr-yo 8 day" old in Invaglna­
tion stage, showing pit at surface, embryonic aren aIHI
mass of In-wandoring cell" which peuetrnte deeply into
the yolk. These appeal' now as a douse pear-shaped
cloud whcn seen through the superflcinl parts. 29 di­
ameters. From No.3 (I), tuble 18,July 9, 1890.

Drawn b!l r. H. Hm-rick.

PLATE G

CUT 24.-Reverse side of snme egg, showing divided
nuclei at the animal pole. Drawings from living egg.
29 diameters.

UUT26.-Snrfnce view of-egg in invaginatdon stage. Ptt
very distinct, transvcrsely elongated, showing tendency
to become horsoshoo-shnpml. 29 diameters. Embryo
about, 8 days old. August 12, 1892.
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are in various stages of division, as shown by the clearly defined karyokinetic figures.
The surface of the egg at the sides, but particularly in front of this area, presents a
striking, and, for a transitory period, a very characteristic appearance. The nuclei
are grouped in pairs, in short strings, or in clusters or nests of a dozen or more. In
many cases these nuclei are breaking down and giving rise to the" plasma vesicles"
and "chromatin nebulre " of Bumpus (30). The degenerating chromatin of these
disrupted cells still reacts vigoronsly upon the staining fluids, and appears as a
clouded mass of fine particles (fig. 237; Dg.) which in time becomes more diffused and
scattered amid the adjacent yolk granules (fig. 241). The pairs or chains of cells
arise by the usual process of indirect division in radial planes.

'I'he cell nests, as illustrated in fig. 245, plate 52, are the result of a multiple karyo­
kinesis, and are formed immediately by either one or two divisions from a single cell
(yn 1) . Since the active phase of this process lasts but a briefinterval, it is not surprising
that it usually escapes attention. In this egg, nests of nuclei are very abundant at the
sides and immediately behind the region of ingrowth, and occur, as is well shown in
fig. 245, both at the immediate surface (en) and below it. In most cases a yolk ball is
formed with very definite outlines, its size depending upon the amount of protoplasm
which it contains. The yolk ball is strictly analogous to the superficial yolk.bearing
cell and to the yolk pyramid. The superficial cell, which is a direct descendant of the
enormous yolk segment or pyramid, has this peculiarity in the lobster: By the time
a distinct blastodermic envelope is formed it tends to become distinctly separated
from the rest of the egg. A. definite stratum of cells is thus formed consisting.of yolk­
laden discoidal or columnar cells. (See figs. 251 and 255, eo.)

The appearance of the cell nest or cluster in a resting condition is shown in figs. 245
and 247. The yolk immediately surrounding it is usually, but not always, segmented
into spherical masses. Upon the side of the egg, opposite the embryo nuclei are far
less numerous and very uniformly distributed. No cell nests or evidence of active
division are seen.

It will probably be found that, whenever clusters or nests of nuclei appear in
the blastoderm or other parts of the embryo of Arthropods, they are the result of
multiple cell division. Some time ago I suggested (94, p. 427) that this would account
for the nuclear clusters which Reichenbach has figured in the large endodermal cells
which form the lining of the mesenteron in Astaous, and which he supposed were due
to a process of direct division (163). Both in this case and in the lobster the division
is attended by the dissolution of some of the chromatin.

The histology of the embryo during the invagination period is illustrated by figs.
246, 251, 254. At a very early stage a few cells break with the surface and migrate a
short way into the egg. A. depression about the point of ingrowth soon appears, and
the cells, being bathed with nutriment, multiply rapidly until the condition illustrated in
fig. 251 is reached. They here form at the surface a definite layer of prismatic elements,
each containing a quantity of' yolk with definite boundaries. It should be noticed also
that the nuclei of' the in-wandering- cells are often inclosed in spherical niassea of yolk.

The histological processes which occnr at this.period vary considerably in different
embryos. Thus in fig. 246 we see a stage of development very similar to that of
fig. 252, but a little earlier. In the former (fig. 246) the cells about the area of
invaginationhave multiplied until they form a large cluster at the bottom of the pit.
A. syncytium is formed, and the protoplasm of the outermost cells lies at the surface,
while the neigbboring yolk is thrown into long, tapering segments. Some of these
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invaginated cells have wandered a short way only into the egg. Now, if we examine.
the peripheral cell envelope, we find abundant evidence of cell division over the side
of the egg where the embryo proper is soon to be built up. Nests of nuclei, often sur­
prisingly large and numerous, are now and then seen in the midst of a spherical mass
of yolk either at the surface or just below it. Isolated cells, though few in number,
also occur, scattered through the peripheral parts of the yolk at this stage. What
is their origin ¥ They can not be referred to invaginate cells, since none of these
have yet wandered to remote parts. Furthermore, these cells tend, not to scatter,
but to migrate in a body. They may be the descendants of the primary yolk cells or
migrants from the peripheral cell envelope, or may originate in both these ways.

At the time of invagination the egg of Alpheus is very similar to that of the lob­
ster in its histological relations. The main difference which is apparent to the eye
is in the larger size or greater amount of food yolk in the latter. I have described
and figured the invagination stage- of Alpheus in some detail in my work on the
embryology of this crustacean (94, p.400, plate XXXI). In this species the primary
yolk cells persist and mingle with the wandering cells derived from the invagination.
An egg of Alpheus saulcyi in the invagination stage contains.about 4.60 cells, of which 8
per cent-exactly 37 were found in two separate eggs-are primary yolk cells (94, p.
432, table 1). These yolk cells do not appear to be much more numerous in the larger
egg of the lobster (see cuts 21 and 22, showing eggs with 15 and 28 yolk cells respect­
ively), but in this animal they degenerate faster than in Alpheus, so that at the
invagination period very few are left. On the other hand the occurreuce in the lobster at
this time ofnests of nuclei within the yolk ball, which lies just below the surface or some
times almost in contact with it, points to migration of cells from the surface after the
invagination stage. In any case most, if not all, such cells degenerate and disappear.

In an older embryo, represented in fig. 254, the pit ill the invagination area is
considerably enlarged, and below this a solid wedge-shaped column of cells is seen
advancing straight down into the yolk or bending slightly toward the hinder end of
the embryo. This mass of cells forms what has been called the thoracic-abdominal
plate. It here gives rise in part to a mass of cells which migrate into the yolk and
eventually form mesodermic and endodermic structures. I shall call this cell-mass the
mesendoderm. Regarding these cells we notice in particular the peculiar association of
the cytoplasm with the yolk, the pseudopodia by which they worm their way among
the yolk spherules like so many amcebre, the evidence of cell multiplication and of the
degeneration or breaking down of cells.

Signs of cell degeneration are also present in a striking degree over the embryonic
area of the egg. The surface cells form a single tier of short prismatic elements
loaded with yolk, while beneath them we see a thin cloud of fine chromatin particles.
These are mostly the remains of cells which have migrated thither from the mesendo­
dermic mass, and possibly in part also of cells which have wandered from the surface.

The embryo at a little later period has the appearance shown in plate 53. The
ingrowing plug of cells has a rounded, somewhat pear-shaped outline when seen from
above, the stem end of the pear pointing backward and downward into the yolk.
The embryonic area of the egg presents a beautiful mosaic of cells, among which
karyokinetic figures are abundant, The dividing planes of these cells are always
radial-that is. parallel with a radius drawn from the center to the surface of the
egg, but make any angle with a line drawn upon the surface of the egg, such as that
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CUT 27.-Surface view of embryo, show­
ing buds of first pair of antennre and
clouds of in-wandoring cells. 'I'he lut­
tel' extend ill great cumulus-like folds
lind surround large masses of yolk with
thin layers of cella. Embryo about 9
days old. August 6, 1891. 29 diameters.

In cuts 25-33 the eggs were fixed with
hot water and Mayer's piero-sulphurlo
acid, and stained in Kleinenberg's luetuo­
toxylon or Grenacher'a borax-curruine.

CUT 29.-Surface view of early egg·
nnupllus embryo, showiug buds of
the first and seoond antennas and
the mandibles. Mouth or opening
of stomodmum distinct; In-wunderiug
cells beneath the thoracic abdominal
plate shaded dark. The yolk-cells lire
still further eircumscribod to outward
appearance, having wandored far into
the egg. Optic disks more clearly de­
fined. Embryo about 10 dllyS old. 29
diameters.

Drawn by P. H. Herrick.

CU1' 28.-Surface viow of embryo, show­
ing buds of' first pair of antenure and
of maudlbles, Tho stomodreum is
present in form of' a small transverse
pit, on the level of a line drawn
through the postertor margins of the
autennary buds. Tho outlines of tho
masses of -yolk-cells appear lunch
more circntnscrlbed than in the earlier
stage shown iu cut 27. Embryo 9 to
10 days old. August. 5, 1891. 29 dia­
meters.

CUTSO.-Surfaco view of e~~ nuuplius,
slightly older than that, shown in cnt 29;
second antonmu bifid; labrum and tho­
rnelc abdominal fold present; embryo
about 11 days old. July 12. 29 diame­
tel's.

In cuts 25-30 surface-cells arc roughly
indicated only ill the Inunediate region
of the embryo.

PLATE H.
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CUT 31.-Surface view of cgg naupltus,
ahowiug thoracic abdominal fold, The
mouth, as in cut 30, is screened by the lab­
rum, and the optic disks are wore sharply
defined; second antennas forked , embryo
about 12 days old. 29 diameters.

CU'!' 32.-Surface view of egg naupltus,
showing parts much more concentrated
than in earlier stages. Auteunre exhibit
traces of' segmeutnttou, and tho second
antennas have a slender inner branch.
The abdomen is bifid at its extremity,
which neurly touches the Iabruur , optic
disk lobular; embryo 14 to 10 days old.
August 14. 29 diameters.

CUT 33.-Snrfacc view of embryo with first
maxillm budded , embryo 16 to 18 days
old. Auguat 5. 29 diameters,

In Cllts 31-38 there is little Ilttempt to
show more than the form of the ernbryo.
The series G to J represents the progres­
sive development of the summer eggs.
Compare the Rate of Development, PI'.
55 to 57, IIn,1 table 18.

CUT 34.-Surface view of embryo, showing
5 pairs of poet-mandibular appemlages .
'l'he anteunre have grown obliquely back­
ward nntil they come to lie 11curly parnl­
lei wiLh the abdomen. The tolsou, which
Is 1I0W distinctly forked, partially over­
laps the brain. Eye-pigment 1I0t yet
apparent. Nearly same stage ns a (5),
table 18; about 21 days olll. From egg
killed in Perenyi fluid, August 15, 1893.
29 diameters.

Draum by P. H. Hel'1·ick.
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through the longitudinal median axis. There is no tendency to form radial strings
or concentric circles of cells with reference to a given center at the surface, such as
Reichenbach (163) has described in the crayfish, a fact already noticed by Bumpus (30).
Diffused clouds or islands of chromatin particles, tile wrecks of cell colonies, lie strewn
over the embryonic area, particularly in its forward part. These are for the most part
immediately below the ectoderm. 'I'he opposite side of this egg shows nothing par­
ticularly noteworthy and has not been figured. The nuclei are more scattered, cell
division is less frequent, and clouds of chromatin granules are much less extensive.

The internal structure of a little older embryo is illustrated by fig. 255, plate 54:.
The most noticeable changes are the great spread of the mesendoderm which, like a
cloud of dense smoke from an engine, rises up and trails backward into the depths of
the yolk with many rounded summits; the columnar form of the ectodermic cells-most
pronounced in the region of the optic disks-and the swarm of degenerating par­
ticles which underlie these regions. Sticking to the basal ends of the prismatic cells,
numerous ammboid elements can also be seen. How do they originateV They must
come either from the mesendoderm or from the ectoderm. That some of them migrate
forward from the region of the thoracic-abdominal plate there can be no doubt, and it
seems almost equally certain that some come from the surface cells. The position of
the nuclei of the peripheral cells frequently points to the theory that some of' them are
crowded below tile surface by mutual pressure. On the other hand it is sometimes, but
not always, the case that the boundaries of the ectodermic cells are clearly defined.
The ectoderm still consists of a single cell stratum. The ectodermic nucleus is sus­
pended in the middle of the cell, cytoplasm filling the peripheral and deutoplasm
the central ends. Mesendoderm cells also travel backward and sideways from the
thoracic-abdominal plate and settle down upon the ectoderm. The cells which migrate
into the depths of the egg and form the cumulus-like mass have this peculiarity­
they form a connected syncytial mass; their nuclei are small and of irregular shapes.
On the other hand amreboid cells below the embryonic area frequently possess large
spherical nuclei.

LATER STAGES IN EMBRy.oNIO DEVELOPMENT.

The development of the external form of the embryo is illustrated by cuts 27 to
38 and by plate 51. The mesendoderm cells play an important role at the time the
appendages are budding. In surface views they become less and less conspicuous,
until in the late egg nauplius (cuts 31, 32) they have passed out of sight into the
deeper parts of the egg.

The appendages make their appearance in the following order: (1) First antennre,
(2) mandibles, (3) second antonnre, (4:) first maxillas, and the remaining thoracic
appendages in regular succession. They are all formed by the folding of' the body
wall or ectoderm, and contain solid yolk cores, until these are absorbed and replaced in
part by the mesodermic cells which migrate into them. The second antenna soon
becomes bifid and bilobed at its apex (cuts 30-32), the inner branch represeuting the
future long flagellum of this appendage. The first autennre remain single until just
before the time of hatching, when the inner branch or flagellum begins to grow out
from the inner lower surface of the primary stalk. The optic disks are fiat areas of
rapid cell division.



210 BULLETIN OF THE UNITED S'fATES FISH COMMISSION.

The relative position of the mouth and antennas is illustrated by cuts 28 and 29.
I will add the account given in my paper on the development of Alpheus, where the
lobster was also included, since it applies to the higher crustacea generally:

Before the first antennre are folded, when they are distinguished us dense patches of cells, some
eggs show the primitive mouth as a minute circular pit, lying nearly on a line drawn between the
centers of these proliferating cell areas, but, so far as my observation goes, never distinctly in front of
them. The relative positions of the mouth and first pair of antennro shift very rapidly during the early
period of their growth, before the fully developed egg-nauplius stage. The pit elongates and becomes
a transverse furrow, and by the time the first pair of antennm are clearly marked off as rounded buds,
and before the second pair are raised into folds, the mouth is on a line with the first of these append­
ages. When the second antenrne are elevated into folds the month is behind the buds of the first pair,
or on a line drawn between their posterior margins (94, p. 442).

At a stage before the appearance of eye pigment, represented in fig. 232, plate 51, a
diffuse but couspicuous patch of ectodermic cells is developed, similar to what I have
already described in Alpheus (94, p. 414). In case the egg is oblong this patch lies
at one pole about 90° behind the embryo.

A stage just previous to the appearance of eye-pigment is seen in fig. 234. The
forked telson now covers the labrum and is reaching up in front of the brain.

The relation between the age and size of the embryo under normal conditions­
the eggs having been laid in summer-may be seen by comparing cuts 23-38 with
table 18. Most of these are from the same batch of eggs.

Eye pigment is developed in about four weeks, and the rate of growth of the
embryo can thenceforward be gauged by the increase of the pigmented area (cuts
35-38).

At a stage before the concentration of the embryo has begun, a little earlier than
that shown in cut 29, Bumpus (30) has described and figured what has the appearance
of a rudimentary pair of preoral appendages. These are elongated folds lying parallel
with the convex border of the optic lobe, and separated from it by a slight furrow only.
They are very transitory, disappearing completely after a brief interval. They can
be seen in some of my preparations, but are not shown in the drawings.

HISTOl~Y OF THE YOLK CELLS.

In my paper on the development of Alpheus I have devoted a chapter to the
"Origin and history of wandering- cells in Alpheus," and I have little doubt that what
is said there of Alpheus is generally true of the lobster and of most decapoda.

In Alpheus, as in the lobster, a certain number of cells, 30 to 40, are budded oft'
from the blastosphere, and form what I have called the primary yolk cells. Wander­
ing cells, or those which enter the yolk and move about in it, have a triple origin,
namely, from the blastoderm, the invaginated cells, and the ventral plate. It should also
be added that both the process of multiplication by indirect cell divislou and that of
dissolution or degeneration of protoplasm take place simultaneously in the wandering
cells.

During the egg-nauplins period there is a rapid diminution of the wandering cells, due to cell
disintegration and emigration to those parts of the embryo where mesoblastic organs arc being laid
down. The history of the wandering cells in Alphens is largely the history of the early develop­
ment of the mesoblast and entoblast. The endoderm makes its appearance as a distiuct cell layer
during the egg-nauplius period, and tukes the form of a narrow sheet of rather large cells, between
the yolk and the rudimentary heart, near the body wall. In the space corresponding to the heart,
blood corpuscles can already be detected, besides scattered mesoblast cells. Both the latter and tho
entoblast are derived from the wandering cells which come out of the yolk (94, p. 408).
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In the lobster there appears to be this difference, in that the primary yolk cells
are for the most part, if not wholly, disintegrated before invagination occurs, and
take no part in development. This can not be shown to be the case in .Alpheus.

I have spoken of the formation of the primary yolk cells by tangential division, in
.Alpheus and other forms, as a process of delamination, on the ground that they repre­
sented a primitive endoderm, and that the egg with primary yolk cells corresponds to
the planula stage of ccelenterates. I first called attention to this mode of origin of
yolk cells in decapod crustacea in my' paper on .A.lpheus (94, p. 400), and found that
in the lobster they arose by transverse division from the blastospheric cells or from the
peripheral cell layer (since there is no true blastosphere in this egg). The budding of
these cells, mor~over, begins before the outwardly migrating cells have reached the
surface and completely surrounded the yolk. The regularity with which this process
occurs" in snch typical forms as .A.lpheus and Homarus argues," as I remarked in an
earlier paper, "for its presence in allied species where it has possibly been overlooked."
.A precisely similar origin and speedy dissolution of yolk cells has been recently
described in Gebia by Butschinsky (31). It seems that there can be no doubt that the
formation of yolk cells at this early period is thelast trace of a process which was once
of importance, but the role which they play now must be an exceedingly minor one. I
have never found more than 28 of these cells in the large egg of the lobster (cut 22).
Here, while it maybe admitted that they are phagocytes or yolk digesters, the impres­
sion which they make upon this large mass of material is insignificant, and they are
themselves soon disintegrated and become a part of the general food stock. It is pos­
sible that they are the remains of a primitive hypoblast, that they once played a more
important part as digesters of the yolk than they do at present, and that this function
was usurped by the mesendoderm formed at the time of invagination. The term trans­
verse fission instead of delamination should, however, be used in speaking of this process
(94, seepp. 400 and 419), since no true delamination occurs and nothing certain is
known about the origin and meaning of this process in the decapod crustacea.

DEGENERATION OF OELLS.

I h~ve discussed the subject of cell degeneration in my paper on .Alpheus (94, pp.
425-431) and need not refer to the facts again in detail (see figs. 237, 240,241, plate 52).
The degeneration of cells in the ovary has already been mentioned (p.152). In the
embryo this breaking down and absorption of cells into the common yolk mass is first
seen in the primary yolk cells, and afterwards in the mesendoderm, where it soon
becomes one of the most striking, and at the same time most puzzling, of all the
varied phenomena presented by the developing embryo. Ifwe examine a longitudinal
section of the egg nauplius of the lobster, we find not a few chromatin balls, bnt a
meteoric swarm of granulated bodies and naked chromatin grains coextensive with
the embryo and reaching a considerable distance into the yolk amid the scattered
mesodermic cells, but perhaps most abundant, as in .A.lpheus, in the neighborhood of
the stomodreum. .A long, nebulous train of yolk spherules and granules extends
forward a considerable distance in front of the mouth and is especially marked in the
region of the optic disks. The labrum and the folds of the appendages which contain
solid yolk cores abound also in these peculiar granulated bodies. They occur in less
numbers in connection with the mesendoderm cells, which have at this stage traveled
through the greater part of the egg and form a series of irregular sacs filled with yolk.
These yolk masses, with their surrounding sheet or advancing column of cells, corre-
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spond to the endoderm sac of the crayfish. In the latter the peculiar cell fragments
also occur.

If one now examines very thin sections under high powers, he finds that the
granules and the granulated bodies correspond in general to the structures found in
Alpheus. The chromatin grains appear sometimes as naked masses in the yolk, and
stain either very intensely or faintly. They are often vesiculated-that is, they appear
as hollow shells (fig. 241). Under favorable conditions it is easy to demonstrate the
fact that these bodies surround particles of yolk, and occasionally they have a cres­
centic shape, when they seem to be enwrapping a yolk spherule (fig. 240, plate 52)
(94, p. 427). I have shown that the "secondary mesoderm cells" described in the
crayfish by Reichenbach (163) are undoubtedly products of degeneration which are
afterwards absorbed in the yolk. In this species the endodermic cells which are
loaded with yolk probably divide by multiple karyokinesis, producing nuclear nests or
clusters, some of which in time undergo degeneration. The naked balls of chromatin
which are found in these cells are probably formed in situ, though they unquestion­
ably shift their position in the egg.

In a species of Oambarus, which I studied at a stage when five pairs of appendages
were present, the .endodermal nucleus was surrounded by a thin layer of protoplasm,
which worked its way amid the yolk so as to practically surround a pyramidal mass.
This strongly recalls the serpentine manner in which the cells creep through the yolk
in the egg of the lobster.

Later, when nine pairs of appendages are represented, the endodermal cells have
nearly reached the ectoderm. The yolk within the confines of the ectoderm has an
irregular, pyramidal, or radial cleavage. Oentrally it blends with a serum-like fluid,
in which occasional granules or balls of chromatin are suspended. Small spherical
bodies containing a single chromatin ball, or several balls, occur not only in the yolk
underneath the ectoderm and in the vicinity of' the endodermalnuclei, b~tt also in the
central yolk of the endoderm sac at various levels below the endodermal nuclei. This is
a point of some interest in connection with the fate of these bodies. They wander not
only peripherally but centrally,' Rarely we meet one which is three or four times the
average size, having a small chromatin spherule in its center. These latter become
absorbed and gradually disappear (94, p. 428).

As 1 have already shown, the plasmic vesicles described by Bumpus (30) in the
ovarian egg are mesodermic cells in the process of degeneration. (For the origin and
history of these bodies see p. 152.)

Later, according to Rumpus, the plasmic vacuoles are represented by chromatin
granules scattered about in the peripheral parts of the yolk.

In the early cleavage stages Bumpus says that the plasma cells are still represented
by chromatin grains, which "are no longer confined to the periphery, however, but
have advanced toward the center and formed an indefinite ring" (30). In the speci­
mens of eggs in the early cleavage stages which I have studied-stained chiefly in
Kleinenberg's hsematoxylon solution-l have never been able to detect any degenera­
tive products whatever. They appear to have been completely absorbed or converted
into yolk before this time.

In a still later period, when the u-shaped embryonic area is differentiated, "the
plasma vacuoles," according to Bumpus, "are represented by chromatin nebulre, which

1 The movement of these bodies is probably due wholly to oxtraneous mechanical causes
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generally underlie the triangular and U-shaped areas" and are "found as small clouds
between and also outside the limits of the embryonal tract." He says further that
"chromatin grains, as was seen in the surface view, are most abundant where ecto­
dermal cells are most numerous." No infereuce is drawn from this, but plainly the
true one is not that the larger collection of endoderm cells are centers of cell degener­
ation, but that the mesoblastic cells attach themselves to those parts of the embryonic
ectoblast which are growing the fastest, and by their own dissolution give rise to the
"chromatin nebulre,"

Bnmpus does not explain the origin and fate of the chromatin particles which he
accurately figures, but remarks that" structures comparable with the chromatin grains
of the plasma cells are neither mentioned nor figured by Reichenbach, though the
so-called' serum' may represent the region of their activity." Further on it is said
that" future comparison may prove these," the" secondary mesoderm cells," of Reich­
enbach "to be the same as the plasma vacuoles and their chromatin grains;" and
again, "I have been unable to find in Homarus preparations that throw any direct
light on the so-called 'secondary mesoderm."

I have shown (94) that the "secondary mesoderm cells" are not cells at all, but.
the products of cell degeneration, and that in their origin and final destiny they bear
the closest resemblance to the "chromatin nebulre" of the lobster.

ABNORMAL DEVELOPMENT.

SEGMENTATION OF THE EGG.

In every batch of segmenting lobster eggs one is sure to meet with many irregu­
lar forms, and in some cases the greater number appear to be abnormal. Nuclei can
be detected at the surface of many of the segments, and if the egg is treated with
Perenyi's fluid or with an acid the dark-green segments and their nuclei contrast very
strongly with a milk-white coagulable substance in which they seem to be embedded.
Some eggs, which were laid by a lobster on August 23, after a captivity of eight weeks
in a small aquarium, were light-colored, but were normally fixed to the abdomen, and
were fertile, although the segmentation was exceptionally irregular. Sections of these
eggs showed an irregular distribution of cells both at the surface and throughout the
yolk. In some places cells appear to have been carried below the surface by over­
growth, and afterwards to have multiplied in the yolk.

Eggs which are otherwise regularly segmented may contain a large superficial
. mass of undivided yolk, as in fig. 226, plate 50. Here is a very large mass of yolk about

the pole of the egg-a similar one lay near it on the opposite side-and a considerable
number of smaller segments. When this egg is sectioned it is found that the large
yolk masses are nearly devoid of protoplasm, while the smaller segments contain each
a nucleus which shows traces of degeneration. There is no nuclear membrane, and
the chromatin has assumed, a very irregular form.

It is common to find eggs with yolk unsegmented with the exception of one or more
small balls at the surface. Sometimes a single large segment is seen, looking as if it
had been pinched off, and in this and in many other cases it is evident that the egg
has in some way received harsh treatment.

In one egg, rather more anomalous than usual, there was a single small spherical
segment at one of the poles of the elongated egg, while the remainder of the yolk was
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undivided. A single nucleus was visible in the small segment, but the egg in reality
contained six cells, five lying in the unsegmented yolk.

It would be interesting to know how many of the irregularly segmented cells
eventually attain a normal condition. It seems probable that very many of them do,
judging from the fact that the number of abnormal eggs which later appear when the
nauplius stage is reached is much smaller, yet there is no evidence that any of the
eggs are lost.

TIlE INVAGINATION AND EGG-NAUPLIUS STAGES.

I will now speakof some interesting variations which occur during the invagina-
tion period and immediately after it. .

Instead of the normal ingrowth of cells from the surface into the yolk and the
sinking in of others to form a small circular pit, there is what appears at the surface as
a deep transverse iJlvagination, This is sometimes a long crescent-shaped or irregular
transverse fissure, as in the egg of which cut 40 represents a median longitudinal
section.

In other cases, in which the processes of development have gone further, there is
formed an irregular, oval, or circular disk of cells in connection with the invagination,
as shown in fig. 229, plate 51. Here there is a well-defined rim on one side, while upon
the other the structure seems to blend with the yolk. In a further-developed stage in
the same process I find that the egg has often a well-defined, sometimes round, and
very irregular circumvallate disk of cells. The cells within the valIum are densely
crowded, and the presence of numerous karyokinetic figures shows that at times cell
division may become rapid. Below the surface, both within and without the valIum,
the granular masses of chromatin bear abundant testimony to the degeneration of living
protoplasm which is taking place in the yolk. The columnar aspect of the marginal
cells of the disk can be plainly seen. The way in which this condition is reached is
illustrated by cuts 39 and 40. By the ingrowth (or infolding in consequence of unequal
growth) of some of the superficial or ectoblastic cells into the massive ball of yolk, a
tongue-shaped or island-like patch of cells is formed, on which the embryo proper is
subsequently marked off (figs. 228 to 231).

The egg-nauplius may arise in a depressed central part of the disk, as in fig. 231,
or upon its margins, figs. 228, 230.

We will now glance at the histology of some of the abnormal embryos, Out 40
shows a median longitudinal section through one of the earlier stages described.
When the egg was examined from the surface a transverse irregular fissure was seen,
corresponding to the pit (Pit) where the sheet of cells dips below the surface. We see
from a study of this egg that a considerable stratum of cells, including the invaginate
area, has grown into the yolk, and that its edges are folded upon themselves. In this
case one side of the disk, corresponding to the anterior end of the embryo, is at the
surface, while the opposite side is deeply embedded in the yolk. Numerous cells have
budded off from this cell plate, particularly at its posterior end, where they multiply
rapidly and move about freely in the yolk, like the normal mesendodermic cells. Like
the latter, they move chiefly in a posterior direction into the deeper parts of the yolk.
Many of these wandering cells are moreover already in process of degeneration. It
looks as if there was a migration of cells from the surface behind the cell plate, but
the appearances may be in this respect deceptive. The yolk flows over the engulfed
cells, but I find in my preparations no new snperficiallayer of ectoderm established.
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Cut 39 represents a median longitudinal section through the embryo shown in
fig. 230,plate 51. Here the entire embryo is immersed in the yolk or in a thin coagulable
fluid derived from it, through which it can be seen, while the cell plate touches the
surface in a narrow, bow-shaped area, but dips below again at its peripheral margin.
The cell plate beyond the confines of the thoracic-abdominal process and appendages
of the embryo consists of a single layer of very large cubical or columnar elements
gorged with yolk. In front aud behind, the edges of this sheet unite to form a cul-de­
sac, so that the whole structure resembles in form a flattened bag, which is partially
buried in the YOlk, with which it communicates by the opening or mouth of the sac
below. The edges of the plate are curled over in the yolk, like one of the limbs of
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CUT39.-Medinn longitudinalseotion through ab- CUT 40.-Sngittnl sootiou through abnormal em-
normal ombryo shown in fig. 230, plat.e 51. Elxed bryo 1n early st,n~o of development. l~ixed in
with picro-aulphnrio acid, stained III Kloinonberg's picro-sulpburlo acid, stained in Kleinenberg's
hmmatoxylon, Angust 9, 1892. hmmatoxylon, Angust 9, 1892.

AbP, thcracic-abdomiuul process. Deg., el(enerat.ing cells. epJ'., iugrowing fold of surfnce-epttbcltum. 1Ifo, mouth
of stomodmum. Pit, pit formed by ingrowing fold. T, outward fold of surface epithelium. y.c., scattered cells in yolk.
y., food-yolk, abnormally covering embryo in out 39.

the letter S. In other respects the histology of this egg-nauplius embryo resembles
that of a normal form, except in perhaps a great preponderance of degenerating cells.
In the embryo, the surface view of which is shown in fig. 228, plate 51, essentially the
Same conditions are seen. These abnormal embryos which have just been described
are due in all probability to a disturbance of the normal mechanical conditions under
which the egg usually develops. It is quite probable that they could be artificially
produced, but no experiments have yet been made in this direction.

I have noticed another interesting abnormal variation in the invagination stage.
(See 91). At a period nearly corresponding to that shown in fig. 255, plate 54, there
is a large irregular cavity or several communicating cavities in the depths of the egg.
This chamber contains very little yolk, and its wall is composed of cells which grasp the
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yolk by long pseudopodia, The surface of the wall next the cavity is densely stndded
with nuclei. This irregular cavity is undoubtedly formed by a folding of the embryonic
area, bronght about by unequal growth, like the cases already described, and morpho­
logically lies outside the embryo. This is probably the same as the structure referred
to by Bumpus (30, p. 238). It has nothing to do primarily with either the endoderm
or the alimentary tract.

It seems quite probable that many of the abnormal stages already described may
eventually attain to a normal growth and development, but this is not certain.

DOUBLE MONSTERS IN OVUM AND LARVA.

Brig-htwell, who gave a description of the young of the European lobster (Homarus
gammarus), in 1835, was the first to notice double monsters in this species. He says:
"Two specimens of the young which appeared double were found, being strongly
united in the head" (24). In 1886 the first particular account of these monstrosities
was given by Ryder (171), who describes four types of fusion among the free-swimming
stages. It is to his kindness that I am indebted for the opportunity of examining the
six abnormal larvre which he described, two of which I have figured.

It seemed worth while to trace, if possible, the history of these abnormal larvre
back to their early embryonic stages, but although I examined many eggs from many
individuals, I found only three monstrosities of this kind. The earliest is in the
invagination stage, corresponding to that shown on plate 53: It has the appearance of
a normal egg, except that instead of a single invagination there are two areas of
ingrowth. . The axes of these two embryos appeared to be inclined to each other at
an angle of about 135°, and they were separated by considerably more than one-third
the circumference of the egg. The posterior ends of these embryos are the nearest
together, as with the others which I have observed. There is no cellular union of the
embryos in the yolk, but they meet in a common peripheral layer of cells, the uuclei
of which are now widely scattered, except in the immediate embryonic areas.

The next youngest stage obtained was the egg-nauplius, which I have repro­
duced in fig. 235, plate 51. The two embryos are similar in every respect and lie almost
exactly opposite each other. The thoracic-abdominal plate of one embryo is joined to
that of the other by a long train of cells which extends through the yolk just below
the surface. These have the general character of migrating mesendodermic cells,
and some have already passed into the depths of the egg.

In a little older double egg-nauplius the long axes of the two embryos make an
angle of about 1600 with each other. Their posterior extremities are apposed and,
as in the first instance, separated by about one-third the circumference of the egg.
It is probable that had the two latter monsters been allowed to develop they would
have appeared, when ready to hatch, as if fused, back to back, like the fourth type
described by Ryder, in which four eyes were developed, two to each embryo, two
distinct sets of mouth parts, and biramous locomotor appendages. As Ryder remarks:
"This relation of two perfectly formed embryos in the same lobster egg is exactly the
reverse of that which is observed in vertebrates" (171).

In the first type of larva described by Ryder there are no eyes; the cephalo­
thoraces are fused completely, both laterally and anteriorly, and the separate abdo­
mens diverge at a wide angle. In his second type (fig. 200) there is a single median
eye on the line of fusion of the cephalo-thoraces. The abdomens diverge at a very
wide angle, and, as seen in the drawing, there is a fusion of the first pair of antenuee,
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This shows that parts of the embryo on the middle line, including the ocellus, have
disappeared, and that the large median pigment spot is beyond question the last trace
of the fused compound eyes.

In fig. 199, which illustrates the third type described by Ryder, the cephalo­
thoraces are fused laterally and anteriorly; there is no median eye, but a pair of
compound eyes, the right of which is the right eye of the right embryo and the left
the left eye of the left. The stomachs are fused on the middle line, but there is no
apparent union of the antennas or mouth parts. Behind the stomach the parts are
all double. '

It is evident that the causes which have produced the monsters with a single
pair of compound eyes (fig. 199) are of exactly the same nature as those which have
produced the monster with a single median pigment spot. In the latter case their
action has been more prolonged. It is also evident that these abnormal larvre have
been derived from embryos like those which I have described. There is, however,
this noticeable distinction: In the abnormal embryos the posterior ends of the bodies
are apposed and united, while in the Iarvre the anterior ends are united, the posterior
parts being widely divergent, It seems to me probable that the apposition and union
of the tail ends of the embryo do not last long, and never involve anything more than
the cells in the yolk; that two distinct thoracic-abdominal processes and two distinct
tail folds are formed, which begin to diverge at an early period. Along with these
changes a process of fusion apparently takes place between the anterior parts of the
two embryos, which are at first entirely separate and distinct, excepting for the yolk
and peripheral cells (ectoderm) which unite them.

The fusion of parts does not take" place coincidently with the process of gastrula­
tion," as Ryder suggested, and does not begin to show practical results until after the
egg-nauplius stage. In regard to the way in which the different degrees of fusion
have been brought about, Ryder applies the rule adopted by Rauber for the interpre­
tation of fish embryos-that the degree and manner of fusion is "determined by the
width of the angle at which the embryonic axes were primarily inclined to each other."
This principle probably applies to the double monsters produced from the lobster's
egg, but the process of fusion seems to me to be something entirely distinct from the
concrescence seen in the parts of the normal embryo. We have to do here with the
fusion of two embryos which are practically distinct from the first.

NOTE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF CAMBARUS.

I received through the kindness, of Professor J. E. Reighard, in the fall of 1893, a
large number of crayfish of the species Oambaru« immunis. They were taken from a
pond in Ann Arbor, Michigan, on the 16th of November, when ice was just beginning
to form. Many of the females were already" in berry," and most of the eggs were in a
very early stage of development, some, without segmentation of the yolk, having been
recently laid. Several were in the egg-nauplius stage, and the oldest which I ex­
amined corresponded to Stage H of Reichenbach (163), having all the thoracic append­
ages, and the folded abdomen had grown forward so that it nearly touched the labrum.

The eggs carried by each female are relatively very large (1.5 mm, in diameter)
and few in number. They are of a light or sometimes rather dark coffee-brown, and
appear to be insecurely fixed to the swimmerets, being liable to drop off or become:
detached, especially when several animals are kept together. The species is hardy
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and wili thrive in confinement, although, as Professor Reighard remarks, the eggs
do not fare so well.

The early phases of segmentation of the protoplasm and yolk correspond very
closely to what has been described in the lobster. The protoplasm divides, and its
products migrate toward a limited area of the surface of the egg, which becomes the
animal pole. This lies usually, if not always, somewhere between the stalk of attach­
ment and the opposite surface of the egg.

In one egg which I studied three small whitish spots could be seen glistening
through the brown yolk. These, which were some distance apart, marked the first
cells to reach the surface and initiate the segmentation of the yolk. In another egg,
which had 27 cells visible at the surface, the shell was raised or distended over that
hemisphere containing the animal pole. This distention of the membrane is not,
however, so uniformly restricted to this part of the egg as is the case with the lobster,
nor were the large yolk hillocks, so characteristic of the latter, discernible here. The
cells are now visible to the naked eye as white dots.

Other eggs are seen in which 40 or more cells could be detected lying rather near
together and covering nearly half the egg, while the rest of the surface is without
trace of protoplasm.

The process of migration from depths of the yolk and division of those cells which
have reached or nearly reached the surface continues until the whole superficies of the
egg is dotted with cells, 80 or more in number. What corresponds to the animal pole
can now be faintly distinguished where the cells are somewhat thicker or closer
together. No segmentation of the superficial yolk has yet taken place, although the
latter is apparently raised slightly about each cell.

As cell division proceeds, the number of surface cells becomes very greatly
increased until 400 or more are visible. The egg then appears to be very nearly
uniformly segmented at the surface, and in certain phases of "rest" has the usual
beaded appearance. This is alate "yolk·pyramid" stage.

The invagination stage soon follows, and a very distinct ronnd pit appears at the
surface, very much in external appearance like the corresponding phase of the lobster's
egg, excepting that the invaginate cavity is larger.

An invagination of a different character sometimes occurs which is probably
abnormal. A round, very symmetrical depression is seen in the midst of the CAlls
corresponding to the animal pole. The depression is shallow, and at its bottom three
or more cells can be seen looking as if they had been pnshed below the surface at this
point. The cells bordering this depression are sometimes arranged very uniformly.
A similar pit was seen in the midst of the cells of the animal pole before they had
spread over the entire yolk. In this case it was plainly abnormal.

I have not yet studied all the phases of the external segmentation of Oambarus
by means of sections, but from what has already been seen it is clear that it follows
in all essential details the conrse of events which have been described in the lobster.



Chapter XIV.-SUMMARY OF OBSERVATIONS.

GENERAL REVIEW OF THE LIFE-HISTORY OF THE LOBST:E;R.

1 will now give a brief summary of the most important observations which have
been detailed in this work, emphasizing in particular those facts which bear upon the
problem of the artificial propagation of the lobster.

(1) Distribution.-The geographical range of the lobster covers about 20 degrees of
north latitude, from the thirty-fifth to the fifty-second parallel, and includes a strip
of the Atlantic Ocean 1,300 miles long and from 30 to 50 miles wide. Its vertical dis­
tribution varies from i to upward of 100 fathoms. The most northern point at which
its capture has been recorded is Henley Harbor, Labrador; the most southern point, the
coast of North Carolina. The fishery was begun on the coast of Massachusetts and
gradually extended northward. Cousequently, at present the lobster is most abundant
and attains the greatest size in the northerly part of its range, in eastern Maine, and
in the northern maritime provinces of Canada.

(2) There is great diversity in the character of the environment which explains
in some measure the many variations which occur in the habits of the animal, as in
the time and frequency of molting, in egg-laying, in the hatching of the yonng, and
in the rate of growth.

(3) The lobster displays a considerable degree of intelligence and possesses organs
to which the various senses of the higher animals have been ascribed. The tactile
sense is diffused over the whole body, and the dead shell is perforated by innumerable
minnte pores which are capable of transmitting stimuli to sensitive cells lying in the
delicate skin below. It has the sense of smell and of taste, but it is doubtful if the
so-called auditory organs are really ears.

(4) The sea-bottom is the natural abode of the lobster in the adult state, and it
never leaves it and never forsakes the water unless obliged to do so.

(5) Migrations.-No coastwise migrations are known to occur, but large numbers
of lobsters move to and from deep water in fall and spring. This bathic migration
varies in accordance with the character of the coast and nature of the bottom. It is
influenced by the temperature of the ocean, by the abundance of food, and to some
extent by the molting and breeding habits.

(6) Many lobsters remain in the relatively shallow and cold waters of harbors
throughout the winter, but at this season they are found only upon rocky bottoms,
where food is most abundant. One may .search for them in other situations, as on a
weedy or muddy bottom, during the winter season in vain.

(7) Influence of temperature.-The optimum temperature of the lobster is about
55° F. When the temperature of the sea marks 500 to 550 in spring (May at Woods
Hole) large numbers of lobsters begin to creep nearer the shores, and when again in
the fall (October at Woods Hole) the temperature is near this point, they have already
begun the outward movement.

(8) In severe winters lobsters are either driven into deeper water or, if living in
harbors, seek protection by burrowing in the mud when this is available. This some­
times happens when a sudden lowering of the temperature arises from any cause, and
always when the animals are confined in ponnds. In such cases a prolonged cold spell
may prove fatal (see p.26). The lobster is practically excluded from the coast of
Labrador east of the Straits of Belle Isle by the Arctic current and lingering ice.
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(9) The adult lobster is essentially a nocturnal animal, being far more active by
night than in the day. The reverse is true in the larval period, when the habits are
entirely different.

(10) Burrowing habits.-The lobster is a great burrower in the sea-bottom. This
habit is developed to an extraordinary degree in pounds or inclosures, at all seasons,
and is practiced, though less regularly, under other circumstances. (Compare para­
graph 8.) The holes, some of which are ~ to 3 feet long, are solely for protection and
are never used while the animal is molting. In the construction of the holes the large
claws are used, and possibly the tail-fan. The lobster almost always enters its burrow
tail first.

(11) Food.-The adult lobster feeds chiefly upon fish, dead or alive, and upon inver­
tebrates. It also takes a small quantity of vegetable food, such as algre and eelgrass.
Fragments of dead shells, coarse sand, and small gravelstones are also swallowed.
The former yield lime, which is absorbed and finally laid down in the skeleton. Many
small fish which inhabit the bottom fall a prey to the sharp cutting-claw of the lobster,
which it uses with great skill and dispatch. The larger lobsters prey invariably upon
the smaller or weaker ones when they can.

(12) The food is seized, torn, and crushed by the large claws, and then taken up by
the appendages about the mouth (maxillipeds, maxillae, and mandibles), by which it
is successively torn and chopped fiue, when this is possible. While the animal is
eating, a stream of fine particles is passed into the mouth, thence to the gastric mill
or masticatory stomach. Here the food is ground and the fluid or digestible parts
are strained into the small delicate intestine from which they are absorbed. The
indigestible refuse is regurgitated from the stomach-bag.

(13) Impregnation.-In copulation the female receives the sperm from the male in
packets or spermatophores, which are deposited in an external chamber, the seminal
receptacle. This is a blue, heart-shaped structure, situated on the under side of the
body, between the bases of the fourth pair of legs counting from the large claw-bearing
appendages. It opens to the exterior by a median slit with elastic edges, which can
be easily pressed apart.

(14) The male does not discriminate the sexual condition of the female, which may
be impregnated at any time. It is, however, probable that copulation takes place most
commonly in spring. The sperm retains its vitality for a long time, in some cases
for at least several months before it is used.

(15) Egg laying.-Much confusion has existed concerning the time when the eggs
are laid. This has resulted chiefly from the fact that the eggs are carried by the
females for the space of from ten to eleven months before they are hatched. About
80 per cent of the spawning females lay their eggs at a definite season in the summer
months, chiefly July and August. The remainder, about 20 per cent of the whole
number, extrude eggs at other seasons-in the fall aud winter certainly, and possibly
also in the spring.

(16) In the western end of Vineyard Sound and the region about Woods Hole the
greater number of eggs are extruded during the latter part of July and the first half
of August. The summer spawning of each year lasts about six weeks, and fluctuates
from year to year backward and forward through an interval of about a fortnight.

(17) This variation in the time of the production of the eggs is due to the fact that
the ovarian ova require at least two years of growth before they are ready for



THE AMERICAN LOBSTER. 221

extrusion. Anything which affects the vital condition of the adult female will thus
afl:ect the time of spawning.

(18) The spawning season in the middle and eastern distric ts of Maine is about two
weeks later than in Vineyard Sound. In 1893, 71 per cent of the eggs which were
examined from the coast of Maine were extruded during the first half of August.

(19) At Woods Hole, Massachusetts, 168 egg-bearing lobsters were captured from
December 1,1893, to June 30, 1894. Outof this numberdd, or 25.6per cent, bore eggs
which had been laid outside of the summer months, chiefly in the fall. A lobster cap­
tured at Matinicus Island, Maine, February 4, 1893, with the yolk unsegmented, and
therefore in a very early stage, is mentioned in table 13, No. 20. Similar captures
recorded in tables 12 and 13 show that the laying of eggs in fan and winter is not rare.

(20) Lobsters laid eggs in confinement only twice during the six summers which I
spent at Woods Hole, although ripe females were frequently placed in the aquaria.
When kept under these conditions, or even in floating-boxes outside, the eggs are
usually not laid, but are absorbed directly from the ovary.

(21) Law of production of egus.-The law of the production of eggs may be
expressed arithmetically as follows : The numbers of eggsproduced at each reproduoiiee
period. vary in a geometrical series, while the lengths of the lobsters p)'oducing these eggs
vary in an arithmetical series. A lobster 8 inches long produces about 5,000 eggs.
According to this law, a lobster 10 inches long would produce 10,000, a 12·inch lobster
20,000, a 14-inch lobster 40,000. An examination of table 15, in which the number of
eggs borne by over 4,000 lobsters is tabulated, shows that this law holds good up to
the fourth term. When a lobster attains a length of 14 to 16 inches this high standard
of production ceases to be maintained. A 17-inch lobster produces about 63,000 eggs.

(22) The largest number of eggs recorded for a single lobster is 97,440. In one
case the lobster was 15 inches long and in another 16 inches. In neither was the
animal able to fold its tail on account of the large number of its eggs. This suggests
that the rudimentary condition of the swimmerets on the first abdominal somite in the
female is necessary for the protection of the eggs. The egg-bearing female goes about
with the tail folded. This would be impossible if these appendages were of the usual
size and carried the usual number of eggs.

(23) The average weight of a 10~-inch female lobster with eggs is Ii pounds, the
eggs weighing about 2 ounces. A 15-inch lobster, which weighs upward of 4 pounds,
sometimes carries a burden of a pound of eggs. The number of fresh eggs in a fluid.
ounce is about 6,440, and they weigh about 1 ounce avoirdupois.

(24) Incubationperiod.-The period of incubation for the summer eggs at Woods
Hole is from 10 to 11 months, in one case lasting 335 days, from July 1, 1890, to June
1, 1891, when the young were just beginning to hatch out.

(25) The general range of the hatching period of summer eggs at Woods Hole is
from May 15 to July 15. The greater number are hatched in June.

(26) The hatching of a single brood lasts in some cases over a week, owing to the
slightly unequal rate of development of individual eggs. .

(27) The period of incubation of the summer eggs varies with the temperatnre of
the water. In Newfoundland the hatching period is said to btl from three to six weeks
later than at Woods Hole (15th or 20th of Jnly to the 20th of August). .
. (28) The hatching period also varies with the time of egg-laying. Thus the
hatching of young lobsters has been observed in November in Newfoundland and
Woods Hole, and in February at Gloucester, Massachusetts.
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(29) Time of s6Wual maturity.-Female lobsters become sexually mature when from
8 to 12 inches long. The majority of all102-inch female lobsters are mature. In 100
dissections recorded in table 20, 25 females were found, from 9}if to 12 inches long,
which had never laid eggs, butin 8 of these the ovaries were nearly ripe. Of the 17
immature, 6 were 102 inches or over in length, and in most cases the ovaries would
not have become mature for two years.

(::$0) Frequenoy of spawn(ng.-The lobster does not spawn oftener than once in two
years. The spawning interval is probably a biennial one, one set of eggs (summer
eggs) being laid in July or August (at Woods Hole), and the following set in two years
from that time. One has only to examine the ovary of a lobster (see fig. 138, plate 38)
which has just hatched a brood-that is, one year from the time of the last spawning-to
be convinced that annual spawning is an anatomical impossibility. The conclusion
reached from a study of the growth of the eggs is confirmed by the percentage of
egg-bearing females captured during the fall and winter. I have shown that conclusions
deduced from statistics of this kind are often erroneous, especially when observations
have been made in a single locality. When the results of the catch in the harbor of
Woods Hole and off No Mans Land were averaged it was found that about one-half
of the adult females had external eggs, which accords with the view that the spawning
interval is a biennial one.

(31) Re,lat.i~e abundanoe of the sexes.:-:-The relative number .Q~ males and females
varies considerably Incertain Tocalities, as at No Mans Land, May, 1894 (table 22),
especially in places affected by the inshore migrations, where the males seem to take
the lead. In other places the number of the sexes is about equally divided; this would
always be true it' our observations were extended over a sufficient period and area.

(32) Molting.-By far the greater number of lobsters molt during the months of
June, July, August, and September, but there is no month in which soft lobsters may
not be caught. The male probably molts oftener than the female, which would accord
with the larger proportion of soft male lobsters captured and with the greater size
attained by the male.

(33) Molting lobsters are more often taken on sandy or weedy than on rocky
bottoms.

(34) In preparation for the molt organic matter is absorbed from the shell, makingit
very brittle. Mineral salts are also extracted from certain definite areas of the carapace
and chelipeds, an essential condition for the safe passage of the molt.

(35) In molting, the carapace is raised up behind and the body is drawn out through
the opening thus made between carapace and abdomen. Normally, the shell comes off
entire, and there is no break in any of the membranes except that between the carapace
and the rest of the body. The flesh of the large claws is drawn through the narrow
openings of the joints of the limb by the elasticity of the muscles and previous removal
of blood from the extremity. This difficult process is also aided by the absorption of
lime from certain joints of the old shell.

. (36) The lining of the alimentary tract is molted, and the gastroliths which are left
in the stomach are eventually dissolved. Thegastrolith is a specializedpartof the lining
of the stomach. It is formed in a gastrolithic sac, which is an organ of excretion. It
agrees in chemical composition with the rest of the shell, excepting in the greater
proportion of calcium salts. The view that the function of the gastroliths is to supply
the molting lobster with an immediate supply of lime for the hardening of its soft shell
must be abandoned. The gastroliths more probably represent a mass of lime which
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has been excreted in the course of absorption of mineral salts from certain areas of
the shell. The subsequent assimilation of these bodies thus becomes of secondary
importance. It was found that small lobsters (3 to 4~ inches long) filled their stomachs
with fragments of dead shells of mollusks and crustacea, probably for the purpose of
obtaining an immediate and abundant supply of lime for hardening the skeleton.

(37) Hardening of the new shell.-From six to eight weeks are necessary under
ordinary conditions to produce a shell which is as hard as the one cast off, and lobsters
destined for the market are in better condition in from ten to twelve weeks after
molting.

(38) Rate of growth.-From the data at hand we conclude that the rate of growth
varies considerably with the individual and its surroundings. The length of the
young lobster when it hatches from the egg is about 7.84 mm., and the increase in
length at each molt is about 15.3 per cent. The .lobster molts from 14 to 17 times
during the first year. A. 10~-inch lobster has molted from 25 to 26 times, and is about
5 years old.

(3B) Regeneration of parts.-All the appendages are capable of regeneration, the
time reqnired for this process depending upon the time of the accident with respect
to the molting period and on the temperature of the water and the abundance of food.
Defensive mutilation or autotomy is perfectly developed only in the large chelipeds,

(40) Size.-T~~~J1i Lined lobsters is about 25 poun This con-
clusion is reached after the examination of skele in museums and
comparing them with the measurements of large lobsters of known weight. Most
accounts of the weights of these animals are unreliable.

(41) The weight does not bear a constant relation to the length, owing to the occa­
sionalloss of the appendages. The large chelipeds alone contribute from one-quarter
to one-half the weight of the entire animal, and in giants like the Belfast lobster the
weight of the large chellpeds is more than two-thirds that of the entire body. The
weight is also subject to great variation in consequence of the molt, when a heavy
shell is exchanged for a much lighter one.

(42) The adult male is as a rule heavier than the adult female of the same length,
and this difference increases with age in favor of the male.

(43) The egg-bearing females with eggs removed weigh less than the female lobster
of the same length without external eggs..

(44) Enmnies.-Every predaceous fish which feeds upon the bottom may be an
enemy of the lobster. The cod is one of the most destructive to small lobsters, after
the larval stages are passed.

(45) Tegumental glands.-Besides the hair pores, the shell is perforated by innu­
merable minute pore canals which lead into tegumental glands situated in the soft skin.
Each gland has a capillary duct of its own which opens by a pore canal at the surface
of the shell, and each has one-or two peculiar cells which resemble nerve or ganglion
cells. These organs are found widely diffused over the surface of the body, and they
also occur in the walls of the cesophagus and intestine. It is probable that those in
the swimmerets of the female secrete the cement by which the eggs are glued to the
body, and that in some parts of the body, as in the labrum, they have a secondary sen­
sory function, and are the organs of taste, but this is uncertain.

(46) Oolor.-The color variations of the lobster, some of which, like the red, blue;
and cream colored types, are nonadaptive, and this is also true of the remarkable color
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variations in the larvre and older stages. The normal coloration of the lobster has,
however, a protective significance.

(47) Abnormal variations.-Normally the large claws are differentiated for either
cutting or crushing the food, but a rare variation occurs in which the same type of claw
is developed on both sides of the body. The large crushing-claw may be either upon
the right or left side of the body, but this is a question of heredity, and it is probable
that all the young of a brood have the larger claw developed on the same side.

(48) Repeutio» ofparts.--The large chelipeds of the lobster are especially liable to
secondary outgrowths, which undergo a peculiar fission, giving rise to what appears at
first sight as a double claw. It is usually a double part rather than a double append­
age, although duplicate limbs occasionally occur.

(49) Structure of ovary.-When the ovary is ripe it is of a dark-green color and
can be dimly seen through the membrane between the carapace and "tail." If the
wall of such an ovary is cut the eggs immediately flow out in a stream. The eggs if
immature invariably adhere together or 'co the substance of the ovary.

(50) After ovulation the ovary is collapsed, of an opaque white color flecked with
green spots, ripe eggs which were left behind-or yellow spots, the remains of similar
eggs from the last reproductive period. The presence of degenerate eggs thns proves
that the animal has already become sexually mature and has previously laid eggs.
The ovaries of lobsters which have never before produced eggs have a uniform tint­
yellow, pink, gray, or green-and are unmistakable. (For histology of the organs,
see Chapter x.)

(51) Development of ova.-The eggs are developed from mesodermic cells of the
ovarian stoma, and the massive food yolk is derived from three sources: (1) From the
protoplasm of the cells destined to become eggs; (2) from the degeneration of follicle
cells, and (3) from the ovarian glands.

(52) When the lobster hatches, its reproductive organ is a minute cluster of
cells 4.1.4- mm. in diameter, and in the case of the female it takes from four to five years
for the organ to reach maturity.

(53) The sperm cells are probably motile in the final stage of their history, but
nothing is known either as to how the spermatophores are conveyed to the seminal
receptacles or how the spermatozoa reach the eggs and fertilize them.

(54) Young.-The lobster hatches from the egg as a pelagic free-swimming larva.
It lives at the surface of the ocean from six to eight weeks, when, after having molted
five or six times, it goes to the bottom and appears in habit and general structure like
a very small adult animal. After reaching the bottom it travels toward the shore and
establishes itself in rock piles in harbors and at the mouths of rivers, where it remains
until driven out by ice. At very low tide they can be found by digging away the
loose stones. The smallest, from 1 to 3 inches long, go down deep among the loose
stones, where they are secure from. every enemy. When they reach the length of 3~

to 4 inches they become bolder, leave their burrows in the rock piles, and seek the
shelter of stones, beneath which they excavate a shallow hole. Young lobsters are
also found in eelgrass and on sandy bottom in shallow water.

(55) At the time of hatching'; the egg membranes burst into two halves and are
drawn off over the head. At about the same time the little lobster sheds its entire
cuticle; the plumose hairs which garnish its appendages are evaginated and, leaving its
mother, it swims up to the surface. The first larva has long rowing exopodites on its
thoracic appendages, and a six-jointed abdomen with spatulate telson, At the second
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molt rudimentary abdominal appendages appear on the second to fifth abdominal
somites, inclusive, and the branchial formula is completed.

(56) At the fourth molt it loses the use of its larval swimming organs, but still
remains at the surface, propelling itself forward by its swimmerots and backward by
flexion of the abdomen. It is now from three to four weeks old, is half an inch long,
and has characteristic colors.

(57) After the fifth molt is passed the young lobster still swims at the surface,
though it is possible that some leave it during this stage. When the sixth stage is
reached, age five to six or eight weeks; length about three-fourths of an inch, it remains
at the surface for a time at least, but goes to the bottom to stay before the seventh
molt is passed. At the sixth molt all trace of the larval swimming organs is lost.

(58) The molts follow each other at rather short intervals, and during the first
year of life, supposing the animal to have been hatched in June, the lobster molts
from fourteen to seventeen times and attains a length of from 2 to 3 inches. The
main facts of the subsequent life-history need not be repeated.

(59) The problem of .artificial propagation of the lobster will be solved when
means are devised by which the larvre after hatching can be reared in large inclosures
-until the fifth or sixth stage, when they are able to take care of themselves.

(60) Food of larvm.-The food of the larval lobster consists of minute pelagic
organisms of all kinds. They show little discrimination at this time, snapping up auy
floating objects not too large for them to manage.

(61) Heliotropism of larvm.-In the pelagic stages the young lobsters are positively
heliotropic, rising to the surface in the daytime and staying there, and going down at
night. This habit is not invariable, but the capture of the young by day is the rule,
by night the exception.

(62) Survival of larvm.-Great destruction is wronght upon the free-swimming
stages by both animate and inanimate enemies. A survival of 2 in every 10,000
Iarvte hatched would maintain the species at an equilibrium, and the destrnction of
the young under the present conditions of the fishery is probably even greater than
this implies. (For a discussion of this subject see No. 97 of Bibliography.)

(63) The general scarcity of the young in the hatching season in' places known to
abound in lobsters is due (1) to their wide horizontal distribution, and (2) to their
destruction.

(64) The whole course of development and later growth is slow. The slow larval
development secures the necessary transportation from the shores and wide horizontal
distribution, which is absolutely necessary for the life of the species. An abbreviated
metamorphosis such as is found in this animal appears to be a compromise between a
still longer development which the animal would have to go through if the egg
possessed less yolk, and the limitations to protoplasmic activity which are imposed by
the temperature of the North Atlantic Ocean.

For the facts pertaining to the development of the embryo the reader must refer
to Chapter XIII, and for details and the discussion of general questions to the body
of the work.

F. C. B. 1895-15



Appendix I.-PREPARATION OF THE EGGS.

The eggs of the lobster may be easily prepared for the study of the external surface
in the following way: The fresh eggs are to be placed in either fresh or salt water, which
is heated to near the boiling point, until the green pigment coloring the yolk is perma­
nently converted into bright red lipochrome (see p. 137). They should then be trans­
ferred to cold water and shelled under the dissecting microscope. The eggshell when
distended slightly with water may be removed by means of very fine-pointed forceps,
nipping the shell and holding it with one pair of forceps while the shell is ruptured
and the egg carefully released with the other pair.

There are two periods in the course of development when it is difficult to remove
the shell without injury to the embryo. These are at the close of segrneutabion, when
the blastoderm secretes a fine membrane, which becomes soldered to the shell so that
when the latter is removed the blastoderm itself is torn away; and, secondly, either
during the egg-nauplius stage or shortly after it. In the early egg-nauplius two
membranes can be removed, an outer thick one, the eggshell (composed of the primary
and secondary egg membranes), and an inner cuticle, the secreted product of the
embryo. This last usually sticks to the tips of the antennre, the second pair in par­
ticular, and carries them with it when it is removed. It sometimes happens that the
entire embryo is thus stripped off.

After shelling, the eggs should be placed at once in Mayer's concentrated piero­
sulphuric acid, and left from two to three hours. They may be then transferred to
70 per cent and finally to 80 per cent alcohol, and the latter should of conrse be
changed nntil all trace of the yellow salt is removed.

I have frequently made use of 70 per cent alcohol instead of water in making up
the piero-sulphuric acid solution, and it is usually successful. I used it with excellent
results ten years ago in studying the eggs of Alpheus, but the aqueous solution is
perhaps better on the whole. I have tried a great variety of killing and fixing
reagents, but none are to be compared for reliability with piero-sulphuric acid in the
concentrated form.

The eggs are stained by placing them in a vial of borax-carmine for the space of
two to three minutes or longer, just long enough to stain the surface cells only. The
diffuse stain must then be thoroughly removed by acidulated alcohol until the eggs
have a light-yellow color, the nuclei of surface cells only being stained red. Turpen­
tine is one of the best clearing reagents, none of the essential oils in common use-oil
of cloves, origanum, thyme, or bergatuot-i-offertng any appreciable advantage over it.

Clearing requires but a few minutes, and while it is in progress the eggs should
be placed in a solid watch glass with turpentine, and examined under a dissecting
microscope. With a very small and thin knife they may be cut into halves in any
desired plane. It is better to roll the egg under the knife edge, and thus cut into the
surface all the way round before pressing the knife through the egg. The eggs cut
like cheese at first, but later become brittle and are very apt to break if left in tur­
pentine for too long a time. It is thus best to place a few at a time in the clearing
fluid, and cut them at once.
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In the treatment of these eggs I have profited by the experience and advice of
my friend Dr. William Patten, whose method of mounting the ova of Arthropods, 1 and
orienting them for the microtome, which I have essentially followed, leaves little to be
desired. A cell is made of strips of cardboard of the desired thickness, and the
respective hemispheres of each egg are fixed in place by a small drop of concentrated
Schallibaum's fixative. The cell maybe flooded with turpentine while the process of
fixation is going on, and when drained thick balsam is added and the cover glass is
afterwards applied. In this way the most perfect and beautiful preparations can be
made.

Eggs are hardened in the same way, when the object is to cut them into sections.
They may be successfully embedded in either paraffin or celloidin. Bumpus has
described his successful use of the latter reagent, which he heartily recommends,"
This method is uudoubtedly the surest although the most laborious to pursue. "I have
obtained excellent sections of the early and late stages of development by the paraffin
method, and for the older embryos it is certainly preferable. Turpentine and all the
essential oils soon harden the yolk so that it firmly resists the knife. The eggs should
therefore be allowed to remain in the clearing fluid for the shortest possible time only,
and then thoroughly saturated with paraffin. The method which Patten has given
for orientation can hardly fail to meet with success.

Appendix II.-COMPOSITION OF THE SHELL AND GASTROLITHS OF THE
. LOBSTER.

[By ALn~RT W. SMITH, Ph. D., Associate Professor of Chemistry ill the Case School ofApplied Science.]

The analyses of the shell of the lobster were made from four distinct individuals,
taken at Woods Hole, Massachusetts (~os.l to 4 in the table below), and were selected
with reference to the molting period. The description of the shells and lobsters from
which they were taken is as follows:

No. 1. Hard-shell female with external eggs, August 3, 1894.
No.2. A hard-shell female lobster near the point of egg-laying; length,l1 inches; July 16,1894. The

ovarian eggs of this lobster were mostly absorbed. (See p. 48.)
No.3. From a female near the point of molting; length, 10 inohes; August 2,1894. (The gastroliths

of this" shedder" are described on p, 89, and their chemical analysis is given in No. 3a of
the following table.)

No. 4~ The molted shell of a male 11 inches long. (See No.2, table 24, and p, 89.)

The gastroliths subjected to analysis have the following history:

No.Oa is taken fresh from the gastrolithic sac of a "shedder." (For drawing of this gastrolith sepa­
rated into its coustltuent spicules see fig. 165, plate 42.)

No. 3a is from lobster No.3 of this table, taken fresh from the gastrolithic sac of the animal shortly
before it was ready to molt.

No. 4a is from the lobster which cast off shell No.4 of this table, taken from the stomach of the animal
when soft and preserved in alcohol. (For drawings of this gastrolith see cut 8, plate C; for
description of lobster No.2, table 24.)

1 Orienting Small Objects for Sectioning, and " Pixiug " them, when Mounted in Cells. (Ameri­
can Naturalist, vol. 28, PI). 360-362, 189<1-.)

'Ameriean Naturalist, vol, 26, :pp. 80-81, 1892.
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Table 8howing oomp08ition oj the shelt and gastrolithB ofth» lobste)'.

Carapace. Gastroliths.
Composition-air dried.

_~!_3._I. 4. Oar 3a. 4a.

Weight in grams.......................... 11. 87 21.51 I 8.48 9.12 I. 37 3.96
Calculated as calcium oxide-CaO......••. 22.87 23.11 24.94 30.41 45.85 49.14 50.82

Magnesium oXide-MgO ., ......•..•.. 3.18 1.14 1.61 1.30 0.30 0.40 0.48
Aluminum oxide-AI. O.-(F.,.O.) .... 0.68 2.04 1.04 1. 36 0.20 0.04 0.06
Sodium oxide-Na,O .................. 0.89 1. 06 1.35 1. 67 1.09 1.34 0.55
Silica-SiO............................ 0.14 0.29 0.08 0.46 0.10 0.06 0.08
PhosEhoric anhydride-P.O s.......... 3.53 3.81 5.12 4.B6 4.43 4.16 5.12
SuIt urlo anhydride-SO........ - .•.. 0.B4 0.31 0.58 0.40 0.07 0.08 0.B5
Car onic 'lioxido-CO............ _____ 21.20 17.05 17.70 23.00 B7.00 B7.10 35.00
Water at 1000 C-H.O................. 7.40 B.50

Calculated as calcium carbonate-CaCOa v- 43.68 32.8B 32.93 44.60 72.44 78.87 78.46
Calcium phosphate-c Oa, (PO.). __ ..... 7.70 8.32 1l.18 9.52 9.67 9.08 11.18
Calcium sulphate-CaSO•............. 0.58 0.53 0.99 0.g8 0.12 0.14 0.59
Ma~nesiumoarbonate-MJ:CO•.•..•... 3.50 2.39 3.38 2.73 0.63 0.84 1. 01
Sodium carbonate-s-Na-C ............ 1.51 1.80 2.31 2.85 1.87 2.28 0.93
Alumina, AI.O.-(F.,.O.) .............. 0.68 2.04 1.04 1.36 0.20 0.04 0.06
Silica-SiO•.••...•.................... 0.14 0.29 0.08 0.46 0.10 0.06 0.08
Organic matter and water, by differ·

37.80 I 7.69ence ~ .................... _.... _.............. 42.21 51. 80 48.09 14.97 8. 69

As will be seen by reference to the table the principal part of the mineral structure
in the carapace is made up of carbonate of calcium, with some considerable proportion
of calcium phosphate and of magnesium compounds. The gastroliths differ in being
much more largely mineral, and in consisting almost entirely of carbonate and phos­
phate of calcium. All of the specimens contained iron, its quantity being so small
that it was not thought advisable to make a separation of it from the aluminum. A.
minute proportion of potassium also was present in every case, but its quantity was
so small that it was detected with difficulty by the spectroscope in the separated
alkali salts.

No successful determination of the quantity of chitin in the carapace was attained,
and no separation of any of the other organic constituents was attempted. 1'he total
quantity of organic matter and water is reported as the difference between the sum of
the calculated percentages of inorganic salts and 100.

The portion of the shell subjected to analysis was taken in each case from the
carapace, from the part bounded by the cervical groove in front and the branohio­
cardiac groove above.
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Appendix III.-,BIBLIOGRAPHY.
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are of minor importance, have been included.
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Appendix IV.-DESCRIPTION OF PLATES.

PLATE 1.

Fig. I. The Belfast lobster. Dorsal view of male lobster, captured at Belfast, Maine, May.6, 1891.
Living weight a little over 23 pounds. From photograph of skeleton. Original in pos­
session of the author. For detailed measurements see table 30, No. I. A little less than
one-fourth natural size.

PLATE 2.

Fig.2. Ventral view oflarge lobster shown in plate 1.
Fig. 3. Ventral view of small lobster for comparison with fig. 2. Egg-bearing female; length 9% inches ;

weight about Ii pounds. Most of the eggs which were attached to the abdomen have
been removed.

Both figures reproduced from photograph. About one-fourth natural size.

PLATE 3.

Fig. 4. Profile view of living red Icbster. Female, length Ui inches; weight about 2 pounds. Cap­
tured near Mount Desert, Maine. From photograph from life, April 10, 1894. For colored
drawing of this lobster see plate 16, fig. 21. A little over one-half natural size.

PLATE 4.

Fig.5. Adult male lobster, dorsal view. Length 12f6 inches; weight 2 pounds 14 ounces. From
photograph from life, December 8, 1893. A little under one-half natural size. Membrane
between thorax and abdomen unnaturally distended.

This lobster, with those represented by the three following plates, figs. 5-8, was captured at Woods
Hole, Massachusetts, December, 1893, and sent alive to Cleveland, Ohio.

PLATE 5.

Fig.6. Adult male. Ventral view of lobster shown in plate 4. From photograph from life. .A little
. under one-half natural size.

PLATE 6.

Fig.7. Adult female lobster with external eggs, dorsal view. Length Ui\; inches; weight 1 pound 13
ounces. From photograph from life. A little over one-half natural size.

PLATE 7.

Fig.8. Adult female. Ventral view of lobster shown in plate 6. The dark-green eggs attached to the
swimmerets under the tail are very clearly seen. A colored sketch of one of these eggs,
showing the contained embryo, and a cluster of eggs from the swimmerets are represented
by figs. 25, 26, plate 17. One-half natural size.

A lobster of this size produces on the average about 19,000 eggs. The seminal receptacle is seen
between the bases of the third and fourth pairs of walking legs. Compare this with the
organ as it appears in the immature lobster shown in plate 11.
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PLATE 8.
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Fig. 9. Immature female lobster, dorsal view; length 44 mm, (1.73 inches). From photograph, life­
size. Casco Bay, Maine, October, 1893. See table 32, No.2, for further details.

This and the immature or adolescent lobsters represented by plates 8-13, figs. 9-18, were collected
in Casco Bay, Maine, in Small Point Harbor and vicinity, from August 31 to October 19,1893.
The photographs were all made from the alcoholic specimens. They arc described in table
32, pp. 163-165. All are life-size.

Fig. 10. Immature male lobster; length 40.3 mm, (1.59 inches). 8ml No.1, table 32. The right cutting­
claw is smaller than is normal, due to the fact that it has 'been recently cast off and is
now only partially restored. (See Chapter IV.)

Fig. 11. Immature female lobster; length 64 mm, (2.5 inches). No.7, table 32.
Fig. 12. Immature male lobster; length 58 mm, (2.28 inches). No.5, table 32.

PLATle 9.

Fig. 13. Immature female lobster; length 75.q mm, (2.98 inches). No. 16, table 32. The right cutting­
claw is smaller than normal. See fig. 10, pl. 8, with description given above. From
photograph; life-size.

]<'ig. 14. Immature male lobster; length 67 rum, (2.64 inches). No.8, table 32. From photograph;
life-size.

PLATE 10.

Fig. 15. Immature female lobster; dorsal view; length 86.5 mm. (3.41 inches). No. 21, table 32. From
photograph; life-size.

PLATE 11.

Fig. 16. Ventral view of immature female lobster shown in plate 10. Length 86.5 mm. (3.41 inches).
No. 21, table 32. From photograph; life-size. The seminal receptacle is seen between the
third pair of walking legs. The normal rudimentary condltion of the first pair of swim­
mereta is also well shown. Compare with plate 7.

PLATE 12.

Fig. 17. Immature male lobster; length 92.3 mm, (3.64 inches). No. 23, table 32. From photograph;
Iifo-size.

PLATE 13.

Fig. 18. Immature male lobster; Iength 110 mm, (4.34 inches). No. 32, table 32. From photograph;
life-size.

PLATE 14.

Fig. 19. Male lobster ahowing abnormal, symmetrical development in large claws, Instead of the
usual differentiation of the great claws, one for crushing, the other for cutting (well
shown in fig. 6, pl. 5), both are here similar and belong to the cutting type. Length 10
inches; taken at Woods Hole, Massachusetts. See p. 144. From photograph from alcoholic
specimen; about four-fifths life size.

PLATE 15.

Fig. 20. Right crushing-claw of lobster, probably a male, preserved in the museum of the Peabody
Academy of Science,Salcm, Massachusetts: Estimated weight of live lobster, about 25
pounds; weight of skeleton of claw (inclnding the fifth joint or carpus), the parts shown
in the drawing, 16i ounces. Natural size.

Fig. 20a. Right crushing-claw of female lobster, of about average size; length 11 inches; weight It
ponnds; shell fairly hard. Captnred at Woods Hole, Massachusetts; July 24, 1894. Naturul
size.

This drawing of the claw of a lobster of average size, placed by the side of the mammoth speci­
men for the sake of comparison, shows more forcibly than words or figures can the great
difference in size which may exist between adults of the same species. Both drawings
are life-size, and to insure accuracy their outlines were carefully traced from the objects
themselves. The living weight of the smaller claw (including the entire limb) was about
10 ounces, that of the larger about 10 ponnds.(See p, 115.)
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PLATE 16.

Fig. 21. Red female lobster, colored from life. Length U~ inches; weight about 2 pounds. Captured
in the vicinity of Monnt Desert, Maine, April, 1894. An examination of the reproductive
organs showed that the lobster had not yet reached sexual maturity. For photograph of
this lobster see plate 3. A trifle under one-half life-size.

Fig. 22. Adult male lobster, colored from life. Length 10 inches; weight about It pounds; shell mod­
erately hard. Woods Hole, Massachusetts, August 14,1891. About two-thirds life-size.

PLATE 17.

Fig. 23. Eggs of lobster showing an unusual color variation. Drawn from life. The embryo was
somewhat past the egg-nauplius stage. The lobster, which was 12t inches long and
weighed 2 pounds 5 ounces, was captured at Woods Hole, Massachusetts, December 4,
1893, and sent to me alive. These eggs turned a very light salmon-color when boiled. Six
times natural size.

Fig. 24. Cluster of fresh eggs of lobster, colored from life. Laid in aquarium at the United States
Fish Commission station, Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Drawn August 11,1893. When
first examined the eggs were closely adherent, and the glue which bound them together
was very soft. The ovary of the lobster was examined on August 17; it was of small size,
and contained but few unextruded eggs, which were partially absorbed. About 6 times
natural size.

Fig. 25. Cluster of egg embryos from swimmerets of female shown in plate 7. Drawn from life
December 7, 1893 The entire mass of eggs are attached to each other and to tho setal or
hairs of the swimming feet, as shown in the drawing. A single detached seta with a
number of eggs glued to it is here represented. About 13 times natural size.

Fig. 26. Profile view of embryo released from eggshell; taken from a Cluster like that in fig. 25.
Drawing made December 12, 1893, after killing the embryos with hot water. Embryos
from the same lobster (see fig. 8) lived eight days in damp seaweed, in a cool room, and
could apparently have been kept alive under the same conditions for a much longer time.
Enlarged 33 times.

Fig. 27. Side view of embryo, as seen through the transparent shell. Drawn and colored from life.
Eggs from same batch as those shown in fig. 25; female represented by plate 7. The
conspicuous green yolk, which is restricted to the npper half of the egg, fills the cavity
of the mid-gut. This eventually forms the" liver" or gastric glands, the' anterior lobes
of which are clearly seen in fig. 28. The clear space to the right (on the lower side in
fig. 28) represents the heart. Below it the intestine joins the mid-gut. The eye is shown
as it appears in reflected light in fig. 27, as in transmitted light in fig. 28. (See p. 169.)
Enlarged 33 times.

Fig. 28. Dorsal view of embryo shown in fig. 27. Enlarged 33 times.

PLATE 18.

Fig. 29. Lobster hatching. Drawn from life July 5,1891. The membrane of attachment (secondary
egg membrane) has split along the middle line and is being drawn off over the head. The
inner part of the shell (primary egg membrane or "chorion") invested the embryo as an
exceedingly delicate, transparent membrane, and was ruptured (above the eyes) by needles
in order to show it. When the outer membrane is borne away it usually drags the deli­
cate inner one with it. Enlarged 33 times.

Fig. 30. Lateral view of a lobster, teased from an eg~ which was about ready to hatch, to show the
embryouic cuticle which must be shed before the first swimming larval stage is reached.
The healthy embryo sheds this skin either at the time of its escape from the eggshell or
very soon after it. The intestinal concretions are clearly seen in both this and the pre­
ceding figures. The pigment cells of the skin and other details are purposely omitted.
Drawn from life. Enlarged about 33 times.

Fig. 31. Profile view of lobster in fifth stage. General color reddish-brown. Pigmentation of skin
not represented. Rudimentary exopodibes of thoracic appendages present. Length
16 mID. July 2, 1891. Enlarged 9 times.



THE AMERICAN LOBSTER.

PLATE 19.
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Fig. 32. First swimming stage of the lobster, usually called the first larva or the first schizopod
stage. Dorsal view. Drawn from life July 3, 1890. The bright vermilion pigment cells
or chromatophorcs of the skin are here expanded under stimulation. Under some condi­
tions they contract, and the animal becomes very pale-blue, in consequence of the blood
pigment. The stomach-bag on the middle line behind the eyes, the lobes of the yellow
"liver" on either side of this, the heart behind the stomach, and the intestine passing
beneath this from the stomach to the hinder end of the body, are clearly discerned through
the transparent shell. The yellow cast of color is rather too pronounced, especially in the
abdomen. For color of eycs, see' p. 169, and fig. 27. Length about 7.8 mm. (fa inch).
Enlarged 22 times.

PLATE 20.

Fig. 33. Profile view of the first larva of .the lobster. Length about 8 mm ..July 22, 1891. The trans­
parency of these Iarvre is often very great, and many of the organs, such as the heart,
gills, and alimentary tract, are seen with great clearness through the shell. (Compare
fig. 32.) The" liver" or gastric gland, usually of a golden-yellow color and resembling a
cluster of grapes, is the most voluminous and conspicuous of the internal organs. The
shading by stipple in this and the two following plates is purely conveutional, no attempt
being made to represent the pigmented skin. Enlarged 30 times.

PLATE 21.

Fig. 34. Second larva; profile view; drawn to the same scale as fig. 33. The second larval stage is
preceded by the second molt. Beside the striking increase in size in all the parts of the
body, the most important changes are the growth of the antennas and the appearance of
rudimentary legs or swimmerets on the under side of the abdomen-upon the second
to fifth somites, inclusive. Length about 9 mm. (0.35 inch). Enlarged 30 times.

PLATE 22.

Fig. 35. Third larva; lateral view. Drawn July 15, 1891. The principal changes which are empha­
sized at the third molt concern the antennm, the growth of the thoracic appendages, chiefly
seen in the large claws, and the acquisition of the last pair of abdominal appendages,
which, with the tolson, constitute a very important locomotor organ, the propeller or
tail fan. Length 11.1 mm, (0.44 inch). Enlarged 22 tdmes.

PLATE 23.

Fig. 36. Fourth larva; dorsal view. Length 14.6 mm, Drawn and colored from life August 7,1891.
This represents the average normal color of this stage, yet, as will be seen in Chapter
XII, this is subject to considerable variation. The brilliant peacock-green or intense
yellow-green spots upon the carapace and abdominal segments are characteristic of this
period, but it is difficult to represent these pigments in their natural glow and purity.
Enlarged lOt times.

PLAT1C 24.

Fig. 37. Sixth stage; dorsal view. Outline from a young lobster 15.3 mm. long, July 14,1891; color­
ing from lobster No.3, table 34, in sixth stage raised from fourth larva; length 15.5 mm,
Enlarged 81

3
0 times.

PLATE 25.

Fig. 38. Young lobster in sixth stage; profile view. Raised from the egg; lobster No. 36, table 34.
Length 16 mm, Drawn and colored from life July 30, 1892. The white spots or tendon­
marks on the carapace are very characteristic of this period. They are somewhat less
prominent in the fifth stage. The fifth stage usually resembles the sixth very closely,
particularly in color. Enlarged 111'times.

F. C. B. 1895-16
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PLATE 26.

Fig. 39. Young, immature lobster; male. Length 47 mm, Drawn and colored from nature July 18,
1891. This animal was injured and brought up by accident in a lobster pot in Woods
Hole Harbor. (No. 22, table 33.) Enlarged 2! times.

PLATE 27.

[The stage or molt to which each drawing belongs is shown by roman numerals on plates 27 to 35.]

Fig. 40. Right first antenna of first larva, from below. The inner branch or flagellum of this append­
age is now present as a very small unsegmented rudiment, which grows out of the pri­
mary stalk from its under side toward the middle Iine. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 41. Left first antenna of second larva, from below. Segmentation of flagellum of exopodite not
yet visible, or but faintly marked; endopodite tipped with one long and one or two short
setre ; shows slight traces of segmentation. Nine bunches of olfactory sette present, 4 to
6 ina hunch, distributed in two longitudinal rows. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 42. Left first antenna of third larva, from below. Segmentation of flagella more marked. Outer
and inner branches separated by pressure. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 43. Left first antenna of fourth larva, from above. Masses of brown pigment are seen in the
auditory chamber. Segmentation of parts very distiuct. au, auditory organ. 36 times
natural size.

Fig. 44. Left first antenna of fifth stage, from below. Lobster No.3, table 34. Parts shown in
natural position. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 45. Right first and second antenure of first larva, from above. Inner edge of exopodite of first
antenna bears a fringe of 22 to 23 plumose setre. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 46. Right second antenna of second larva, from above. 36 times natural size.
Fig. 47. Left second antenna of third larva, from above. 36 times natural size.
Fig. 48. Left second antenna of fourth larva, from below. Flagellum divided into 40 segments. 36

times natural size.
Fig. 49. Proximal portion of left first and second autennm of lobster in fifth stage, seen from below.

Lobster No. 28, table 34. Drawn without pressure. {fl', papilla on which green gland
opens. 36 times natural size.

PLATE 28.

Fig. 50. Left first and second antennm of fifth larva, as seen from above. From lobster No. 28, table 34.
36 times natural size.

Fig. 51. Right first maxilla of first larva, from anterior face. 153 times natural size.
Fig. 52. Terminal joint of left fifth pereiopod of first larva from anterior side. 50 times natural size.
Fig. 53. Tip of endopodite of first maxilla of first larva. 45 times natural size.
Fig. 54. Front view of mouth and surrounding parts-labrum, metastoma, and mandibles-of first

larva. Dark-red chromatophores occur on the mandibles and labrum. The mandibular
palp sometimes carries two setm at its tip. 154 times natural size.

Fig. 55. Right mandible of fourth larva, from behind, showing groove and cutting edge. 36 times
natural size.

Fig. 56. Left mandible of fourth larva, from outer side. Hard, chitinous part next to cutting edges,
bluish steel color. 50 times natural size.

Fig. 57. Mandibles of fifth larva, from anterior side. Drawn from the molted shell of lobster No.
23, table 34, Augnst 10, 1892. Length of larva before molt 13 mm, 36 times natural
size.

PLATB 29.

Fig. 58. Left first maxilliped of first larva, from the inner side. 125 times natural size.
Fig. 59. Left first maxilliped of fourth larva, from on tel' side, showing tegumen tal glands in second

. segment (basis). 52 times natural size.
Fig. 60. Right second maxilla of first larva, from outer side. 153 times natural size.
Fig. 61. Right first maxiUa of fourth larva, from inner side. 52 times natural size.
Fig. 62. Right first maxilla of fifth larva, from outer side, showing tegumental glands in second

segment (basis). Drawn without pressure. From lobster No. 271 table 34. 50 times
natural size.
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PLATE 30.

Fig. 63. Left second maxilliped of first larva, from anterior face. Epipodite is developed on basis;
no distinct podobranchia, 50 tlmcs natural size.

Fig. 64. Left second maxill iped of fourth larva, from anterior face. Podobranchia preacut, but rudi­
mentary as in the adult. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 65. Right third maxilliped of fourth larva, from dorsal surface, natural position. 22 times
natural size.

Fig. 66. Left first pereiopod of first larva, from below. The arthrobranchim which issue from the
membranes between the body and appendage, and are sometimes torn off with the latter,
are also shown in fig. 65. 52 times natural size.

Fig. 67. Left first pereiopod of fourth larva, from below. The small tubercles of the chelre are
scarcely visible in this position. The exopodite (compare fig. 66), now a short rudiment at
the base of the appendage, does not entirely disappear until the fifth molt. 22 times
natural size.

Fig. 68. Part of left third maxiltlped of fourth larva, from below, showing serrated inner margin of
third segment. 22 times natural size.

Fig. 69. Left third maxilliped of first larva, from above. 50 times natural size.

PLATE 31.

Fig. 70. Left fourth pereiopod of first larva, from above. 50 times natural size.
Fig. 71. Serrated spine from propodus of left second pereiopod of fourth larva. 153 times natural size.
Fig. 72. Telson of embryo with e~'e pigment, July 26. Picro-sulphuric acid preparation; teased from

egg in glycerin. 22 times natural size. •
Fig. 73. Right second pereiopod of first larva, from the side. 50 times natural size.
Fig. 74. Left second pereiopod of fourth larva, from above. 22 times natural size.
j·'ig. 75. Left fifth pereiopod of fourth larva, from above. 22 times natural size.
Fig. 76. Left fourth pereiopod of fifth larva, from above. The podobranchiu with epipodite, the arthro­

branchhe and the pleurobranchia are here shown. 30 times natural size.
Fig. 77. Antenueo of embryo, the telson of which is shown in fig. 72. 22 times natural size.

PLATE 32.

Fig. 78. Bud of first left abdomiual appendage of fifth larva; length of larva 14 mm, Drawn from
molted slioll of lobster No. 36, table 34. July 30, 1892. 63 times natural size.

Fig. 79. Seminal receptacle of female. Lobster No. 17, table 33. Length of lobster 35 mm. 14 times
natural size.

Fig. 80. Left first abdominal appendage of lobster No. 37, table 34; eighth stage; length 19.75mm.
(0.78 inch); raised from egg. 63 times natural size. ;

Fig. 81. Ventral view of young female lobster; length 51.8 mm, (2.04. inches); No. 19, table 33. The
seminal receptacle is here shown in process of development. Compare with plate 11. 5.3
times natural size.

Fig. 82. Left first abdominal appendage of the sixth stage of development. From lobster No. 34,
table 34. Drawn from molted shell. Length of lobster in sixth stage 16.3 mm. 63 times
natural size.

Fig. 83. Left first abdominal appendage of lobster No. 34, table. 34, in seventh stage. Length of lob­
ster 18 mm. (0.71 inch). 63 times natural size.

Fig. 84. Left first abdominul appendage of lobster in sixth stage. No. 36, table 34; length of lobster
16 mm. 63 times natural size.

Fig. 85. Left first abdominal appendage of female in eighth stage. Lobster No.3, table 34. Length
of lobster 21.2 mm, Appendage segmented into two parts. For ventral view of thorax of
this lobster see fig. 89. 63 times natural size.

Fig. 86. Left first abdominal appendage of female. Lobster No. 17, table 33. Length of lobster 35
mm. (1.39 inches). 14 times natural size.

Fig. 87. Left first abdominal appendage of male. No. 18, table 33. Length of lobster 36.3 mm, (1.43
. inehes). 14 times natural size.
Fig. 88. Left first abdominal appendage of female. No. 19, table 33. Length of lobster 51.8 mm,

(2.03 inches), For seminal receptacle of this lobster see fig. 81. 14 times natural size.



244 BULLE'l'IN Ol!' '1'HE UNITED STATES FISH COMMIStilON.

Fig. 89. Ventral view of female lobster in eighth stage. From lobster No.3, table 34. Length of lobster
21.2 mm. (0.83 inch). For first abdominal appendage of this lobster, see fig. 85; for color
in sixth stage, see pl. 24. 5.3 times natural size.

Fig. 90. Left first abdominal appendage of young male. Length of lobster 19.3 nnn. (0.76 inch)
eighth stage. August 14, 1892. 63 times natural size.

Fig. 91. Ventral view of young male. No.1, table 32. Length of lobster 40.3 mm. (1.59 inebes.)
3.5 times natural size.

~LATE 33.

Fig. 92. Left cheliped of fourth larva (No. 23, table 34) in process of regeneration from stump, seen.
from below. Length of larva 13 rum. Drawn from molted shell of fourth larval stage
August 9, 1893. X, plane of fracture. 1-7, segments of limb. 22 times natural size.

Fig. 93. Left fourth pleopod of second larva, from outer face. 95 times natural size.
Fig. 94. Left second pleopod of third larva, from outer face. 36 times natural size.
Eig, 95. First abdominal segment of shell of lobster No. 34, tablc 34, in sixth stage, seen from behind.

Raised from egg, and followed from third larval stage. Length of Iobster 16.3 mm, A
colored drawing of this lobster is given in fig. 38, plate 25, and a drawing of the first
abdominal appendage in fig. 82. 16 times natural size.

Fig. 96. Left cheliped of molted shell of fifth larva, seen from above. Regenerated from the condi­
tion shown in fig. 92 after the intervention of a single molt. X, plano of fracture, 1-4,
segments of limb. 22 times natural size.

Fig. 97. I..eft second pleopod of fourth larva, from anterior face. end, endopodite. 36 nirnes natural
size.

l~ig. 98. Sterna of the last three thoracic aomites of fifth larva. From No. 36, table 34. Length of
lobster 14 mm.; sex doubtful. July 30, 1892. 47 times uatural size.

Fig. 99. Left fourth pereiopod of fourth larva, in process of regenerattou; No. 23, table 34. Length
13 mm, 1-7, segmcnts of limb. 22 times natural size.

I!'lg. 100. Right second antenna of lobster in seventh stage, in process of regeneration, seen from above.
No. 34, table 34. Drawn from molted shell, August 8, 1892. 22 times natural size.

PLATE 34.

Fig. 101. Respiratory organs of second larva, from left side. 8-14, appendages of corresponding
somites of body. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 102. Tel son of second larva, from above. 36 times natural size.
Fig. 103. Telson of first larva, from abovc. 50 times natural size.
Fig. 104 Caudal fan of third larva, from below. 36 timcs natural size.
Fig. 105. Caudal fan of fourth larva, from above. Alcohol-glycerin preparation. Setm all plumose. 30

times natural size.
Fig. 106. Podobranchia of left second pcrelopod of lobster, probably in fournh stage, from inner side.

The gill now carries four rows of branchial filaments. 36 times natural size.

PLATE 35.

Fig. 107. Left first antenna of the embryo shown in figs. 27, 28, plate 17. Frontal view. 63 times
natural size.

Fig. 108. Right second antenna of the same embryo, from below. 63 times natural size.
Fig. 109. Rostrum of second larva, from above. 37 times natural size.
Fig. 110. Profile view of carapace of first larva. 13 times natural size.
Fig. 111. Profile view of carapace of second larva. 13 timcs natural size.
Fig. 112. Profile view of carapace of third larva. 13 times natural size.
Fig. 113. Profile view of carapace of fourth larva. From molt, July 15. Dorsal view of same given

in fig. 115. The entire outer surface is now studded with short sctm. 13 times natural size.
Fig. 114. Profile view of carapace of fifth larva, showing tendon marks. General color of larva

brownish-green; carapace brown. 6 times natural size.
Fig. 115. Dorsal view of carapace of fourth larva, from molted shell. Profile view of same is given

in fig. 1]3. The median area of absorption is now a broad band which widens in the
rostral regions and unites with the cervical groove on either side to form a cross-shaped
figure. 13 times natural size.
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PLATE 36.

Section of reproductive organ of embryo near time of hatching. 513 times natural size.
Section of right reproductive organ of first larva. R.O., reproductive organ. 513 times

natural size.
Right second antenna of an adult female lobster, overgrown with algal (chiefly Ulna and

Lalllinaria), seen from above. Length of lobster about lOt inches Taken from lobster
pound at Vinal Haven Island, Maine, August 26, 1893. Two-thirds natural size.

Oviduct and part of ovarian lobe from left side, showing a row of unextruded eggs in duct.
Length of female about 10 inches. External eggs in yolk segmentation. 'Woods Hole,
Massachusetts, August 3, 1894. od, oviduct. Two-thirds natural size.

Reproductive organs of adult male lobster from above. Duct of testis in natural position
on right side, dissected out on the left. Dotted lines (.l to 5) mark planes of section of
the vas deferens and refer to figures on plate 37. a, proximal segment; b, glandular
segment; c, ductus ejaculatorius; in, intestine; 99, gastrio gland. Two-thirds natural size.

Disk-shaped concretion, probably containing glycogen, from maxilla; cracked by pressure.
133 times natural size.

Large granular cell from first maxilliped, probably glycogenous in function. August 17, 1893.
733 times natural size.

Reproductive organs of adult female dissected out, viewed from above; ovary nearly ripe;
Length of lobster lOll- inches. No. 77, table 20. Angust 21, 1890. od, oviduct. Two­
thirds natural size.

PLATE 37.

Transverse section of proximal end of vas deferens of adult lobster. Plane of section marked
"1" in fig. 120. Duct filled with sperm; lining-epithelium consists of small fiat cells. This
and figs 125-128 arc from the same organ and illustrate the auatomy of the different parts of
the male duct. sp, sperm cells; ntb, connective tissue sheath of duct. 36 times natural size.

Transverse section of vas deferens of adult lobster. Plane of section marked" 2" in fig. 120.
ep, epithelial lining of duct. 36 times natural size.

Transverse section of vas deferens of udult lobster, showing thick muscular walls. Plane
of section marked "4" in fig. 120. c.lIlU, circular muscles; 1. lIlU, longitudinal muscles;
Bl. S., blood sinus. 36 times natural size.

Part of transverse section of vas deferens, in plane marked "5" in fig. 120. blll, basement
membrane; c.lIlU, circular muscles; ep, epithelial lining coustitutingthe spermatophoral
glands; 1.lIlu, longitudinal muscles; ntb, membranous sheath. 190 times natural size.

Part of transverse section of vas deferens through glandular portion, in plane marked" 3,"
fig. 120, showing spermatophores, contained sperm and glandular lining-epithelium. The
geluttnous spermatophore is a secretion of the latter. a, b, compartments of duct; I,
inward fold of epithelium of duct; Sp , sperm; Spr, inner gelatinous substance of sperma­
tophore. 36 times natural size.

Ripe sperm cells: b, c, from the vas deferens of an adult malo and a, from the seminal
receptacle of 11 female. About 550 times natural size.

PLATIe 38.

Seminal receptacle of adult female, from above.' Natural size.
Ovaries of immature lobster, seen from above. Length of lobster 44 mm. (1.73 inches).

Length of OVl1ry 15 mm.; diameter of lobe t mm, From No.2, table 32. Color opaque
white. Oviducts, though undoubtedly present, not seen in dissection. Natural size.

Ovaries of immature lobster, seen from above. Length of lobster 74.5 mm, (2tfj inches).
Length of ovary 41 mm.; diameter of lobe 1 mm. From No. 98, table 20. Natural size.

l~gg teased from fresh ovary shown in fig. 13S. Represents relative size of ovarian eg~s one
year older than those shown in fig. 134. 44 times natural size.

Ova teased from fresh ovary shown in fig. 136. Drawn to same scale as fig. 133. This illus­
trates the size at the time of egg-laying of the immature eggs which are to form the next
generation, and which will be ready for extrusion two years hence. One year later they
attain the relative size shown in fig. 133. 44 tdmes natural size.

Ova teased from fresh ovary shown in fig. 137. The difference in relative size between these
eggs and those shown in fig.134 represents 11 growth of about six weeks in summer.
44 times natural size.
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Fig. 136. Ovary immediately after egg laying, seen from below. From lobster No. 52, table 20. The
oviducts are filled with unextruded eggs; a few of theae ova are also seen in the ovaries.
Immature eggs from this ovary are shown in fig. 134. The yellow flecks are the remains
of unextruded eggs of a former egg generatiou; that is, they have beeu in the ovary two
years at least. Drawn in natural size and color from life. July 28, 1891.

Fig. 137. Ovary of lobster No. 87, table 20, bearing external eggs. The latter have been laid about
six weeks (date oflaying about July 10). The ovarian eggs possess a dark-green core and
lighter periphery. At the perIod of ovulation they are colorless, as shown in figs. 134
and 136. August 21, 1891. Drawn in natural size from life.

Fig. 13~. Ovary of female which has recently hatched a brood. Taken July 30, 1891. For description
of lobster see No. 95, table 20. The pea-green color is characteristic of the ovary at this
time. The contained eggs, one of which is shown in fig. 133, are approximately one year
old. The difference in relative size between the ova shown in figs. 133 and 134 thus
represents a year's growth, while the relative difference in size between the ova shown in
figs. 134 and 135 represents only six weeks of summer growth.

We thus see that a generation of ovarian ova grow very rapidly during the first sum­
mer following the last ovulation. They then enter upon a period of quiescence, growing
but slowly, like the external embryos during the succeeding winter. The second summer
following ovulation is marked by a second period of rapid growth, followed in turn by a
second period of quiescence during the succeeding winter. At the beginning of the third
summer after ovulation this generation of eggs is rcady for extrusion. That the spawn­
ing periods are thus two years apart is a valid inference drawn from the study of the
anatomy of the reproductive organs. Yellow spots mark as before the remains of degen­
erate eggs which failed of emission at the last reproductive period. The characteristic
condition of the ovary shown in this drawing proves that annual breeding is an
impossibility. Drawn in natural aize and color from life.

PLATE 39.

Fig. 139. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster, No. 52, table 20, with external eggs in early
segmentation, the ova having been laid about thirty-six hours. The peculiar glandular
organs are now seen in the peripheral parts of the lobes. O. G., ovarian gland; O. TV.,
wall of ovary. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 140. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 94, table 20. Glands absent; ovaries
approaching maturttv. 36 times natural size.

Fig. 141. Part of transverse section of nearly ripe ovary, from 10bster No. 75, table 20. August 19, 1890.
The nucleus or germinal vesicle is shown in one of the nearly ripe eggs. (For more
detailed drawing of nucleus, see fig. 160.) Bl. S., blood sinus; Ct, nodule of connective
tissue. O. G., ovarian gland 22 times natural size.

Fig. H2. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 52, table 20, showing follicle cells which
have wandered into the egg and are undergoing degeneration. Dg, vesiculated masses of
chromatin, the fragments of degenerated cells; Bl, S., blood sinus containing blood
cells. 457 times natural size.

Fig. 143. Part of transverse section of ovary, the same as in fig. 141, showing the gland-like organs.
Bl, S., blood sinus (dotted line should be continued across gland). 211 times natural size.

PLATE 40.

Fig. 144. Right pleopod of adult female lobster, seen from posterior surface. Drawn from alcoholic
preparation, with camera and dissecting microscope, the cuticle being removed from one
side to show distribution of cement glands in swimmerets. 4 times natural size.

Fig. 145. Fold of glandular epithelium from transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 75, table 20.
From same as fig. 141. VB, body resembling yolk spherule. 190 times natural size.

Fig. 146. 'I'ransverse section of lobe of ovary shown in fig. 131, plate 38. From No.2, table 32. 67
times natural size.

Fig. 147. Part of transverse section of ovarian lobe from a lobster with external eggs near the point
of hatching. The condition of this ovary closely corresponds to that shown in fig. 138.
Jnne 30, 1890. Bl. S., blood sinus. 36 times natural size,
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Fig. 148. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 51, table 20, showing the inner or primary
egg membrane (shaded dark), and the folliculnr epithelium by which it is secreted. Bl, S.,
blood sinus. 211 timcs natural size.

Fig. 149. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 52, table 20, showing part of an egg and
follicular cells in contact with it. Those which have wandered into the yolk after­
wards degeueruto. The external eggs borne by this lobster were in an early stage of
segmentation. f. c., follicle cells immersed in the yolk. 211 times natural size.

PLATE 41.

Fig. 150. Degenerating cells from the ovary of lobster No. 76, table 20. The larger body to the left is
the remains of what was once a mature egg, which having failed of emission at the time
of egg-laying has suffered degeneration. The tough egg membrane seems to defy com­
plete absorption. To the uuaiiled eye such an egg appears as a yellow fleck, if visible at
all (see fig. 136). 540 times natural size.

Fig.151. Part of horizontal section of ovary from lobster No. 76, table 20, showing ova inclosed in
folds of follicular epi thel.ium. This ovary was slit open along the mid-dorsal line, pinned
out, hardened, and sectioned in longitudinal, horizontal planes. 67 times natural size.

Fig. 152. Part of transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 52, table 20, showing the developing ovum
and its relation to the folds of glandular epithelium. Remnants of degenerating cells can
bedetected'in this egg. (See figs. 139 and 149.) B. M., baseruent membrnne ; Bl, S., blood
sinus; a. E., glandular epithelium. 281 timcs natural size.

Fig. 153. Glandular epithelium from transverse section of ovary of lobster No. 75, table 20. F. G.,
vacuoles, probably representing fatty globules which have been removed in t.ho process of
preparing the tissue for sectioning; y8, bodies resembling yolk spherule. 253 times natural
size.

PLATE 42.

Fig. 154. Ovum in early stage of growth, from ovary of lobster No. 52, table 20. Diameter of egg
-:l:r mm., of nucleus ~!y mill. 353 times natural size.

Fig. 155. Young ovum from same ovary as the last. Diameter of egg nr mm., of nuclens is mm. 353
times natural size.

Fig. 156. Young ovum from same ovary as the last. This nucleus contains two nucleoli. Diameter
of egg i~ mm., of nucleus i-. mm. 353 times natural size.

Fig. 157. Young ovum from same ovary as the last. Diameter of egg a little over f~ mm., of nucleus
1\ mm, 353 times natural size.

Fig. 158. Nucleus of ovum from transverse section of ovary of lobster with external eggs about to
hatch. From same as fig. 147. Diameter of egg 17lj mm., of nucleus 1~ mm. 353 times
natural size.

Fig. 159. Nucleus of ovum from uearly ripe ovary of lobster No. 94, table 20. See fig. 140 for ovarian
section. Diameter of egg It mm., of nucleus rr mm, 353 times natural size.

Fig. 160. Nucleus of ovum from ovary of Iobster No. 75, table 20. For ovarian section and position
of nucleus, see jig. 141. Ovary ripe. Diameter of egg l~ mm., of nucleus i-, mm. 353
times natural size.

Fig. 161. Nucleus of egg in process of emitttng polar cells. From section of unextruded egg taken
from the oviduct. Diameter of egg 1.31 mm., of nucleus .nr mm, The nucleus is iu process
of karyokinesis and lies close to the snrface of the egg. The axis of the nuclear spindle
appears somewhat oblique to the surface. July 28, 1891. 353 times natural size.

Fig. 162. Bifurcated rostrum of Iobster taken at 'Woods Hole, Massachusetts. Dorsal view. Two­
thirds natural size.

Fig. 163. Profile view of the same. Two-thirds natural size.
Fig. 164. Ovaries of lobster, from below, showing bifurcation in left anterior lobe. Ovary light golden­

yellow color. Ova very immature. May 19, 1892. Two-thirds naturul size.
Fig. 165. Part of gastrolith, separated into its constituent spicules, taken fresh from the wall of the

stomach of a lobster nearly ready to molt. For chemical analysis, see No. Oa of table,
Appendix II. Compare cut 8, plate C. The broad fluttened spicule at the lower right­
hand corner of the drawing is from the peripheral convex margin of the gastrolith. 5.3
times natural size.
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PLATE 43.

Fig. 166. Bud of right fourth pereiopod in process of regeneration from young lobster probably in
fourth stage. August 3, 1893. 47 times natural size.

Fig. 167. Part of transverse section of oviduct of lobster, with ovary nearly ripe. July 25, 1893. 270
times natural size.

Fig. 168. Part of transverse scction of oviduct of lobster, with external eggs in early yolk segmentation.
For a drawing of this ovary see fig. 119, plate 36. August 3, 1894. 270 times natural size.

Fig. 169. Longitudinal section of flrst,seeond, and third segments of right first pereiopod of young
lobster in sixth stagc. Plane of section shown in cut 15. Length of lobster 18 mm, The
right cheliped of this lobster was regenerated between tho molts of the fifth and sixth
stages. When the animal was preserved, Augu~t17, 1893, the right regenerated cheliped was
slightly smaller and more translucent than the left. No rudimentary tissue out of which
the new limb is differentiated can be detected in the series of sections through plane of
fracture. a: y, plane of fracture; 1, 2, 3, segments of limb. About 47 times natural size.

Fig. 170. Internal surface of cuticle of second joint (basis) of first maxilla macerated in Bela Haller's
fluid, showing chitinous tubules of tegumental glands, and characteristic rosettes of what
appears to be calcareous matter. From male lobster 10 inches long. July 31, 1893. 140
times natural size.

Fig. 171. Part of section of gastrolithic plate from female lobster with hard shell. Augnst 10, 1893.
Shown in its natural position in wall of stomach, in fig. 183. Fixcd in picro-sulphuric
acid; stained in borax-carmine; embedded in celloidin. GP., cuticular portion of gastro­
lithic plate. The demarcation between the layers is not so sharp as shown in the drawing.
171 times natural aize.

Fig. 172. Section of left first pereiopod of lobster 9 inches long, in process of regeneration. At a a
mass of large disk-shaped concretions, probably of a glycogenous nature, is seen. Compare
figs. 121 and 122. The blackened margins of cuticle on either side of appendage repre­
sent the remains of clotted blood on surface of the stump. About 6 times natural size.

Fig. 173. Section of bud of right first (crushing) cheliped of adult male lobster, showing the columnar
epithelium, the new cuticle, blood sinuses, and connective tissue. Fixed in picro-sul- .
phuric acid; stained in Ehrlich-Biondi mixture; embedded in celloidin. August 9, 1892.
47 times natural size.

Fig. 174. Part of longitudinal section of first larva through heart (Et.) and right rudimentary repro­
ductive organ (ov), cutting also intestine (in) and gastric glands (gg). 67 times natural sizt'.

PLATE 44.

Fig. 175. Right fourth pereiopod of adult lobster in process of regeneration, from below. Color,
bright coral red. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 176. Stump of right first pereiopod of adult lobster in course of regeneration, from below. Bud
and surface of scar dull white. August 9, 1892. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 177. Surface view of membrane between old and new shells of molting lobster. This membrane
is conspicuous at the time of shedding. It is noncellular, but is marked by the cell
impressions of the chitinogenous epithelium. 733 times natural size.

Fig. 178. Right second pereiopod of adult male in process of regeneration, from below. Newappend­
age reddish, tinged with blne at the j oirrts. August 4,1892. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 179. Left second antenna of adult lobster in process of regeneration, from above. June 30, 1892.
Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 180. Antennrn of the Isopod, Ligea oceanica, from above; that of the left side in the course of
regeneration. Beaufort, North Carolina, June, 1885. 4.7 times natural size.

Fig. 181. Regenerating left antenna of the same, showing the new fiagellum inclosed in the exoskeleton
of the joint, which serves as a brood pouch. 16 times natural size.

Fig. 182. Left first cheliped of adult lobster in process of regeneration, seen from the inner and
anterior side. Color, bright red, bluish at joints; cuticle thrown into thin creases.
Longitudinal axis of body in direction of arrow. 5.3 times natural size.

Fig. 183. Profile view of masticatory stomach oflobster, showing gastrolithic plate, for the structure
of which see fig. 171, plate 43. Lobster with hard shell, approaching the molting time
August 10, 1893. Two-thirds natural size.
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Fig. 184. Profile view of masticatory stomach of male lobster 7.5 inches long. Nearly ready to molt,
showing gastrolith in place in the wall of stomach. For drawings of the gastrolith as it
appears when it is dissected out and separates into its constituent spicules, see fig. 165,
plate 42. Two-thirds natural size.

PI"ATES 45a and 45b.

Fig.185. Molted shelt of lobster shown in fig. 186. No.1, table 24. This represents the size of the
lobster before the molt. Length 5! inches. Natural size.

Fig. 186. The soft lobster, shortly after the shell shown in fig. 185 was cast off. Length, 6! inches.
Natural size. These drawings show the average increase in size which is effected by a
single molt 'sec Chapter III).

PLATE 46.

Fig. 187. Left cheliped of lobster, from below, showing budding and repetition ofparts in propodus or
sixth joint.

Fig.188. Same as fig. 187, seen from above. Both figures from photographs, and both natural size.

PLATE 47.

Fig. 189. Part of right crushing-chela of female lohster, 11 inches long, seen from above, showing.
budding of dactyl. Woods Hole, Massachusetts, July 13, 1894. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 190. Propodus of left crushing-claw, from below. This and figs. 191-196 are from specimens in
Peabody Academy of Science, Salem, Massachusetts, all from adult lobsters. Two-thirds
natural size.

Fig. 191. Left crushing-claw, seen from above. Outgrowth from dactyl in horizontal plane; dactyl
closes under propodus, Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 192. Left crushing-chela, from above. Secondary dactyl bent downward slightly; no teeth;
dactyl laterally compressed. S, spine of dactyl in primary symmetry; 8', spine of dactyl
in secondary symmetry. This supernumerary appendage probably represents two dactyls
fused together. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 193. Right cutting-chela, from below. Fingers bent up; dactyls articulate at joint with pro­
podus; primary dactyl and one of the adjacent secondary dactyl united. S, supernumerary
dactyl in primary symmetry. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 194. Dactyl of left cutting-claw, seen from below; It is bent horizontally upon itself, into an
angle of about 800 , this being probably due to irregular growth in the regeneration of a
lost part. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 195. Chela of second or third pereiopod, from below, showing two supernumer-ary dactyls.
Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 196. Right dactyl of cutting-chela, seen from outer side. Bifurcating branches bear teeth, which
are not, however, apposed. Two-thirds natural size.

PLATE 48.

Fig. 197. Deformed right cutting-claw. Accessory appendage bent downward from horizontal plane
about 50u• The small terminal joint of the superadded part probably represents two
dactyls fused together. S, spine of dactyl in primary symmetry; 8', spine of dactyl in
secondary symmetry. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 198. Right cuttiug-claw. Propodus apparently deformed by the irregular growth produced in
the regenerution of a lost part. Two-thirds natural size.

Fig. 199. Double monster of first larva of lobster. Raised at Fish Commission station, Woods Hole,
Massachusetts, by Professor J, A. Ryder; seen from above. 13 times natural size.

Fig. 200. Double mouster of first larva of lobster, from Professor J. A. Ryder. Fusion of the organs at
the anterior extremity has been carried to such a degree that the compound eyes are now
represented by a small median spot of pigment. 13 times natural size.

PLATE 49.

Fig. 201. Gland-cell from tegumental gland of second maxilla. Macerated in B61a Haller's fluid for
several days, and stained in methyl green. 733 times naturul size.

Fig. 202. Gland-cell from sallie preparation us fig. 201. 733 times natural size.
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Fig. 203. Part of macerated tegumental gland from metastoma. Compare also fig. 214. From female
with ripe ovaries. August 9, 1893. Stainediu methyl green. Central cell takes on deepest
stain. gd.c, gland-cell; R, central reticulated body; 8.C, ganglion cell. 773 timcs natural
size.

Fig. 204. Cell from macerated tegumental gland of first maxilla. Stained in methyl green. 773 times
natural size.

Fig. 205. Gland-cell from same preparation as fig. 204. 773 times natural size.
Fig. 206. Cell from macerated tegumental gland of abdominal appeudage of female before egg extru­

sion. Ovaries nearly ripe. Attenuated, central end of cell very refractive. Small
bodies, apparently accessory nuclei, are present in cel1. 773 times natuml size.

Fig. 207. Same preparation as last, rolled under cover-Slip and seen from opposite side. 773 times
natural size.

Fig. 208. Tegumental gland from metustoma of female with ripe ovaries. Macerated three days in
Bela Haller's fluid and stained in methyl green. The duct (d) of the gland could be seen
to open directly into a small central chamber, as in fig. 212. 513 times natural size.

Fig. 209. Gland-cell from tegumental gland of abdominal appendage of female, which had recently
laid eggs in an aquarium at the United States Fish Commission station, Woods IIole, Mas­
sachusetts. Macerated in Bela Haller's fluid. Augnst 14, 1893. 773 times natural size.

Fig. 210. Tegumental gland from abdominal appendage of female lobster 10~ inches long, preparing to
molt. Chromic acid preparation, stained in the Ehrlioh-Biondi aniliu mixture. Picro­
sulphuric acid gives same result. Cells apparently shrunken, transparent, non-granular;
nuclei clear. August 17, 1893. 513 times natural size.

Fig. 211. Tegumental gland from abdominal appendage of female after ovulation. External eggs in
yolk segmentation. Central ends of gland-cells are filled with dark zymogen granules.
Nucleus of gland-cell stains green, that of central cell always red, in the Ehrlich-Biondi
mixture. August, 1893. gd.c, gland-cell; 8.C, ganglion c1111. 513' times natural size.

Fig. 212. Section of tegumental gland from abdominal appendage of female lobster with mature
ovaries. Central part of gland has a bluish clouded appearance. Nuclei may be green or
red according to the degree with which the stain is extracted. Stained in the Ehrlich­
Biondi mixture. August 4.1893. d, duct of gland; n, nerve-supplying gland; R, central
retienlated body. 513 times natural size.

Fig. 213. Gland-cells from same preparation as figs. 204, 205. Central ends of cells attenuated, and
strongly refractive. 773 times natural size.

Fig. 214. Macerated tegumental gland from metastoma of female, showing the central reticulated
body, gland-cells, ganglion cell, and duct of gland. From female with ripe ovaries. d,
duct of gland; R, reticulated body. 773 times natural size.

PLATE 50.

Fig. 215. Egg before yolk has segmented. The whitish spots are due to the presence of cells which
are approaching the surface on one side of the egg. The yolk is later massed up about
these in hillocks, as in fig. 218. 29 times nutura.l size.

Fig. 216. Surface view of egg with 16 cells present near the surface, two double rows of eight cells
each. The cells have just divided. This drawing was made at 10.30 p. m.; at 10.55 p. m,
20 cells could be discerned near the surface. 29 times natural size.

Fig. 217. Same egg as fig. 216; drawing made 1~ liours Iater (12 p. m.), showing the cells more diffused
oyer the surface. 29 times natnral size.

Fig. 218. Same egg as in figs. 216 and 217; rolled to show animal pole and yolk hillocks in profile.
Drawing made at 10.55 p. m., when 20 yolk elevations had been formed. On the outskirts
of these, other cells can be seen lying below the surface and destined soon to become the
centers of new hillocks. 29 times natural size.

Fig. 219. Surface view of egg showing yolk segments in active division; 10.15 p. m., segmentation
furrows complete. 'I'h is side of egg corresponds to the side shown with yolk hillocks in
profile, in fig. 218. Nuclei all dividing at 10 p. m.; at 10.10 p.lII., furrows began to appear,
separating cells. Same egg as shown in fig. 220. 29 times natural size.

Fig. 220. Reverse side of egg shown in fig. 219, corresponding to the right side of the egg shown in
fig. 218, opposite the yolk hillocks. When drawn at 9.30 p. m., nuclei were invisihle; at
10 p. m. they were very distinct and in diaster phase; itt 10.15 p. m. segmentation furrows
completed. 29 times natural size.
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Fig.221. Surface view of segmenting egg, under observation 5 hours (8 p. m. to 1 a. ni.), At 12 o'clock
the segments shown in the drawing were very conve-x:at surface, standing far apart as if
the egg were breaking up. At 1 a. ru. the segments were closer together and nuclei were
about to divide again. Drawing made at 11 p. m., after completion of division. 29 times
natural size.

Fig. 222. Surface view of segmenting egg. Drawing begun at 11 a. m.; when completed, half an hour
later, the nuclei had divided and segmentation furrows were making their appearance.
29 times natural size.

Fig. 223. Surface view of same egg, drawn itt 12 m. Division of cells mostly completed, 29 times
natural size.

Fig. 224. Surface view of same egg as in figs. 222 and 223, at 9 p. m., in advanced stage of segmen­
tation. At 2.45 p. m, nuclei were dividing; at 6.45 p. m., when examined, division was
completed. Drawing made at 9 p. ru, 29 times natural size.

Fig. 225. Surface view of egg in advanced stage of yolk segmentation. Free-hand drawing. 29 times
natural size.

Fig. 226. Surface view of egg in abnormal yolk segmentation, showing a larger yolk mass at the lower
part of the figure and a number of smaller regular segments. A similar large yolk mass
occurs on the opposite side of the egg next to the one shown in the drawing. 29 times
natural size.

PLATE 51.

Fig. 227. Surface view of egg in invagination stage. August 3, 11.30 a. m. 29 times natural size.
Fig. 228. Surface view of abnormal embryo in egg-nauplius stage. August 10. 29 times natural size.
Fig. 229. Surface view of abnormal embryo. August 8. 29 times natural size.
Fig. 230. Surface view of abnormal embryo in egg-nauplius stage, 1', cells approaching surface;

1', outward fold of surface epithellum ; y, yolk. August 9. 29 times natural size.
Fig. 231. Surface view of abnormal embryo in egg-nauplius stage. August 8. 29 times natural size.
Fig. 232. Lateral view of embryo, showing large white patch behind abdomen. August 5. 29 times

natural size.
Pig. 233. Lateral view of embryo about 5 weeks old, showing lateral fold of carapace covering the

antennre, the heart (Ht.), the intestine containing eharacteristic concretions (1'), the
telson (T) overlapping brain and optic lobes, and the lateral indentations of the yolk
corresponding to divisions of the midgut. July 29. 48 timcs natural size.

Fig. 234. Surface view of embryo about 25 days old, showing the large optic Iobes of cephalo-thoraeio
appendages. The telson touches the brain, and the crescentic fold of the carapace
extends forward as far as the first mnxllllpeda. August 3, 1892. 29 times natural size.

Fig. 235. Lateral view of double monster in egg-nauplius stage. August 13. 29 times natural size.

PLATln 52.

Fig. 236. Part of transverse section of egg in stage between that shown in figs. 224 and 225, yolk cells
(y c) being formed by tangential division. About 70 t.imos uutural size.

Fig. 237. Part of lougitudinal section of egg in egg-nauplius stage, showing degenerating cell (Dg).
457 times natural size.

Fig. 238. Part of section of segmenting egg, showing cell migrating from surface, July 31. 40 times
natural size.

Fig. 239. Section of segmenting egg, showing yolk cell near center. July 31. 40 times natural size.
Pig. 240. Degenerating cells from same preparation as shown in fig. 237. Y 8, bodies resembling yolk

spherules. 457 times natural size.
Fig. 241. Vesiculated masses of chromatin (Dg) undergoing degeneration in the yolk. From

transverse section of early egg-embryo. July 18. 457 times natural size.
Fig. 242. Section of segmenting egg. Drawn July 31, 4 p. m.} 34 cells present. 4Q times natural size.
Fig. 243. Section of egg in late segmentation, showing formation of yolk cells lind division of these

in yolk. August 1. 8 0, cell at surface undergoing tangential division; y 0, yolk cell in
process of division. 40 times natural size. .

Fig. 244. Surface view of egg in late segmentation of yolk. July 11. Fixed in Perenyi's tluld.
About 50 times natural size.
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Fig. 245. Part of transverse section, showing multiple karyokiuesis and formation of nests of nuclei.
Stage like that shown in fig. 252. Part of section behind and to one side of invagination
area. Same series as fig. 241. 0 n, cell nest at surface; y 11, cell nest in yolk; y n', cell in
multiple karyokinesis, situated in yolk ball. 457 times natural size.

Fig. 246. Part of transverse section through embryo in invagination stage. in, area of invagination.
211 times natural size.

Fig. 247. Part of section of egg to show nest of nuclei at surface. 211 times natural size.
Fig. 248. From section through embryo in invagination stage, showing multiple karyokinesis and

formation of nuclear nests at surface, like that shown in fig. 247. 211 times natural size.
Fig. 249. Part of section of egg containing two nuclei, tllis one near surface. 285 times natural size.

PLATE 53.

Fig. 250. Surface view of embryo in invagination stage. The embryonic area of this egg lies in front
of the shallow pit. Cells are most numerous immediately in front of this depression and
about the extreme anterior margins of the exposed surface. The rapid proliferation of
cells in these regions gives rise on the one hand to the thoracic-abdominal plate, and to
the optic disks on the other. Karyokinetic figures of dividing cells are seen scattered
over the entire surface of the cgg. The equatorial plate is in each case vertical. and may
make any angle with the longitudinal axis of .the embryo, or with a line drawn through
any proliferating center. Numerous granules, the products of cell degeneration, are
commonly seen. The reverse side of this egg shows nothing peculiar. Nuclei are there'
less numerous, and the superficial cells are larger. Flecks or clouds of granules, floating
in the yolk below the surface, are seen here and there with no regularrty, The nuclei
over most of the surface, excepting those at the extreme periphery, were drawn by aid of
the camera Iucida, as were the 'cell outlines in the more central parts. From a picro­
sulphuric acid preparation, stained in borax carmine, the egg cut in two, and the
hemispheres mounted in balsam. August 6, 1892. 500 times natural size.

PI,ATE 54.

Fig. 251. Part of transverse section through area of invagination (in), showing columnar surface cells
(eo) filled with yolk and invaginate cells, lying between and within yolk masses. Some
of the latter cells just below the surface are undergoing degeneration; some in the
deepest. parts of the cgg arc creeping with their long pseudopodia between the yolk
spherules. These play the part of phagoeytes and also contribute to the tissues of
the embryo. 360 times natural size.

Fig. 252. Surface view of embryo ill region of invaginate area, showing 'clusters of cells at surface,
produced by multiple karyokinesis. .A, anterior; P, posterior cnd of egg; Deq, degener­
atipl:' cells; e a, cmbryonic area; In, area of invagination; y n, cell nest, produced by
muttiple karyokinesis. 89 times natural size.

Fig. 253. Part of longitudinal section of intestine of embryo in a late stage of development, showing
concretions in the lumen of the organ. b 1l~, basement membrane; ep, intestinal epithe­
lium; p, intestinal concretion. 360 times natural size.

Fig. 254. Part of transverse section throngh invaginate area of an earlier stage than last, showing
in-wandering masses of cells. A, anterior; P, posterior; In, pit of invagination; y e,
invaginate cells. 89 times natural size.

Fig. 255. Part of longitndinal section through area of invagination, showing the advancing cumuli
of cells, which are pressing into the deeper parts of the egg and investing large masses of
yolk. The distinctly columnar superficial cells, gorged with yolk, are also shown. In the
embryonic area these become very tall, and beneath them there are clouds of disorganized
chromatin granules, the remains of degenerated cells. .A, anterior; P, posterior; Deg,
degenerating cells; ee, ectoderm; MeBcent, mesendoderm; In, pit of invagination; OD,
optic disc. 89 timcs natural size.

Fig. 256. Concretion' from intestine of an embryo which was nearly ready to hatch. Teased from
picro-sulphurio acid preparation and mounted in glycerin. 360 times natnral size.
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